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ADVERTISEMENT.

Theſe diſcourſes were compoſed about eleven months ago , without any ref.

erence to the particular occafion on which they were delivered, and withouta .

ny fixed purpoſe of delivering them on any occafion : This is a reaſon why

the particular occaſion of the public faſts is ſo little alluded to . They are pub

liſhed from the copy originally prepared without any other alteration than ſome

verbal connectionsand what is inſerted in the notes. They have occaſioned

fome ſpeculations, and ſeveralmiſrepreſentations have gone abroad. They are

now publiſhed that they may ſpeak for themſelves. All that I can ſay of the

remarks which may appeara little out of the common road, is, that they were

written under the moſt entire conviction of their truth . The reaſon why the

publication has been ſo long delayed, has been that the manuſcript from which

they are printed, was out of my reach, and only came into my hands this day.

Colrain, September 18, 1812.

.



SERMON I.

JER. 5, xxix . - Shall I not visitfor these things saith the Lord ?

Shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?

IT wasthe lot of the prophet Jeremiah to be raiſed up

and

called to the prophetic officein a very degenerate age.
The

floods, as well of idolatry as vice, with which the nation had

been inundated , during a long reign of a cruel, wicked, and

idolatrous Manaſſeh , had, it is true,received a temporary check ,

by the zealousand perſevering endeavours of a virtuous and

pious Jofiah to effect a reformation . Apoftacy had however

taken ſuch a deep root, that altho' the current of defection

was for a time arreſted, and vice overawed by his preſence and

authority, yetit does not appear that the body of the nation

ever concurred heartily in that reformation . Hence it was

that nearly all its good fruits and effects diſappeared as foon

as one of his degenerate offspring mounted the throne. The

prophet Jeremiah being himſelf a witneſs to this awful pro

greſs in the road to ruin, was frequently ſent both to the rul

ers and the nation with heavy tidings. It does not appear

that either his denunciations of impending vengeance , or his

pathetic exhortations to repentance and reformation, were

accompanied with any remarkable ſucceſs. By his faithful

nefs he rouſed the indignation of a profligate court, and an

equally profligate people, againſt himſelf, and became the vic

tim of a moitcruel and unrelenting perſecution, by which his

life was repeatedly expoſed to the moſt imminent danger.

Unlike thoſe prophets who foretold things which were not

to come to paſs until after the lapſe of many ages, he lived to

witneſs the accompliſhment of ſome of his moſt important

predictions, in the actual deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the

Temple, the ſlaughter and captivity of the principal part of

the inhabitants, and the almoſt entire deſolation of the whole

land.

God was the political King and Lawgiver of the Jewiſh

nation , in a ſenſewhich was peculiar to that people. We can.

not therefore find any other nation whoſe ſituation is , in all

reſpects, parallel to that of the Jews. But altho' there is a
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difference in many reſpects, yet it will perhaps be ſcarcely por

ſible to find any other nation between whoſe ſituation and

that of the Jews there are more points of reſemblance than in

that of the United States. To trace that reſemblance , by

taking a review of the hiſtory of theſe States, andcomparing

it with that of the Jews, would lead to diſcuſſions foreign to

my prefent purpoſe . But altho' there ſhould , in many ref

pects, be a diffimilarity in our ſituation, there is ſtill a refem

blance, not only between them and us, but between them

and all other nations, in this leading feature of their

reſpective ſituations, i. e. That every nation is under the

watchful care ofprovidence, and will, in their national capac

ity, be rewarded or puniſhed according to their conduct, in

proportion to the advantages for religious and moral improve

ment which they enjoy. In that remarkable paſſage of holy

writ which we have, Jer. 18, vii-X, there is no reſtriction

to the Jews or to any particular nation. It is, At what instant

I shall speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom , (i . e. con

cerning any nation or any kingdom ) to pluck up, to pull down,

and to deſtroy it. If that nation,against whom I have pronounced,

turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do

unto them. And at whatinstant I shall speck concerning a nation ,

and concerning a kingdom , to build and to plant it ; ifit do evil in my

sight, that it obey notmy voice, then I will repent of the good that I

saidI would benefit them . Agreeable to this declaration has

been the uſual conduct of providence in every age. Nations

have been raiſed up from time to time, and foſtered with the

moſt indulgent care of heaven. They have been afterwards

feverely corrected for their fins, and had their names finally

blotted out from among the nations of the earth. Man is to

be viewed in a two-fold capacity. Firſt as an individual plac

ed in this world in a ſtate of trial, as a candidate for an im

mortality of either happineſs or miſery — and 2dly. as a con

ftituent member of civil ſociety, or as belonging to a partic

ular kingdom , nation or body politic. As it reſpects man as

an individual, his ſituation isundoubtedly in the firſt point of

view the moſt important, Our time in this world is but

ſhort, and all are rapidly haſtening to an untried ſtate of ex

iſtence, where we muſt appear before the judgment feat of

Chriſt, to give an account of the deeds done in the body. So

1
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extenſive, ſtrict, and accurate, will be this ſcrutiny, that eve

ry work muſt be brought into judgment, and every ſecret

thing that men do, whether it be good or evil ; and every

man will be rewarded according to his works. God is alſo

to be conſidered as the judge of kingdoms and nations, as

well as of individuals, onlywith thisdifference, that the pe

riod of retribution for the latter, will be after the clofe of the

preſent ſcene, and the full meaſure of rewards and puniſh

ments will be diſpenſed in a future world, whereas, on the

other hand, nations as ſuch , or in their national capacity, are

judged and their rewardsand puniſhments diſpenſed in the

prefent ſtate . This world is the only theatre on which na

tions exiſt. Here they are either built up or pulled down,

exalted to a ſtate of national proſperity, or corrected and pun

iſhed by ſevere chaſtiſements. Theſe national clamities are

ſometimes inflicted for their good, but at others for their ex

tinction from the liſt of nations. Righteousness exalteth a nas

tion , but sin (particularly national ſin ) is the reproach to any people.

The prophet Jeremiah, as well in this chapter as in many

other parts of his prophecy, gives an affecting andmelancholy

picture of the corruption anddegeneracy of the Jews. This

degeneracy conſiſted of two branches ; which have not only

a natural but a neceffary connection together ; viz. In an

apoftacy from the principles and practice of the true religion ,

by adopting the idolatrous cuſtoms of the ſurrounding na

tions, andin the awful prevalence of almoſt every ſpecies of

immorality . This the prophet paints in glowing colours,

chap. 2 , xiii. For my people have committed two evils ; they have

forsaken Me,thefountain ofliving waters, and hewed them out cis

terns , broken cisterns, that can hold no wate For theſe things

God threatens them with his diſpleaſure, the fruits of which

they ſoon after lo ſeverely experienced . The words of the

text are twice repeated in this chapter, viz . ver. ix & xxix, to

ſhow that this viſitation and vengeance were both certain and

neceſſary in the nature ofthings. Shall not my soul be avenged

on such a natior, as this ? The viſitation here threatened was a

national viſitation, and the fins for which they were to be vi

ſited were national fins. For the farther illuſtration of the

ſubject, I ſhall

1
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1. Offer ſome general remarks on God's viſitation of fin .

ful nations, and the manner in which he viſits them.

2. I ſhall notice ſeveral traits in our national character

which go to ſhow , that we are ſuch a nation as has juſt rea

fon to dread the righteous viſitations of heaven.

iſt. I am to make fomegeneral remarks on God's viſita

tion of ſinful nations,and the manner in which he viſits them.

When mention is made in the facred oracles, of Gud's viſit

ing either an individual or a nation, the term is not always to

be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe. The term to viſit is indiſ.

criminately applied to acts of judgment and of mercy .

In

many inſtances it means the ſameas the performance of a

mercy promiſed, but in others it means theinfliction of a pre

viouſly threatened judgment. The places of ſcripture in

which the term is uſed in both theſe fenſes are too numerous

to particularize. A few however may be briefly noticed.

God will surely visit you ; (i. e. in order to perform the mercy

promiſed to your Fathers, in delivering you out of this land)

andye shall carry up my bones from hence, ſays dying Juſeph to

his ſurrounding brethren. What is man that thou shouldst visit

him every morning ? ſays Job . O God of hosts look down from

Heaven,and visit this vine and the vineyard which thine own right

hand hath planted. , 0 visit me with thy salvation. - Pfalinift.

The coming of Chriſt is alſo called a viſitation and redemp

tion of Gov's people. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he

hath visited and redeemed his people. — Luke 1 ,lxviii. The day

springfrom on high hath visited us.-- Ver. vxxviii. But in many

places God's viſiting a people is the ſame with his inflicting a

threatened puniſhment. I the Lord am a jealous God, visiting

the iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, ſays Jehovah him

felf. And again. In the day when I visit, I will visit th.ir sin

. He viſits his people's iniquities with a rod, and

their tranſgreſſions with ſtripes. All afflictive diſpenſations of

providence, whether more or leſs fevere, may be conſidered

as God's viſitations . It plainly appears, from its connection

with vengeance, that this is the ſenſe of viſiting in the text .

It was a correction , and one of the ſevereſt kind, which was

threatened.

The ways in which God viſits offending nations, either for

upon them ,
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nezzar.

correction or feverer puniſhment are various. Sometimes

he puniſhes by wars, which, notwithſtanding all their power

and preparations, are, by the immediate interpoſition of heav

én, rendered unſucceſsful. The race is not always to the

ſwift, nor does victory uniformly fall to the lot of the appa

rently moſt powerful. It has not been an uncommon event,

for one nation to be cruſhed , and to fall under the dominion

of another people apparently much leſs powerful than them.

ſelves, eſpecially when God delivers them into the power of

their enemies, as he did the Jews into the hands of Nebuchad .

God frequently in this way viſited the children of

Ifrael, as well for their idolatry as their other vices. The pef

tilence is alſo another weapon whereby God frequently pun

iſhes offending nations. This has proved ſometimes more

and ſometimes leſs extenſive. In this way, He ſeveral times

puniſhed the children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, particularly

when they tranfgrefſed fo grievouſly in the affair of the Gold

en Calf; in the matter of Peor, and when he ſent quails to

gratify their luftings, and with them fent the plagueto pun

ith their murmurings, and many of the people periſhed. In

this way he alſo puniſhed David's fin in numbering the peo

ple. Sometimes alſo He viſits offending nations by famine,

by ſending cleanneſs of teeth in all their dwellings, and want

of bread in all their habitations. God has many ways to ef

fect this, as, by withholding the former and latter rain in their

ſeaſon ; by making the heaven over their head iron , the

earth braſs, and the rain of the land powder and duft ; by

unſeaſonable rain, hail and ſtormy winds ; by blaſting and

mildew ; by the caterpillar and locuſt, which are God's ar

my, or by earthquakes, inundations, and fiery eruptions.-

Theſe and many other phenomena of nature are all obedient

to the divine will, and God can uſe them either for the cor

rection or deſtruction of a guilty nation . In this way he once

viſited Ifrael, inthe days of David, and ſtill more ſeverely,

during the reign of Ahab, when there was no rain upon the

land for the ſpace of three years and ſix months.

phet Jeremiah was once a witneſs to a ſevere correction ofthis

kind, the conſequences of which he paints in ſuch affecting

colours in the 14th chapter of his prophecy,

The pro

1
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Even thoſe inſtitutions which are in themſelves calculated

for the good, the happineſs, and the proſperity of nations,

when perverted fromtheir original deſign,become in God's

hand, the inſtruments of chaſtiſement, and even of vengeance .

We may notice as one inſtance of this kind , the ordinance

of civil government. Unleſs it is where there is violent per

verting of juſtice in a nation , rulers are the miniſters of God

for good, and a terror only to evil doers. Nothing can be a

greater temporal bleſſing to a nation , than wife and virtuous

rulers. On the other hand, nothing can be a greater fcourge

than wicked men when inveſted with great power. While the

righteous are in authority, the people rejoice ; but when the wicked

bear rule thepeople mourn. When the Queen of Sheba beheld

the wiſdom and equity with which Solomon adminiſtered the

government, ſheexclaims, Becauſe the Lordloved Iſraelforever,

therefore made Hethee King to execute judgment and juſtice. What

arich bleſſing did God'santient people find in the adminiftra

tion of Mofes, Joſhua, David, Solomon in the early part of

his reign , Hezekiah, Joſiah and others ? On the other hand

how many nations do we find groaning under the hand of a

cruel unrelenting deſpotiſm ? Indeed it is probable that hy

far the greateſt part of the human race, inſtead of enjoying

the bleſling of a government conſulting the happineſs and

proſperity of thenation , are at this moment bound down

under a deſpotiſm which is rather a curſe than a bleſſing.-

Both weak and wicked rulers are a curſe to a nation, and as

ſuch they are frequently the ſubjects of complaint in the fac

red oracles. Woe unto thee 0 Land, when thy king is a child .

Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves. Every one

loveth giftsandfolloweth after rewards. Theyjudge not the fath

erless, neither doth the cause of the Widow come unto them . That

they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the Prince asketh and

the Judge askethfor a reward, and the great man he uttercth his

mischievous desire, so they wrap it up. The best of them is as a

briar, and the most upright of them is sharper than a thorn hedge.

But greataswas this calamity, the prophet Micah confiders

it as inflicted on himſelf, and on his nation by the hand of

God, and as ſuch , he reſolves to bear it with patience, ſay

ing, I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned
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against Him ,until He plead my cause and execute judgmentfor me.

Altho’the deſign of infinite wiſdom be very different, yet

when it falls to the lot of a nation to have children to be their

princes, and babes to rule over them, or to be ſubjected eith

er to weak or wicked rulers, men who either do not know,

or have not integrity and independence eno ih to purſue

ſuch a courſe as the public welfare den ands -Should ſuch

rulers be elevated even by the people thecuves, thefinger

of God is as really viſible in their elevation, as when a Moſes,

a Joſhua, a David or a Waſhington is raiſed up. It is God

who raiſes up one and puts down another, whether it be His

deſign to plant or to rear up to maturity a kingdom or na

tion, or to beſtow a king in His anger whom He will again

take away in His wrath.: Nationsaswell as individualsmay,

many times, read their crime in their puniſhment. When a

peoplepoſſeſſingthe invaluable privileges of ſelecting rulers

by their free fuffrages, for important places of public truft,

exerciſe that right without having any regard to ſuitable qual

ifications, either moral, religious or political, but either mere

ly to ſerve party views, or to gratify ſome finifter paffion, it

it is far from uncommon for ſuch rulers to prove a curſe rath

er than a bleſſing to a people. When God thus cauſes the

wickedneſs of a people to correct them, and their backſlid

ings to reprove them , melancholy experience teaches them

that it is an evil thing and a bitter, to depart from the Lord

their God. A ſtriking example of this we have in the She

chemites, after they had elevated Abimeleck to the ſupreme

power among them , while his hands were reeking with the

innocent blood of his murdered brethren. Fire came out

from Abimeleck and devoured the men of Shechem, and fire

came out from the men of Shechem and devoured Abime

leck, agreeably to the curſe of Jotham the ſon of Zerubbaal.

Paſſingby other inſtances which are of a more antient date,

I ſhali barely allude to one which has come within the ſphere

of our own obſervation, and which perhaps gives as ſtriking

an illuſtration of the truth of this obſervation, as any which

the world has witneſſed for many centuries paft. There can

not be a doubt but the preſent French Emperor, who rules o

ver muft of the nations of continental Europe with ſuch deſ

B
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potic fway, has been raiſed up as a ſcourge in the hand of

God to puniſh offending nations for their wickedueſs, and

that he is as truly the rod of God's anger , as was the Aſſyri

an of old. But while that nation , with this man at its head,

ſtill continues to be a rod in God's hand to puniſh other

nations, ficherheen herſelf compelled to drink deep of the

bitter cup. The many unjuſt, cruel and fanguinary execu

tions and no flacres which characterized the commencement

of her revoli op , together with the deſolating wars which

have and fill do mark its progreſs, connected with the con

fcription and other tyrannical means to which it has been

found neceſſary to refort to recruit her armies, which are dai

ly hurried on to the flaughter in order to fatiate the inſatia

ble ambition of an upſtart uſurper, connected with almoſt

every ſpecies of domeſtic tyranny and oppreſſion, are means

whereby ſhe is feverely chaſtiſed at this moment. Perhaps

her correction is little leſs fevere than that of other nations

which ſhe has fubdued and enſlaved .

Some times God viſits nations ſeverely for their correction ,

when he means nothing but mercy in the end. By humbling

them firſt before he lifts them up, he intends the better to

prepare them for thoſe mercies, which he has in ſtore. At

other times his viſitations are intended for deſtruction and

not for correction. There is an analogy between the man

ner of God's dealing with offending nations, and the puniſh

ments inflicted on the violators of wholfome laws in a well

regulated commonwealth . Some puniſhments are corrective,

and are intended both for the ſecurity of ſociety, and if pof

fible to bring about the reformation of the offender. All

puniſhments are not of this kind . Capital puniſhments, at

leaft, form an exception, and perhaps others leſs than capital.

They are intended for the good of fociety, and to deter others

from the commiflion of ſimilar crimes. Juſt fo it is with

either theſe national or individual chaſtiſements which pro

ceed immediately from the hand of God. All the afflictions

to which mankind are ſubjected in the preſent life, may be

properly termed corrective. They at all times may, and of.

tentimes do turn out for the good of the individual. By this

shall the iniquity of Jucuó be purged, and all the fruit is to take away
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sin . But whatever valuable ends future puniſhments anſwer,

as it reſpects the intelligent univerſe, and no doubt theſe ends

are vaſtly important, yet it muſt be admitted that when

Chriſt fall come in flaining fire, to take vengeance on them

who know not God and obey not the Goſpel, who are to be

puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of

the Lord and the glory of his power, the end to beanſwered

is
very different from one which is merely corrective, or cal

culated only for the good of the individual, Jultſo it is with

God's viſitations of kingdoms and nations. Many ſevere pub.

lic calamities are inflicted which do in the end terminate in

national good. Such was the illue of thoſe, many of them

very ſevere chaſtiſements, which God inflicted on his antient

people for their fins during the forty years which he ſuffered

thein to wander in the wilderneſs. How
great

ſoever theſe

troubles were in order to prove ther , God brought them fafe

to Canaan at laſt, and they were conſtrained to acknowledge

that not ſo much as one good thing had failed of all that he

had promiſed. In many inſtances, however, we find that

judginents are not.only threatened but actually inflicted upon

nations, not for their correction and reformation, but for

their deſtruction . When Ifrael was commanded to deſtroy

the Canaanites, a puniſhment inflicted, under Joſhua, or when

Saul was ordered to deſtroy the Amalekites, or when fire and

brimſtone were rained from the Lord out of heaven, none

will ſay that theſe viſitations were corrective, or intended for

the good of the nations which were puniſhed in this ſumma

ry way. A very different purpoſe was intended,viz .that they

might be held up as a warning to deter other nations from

the commiſſion of ſimilar crimes. Such has alſo been the fate

of many other natious who made a conſpicuous figure both

in facred and profane hiſtory. Where are now to be found

the ſeveral nations of Ammonites, Moabites,Philiſtines , Edoin

ites , &c. They have as much vanished from the face of the

earth as nations, as does an individual when he deſcends into

the filent tomb ; while the country they once occupied has,

for the moſt part, become a deſart without inhabitant. Where

are now the antienc and renowned cities of Niniveh, Babylon ,

Tyre, &c. ſo famous in antient hitory, and whoſe fate was

I
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ſuch a particular ſubject of prophecy ; ſome of which, partic

ularly Niniveh and Babylon, at the head of empires which

made the world tremble ? They are no more. The prophe

cies, dooming them to deſtruction, have, long ſince, had their

accompliſhment. The ſeveral empires of Aflyrians,Babyloni

ans, Medes and Perſians, Greeks and Romans, which , each in

their turn, appeared to be fo firmly eſtabliſhed that no human

power was fui tient to ſhake them , have long fince funk in

to oblivion, living been mutually the inſtruments of ſub

verting and defying one another. Theſe were without

doubt raiſed up and upheld by providence, as inſtruments of

vengeance upon guilty nations and upon one another. Theſe

puniſhments, thus inflicted , could not be conſidered as intend

ed merely for the correction of theſe nations . They were

calculated to hold them up asbeacons to the world in future

ages. There is uſually a gradual progreſs in divine chaſtile.

ments. God does not uſually puniſh nations in the firſt in

ſtance, for their deſtruction, but bearslong with them , giving

them repeated calls to repentance. It is not until they have

proved incorrigible, under calls and warnings to repentance,

that nations are doomed to deſtruction .

