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IN behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, we
have the honor to exprefs to you their thanks for the excellent
Oration you delivered on the Anniverfary of the Independence of
the United States of America, the 4th inftant, and to-defire 2 copy
for the prefs. o b e e
We have the honor to be with high
perfonal refpet and efteem, Sir,

your very humble fervants,

HUGH MCLALLEN,

| JONATHAN MGEE,

. . .’ - CLARK CHANDLER.
Rev. SAMUEL TAGGART.

Wt

GENTLEMEYN)

‘ THOUGH T am far from fuppofing my Otationen
the 4th inftant, juftly merits the encomiums beftowed upon it, yet,
fuch as it is, the copy is at vour fervice, - - ;

Idm, Gentlemen, yonr' .. = . "
friend and fervant,

SAMUEL TAGGART.

The Gentlemen of the Com- }
mittec of Arrangements,



__ON account of the ex-
treme length of the perform-w
ance, a few paffages were oq
m1tted in the dehvery, Thefe

are mfexted in the pubhcatlon



FRIENDS, axp FELLOW-CITIZENS,

HOUGH not wholly unacquainted with the
bufinefs of public fpeaking, yer, on account of the
novelty of the occafion, and the prefent being fome-
what remote from the ufual method in which I have
been accuftomed to addrefs public affemblics, I fecl a
degree of diffidence in making the attempe. It being
my ufual pratice to deliver my fentiments in a plain,
{imple, unornamented ftyle, I fhall not deviate from
that method on the prefent occafion; - The fAowers of
oratory or the ornaments of dition, you are not to
expet.  The fubje@ before us has been {o often con-
fidered that it is difficult to exhibit any thing new. If
fomething however may be fuggefted, tending to ex-
cite in the minds of this numerous audience, fentiments -
of gratitude ta that Being upon whom we all conftant-
~ ly depend for every blefling we enjoy, and whofe hand
has heretofore appeared fo confpicucufly, in enabling
us to furmount all the difficulties, and proteting us
in the midft of all the dangers which we had to pafs
-through, in order to our becoming an independent
nation, I fhall efteem the prefent a profitable fervice.

Tr1s Anniverfary completes twenty-feven years
fince a band of Patriots, fired with an heroic zeal, and
animated with fuch 2 noble enthufiafin, as raifed them
above all fenfe or dread of impending danger, put
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their lives in their hands, and making a folemn appeal
to heaven for the rectirude of their intentions, figned
that memorable inftrument which declared the thirteen
united Britifh Colonies free, fovereign, independent
States, pledging, at the fame time, their lives, fortunes
and facred honour, to fupport the declaration, thereby
claiming a rank among the nations of the world.

TxE event has proved that what was, at that
time done on earth, has been ratified in heaven, Af-
tera long and arduous ftruggle, during which we
were, in a variety of inftances, like Ifrael of old, a
people fignally, and eminently faved of the Lord, our
independence has been acknowledged, and placed on
a permanent bafis, exhibiting to the world a literal
fulfilment of that fcripture prophecy which declares
that a nation fthould be born in a day. A

It is agreeable both to right reafon, and to the
principles, as well as examples of revelation, to take
fomne notice of an event of fuch folemn importance :
but as men, and, in a fpecial manner as chriftians, let
“us be governed, in our public rejoicings by the diftates
of reafon, and the fober maxims of religion. Let us
remember that our liberties and privileges, civil and
facred, are the gift of God, to be improved for his
glory, and our own and our fellow creatures” happi-
nefs ; left by making them an occafion of licentiouf-
nefs, we hazard their lofs.

TroucH no human fyftem of government, or
civil polity, can be juftly’ termed fo perfeét as to be
incapable of improvement, yet, by comparing her lot
wich that of other nations, America, if the duly ap-
preciates and improves her advantages, may be juftly
pronounced to be the happieft people on earth. While
almolt every other f{yftem of government now in the
world, has come into operation as a fruit of either ac-
cident or force, our American conftitutions, have
been the refult of the free, unawed deliberations of
cur moit enlightened citizens, who had the opportu-
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nity of profiting by all the light derived from the ex-
perience of paft ages ; and they have come inte op-
eration by the voice of the people themfelves, We
have, in general, been favored with peace in our bor-
ders, with a plenty and even abundance of the necef-
faries and conveniences of life, with as great a degree
of health as ufually falls to the lot of dying men in a
dying world, and with, probably, as much perfonal
liberty as is confiftent with impofing a due reftraint on
thofe unruly paflions, which, if permitted to rage
without controul, would turn the world into a bedlam,
and render every man, every man’s foe.

A srizr fketch of fome of the difficulties fur-
mounted, in order to the eftablithment of our indepen-
dence, the dangers with which it is ftill threatened, and
the means of avoiding them, fhall now folicit your
attention,

More than a fimple declaration upon paper was
requifite to procure us the blefling. It was not ob-
tained till after a long, arduous, and perfevering con-
flict, and after expending much blood and treafure.
When we refle&t upon the various circumftances of
difcouragement, which darkened our profpe& at the
beginning of the ftruggle, it is truly wonderful, and
fomething which manifefts the operation of a divine
invifible hand, dire&ing our councils and animating
our endeavours, that ever we had refolution fufficient
‘to make the attempt. As a people we were then in
ourinfancy. But little more than a century and a
half had elapfed fince our forefathers, a few poor wan-
dering pilgrims, in queft of a habitation where they
might enjoy the bleflings of civil and religious liberty,
firft landed on our fhores, where they found nothing'
but a vaft howling wildernefs, inhabited only by fav-
age men and beafts of prey. We were without mag-
azines of arms and other warlike ftores, or the imme-
diate means of procuring any ; without either treaf-
wres, experienced officers, or difciplined troops, and
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“wichout fleets to defend our extenfive fea codfts. We -

had at the fame time, to contend with one of the moft
powerful and warlike nations of Lurope, whofe flects

‘gavelaw fo the ocean, whofe refources for military

emcrprxze were, in a manner inexhavflible, and whofe
troops, fome of the moft valiant and beft difciplined

- on the globe, were headed by commanders diftin-

gux(hed for their military t:dents and love of enter«

PHZE
Durine the progrefs of t‘ze confli&t, a]fo, odr

. affairs oftentimes wore the moft unpromifing ~fpe€t

being reduced to fuch a low €bb, that, upon a retro-
fpet"t view, we cannot but wonder that we did not, in

