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“That The World May Believe”

?QI have glorified thee on earth: 1
have finished the work which
thou gavest me to do. And now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine
own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was.”

The terrible agony of the cross was
still before him when our Saviour
spoke these words. The awful experi-
ence which made him cry out - "My
God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” still hung over his head,
but he looked beyond and spoke as
though all were already finished.

Sinful man had sought to drag God
down into the moving cauldron of
chance. Man had sought to make God
over in his own image, thereby as it
were sealing his own doom. But God
sent forth his Son into the world that
whosoever should believe in him
should not perish but have everlasting
life. Upholding all things by the word
of his power, Christ came to save his
people from their sin. Now he has
accomplished his work. “For I have
given unto them the words which
thou gavest me; and they have receiv-
them, and have known surely that I
came out from thee, and they have
believed that thou dids’t send me.”

A finished work Christ came to do
on earth - a finished wotk for his
people, and a finished work within
the hearts of his people he came to
perform. Nor did he refer only to
those who walked and talked with him
on earth when he uttered this memor-
able prayer. Would others, besides the
disciples, believe in him? When he,
the gracious and loving Saviour, the
sinless one, had returned to heaven,
would others still receive his words?
Would poor, benighted sinful men
such as the disciples were, be able to
persuade other men, equally sinful
with themselves, to receive his words
as they had received them from his
own lips? Never fear! “Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through
their word . . .”" They to whom Christ
manifested the Father's name will in
turn manifest his name among men.
And through the prayer of their inter-
cessor in heaven men shall believe in
this name.
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Nor shall they who believe in his
name be long separated from him.
He came to save them to the utter-
most. “'Father, I will that they also,
whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am; that they may be-
hold my glory, which thou hast given
me; for thou lovest me before the
foundation of the world.”

You must declare his Name.

You then are called to manifest the
name of Christ among men. And as
you declare his name he through you
is declaring the Father’s name: “And

Professor C. Van Til, Presiding
Fellow of the faculty of Westminster
Seminary, delivered the accompanying
brief address to the graduates during
the Commencement exercises May 21.

I have declared unto them thy name,
and will declare it . . . And all this is
to be done “that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.”

It is for your ability to fulfill this
task assigned you, this task of declar-
ing the name of Christ to the world,
in order that the world might believe,
that the Saviour offered this his high
priestly prayer. And his prayer is
certain to be heard. For he prays for
them whom the Father has given him.
“I have manifested thy name unto the
men which thou gavest me out of the
world. Thine they were, and thou
gavest them me: and they have kept
thy word.”

Is all then to be easy for you?

If then the Father has given to
Christ those for whom he prays and
if he has finished the work of saving
them in the world, and if he prays
for those who through their word
shall believe on him, is not all to be
easy for you? Are not things bound
to happen as Christ wants them to
happen?

Easy for you, did I say? Easy, with
Satan seeking as a roaring lion those
whom he may devour? Easy for you
did I say? With a world of unbelief
like to that of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees round about you seeking to
destroy the name of Christ from off

the tace of the earth? Easy for you,
with the emissaries of the anti-Christ
pretending to speak in the name of
Christ sitting in high places, in that
which they call the church of Christ?
Easy for you? In a world whose wis-
dom, though made foolishness with
God, has great allurements for such
sinners as you are?

Easy for you, did I say? It is
impossible for you. It is impossible
for you unless, through the prayer of
Christ in heaven you learn to pray for
yourselves what he prays for you.
What did he and what does he pray
for you? I mean what does the
Saviour continue to pray for you that
you may proclaim his name in the
world, that the world may believe?

1. He prays that you may be kepr
in the world. He prays that you may
not be engulfed by the world. He
knows that Satan’s fury has only in-
creased through his defeat accomplish-
ed through the cross. He knows that
if it were possible Satan would de-
ceive the very elect of God. He knows
that the blandishments of the world
and its wisdom would be too much
for you. He knows you would sink
unless his prayers should moment by
moment hold you up.

2. He prays that you may be
sanctified through the word. He prays
that you may be sanctified through his
word which is trath. Satan would like
to have you present the word of
Christ - since he cannot altogether
prevent its presentation - apologetical-
ly. He would like to have you appeal
to sinful men as rightful judges of the
truth. He would like to have you
present the name of Christ as though
it will only probably save. And there-
fore he would like to have you pre-
sent God’s name as only probably
present among men. He would like to
have you do what false teachers in the
church are doing, - say that God is
still wholly hidden even when he is
revealed in Jesus the Christ. For then
Christ’s prayer would not be answered.
Then his name was not and cannot
be declared among men.

Over against all this Christ prays
that you may be sanctified through the
truth. He would have you see the
truth as truth. He would have you see
that the Son of God has come into
the world, that he actually defeated
Satan there; that all this is true. He
would have you teach that all this is
accomplished, finished fact. He would
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have you say with Paul: "I know
whom I have believed, and am per-
suaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him
against that day.”

