A LECTURE

THE CAUSES

@he ﬂiuiu of iﬁeyuﬁlicau iihﬂig,.

I TOE

ANCIENT ROMAN REPUBLIC, &c.,
Delivered b Hestomville, West Philadelphia,

JANUARY 4, 1861,

THE DAY OF FABTING AND HUMILIATION, PURSUANT TO THE FPREOCLA-
MATION OF THE PREIIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

BY

REV. NATH'L. WEST, D. D.

Published by Gurmest Hequest,

PHILADELPHTA:

FOR SALE BY T. B. PETERSON & BROTHERS,
Ko, 800 CHESTNUT ETREET.

1861.



CORRESPONDENCE.

HesroxviiLe, WesT PHILADELPHIA,
Degember 17th, 1560, }
To rar Rev. Im. Wear: FRee. and Dear Sir—A Lecture i3 earnestly re-
quested at your carliest convenience, on the Cavsgs of the Ruin of Republican
Liberty, in the Ancient Roman Commonwealth, and the Analogy there is
between such events, and God's Revealed Methods of desling with Sinful
Notions, The undersigned represent the wishes of many citizens,

Tuaos. Laiso, Jaz. Gray, J. H. BaxsporroM,
Fuanoie Ferausas, Witrian Fixoey, Jops MeCavsnann,
Hurau Crooks, Wu. G, Honren, Joay Reany,
Winrram MoGuies, Wa. JoxEes, Peren MoLanen,

Hesronvinne, Tec, 20th, 1860,

GEXTLEMEN (—1 our Tovor is received. A littledelay hons been ocenzioned in
forwarding to you & reply.  The subjeet you assign me iz larpe and diffienlt,
The present erisis of our country, no doubt snggested it. T will do the best I
ean, however, to gratify your laudable wishes, and the wishes of those you
repressnt. The new Hall, Hestonville, is the place, the day, is the Natisnal
Fast Day appointed by the President of the United Hitates, (Friday, 4th
January, 1861,) and the kour; ten o’clock, A. M.

I remain, Gentlemen, with sincere respect,
Your humble gervant,
HATH'L: WEST.
To Messra, Twos, Lammn, Jag, Gray, J. H. Raveporros, Francis Feragraos,
W. G. Huxren, snd othera.

HEesToxvILLE, W, T., Jan. 16th, 18G1.

To rar Rev. Dr. Wrar: Rer ond Degr Sfe—The publisation of FOur
Lecture, delivered on Fast Davy, waz earnesily requested, as vou ave alrepdy
aware, by tlie lavpe and respectable sudicnee who heard it,.  We degive to add
thoat there woas but one mind in the aszembly, in regard to having the Lecture
put into pamphict form, with the least possible delay. Thiz we apprise you of,
and ask your consent unto; and, on behalf of those we represzent,

Remain, Respectfully and truly, ¥ours,

JanEs GRAY,
Timomas Larmm,

HESTONVILLE, WE3T PHILADELPILA, }
Joanuary 15th, 1861,

GERTLEMEX :(—Y¥on have my “eongent.” I cheerfully yield fo the deszires
you express for yoursclves and others. IF the publication in  pamphlet
form,” of the discourse you allude to, shall eoniribute in any degrea to pra-
vent civid war, and preserve the Union of this GEEATEST 0F ALL BEFUELICS, 01
just and hoenorable principles, the end is gained, songht by

“our humble servant,
HNATH'L WEST.
To Mesera., Grav, Laman, Wiinram MoGoine, Fraxcrm Freovsox, J. I
Rausworron, and others. (3}



LECTURE.

THEIR HEART I8 DIVIDED; XOW THEY SHALL DE FOURD FAULTY.—fos. X, 2,

Sentimeent of the Faxd.—  Heoart divieions in those conducting a Government
strike at the Constiintion of the nation governed.”

ResrEcTED AUDIENCE: * The causes of the ruin of republican liberty
in the Roman Heathen Commonwealth, and the analozy between such
eventz and God's revealed methods of dealing with sinful nations™ iz
our zubject.

In this subject, we shall call attention, in the first place, to the four
great monarchies pointed at in the Bible. The Bible presents us with
an attractive description of four grand Empires, or Governments, which
arose prior to the Christian era. The deseription is metaphorical. A
metaphor is a similitude, A representation of some things and events
by some other things and events is one of God's methods of revealing
to men the knowledze of Hiz will. “I have used similitudes by the
ministry of the prophets,” &e.—Hos. xii., 10,

The four empires which the prophet Daniel saw were represented to
his vision by *four great beasts which came up from the sea, diverse
one from another.”—Dan. vii.,, 5—8. The fowr beasts were the simili-
tudes of four great monarchies which should follow each other in snc-
cession, and each in its turn be different from the other three. They
were “ diverse one from another.”