~a fite of defpondency, give up the caufe, and throw

ourfelves ’upnn the mercy of the conqueror. Even

~before the clofe of the memuorable 1776; which gave

birth to our mdcpendence we were, apparently, very

- pear withefling its exit. We have féen our refources

~exhaufted, aod our feeble armyies, almoft without pay
“or’ clothing, and many times bnt poorly fed, ‘vpon

the point of diffvlution 5 bet fHill we were fupporred

- The wafting of our fields, ‘the burning of our towns,

the repcated flavghter of our cttxZens, a-vaft expenfe
of blood and tre aiure, rogether with the . fom=times

~almoft unparaileled fuﬁ‘?:rmos of our caprive brethren,

- in prifons, and in prifen- fhxps, were [o many items in

the purchafe of that ‘blefling -of independence *which
‘we are this day affembled to celebrate. . Had not the

- memorable declaration of 1776 been followed with

- perfevering exertions, which were in the end crowned

with {uccefs, it would-have been regarded as the mo-
mentary phrenzy of rebels, weriting the fevereft chaf-
tifement, and our country at laroe would ‘have been

‘fubjec’?:ed to the moft 1 “u«milaunﬂ vafalage. ‘Many

of my hearers {till remember the various circumftin-

-ces of this moementous confliét. It is proper that
‘thofe who have f{ince come on the ftage of -aétion

fthould ‘be made acquainted with them.. Parents
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fhould inform their children, .and they again another
generation, of the wonderful works of God.

It is readily admitted thae God was thé vifible
king of the Jewifh nation; in a manner fomewhat dif-
ferent from the ufual method in which he rules over
other nations; yet there aré many things in the hiftory
of that ancient chofen people, fubftantially applicable
to thefe American States. Does the infpired Law-
giver of the Jews exclaim in the language of piots
graticude, faying, ¢ Happy art thou O lrael, who is
like unto thee, O people [aved of the Lord; the fhield
of thine help, and the fword of thine excellency ; and
thine enemies thall be found liars unto thee, and thou
fhalt tread vpon their high places.” So God has fre-
quently interpofed on our behalf, and been our falva-
tion when our power was gone, and there was none
fhut up or lef.  And as God whenever he was about
to do any great work for his ancient people, always
raifed up and qualified fuitable inftruments to carry it
on ; (fuch inftruments were Mofes and Aaron, Jofhua,
Gideon, David, Solomon, Hezekiah, &c.) fo we
have had both Patriots, Statefmen and Warriors,
men equally diftinguifhed in the cabinet and the field,
who have received their endowments from on high ;
to whom, while they fat in judgment, God has been a
fpirit of judgment, as well as ftrength while turning
the battle to the gates. Such diftinguifhed characters
kave, tho’ in fomewhat of a different manner, been as
really fitted by heaven for their refpective flations, as
thefé worthies of old. 'Who but an infidel does not
fee the hand of heaven, in raifing up and qualifying a
WASHINGTON for the {everal important (tations
he fo ably filled ? A charaéter juftly confidered as firft
in war, firft ia peace, and firft in the hearts of his
countrymen ; a name which will ftand unrivalled in
the annals of honeft fame, when the names of his ca-
- lumniators, thall b, either buried in .oblivion, or re-
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membered only as objefts of contempt and execration.
But thould I attempt fo much as barely to mention
the names of an hoft of living and dead worthies, wha
have filled their refpeive ftations, with dignity and
honor to themfelves, as well as to the fingular advan-
tage of their country, T fheuld tire your patience.
They were however only inftruments, Ju[’c fuch as
God was pleafed to make them, and to his name be
the praife and glory.

BurT even after an eight years” war had terminat-
ed in the reftoration ofth= bleflings ofpeace, we found
our independence {0 far from being placed upon a fe-
cure and permanent bafis, as to be lirtle better than
merely nomiral. It is not to be wondered that A-
mericans fhould, at the cloft of fuch a Jong and defe-
lating calamity, highly appreciate thofe liberties and
privileges which had coft them fo dear, and be filled
with a dread of that arbitrary power they had fo nar«
rowly efcaped, and be for that reafon difpofed to del-
egate authority with a fparing | hand T heir principal
concern was to guard againft all poffible abufes of
delegated power by a multiplicity of checks, without
being duly fenfible that ' government might thereby
becomne ufelefs, by havmo its operation fo clogged as
to render it deftitute of fufficient energy to afford pro-
te&tion. Being hitherto unpraétifed in the managing
of national aﬂ"am, they were, accordingly, till taught
by experience, ina meafure infenfible of the neceﬂicy
of a ftable energetic national government, in order to
concentrate their national refources, and dire& them
to the prefervation of their dear bought liberties « The
United States were therefore without any proper na-
tional fyftem. ‘

Tre old confederation, tho’” but the mere thadow
of a national conftitution, was found to be, in fome
meafure, adequate to national purpofes in a time of
war, o long as the feveral ftates were held together
by a fenfe of common danger, but that danger being
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patt, this feeble bond was found by experience, to be
wholly unequal to the management of our national af-
fairs in time of peace. OQur commerce being unpro-
tefted by any general fyftem of legiflation, was, for
that reafon, in a languithing condition—both public
and private credit were greatly impaired—our nation-
al debt, the price of our Independence, was in no
hopeful train of diminution, but rather in the way to
accumulate, until it thould be finally annihilated by a
national bankruptcy and public convulfion—a circu-
lating medium bad jn a great meafure vanithed, fo
“that debts contracted during, and about the clofe of the
war could not be difcharged, and taxes neceffarily high
on account of the circumftances of the times, could
not be paid, while our produce lay rotting in granaries
for the want of fufficient encouragement to carry it to
marker.  The natural confequences of thefe various
circumftances were a multiplication of fuits, and an
abundance of private diftrels. From a miftake of
their real caufe, thefe things were followed with un-
eafinefs, difcontent, and infurre@ion.