It is alſo tobeobſervedthat God ſometimes viſits,i. e . puniſhes

offending nations, by ſpiritual as well as temporal judgments

When a people grow worſe and worſe under the correcting

hand of providence ; when , inſtead of being reclaimed from

national fins, and learning righteouſneſs from God's judg.

ments, which are abroad in the earth, they, like Iſrael, revolt

more and more, it is a ſtriking indication that their correction

will be very ſevere at leaſt, if it does not iſſue in utter de

ſtruction. We have an affecting picture ofa ſucceſſion of di

vine judgments, and of hardening under them , in the 4th

chapter of the prophecy of Amos, to which I refer without

quoting. After each of the ſeveral judgments , the complaint

is repeated - Yet ye have not returned unto me, saith the Lord.

This is followed with a folemn and awft ,' threatening of judg

ments ſtill more ſevere. Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O

Israel, and because I will do thus unto thee, prepare to meet thy God

O Israel. Such a hardening under judgments is not only no.

ticed in fcripture as what has ſometimes happened, but is alſo

threatened as a puniſhment ; i . e, when national calamities
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and chaſtiſements have not, in the firſt inſtance , had the de

fired effect, God fometimes gives a people up to hardneſs of

heart. Such was the puniſhment threatened againſt Ifrael,

after the nation had been called to repentance by a ſucceſſion

of mercies and judgments. Ezek. 24, xiii. In thy filthiness is

lewdness : because Ihave purged thee, and thou wast not purged ,

thou shalt not be purged from thyfilthiness any more, till I have caus

ed myfury to rest upon thee. Another ſtriking inſtance wehave

in thoſe Jewswho went down into Egypt after the deſtruc

tion of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar's forces ;
and the

treacherous murder of Gedaliah, who had been made gov

ernor of the land . Thither they carried the prophet Jeremi

ah, who gave them faithful warning from the Lord, of the

conſequences of their idolatrous practices. To theſe warn

ings they return this rebellious anſwer : As for the word that

thou hast spoken unto us, in the name of the Lord, we will not

hearken unto thee. But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth

forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of beav

en , and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we

and ourfathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah,

and in the streets of Jerusalem ; for then had we plenty of victuals,

and were well and saw no evil. But since we left off to burn in

cense to the queen of heaven , and to pour out drink offerings to her,

we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword

and by the famine. But what was the puniſhment inflicted on

theſe rebels for this open and obftinate idolatry ? In addition

to a miſerable end, in the land of Egypt, they were given up

to judicial hardneſs of heart , in their infatuated attachment

to their idolatrous cuſtoms. Thus said the Lord of hostsy the

God of Israel, saying ; ye and your wives have both spoken with

your mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, saying, we will surely per

form our vows that we have vowed, to burn incense unto the queen

ofHeaven, and to pour out drink offerings to her : ye will surely ac

compliſh your vows and surely perform your vows. Therefore hear

ye the word of the Lord ,all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt ;

Behold I have sworn by my great name, saith the Lord , that ту

name shall no more be named in the mouth of any manofJudah , in

all theland of Egypt, saying the Lord God liveth. Inſtances of

this kind of puniſhment, connected with other providential

1

1
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chaſtiſements, have not been confined to the Jewiſh nation .

God has frequently puniſhed chriſtian nations, particularly

apoftatiſing churches, in the ſame way, i. e. by withholding

the influences of his ſpirit, and removing his candleſtick out

ofits place, and by giving up the nation itſelf to the ſevereſt

public calamities. It was part of the puniſhment threatened

to ſeveral of the once fainous ſeven churches of Aſia , that un

leſs they repented of their backſlidings, he would remove his

churches out of that place . This threatening has been long

ſince fulfilled . Where are now theſe once famous churches ?

They have been unchurched ; the ſeats where they once flour

ilhed, long ſince overrun by the delufions of Mahomet, the

countries involved in ſlavery and ruin , and the cities con

verted into heaps of rubbiſh ; fo that, of ſome of them at

leaſt, ſcarcely a ſingle veftige remains, while probably but

few of the deſcendants of the antient inhabitants now occu

py the country once poſſeſſed by their forefathers. One thing

which indicates an increaling ſeverity in the viſitations of

heaven upon the French nation, is the grofs contempt of all

religion and religious inftitutions, and the entire and almoſt

univerſal prottration of morals, with which the ſeveral ſteps

of the revolution have þeen accompanied. Recommenced , it

is true, with the moſt flattering profeſſionof reſpect for the

rights of man, and for religious liberty. But how ſoon was

this beautiful horizon overcaſt by ſcenes of horror, tyranny,

cruelty and oppreffion ; by the renunciation and profcription

of all religion, and an entire depravation of morals ? In theſe

ſcenes of cruelty and impiety, we may read both the fin and

the puniſhment of that nation. When people have no with

to retain God in their knowledge, he gives themupto ftroling

deluſions to believe a lie. God will ſurely viſit for the te

things, nor are we to expect that the calamities of the Frenoch

nation will ceaſe, before they accept of the puniſhment o

of their fins andreturn to the paths of religion and virtue.

Should the inhabitants of theſe highly favoured United

States, Jeſhurin like, wax fat and kick , by forgetting God

and lightly eſteeming the rock of their falvation ; ſhould they

publicly and nationally renounce the religion of the Goſpel,

and turn infidels, deiſts, and it may be atheiſts ; ſhould this
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become the complexion not only of the government but of

the nation, if we may judge by Gud's former ways of dealing

with offending nations, we may expect, either to be brought

back to the acknowledgment of our offences, and to genu

ine repentance and reformation, by ſevere correction, by fore

judgment, or that we will ripen apace for ruin until we are

completely deprived of thofe privileges we have fo groſsly

abufed .

2d. I ſhall now proceed to notice ſome of thoſe traits in

our national character which go to ſhow that, as a nation , we

are expoſed to thoſe righteous viſitations of heaven . Shall

not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?

In adverting to theſe traits in the character of our nation ,

which give us reaſon to dread heaven's awful viſitations, it is

neceſſary to bring into view - lſt. Our privileges and advan.

tages2d. Our national character and conduct while in the

poilerſion of theſe privileges.

In forming a juſt eſtimate of the comparative guilt of ei

ther nationsor individuals , it is neceſſary to bring into view

the peculiar circumſtances in which either the one or the

other is placed. Superior advantages groſsly miſimproved,

never fail to aggravate guilt . Previous to the coming of

Chriſt, the Jewiſh nation enjoyed many privileges above the

other nations of the world . To theſe peculiar advantages,

as well as their manifold tranſgreſſions, the prophet alludes

in the phraſe, Such a nation as this. To form a juſt eſtimate

of the character of our nation , we muſt bring into view our

privileges and advantages, as well as our defection and wick.

edneſs. You only haveI known of all the people upon earth ,there

fore will I punish you for all your iniquities,faith the Lord by the

prophet Amos Under that diſpenſation, no other nation

was favored with a revelation of the divine will . This was

by the Apoſtle noticed as one of their greateſt privileges.

What advantage then hath the Jew ? What profit is there of circum

cision ? Much every way, chiefly because untothem were committed

the oracles ofGod. While other nations were left to grope in

the dark without any other light , than the din light of na

ture to point out the way of their duty, God gave them ſtat

utes , laws and ordinances, which had on them the ſtamp of



16

His own image and authority. He was their political King,

Lawgiver and Judge, in a manner peculiar to that nation.

He alſo interpoſed on their behalf, from time to time, in ſuch

a miraculous manner, as to juſtify this and other ſimilar ex

preſſions of inſpired writers, God hath not dealt so with any na

tion, praise ye the Lord . He had made Himſelf known by a

variety of ſigns and wonders. Hehad brought them out of

Egypt with a ſtrong hand and outſtretched arm , and during

the ſpace of forty years, he had miraculouſly fed them with

manna in the wilderneſs. He had brought them into the

land of Canaan , by driving out and deſtroying the nations

before them , and had greatly blefſed the labour of their

hands, cauſing the earth to yield an abundant ſupport for a

vaſt multitude. By a train of remarkable providences, they

had been raiſed up from ſmall beginnings , ſo as to become a

great nation . A fuccefſion of Prophets had alſo been raiſed

up from time to time, to inſtruct them more fully in their

duty, and fix them in the belief, and excite them to the prac

tice of the true religion. He had alſo given them many fig .

nal deliverances out of the hands of their enemies, when ap

parently they had but little power of theirown. Theſe pecu.

liar privileges they had grofsly miſimproved, and had even re

jected the Lord from being theirKing , & manifeſted an almoſt

incorrigible propenſity to imitate the idolatrous cuſtoms of

the ſurrounding nations. This depravity ,both in principle and

practice,had ariſen to a great extent in thetime of theproph

et Jeremiah. To reclaim them - The Lord God of their Fath

ers sent to them by His messengers, rising up betimes and sending,

because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling

place. But they mocked the messengers of God, and dispised His

words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath ofthe Lord arose

against His people, till there was no remedy. Such were the

privileges, and ſuch was the fin and puniſhment of the Jews.

Our ſituation is not in all reſpects parallel . We have neith

er been raiſed up, protected, or delivered by miracles, ſtrictly

ſo called . We have not been miraculouſly fed by manna

from heaven, during our journey to, and peregrinations in

this then howling wilderneſs, nor was the ſea divided to give

us a paſſage from Europe on dry land. But in moſt reſpects
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ourprivileges have been equal, and in many, far greater than

thoſe of the Jews. To illuſtrate this , I ſhall take a brief

glance, ift. At our natural, civil and political, and 2dly . At

our moral and religious advantages.

With reſpect to the firſt --- Altho' no miracles ſtrictly fo call.

ed attended the ſettlement of this country , yet ſo many re

markable providences were combined in that event, as clear

ly proved our planting in this land , to be the work of God's

own right hand. No perſon who takes even a curſory view

of thoſe events, which, combined together, brought our fore

fathers from the land of their nativity, to this then howling

wilderneſs, made room for them by the expulſion of the

heathen , and raiſed them up to ſo great a degree ofreſpecta

bility as a nation in fo ſhort a time, but muſt be ſenſible that

it is the Lord's doing. So rapid has been our increaſe, that

thoſe words of the prophet, that a little one ſhould become a thou

sand , and a small one a strong nation, have been almoſt literally

fulfilled ; and, in emerging from a colonial ſtate, and taking

a rank among the nations of the world, we have ſeen a na.

tion born in a day. In addition to theſe natural advantages,

we have beenfavored with the enjoyment of perſonal, civil,

and political liberty, in a degree perhaps beyond that of any

other nation . While the eſtabliſhment of moſt other govern

ments, has been the reſult of either accident or force, or a

combination of both , ours has been deliberately framed and

adopted by the collected wiſdom of the nation ; while the

men to whom the neceſſary powers were delegated for that

purpoſe, have had both the excellencies, miſtakes, and defects

of other ſyſtems before them , either for their imitation or

warning. While the rulers of other nations have been gen

erally impoſed upon them without their conſeni, and fre

quently, contray to their wiſhes, our governors have been

from ourſelves; elevatedto the places of public truſt which

they have occupied, by the fuffrages of freemen . While ma

ny, if not moſt other nations, have been the victims of an un

relenting deſpotiſm , and cruſhed into the duſt by the iron

hand oftyranny, our laws have been , with a few exceptions,

equitable ; our public contributions light, our perſons and

property protected, and our penal code, perhaps as mild, and

C
1
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puniſhments as rare as is conſiſtent with public and general

ſecurity. In addition to theſe privileges, we have been

for a long interval, for the moſt part favored with peace in

our borders ; at a time when many nations, uſually denom

inated chriſtian, have been in a manner defolated by theca

lamities of a war, almoſt without parallel in the annals of civ.

ilized man. We have alſo been bleſſed , not merely with a

competence, but with an abundance of the good things of

this life ; God having, as truly as he did Ifrael of old, fed us

with the fineſt of the wheat,with lambs and rams equalto

the breed of Baſhan, and made us to ride on the highplaces

of the earth. No earthquakes or volcanoes, have deſolated

our cities, no waſting judgments have overtaken us, and few

nations have been more exempt from the peftilence which

walketh in darkneſs, and fromthe deſtruction which waſteth

at noon day.

With reſpect to religious and moral advantages, we may

alſo ſay, that God has rarely dealt ſo with any nation . The

means of education have perhaps been more generally diffuſ

ed, particularly in the northern ſtates, than in any otherna.

tion. Our ſchools are acceſſible not only to the rich , or thoſe

in the middle walks of life, but to the pooreſt claſſes in ſocie.

ty. God has alſo favored us with a revelation of his will,

much more plain and full than was enjoyed by the Jewiſh na

tion , even after the canon of the old teſtament was complete.

Life and immortality arebrought to light by the goſpel, and

the vail which was on the face of Moſes is done away in

CHRIST. While many other nations have no acceſs to theſe

lively oracles, and ſcarcely know of the exiſtence of ſuch a

book as the Bible, and others, altho' not in ſuch a ſtate of to

tal darkneſs, have few or no opportunities for reſearch , the

fcriptures, being inacceſſible by the common people, became

lockedup in an unknown tongue, and the pure doctrines of

the goſpel corrupted by the inventions of men, and the fim

plicity of goſpelworfhip debaſed by ſuperſtition , we enjoy a

free and unreſtrained acceſs to the ſcriptures, and the goſpel in

its purity , a precious day and means of grace, with the hope

of glory thro' a redeemer ; connected with all that liberty of

conſcience which heart can wiſh . We may worſhip God in
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that
way

which comports with the dictates of our ownjudg

ment, unawed by a proud overbearing hierarchy, without

danger of fire or faggot, or of pains and penalties of any

kind : or if more agreeable to our wiſhes andfeelings, we can

entirely neglect the worſhip of God, without being amenable

to anytribunal unleſs it be to that of Him who is the judge

of the quick and the dead. Connected with theſe external

means and advantages, God has frequently owned his own in

ftitutions in our land, by making the word of his grace ef

fectual for the conviction and converſion of finners, and for

buildingup his people in faith and holinefs.

Suchhave been our privileges, but what has been our im

provement ? It is a truth frequently inculcated in holy writ,

that the more numerous and important the privileges of a

people are, the guilt of miſimprovement will be the more ag

gravated and thepuniſhment the more fevere. Such was the

Lituation of the Jews compared with that of other nations,

and God threatens them , ſaying, You only have Iknown of all the

families of the earth, therefore will Ipuniſh you for all your iniqui

ties. The Jews of that particular generation who were fa.

voured with the privileges of Chriſt's perſonal miniſtry alſo

enjoyed advantages above thoſe of their predeceffors, and he

declares them to be expoſed to a more aggravated condemna.

tion . Andthis is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,

and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were

evil. If I had not come and spoken unto them they had not had sin,

but now they have no cloak for their sir. if I had not done among

them the works which none other man did , they had not had sin ;

but now they have both seen and hated both me and my Father, woe

unto thee Chorazin, wie unto thee Bethsaida. For if the mighty

works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon,

they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and aſhes. But Isay

unto you, that it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon , at the

day of judgment, thanfor you. And thou Capernaum , which art

exalted unto heaven , Jhall be brought down to hell. For if the

mightyworks which have been done in thee hadbeen done in Sodom ,

it would have remained unto this day. But I say unto you, that it

Joall be more tolerablefor the land of Sodom, in the day of judgment,

thanfor thee. As the ſins of goſpel tranſgreſſors are more ag .

1
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gravated than even theſe, ſo their puniſhment will be propor

tionably ſevere. He that despised Moses' law died without mer.

cy, under two or three witnesses. Of how much sorer puniſhment,

suppose ye, fall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot

the son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant where

with hewas sanctified an unholy thing,

Now are there not alſo with us fins againſt the Lord our

God. Here we muſt not looſe ſight of an important diftinc

tion already made, i. e. between ſuch sins as are public and

national, and ſuch as are merely private and perſonal offences.

The sins of individuals are not always chargeable on the na

tion, nor do they call for national vengeance, whatever may

be the caſe of the guilty individual. When a particular sin

receives no public countenance from the nation, but on the

other hand,the current of public ſentiment goes to diſcoun

tenance, reſtrain , or even to puniſh the offender where the

public welfare requires it , then let the guilt be ever ſo great ,

it is not juſtly chargeable on the nation , nor can it with pro.

priety be termed a national sin . But ſins become national

when they become ſo common as to be patronized by the pub

lic ; when inſtead of being diſcouraged by any public mark of

diſapprobation, they are countenanced and encouraged by the

exampleand approbation of men , whoſe buſineſs it ought to

be to reſtrain them ; when the current of public ſentiment

is ſo ſtrong in favour of particular vices, that wholſome laws

for either their prevention or puniſhment cannot be carried

into eff :ct ; when they are committed without ſhame and

without a bluſh , and an honeſt and virtuous attempt to car

ry the moſt wholſomeregulations into effect for their preven

tion would be the moſt direct method to incur the popular

odium, fins, which might otherwiſe be viewed as private of

fences, become public crimes, and contribute to fill up che

meaſure of national guilt.
Sins which have the fanction of

a law publicly acquiefced in by the nation , for their ſupport,

beco ne,in a ſenſe itill more ftriķing, national sins. National

tranfgrefſions of this complexion were far from uncommon,

during the reign of idolatrous princes in Iſrael. Defection

and idolatry had then every ſanction which the law could give

them. This rendered them not the leſs, but the more offen,
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five toGod, and called more loudly for national judgments.