(1.) “The first beast was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings.,” The
lion is the king of beasls, the eagle is the king of birds. This simili-
tude denoted—

1. The CHALDEAN monarchy, and Nebuchadnezzar its prond monareh.

2. The strength of the lion, and the awiftness of the eagle combined,
denoted the surprising speed with which Nebnchadnezzar flew upon his
prey, and the resistless force with which he conguered kingdoms,

()
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3. The *plucking of hiz wings" denoted that his speed was checked ;
for, his wings being “ plucked,” suddenly he lost the heart and wings
of the lion and the eagle, and was changed to a man; “a man’s heart
waa given to him,"” and then “ he stood upon his feet like a man ;" he
was divested of his ferocions propenszitiea. When God plucks the
wings of tyrants they cannot fly, they have then to stand on their feet
like men, which shows they are put #n fear, that they may  know
themselves to be but men.” How soon can (God reduce the most raging
tyrants to the condition of imbecile cowards ! In this reduced condi-
tion they must “stend,” and look on. They dare do nothing, and they
cun do nothing,  Their © wings” are ¢ plucked.”

(2.) ¥ The second beast was like a bear,” raized up on one side, with
¢ three ribs in ita mouth, between its teeth.” This denoted the Peg-
EIAN monarchy.

1. The Persian monarchy suceeeded the Chaldean.

2. Persia united with itself the Kingdom of Media, which lay along
the Persian northern boundary.

4. The “hear raized upon one gide” was fizurative of TPersia and
Media upited. Media raised up Persia on * one side.”

4. The three vibs in the teeth of the bear, showed the conqueats
of the kingdoms of Assyria, Egypt, and Lybia by Persia, who held the
bones of these nations yet in her ¥ teeth.”

5. The command to the bear, io ©arise, and devour much flesh,”
meant God’s commission to Perzia and Media united, to invade the
Chaldean empire, and subdue it, and Babylon, its capital eity.

fi. The bear having mastered the lion, prefigured the subjugation of
Chaldea and Babylon, and the division of that empire between the
Medes and the Persians, which took place in the reign of Belshazser,
the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar—Dan. v., 28, 80, 81.

(3.) The thérd beast was like a ©“leopard.” The leopard is a swift,
cunning, and cruel wild beast. This terrible ereature represented the
character of the GRECTAN empire,

1. Thig leopard had * four wings”  Alexander the Great, who
founded the Grecian empire, moved with double the speed in his con-
quest of pations to that which Nebuchadneszar exercised. The lion
had only two wings, the leopard had four. In six years, Alexander
conguered the whole empire of Persia, a large additional portion of Asia,
all Egypt and Syria, besides making himself master of India, and
several other nations.
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2. This leopard had “four heads,” and “dominion was given to it
On the death of Alexander, hiz empire was divided amongst his four
chief' captaing. SELEUCUR Nicanor had Asia the Gireat; PERDICOAS
had Asia the Less; CAssanper had Macedonia; and Pronemrus had
Hgypt.  These were the * four heads™ of the erafty and active leopard,
Alexander the Great, and the fieads which exercised  dominion™ after
his death.

(4. The fourth beast i1z aponymous. He hasg no name, There i3
no beast, nor fowl, nor fish, nor anything he may be compared to. This
beast is not like any other ereature. It is a nondeseript for strength,
ficrcenesz, mischief, mystery and cruelty. The most competent,
impartial, and learned writers, make thiz furious beast the symbol of
the heathen Rosman Eumpine. The Roman Empire waa the fourth
great empirve of the world, and succeeded the Grecian. I eannot now
enter upon an exposition of the attributes of this fourth heast, but will
leave its “dread,” itz © terror,” its “iron teeth.” its “brass nails.” its
“stamping” hoofs, its “ten horns,” ita “little horn,” its * devouring™
voraciousness, its big ¥ mounth,” its * ereat words,” and all the varieties
which render it *diverse” from all other beasts, until another opportu-
nity 1g afforded for a more ample delineation of this terrific amimal, than
can be allowed here. I agree with those who assert that the prophet
Ihaniel’s #fourth beast” represented the * Ancient Heathen Roman
Empire.” T shall therefore give a short deseription :

I. Of the rize of the Roman Empire,

1L, Of its extent.

ITL. Of the several forma of its Government.

IV. Of the main ¢AUsES of the ruin of its republican Liberty.

V. The analogy there is between such events and the revealed method
of God's dealings with sinful nations, and

VI. Conclude with a Prayer for the United States.

I. THE RBRISE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

The building of the city of Rome commenced, as all agree, about 753
years before the birth of Christ. The Pavatine hill, with a small,
rude castle on its summit, was chosen as the site on which to begin the
city. The inhabitants at first were made up of mere banditti. HoM-
ULUa was the founder and first king of Rome. During his life the
population inereased rapidly, and at his death several adjoining hills
were covered with habitations. Romulus was murdered by hia senators,
716 yeara before Christ, after haying reigned about thirty-seven years. -