WaILE our country laboured under this preffure
of embarraffments, fome of our more enlightened
patriots and ftatefmen, dilcerning the true caufe of
our difficulties, clearly faw the neceffity of a more en-
ergetic national [yftem, and accordingly made that
attempt by which our prefent federal conftitution was
formed. From that extreme jealoufvy which is ever
watchful againft encroachments on our liberties, and
which, when not carried to excefs, is freedom’s beft
guardian, it required the utmoft addrefs to eftablith
and carry this fyftem into operation. Its beneficial
effects are the beft comments on its excellency.  Tho’
it had, from its infancy, to combat with a formidable
internal oppofition, and was brought into operation
juft at the commencement of a European war, un-
paralleled in the annals of civilized nations for inftan-
ces of wanton cruelty, extenfive carnage, and the en-
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tire deftru&ion of all ancient inftitutions ; and though
we have been frequently in danger of being ingulphed
in the tremendous vortex of European politics, yet,
with a WASHINGTON at helm, we fafely out-rode
the ftorm. In the courfe of a few years we have {een
trade revived, public and private crecit and confidence
reftored, our national charaQer retrieved, both at
home and in the view of foreign nations, and a [yftem
of national finance and revenue eftablithed, fufficiently
producétive to afford not only an ample fupply for the
ordinary exigencies of government, but a furplus equal
‘to pay the intereft, and effect a gradual extinétion of
the principgl of our national debt, while taxes have
been leficned and public burthers of eyery kind great-
ly lightened. 'We have feen our merchandize wafted
into all parts of the globe, in our own veflels, navi-
gated by our own feamen—the balance of trade for-
merly greatly agaipft us, turned in onr favour, and
fuch an advancement of profperity and population, ag
hardly admits of a parallel ; and our people, in gen-
eral, eafy and contented, or at leaft, without any real
caufe of complaint. ‘ o
WHEN our national conflitution was in the full tide
of fuccefsful operation, and not fooner, America
might be faid fully to enjoy the bleffings of her Inde-
" pendence.—From this brief tketch of the complicated
difficulties happily furmounted, which ftood in the
way of our becoming an independent nation, as well
as of the various fteps by which we have arrived at
‘that height of public and private profperity, enjoyed
~under the operation of our national conftitution, the
pious mind will be naturally led to confider the whole
as the work of God,  God has, with a clear and dif-
" tinét voice, fpoken concerning our nation, to plant
and to build it up. But there is a counter part to the
declaration of infpired truth. He frequently alfo
fpeaks concerning kingdoms and nations, to pluck up,
to pull down, and to deftroy, by either permirting a
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fpirit of infatuation to poffefs their councils, or by
giving children to ‘be their princes, and ftrangers to
rule over them. '
Havine briefly traced the beneficent hand of
Providence, which has been manifefted. in raifing the
~United States to their prefent rank among the nations
of the world, our obfervations will now be dire&ted, to
note fome of the dangers which threaten pur national
profperity and happinefs, and which, unlefs happily
avoided, may proflrate our national Independence.
AxD even upon a firft view, is it not obvious,
that our political happinefs, and even our Indepen-
dence as a nation, is, or may be endangered by the
prevalence of vice and irreligion ? No mathematical
axiom admits of a clearer and fuller demonftration
than this obfervation of the wife man, that, « Right-
eoufnefs exalteth a pation, but finis a reproach to any
people.”  Thofe ancient Empires of Affyria, Baby-
lon, Greece, and Rome, which appeared to be fo
firmly ¢ftablifhed chat no power merely human could
fhake them, {oon crumbled te pieces ynder the weight
of their vices. Should vice and irreligion univerfally,
oreven generally prevail in the Unirgd States, will
not our fitvation become cornparatively more critical
and dangerous, as we poffefs unfpeakably greater ad-
vantages, bath for o'aining the knowledge of our
. duty and for promoting the improvement of virtue ?
Nothing is plainer to thefe who believe that God the
fupreme arbiter of the fates of kingdoms and nations,
‘will punith the guilty, than that prevaleatr national
vices, efpecially irreligion, deftroy the happinefs, and
_endanger the Independence of 2 nation, by provoking
the righteous vengeance of heaven. P
WaaTever the objeions are which are made
againft either the religions, or moral fyftem of the
~prefent chief magiftrate of the United States, which,
whether well or ill founded, as I, probably have not
{ufficient light to determine, I fhall not in this place
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fpend time to enquire: this one fentiment from his
pen, muft meet the approbation of all the friends of
religion and virtue.  * Can the liberties of a nation
be thought fecure, when we have removed their only
firm bafis, a conviétion in the minds of the people,
that thefe liberties are the gift of God, that they are
not to be violated, but with his wrath ; T tremble for
my country when I refle& that God is juft, and that
his juftice cannot fleep forever.” Befides provoking
the wrath of heaven, vice and irreligion have a natur-
al tendency to deftroy the profperity and happinefs of
a naticn, by loofening or diffolving the bonds of civil
fociety—weakening or eradicating all the focial virtues,
and that fenfe of mutual obligation which conneéls
man to man, and by erafing from the minds of men,
a fenfe of the facred obligations of an cath, At leafta
naticn becoming univerfally corrupt, can be governed
only by the ftrong hand of force. No liberty can ex-
it among them, unlefs it be the liberty of mutual de-
ftru&ion ; and morality cannot exift without religion.,

It is true our modern philofophic reformers, who
have been pleading fo ftrongly for the perfectibility of
- human nature, have, many of them, pretended to be
great admirers of morality in the abftraét.  While
they have ufed the moft unwearied endeavours to dif-
 card religion, and fet afide t#¥ obligations of the di-
vine law, and all confiderations drawn from the belief
of a future ftate of retribution, they have pretended to
introduce a more pure, fublime, and refined morality,
under the'fantaftic notion of pra&ifing virtue for its
own fake. But what is the virtue or morality they
with to introduce ? Ts it either more or lefs than the
deftrution of all religion and morals ? Folfow nature,
take nature for your guide, is their leading maxim ;
i. e. refign yourfelves up to the uncontrouled domin-
ion of ycur appetites and paffions. Not only piety
towards God, but juftice, humanity, temperance,
chaftity, and benevolence, as well the exercife of all
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thofe natural and focial affections, which refult frong
the mutual relations of parents and children, hufbands
and wives, or brethren and fifters, are difcarded from
the lit of virtues, and ranked among the weaknefles
and prejudices of human nature, which it is the bufi~
nefs of their fublime, and refined fyftem of Philofophy
to eradicate. Tho’ great pretences to the inculcation
and practice of benevolence, are made by thefe reform-
ers, yet it is of that vifionary impra&icable kind, which,
while ir, profefledly, embraces the whole human race
in the arms of affeétion, confiders individuals as of no
confequence, and even fcatters about fire-brands, ar-
rows, and death in fport, for their deftru@ion. A
Marat and a Robgfpierre, with their fellows, were a-
mong the higheft pretenders to this kind of benevo-
lence.  Their oftenfible object was to emancipate the
whole human race, while they were butchering their
fellow creatures, by hundreds and thoufands, with as
little remorfe as men tread upon a worm, and would
have facrificed whole kingdoms at a ftroke, to their
luft of dominion, and infatiate thirft for blood. Were
fuch principles fo far to prevail as to be introduced in-
* to univerfal pra&ice, they would turn this world into a
Tophet, a mere Pandemonium, a fit habitation for the
fiends of Flell, rather than human beings.

