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A MAN FOR THE HOUR
LITTLE over two years ago the long conflict
between Modernism and the Christian religion in

the Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A. entered in-
to its final phase. Chris-
tian people were asked to
support the Modernist
propaganda of the Board
of Foreign Missions.
When they refused to do
so, and when they in sup-
port of their refusal ap-
pealed to the Bible and
to the constitution of the
church, they were placed
under the ban; and the
doors of the ministry
were closed to others
who, like them, would not
promise to put the word
of man above the Word
of God.

In this conflict, who
would be raised up as a
spokesman and defender
of the gospel cause?
Who would stand in hos-
tile General Assemblies
and say a good word for
Christian liberty and for
the lordship of Jesus

Christ? Who would plead before biassed judicial com-
missions in order that the record, at least, might show,

AN ANNOUNCEMENT

With the present issue ''The Presbyterian Guardian’ appears
under the editorship_of J. Gresham Machen, D.D., Litt.D., and
El;d B. Stonehouse, Th.D., with Mr. Thomas R. Birch as Managing

itor.

This paper was begun in October, 1935, as the organ of the
Presbyterian Constitutional Covenant Union, which had been
organized to bring about a reform of the Presbytetian Church in
the US.A. or, failing that, to continue the true spiritual succession
of that church in a body distinct from the existing organization.
Employment of an editor at full salary would not have been
financially possible; but the paper was exceedingly fortunate in
securing, af the start, the services of the Rev. H. McAllister Giriffiths,
D.D., who was also General Secretary of the Covenant Union.

On June 11, 1936, the Covenant Union was dissolved and The
Presbyterian Church of America was constituted. Just before the
dissolution_of the Covenant Union, the assets, liabilities and good
will of *The Presbyterian Guardian' were transferred to The
Presbyterian Guardian Publishing Company, which is now pub-
lishing the paper.

Since our financial resources do not warrant the employment of
an editor at full-time salary, we are obliged, fo our great regret,
to release Dr. Griffiths from his engagement with us, though we
rejoice greatly in the assurance of his continued counsel and
assistance.

We are happy to announce that the editorship will be undertaken
by the Rev. Professor Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D., of the Faculty of
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. Dr. Stonehouse
is assuming full editorial supervision of the paper, except that the
editorial pages, for the present, will be in charge of the senior
editor, Dr. Machen. Mr. Birch, Managing Editor, will be in charge
of the business affairs of the office and will continue to render
important service in the matter of the make-up of the paper.
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to all fair enough to examine it, the ruthlessness of the
ecclesiastical machine in the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. and the justice of the unpopular cause?

The answer to these
questions could not very
well be given in the edi-
torial pages of this paper
hitherto, since the mod-
esty of the Editor pre-
vented it; but no such
inhibition rests upon us
now, and so we can say
very plainly that in our
judgment the man whom
God raised up to be pre-
éminently the spokesman
of the evangelical cause
in the councils and courts
of the church was the
Rev. H. McAllister
Griffiths, D.D., who has
up to the last issue been
the Editor of THE PrEs-
BYTERIAN GUARDIAN.

In 1934 it was he who
stood on the floor of the
General Assembly and
opposed the indifferentist
plan of union with the
United Presbyterian
Church and who also pled
with the Assembly not to

dethrone Jesus Christ by adopting the “Mandate” re-
quiring an implicit obedience to human councils. At
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Is Religion Coming Back?
A Review by the REV. CORNELIUS VAN TIL, Ph.D.

Tue Rerury To Rericion, by Henry C.
Link, Ph.D., Director of the Psycho-
logical Service Center, New York City,
The Macmillan Co., N. Y., 1936. $1.75.

HE author of this book tells us

that in his youth he had “what
might be considered an extremely
heavy dose of religion.” Yet because
he “possessed a genuine craving for
knowledge and truth” he found the
intellectual atmosphere of the small
college he entered stifling. This small
college was “known for the fact that
eighty per cent of its graduates
entered the ministry.” The following
year he entered “one of our great
Eastern colleges, as a sophomore.”
Two of his first courses were the
history of philosophy and religious
education. “The history of philosophy
was the story of man’s intellectual
emancipation from the superstitions
and blinding beliefs of religion. It
described the birth of science through
the martyrdom of men who dared to
defy the dogmas of the church.” Of
this course the author says further:
“It was about the most illuminating
and stimulating course I have ever
taken. It was the perfect answer to
certain doubts about religion pre-
viously aroused in my mind. It gave
me a tremendous respect for the
powers of reason and for the revela-
tions of science, and it left religion
without a leg to stand on.” (p. 8.)
The course in religious education, the
author tells us, made all his previous
conceptions of the Bible seem childish.