II. THE EXTENT OF THE ROMAN FMPIRE.

From the foundation of Rome, nuder Romulus, to the time of
* Cawsar Augustus,” ( Luke ii., 1,) the population of Rome had increased
to over fwo millions. The empire, in its greatest extent, reached from
the north parts of Britain to the south parts of Heypt, and from the
western border of Persia to the west coast of Spain, measuring from
north to south, about two thousand zix hundred and sizty miles, and
abont the same from east to west. This included an area of over geven
millions of sguare miles. The area of the United States i3 not three
millions of aquare miles, henee not half the extent of the Roman empire.
Tacitus, in his annals, informa us that Augnstus, the emperor, set limita
to the empire, beyond which his suecessors were not to go. These
limits were, the Atlantic ocean on the west, the river Euphrates on the
sast, the rivers Danube and Rhine on the north, and the cataracts of
the Nile, the deserts of Africa, and Mount Atlaz on the south, These
boundaries ineluded within them the whole of the Mediterranean Sea,
and the best parts of the then known world. There was added to this
vast territory, however, notwithstanding the WrLn and Testament of
Avausrus, under Trayax, Daeia, north of the Danunbe; and Mesopo-
tamia and Armenia, cast of the Euphrates. Under the Emperor Crav-
prus, (that Clandivs referred to in Aets xi., 28,) the Roman Empire
extended to the South of Britain; and under Domiriax it extended to
the rivers Forth and Clyde, in Scotland, So brave were the ancient
Seotch (Caledonians) in repelling the advances of the Roman legions,
and in fighting for their liberty, that SrvERUS, the mest warlike Empe-
ror the Romans ever had, after granting them peace, built a wall of
golid stone, twelve feet high and eight feet thick, with towerz and forts
at proper distances, to repress the inroads of these unconguered and
unconquerable foes. SrpamTiaxvs, in his life of SEvERUS, says: “This
wall measured eighty miles.” Eutropius makes it only 32, The wall
had a rampart and ditch, “and reached from Solway Frith, on the west,
to the mouth of the Tyne on the east, a distance of sixty-eight miles,”
There 13 zome reazon why the Empire of Rome should be termed “all
the world,” (Luke ii., 1) and that Rome itself should be called © capus
munei,” the head of the world. The ecity was built on seven hills,
named, the Palatine, the Cuirinal, the Aventine, the Coli, Viminal,
Exquiline, and Capitoline. These seven hills being incladed in Rome,
she was called Unns sErriconLEs, 1. e, the city of the seven little hills,
or little mountains.



ITT. THE EEVERAT FORMS OF GOVERNMENT OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

The Roman empire was governed jirst by Kings. Beven kings
fullowed in snccession, beginning with Romulus and ending with Tarquin
the Proud. Their collective reigns occupied about 220 years.