Tuar repeated and unwearied attempts have
been made in Europe, to demoralize, and unchriftian-
ize the world, and that the plan has extended its influ<
ence to the United States of America, isa faét fo abun-
dantly attefted, that it requires the effrontery of an In-
fidel to difpute or deny it. And, fo far as the practi=
cal cffects of this fyftem prevail, they not only endan-
ger the future happinefs of individuals, but our prefent
happinefs and profperity, and even our liberty and in-
dependence as a nation. When perfons tainted wich
this demoralizing leaven, are entrufted with great pow-
er, and placed in flations of high refponfibility, the
danger increafes. “ When the wicked bear rule the
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people mourn,” is a maxim of unerring truth. Nz-
tions frequently derive their moral and religious com-
plexions in a great meafure from their rulers: Te will
perhaps be objected by fome; that a people have no
concern with their rulers, any farther than with their po-
litical talents; and of confequence they can have nothing
to do with either their religion or morality. Even that
chriftian charity which hopeth all things, is fometimes
adduced as an argument why men of talents, though
known enemies to chriftianity; ought impartially
with its friends; to be confidered as candidartes for of-
fices of the higheft truft and refponfibility in a chriftian
country, if not for that very reafon preferred.  But is
this application of chriftian charity juft ? What fecu-
rity can a people have in the political integrity ofa ru-
ler, without either religion or morals ? Tho’ it be the
duty of chriftians to fubmit to the exifting civil author=
ity, even fhould their lot be caft in a Pagan; Mahom-
etan, or Infidel country, this can be no- reafon why a
free, and, profefledly, a chriftian people, bleff=d with
an eleCtive government, fhould, by their own volunta-
ry fuffrages; raife known infidels to the chief direction
of the affairs of government. Is it confiftent with a
due regard to chriftianity, to inveft its enemies with a
power which thall place them in a favorable fituation
to accomplifh its deftrution ? Tho’ a thorough infi-
del may make the moft plaufible pretenfions, to phi-
Janthropy, and the moft unlimited countenance and
foleration of religious opinions, he is at heartan enemy
to the whole chriftian name, and is only waiting a fa-
vorable opportanity to accomplifh its deftruttion. It
is impoflible that as an Infidel, he fhould be or do
otherwife. - That great mafter and promoter of infi-
delity, Volaire, filled the world with his fyren fongs
“about univerfal philanthropy, while Crufh the Wretch,
meaning Chrift, was his warch-word among his com-
panions, and he could teli his confidential friends, thatif -
be had an hundred thoufand men ar his difpofal, he
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would know what to do. Danger from the prevalence
of vice and irreligion has heretofore threatened us: Is
it now paft ? ‘Let us paufe and fee.

Svucn are alfo the circumftances of thefe United
States—/uch their relative fituation with regard to the
pqwers of Europe, that foreign influence and intrigue

are fruitful {ources ofd:mger. We may naturally ex-
pect that while jealoufy and rivalfhip exift between the
feveral Furopean powers, they will not be inattentive
to the Gruation of America.  While one rival nation
will endeavor to obtain an undue influence or coutrol
over our councils, another will ftrive to counteradt it
by an oppofite influence. We have heretofore tafted
fome of the bitter fruits of fuch intrigues, and have
reafon to dread them in future. But whatever control
any foreign nation may obtain in thefe Srates, it will
be improved in order to promote her own, and not
their interelt. W hatever private benevolence there
may be in the world, and there is, alas ! but little,
pubhc national benevolence is not to be expected. Juf-
tice and good faith ought always to be prominent fea~
tures in national proceedings, but national benevolence,
or fuch a favor without an equivalent, asthall lay a
foundation for a juft claim upon national gratitude,but
rarely exifts, if ever. The European nations to whole
intrigues the United States are moft expofed, are Great
Britain and France. Thefe have long been the ene-
mies and rivals of each other, Both are deeply inter-
efted in rendering the United States fubfervient to their
intereft. Our buﬁnﬁfs, as Americans, is to manage
our own national aﬁ"urs, in our own way, unfwaycd
by any undue partialities, either for or againft the one
or the other. If the time fhould éver come, which is
an event neither impofiible, nor very improbable, when
either a Britith or a French faction fhall obtain an un-
controlable, or even an undue influence over our na<
ticnal councils, our liberties will be endange:ed and
our mcx‘pﬂndfncc become lictle bcttcr %ha'x a name.

: C
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Nay the time may not be far diftant when our firuation
may refemble that of ill fated Poland, which, by be-
coming a prey to foreign influence and intrigue, was
firft defolated by a civil war, then ftripped of fome of
her faireft provinces, and finally, by the late partition,
blotted out of the number of independent nations.
Juftfo far as any undue partiality prevails, we may ex-
pedt it to become fubfervient to a foreign intereft, and
not our own. -

Our danger in this refpe€ may be probably
heightened, by the circumftance of our pofiefling an .
extenfive vacant territory, which is to be confidered as
holding out am invitation to a vaft influx of foreigners