Shall the throne of iniquity havefellowſhip withthee whichframeth

mischief by a law. To illuſtrate this point a little farther, let it

be obſerved that not only the political, but the moral and re

ligious character of a nation borrows its complexion from the

genius of the government and the character of the rulers of

that nation . A pious few , whoſe characters may be but little

known and noticed by the world, may, and often have been

the means of averting the judgments of heaven froma na.

tion , but they do not give a complexion to the character of

the nation itſelf ; eſpecially when their piety is diſcounten .

anced both by the rulers and the body of the people. In the

moſt degenerate times in Iſrael, there were always a pious

few who mourned in ſecret over the national defection and

idolatry. Perhaps there never was a time when defection

was more general, or when true religion was at a lower ebb,

or more borne down and diſcountenanced, than during the

reign of Ahab. So much were the true worſhippers ofGud

unnoticedat one time, that the prophet Elijah conceived him

ſelf to be left alone. But altho’the pious few were ſo tho

roughly concealed that even the prophet did not know of

their exiſtence, yet the Lord had reſerved unto himſelf ſeven

thouſand in Iſrael, who had not bowed the knee unto Baal.

Theſe hidden ones , however, did not impart a religious com

plexion to the nation. No -- their national character was

taken from a profligate idolatrous court. On the other hand

we find that whenever that nation was blefled with wife and

virtuous, but eſpecially with religious rulers, it gave a relig

ious tone to the character of thenation . But when the char

acter of the rulers, particularly of the ſupreme ruler, was the

reverſe, it uſually carried the voice of the nation fo fully with

it as to be conſidered as a national defection , and the nation

was frowned upon and chattiſed accordingly. Inſtances con

firming this obſervation may be found in the hiſtory of Iſrael

during the reigns of David, Solomon,Jehoſhaphat, Hezekiah,

Joſiah , &c. as well as during the reigns of Jeroboam and

other kings of Iſrael and Judah , who were of oppoſite char.

acters. The inſtance of Jofiah is perhaps more particularly in

point, on this ſubject, than that of any other. It does not

i
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appear that the body of the nation ever engaged cordially in

that reformation which he proſecuted with lo much piety,

zeal, and perſeverance. Had this been the caſe, it does not

ſeem as if the defection could have been ſo ſudden and uni.

verfal, as ſoon as one of his degenerate offspring came to the

throne. Vice, and particularly idolatry, ſeems only to have

been overawed by his preſence and authority. Yet this refor

mation was fo far the means of faving the nation , that the

puniſhment juſtly due for national iniquity did not come up

on them during his reign.

But it is time to proceed to the application of theſe obfer

vations to the particular ſituation of this American nation. It

is not my intention to enumerate a large catalogue of immo

ralities , more or leſs heinous, or, more or leſs prevalent a

mong us. Theſe are ſo numerous that, alas, our gold is be

comedimand the moſt fine gold changed. I intend to ad

vert merely to a few , and only a few things whichhave, in

my view, aſſumed ſuch a complexion, that they muſt be con

ſidered as national evils of great magnitude. And here I am

conſtrained in the outſet, fomewhatreluctantly I confeſs, to

notice a feature in our national government itſelf, which pre.

sents to my view a national evil of great magnitude ; I mean

its being entirely deſtitute of every appearance of a feature

which can be termed religious. Andas if the entire filence

of the original conftitution had not been ſufficient to calm the

fears of the nation , left ſomething of a religious nature, might

poflībly , either at one time or another, become in ſome ſhape

connected with the government, Congreſs is, by the firſt a

mendment ſince added to the conſtitution , expreſsly prohibit

ed from making any law reſpecting religion. This is not

merely ſuch a limitation of the powers of Congreſs ,as to pro

hibit the eſtabliſhment by law of any ſuperiority, or the giv .

ing of any preference to any particular denomination of

Chriſtians above another. It extends to the ſubject of relig,

ion on the broadeſt ground , i. e . Congreſs muſt give no pref

erence to Chriſtianity above Deiſm , Judaiſm , Paganiſm , the

impoftures of Mahomet, or even above Atheiſm itſelf. They

muſt by no law, act, or reſolution, acknowledge the exiſtence

of a Supreme Being, becauſe that would be alaw relating to
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a great and fundamental doctrine of religion with which

government has no concern . According to a conſtruction

given to this article of the conſtitution, by high authority,

we find that a bill to incorporate the Proteſtant Epiſcopal

Church of Alexandria, in the diſtrict of Columbia, for the

purpoſe of enabling the ſociety the better to manage its tem

poral concerns ; and another to beſtow upon a religious focie

ty at Salem , in the Miſſiſſippi Territory, the paltry donation

of five acres of the public lands, includingthe ſpot where they

had erected a meeting houſe, both of which had paſſed both

houſes of Congreſs, were objected againſt and returned , be

cauſe, by paſſing theſe bills into laws, Congreſs would go
be

yond their conſtitutional limits by interfering in a ſubject

connected with religion .* If this conſtruction of the conſti

tution of the United States be juſt, and it is not my prefent

intention to call it in queſtion, it preſents a view of the re

ligious ſituation of our country which is truly alarming.

* On February 15, 1811, a bill which had paſſed both houſes for the incor

ation of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church of Alexandria, in order to enable the

fociety the better to manage its temporal concerns. This bill the Preſident re

turned with his objections, too lenghty to inſert at large in a note. But they

were grounded ona ſuppoled opinion that it exceeded the limits of that article

of theconſtitution, which ſays, Congreſs ſhall make no law reſpecting religion , "

altho' the paſſing of ſuch laws was not without precedent. A law had beenpaſſed

during Preſident Jefferſon's adminiſtration for the incorporation of a Preſbyte

rian Church in Georgetown. This billwas afterwardsrejected by the houſe.

Vide journal of H. R. 3d feffion Congreſs, page 290.

A Baptiſt fociety in a town called Salem, Millippi Territory, not poffefsa

ing a convenient ſpot onwhich to erect a meeting houſe, built one on the pub

lic lands of the United States. The fociety petitioned Congreſs for liberty to

purchaſe aleſs quantity of land than could be ſold according to the exiſting

laws, which could not be leſs than a quarter ſection ,or 160 acres. Congreſs

did not ſee fit to grant the perition , but paſſed a bill in which a clauſe was in.

ferted to make the ſocietya dopation of five acres of land, including the ſpot

where this meeting houſe ſtood, for the purpoſe of a common. This bill was

preſented to the Preſident not long before the cloſe of the ſeſſion , and he re

turned it with the following objection, viz .

“ Becauſe the bill , in reſerving a certain parcel of land of the United States ,

for the uſe of ſaid Baptiſt Church , compriſes a principle and precedent for the

appropriation of funds of the United States, for the uſe and ſupport of religious

ſocieties, contrary to the article of the conſtitution, which declares “ that Coq

greſs ſhall make no law reſpecting a religous eſtabliſhment."

This bill like the other was afterwards rejected.

Journal, ext. ſupra, page 357.
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gov.

Chriſtianity is not only treated with entire neglect, but is ab .

ſolutely profcribed. I ſee not, but agreeable to this conſtruc

tion of the conſtitution , Congreſs has annually violated it by

electing chaplains, and giving them a trifling compenſation

out of the public treaſury. At leaſt, the joint reſolution of

the two houſes, which limits the choice of chaplains to par.

ticular denominations of Chriſtians, to the excluſion of Pagans,

Jews or Mahometans, muſt be unconſtitutional, becauſe it has

the appearance of giving Chriſtianity the preference above

other ſuppoſed religions, ſomeof which at leaſt have more

numerous votaries in the world at large than Chriſtianity it.

ſelf. Indeed, if the ſeparation between religion and govern

mentmuſt be ſo entire, I ſee not upon what grounds Congreſs

poffefſes the power of making proviſion by law for the ad

miniſtration of oaths, as this is a ſubject which is certainly

moſt intimately connected with religion, and is in itſelf an

acknowledgment of the Being, Omniſcience, and moral

ernment of God, and the accountability of man.

Where

there is no ſenſe of religious obligation , no awe or reverence

of a deity, no conſciouſneſs of his all-feeing eye, it is diffi

cult to conceive of what uſe or importance an oath can be in

Government therefore cannot renounce all con

nection with religion , without furniſhing the means of its

own deſtruction . But to this length does the principle in

queſtion lead us.

It was a charge urgedagainſt Ifrael by the prophet Jeremiah,

and one whichhe conſiders as a peculiar aggravation of their

guilt, that while other nations were generally ſtedfaſt in their

idol worſhip , they, viz. the Jews, had apoftatiſed from the

ſervice of the true God. Hath a nation changed their Gods,

which are yet no Gods ? But my people have changed their glory

for that which does not profit. ye astonished ye Heavens at

this, and horribiy afraid ; be ye very desolate, saith the Lord . For

my people have committed two evils . They have forsaken me the

fountain of living waters, and bewed them out cisterns , broken cis

terns, that can hold no water. To this source, this national forsak

ing of the Lord their God, is traced the calamities whichfollow.

Is Israel a servant, is he a home born slave, why is he spoiled ? The

young lions roared upon him and yelled,and they made his land waste,

any caſe.
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1

bis estates burnt without inhabitant. Also the children of Noph and

Tahapares have broken the crown ofthy head . Hast thou not pro

cured this unto thyself, in that thou hastforsaken the Lord thy God

when he led thee by the way ? The people of theſe ſtates once

acknowledged themſelves as a chriſtian nation . The north

ern ſtates, in particular, were in their firſt ſettlement a planta

tion ſtrictly and eminently religious , and Ibelieve there are

but few , if any of theſe ſtates, but in one ſhape or another,

once gave legiſlative countenance to the chriſtian religion .

And when it is conſidered that as a people, we have been fo

diſtinguiſhed by the care of heaven , that the Lord has been,

from time to time, even from generation to generation , our

ſtrength and our ſong, and has ſo frequently , in ſuch a ſignal

manner, become our lalvation , have not we as well as the

Jews, been guilty of forſaking the Lord our God , who has

led us by the way ? Can it therefore be that the people of

theſe ſtates have not incurred national guilt of a very deep

die, by placing themſelves in ſuch an attitude before the world,

that not a ſingle trace of the character of a chriſtian nation

is left ? Indeed the whole catalogue of national fins may be

conſidered as ſhoots ſpringing from this root.

I am fenfible that I am entering on a very delicate, and

with many a very unpopular ſubject ; and that I ſhall proba

bly not barely incur the odium ofthe avowed enemies of re

ligion , but the cenſure of many of its pretended , and of ſome

of its real friends. Perhaps there is no one feature in the

conſtitution of the United States, which has been the ſubject

of more numerous encomiums, of more unqualified praiſe

upon both ſides of the Atlantic, than this, that it takes no no

tice of, and is not at all connected with religion .

difficult to point out the quarter from whence theſe encomi

ums have, in the firſt inſtance originated. The placing of all

religions, or of all ſentiments on religious ſubjects, whether

for or againſt religion itſelf, uponan equal footing, has been

the popular theme of modernphilofophifts . By thus degrad

ing chriſtianity to a level with paganiſm , infidelity, and athe

iſm , they doubtleſs expected to be put in a better ſituation

to overthrow and exterminate it altogether. It is a juſt mat.

ter of lamentation, that ſo many who are friends at heart to

D

It is not
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er.

the real intereſts of religion , ſhould have ſo greedily ſwallow

ed the pernicious bait that was thrown out to them, regard

leſs of the hook which was concealed beneath. This equal

izing of all religious opinions ; this ranging of atheiſm , infi

delity, and blaſphemy, lide by ſide, with the Goſpel of Jeſus

CHRIST, has been a popular topic, and as it is much eaſier to

call hard names, than to produce found arguments, the moſt

opprobrious
epithets have been liberally beſtowed on all who

ſhouid dare to diſpute the orthodoxy of theſe ſentiments.

It has been repreſented as little better than facrilege for relig .

ion and government
to have the remoteft connexion togeth

This principle was avowed, and the moſt unlimited tol

eration of all religious opinions proclaimed at the commence

ment of the French revolution . But how ſoon was every

form of chriſtianity proſcribed ? That ſome of our moſt zeal

ous advocates for religous liberty and toleration , and our

warmeſt declaimers againſt any connection between religion

and government , have nothing leſs in view than the entire

baniſhment of chriſtianity out of the world, as ſoon as they

are able to fuperadd violence to their other modes of oppofi

tion , cannot admit of a doubt. Should they ſucceed in the

attempt to render the chriftian religion contemptibleand odi.

ous, the tranſition from that ſtate to actual violence, is natur

al and eaſy . A very good preparatory ſtep towards render

ing it contemptible, is, if poſſible, in the firſt placeto render

the impreſſion univerſal, that it is a matter of ſuch abſolute in

difference, as to be entirely fiparated from the caſe, and un

worthy of the notice, or even of the remoteft attention of

government. I have already obſerved, and I again repeat,

that I am far from attributing any ſuch motive to many, and

probably to the greateſt number of thoſe who eſpouſe the o

pinion I am endeavoring to comba . I could with however,

to be able to convince them , that the opinion is an incorrect

one, calculated vitally to injure a cauſe which they profeſs to

have at heart. In this inſtance the United States are exhibit

ing perhaps a new and ſingular ſpectacle to the world. A gov.

ernment without a connection with religion of ſome fort, is

probably , a novelty, a phenomenon which the world has nev.

er witneſſed before. It is a bold experiment, and one which

-
-

-
-
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I fear can only iſſue in national apoſtacy and national ruin .

Many plauſible arguments have been urged on this fubject,

which have, without doubt, had a powerful effect upon hon

eft minds. But it appears to me that they are more plauſible

than folid , and go to ſupport a theory which is both viſionary

and fallacious. Some of the moſt plauſible are That Chris'r

will protect his church, and maintain his own cauſe , inde

pendent of any aid derived from the civil powers of the

world. That the chriſtian religion reſts on its own baſis, and

requires nothing but fair play , i . e . to be neither countenanc

ed or ſupported, oppoſed or perſecuted by civil authority, to

cauſe it to flouriſh . That human authority has been gener

ally on the ſide of ſuperſtition and error, and may be indiffer

ently uſed for the ſupport of paganiſm and chriſtianity.

Theſe and ſimilar arguments have been urged with much

warmth, and a degree of plauſibility, attended with ſpecial

care to brand their opponents with the charge of intolerance

at leaſt, if not with being actuated by a perſecuting ſpirit. It

is granted that civil government has been oftentimes aſſociat.

ed with, and the powers of the civil magiſtrate exerted in

ſupport of a falfe religion , as well as perſecuted the true.--

But that is no reaſonwhy the ſupreme power of a nation , af

fecting to retain the name of chriſtian, ſhould give no prefer

ence tothe benevolent, heaven-born ſyſtem of chriſtianity,

above thoſe falſe religions, or above no religion at all . Civil

governments have oftentimes been very oppreſſive. Inſtead

of protecting the rights of the citizens, they have eſtabliſhed

miſchief by cruel and oppreſſive laws.
But that is no argu

ment againſt either the neceflily, uſefulneſs, or importance of

civil government
. It is granted that, under the influence of

a falſe religion, chriſtianity has been oftentimes perſecuted,

and that different religious fects, calling themſelves Chriſtians,

have ſometimes oppreſſed and perfecuted one another. This

may, perhaps, bea good reaſon why different ſects of chrif

tians ought to be placed on an equal footing, as the beſt mean

to cultivate harmony and mutual charity ; and to preventthe

undue preponderance
of one fect over another. But it is no

argument why chriſtianity itſelf ſhouldbe placed upon a lev.

el with either paganiſm or abſolute irreligion . It is alſo a

1
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glorious truth, and one which , in times of trial, affords the

beft, if not the only ground of ſupport and confolation to the

pious mind, that Christ will protect his church ; and that

neither the malice, power, or policy of earth or hell , ſhall fi .

nally prevail againſt it. In the protection of his cauſe, he is

notonly independent of the civil powers of the world , but

where they are found in oppoſition, he will do it in ſpite of

this enmity. The queſtion therefore is not what the great

head of the church either can or will do, but what is the duty

of thoſe nations where chriſtianity has been the religion long

publicly profeſſed. It does not follow that thoſe powerswho

either oppoſe, or refuſe tolend their aid in ſupport of his

cauſe, do their duty, or take that courſe which Infinite wiſ.

dom has pointed out to them as proper. Altho' Christ is

able, and will actually maintain hisown cauſe, yet he has uſu

ally ſeen fit to do it by the co -operation of human means , and

of theſe means the countenance of civil rulers, by ranging

themſelves on the tide of his religion, and enacting wholome

laws for the ſuppreſſion of vice, and the prevention and pun

iſhment of ſuch crimes as are not only in oppoſition to relig

ion, but injurious to civil fociety, are not matters of minor

importance. The propoſition that Christ will defend his

church , carried to the length which ſome are diſpoſed to ex

tend it, may be urged with equal plauſibility againſt any oth

er human endeavors to promote the cauſe and extend the

kingdom of CHRIST, as in favor of ſuch an entire feparation

between goveròment and religion , as is the ſubject of ſo much

popular declamation at the preſent day. It is no more than

an extenſion of the principle contended for, to ſay that CHRIST

will maintain his own cauſe, independent of the preaching of

the Goſpel, and all endeavors to extend it, and of the tranſla

tion & circulation of the ſcriptures,and all other helps for the

promotion of religious knowledge ; and that all theſe things

are improper, becauſe effected by the intervention of human

means. The truth however is,that whenever Christ ſees fit to

interpoſe in a remarkable way in behalf of his church , he al.

ways does it by theintervention of human means, by raiſing

up and qualifying ſuitable inſtruments to carry on his own

works. God originally brought his, people up out of E

1
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gypt with a ſtrong hand and outſtretched arm ; but he both

brought them up out of Egyptand led them through the wil.

derneſs, by the hand of Moſes and Aaron, under whom the

power of the magiſtrate and the influence of religion were

combined. He alſo raiſed up Zerubbabel the governor, and

Joſhua the high prieſt, and no doubt he ſtill makes uſe of re

Jigious magiſtrates to promote the intereſt of Zion . Magif

trates as ſuch , it is ſaid, muft carry it with an even hand , i. e.

with the utmoſt impartiality and indifference with regard to

religion . They muſt, in their public capacity, be neither for

or againſt it in any reſpect. This was not a principle incul

cated on antient Iſrael under the immediate guidance of inſpi

ration . God ever taught that rebellious people , that their

national concerns and religion were intimately connected to

gether. It is not a principle inculcated upon his followers by

our bleſſed Lord. He owns no ſuch in different characters,

either in the perſons of princes, legiſlators, magiſtrates or in

dividuals, but expreſsly declares, He that is not with me, is au

gainst me, and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad.-

Governments therefore which aſſume this attitude of impar

tiality and indifference with regard to religion, will, in the

eſtimation ofHim who is to bethe judge ofthe quick and the

dead, be conſidered as taking their rank on the ſide of his

enemies, as the enemies and perſecutors of his cauſe. When

I conſider the attitude aſſumedby this nation with regard to

religion, I cannot but tremble for my country. We ſtill af

fect to conſider ourſelves as a chriftian nation , but where

are the evidences of it ? I hope and believe there are many

chriſtian individuals among us, and that their number is rath.

er increaſing than diminiſhing in our country . Theſe may

be the means of ſaving us from ruin . But where can

find a ſingle veftige of chriſtianity in our national character ?