The royal form of government being abolished, the commonwealth
form was adopted. Under this form they had their laws administered
by Coxsurs, magistrates of superior order, who administered the laws
in the eity and “all the provinees.” Przrors, another order of magis-
trates ercated by the people, and who, Lavy and Pling tells us, were
next in dignity to the Consvrs, CENsors, another order of magistrates,
who took charge of the numbering of the people. Their office gave
them great power. Plutarch says, *The censorship 12 the summit of
all preferments.” Tacitus informs us, that ‘‘the chief ornament of
nobility was to have sprupg from a cenzorian family.”  Anpd this becanse,
as Cleero intimates, it entered into the office of Censor to “estimate
the fortunes and inspect the morals of the citizens ;” hence their power
and influence over the public mind. TrIBUNES oF THE PEoTLE : The
power of these officers was at first very small. They, however, increazed
in influence. They exercized their power, at the first, by the anthority
of the people, who elected them from their different tribes, hence T'ri-
hune.  The first way they exercised their power was expressed by the
word VEro—i. e, f forbid ¢, Whoever disobeyed the veto of a tri-
bune of the people, must go to prison. They often opposed magistrates,
once and again pulled trinumphal generals out of their chariots, put off
trials or hastened them, when they chose. They sometimes hindered
the execution of a sentence; sometimes they foreed it. They, in short,
exercised supreme power. They were particularly hostile to the nobility
and wealthy classes of society. They first showed this spirit by bringing
before the publie assembly for trial, the chief of the patricians, Corro-
LANUS. The tribunes of the people very much resembled the leaders
of our politieal chartists, radicals, clubs, vigilant committees, revolu-
tionists, and demagogues of every kind, who hope to work themselvea
up from beneath to public notice and power, through * the dear people.”
whom they seldom fail to deceive, when they have attained to the sum-
mit of their own wizhes. AHpiLes were officers who chiefly governed
in the erection and eave of the buildings of the city. They were
agsistants to the tribunes. Their power inereased and extended to the
carg of * public buildings, temples, mods, theatres, baths, aquednets,
common gewers, public roads, taverns, markets, weights, mensures.”—
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They inspected the things exposed to sale, and, “if they were not
good, threw them into the river Tiber,” which ran through the city.—
Juvenal says, the Adiles © broke unjust weights and measures:" Clicero
and Ovid say, © They limited the expensez of funerals,” and Livy says,
“They restrained the avarice of usurers.” Diorarors: These supe-
rior magistrates were ereated to act in dangerous and erifical conjunc-
tures, such as domestic insurrections, dangerous wars, wide-spread pes-
tilence, calling the public assembly, ereating holidays, instituting cames,
holding trials, and for the purpose of determining how a nail should be
placed in the right side of the temple of Jupiter, by which the number
of years conld be ascertained. They were called Thefators, hecanze no
appeal was allowed from their deeisions. DeEcEMVIES: In the year
of the city of Rome 209, three ambassadors were sent to Athens, in
Greeee, to copy the famous laws of Sorow, and, as Livy tells us, to
“pxamine the cuztomz and laws of other Statezs of Greece.” On the
return of the ambaszsadors, the same classic writer tells us that * fen men
were elected from the Patricians with supreme power, without the Liberty
of appeal, to draw up a body of laws.” They were called Decemyiri,
from the Latin numeral adjective, decem, ten, and vir, 8 man, fen men,
and because they sat to administer justice to the people, each of them,
every tenth day.” They proposed fen tablea of laws, afterwards two
other tables were added, and then the whole were termed “ Leags
puonEcIM TABULARUM,” 4. e, the laws of the twelve tables. These
twelve tables became the rule of public and private right ever after,
throughout the whole Roman empire. The Romans had several other
civil offices and officers, as Qusestors, officers of the revenue-and of the
treasury ; Drewmeiry Nucfurnd, officers who had charge of preventing
fires in the night; Trivmeird Monefales, who had the charge of the
mint; Trivmoir? Copitales, who had charge of prisons, and were
judgees of slaves and of the lowest of the people, &e. This kind of
government, pometimes called a  Fepublic” sometimes a ¢ Common-
wealth,” sgometimes * Plebedun,” sometimes * Patrician,” and sometimeg
“ Military,” continued for nearly five hundred years from the last of the
seven Kings. After thia, Monarehy was re-established, and the Homan
Empire was governed by sixty-five Hmperors, for 518 years. The Empire
came to its end 1228 years after the building of Rome, and the King-
dom of Ttaly commenced under Oposcer, King of the Heruli.
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IV. THE CAUSES OF THE RUIN OF REPFURLICAN LIBEETY IN THE
ROMAN EMFPIRE.

One cause of the ruin of public liberty in the Roman empire was
the noted ddolatry of the Roman people. They made gods and god-
desaes of almost everything., Another cause was the notorious licen-
tiousness of the whole population.

Another, their erying personal and social sins committed against each
other—* covetonaness, malicionsness, debate, deceif, envy, despiteful,
proud, boasters,” &e., in short, they were ¢ filled with all unrighteous-
ness and wickedness.,” See Rom. 1, 22—32.

Another canse was artfully employing the wealth of the republic to
enslave it. Dionys,, xxxviii, 1—7.

Another ecanse was leading men obtaining by bribery from a corrupt
populace what they desired, in apite of the Senate. “'Thiz contempt
of the Senate,” says Plutarch, © nearly terminated public liberty. Tt
was o main cause of its ruin.”

A further canse of the ruin of Roman republican liberty was the
secret combinations of powerful and ambitions men to exercise politieal
patronage over the people. The combination of Pompey, Caesar, and
Crassus, 15 an illustration, The Roman people, by submitting to the
usurpations of these leaders, showed “ they were prepared for servitude.”
Only the apirit of a nation can preserve its liberty, and if the morals of
a nation are sunk, the national spirit iz gone !

Another eanse of the ruin of Koman liberty was the power of wealth.
SarrusT tells us that when “ wealth, loxury, and avarice” predomina-
ted, @ all ranks became corrupted;” and especially after the destruetion
of Carthage, the wealthy plebeians united with the patricians, and both
sgreed to oppress the body of the people.  Oppression i8 the ready way
to promote rebellion and civil war.

Aunother cause of ruin to the liberty of the Roman eommonwealth
was the civil conéests between the plebeians and patriciana for supremacy,
The first eivil blood shed at Rome, was shed by Opimiuvs, a eonsul, who,
a8 SALLUST says, “slaughtered a preat number of the plebeians.”’—
From this point the effectual ruin of Roman republican liberty may be
reckoned, because onee the people began to use arms and violence
acainst each other, “the laws made by force were held valid.” That is,
mob-law roled. The strongest party made their own laws.

Betrayal of trust hastened on the ruin of the empire. Sirnusr
again tells us, that « the faithless and ambitions Marius betrayed the
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people””  This demagogue first flattered, and then betroyed! A fair
sample of the most of demagogues.