~to vifit our fhores, and fertle amongus. Thefe, fome
of them at Jeaft, may, upon good grounds, be fup-
pofed to bring, not only their foreigm manners and
habits, but their foreign prejudices and attachments
along with themw. Itis by no means improbable that
fome of them may add their weight to the f{cale of
foreign influence to control our councils. Foreigners
of induftry, refpetability, and peaceable habits, ought
always to be welcome to our fhores.  They bring an
acceffion to our wealth and population, as well as pro-
mote our improvement i many ufeful arts,  While
they are protected by the fame laws, and enjoy the
fame advantages to acquire, poflefs, enjoy, and proteét
property, with our native citizens, they cannot reafon-
ably complain, tho’ a {pace of time fhould elapfe fuf-
ficient for them to getacquainted with our conftitutions,
and the nature and fpirit of our government, and to
manifeft their attachment to the fame, before they be-
come eligible to ftations of high truft and refponfibili-
ty. Many foreigners of this defcription have after
fuch acquaintance has been obtained, ranked among
our moft refpectable citizens, and to put any new ob-
ftacle in the way of their naturalization, would proba-
bly be highly impolitic. But many of a different de-
{cription, have, from time to time, vifited our fhores.
If they are not fugitives from juftice, they are fuch
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unealy reftlefs fpirits as love to fith in muddy water.
Having many of them been unhappily engaged in plots
to overthrow the government of their own country,
they bring their revolutionizing fpirit along with them,
and are found to be no berter qualified for the duties
of peaceable citizens in this than in their native land..

f in any inftance, we find fuch chara@ers, almoft as
foon as Janded on our fhores, claiming, not barely all
the rights of native citizens, but enlifting themfelves
as pohtical champions, and afpiring to be the organs
of the public will, and even manifefting a difpofition,
to model our civil code to their pleafure, when they.
know but little more of either our conflitution, or the
genius of our government, than the thips which car-
ried them over ; and efpecially if we find them aided
and abetted by others, of a fimilar revolutionizing
fpirit among ourfelves, of whom our country contains
[ufficient ftore, their infuence is dangerous, and may,
in due time, become fatal to our peace and indepen- -
dence ; even equally deftru@ive with the T'rojan hotfe
of old. I confels that for myfelf I cannot but feel for
my country, as being in a fituation which is cruly de-
grading, from the confideration that no native Amer-
lcan citizen could be found fuitably qualified to hold
the purfe-ftrings of the nation, but that our treafury
department, one of the moft important in the United
States, muft be under the dire@ion of a foreigner, one
who has been, perhaps, juftly reprefented as a fugitive
from his own country, and as a fomenter of infurrec-
tion in this. ‘ L ,

In glancing at our foreign dangers, 1 may not
pafs over in filence, the ceflion of Louifiana to the
Freach, a meafure which promifes to give us an un-
eafy, reftlefs, intriguing, and encroaching neighbour
at our doors ; and the occlufion of the port of New=
Orleans, a meafure evidently conne@ed with the cefe
fion, and one whereby our Weftern territory is excluded
from the only paffage communicating with the ocean,
edntrary to' an exprefs ftipulation in cur treaty with
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Spain. Whethér our Government has purfued that
manly dignified line of conduct, which became the {u-
preme authority of a free and independent nation, or
whether it has not betrayed fuch a degree of indecifion,
pulillanimity, and imbecility, as is calculated only to
invite injury and infult, 1 fhall not pretend to decide
in this place. In favour of the fyftem adopted it is
urged, that the immediate objects to be purfuéd by thefe
_ States are peace, agriculture, and commerce, and that
a different line of condu& would, probably, have led -
to a war, which in our prefent firuation is above all
things to be dreaded, and by all poffible means to be
avoided, and that by proving to the world our mod-
eration, our juftice, and our love of peace to other na-
tions, we will conciliate their friendihip, and difpofe
them to liften to reafonable and equitable terms for the
fettlement of all matters in difpute, thereby manifeft-
ing a fimilar difpofition in return. It isreadily grant-
ed that peace, upon equal terms, is one of the greateft
of earthly bleffings, and war a moft diftrefling calam-
ity, to be, by every confiftent mean avoided. But fuch
a peace as 1s worth poflefling, a peace confiltent with
public liberty, or with national honour and indepen-
dence, cannot, “in the prefent exifting ftate of things,
be long maintained, or commerce either promoted or
proteéted, unlefs a nation is fuitably prepared to repel
injury and infult.  When in a fituation to vindicate
her injured rights, and repel force by force, a nation is
then in the beft capacity to negociate with fuccefs.
The pious believer of chriftianity, who has an un-
fhaken confidence in the accomplithment of fcripture
prophecy, will no doubt look forward with pleafing
anticipation to that happy period when peace among
the feveral nations of the world fhall univerfally pre-
vail, when men (hall beat their fwords into plough~
fhares, and their fpears into pruning hooks, when na-
tion thall no more rife againft nation, nor.kingdom a-
gainft kingdom, neither fhall they Jearn war any more ;
‘when even the brute creation fhall be at peace, when
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the wolf- and the lamb, forgetting the antipathy of
their reipetive naturés, fhall lie down together, and
the lion thall eat ftraw as the ox, and they fhall neither
hurt nor deftroy in God’s holy mountain.  Happy
they who fhall live in that day ! When that time
comes, as there will be no difpofition to aggrefs, fo
there will be no need of any preparation to repel. Bur,
in the prefent exifting ftate of things, the fureft way
for a nation to fecure and enjoy the bleflings of peace,
Is to be in a fituation to repel Infult, und avenge inju-
ry.  This method was, during the former adminiftra-
tion twice praCticed with fuccefs. What will, in the
prefent inftance, be the iffue of a negociation backed
with no fimilar preparations, remains yet to be difcov-
ered.  God grant it may be profperous. .