There is none. Whatever character of indifference therefore

our national government may have ſeen fit to allume, as it is

not for Christ, or a ranking on his ſide, it muſt be againſt

him. If your national character is not chriſtian, it is anti

chriſtian , for there is no midway.

The 2d Pfalm is undoubtedly a prophecy relating to the

Goſpel kingdom of the Meſſiah, and a warning to princes

We
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and rulers of their danger in oppoſing that kingdom . The

kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take council togeth .

er against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying , Let us break

their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
He that

sitteth in the heavens shall laugh ; the Lord shall hold them in deris

ion . Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath , and vex them

in his sore displeasure. Such is to be the fate of the oppoſers

of Christ and his cauſe ; thoſe who break his bands aſun

der and caſt his cords from them . But what is the advice

given to rulers that they may eſcape this righteous indigna

tion ? Is it to ſtand aloof from religion and beware of med.

dlingwith any of its concerns ? Does he tell princes and ru

lers, that however they may be permitted to be chriftians in

their private capacity as men, yet, in their public characters,

theymuſt act with the utmoſt impartiality between the in

tereſt of Christ and of Belial ; or that they muſt not give

the ſlighteſt preference to theintereſts of religion, above thoſe

of atheiſm . Nothing like this . On the other hand he ex.

horts them , ſaying, Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings ; be in

structed ye judges of the earth . Serve the Lord with fear, and re

joice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish

way,
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are

all they that puttheir trust in him, i . e . embrace Jesus Christ.

Let not merely your hearts, but your power, authority and

influence be on the Lord's ſide.

The confideration that CHRIST both can and will defend

his church , independent of the power and policy of the world,

ought to have a very different effect both upon nations and

individuals , from that of promoting indifference and inatten.

tion to the intereſts of religion. While it ought to diſcour

age all oppoſition on the one hand , from the confideration

that whoſoever falleth on this ſtone ſhall be broken , and on

whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to powder ; ſo the

reflection that it is a cauſe which muſt eventually triumph , is

a conſideration which ought to animate all to the moſt vig.

orous exertions , and neither give way to deſpondency or diſ

couragement , even when the proſpect is the moſt gloomy. It is

therefore a great error to ſuppoſe that chriſtianity will be the

moſt apt to Houriſh under the indifference or neglect of the

from the
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civil magiſtrate. Altho' the condition of the chriſtian church

is different from that of the jewiſh, and it is neither to be

deſired or expected, that chriſtian rulers ſhould have all that

authority in things ſacred, which was once enjoyed by the

jewiſh kings, yet if we attend to the prophecies which re

late to the ſituation and duty of chriſtian rulers in Goſpel

times, we will find them by no means repreſented as that in

different kind of characters with regard to religion, which

many would wiſh them to be. I ſhall quote two or three

paffages for illuſtration.

And kings ſhall be thy nursing Fathers and their Queens thy nurs

ing Mothers . Arise , shine, for thy light is come and the glory of

the Lord is risen upon thee. And the Gentiles ſhall come to thy light

and Kings to the brightness ofthy rising. And the sons of the ſtran

ger ſhall build up thy walls , and their Kings ſhall miniſter unto

thee. Thou ſhalt suck the breaſts of Kings , and thou ſhalt know

that I the Lord am thy Saviour and Redeemer.

One thing whichtended greatly to ſtrengthren the grand

apoftacy was that the kings of the earth gave
their

ſtrength unto the Beaſt. The ſame kings of the earth, i . e.

of the Latin earth , or Roman Empire, were to have an agen

cy in the downfall of the great whore who fitteth upon many

They were to hate the whore and burn herwith fire.

As a counterpart to this agency, both in the growth and down

fall of the man of fin , it was to be proclaimed at his down

fall on the founding of the ſeventh Angel, that The kingdoms

of this worldare become the kingdoms ofour Lord and of his Chriſt.

1. e . As the inſtrumentality of earthly princes and potentates

was uſed in the promoting of this apoftacy, fo, at his down

fall, and the advancementof Christ's kingdom on his ruins ,

the characters of cheſe fame earthly potentates would be

changed, and they would equally exerciſe their power in ſub

ſerviency to the cauſe and intereſt of the Redeemer. Chrif

tian rulers may, no doubt , do much to promote the cauſe of

CHRIST and the intereſt of religion by their example,and blefr.

ed be God that our rulers are not abſolutely prohibited from

fetting a chriſtian example in private life, and that a regard

for the chriſtian religion is not as yet conſidered as an abſo

lute diſqualification for office. But I conceive that chriſtian

power and

waters.
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rulers are bound to countenance and ſupport religion in other

ways than merely by ſetting a chriſtian example. They are not

to act the part of atheiſts, or of men abſolutely indifferent to

all religion in theirpublic, any more than in their private ca

pacity. While idolatrous nations were ſteadfaſt in their falſe

worſhip, God blames his people for apoftatiſing from the true

worſhip of God, and changing their glory for that which did

not profit. This entire ſeparation of every thing which be

longs to religion from civilgovernment , and the duties of the

magiſtrate from religion , is a changing of the true religion not

foranother,but for no religion at all . Indeed it goes to make

magiſtrates and rulers reſemble, in their public capacity, Dan

iel's wilful king, who was neither to regard the God of his

fathers, the deſire of women , nor any God.

An idea has been already ſuggeſted, which it may not be

amiſs again to bring intoview , i. e . that if we trace this prin

ciple to its fource it will be found to have originated, not in

a regard to the purity of chriſtianity, or a fear leaſt it ſhould

be contaminated by the maxims of worldly policy, but in a

deſire to overthrow it . Infidels have been both the firſt and

warmeſt advocates for this unlimited toleration ; this unre.

ſtrained circulation of all opinions for and againſt religion ;

and this entire indifference on the part of government, with

a view to obtain the greater facility to circulate their own :

thinking no doubt that that art and craft, in the uſe of which

they have proved themſelves ſuch experienced adepts, would

be an overmatch for goſpel fimplicity. Hence their unweari

ed endeavours to render chriſtianity contemptible and even

odious, that it may be the more eaſily ſuppreffed. Men of

honeſt minds and upright intentions, being either deceived

by their ſubtilty or not ſuſpecting their real intentions, have

joined in the popular cry of liberty , toleration , and the en

tire ſeparation of government from every thing that is con

nected with religion.
But it is natural that the fruit grow

ing on ſuch a tree ſhould excite ſuſpicion. If religion is un

worthy the attention of the government of a nation, a very

natural inference is , that it is of little conſequence in inſelf,

and that it will looſe much of its influence on public morals.

Have any ofthe rulers or ofthe Pharisees believed ,isa very old ob
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Thejection againſt religion , and it hath its influence ftill.

progreſs from indifference to either ſecret or open oppoſition ,

or even to perſecution, is natural and eaſy

I am ſenſible that I ſhall be here met with the cry of bigot

ry, intolerance, and a perſecuting ſpirit. This cry is without

foundation. Were I advocating the elevation of one fect of

profeſſed Chriſtians, to the depreſſion of all others, there

might be ſome ground for the clamour. So far is this from

being the caſe, that I have no wiſh to diſturb any claſs of cit

izens, whether Jews, Mahometans, or even Infidels, in the

enjoyment of their civil rights, while they demean them.

ſelves peaceable, much leſs to elevate one fect of profeſſed

Chriſtians above another. A portion of real chriſtianity,

doubtleſs, is to be found in different ſects, and every chrif

tian ſect holding to the great principles of chriſtian morality,

and the future accountability ofman ,however ſome of their o

pinions may be erroneous and even abſurd,may yet hold to all

thoſe principles of religion which are neceſſary to the ſafety,

and connected with the ſtability of civil government. AllI

plead for is, that, as it is impoſſible for government to exiſt

without calling in the aid of religion, ſo if the chriſtian re

ligion is the true religion, it ought to be acknowledged and

fupported in our national capacity, at leaſt ſo far as to declare

ourſelves, by ſome public national act, to be a chriſtian na

tion . But to place a ſyſtem of atheiſm , or one fo near it as

to cancel all moral obligation, even the obligation of an oath,

and to obliterate all diſtinction between virtue and vice, on

the ſame footing with chriſtianity, is not merely to betray

the cauſe of Christ into the hands of its enemies, but to un.

hinge the bonds of civil ſociety, and to let men looſe like

Tygers to devour one another.

But the popular ſyſtem of the day, which is to diffolve all

connection between civil government and the religion of ą,

country, does not ſtop at mere indifference about religion, but

goes a ſtep father. It places chriſtianity in the back ground,

and as reſpects one claſs of men, at leaſt, is not perfectly free

from thatfyftem of perſecution it profeſſes to abhor. When

a particular claſs of men, poſſeſſing, perhaps, at leaſt an equal

fare of virtue and intelligence withthe ſame number of their

E

!
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fellow citizens of any other claſs, and important at leaſt , if

not abſolutely neceſſary for the due adminiſtration of chrif.

tian inſtitutions, are, in a nation calling itſelf chriſtian, de.

prived of any of the common privileges of citizens, it muſt

be à fpecies, a ſmall degree at leaft, of perſecution. Of all

the rights of citizens, the right of property is one of the moft

unalienable. No fpecies of property can beconſidered as more

abſolutely a man's own than his perſonal ſervices. Goſpel

miniſters in particular muſt, if faithful, devote their time,

their talents, and their perſonal ſervices, to the proper buſi

neſs of their calling. To ſay that this claſs of men neither

have, nor of right ought tohave any legal claim to remuner.

ation for their perſonal ſervices, but muſt either devote their

time and talents to the work gratis, or be dependent upon

the cold hand of charity for their ſupport, is to place them

in a ſituation different from that of every other claſs of men,

by impoſing upon them peculiar hardſhips, and ſubject

ing them to diſabilities not impoſed upon any other claſs

of citizens. What other claſs of men would be willing, either

to beſtow their perſonal ſervices upon thepublic, for the prin

cipal part of their lives, without compenſation, or depend for

that compenſation on mere voluntary contributions, furniſh

ed either by the cold hand of charity, or the colder calcula

tions of avarice ? But is it not true that the laws of ſeveral

ftates afford no protection to this moſt ſacred property of this

claſs of men ; and that the little ſhadow of legal ſecurity

which is enjoyed in other ſtates, is a theme of conſtant clam .

our and a ſubject of almoſt inceſſant attack , and, if we may

calculate on preſent appearances, will not be of long duration.

I fay not theſe things from an impreſſion that miniſters of

the goſpel have any cauſe to deſpair of the care and protection

of their maſter, or that theyought to ſhrink evenfrom ſuf

tering in his cauſe. My aim is merely to ſhow that this diſ

poſition to throw the chriſtian religion and its miniſters out

of the protection of the law, is a manifeſt dereliction of duty,

on the part of the government of a nation laying any claim

to the character of a chriftian nation, and carries the point of

indifference about religion farther than any ſuppoſed impar.

tiality will warrant, and does not merely flow from a want of
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religion , but is a real act of oppoſition to it , on the part of

the government.

It is true, it may be ſaid that this irreligious feature in our

national government might be remedied, if in our elections

of men to fill the ſeveral departments we were generally to

act up to the chriſtian character, by ſelecting for places of pub

lic truſt not only men of probity, but menknown to have a

'conſcientious regard to religion . i. e. If public ſentiment did

not at all partake of the ſpirit of the government, which is

itſelf an expreſſion of public ſentiment, then the defects of

the government mightberemedied. But is fuch an event as

this rationally to be expected ? Is it not much more probable

that the genius and ſpirit of the nation will participate large

ly in the irreligious features of the Government ? Had not

this fpitit prevailed in the nation, at the time when the con

ftitution was formed, it is not probable that ſuch a feature in

the government would have ever exiſted. When it exiſts in

the head, what can we expect but that it will diffuſe itſelf a

mong the branches ? Has not what it was reafonable to anti

cipate been verified in fact ? Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it

not in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon , that men profeſſingto regard

chriſtianityand chriſtian inſtitutions ſhould be foundto ad

vocate the ſentiment, that a regard to chriſtianity is neither a

neceffary nor a very importantqualification for a ruler in a

chriſtian country, and that a chriſtian does not act a part in

conſiſtent with a ſincere and confcientious regard to the reli

gion he profeſſes, in being inſtrumental in elevating a man,

openly profefling himſelf to be an infidel, to the higheſt place

of public truſt, among a people ſtill claiming the characterof

a chriftian nation . The practice of many is, as it might be

expected, agreeable to the principle thus openly avowed. It

is to be lamented that, in many inſtances, we fee infidels, men

equally without religion and without morals, elevated to the

moſt important places of truit, places which fix them in a

ſituation in which they can do the greateſt injury to that re

ligion which they conteinn, both by their influence and exam

ple. It is a maxim of eternal truth, equally applicable to all

times, places and nations, but more eſpecially to a people poſ

ſeffing the privilege of ſelecting rulers by their own free fuf
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frage, that, When the righteous are in authority the people rejoice,

but when the wicked beareth rule the people mourn. That an infi

del, as ſuch, ſhould with to inveſt perſons of his own moral

and religious complexion with important offices is naturally to

be expected. It will afford him an additional advantage for

oppoſing that religion which he wiſhes to undermine and de

ſtroy. But that a Chriſtian , one whoſe conſtant wiſh and

daily prayer is for the advancement ofthe kingdom of CHRIST,

ſhould wiſh to elevate either an atheiſt, an infidei, or a man

groſsly and flagitiouſly iinmoral, to a ſituation which will give

him an opportunity to do the greateſt injury to that religion,

both by his influence and example, which he himſelf profell

es to love and eſteem , is one of thoſe unaccountable infatua

tions, which, it would ſeem , could only influence the minds

of thoſe who are, in this particular at leaſt , given up to ſtrong

deluſions to believe a lie. Indeed it ſeems very much like a

voluntary ſurrender of the cauſe into the hands of its ene

mies, if not a Judas like betraying of the Son of man with a

kiſs. A deift, or an infidel as ſuch , can be viewed in no oth

er light than as an enemy to the chriſtian religion and its

feſſors. Had he the power, and did not the maxims of world

ly policy forbid it , he would extirpate every veſtige of chrif

tianity from the face of the earth . Whatever may be the va

riety of opinions among the oppoſers of chriſtianity, and the

different ſhades between immortal deifts, or deiſts who be

lieve in a future ftate , and abſolute atheiſts, are very numer

ous ; enmity to the Goſpel is the only point in which they

all agree. In this they imitate the fi.veral fects of antient

philoſophers, and the votaries of the vaſt number of pretend

ed deities in the heathen world. Theſe could give the moit

unbounded and unlimited toleration to one another, that

they might unite all their forces to bear down chriſtianity a

lone. So it is with infidels of different ſhades. Their own

differences of opinion are almoſt infinite. Oppoſition to chrif

tianity is their only point of union. To this object they bend

all their forces, and the reaſon is obvious. Chriſtianity can

enter into no compromiſe with its oppofers, any more than

it could with the ſeveral claſſes of idol worſhippers of old.

What concord hath CHRIST wish Belial ? What part baih he that

pro
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believeth with an infidel ? The very infidel will firſt come with

the ſong of mutual forbearance in his mouth . This cant fre

quently gains ground in public opinion , by the confideration

that different ſects of profeſſed chriſtians have frequently ex

erciſed too little forbearance towards one another. In avoid .

ing one extreme, it is natural to run into another. This cant,

when coming from the mouth of an infidel, means more than

is expreſſed. It is uſed merely as a decoy to gain time and

ſtrength, that he may obtain the greater advantage againſt the

whole. What kind of toleration chriſtianity may expect,

when infidelity is completely triumphant, has been exempli

fied in France during the bloody era of the republic. They

began with the ſoft deceptive language of charity and forbear.

ance. But how ſoon was the tone changed to that of violence

and blood ! Chriſtianity in every form of it was profcribed ;

the churches either ſhut up, or appropriated to the moſt pro- .

fane ules ; the chriſtian fabbath aboliſed , and the miniſters of

religion , without any regard to fect or denomination, either

mafſacred, profcribed, or driven into baniſhment. This was

preciſely what Voltaire, the arch apoſtle of infidelity, wanted.

While he was daily chaunting in public the ſoft melifluous

ſtrain of toleration, he could tell his confidential friends, that ,

if he had one hundred thouſand men at his command, he

would know what to do. The unwearied endeavors to ren

der chriſtianity odious and contemptible, by uttering, pub

liſhing, and often repeating the blackeſt calumnies, are only

prefatoryto harſher meansto fupprefs it, ſhould ever power

and expediency unite in the meaſure. I cannot therefore but

view the contempt ſhown to chriſtianity by the national gov .

ernment itſelf, and the treachery to the cauſe of religion ,dil

covered in the encouragement given to infidelity, by the ele

vation of men of ſuch ſentiments and correſpondent practices,

to ſome of the moſt important places ofpublic truſt, as one sif

the national abominations of the preſent day, for which we

have reaſon to apprehend that God will viſit us. He has ſe

verely viſited other nations for ſimilar crimes, and can we es

pect to eſcape ?

It is an obfervation, of late frequently, and probably juftly

made, in relation to the calamities which have overſpread to
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largea portion of Europe, that they have hitherto fallen moſt

heavily on Roman Catholic countries. Theſe calamities have

not been confined to the civil and political, but have extended

to the eccleſiaſtical ſtateof theſe countries. There infidelity has

made the moſt rapid ſtrides, and the earthly head of that

church has been deprived of all power to protect himſelf .

This among otherthings, is an evidence thatwe areapproach

ing to the latter times, or towards the cloſe of the twelve

hundred and fixty prophetic days ; at the end of which, mys.

tical Babylon is to be caſt into the ſea, as a mighty millſtone,

to be heard no more at all. But although catholic countries

have, as yet, drunk moſt deeply of the cup of indignation ,

thoſe nominally proteſtant, have not eſcaped. It is however

obfervable, that among proteſtant countries, thoſe which have

imbibed moſt largely ofthe ſpirit of infidelity, eſpecially thoſe

ſtates where it has been the moſt countenanced by the gov .

ernment, and in that way become by way of eminence, a na.

tional fin , who have been the greateſt ſufferers. Holland for in

ſtance was a proteſtant country, and ſhe has been made to

drink deep of the bitter cup. But may wenot read the na .

tional ſin ofHolland in her puniſhment ? Holland, infatuated

Holland, by means of her licentious and polluted preſſes, gave

currency and publicity to the atheiſtical blaſphemies of Vol.

taire, D'Alembert, Diderot, and their aſſociates, which have

had ſuch a powerful, and in many places fatal influence, in

diſorganizing focieties,demoralizing the world, and even ſap

ping the foundation of ſocial and domeſtic happineſs. She is

now reapingthe natural & bitter fruits of theſeprinciples. She

hasbeen long bleeding at every pore,been ſtript of her wealth

and national conſequence, and is now ſuffering the extreme

of an unfeeling, unrelenting deſpotiſm . But Holland was the

advocate for the free and unlimited toleration , and unreſtrain

ed circulation of all opinions for or againſt religion. Papiſt

and proteſtant, infidel and atheiſt, were all placed on an e

qual footing. If theſe was any difference, it was in favor of

elevating irreligion and blaſphemy, to the prejudice of the

chriſtian religion. Pruſſiawas alſo nominally, a proteſtant

country, but her principles, both religious and moral, had

been greatly debaſed. The deiſtical principles of thegreat

Frederick , and the looſe and corrupt ſyſtem of morals, coun .