Lagrry, from the time the first civil blood was shed, “ the tribes
were heneeforth employed by leading men as the toolz of their ambition,”
The mob was paid for their work. Everything was done by foree.—
The leaders of the people, backed by the swarms of their mercenary
hirelings, made and abrogated the laws at pleasure, disposed of public
lands, eonferred commands, gave away provinees; the assemblics of the
people were converted into seenes of violence and wassacre, and the
most daring always prevailed. At last Julins Cassar, making a prefext
of the violation of the power of the tribunes, made war upon his coun-
try, and, by terrible bloodshed and villianies, put an end to republican
liberty, re-established monarchy, and by foree of arms placed himself
in zovereign power over the Roman Empire! He goon had the title—
“ Pater Pareie, father of fils country”—which the Senate of Bome
conferred on the far-famed CrogRo—transferred to himself! And yet
Julins Ciesar was not, properly, the first Roman Ewmperor, iz nephew,
Ocraviuvs, alter baving defeated Mark Antony and Cleopatras at the
battle of Actium, and reducing BEgypt to a Homan province, was by
decree of the Senate, called to the imperial throne, with the title of
Avausrvs Casar, and he was properly the first lloman Emperor.—
The city of Rome at this time, €, e., 27 years before Christ, measured
a0 miles in cireumference, had within her walls 463,000 men able to
bear arms, and a ecity population of over twe millions. At present
Rome only measures about eight miles in cireumference, and has a pop-
ulation of about 145,000 souls—about one-fourth the population of
Philadelphia, * Alas! alag! that great city "—IRev. xviii., 16,

¥. THE ANALOGY THERE 15 BETWEEN BUCH EVINTS AND THE
REYVEALED METHOD OF GOT'S DEATINGS WITH SINFUL NATIONS.

In this analogy we shall firet recall to your mindz a short summary
of the liberty-destroying practices of the Roman people; then a sum-
mary of the sies for which (God enters into judgment with nations ;
next a summary of wefionol mereies, and lestly the conneetion between
national repentance and the preservation of national mercies.

Firat—A short summary of the hberty-destroying practices of the
Boman peaple.

The liberty-destroying practices of the Roman people consisted mainly
i their gross idolatry; their beastly leentiousness; their malignant
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misrepresentations of each other ; their proud bossting; employment
of wealth to enzlave the empire ; hribery of the people to induce them
to act in spite of the proper civie anthorities; secret combinations of
ambitious men, to wield the power and patronage of the Empive; uni-
versal, moral and political corruption. They were *filled with all
unrvighteousness,” &e.; a union of the most wealthy amongst the con-
tending partics—the plebeians and the patricians—to oppress, through
Sfulse pretexds, the people, by drawing all power from the latter, into their
own hands; their frequent contests for power; their violence, and
shedding of each other’s blood ; their eongpiragies; their murders;
their ::rulglL'thE; their fearful L}[I_E}I"E:’%Ei.m]ﬂ of their ERTyants; the lmh'a}'al
of trust; their flattery of the people to obtain their suffrages and then
deceiving them, as MWardus did.  Finally, the people became the tools
of their favorite ambitions leaders, and at length all became a prey to
that ablest of military commanders amongst the Romans—dJaliug Ciesar,
Thuns Roman republican liberty, which continued from Tarquin the
proud, the last of the seven kingz, nearly five hundred years, took
refuge at last under the wings of & military despotism! Let it now be
obzerved that every one of the practices ineluded in the forezoing sum-
mary iz, in itzelf, oppozed to rational liberty. Inherently, ““all un-
righteousness and all wickedness” is determinately hostile to all sound
liberty.—Rom. i., 21

Let us now present a gummary of the sins for which God enters into
judgment with nations. And in this place we must carefully diserimi-
nate. The ging of a nation provoking Ged to act against it must be
GENERAT. The people must be personally tranzgressors by active par-
ticipation in ¢rime, or by doing nothing to prevent its commission.—
# Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with inigaity ; a seed of evil-doers;
children that are eorruptors ; they have forsaken the Lord ; they have
provoked the holy one of Isarel unto anger; they have gone away
backward. Ye will revolt more and more. The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart faint. TFrom the sole of the foot, even to the
head, there iz no soundness in if, but wounds and broises and putrify-
nr gores.  Your country is left desolate; your citiez are burnt with
fire ; your land, strangers devour itin your presence,” &o.—Iza. 1., 1—7.
Ponder well these seven verses, and see the national result in verse 8.

National sing must be GrRIEVoUs as well as general. * When the
land zinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then I will streteh
puz mine hand upon it,"&e—Fzk. xiv., 13, Here are two attributes of
national sins.  They must be general, they must be grieveus. Let us
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give s brief summary of national gins, as a sample ; Pride: Hes. v, 5.
Idolatry : Ezod. zxxii., 51. Covetousness @ Jer. Ivii., 18. Covenant
breaking: Hos. x., 4. Perjury: Esek. xxi,, 28. Robbery: Mal. iii., 8,
9. Blood: Ezek. vii., 25. Apostacy: Jer. ii,, 13. Uneleanliness: Jer.
xxiii., 10, Oppression: Job.xxxv., . Profaneness: Mal ii., 10. Lying:
Peal. Ixiii., 11. Divisions: Isa. xi.,, 13. Hypoerisy: Isa. xzxxiii., 14,
Backslidings from national primitive simplicity : Deut. xxxi., 7, 19, Love
of riches: Zeph. 1., 18, Gross hypoerisy in divine worship: Tsa. Iviii.,
1, 5. There are many other things enumerated amongst national sins,
but these may serve az a sample.  These sins found in any nation ave
grounds suflicient, if' nationally prevalent, to warrant (iod in calling
any such nation op for judgment. And the analogy between these
divinely-revealed national sing, and those of the ancient Roman Empire,
15 in most cases very remarkable,