3. Above all he prays that ye may
all be one. He is not here praying the
prayer of the modern ecumenicist. He
1s not praying that all men, those who
love the lie as well as those who love
the truth, may be one. He prays that
those who are being kept from the lie
because they love the truth, that those
who are sanctified through the truth,
may be fully one with him as he is
one with the Father. “That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.”

Look to what seemingly impossible
heights the Christ lifts you through
his prayer. He wants to make you
“perfect in one” even as he has per-

fect love for the Father, and the
Father has perfect love for him.

How else but through this perfect
love for God the Father and for God
the Son through the Spirit who is
sent to you by both the Father and
the Son, can you so present the name
of God “‘that the world may believe.”

How else but by being sanctified
through the truth of the Father and
how else but by being kept, upheld
by his everlasting arms, can you pre-
sent Christ to the world?

Pray earnestly then that prayer
which your Saviour prays for you in
heaven, for union, the union of per-
fect love to God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Ghost, for
keeping and sanctifying grace.

Then you will be able to do that
which, without such prayer it would
be impossible for you to do - present
the name of God through Christ to
the world, that the world might
believe that God has sent Him.

Orthodox Preshyterian

Church News

New Church Organized
In Pennsylvania

The group of persons who have
been holding meetings in the
neighborhood of Pulaski, Pennsylvania
have organized as the Nashua Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church, since
“Nashua™ is the name of the parti-
cular area where the meetings are
held. So far fifteen adults and nine
baptized children have been enrolled
as members of the church.

Most of the people were formerly
members of the United Presbyterian
Church located in New Bedford. Their
withdrawal from that church was due
largely to their opposition to the
union with the Presbyterian Church
in the U. S. A., which has just taken
place.

Services are held in a school house
located on the Harbor-Pulaski road
three miles south of Pulaski. For the
present the services consist of a Sun-
day school at 2 p.m. and a worship
service at 3 p.m., with a prayer and
study hour on Tuesday evenings. The
Presbytery of Ohio of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, which is super-
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vising this congregation, has secured
for the summer months the services
of Mr. C. Ralph Verno as supply
pastor. Mr. Verno graduated from
Westminster Seminary in 1955, and
has been teaching in Ashland Theo-
logical Seminary and serving a small
congregation near Cleveland. In the
fall Mr. Verno expects to teach in
the Christian High School in Wyn-
cote, Pa.

A member of this new congregation,
Miss Margaret 1. Duff, sister of the
Rev. Clarence Duff, missionary in
Eritrea, has written an account design-
ed to show the background from
which this congregation has come. We
quote portions of her account:

Background of Nashua
Orthodox Presbyterian Church

By MARGARET 1. DuUFF

The New Bedford United Presby-
terian Church, from which a group
has recently come out to join with
others in forming a new congregation
of the Orthodox Presbyterian denom-
ination, has a century and a half of
history. The church began in 1808 by
the removal of part of the Mahoning

congregation of the Associate (Seced-
er) Church. The new congregation,
known as Deer Creek Church, first
worshipped in a grove about a mile
northeast of the present village of
New Bedford. The only “building”
was a tent or roofed-over platform
for the preacher and the precenter.
Rough-hewn logs in the shade of the
trees served as pews. In winter wor-
ship was in private homes. A log
house was the first church building,
followed by a frame building in 1822,
and another in 1848. In 1827 there
were 78 families with 167 communi-
cant members in the church.

The organizer and first pastor of
Deer Creek Church was a Rev. Mr.
Duncan. He had two other churches
with Deer Creek. He presently began
to preach doctrines at variance with
those of the Seceder Church, and
finally he was tried and suspended
from the ministry of the Associate
Church.

In 1833 Deer Creek Church called
a pastor for itself, the Rev. James P.
Ramsey. Mr. Ramsey took a strong
stand against slavery, when that issue
was raised, and his congregation was
divided, though a majority stood with
him.

In 1858 occurred the union between
the Associate and the Associate- Re-
formed Churches, by which the
United Presbyterian Church came into
existance. With the coming of this
union, some of the Deer Creek mem-
bers began attending United Presby-
terian congregations in West Middle-
sex or Mahoning.

The present building of the Deer
Creek Church was erected in New
Bedford in 1883, and the congrega-
tion was henceforth known as the
New Bedford congregation. In re-
cent years this church had unusual
opportunities to hear the Reformed
faith, under the successive ministries
of the Rev. G. I. Williamson, now
pastor of Grace Orthodox Presbyteri-
an Church of Fall River, Mass., and
the Rev. Heinrich B. Eiler. During
the discussions of several years, in
which the question of union with the
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.
has been in the forefront, the people
of New Bedford Church seemed op-
posed to the union. Mahoning Pres-
bytery was one of the few presbyteries
of the United Presbyterian denomina-
tion to vote against the union. How-
ever when the merger was approved,
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