39

tenancedby his court, did more to 'debaſe the character of the

nation , than ever the ſplendor of his victories did to promote

its political elevation. Now Pruſſia is almoſt obliterated from

theliſt of independent nations. Even that ſhadow of inde

pendence which ſhe poffefſes, is abſolutely dependent on the

nod ofNapoleon. Whenever he confiders it for his intereſt,

he can annihilate it with a breath. Should ever like cauſes

predominate in the United States, ſimilar effects may be ex

pected as the reſult. And as our advantages, both religious,

moral and political, have been greater than thoſe of either

Holland orPruffia, have we not reaſon to apprehend a cataf

trophe ſtill more dreadful, unleſs averied by repentance and

reformation ?

1

SERMON II.

Afternoon - frome the same text.

I SHALL proceed on the ſubject begun in the forenoon ,

without either preamble or repetition. I therefore obſerve,

2dly. That afterthe remarkswhich have been alreadymade,

it may perhaps be deemed ſuperfluoustoobſerve that infidelity

or a diſbelief and rejection of the Goſpel is one of the national

fins of our land at the preſent day. The prevalence of a ſpir .

it of infidelity in our nation may be conſidered as, in differ

ent reſpects, both the cauſe and effect of that irreligious fea

ture in our national government which has been the ſubject

of the preceding remarks. Had not ſuch a ſpirit been ſo prev.

lent that it was deemed neceſſary to enter into a ſort of a com

promiſe with infidelity, I can hardly induce myſelf to believe

that this feature in our national government would have ever

affumed the ſhape in which it now appears. And this feature,

taken in connection with an adminiſtration in every reſpect

correſpondent,* has had a tendency to nouriſh thoſe ſeeds

which had been before fo plentifully fown , and had begun to

vegetate with ſo much luxuriance. It is now alınoſt two ceri

1

5

* It is not my intention to ſay that the adminiſtration has been in general,ac

tually compoſed of infidels, but that the way is perfectly open to men of that dilo

cription .
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turies ſince an attempt was made to organiſe infidelity into

a fyftem with the faſcinating title of natural religion. The

fabulous Proteus himſelf never aſſumed , in the fertile imagin .

ation of a poet, ſo many ſhapes as it has done ſince that time.

But altho' this myſtery of iniquity had long before began to

work , it was not until the laſt century, nor indeed until after

the middle of it, that it made ſuch alarming progreſs. This

ſpread has perhaps been the moſt general in ſome catholic

countries. Exclulive of a general ſuperintendance of provi.

nence, which has probably ordained this as one mean to be

uſed in overturning the monſtrous fabric of the romifh hier

aachy, cauſes founded in the nature of things have had a pow

erful operation. In this enlightened andenquiring age, mul

titudes in catholic countries have had ſufficient light and pen

etration to diſcover the abſurdity of many of the ſuperſtitions

of popery. Theſe they confounded with chriſtianity to which

they never belonged , and rejected the whole together. But

altho' the ſpread of infidel principles may have been the moſt

extenſive in catholic countries,its roots have ſtruck deep in a

proteſtant foil. We have ſeen it aſſuming a bold front, and

proclaiming without a bluſh , an intention to baniſh chriſtiani

ty out of the world , at the ſame timeexpreſſing the moſt ex

ulting aſſurances of ultimate ſucceſs. We have ſeen barefaced

atheiſm , rearing up its hydra head in one nation , and attempt

ing to deal deſtruction in every direction where a veftige of

chriſtianity was to be found. But, as I ſhall have occaſion to

introduce this ſubject again in another
my diſcourſe,

I ſhall make no additional remarks here.

Altho’ the United States have not gone all the lengths of

revolutionary France in her mad career of atheiſm and impi

ety, yet its roots have ſtruck deep . It is but too certain that

in inany inſtances and places, the chriſtian religion is openly

contemned , while infidelity is , with equal publicity, avowed

without ſhame and without a bluſh ; and it is not to be doubt.

ed but the ſecret influence of theſe principles, equally corrupt

and corrupting, has been extended much fartner than the

open avowal. In general the operation of irreligious princi

ples is , at firſt, not only begun but ſpread to a conſiderable

extentin ſecret. Strike, but hide the hand, is a maxim on which

part of
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infidels have practiſed but too ſucceſsfully from time to time.

Like other evil doers, when they firſt begin to diſſeminate

their poiſon , they hate the light ; nor do they uſually bring

forward their principles to the public until they have been fo

far ſpread and matured in ſecret that fociety is prepared to

bear the open avowal. One art which has been practifed with

great ſucceſs is to impreſs the public mind with the belief,

that that whichhas been uſually termed infidelity is nothing

but á harmleſs fpeculation which may be indulged without

guilt and without danger. It is repreſented to be a mere hon.

eſt, or, it may be, a laudable enquiry after truth, and as the

reſult of that enquiry, that the beliefor rejection of certain

doctrines is not the effect of volition, but depends on the na

ture and clearneſs of the evidence which has been preſented

to the mind. But when divine inſpiration aſſerts that hewho

believeth not ſhall bedamned , and that an unbelieving heart

is emphatically an evil heart, it preſents an idea to the mind

of ſomething very different from that of a harmleſs fpecula .

tion. The true ſtate of the matter appears to be, that infidel

ity has its original rather in the heart than the head, and is

the fruit of a depraved diſpoſition rather than the dictate of

an erroneous judgment. Becauſe men do not like to retain

God in theirknowledge he gives them up to ſtrong deluſions

to believe a lie. The foul-humbling doctrines and the holy

andſelf denying precepts of the Goſpel are,in the firſt inſtance,

diſliked, and to quiet the remonftrânces of conſcience while

trampling on its precepts, the authenticity of the ſacred re

cords is called in queſtion. This therefore is not only a more

al evil but one of the deepeſt die . It is in ſome reſpects the

root of all evils, as it goes to unhinge every principle of mor

als, and diffolve everyſocial tie which connects man either to

his fellow men or to ſociety. Like every other ſpecies of im

morality, it becomes more or leſs aggravated, in proportion

to the ſeveral religious and moral advantages which people

enjoy . The advantages for underſtanding the evidences, and

for duly appreciating the worth of the chriſtian religion, en.

joyed by the peopleof theſe United States, have been incom

parably greater than thoſe with which the French nation have

been favoured, where the Bible has been ſtudiouſly kept from

F
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the perufal of the laity, and the pure and finple doctrines and

duties of the goſpel debaſed by ſuperſtition, and their beauty

concealed from public view by the inventions of men. It

does not ariſe from the want of evidence that the chriſtian

religion has been in any inſtance diſbelieved. No hiſtory was

ever better atteſted than that of the Goſpel. And when we

conſider the wonderful diſplay of divine love made to man,

in the obedience, death and ſufferings of the Redeemer, as

well as the benevolent tendency of the goſpel ſyſtem to pro

inote preſent and future happineſs, it is entitled to the warm

eſt, moſt cordial and grateful reception. But experience

teaches us that it feldom meets with that reception from the

children of men to which it is entitled . Men in every age

have been too prone to imitate the Jews of whom our Lord

complains, ſayings, And ye will not come to me that ye may have

life. Whoever carefully attends to the preſent ſituation of

chriſtianity in the United States, and ſees it not only exclud.

ed from all connexion with, or countenance
and ſupport from

the national government
, and equally excluded from fome of

the ſtates and but ſlightly noticed in others, and, alfo obſerves

the degree of careleſſneſs and indifference prevailing in many

parts of the country, which is in ſome places ſo great that

youmay travel for days and fee ſcarcely a veſtige, that chrif

tianity is the religion publicly profeffed , taken in connexion

with the too general neglect of chriſtian inſtitutions, and the

profanation
of the fabbath , even where there is fome appear.

ance of religion , and together with this , brings into view the

general prevalence of vice, as well as the ſmallneſs of the

number of thoſe who publicly own, and zealouſly eſpouſe the

cauſe of CHRIST , cannot but be convinced that the roots of

infidelity have ſtruck deep, and that its fpirit prevails ſo ex

tenſively in the United States as to render it one of our na

tional fins. When we bring into view the nature and import

ance of the chriſtian reiigion, connected with the clearneſs of

its evidences , may we not conſider the commination
in the

text as pertinently applicable to us. Shall I not visit for these

things saith the Lord ? Shall not my soul be avenged on such a na

tion as this ?

It may be conſidered as an enquiry of ſome importance,
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and deſerving a moment's confideration in this place, whether

infidelity is to be conſidered as gaining or looſing ground at

preſent in the United States ? To anſwer this queſtion with

preciſion, our information is inſufficient. There are, howev.

ſome hopeful ſymptoms that , in many places, it is rather

on the decline . In various inſtances which have come either

within the ſphere of perſonal obſervation, or of information,

the authenticity of which cannot be called in queſtion, it ap

pears that fome of its votaries have, by a happy change in the

temper of their minds, become the humble followers of

CHRIST. Others have been hopefully convinced of their er

ror, and others have been ſo far abaſhed as to become leſs

bold and confident in their oppoſitionto religion. Perhaps it

may, on general principles beſaid, that the tone of infidelity

has become leſs bold and affuming than it was a few years a

go ; and that the number, both of real and profefſing Chriſ

tians, has been hopefully enlarged. It may ſtill admit of a

doubt whether an increaſe of zeal and activity in promoting

the cauſe in private, while its votaries are waiting for a more

convenient time to avow themſelves openly to the world , does

not fairly balance any diminution of boldneſs. We have ſeen

that it can aſſume any ſhape to ſuit the times. If the crude,

abſurd , and vulgar blafphemies of Thomas Paine will not paſs

current, it can aſſume a milder form , and infinuate as much

of its poiſon as poſſible, under the name of liberal, rational

and catholic chriſtianity ; liberal to every claſs of opinions

only to the truth as it is in Jeſus. And whoever impartially

examines ſome of the pupular opinions in vogue, under the

name of chriſtian doctrines, will find little elle in them than

infidelity in diſguiſe.

But ſhould the cauſe of infidelity be, in ſome reſpects, real

ly on the decline, this will not be fufficient to exempt us from

all fear of God's viſitation on that account. God viſits the

iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children to the third and

fourth generation . The calamities which befel the Jews,

which terminated in the deſtruction of Jeruſalein and the Tem

ple ; the deſolation of the nation, and the ſeventy years cap

tivity in Babylon , are expreſsly ſaid to be for the ſins of Ma.

naffeh, and the innocent blood which he ſhed, altho' but few

1
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who had arrived to maturity at that time now ſurvived . The

deſtruction of Samaria, and the captivity of the ten tribes,

was alſo an event which happened under one of the leaſt wick

ed of their kings. God has alſo ſeen fit to make inquiſition

for the blood ſhed by the houſe of Bourbon, upon one of the

moſt virtuous of the race. The oceans of blood ſpilt in the

deſtruction and flaughter of the proteſtants, underthe auſpi

ces of Lewis fourteenth , have been avenged, not upon him

ſelf but his deſcendants; not upon the individual body of the

clergy who were theprincipal inſtigators of that bloody work,

but
upon their ſucceffors who never had, in their own per

fons, been guilty of the like enormity. Should God reſerve

his viſitation for this crime to a time when there was fome

abatement of the ſpirit of infidelity , we muſt, in that caſe,

be conſtrained to acknowledge that the Judge of all the earth

does right.

3dly . Is not profaneneſs, I meanprofane curſing, ſwear .

ing, and blafpheming the name ofGod, a vice ſo common as

juftly to ftamp it with the name of a national fin ? It is un

neceſſary to multiply words to ſhow this to be a fin of the

deepeit die. Scarcely any thing canargue a greaterdegree

of irreverence or contempt forthe Deity, ormore ſtrongly

mark the prevalence of atheiſm in the human heart.

confidered by Jehovah himſelf as a ſin of ſuch magnitude as

to entitle it to a particular place among the prohibitions of the

decalogue. Thouſhalt nou take the name of the Lord thy God in

vain , for the Lordwill not hold him guiltless that i'aketh his name

in vain. In many other places the enormity of this crime is

painted in glowing colours. For the land is full ofadulterers ;

for because of swearing the land mourneth - Jer . xxiii, 10. This

is the cursethatgoethforth over the face ofthe whole earth ; for

every one thatſtealethſhall be cut off as onthis side according toit ;

andevery one that sweareth ſhall be cut off on that side aceording to

it- Zech. v. 3. By swearing and lying, and killing and ſtealing,

and committing adultery, they break out , and blood toucheth blood ;

therefore fall the lana mourn - Hof. iv, 2. Perhaps there is

not one among the whole catalogue of vices, for which leſs

can be pled in excuſe than this. None of the arguments

which are urged in favour of other ſenſual gratifications can

It was
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apply to this fin . Indeed it would ſeem as if it could afford

no other gratificationthan the malignant pleaſure of finning

againſt God, and perhaps there is ſcarcely one fin in more di

rect hoftility to the ſpirit of religion than this . It tends not

only to leffen, but utterly to efface from the mind, .all awe

and reverence of a Deity, and conſequently, to lefſen the ſo

lemnity, and render flight the impreſſion of the fanctityof an

oath , and ſo looſen thebonds and undermine the ſecurity of

fociety. Cuſtomary profane oaths, uttered frequently about

trifles, without either folemnity, thought or reflection, and

without much regard to either the truth or falſehood of what

is uttered, may, and no doubt often times do, pave theway

for fuch cuſtomary perjuries as may endanger not only the

property but the lives of the moſt virtuous citizens . As it is

a fin which is immediately againſt God, ſo it paves the way

for atheiſm , blaſphemy, and every abomination. But heinous

as this fin is, the attentive obſerver muſt be ſenſible that it

prevails ſo extenſively in our age and country, as juftly to give

it the character of a national ſin . On this ſubject I cannot

better expreſs my ſentimentsthan by tranſcribing a few paf

ſages from the Panopliſt for Feb. 1811 , page 400, 401 , 402.

After taking notice of the profaneneſs every where prevalent

in the pagan world , the writer obſerves, “ Our principal con

cern in this diſcuſſion is with thoſe nations in which the gof

pel has been preached, and ſo far received that the inhabitants

have been denominated Chriftians. The records of hiſtory,

the details of private manners, and the open teſtimony of

the faithful miniſters of Christ in every age and country ,

warrant the affertion that the prevailing character of ſuch na

tionsis that of bold irreclaimable profaneneſs. The monarch ,

on his throne, the courrier around him , the officers of his ar

mies and fleets, the ſoldiers and foilors under their command,

the tradeſman , the artizan , the man of profeſſional eminence,

the voluptuary, the country gentleman, the vafſal, the beggar

on the dung hill, the great maſs of the people in thort , ot ev

ery age and character , have habitually uſed the name of their

Creator with irreverence, with profaneneſs, and but too often

have proceeded to blafphemy.” It is to be admitted that to this

general and gloomy picture there are fome exceptions. And
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indeedall may be excepted from the charge of allowed and ha

bitual profanity, who have embraced thechriſtian religion in

ſincerity and in heart, together with many others who have

been reſtrained by right reaſon and the influence of a religious

education . Tho' theſe exceptions have exiſted among all claſſes

ofperſonsto the gloryofGod's grace,yet few indeedhavebeen

the inſtances in which either'a chriſtian temper or chriſtian

conduct, could be juſtly ſaid to be thetemper and conductof

a majority in any nation. To ſhow that profaneneſs is ſo far

the character of this nation, as to be juſtly conſidered a na

tional ſin , the writer obſerves-- " That a fin may be ſaid to

prevail,or to conſtitute a national character, when it is open.

ly, publicly, and generally practiſed , without fear, without

fhame, without puniſhment or rebuke, or effectual diſappro .

bation. A leſs forcible diſcription might authorize the epi

thet prevailing as applied to a ſin . But all this, and more, can

be ſaid of profaneneſs in this country. Let him who doubts

the fact, paſs with an obſervant ear, through the ſtreets ofour

great towns. Let him hear the vociferations ofthe teamfter,

the dray man, the failor, or the fiſherman ; let him frequent

the bar-rooms of taverns,and anyother place where there is a

promiſcuous intercourſe of all claffes of people ; let him mark

what is ſaid in the boxes of the theatre ; let him liſten to the

ſports or the quarrels of boys in the ſtreets, and let his ears be

ſtunnedwith the orgies of the gaming table. If he thinksgreat

towns an unfair fpecimen ,as perhaps they are in ſome reſpects,

let him get into the ſtage and paſs thro' the countryin dif

ferent directions ; let him obſerve the converſation of his fel.

low travellers, eſpecially if they are under no reſtraint from

any of the company ; let him attenda country training, or a

village ball ; let him overhear the political diſputes which oc

cur every day ; let him liſten to the common talk of the inhab

itants in the new ſettlements ; let him hear the daily language

of the men who legiſlate for the different communities thro '

the United States, and of thoſe who execute the laws ; and af.

ter all this, let him ſay if he can, that profaneneſs is not the

character of the nation . Should it be faid that we have laws

againſt profaneneſs, and that therefore it cannot be faid to be

a prevailing , or a national fin , the anſwer is eaſy. Thoſe very
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laws when viewed in connection with the manner in which

they are executed, afford demonſtrative evidence that the

melancholy view which hasbeen taken of the ſubject, is the

trueone. Many , perhaps all the ſtates in the union, have

plain , peremptory ſtatutes againſt profaneneſs. Yet, with

thoſe laws prominent on their ſtatute books, it is doubted

whether there is a ſingle town in the American republic,

where they are, or can be executed . Why ? Not becauſe

there are not fome, both magiftrates and people, who would

gladly do all in their power to have theſe falutary reſtraints

putin force, but becauſe themultitudes of the community are

willing to ſee them violated and trampled in theduſt, and be

cauſe, in their overwhelming majorityare included a full pro.

portion of the rich, the influential, and thoſe who ought to

ftand as a rock againſt the floods of immorality which are

pouring in upon us.” Thus, when profaneneſs pollutes the

hall ofour legiſlators, when it finds its way on the benches

in our higheſt courts ofjuſtice, and all laws for its prevention

are rendered abortive by the peculiar ſtate of public opinion ,

more I think needs not to be faid to prove it to be a national

The Lord will not hold him guiltleſs who taketh his

name in vain . He will not hold the individual guiltleſs on

that great and folemn day of trial , when allmuſtappear be.

fore the judgment ſeat of CHRIST. He will not hold the na

tion guiltleſs, but will ſurely viſit for theſe things, when he

viſits their fins upon a people.