In order to complete the picture of
the ruin of his early religious convic-
tions, the author adds a word about
the course in anthropology. “Its high
point was the lecture, in which the pro-
fessor drew a small circle on the black-
board and a large circle around it.

~ “‘Thissmallcircle,” heexplained, ‘in-
cludes the realm of scientific facts, the
things we really know and can prove,
the facts of physics, chemistry, mathe-
matics, etc. Between this larger circle
and the smaller circle,” he said, ‘lies the
field of partly proven facts, of half-
knowledge. . .. Outside of this area of
half-knowledge lies thewhole realm of
superstitions, beliefs, and notions for
which we have no proof of any kind.
The idea of God and the beliefs of
religion fall in this indeterminate area.

We cannot prove the existence of God,
neither can we prove that he does not
exist. In respect to this great field, the
truly intellectual man can only say,
‘T don’t know.””

‘What was the result of this instruc-
tion on the beliefs of the college stu-
dents? To this question the author re-
plies as follows: “The students divided
themselves roughly into two groups,
those who did not take their professors
too seriously or were too stupid to
understand the full significance of
what was being taught, and those who
were earnest seekers after truth or
possessed good minds. The duller the
student, the more likely it was that his
religion would remain intact, in a
logic-tight compartment which his
studies failed to penetrate. The more
analytic a student, the more penetrat-
ing his search for truth, the higher his
1. Q., the more likely he was to be
stripped of his religious beliefs. T
was a Phi Beta Kappa student, and
the higher education left me a com-
plete and powerfully fortified agnos-
tic” (p. 10).

But now the author has come back
to a belief in religion. Moreover, he
has come back to religion because of
the “discoveries of scientific psychol-
ogy.” This sounds very encouraging.
We are anxious to hear of these “dis-
coveries.” Many a Christian parent
whose sons or daughters have, like Dr.
Link, become ‘“powerfully fortified”
agnostics, will hastily turn the pages
of this book for help. Their sons and
daughters were unwilling to listen to
their arguments, but surely they will
listen to the “discoveries of scientific
psychology.”

Unfortunately, however, such par-
ents will discover, ere they have fin-
ished the first chapter, that the “dis-
coveries of scientific psychology” have
not led the author back to historic
Christianity. Says Dr. Link: “How-
ever, in so far as I can sum up what
I mean by religion, it includes the be-
lief in God as a Supreme Being; the
belief in a divine moral order ex-
pressed in the Ten Commandments
and in the life of Christ, and the ac-
ceptance of the Church as the chief,
even though imperfect, vehicle of re-
ligious truths that are greater than
science, and values that are higher
than reason” (p. 14).

Now we do certainly rejoice that
the author’s work in psychology has
led him back to this much of religion.
To have this sort of religion is better
than to have no religion at all. Yet
this religion is not the Christian re-
ligion. The “discoveries of psychol-
ogy,” as described and interpreted by
the author, do not lead guilty sinners
to the foot of the cross of Christ to
escape the wrath of God.

Thus our high expectations drop.
As orthodox Christians we may indeed
get some help from such a book as
this. We may learn from it that bold
rationalistic interpretations of the uni-
verse have failed to satisfy many lead-
ing scientists. We may learn from it
that many scientists today admit the
fact of Mystery. But all this can only
bring to the brink of despair, unless
we may surely believe in a positive
revelation of God! When you are lost
in the woods it is better to know it
than not to know it. But to know that
you are lost and to know of no way of
escape is surely nothing to be desired,
and this knowledge that “reason” is
lost in the woods is all that the author
offers.

An Indictment
of Unbelief

THE MENACE - oF MoberNIsM, by
Merril T. MacPherson. Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich,,
1936. 20c.

HIS booklet contains the message

which the author delivered in the
Moody Memorial Church at the last
Founders’ Week Conference. Dr.
Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of the
Sunday School Times, gives a good
introduction to it, and one of Phil
Saint’s telling cartoons is on the
cover.

The first part of the address deals
with the undermining of such insti-
tutions as the Lord’s Day, the home,
the school and the church. While this
is all too true, the reader will prob-
ably wish the space had been used
to enlarge upon the evidence of Mod-
ernism and its menace, as demon-
strated in the last part of this mes-
sage. That part shows that Modern-
ism is to blame for this devastation.
It is pointed out that Modernism at-
tacks the Bible, Jesus Christ and true
Christians. The last division shows
that Modernism has robbed the peo-