It is true we have been lately informed that our
negociation is in the moft profperous train, as our En-
voy extraordinary has been received and treated with
the moft marked attention, and the moft flattering af-
furances of a friendly difpofition on the part of France,
have been given by the Firft Conful, in anfwer o a
communication from our Ambaflador. I wifh, how-
ever, that flattering may not, in this inftance, prove o
be only another term for deceitful and infidious, in-
tending thereby to lull us into fecurity, till the critical
moment be paft. The prefent hoftile attitude of Grear
Britain, doubtlefs fhews this to be not the moft prop-
er time to profecute a fyftem of encroachment upon
America with vigor, and two millions of dollars for
Aecret fervices, probably to be difpofed of under the di-
rection of our Envoy extraordinary, Mumrce, and
which may ferve for a handfome doceur to the French
miniftry, may well be fuppofed to purchafe a fore of
¢ivility at leaft ; of which valuable commodity it ap-
pears that our refident Ambaflador has received bur a
moderate fhare heretofore,  And it appears thar not-
withftanding all the afforances of a fricndly difpofiticn
on the part of France, and the prerended difivowal of
the proceedings-of the Iatendant of New-Qricans, on

-
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.the part of 8pain, and notwithitanding the foothing,
oily, and hand-kiffing letter of the Spanith Ambafia-
dor, and the affeCtionate intereft taken in our affairs
by the French Conful, citizen Pichon, nothing more
than civility has, as yet been received. According to
the lateft accounts, the Intendant continues firm i his
purpofe, the port of New-Orleans continues thut, and
the right of depofit denied. It requires a degree of
credulity, bordering on abfolute lunacy, to believe a
thing fo incredible as, that the Spanith Intendantg
fhould, not only without any orders from his courr,
but contrary to orders, perfift in fuch an obnoxious
meafure.*

Noruinc can be more terrible to a free and in-
dependent nation than the arms of France, unlefs we
except her diplomatic fkill, her infidious intrigues, car-
ried on under the fpecious appearance of friendfhip.
More nations have been ftripped of their liberties, and
reduced to a ftate of vaffalage by the latter than the for-
mer. ~Nay her profeffions of friendfhip have been the
uvlual forerunners of conqueft by the fword. We have
feen Holland, Switzerland, Sardinia, Belgium, and
Italy, fucceflively firipped of every thing but nominal
fovereignty, crained of their wealth and refources, and
reduced to the moft abje& vaffalage, by the fraternal
embraces of the Great Nation, and Spain, once the
proudeft Monarchy in Europe, fo effectually paralized

* At the time when this difcourfe was compofed, no tidings of
the opening of the port of New-Orleans had arrived, If the intel-
ligence is authentic, I fincerely rejoice. Still it can hardly be
deemed fufficient fatisfaftion for the wanton violation of 2 folemn
treaty, continued for fix or feven months, that the injary ceafes at
the end of thar period. ~ Should even part of the incoherent intela
ligence about the ceffion of Louifiana prove to be fubftantially cor-
re&, it will no doubt be an important acquifition to the 1J. States,
efpecially fhould no attempt be made to encroach hereatter.  Still
four millions of dollars in part pay, does not found quite fo well 2s
if we were acquainted with the ftipulated price. Quere—Had our
government acted wich that becoming national fpirit breathed in
Rofs’s Refolutions, is it not probable that it might have come
cheaper ?—Peace however is a great blefling,
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and humbled, that the haughty Caftilian dares fearce-
ly whifper in his clofet, any thing which may give pof-
fible umbrage to the Firft Conful. Even when the
principal towns in Holland and Switzerland are gar-
rifoned by French troops, to overawe the enflaved in-
habitants into the moft implicit fubmifiion, their ears
are filled, and their underftandings infulted, with the
warmeft profeffions of friendthip. Thefe things may
ferve as a fample of what America may, cne day ex-
pect. . When about to fleece or firip any nation, her
words have ever been fmoother than oil. Should
France but once get a firm footing in Louifiana, the
will then poffefs peculiar advantages to intrigue with
fuccefs, and will probably fet up a claim which will
cover more than one half of the territory of the United
States, a claim of which fhe has never loft fight fince
the peace of 1763 ; nor has fhe forgotten her difap-
pointment in not obtaining it at the clofe of our revo-
lutionary war. Should fhe then be difpofed to im-
prove all the advantages derived from her fituation,
(and we have no reafon to think that fuch a difpofition
will be wanting,) fhould our government continue to
adopt fuch feeble unenergetic meafures as are calculat.
ed o involve us in war by a mere dread of its ap-
proach, as well as to paralize all the advantages de-
rived from our diftance, and our extenfive internal re-
fources, it will, moft probably cherith in her the ex-
pectation of making an eafy, bloodlefs conqueft, and
. thereby adding the United States, at leaft our immenfe
weftern territory to the already overgrown empire of
the Gauls, and of rendering the Atlantic Srtates {ub-
fervient only to her national aggrandizernent.  But [
fhall, on this {ubje®, wander no farther into the re-
gions of conjeGture. God grant that our fears may,
in the end, prove to be without foundation. ‘
In noticing the dangers to which our national
“independence is expofed, we cannot omit to mention
our divifions, and the prevalence of a party fpirit a-
mong us,as exhibiting a lowering afpect.  Ubited we
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ftand, divided we fall, is a goed maxim for America,
whether we apply it to a divifion or feparation between
the {everal States, by a diffolution of our narional fyf-
tem, or to that fpirit of party virulence which fepa-
rates us as individuals. The latter becomes, in a ipe-
cial manner, dangerous, when parties are precry equal-
ly balanced, and the conteft is purfued with a great
degree of acrimony and rancour. In fuch difputes all-
regard for che public welfare is, many times, abforb-
ed by party zeal. Frequent inftances might be felet-
ed from hiftory, in which during the paroxifms of
party rage, contending factions have rather chofen to
lubje@ their country to a foreign yoke, than fo far to
fubdue their party attachments, as to unite with an op~
pofite faction, in acy meafure for the good of theis
country.

. J canvor fully fubfcribe to the following maxim
of that great Statefinan and Patrior, Montefqeieu, that,
“ The Liberties of 2 nation are never in danger, till all
are united.” Tho' a certain degree of difference of
opinion may exift without public harm or danger, and
probably always will exift in a free country, where the
principal affairs of government are laid open to public
difcuflion, yet union in all imporant meafures, 1s un-
doubtedly the ftrength and fupport of a nation, efpe~
cially of fuch a nation as ours, where fo much depends
upen public opinion. :