4. Another evil which I cannot but conſider as one of the

national ſins of the preſent day,is the profanation of the Lord's

day. Here I ſhall occaſionally makeuſe of ſome of the obfer

vations of the ſame writer in the Panopliſt. The inſtitution

of a fabbath was for the moſt benevolent purpoſes ; and is , in

its nature calculated to promote both the ſpiritual and tem.

poral happineſs and comfort of the children of men . In a

temporal view, it is undoubtedly calculated for comfort, and

is, in a degree, an alleviation ofthat part of the curle which

dooms man to acquire his bread by the ſweat of his brow.

It gives him one day in ſeven for reft and repoſe, to repair the

decays of nature, both in man and beaſt , and it is ſtill more

immediately calculated for our ſpiritual comfort , as it is ap

fin .
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pointed on purpoſeto lead the human mind off from thethings

of this lower world to the immediate contemplation of the

divine perfections, and of that reſt which remaineth for the

people of God. No one command of the decalogue is guard

ed by more ſevere fanctions than this. None, the violation

of which was more feverely puniſhed. The religious obſerva

tion of the ſabbath is not merely enjoined by the ſanction of

ſevere penalties ; the obſervation of it is alſo recommended

bymany preciouspromiſes. Oftheſe I ſhall notice only the

following , Ifai. lviii. 13 , 14. If thou turn away thy foot from the

sabbath,from doing thy pleasure on my holy day ; and call the sab.

batha delight,the holy ofthe Lord,honorable ; and shalt honor Him ,

not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speak

ing thine own words : Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ,

and I willcause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and

feed thee with the heritage of Jacobthy father, for the mouth of the

Lord hath spoken it. In the brief hints which it will be practi

cable to make at preſent, there will be no room for contro

verſy, either in relation to the morality of the fourth com

mandment, orto the change ofthe time from the ſeventh to

the firſt day of the week ſince the reſurrection of Christ . I

merely obſerve, that the fame moral reaſons for the obſerva

tion of a day, devoted to the immediate worſhip and ſervice

ofGod, not only exiſt, but have equal force under the Gof

pel that they had during the exiſtence of the Moſaic econo

my. The ſame God is to be worſhipped. And to keep up

in the human mind a ſenſe of the preſence of the object of

worſhip, and of the obligations we are under to render unto

the Author ofour being, that homage and adoration which is

His due. There is the fame need of a ſet time to be appro

priated to this worſhip now, that there was under the law.

The reſurrection of CHRIST, connected with his perfecting the

work of redemption , and entering into his reft, is an event

of at leaſt equal importance to point out the firſt day of the

week,as the day proper to be obſerved under the Goſpel,as was

either God's reſting from his labors after the fix days' crea .

tion , which was referred to from the beginning, as a reaſon

why the obſervation of a fabbath was enjoined ,or the deliv.

erance out of Egypt, which ſeems to be referred to as a rea

91



49

the

the

ird.

ion

*V2

101

ded

the

the

ab.

ak

ind

th

ro.

to

I

fon for the obſervation of thejewiſh ſabbath . As the fabbath

was inſtituted for the moſt benevolent purpoſes, both as a

day devoted to the immediate worſhip and ſervice of God ,

and as a day of reſt from thoſe laboursto which man is doom

ed during the other ſix days of the week ; ſo, wherever this

day has been religiouſly and conſcientiouſly obſerved, it has

never failed to produce the moſt valuable effects. The expe

rience of God's people, in every age of the church, has verifie

ed the truth of the obſervation, that religionalways declines

in proportion as the religious obſervation of the Lord's day is

neglected. Thoſe therefore who endeavor to diminiſh the

ſanctity, and relax the obligation religiouſly to obſerve the

Lord's day, may be juſtly conſidered as relaxing religious ob.

ligation in general; and thoſe who habitually profane it,prob

ably could , in no other way more effectually lend their aid to

baniſh chriſtianity out of the world . The reaſon why infi

dels and irreligious men, of every deſcription , have ſhown fo

much anxiety to aboliſh the fabbath , is obvious. It would

be one very important point gained towards the abolition of

chriſtianity. When the French revolutioniſts undertook to

baniſh chriſtianity out of France, they did not conſider the

work as done while the fabbath remained . The abolition of

the religious ſervices of that day, and the inſtitution of the

decades, which hadno connection with religion , was therefore

an important part of their plan for the abolition of chriſtiania

ty. To maintain for any length of time a juſt ſenſe of relig

ion, without the fabbathand its ſervices, will, on making the

experiment, be found equally impracticable with an attempt

to ſupport our bodies in health without the aid of neceffary

flood . Miſguided Chriſtians, who have united their endeava

ours with thoſe of the enemies of religion in attempting to

relax the obligations religiouſly to obſerve the Lord's day, do

not conſider how effectually they are going over to the ene .

mies'
camp, and contributing to their own deſtruction . CHRIST

and his cauſe are evidently wounded in the houſe of ſuch

friends.

It remains now briefly to conſider ſome of the evidences,

that this is one of our national fins. ' A definition of a nation

al ſin has already been given : i. e, a fin becomes national when

G
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either there is no law to reſtrain it, or the current of public

opinion is ſo ſtrong in favour of it , that the law cannot be ex

ecuted, when it is committed openly in the face ofday, with

out ſhame and without a bluſh . If we take a view of the

ſituation of our country, we cannot but be convinced that

the groffeſt profanation of theLord's day is thus open and

national in our land. Indeed this is but a natural fruit of in

fidelity which we have ſeen to be a national fin ; and we can

not expect but that the profanation of the Lord's day will go

hand in hand . Let us for a moment advert to facts. Trav,

elling or journeying,either fingly or with waggons and droves

going to market, has become nearly as common on this as on

any other day of the week. Taking a ride for pleaſure or

recreation is alſo another abuſe of late years very common ,

particularly in the vicinity of large towns. A jaunt to the

country to ſpend the day in fcaſting and amuſement, by which

not only themſelves but the families to which they reſort are

detained from public worſhip, has become a faſhionable mode

of ſpending the fabbath , and has taken place of a regular and

religious attendance on the worſhip of God. Unneceſſary

viſiting, and other kinds of recreation has become common

both in town and country. In ſome places it is not merely

appropriated to unneceſſary viſiting, but is converted into a

day of public reſort at places of diſſipation, at taverns, tippling

and gambling houſes. Inſtances of the grofſeft profanation

are not uncommon in many places in New England. Here

the fin of profanation is undoubtedly the more aggravated,

as New England was, in its firſt ſettlement, a plantation ſtrict

ly religious, and for a long time that part of the United

S.ates has been noted for the ſtrict obſervation of the Lord's

day. An authentic hiſtory of the manner in which this day

has been regarded in New England, from its firſt ſettlement

to the preſent time, would both exhibit the value of the inſti

tution, and be a proof of the ſtrong tendency which there is

in our warures to deſtroy the ſources of human happineſs.

If the fabbath is in foine inſtances, thus groſsly and openly

profaned even in New England; if New England,once lofam

ed for the regularity of her attendance on religious inſtitu

tions, & the ſtrict obſervation of the Lord's day is ſo far degen

1
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erated from her former habits, what are we to expect in ſome

other parts of the union ? In many places the Lord's day is

undiſtinguiſhable from any other day in the week, unleſs it

be rather by a greater degree of riotand extravagance, than

by a ſingle veſtige of religion or religious worſhip. In ſome

of the ſtates, it is true, laws againſt the groſſer violation of the

fabbath exiſt in the ſtatute books. But have they not be. ,

come, in general, worſe than a dead letter, by the iinpractica

bility of carrying them into effect, on account of the ſtate of

the public mind? The very exiſtence of theſe laws in the

ſtatute book, connected with their almoſt total inexecution,

is an evidence, that, even in thoſe ſtates in which ſuch laws

nominally exiſt, the violation of the fabbath is a national fin .

This farther appears from the confideration that it is inti.

mately connected with, and partakes of the irreligious feature

of ourgovernment already noticed . The tranſportation of

the mail in every direction on the Lord's day by publicauthor.

ity, without any real or apparent neceſſity , as well as the late

law , not only authoriſing , but enjoining it upon poftmaſters

to open and fort the mail, are acts of the conſtituted authori.

ties of the nation , which have had a tendency to increaſe the

evil. If public ftagestravel, private carriages, teams, and eve

ry other vehicle for the conveyance of men or goods, will fol

low the example. This gives a national ſanction to the evil .

In a time of war, or of public danger, the conveyance of in

telligence in the moſt expeditious manner, from one part of

the continent to an other, may be an object of ſufficient im .

portance to authorize the tranſportation of the mail on the

Lord's day. But in time of peace, when nothing but the or

dinary tranſanctions of civil life require it , there cannot be

put, ordinarily, to ſuch hazard by the delay of one day, as to

afford fufficient cauſe for encroaching on the time which

ought to be peculiarly devoted to the purpoſes of religion.

Wemay add to this , the examples of too many men in the

moſt important places of public truſt, who frequently devote

this day either to public or private buſineſs, or to the pur

poſe of amuſement. Theſe things all tend to the national pro

fanation of the day. This , therefore, is one of the ſins of our

nation, and whenever a juſtly offended God is pleaſed to viſit

us in judgment, he will viſit this fin upon us.

1
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5thly. Blood guiltineſs,or murder,muſt alſo be conſidered as

one of the ſins of our nation . Perhaps there is no one ſin for

which God uſually makes a more ſevere inquiſition than for

blood . When I ſpeak of blood guiltineſs or murder, I don't

mean murder of every diſcription. Murder of ſeveralkinds

is ſtill puniſhable by our laws, and the fate of public opinion

is, in moſt places, ſuch as to preſent no obſtacle to the due

execution of the law, on fair and legal conviction. If inftan

ces of murder are either more numerous or flagrant than for

merly, a point on which I have not ſufficient information to

be competent to decide, (but admitting the fact,) it may ar

guea greater degree of individual depravity, but it is not juft

ly chargeable to the amount of national guilt , unleſs ſo far as

it is connected with that fpecies which cuſtom and folly au

thorizes, and which the laws uſually do not reach, or are in

adequate to reſtrain. It will be readily perceived , that that

ſpecies of murder, falſely called honorable, which is too much

winked at by our laws, is meant ; I mean the practice of du

elling. To the people of New England this fin has appeared

to be one with which they had but little concern.

Its horrid

aſpect has been contemplated from a ſafe, and as we ſuppoſed ,

an undiminiſhing diſtance. We have been taught to regard

it as murderous and deteftible in its nature , and as deplorable

in its conſequences. We have not imagined that our broth

ers and our fons were in danger of being maſſacred by their

affociates, and their friends, and that our fields and retired

places were to become the theatres of ſingle combat, and be

conſecrated to the purpoſes of revenge and ſlaughter. But

when we deemed ourſelves ſecure from all danger of partici

pating in this crime, our hopes were too fanguine. Several

duels have been fought either in New England, or by New

England men , and there is danger that the evil may increaſe

The word murder is one which juſtly ſtrikes the mind with

horror, and never without making us conſcious of its tremen.

dous fignification, without exciting ſentiments of pity and

compatiion for the ſufferers, and of indignation againſt the

perpetrator of the crime. But ſuch is the ſtate, may I not

call it the depravity of public ſentiment among us, that the

term duelling is heard of with but little emotion, and the
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practice itſelf is ſpoken of with complacency and approbation.

The man who lays in wait for, and takes away the life of an

other, is juſtly condemned to an ignominious death, while he

who takes away the life of his friend by that ſpecies of mur

der which is authorized by the laws of honor, falſely ſo call

ed, inſtead of being frowned upon indignantly, is received

with applauſe, and openly careſſed in the moſt faſhionable and

poliſhed ſociety ; while many times, the man, who either

from motives of tenderneſs for the life of a fellow creature,

or from a regard to his own, or from any other conſideration,

dictated either by motives of religion or humanity, declines

to enter the liſt in the bloody combat, is treated with every

mark of contempt. Surely this is to give the countenance of

fociety to the practice in queſtion, and all who thus coun

'tenance it , participate in the guilt and crime. A contra

ry practice, ſhould it become general, would, in almoſt every

inſtance, prevent theſe deeds ofblood. Yet can the practice

when examined either at the bar of reaſon, or by the ſtandard

of either ſcripture or found morality, be viewed in any other

light than as murder ! Indeedit is a compound ofmurder, in

the common acceptation of the word , and ſuicide. The

principals are guilty of a voluntary deſtruction of their own

lives in caſe of death , and of an expoſure to ſuicide in caſe

death does not follow , if the parties actually proceed to fight.

It cannot be pretended that the morality of an action depends

inany degree on a man's ability to ſhoot ſtraight, or handle

a ſword dexterouſly. Indeed the duelliſt who kills his fellow ,

it may be his intimate friend, is frequently, by many degrees

moreguilty, more inexcuſable than a common murderer.

Duelliſts are not generally to be found among the loweſt

rabble. They are, for the moſt part, men of more knowledge,

and of a higher education than thoſe who commit murder in

other ways. The felons who are executed for the crime of

murder, are, for the moſt part, ignorant, uneducated, and

perſons who have been but little accuſtomed to the bleſſings

and reſtraints of an improved ſtate of ſociety. They have

never been taught to govern their pafſions, nor ſubjected to

the influence of that decorous treatment which the rules of

politeneſs indiſpenſably require. Duelling is commonly per
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petrated with much greater coolneſs than any other ſpecies of

murder. There are undoubted exceptions to this general

ſtatement. Some murders are the fruit of long harbored

malice. Still the greateſt part of inurders, which are brought

before courts of juſtice in civilized countries, are committed

under the immediate influence of ſudden and violent paſſions.

Butmen, many times not only engage in , but profecute and

finiſh a duel, while every ſtep from theincipient provocation ,

until one of the parties is laid dead at the other's feet, is con

ducted with the greateſt coolneſs and deliberation . Some

times the duel is deferred for a conſiderable time, and after

wards reſumed with as ſteady a purpoſe as accompanies the

moſt laudable of human actions. Other murderers feldom

kill thoſe with whom they have had much intimacy, but du

eiliſts many times kill thoſe with whom they have long lived

in the habits of friendſhip ; thoſewhom they have profeſſed

to eſteem and love, and whom they were bound by every

focial tie to protect and defend. Other murderers inflict ven

geance either on their enemies or on ſtrangers, at leaſt this is

generally caſe. Even the American Savage, or the fero

cious Arab, does not imbrue his hands in the blood of his

friend. I have not room farther to expatiate on the enormi.

ty of this crime, as would be eaſily done, by ſhowing that it

is murder committed on ſettled principles, and bytracing its

conſequences both as they reſpect government and ſociety,and

the immediate connections of thoſe who happen to fall vic

tims to their own folly and the tyranny of a barbarous cuf.

tom. If every ſubject of petty altercation were to be magni

fied into an offencewhichcould be expiated only with blood ,

then all perſonal ſecurity would be deſtroyed , and neither ſo .

ciety or government could ſubfift. Buthow trivial are the

cauſes from which many quarrels of this kind originate ? --

When God makes inquiſition for blood there is no doubt but

that ſhed in duels will undergo a ſevere ſcrutiny.*

It remains now to conſider the evidences that this is a na

tional fin , according to the definition of a national fin already

given : i . e. if a particular crime cannot be reſtrained and pun

* The preceding obſervations are principally extracted from the Panoplift

for March 1811.
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iſhed by law becauſe ſupported by public opinion ; if the moſt

efficient laws are evaded and the guilty uniformly ſcreened

from juſtice, then the guilt of the crime is juſtly chargeable

on the nation . Let us apply this to the crime in queſtion.

There is no law of the United States againſt duelling. So far

frombeing puniſhable it is no obſtacle to preferment. We

may find duelliſts in the moſt important offices. In our courts

of law ; ineither or both brances ofthe national legiſlature and

upon the benches of juſtice, without exception ofthe high

eft judicial tribunal in the United States. We may find a man

called to legiſlate perhaps upon the very crime of murder, as

well as to pronounce the ſentence of the law upon that crime,

whoſe hands are reeking with blood. Laws there are in ma

ny , perhaps in moſt of the United States, to prevent or in

ſomeſhape to puniſh this crime. But how are they execut

ed ? Perſons diſpoſed to thed each others blood have only to

ſtep over the line into another ſtate to be free from proſecu

tion . So far is public opinion from oppoſing any barrier to

the practice thatmany are driven into duels by the force of a

tyrannical cuſtom , contrary to their own ſenſe of right and

propriety: In ſome places the torrent of public opinion in

favour of this barbarors cuſtom is ſo irreſiſtible, that the man

who dares to obey the laws of God or his country, the voice

of conſcience or the dictates of humanity, in preference to

what are abſurdly called the laws of honour, may expect to

be hunted from what is called genteel and honourable ſociety .

This is a fact well known as it reſpects many parts of the U

nited States. * The laws of Godand man, the great law of

* As one hopeful ſymptom of an abatement of the evil practice of duelling,

I feel a degree of ſatisfaction in having it in my power to notice a late law of

Virginia in relation to that practice, paſſed, if I miſtake not, in the year 1810.

That large, and inmany reſpects, reſpectable fate has perhaps produced as ma

ny,
if notmoreduels than any other ſtate of the union, to the great grief of

many of its beſt inhabitants. The Legiſlature has at length interpoſed to re

ſtrain the evil . Having never peruſed the law itſelf, I cannot ſtate its proviſ

ions with accuracy. I underſtand one of them to be , to render the perſon who

has been either directly or indirectly concerned in a duel , forever after incapable

of being appointed to any office of public truit, from the higheſt to the

molt inconſiderable office in the ſtate ; and before his appointment to of

fice, the candidate muſt make ſolemn oath that he has never in any way vio

lated that law . This diſqualification extends not only to thoſe who brave actu

ST
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benevolence to our fellow creatures, all the choiceft feelings

of humanity, the firſt law of nature which is felf-preſerva.

tion , or an endeavour to preſerve our own lives and the lives

of others, the choiceſt bleſſings of ſociety and of domeſtic

happineſs, and frequently the perſon's own ſenſe of propriety

andmoral obligation , muſt all be proſtrated before the wick.

ed and abſurd maxims of what are called the laws of honour ;

and creatures formed for immortality are thus hurried uncall.

ed into the preſence of their God with all their fins upon

them . Theſe laws of honour tend to fofter a ſpirit of cruel.

ty and revenge, even all the worſt paſſions of the human heart.

In the public countenance given to the practice we ſee miſ

chief eſtabliſhed by a law, at leaſt by a tyrannical cuſtom of

equal force, if not above all law. Theſe conſiderations are

ſufficient to prove, that the guilt of this fin lies upon the na

tion as well as upon the individual who commits the crime.

