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Earthquakes and Volcanoes
By M. Macgillivray, D.D.

tory of our earth are of more

than passing interest. Not that

they are new or singular in
themselves, but they are, in the main,
new to the younger generation, and
their magnitude and destructiveness
are exceptional. I refer to the recent
volcanic and seismic disturbances in
many, and widely separated, parts of
the world. And as is not unnatural,
they are receiving some careful religious
and scientific attention, and calling in-
to active practical sympathy the finer
qualities of the heads and hearts of
men.

In dealing with such physical events
as these the preachers are, as is pro-
per, cautious and consolatory, and are
coming to a pretty general agreement
that the outbreaks are not the visita-
tions of the divine wrath against sin,
although San Francisco and the smit-
ten towns around Vesuvius had prob-
ably no excess of goodness to their
credit. And such outbreaks are mnot
now, and never have been signs of the
divine anger, having no more to do
with the sins of men, or the punish-
ment of themn, than the fabled man in
the moon. There are punishments for
sin, and for culpable ignorance, which
easily rank in destructive severity with
earthquake, flood and volcanic fire, I
mean the plagues which, now and then,
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break out and decimate whole commun-
ities. The Mohammniedam devotees of a
single pilgrimage, on their way to the
shrine of the prophet at Mecca, living
in conditions of filth, eating bad food
and drinking bad water may originate
a plague which sweeps over one coun-
try after another, without check, until
more misery has been caused, and more
life lost, than can be laid to the ac-
count of all the physical catastrophes
of a century. Most plagues arise from
flagrant disregard of proper samitary
conditions. And so recently as 1902,
India lost by plague, humanly speaking
preventable, as many as 577,000 souls.
When the laws of the body, as divine
as they are human, are disregarded and
outraged, which is sin, and when re-
pentance is not speedy, and the works
do not follow which are meet for re-
pentance, punishment will not delay
its coming, and there will be sharp re-
prisals for violated law. Disregard of
the laws of the body is sure to “bring
trouble in its train, and man, the of-
fender, will be himself the greatest suf-
ferer, although unfortunately the blight
inay involve the innocent also.

Such trouble is, however, prevent-
able, and man is justly held answer-
able for it when it occurs. But when
it does occur, and the penalty super-
venes, the penalty and the sin belong
together in the nature of things, and
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THE PATH OF THE DESTROYER

Looking across California Street

had any idca how serious. The fatal
Wednesday was a day of growing hor-
ror. The fire alarms would not sound
and when the firemen, in answer to the
red signals in the sky, did arrive at the
scenes of conflagration, it was found
that there was no water pressure. The
shock had broken the water mains, and
the city was practically at the mercy
of the flames. Lines of hose were hast-
ily laid to the water front and the full
force of the engines was employed.
Against such fires one might almost as
well have used water from garden hose.
And early in the day, while heroically
leading his men out to the unequal
fight, Chief Sullivan, of the fire de-
partment, was killed by a falling brick
at the engine-house on California
Street.

Now to the horror of the flames was
added the more awful horror of bad
men. The evil creatures that used to
hide in the slums and brothels in the
district south of Market Street, and
along the Barbary Coast, fleeing like
rats when their wooden hovels were
shaken about their ears, swarmed out
into the light of Market Street. They
first broke into the saloons and filled

themselves with all the liquor they
could hold. They then went mad and
broke their bottles over one anothers’
heads. Some of them lay in the gut-
ters and others, carrying bottles in
their pockets and under their arms,
set out to loot the linest jewellery
stores. Market Strcet became unsafe
for the peaceful citizen, and every man
carried a weapon. At ten o'clock Mayor
Schmitz called for the regular soldiers
in the Presidio and the militia in the
city and vicinity and the whole of San
Francisco was placed under martial
law. This prompt action of the Mayor
saved the citizens from the mob. Mean-
while the fires were spreading, and
men, who alter the first alarm of the
earthquake had felt no uneasiness, now
began to fear for the safety of property
remote from the scenes of the first out-
break. 7The same shock that had brok-
en wires and conduits had destroyed all
street car traflic. And the breaking of
the roadways in the vicinity of the
ferry building had made very precarious
the steps of the dray horse. Somne tried
to rescue part of the contents of their
warehouses; but the goods so removed
were for the most part destroyed by
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the fire in another place upon the next
day. Gradually the flames moved up
Market Street taking block after block,
without haste and without pause, until
the three great conflagrations had be-
come one and the heart of the city was
being consumed.

The water failing, the firemen used
dynamite. They sought to make a
broad opening of ruins across the path
of the fire by which the onset of the
flames might be stayed. It was
thought that at least Nob Hill, with
its ancestral palaces, its art galleries
and its new Fairmount Hotel of white
marble, might be saved. A ring of
dwellings was laid low around the
sides of the hill, but all in vain. The
flames leaped over the open space and
Nob Hill was burned on the morrow.

Among the many dynamited build-
ings one may select for separate men-
tion a modest brick structure, which
formerly stood upon the steepest slope
of Sacramento Street and looked down
over Chinatown. It was the headquar-
ters of the (Womnen’s) Occidental Board
of Foreign Missions and the home of
the Chinese orphanage. Here lived
Miss Donaldina Cameron, the heroine

THE WESTMINSTER

of many a police court, who has risked
her life daily in order to save from
slavery and shame the young Chinese
girls to whom she is devoted. Her
wards are of every age from babyhood
upwards. The word came that the
house must be dynamited. With the
clothes they wore and a quilt or blan-
ket apiece the Chinese family of fifty
children and several Christian Chinese
women who had come in from the
neighborhood took their way up Sacra-
mento Street and out to the asylum of
the First Church on Van Ness Avenue.
Here they spent the night and when
next day the flames advanced upon the
First Church, the brave woman, with
her little ones, made her way on foot
through all the turmoil and smoke of
the burning city, a distance of three
miles to the Sansalito ferry, and thence
to the grounds of the San Francisco
Theological Seminary. An hour later
this wayv of escape would Have been
cut off.

For two dayvs the long procession of
refugees moved westward, uphill and
downhill, away from the burning dis-
trict, to the shelter of the squares and
parks. Many of these people dragged

THE HOMELESS MULTITUDE
Thousands of people camped in the parks
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