Evsr fince the organization of our national gov-
ernment, under the federal conftitution, and probably
for a confiderable time before, a great degree of party
fpirit has prevailed in the United States. Since thag
time the breach has become more extenfive and alarm-
ing, and party feelings have affumed a greater degree
of afperity ; and fome promifing reafons for allaying
the public heats, have been loft by the alledged intem-
‘perance of the dominant party, which is faid to have
cherifhed a fpirit of political perfecution and intoler-
ance, as defpotic as wicked. | T feel incompetent tc a
full difcuflion of the merits of every peint in difpute
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~ between the principal contending parties, nor is the
prefent a time when fuch difcufiion can take place. In
the courfe of events, we have feen thofe diftinguifhed
by the name of Federalifts, oufted from the adminif-
tration of the gcvernment, and their places generally
fupplied by their political oppenents. I had aimoft
faid, we have feen the natural friends of our national
conftitution, thofe who ated the principal part in
bringing it into exiftence, and who direéted its opera-
. tions for twelve years with fuccefs, under the aufpices
of WASHINGTON and ADAMS, give place to
thofe, many of whom had from its commencement
been among its warmeft oppofers. Whether this
~change in the adminiftration will be an advantage or
difadvantage to us as a nation, muft be determined by
time. The rapid advancement of the United States,
both in wealth and population, during the former ad-
miniftzation has been already noticed. Whether that
progrefs will be accelerated or retarded by the change
which has taken place, muft be finally difcovered by
the event. 'We have allo {een a great number of dif-
miffals from cffice, merely for the fake of political
opinions, and many charges made againft the laft ad-
miniftration both before and fince their fucceflors came
into power. Thefe charges have been retorted, and
mutual criminations, and recriminations have taken
place, and party feelings, doubtlefs in many inftances,
more embittered. '

Amonc the numerous charges fo liberally be-
ftowed upon the laft adminiftration, thofe of an inten-
tion to deftroy the liberties of the people, by intro-
- ducing Monarehical government, and of a want of
economy, or a wanton dilapidation of the public treaf-
ures, have ftood in front. Perhaps none have been -
either {o frequently repeated or made fuch decp im-
preflions on the public mind. * How often have the
Monarchical principles of Joun Apams and his ad-
~ herents, and the peculations of Pickering, Woolcot -

D,
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sahd Co. as well as the public defa‘uhmc of others, been
trumipeted from ope ‘end of the continent to the other ?
Ma.nv particular charges, reducible under one or oth-
-er of thefe general heads, have, upon a thorough in-
veﬁmamon, been thewn to be demonftrably faife, and
1o beurged merely o ferve the defigns of a party.
With refpe& to the general charge of a defign in the
federalifts to introduce a Mondrc‘xy, it appears to be
Ho fraught 'with abfurdity, as completely to deftroy it-
felf.  In-a country fo widely extended asthe United -
‘States, inthabited by people from different nations, and
-whofe educations, habits, manners and cufloms are fo
diverfified, as to exhibit nearly all that variety of char-
-acter which is to be found among civilized nations,
‘there no doubt exifts a great dwerﬁcy of opinion, both
.onthe theorétical, and pratical parts of Government.
-Among this 'variety ‘no doubt feveral individuals may
be. found who would prefer a Monarchy, abftradtly
“confidered. ‘But the:man who in the prefent fitvation
“of the United Statés, canreithéer with to. introduce, or
cherith a tiope of introducing 2 Monarchy, muft be
viewed rather as meriting a firvation in a mad houft,
~than as a ddngerous foe "to republican liberty. In:a
muntry like this where there 'is fo great a degree of
-equality, that no individual can be found, fo much
diftinguithed either by birth, wealth, famn]y connex-
ions, or the place he holds in public opinion, to give
‘him the remateft pretenfions, and where probably not
-lefs than ninety-nine to-a hundred of the inhabitants
~are ‘decided Republicans, (whatever variation there
-may be in their 1deas of the beft manner in which the
- republican fyftem may be organized and adminiftered)
-and where'a large proportion of the people dread a
Monarchy as the greateft -of all earthly evils, and,
~where there are no privileged ordcrs, no-man in hl‘i
fenfes, whatever may be his private opinion of the
-comparative excellence of this or that particular fyf~
“tem, would have either the hardinefs to make the at-
tempt, or wifh that 1t fhould be made by another.
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I apprrumeno that our greateft danger of at length
. becoming a Monarchy, even one of the moft defporic
kind, does not arife from ‘any fuppofed gradual en-
croachments of our conftituted authorities, which, *tis
probable, will be guarded againft with the moft feru-
pulous vigilance ; but from fuch ‘popular tumults as
thall either weaken or deftroy them. This may, one
time or another, fix a Monarchy upon us of the very
worlft complexion. When a people grow iropatient of
fubje&ion to their limited conftituted authorities, wea-
1y of the reftraint of laws, the moft neceffary and fal-
utary, and fo abfolutely licentious ‘as' ta grafp after
fuch an impraicable degree of liberty as fets all good
order and regular fubordination at defiance, they are
in the high road to flavery. No doubt our country
contains many enemies to all regular fubordination.
Befides thofe of our own patural growth, the late tu-
multuous {cenes in Europe have already added to our
ftore, and will, probably, furnjfh us with an addition-
al fupply in future. Should men of this defcription,
either natives or aliens, fucceed in inflaming the pop-
ular paffions, to fuch a degree as to proftrate the cona
ftiruted authorities, (an event which may the kind in-
terpofition of heaven prevent) it might be then cafy
for fome popular demagogué, fome noify declaimer
in favour of liberty, equality, and the rights of man,
to take advantage of the ftorm, fo as to feize the fu-
preme power, and proftrate the liberties of America
under his feet ; thould the United States ever exXperi=
ence fuch an unhappy reverfe, the time may, perhaps
come, when the moft peaceable and beft difpofed
 part of our citizens, thofe who take no pleafure in the
tempeftuous  fcenes of revolution, may, however
warmly attached to our republican conflitutions, in a
fit of defpair, throw themftlves into the arms of a dei-
pot, preferring a Monarchy, or any other ftable {yf-
tem which will promife them fecurity, to the ftorms
of revolution, the reign of anarchy, or the paroxifms
of popular rage, and democraric fury. - L
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NoTrine is more common than to raife a loud