We shall, in the next place, give a short synopsis of the national
MERCIES, which national sins forfeit. A pure Gospel ministry: Mark,
zvi, 15. Pure (fospel ordinances: Heb. ix, 10.  Godly and faithful
discipline in all the churehes: Job. xxxvi., 10. Beriptural nnity amongst
all the tribes of God's people on essential, not disputable, notions : Psal.
cxxxiil., 1—3. Freedom from persecution : Acts ix, 51. A patriotic
and godly magiztracy 1 Neh.vi.,, 11—14. Peace inall our borders; Izaiah
lx.,18. Justice in all our courts; Psal. Ixxxix., 14. Learning in all our
schools: Isatah x1., 9. Wisdom in all our departments of Btate; Prov,
iv., 7. Plenty flowing from (iod's blessing on our labor, trade, and com-
meree; Dent. xxviil, 3. Health in all our streets: Psal. exliv., 13.
Favor from neighboring nations ; Isaigh Ix, 6, 7. Freedom from such
pestilences, famines, and wars a3 desolate and debase a land 3 Psal. xei,,
B, 8. These and such like blessinga constitute a people, a happy nation,
and they are some of the national mercies, forfeited by national sins.

We cannot dismiss this part of our subject without referring to the
national mercies which God has given to these United States.

The prosperity of this nation has risen to a very wonderful height.
The Uxirep SraTes embrace an arca of nearly three millions of sgnare
milez; have already within this immense area, thirty three sovereipn
States and seven organiged Territories; have a sea-coast, measuring
nearly thirteen thousand mdles ; have a population of over thirty-one
millions ¢ have a national revenue of over seventy wmillions; have be-
tween eighty and ninety thousand schools, more than five thousand
academies, over two hundred and twenty collepes and universities, over
twelve thonsand churches, and more than eleven thousand ministers
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connected with Evangelical denominations! This nation has twenty-
gix or twenty-seven thousand miles of railroad, and over five thousand
miles of canal. The number of farms 15 aboub ene and a badf millions :
the pumber of acres under cultivation, 13 nearly one hundred and
thirteen miflions. The anousl produce of Indian corn is suppozed to
be four hundred millions of bushels, The number of bushels of wheat,
rye, oats, barley, beans, potatoes, fruits, and roots of all kinds, must be
almost past finding out! T caonot give the number, at any rate. The
investments in manufactures amount to siz Aundred millions of dollars.
The value of the farms and farm-stock is five hundred millions of dol-
{ars. The worth of the internal trade is almost incaleulable. It
requirez almost twenty thousand miles to measure the ten largest
rivers of the United States. It requires nearly sifnety thosand sguare
mifes to mensure the surface of the five greatest lakes, Sixty years ago
the Union had something over five hundied and seventy-ons thousand
dollars in coin. In 1860 the amount of coin iz more than fwo hundred
sreedlioms, |

But, respected hearers, I cloge these statisties. I will only add, here,
that the spirit must be execeedingly sinful, and criminal to the deepest
degree, which would seck to shatter such a nation into fragments, or
have itz own will to be the rule of action! But such a catastrophe
cannot be permitted | Tet us who are ealled God's people maintain the
Constitution and laws of our country, until pesceably and lawfully
changed. Let an insurrectionary spirit, and wild fanaticism, be as far
from ug as sin is from holiness!|  'We shall now give some careful dis-
eriminetions in relation to the making up of national sins, and God’s
methods of punizhment.

In these discriminations, it may be proper to ask, In what way do
sing become national ¥ Must rulers and subjeets ; representatives and
represented ; learned and illiterate; refined and barbarous—all commit
the scme gorts of sins, and eontinue to comumit them until the nation’s
cup ig full, to make sin to be national ¥ The answer is, No. How,
then do sins become national?  We have seen that these two attributes
must be found, s0 as fo make it appear that the nation condemned is
“Jaden with iniquity”—mnamely, generality (Isa. i., 5} and gricvonsness.
Ezk. xiv. 13. Bat, in addition, it is very proper to define more par-
ticalarly :

1. When ministers of religion in prominent places and conspicuous
positions take a wrong course, the infeetion is apt to spread to the whole
hody of the people:  From the prophets of Jerusalem is prefaneness
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gone forth inte all the land.” Jer, xxziii., 15. Thizs does not mean
that every individual in the nation is corrupt, but that the generality
of all sorts have become profane and wicked.