Both rulers andpeople are guilty ; the latter becauſe they

countenance it by public opinion, and the former becauſe

they do not reſtrain and puniſh it. If perſons are in a man

ner compelled,by the irreſiſtible force of public opinion, to

put their own lives and the lives of their friends at hazard in a

duel ; if there is no law of the United States againſt the

practice ; if in thoſe ftites where there are laws they are evad

ed and rendered nugatory for want of due execution ; if the

man who has thus imbrued his hands in the blood of his

friend, is, ſo far from being frowned upon , in the high road

to public notice, and can find his way intoour halls of legiſ

lation, our Senates or the benches of juſtice in our higheſt

courts in the United States , then the nation takes the guilt

upon themſelves, and the crime becoines the fin of the nation.

I forbear farther enlargement on the ſubject. By killing, or

as a conſequence of killing or murder, the land mourns.

When God viſits our nationhe will make inquiſition for blood,

ally fought, but to every man who has either given or accepted , or been the

bearer of a challenge, or conſents to be ſecond in a duel . The wiſdom of this

law is teſted by its effects. Since it was enacted , a duel has rarely happened in

Virginia . May this prove a prelude of the expuifion of every veitige of this

remnant of gothic barbarity, so highly diſgraceful not only to the chriſtian char

acter, but to humanity itſelf, from every part of our country.

!
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he will take vengeance on ſuch a nation as this.

Had I not already protracted the detail to fo great a length,

I might eaſily ſwell the black catalogue, by mentioning many

other fins bothagainſt God and man , which , altho ' tome of

them may not have ſo far obtained the public countenance as

to be ſtrictly national fins, or ſins of which the nation as ſuch

aflumes the guilt, are at leaſt awfully prevalent. I might have

mentioned and largely commented upon thefin of intemper

ance, which is not only a heinous fin in itſelf but an inlet to

almoſt every other vice. Had I a talent for deſcription, I

might have portrayed, in glowing colours, the ſcenes of iniſ

eryand wretchedneſs which the drunkard brings upon him

ſelf and his connections. This is a vice which is very com

mon in our land. Scarcely a town or a village can be found,

where there are not ſome, frequently many, who have bro't

diſtreſs and ruin upon themſelves bythis ſin . Scarcely a col.

lection of people can be found, aſſembled on any public occa

fion , among whom an attentive obſerver cannot diſcern evi

dences of the prevalence of this evil. I might mention laſciv

iouſneſs, including all the kindsfrom a groſs violation of the

marriage covenant, to every ramification of the vice. This

may proceed in part from the impetuoſity of paſſion ; but it

is alſo derived from a corruption of principle . No point have

infidels laboured more afliduouſly, than to deſtroythe fancti.

ty of the marriage covenant. Wretched indeed would be

the ſtate of ſociety, ſhould theſe libertine labours be crowned

with complete ſucceſs. Indeed it is doubtful whether it could

ſubſiſt at all . Whether are they to be deemed, the friends or

the enemies of ſociety, who would diſſolve all thoſe tender

& endearing ties which link focieties and families together ?

I hope this ſin is not openly countenanced by the nation. No

legiſlative body in our nation, has, as yet, declared in the face

of the nation and the world that there is nothing criminal or

diſgraceful in the promiſcuous intercourſe of the fexes. A

laxneſs of morals in this particular is nevertheleſs awfully prev .

alent. I might enlarge the catalogue, for indeed there is

ſcarcely any of the ſins of Sodom, or of any other nation,

which is not more or leſs prevalent in our land. For theſe

things the land mourns. I muſt however cloſe this, perhaps,
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tedious detail. Thefe vices are all branches of the ſame root ;

viz . that ſpirit of irreligion which has already been noticed as

ſo generally prevalent ; and vain will be the hopes of reform

ation from any other ſource than the principles of the Goſpel.

I cannot however cloſe the ſubject without mentioning one

particular more, growing out of the peculiar ſituation of our

country, which threatens to become a national evil, of equal,

if not of greater magnitude than any which have been men

tioned ; Imean the preſent ſituation of our foreign relations,

and the attitude which it appears probable will be aſſumed in

a ſhort time. I muſt therefore mention,

6thly . That another evil with which we are threatened at

preſent is the making a common cauſe with the tranſatlantic

enemies of God and religion .* As this is a delicate ſubject,

I ' don't wiſh to venture on it rafhly nor purſueit any farther

than I believe myſelf pofleffed of the cleareſt evidence. It is

not my intention in this place to attempt a diſcuſſion upon any

ſuppoſed partiality in our foreign relations, or a diſpoſition to

cringe and bow to one foreign nation or irritate another. I

mean merely to advert to what appears to be our preſent fit

uation , without noticing the manner in which the way has

been prepared for it . Nor ſhall I touch uponthis any farther

than it has a bearing upon our moral and religious ſituation,

and our national and individual accountability for our con

duct. It can neither be denied , diſguiſed , nor concealed , that

we are in danger of an entanglement at leaſt, if not of mak

ing a common cauſe with the conqueror,or rather the tyrant ,

and oppreffor of continental Europe. Should ſuch a connection

actually take place, its fatal conſequencesto our proſperity and

happineſs , and even to our national exiſtence and independ

'ence, cannot be painted in too lívid colours. I ſhall however

conſider them only in a moral and religious point of view,

What was

* The reader is reminded that this diſcourſe was compoſed nearly a year

ago . Any allution to a ſtate ofwar is therefore to be considered as only by an

ticipation, grounded upon the then ſtate of our foreign relations.

then conſidered as a probable event is now historically true , and war has in.

creaſed the anticipated danger. If providence does not foon interpoſe to ſnatch

us out of the gulph into which we have rafhly plunged ourſelves, it is impoſſible

to foreſee when or where the calamity will endi
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That this terrible power exhibits all the diſcriminating char

acteriſtics of the Antichriſt of the laſt times, has, I think,

been ſatisfactorily proved by late writers who have made that

ſubject their particular ſtudy. Their arguments andexplana.

tions of prophecy I have not room to detail. St. John de

fines Antichriſt to be one who was to deny the Father and

the Son, i . e. one who was to be both an infidel and an atheiſt,

or rather as an atheiſtical power who was to riſe up in oppo

ſition to the chriſtian religion, and indeed to every religious

and moral principle, and not as any mere individual. To

thispowerthe character of thewilful king deſcribed by Dan

iel itrictly accords.-- Dan. xi . 36, 37. And the king ſhall do ac

cording to his will, and he ſhall exalt himself and magnify himself

above every God, and fall speak marvellous things against the

God ofGods, and shallprosper till the indignation be accompliſh

ed. Neither Jhall be regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire

of women, nor regard anyGod, for he ſhall magnify himself above

all. By a king, in prophetic language, we are not to under

ſtand an individual monarch but akingdom , or the ſupreme

power of a nation, whatever may be the form of its govern

ment. No power exhibiting all theſe diſtinct marks of the

Antichriſt ofthe laſt times has appeared in the world before

atheiſtical France. But when we ſee revolutionary France re.

nouncing the chriſtian religion, aboliſhing the chriſtian fab

bath, defacing and profaning the places conſecrated to the

public worſhip of the Deity, publicly burning the Bible, with

everyexpreſſionof contempt and indignation ; fixing this in

fcription publicly in their burying grounds, that death was

an eternal ſleep ; forcibly fhụtting up the houſes of public

worſhip, and making themere expreſſion of a deſire that they

might be opened a great, if not a capital crime ; diſregarding

the God of their fathers, and him who was antiently the des

fire of women, by proclaiming themſelves a nation of atheiſts,

and profcribing, mafſacring, or baniſhing the miniſters of re

ligion of every deſcription, and manifeſting a diſpoſition to

extend their ſyſtem of profcription againſt the throne and the

alter throughout the world, we neednot be at a loſs for a clue

to diſcover the Antichriſt of the laſt times. This was a ſtate

of things for which the public mind had been long preparing

by the labours of Voltaire and his atheiſtical aſſociates. When .

1
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in addition to the moral and religious view of this power, we

conſider her preponderating influence among the nations ;

the vaſt armies under her controul ; the extenſive and popu .

lous territories reduced to a ſtate of complete ſubjection ; the

eagerneſs with which the graſps at univerſal dominion, and

the confidence with which her preſent ruler expreſſes the be

lief that it is within his reach , and the conſummate art with

which one conqueſt is uſed to effect and extend another, we

cannot be much at a loſs to find Gog and his numerous ar

mies, deſcribed in the 38th and s9th chapters of Ezekiel. In

the change from a pretended republic, or rather from a rev

olutionary vortex, to a military deſpotiſm , other predictions

have been circumſtantially fulfilled. That people, who had but

juſt before magnified themſelves above God and all legitimate

authority, and ſpoken marvellous things againſt the God of

Gods, have received a foreign God, i.e. a foreign ruler, from

an origin which neitherthey nor their fathers acknowledged,

manifeſting the moſt abject ſubmiſſion to his authority , and

honoring him with every ſpeciesof imperial magnificence.

Nor does the ſubſequent alliance of that tremendousatheiſti

cal power with popery render the characteriſtics of Antichriſt

leſs diſcriminating. It is obſervable in the revelations, that

before the great battle in which the antichriſtian beaſt was

to bear the papalharlot to execution , and they were to perifh

together in the great battle of Armageddon, popery was to

change its appearance, and be no longer the beaſt it was for

merly but the falſe prophet. That which gave the popiſh hier

archy the diſtinguiſhing character of a beaft, was not merely

the ſyſtemof idolatryand ſuperſtition, introduced, patronized

and eſtabliſhed by that church, but the civil power with

which its viſible head was inveſted , or rather the overbearing

influence exerciſed by the pope over the civil authority of all

nations within the pale of the romiſh communion. The kings

of the earth , i.e. the latin earth, or Roman Empire, were to

give their power and ſtrength unto the beaſt, i . e . to lend

their influence,or rather become the mere paſſive inftruments

of upholding the grandeur and extending the influence of

him who blaſphemouſly pretended to be CHRIST's vicar up

on earth.
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But altho' this fame eccleſiaſtical power ſtill continues to

patronize ſuperſtition and idolatry, yet being diveſted of civil

authority, or any controuling influence over the kings of the

earth, it ceaſes to be a beaſt, which in prophetic language in

cludes the idea of an idolatrous civil power, and affumes the

character, which is in prophetic language deſignatedby the

nameof a falſe prophet. The beaſt, i. e. the power who will

then be peculiarly entitled to the character of a beaſt,will en .

ter into a confederacy with the falſe prophet and both ſhall

perilh together.

Let us for a moment ſee how this deſcription, borrowed

from the facred oracles,agrees with the preſent ſtate of things.

The Emperor Napoleon has reſtored popery in France,and in

other countries compoſing his vaſt empire . But how is it re

ſtored ? Has he, in reality, evinced any more regard to chriſ

tianity or even to popery, than formerly, when he was alter .

nately papiſt, muſſulman, and atheiſt ? Has he reſtored to

poperyany of its former powers, or given liberty to the free

exerciſe of chriſtianity, in any ſhape, any farther than it ac

cords with his capricious will for the moment ? No. The

temporal power of the pope has been long declining ſtep by

ſtep, and it has been left to Napoleon to give it the death

blow. The ſpiritual power he has alſo placed under hisown

controul, and it can only be exerciſed in immediate ſubſervi.

ency to his will. The popery reſtored is the mere creature of

theflate, the inſtrument of an ambitious and capricious poli

cy , which he can annihilate at pleaſure, whenever ſuch a

meaſure becomes congenial to his political views. Popery

then, as at preſent exiſting in the world, completely diveſted

of all civil ,and nearly ſtript of all eccleſiaſticalpower,and ex,

iſting only by the courteſy of a man who has no other view

in its ſupport than to render it ſubfervient to the purpoſes of

his ambition, is no longer that tremendous beaſt it was form .

erly ,when it carried terror and ditmay to the imperial throne,

and nearly all the thrones of Europe. But as the ſyſtem of

idolatry and fuperftition ſtill remains, it is properly, in the

language of therevelation , ſtyled the falſe prophet, with whom

the antichriſtian beaſt, being, as is generally ſuppoſed, the

Roman Empire, under its laſt head, was to connect himſelf,
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and which was, together with the beaſt, to go into perdition ,

It is farther queſtionable whether Napoleon has any thing elſe

in view, in the re-eſtabliſhment of popery within his domina

ions, than its entire deſtruction together with chriſtianity .

The antient prieſthood had been principally deſtroyed during

the horrors of the revolution . No encouragement is given

to young men to embrace the facred function . Theyhave

nothing to expect but the moſt abject poverty and the moſt

fovereign contempt. The few miniſters of religion are gen

erally old men, their numbers at preſent wholly inadequate

to the diſcharge of their functions, and rapidly diminiſhing

by death , while few or noneappear to take theirplaces. This

obſervation is applicable to chriſtian teachers of every fort,

whether catholic or proteſtant, while, by the bulk of the na

tion, religion is treated with the utmoſt contempt. It is pro

bably expected that, in this way, the entire deſtruction of

chriſtianiry will be effected by time. Such is that tremend

ous power with whom we are in danger of forming a more

cloſe political union , if not entering into a direct and formal

alliance ; a power exhibiting in the moſt ſtriking colours all

the marks of the Antichriſt of the laſt times. I need not here

detail the preſent ſtate of our relations withthat power - per

haps I may not fully underſtand it ,& if I did this might benei

ther the time nor place to make the detail. One remark how

ever is obvious — that the preſent ſtate of our relations with

France renders a colliſion almoſt certain with the only power

which has hitherto been able to ſet up any thing like an effec

tual barrier againſt theboundleſs ambitionofNapoleon. Should

that unfortunate event take place, the probable immediate

conſequence would be our being brought completely within

the vortexof his political views, if we ſhould not be confid

ered as an integral part of his vaſt empire. It would be eaſy

to expatiate upon the probable conſequences, probable did I

ſay, rather upon the neceſſary and unavoidable confequences

of ſuch an event to our political conſtitutions, and national

independence ; but I onlyaſk, what will be its conſequences

to morality and religion ? What will be its tendency to expoſe

us to the awful viſitations of heaven ? I do not mention this

from any apprehenſion that this antichriſtian power will fuc

ceed in his plan for deſtroying chriſtianity, CHRỊst's church
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is founded on a rock and the gates of hell cannot prevail a

gainſt it. But what is to be the ultimate fate of the beaſt

and the falſe prophet ? I beheld ( ſays the prophet Daniel) even

until the beast was slain, and his body destroyedand given unto the

burning flame. He was to proſper till the indignation was ac

compliſhed ; was then to come to his end ,and none ſhould help

him. That this tremendous power, at thehead of which Napo

leon is now placed, is raiſed up by providence for the expreſs

purpoſe of ſcourging and puniſhing the nations for their wick

edneſs, cannot admit of a doubt. Allies and enemies indiſ

criminately feel the ſmart of this fcourge. Until the purpoſ

es of indignation, which the Sovereign of the Univerſe has in

view, areaccompliſhed, he will proſper ; but when that which

is determined is done,he will be caſt down and deſtroyed , as

was the Aſſyrian his prototype of old. By joining with An

tichrift, and in that way becoming partakers of his fins, we

may expect to become the partakers of his plagues. To join

with , and help the ungodly, has always been attended with

the worſt conſequences to a people profefling the true religion.

It is a crime on which providence always frowns, either

firſt or laft. Even good king Jeholhaphat brought wrath upon

himſelf & upon Judah, by joining in affinity with Ahab ; and

when this fame Jeholhaphat afterwards joined with Ahazi

ah, who did very wickedly in equiping a feet to go to Tar

ſhiſh for commercial purpoſes, as a teſtimony from heaven

that a connection with that wicked prince was diſpleaſing to

God, the ſhips were deſtroyed by a tempeft, ſo that they

could not proceed to Tarſhiſh. Much more reaſon have we

to dread the ſevereſt chaſtiſement, ſhould we be ſo far infatua

ted as to unite our deſtinies with the Antichriſt of the laſt

times, who is doomed in the end to periſh with a terrible de.

ſtruction. If we are partakers of his fins, if we make a com

mon cauſe with him , (and by a war with the only power

who has been able to oppoſe anything like an effectual bar

rier to his ambition , we do in fact make a common cauſe with

him,) we muſt expect to be, in a meaſure at leaſt, involved in

his calamities . Rather ought we not to comply with the ad

vice given in the language of inſpiration. Come outfrom her my

people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not

ce
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of her plagues.
That there is an antichriftian influence at

preſent prevalent in the United States, is a fact, the proof of

which depends upon evidences by no means equivocal. De

iſm itſelf is antichriſtianiſm , as it is a direct oppoſition to

Christ ; and as what has been uſually termed deiſm , has de

generated nearly or quite to atheiſm , it is a denial both ofthe

Father and the Son .--St. John's deſcription of Antichrift.

The infidelity of our land is not the mere ſpeculative ſenti.

ments of a few detached iſolated individuals. There cannot

remain a doubt, but the ſyſtematic infidelity of the laſt days,

a fyſlem , in which its votàries, altho' agreeing in nothing

elſe, unite in an endeavor to extirpate chriftianity out of

the world, has found its way into our hitherto highly fayor

ed land. Of this we have had not only intimations, but di

rect proofs, which have been ſpread before the public. This

ſyſtematic attack may be probably carrying on more ſecretly at

preſent, but we have no reaſon to believe it to be abandoned.

The bitter fruits of it are ſtill viſible in the awful prevalence

of irreligion in the United States. If, in connection with this

prevalence of antichriſtian ſentiments and feelings, a po

litical connection thould be formed with the very Antichrift

himſelf, as we ſhould in that event be more deeply as well as

more nationally partakers of his fins, ſo we ſhould have rea

fon to dread a more immediate participation in his plagues.

To ſuch a ſtate of things the words of our text would be

ſtrictly applicable. Shall I not visit for these things saith the

Lord ? Shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?

By way of application of theſe remarks to the preſent fitu

ation of our country, I ſhall ſuggeſt a few things, which ap

pear to be duty in the preſent criſis,

1. Let us be duly ſenſible both of our own fins, and the

fins of our nation. The firſt ſtep both to individual and na

tional reformation, is to be ſenſible that it is neceflary. They

that are whole, have no need of a physician, but they that are sick.