2. When sin i searched out, and found to be very general, grievous,
and erying, the city, cities, or nationz found guilty, are given over to
destruction. # The ery of Sodom and Gomorrah is very great, their
sin is very grievouz; we will destroy this place—the Lord sent us to
destroy it.” Gen. xviil., 20, chap. xix., 13.

3. When influential persons sin  grievously, such as governors, rep-
resentatives, ministers of religion, magistrates and common people all
combine to defy and insult God, then they are corsed with God's curse.
“Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed me even this whole
nation.”—Mal. iii., §.

4. What evil things to a nation, persons high in authority do, the
people of the nation may be said to do, if' they connive at them, and
do not use the power they possess to hinder them. Thus the nation
of Isracl was several times brought under national guilt, in whole or in
part, beeause of the wickedness of men in authority, whom the people
either supported in their erimes, or were silent concerning them. #I
will love them no maore, all their prinees are revolters.” Hos. ix., 15.
Izrael is given up ¥ becaunze of the sing of Jereboam.” 1 Kings, xiv,,
16. The Lord would not pardon the sins of Judah, ¢ becanse of the
provoeations that Manassah had provoked God withal” 2 Kings, xxi.,
11—15. Yet Manassah was pardoned beeanse he repented, but the
nation wag not forgiven, because it repented nof, but continued to com-
mit the same sing. 2 Chron. xxxiii, 10—18%. The ginz of Saul in
violating the covenant with the Gibeonites, brought a famine for three
vears upon Isracl. 2 Sam. xxi., 1. Thus, what rulers do, may be said
of the mationz they govern. Yet 1t is possible, after all, that where
punizhments come from God npon nations for the gins of their rulers,
there is some other guilt among the people, or private consent in their
hearts with their rulers’ sins, which ripen them for the judgment
inflicted.

5. It is not necessary that people sin all alike in order to bring down
a national judgment. The national cup may be filled up with various
offences, arising 1n various ways, from the people, in different conditiona
and circumstanees. The sins of rulers and people in high life, are
uzually more secret and refined than the sins of common people. The
profane part of a nation sin enormously. Hence this true distinetion
follows—* The sing of a refined people are like streams of clear water
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impregnated with deadly peison, the water is apparently harmless; but
the ging of the common people are like water polluted with thick mud I
The one clasa sins genteelly, and says “ Stolen waters are sweet, and
bread eaten in secret iz pleasant.” Prov. ix.,17. The other class sins
openly and monstrounsly, like the surging ocean, * casting up mire and
dirt.”  Isa. lvii, 20. Poisoned waters, though limpid, and waters
made thick with mud, are nsvally cast into the same pit.

As to divine chastisements and punishments upon nations, these
things are ohservalile:

1. Impenitency must be added to rebellion before God will proceed
against a nation.

2. A land 18 not ruined unless it continues to sin affer being warned.

3. National mercies are not forfeited by the commission of gin, simply
considered, but as attended with additional grievous aggravations,

4. Ttter destruction comes not before lesser judgments are tried and
found unsuceessful. Amos iv., 9—13.

5. The greatest national sins will be freely forgiven mpon true na-
tional repentance. Psalm lxxviii., 34—38.

And this brings up the last topic in the arrangement, which is the
connecfion between national repentance and the preservation of national
mereies. There have alwaya been great displays of seveeignty in God's
dispenzation of national judpments, and, indeed, of national mercies.—
The sinss of multitude are often passed by, as it were; and often He
sends a judgment for a fow offences, yea, for even one, as in the case of
Achan.  Josh. vii., 1. It is not easy at all times, to judge of national
judgments.  God may afilict in order to mercy. He may take away
amaller blessings to make way for greater, He may destroy the gentry
to save the vulgar. He may shake the body of & nation, so that all
fear and tremble, when e only designs to make the mass of the people
(at least hiz own people’) more alive to their best interests, The judg-
ment of some goes hefore them, the judzment of others follows after
them. * God is his own interpreter” of iz own modes and reasons of
action.

Now, if’ repentance saves a nation from utter destruction, what kind
of repentance is required ?  Answer—It is not the perszonal repentance
which (lod reguires in order to eternal life ; nor that repentance whieh
God requires for the negleet of performing plain duty; but the very
seope i, such a national repentance, as will secure npational reconeilia-
tion with God, and prevent the removal of national mercies. The
prayer of Moses and hiz intercession turned away the wrath of God
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from Terael., Exod. xzxxii, 11—14. The atonement which Aaron made
caused the terrible judgmentof the plagne to cease. Numbers xvi,
46—48, The search made for sin by Joshun, and its discovery, and his
sanctification of Israel, ineluding their repentance, secured the defeat
of their enemies and God's reconeilement to his people.  Josh. vii., 24,
chap, 8—18. The prophet Isaish says: © Behold the Lord's hand is
not shortened that it cannot save; neither iz hiz ear heavy that it
cannot hear; but your iniquitics have separated between you and
your God; and your sins have hid his face from you that he will
not hear,”  Isa. lix, 1—2. The sin which causes separation be-
tween God and a nation must be nationally repented of, and nationally
forsaken. 1 will not, my worthy hearerz, detain you longer with
any detail of national sins, for which you are thiz day humbling
yourselves hefore God, but simply exhort you, whether you ean remem-
ber your own sing and the nation’s sing or not, to unite with me in
fervent prayer to God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our only Saviour,
that he would pardon the sins of thiz great, growing, and interesting
nation, and save her from the roin threatcned. And while we attempt
to pray, let our minds and hearts be steadfasily set wpon the word of
(rod, which gives us the true directions and warrant for prayer,

LET Ts UNITE IN TRAYER.

O, thou Almighty, self-existing, ommizcient, and eternal Lord God !
we presume to lift up our hearts and eyes to Thee, in the name
of Thy adorable Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Cur nation
ig in trouble, and our national, as well as our personal transgressions,
have called to Thee for vengeance. We would, O Lord, endeavor most
humbly to confess our sins before Thee, as a nation, this day, and say
our rulers, our judges, our mighty men, our great men, our rich men,
onr poor men, our ministers of Thy Gospel, our churehes, all onr fam-
ilies, all our people in the whole land, of every name and every pursuit,
have sinned against Thee, Az a nation, we have sinned againzt light
and love, and law and grace. We have sinned againzt the loveliest,
sweetest, choicest, most plentiful, and varied temporal blessings, and
againgt the spiritual and eternal blessings of Thy holy covenant. We
have ginned openly, publicly, privately, secretly, personally, relatively,
goeially, nationally, We have broken our national eovenant and our
- religions covenant. 'We have ran nearly mad after riches, resardless of
Thine own word. We have lusted after power. We have labored
with all our might for honor from men. We have neglected our duty
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to the fatherless, the orphan, the widow, the hungry, the naked, the
sick, the prisoner and captive, the poor, the desolate, and the oppressed ;
and justly, O Lord, mightest Thou have reduced us to their condition.
Justly, O our God, mightest Thou have taken the nation from us, or
us from the nation, and given it to our hetters, for onr many and
grievons sins.

Ag a nation we wonld deplore our ingratitude to Thee.  We have not
been humble and thankful as we ought to have been for the boundless
profusion of mercies, both temporal and spivitual, which Thou hast
ghowered upon our land,  Instead of profound humility, we have shown
natiwonal PRIDE, We have, a8 a nation, grown fat upon Thy bounty,
and then, instead of pure pratitude and thankiful acknowledgement of
Thy favors, we have, like * Jeshuran,” * kicked"” back at our gracious
Benefactor! We acknowledge this to be o base and debasing return
for Thy untold goodness to us.  Now, instead of being an affectionate,
united, fraternal nation, az we ought to be, Thy enemy, oh, Lord? and the
enemy of man, has managed fo bring his attempt to reduce us as o na-
tion to fragments, to a erisis!  So now it s * Managsah against Ephraim,
Kphraim against Manassah, and both they together against Judah,
eating, every man, the flesh of his own arm.” This, oh, God! iz not
only man against man, family agraingt family, section arainst section, but
it is tribe against tribe, the enemy knowing that the separation of our
States, like the separation of Thy tribes of old, will soon render the
whole an easy prey to the common destroyer !

Eternal Father! God of infinite merey! Thou hearer of FPrayer |
Thon grossly insulted, but yet most compassionate Benefactor | our
prayer for national pardon iz to THEE, in the name of ToE GrA®D
MasTER oF REqQUEsTs, the Lopp JEsUs, Thine own =on, and our own
Saviour.

“(h Thon that dwellest in the Heavens ™ Our eyes are toward Tuze.
Our hope is in Tuge. Let a pardon as long and as broad, as deep and
as high, az the extent of our guilt, whether personal or national, whether
of rulers or subjeets, be sent down from Thy throne ; and for the sake
of JEsUs, be sealed upon our dearly beloved, our chosen, our natural,
our adopted nation! Oh! our Father! Rememher the prayers, the
tears, the sufferings, the blood, the bereavements, the treasure this
nation has cost, and give her not wp to reprosch! Thou Almighty
Friend ! compose our national differences, unite divided hearts, dis-
nfap-nint the expectationz of the wicked, teach the nation an effectual,
lasting, salutary Lessow; but save her from internal rebellion, from



20

external invasion, and from the destruction of all Thon holdest dear in
the land ! Thou hast told us in our national distresses to © take with
us words and turn to the Lord,” &, We do take words from Thy
own word, Oh Lord, and pray Thee to < stir up Thy strength and come
and save us” We pray Thee for Thy Grear NaMEsAEE, for the
sake of JEsus, for the sake of all Thy people and all Thine interests
in this nation and in this world, to send Thy Heoly Spirit to the hearta
of the whole population ; to “rebuke the company of spearmen,” and
to  scatter Thou them that delight in war!”  Amen.
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