It is but too common for people, both in their national and in

dividual capacity, to poffefs too much of the ſelf important,

ſelf complacentſpirit of Laodicea, by imagining their fitua.

tion to be directly the reverſe of what it is in reality. As it

reſpects their national privileges and advantages, the United

1
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States are in the habit of expreſſing much of this ſelf.com

placency, by conſidering themſelves not only the moſt free,

but the moſt virtuous and enlightened nation in the world,

while they conſider other nations as ſlaves. I have no wiſh to

depreciate the advantageswe have enjoyed, or to under val.

ue the conſtitutional privileges ofmy country when fairly en

joyed. Few nations have been ſo highly favored. Some of

our diſtinguiſhed advantages have been already mentioned in

this diſcourſe. No man can be more ſincerely attached to

our political inſtitutions, conſidered merely as political, than

myſelf, and no nation can be under ſtronger obligations to

maintain a deep ſenſe of the great things which a kind and

indulgent providence has done for them than the United

States. But when we take a review of our religious and more

al ſituation , it cannot but be apparent to every reflecting

mind, that it was not for our ſuperior virtue, orfrom our be

ing more holy than other people, but from conſiderations ou

riginating ſolely within thedivine mind, that we have been

thus favored. On taking ſuch a review , inſtead of indulging

this fpirit of ſelf-complacency, may we not find abundant

reaſon to exclaim in the language of the prophet, Ab sinful na .

tion, a people laden with iniquity ; a seed of evil doers, chil

dren that are corrupters, they have forsaken the Lord, they have

have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, and they have

gone away backward . The picture of our national character,

drawn in thepreceding part of this diſcourſe, is far from ex

aggerated. It might have been eaſy to have defcanted at

large on many traits which were but ſlightly touched, if at

all mentioned , which have become ſo common as to aſſume

the character of national. Taking theſe things in connection

with our manifold privileges, as well as the ſignal interprifi

tion of providence in our behalf, wemay juftly cry out; woe

unto us, becauſe we have finned . God has written unto us

the great things of his law and goſpel ; but, as a nation , we

have accounted thein as ftrange things, practically ſaying,

who is the Lord that we ſhould fear him . . Ingratitude was

one of the ſins of Iſrael. It has been ours. G D has re

peatedly done great things for us, for which we have been

glad. But wehave refuled ſo much as to mention his nanie ,

I
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of acknowledge either his being or providence, in our na

tional capacity. It is juitly eſteemed a very dark trait in the

character of an individual, when, fo far from bluſhing at the

criminality of his conduct, he glories in his ſhame
in his ſhame. Is not

the fame thing equally criminal in a nation , and is it not ap

plicable to this nation ? Perhaps thereis no feature in our

conſtitution which has been viewed with more complaçency,

and been the ſubject ofmore unqualified praiſe, both in this

and foreign countries,than this, that it takes no notice of, and

has no connection with religion . This feature, however, I

cannot but conſider as a great Pandora box, which is a very

fruitful fource of all the evils we either feel or fear. So long

as the United States , in their national capacity, continue to

deny the Lord, who bought them , renounce all connection

with, and refuſe all protection to religion, there is little prof

pect of any thing elſe, than that, as they refuſe to retain God

in their knowledge, he will permit them to reap the fruit of

their own doings. Doye thus requite the Lord, foolishpeople,

and unwise ? Is not he thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath he

not made thee, and established thee ? Let us be deeply ſenſible of

our national fins, of public and prevailing iniquities, which

may not be ſtrictly termed national, but eſpecially of private

and perſonal offences, as the firſt effectual ſtep to reformation.

2dly. Let us keep our eyes ſteadily to that divine hand

which orders and directs all events. It is a comfortable truth

of the chriſtian religion, that all things, not only in the nat

ural , but in the intellectual and moral ſyſtem , all things re

lating either to individuals, or to the fate of kingdoms and

nations, are not only in the immediate view, but ſubject to

the control, and under the direct ſuperintendance of provi

dence. I will cry unto God most high , unto God that performeth

all things for me. Not ſo much as aNut ſo much as a ſparrow can fallto the

ground without our heavenly Father, and even the hairs of

our head are all numbered. He puts down one nation

and raiſes up another ; puts down one individual and raiſ

es another ; abafes the mighty, and exalts them of low de.

gree, and none has a right to ſay unto Him what doeſt thou .

Mercies and judgments, both national and individual, prof.

perity and adverſity, are all equally from his hand. But ſuch

id



67

is the atheiſin which is natural to the human heart, that men

frequently overlook a providence, both in mercies and judg

ments. When the Lord's hand is lifted up, they will not ſee

when the Lord calls to weeping and to mourning, behold joy

and gladneſs. Whogave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the rob

bers ? Did not the Lord , be against whom we have sinned , for

they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient urto

his law ? Therefore he hathpoured upon him the fury of his anger ,

and the strength of battle, and it hath set him onfire round about,

yet he knew not ; and it burned him , yet he laid it not to heart.

Theſe, and many more, are the complaintsof the prophets on

God's antient people for their ſtubbornneſs under judgments.

And when at times afflictions were noticed, and they gave

ſome evidences of a diſpoſition to accept of the puniſhment of

their fins, it was frequently but feigned, tho' they ſometimes

apparently acknowledged that God was their rock, and the

moſt High God their redeemer, their heart was not right

with Gon, and they only flattered him with their mouth , and

lied unto him with their tongue. Equally prone were they

to overlook, or to be unthankful for his mercies. When

made to ride on the high places of the earth , then Jeſhurun

waxed fat and kicked ; forgot God, and lightly eſteemed the

rock ofhis ſalvation, Equally prone are weto overlook the

giver of every mercy. Altho? God has not interpoſed for us

in the ſame miraculous manner that he did for the Jews, we

have enjoyed many bleſſings, to which the Jews were ſtran .

gers. Providence has ſignally interpoled in our favor.

We have had our ſeaſon of proſperity, a proſperity al

moſt unparalleled in the annals of nations. Our flow . of

proſperity has abated ; the tide has turned, and is now fenfi.

bly on the ebb, and calamities, more ſerious than any we

have experienced , appear to be approaching. From what

ever fource theſe calamities may coine, it is ſtill the hand of

God. In whatever view we may conſider the inſtrument, it

is our duty to bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe we

have finned againſt him. Whatever may be our future lot,

either in a national or individual capacity, if our eyes are

conſtantly directed to the hand of providence, we will reap

this two fold advantage. A remembrance of the days of ad .

verſity, which are many, and of the ſudden changesto which
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both kingdoms and nations are expoſed, will keep us humble

in proſperity ; and a belief that all the operations of kings,

princes and ſtates, are immediately under the control of heav .

en, who ſays unto them, hitherto fhalt thou come, and no

farther, has a powerful tendency to keep the mind from ſink .

ing, or deſpondency under the preſſure of either public or

private calamity. He will make even the wrath of man to

praiſe him , and the remainder of that wrath he will reſtrain .

3dly. Next to a ſuitable eyeing of thehand of providence,

and indeed as inſuperably connected with it, we are called to

the great duty of repentance and reformation. Threatened

calamities have been oftentimes averted by the nations time

ly breaking off from their iniquities. This is agreeable to

the divine declaration, alreadyquotedfrom the prophet Jere

miah, which I ſhall not repeat. As kingdoms and nations

are, in their public capacity,the ſubjects of God's providen

tial government, and ineet their rewards and puniſhments in

this world, fo where there is only an external reformation, it

has ſometimes proved the means of prolonging national tran .

quility. No onecan ſuppoſe that the repentance of the Nine

vites at the preaching of Jonas,was in general, an evangelical

repentance ; yet the threatened deſtruction was averted for

a time. Joſiah's reformation, tho' ſincere on his part , was in

general but hypocritical on the part of the nation. But the

threatened calamity did not overtake them during his reign,

nor until they had apoftatized from that reformation . Was

a mere outward reformation to become general in our nation,

it might be the means ofreſtoring and lengthning our nation

al tranquility. Our exiſtence however is not merely for na

tional purpoſes. We are formed for immortality, and the

time is haftening on when wemuſt appear before a tribunal

where nothing will be approved but purity of heart. Let us

not therefore reft in a mere outward reformation. The Lord

ſearcheth the heart, and as a man thinketh in his heart, ſo is

he. That reformation may in the ifſue become general, it

muſt in its commencement be individual and perſonal : i. e,

every one ought to reſolve in his place to reform one. We

may harangue as long as we pleaſe on the degeneracy of the

times, and the need of reformation ; but unleſs it commences
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in individual reformation, it can never become either public

or national. The remark has been already made, that the

character of a nation is not to be eſtimated by that of a pious

few who happen tobe in it. Nor are we to take it from that

of a number of vicious, diſorderly people who are conſtantly

trampling upon the laws. It is to the nation itſelf we are to

look for a national character. Whatever is countenanced by

public law, or ſupported by public opinion, may be conſider

ed as in part conſtituting a national character. It is in this

view, and not becauſe there were no religious people, no

practical and experimental chriſtians in our nation , that I

conſidered we had loft our character as a chriſtian nation.-

But if the character of a chriſtian nation is ever to be regain.

ed, how is it to be done ? The anſwer is plain . It muſt be

by the progreſs of religion among individuals. No nation

ever aſſumed a chriſtian character, immediately on the firſt

propagation of the goſpel among them . This muſt be the

workof time, and the fruit of a pretty general extenſion and

embracing chriſtianity among individuals. Thoſe therere.

fore, who would wiſh to ſee us in the poſſeſſion of a national

chriſtian character, will, if they act a confiftent part, do every

thing in their power to promote individual reformation and

perſonal religion. Should that happy time ever come, when

men thall generally know, and follow on to know the Lord ,

a national chriſtian character would ſoon be regained , and

our kings would ſoon become nurſing fathers, and our queens

nurſingmothers to the church ; our rulers would ſoon kiſs

the Son, or embrace Jesus Christ in their public capacity,

and our kingdom , even as a kingdom or government of this

world, would ſoon become the kingdom ofour Lord and of

his CHRIST. This can be effected in no other way than by

the individuals of which theſe kingdoms are compoſed, be

coming decidedly on the Lord's ſide. Every individual ref

ormation is therefore one ſtep towards our becoming a chriſ

tian nation . Where is the man, who, on taking a view, eitha

er of his heart or conduct, does not find ſomething in himſelf

which needs reformation ? Is there nothing in our general

conduct which calls for reformation ? Have we uniformly

treated the things of religion in a manner ſuited to their

.

1
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nature and importance, and our own deep intereſt in them ?

Should our lives be without reproach ; are there not many

heart evils which need reformation ? Let it be kept in mind

that I am now addreſſing thoſe whoare chriſtians byprofeſſion.

Is there nothing in our converſation , nothing in our families

which needsreformation ? Arethere notmanyprayerleſs families

in particular which need reformation ? Are weor are we not

criminally negligent in the greatduty of bringing up ourfam

ilies in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; of inſtilling

into theirminds the principles and of exciting to the practice

oftrue religion, both by precept and example ? Shoulda real

reformation take place among the profeffing people of God it

might do much. Tho' it did not immediately change our

national character into that of a religious or chriſtian nation,

yet God has frequently bleſſed whole nations for his churches

fake. No doubt there are many of God's people in our land ,

Should theſe univerſally ſeparate from the camp of the ungod

ly, and ariſe and trim their lamps, it might be the means of

not only of calling down preſent bleſſings,and prolonging our

tranquillity, but ofcommencing ſuch a general reformation as

might in due time become national, fo that we might in the

iſſue become that happy people whoſe God is the Lord.

4thly. Another duty ofgreat importance at all times,but ina

ſpecialmanner in the preſent criſis, is prayer. Dowewiſh

for either fpiritual or temporal bleſſings, let us pray for them .

Even wherethe people of God have an abſolute promiſeof

good things in ſtore , they are directed to pray for them . Thus

saith the Lord GOD, I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of

Israel to do it for them. The prophet Daniel was a man greatly

beloved of God ,and alſo mighty in prayer. It was immedi

ately after one of the moſt ſpiritual and heavenly prayers re

corded in ſcripture, in which he particularly confeſſes his own

ſins and the ſins ofhis people ; at the ſametime acknowledg.

ing the juſtice of God in all the evils which had come upon

them for their fins; that the Angel Gabriel wasſent unto him

to communicate the moſt important of all his prophetic reve

lations : i . e . that which related to the time of the Mefliah's

coming. The prayer is recorded at large in the 9th chapter ;

the concluſion of it ver, 18, 19, is remarkable. O my God,
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incline thine éar and hear ; open thine eyes and behold our desolations,

and the city which is called by thy name : For we do not present our

supplications before thee for our righteousness, but for thygreat mer

cies. O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken and do ; defer,

not, for thine own sake, O my God ; for thy city and thy people are

called by thy name. Immediately after this fervent fupplication ,

the Angel Gabriel was ſent unto him to inform him both of

the time when Meſſiahi was to come and of the nature of the

work he, was to do. The famous prophecy of the ſeventy

weeks , recorded in this 9th chapter , contains perhaps as clear

and full account, both of the work the Meſſiah was to do, and

of the time of his appearing, as any which is to be found in

the old teſtament. It was communicated by the Angel, im

mediately, aft:er this moſt ſerious and ferventpraper. Godis

ſtill a prayer-hearing God. Altho' we are not to expect to be

made prophets, or to have any particular revelation commu

nicated, nor is this one of thoſe things for which we ought

to pray, yet we may expect mercies. Mercies, ſpiritual and

temporal, public and private, national and individual ; mercies

to the church and commonwealth , for ourſelves and others,

may be expected in anſwer to prayer. When a mercy is re

ceived in anſwer to prayer, we will be the better prepared to

reliſh its ſweetneſs, and the more thankful to thegiver. Or

if God ſhould ſee fit to withhold the mercy aſked for, a pray

ing frame is a powerful ſupport under the want or privation

ofthe mercy prayed for. For example, a ſick man prays for

health . If he has a ſpirit of prayer it will ſupport him under

the want of it, and render him patient and ſubmiſſive on a

fick bed , or even enable him to face the king of terrors, and

paſs out of time into eternity with comfort. If the Judg.

ments of God are abroad in the earth, the man endued with a

ſpirit of prayer finds the moſt comfort in a ſeaſon of trial .—

Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee ;

the desire of oursoul is tothy name and the remembrance
of thee.

God is our refuge and cur strength, a very present help in trouble ;

therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and the

mountains be carried into the midst of the sea . Altho' thefig tree

jhall not blossom , neither shall fruit be in the vine ; the labour of the

olive shall fail and thefields shall yield no meat, the flock shall be
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cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stall, yet í

will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation .

Whether light ſhall ariſe out of darkneſs, or whether the dark

clouds which now hang over us ſhall continue to thicken un

til they burſt in ſome dreadful calamity upon our nation , the

man of prayer is beſt prepared for either continued trials or

deliverance. Let us pray for ourſelves, pray for the church

and nation , as for other mercies ſo for this eſpecially, that we

may be that happy people whoſe God is the Lord .

5thly. As there are important duties which we owe to God,

fo there are duties which we owe to our ſocial connections,the

faithful diſcharge of which may contribute to the regaining

of our chriſtian character as a nation. Of theſe the duties we

owe to a riſing generation ought not to be forgotten. Youth

are the beſt hope of their parents, the church, and the nation .

Their morals and principles are of the greateſt importance to

fociety. It has been a part of the plan of the infidel and the

irreligious of every deſcription, to ſpare no pains and uſe ev .

ery art to corrupt them ; the greater diligence ſhould there

fore be uſed to counteract thedeſigns of the adverſary. But

I muſt paſs this and obſerve that there are duties which we

owe to civil ſociety, with ſome brief remarks upon which I

ſhall cloſe. And as it is not my intention to enlarge, I ſhall

barely notice this one, which is of great importance, and that

is in our exerciſe of the right of fuffrage, to fill important

places of public truſt, to pay particular attention to the relig

ious and moral, as well as the political qualifications of can

didates : i.e. that we endeavor to ſelect not only men of

wiſdom and talents, but men of virtue and religion, at leaſt

men who are known to be believers in revelation, and friend

ly to gofpel order and chriſtian inſtitutions , and men whoſe

morals are not a public diſgrace to the chriſtian character.

The right of fuffrage, to the extent in which it is enjoyed in

this country, is a privilege with which no other nation is fa

vored. The value of the privilege depends very much ' on .

the manner in which it is exerciſed . By a wiſe and conſcien

tious exerciſe of this right, much mightbe done to ward off

the ill effects of that irreligious feature in our national gov.

ernment, which has given riſe to a conſiderable portion of

1
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the remarks containedin the preceding diſcourſes. No doubt

this feature in our government has paved the way for the

introduction of men into our national councils, who are op

poſed to every form and appearance of chriſtianity. In this

thechildren of this world have proved themſelves to be wiſer

than the children of light. The doctrine of the entire ſepa

ration of government from religion , in the extent to which

it is carried, is an infidel doctrine. But means have been

found , in ſome way, to render it popular with many of the

profeffors of chriſtianity. They have progreſſed ſtill farther,

and cauſed it to be believed, that a reſpect for religion, or even

a ſpeculative belief in revelation, is neither a neceſſary or a .

very important qualification of a ruler in a chriſtian country.

This impreſſion is peculiarly favourable to the cauſe of infidel

ity, and has no doubt been much promoted by the arts and

labours of men of that deſcription. It has already been ob.

ferved that an infidel, as such, can beviewed in no other light

than as an enemy to the chriſtian religion in every form of it..

By engroſſing asmuch power as poflible into theirown hands,

they are placed in a ſituation to exert a more powerful and

more fatal influence to injure that religion which they take

every opportunity to render contemptible. It is impoſſible

that it ſhould be otherwiſe, for what can be niore oppoſite

than light and darkneſs ? What ſecurity can we have of even

the political integrity of a man without religion and without

morals ? Do we depend upon the fanctity of an oath as an

important bond of ſociety ? An oath can have no other foun

dation than religion. Deſtroy all impreſſions of religious ob

ligation , and oaths become mere words of courſe. There can

be nothing binding in them ; one important cement of fociety

is gone, and no other motives to action are left than thoſe of

ambition, convenience, or ſelf intereſt. All the power which

remains withthe people to remedythis evil , is in the properuſe

of their right of election. Should that be executed wiſely,

and without either improper bias or corruption , many evils

which we have reaſon to fear, might be avoided . But, on

the other hand, deplorable is the ſituation of a nation , when

on each ſide walk the wicked, and the vileft ofmen are exalt

ed ; and more deplorable ſtill, when vileneſs itſelf is the moſt

K
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direct paſſport to promotion . Thoſe, who by an imprudent

exerciſe of this privilege, lend their aid to elevate ſuch men,

do thereby contribute, by the moſt effectual mean in their

power, to the defection of the times, which muft. ripen us

more andmore for the chaſtiſements of heaven. TheGod of

Israel, said the Rock of Israel, spake untomemHe that ruleth over..

menmust be just, ruling inthefear ofGod.

To conclude-Let us be real chriſtians. Whatever may be

the aſpects of providence towards our nation, our time in the

worldwill be but ſhort. Let us therefore look beyond all the

tranſitory things of time, to that folemn hour when we muſt

all appearbefore thejudgment ſeat of Christ. Neither our

natural relations, or political connections, are any thing elſe

than momentary, compared with futurity. But a vaſt eter

nity awaits us, and wemuſt loon enter on that untried ſtate .

Let us therefore extend our viewsto eternal things, and in

the event offevere trials, either national or individual, be

take ourſelves to thoſe chambers of ſecurity , which God has

prepared as a hiding place for all who put their truſt in him ,

and to which he invites them , ſaying, Come my people, enter thou

into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it

were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast - For be

hold the Lord cometh out ofhis place to punish the inhabitants of the

carth for their iniquities : The earth also shall disclose her blood,

and shall no more cover her slain .

viny
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