‘cry in favor of liberty and the people, when no intereft
is lels at heart than theirs. Maras, Robefpierre, and
other infernal agents in the French revolution, were
inceflant 1n their acclamations of The Pesple, The
People 5 while they were butchering this very people,
by hundreds and thoufands under the guillotine. We
can {carcely find a fingle inftance recorded in hiftory
of one fucceisful ufurper, from Pericles at Athens, to
B.naparte in France, but who on his firft fetting out, .
p ciended a more than ufual regard for the liberties of
tic pecple, and cbiained his elevation by courting
piopuiar applaufe. If1 fee a man uncommonly earneft
11 nis deciamadions in favor of the people, and, on
all occafions, afliducus by courting popular applaufe,
elpeciaily, if he is pecuhiarly dogmatic in his affertions,
¢markabiy impauent of contradi&ion, or fingularly

overbearing in converfation, ciicumftances by no
means uncommon, I canoot help thinking of an 4%/z-
Jom faying, O that I were made Judge in the land,
and even whilpering to myfelf that this man, though
a fawning fycophant in the purfuit of power, would
moft probably prove a tyrant in the exercife of it. [
alfo fometimes 1ndulge a corje@ure that he may be
tyrannical in domeftic life, and that if ever this loud
declaimer in favor of hberty and the people, thould
obrtain the elevation he fecks, he will, moft probably,
take care of himfelf, and the people will be forgotten,
1n {uch conjeétures as thefe, 1 thould gladly find my-
{elf to be more frequently miftaken. OUne honeft pat-
riot, who has fufficient' courage and regard for the
people to tell them the truth, and to vindicate public
liberty by fupporting the conftituted authorities, tho’
it thould be at the'expenfe of his own popularity, isa
charalter of more ferling value than an hundred fuch
noify declaimers. If ever our free republican confti-
tutions are overthrown, and a Monarchy or tyranny
eftablithed, it is, I think, probable, in the prefent fitu-
ation of the United States, that it will be effe@ed, rath-
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- er by inflaming the popular paffions; and exciting to
the purfuit of fuch an impraticable liberty as fecs at

defiance all good order and regular fubordination, than

by any fuppoled gradual encroachments on the part of

the conftituted authorities,

Bur asicis in the prefent exitting ftate of things,
fcarcely credible, that either an individualor a number
- of individuals, thould be fo far infatvared with the
~ love of Monarchy as to take any freps defignedly aim-
ing at its introduétion, fo, that fuch a defign thould
onginate, and be principally patronized in New-Eng-
land, is, if poflible, a greater abfurdity.  The inhab-
iants of New-England have been nuifed up in the
love of liberty. They view it as their birth-right, and
- are almoft to a man attached to republican principles,

and their manners are, in general, the moft republi-
can of any people on the globe. They are difpofed
to delegate power, as well as the emoluments of of-
fice with a {paring hand, and to warch over the exer-
cife of authority with the moft fcrupulous vigilance.
They are alfo more generally enlightened than any
other portion of the United States, and their ele@ions
are the moft regular, free, and uninfluenced. - From
the congeniality which is obfervable between New-
England maoners and republican principles, it is per-
haps fomething more than mere conjeure, that if
ever republicanifm fhould give place to another form
of government in the Ugrited States, it will draw its.
laft breath in New-England., That Virginia and the
fouthern States, whofe manners, habirs, and cuftoms,
are, compared with thofe of New-England, fo many
degrees removed from republicanifm, fhou'd be dif-
poled to preferve o the United States, and even re-
ftore to New-England, that republican government
‘which the latcer, in her zeal for Monarchy, is in dan-
ger of throwing away, is one of the moft extravagane
whims that ever entered the brain of a crazy  headed
politician. In every view of the fuppofition 1t deftroys
atfelf.  But tho’ it never can be fericufly believed by



[ 30 ] ‘
men of underftanding, yet, fo far as it obtains ¢redit,
- it is well calculated for another purpofe; particularly

to give the State of Virginia that preponderating in-
fluence in the Union to which fhe afpires. ‘

Wrrn refpect to the charge of a want of econo-
my, or a wanton dilapidation of the public treafures,
which has been alfo a moeft fruitful fource of crimina-
tion, my knowledge of the various juft and neceffary
calls for national expenfe is neither fufficiently exten-
five, nor have 1 adequate vouchers for the feveral
items of a€tual expenditure, to warrant conclufions
either for or againft their being in every inftance,
ftrictly economical. Economy in expenditures, fo
far as is confiftent with the public fervice, is undoubt-
edly a virtue, particularly in a Republic, and perhaps
there is fcarcely a topic which is calculated to make a
more favoraple impreffion upon the public mind, than
pretenfions of that nature, whether well or ill founded.
This has not been negletted on the prefent occafion.
The fuperior economy ufed by, and the great relief
from public burdens obtained under the prefent ad-
miniftration, have been among the common topics of
the day. But with refpet to any grievous oppreflion
under the laft adminiftration, as none fuch exifted, no
great praife is, one would think, due for removing a
burthen which was only imaginary.

Bur tho’ economy in public expenditures is, in
general, commendable, yet it may be fometimes car~
ried to an excreme. Nations as well as individuals,
may be what is vulgarly called, penny wifé and pound
foolith, Whenever an extreme parfimony paralizes
thofe national energies which the circumftances of
our country require to be called into exercife, it is falfe
economy. Under the former adminiftration the calls
for expenfe were undoubtedly urgent. T wo infurrec-

“tions were, fucceffively to be fuppreflfed, an expenfive
Indian war was 1o be maintained, and the difputes oc-
cafioned by the repeated aggreffions on our commerce,
both by Great Britain and France, which were finally



fettled by treaty, required expenfive preparations in
order to their adjuftment. Previous to the com-
mencement of the prefent adminiftration, many of
the caufes of thefe extraordinary expenfes had ceafed
to operate. - The leflening of current expenfes was
therefore not owing to any change in the adminittra-
tion, but to a variation of circumftances, and followed
‘of courfe. The prefent adminiftration has, it is true,
abolifhed the {yftem of internal revenue, and thereby
faved the expenfe of colle@ing it. But as this was al-
- ‘moft wholly collefted from articles of luxury, and
‘paid by the affluent, it can, with no degree of propri-
ety, be faid to relieve the people at large of -any bur-
den. If the body of our citizens were previoufly bur-
‘thened, they are fo ftill.  The emoluments of the of-
ficers of government were a fruitful fource of com-
plaint and crimination under the former adminiftra-
tion, but I don’t find that thefe have been in any in-
ftance lefiened, tho’ in feveral they have been enlarg-
ed.  With refpect to fome other reductions of expenfe,
particularly what relates to the prefent firuation of our
thips of war, time muft determine whether they are
~ politic or otherwife.

Bur altho’ pretences to.economical favings, have,
during the prefent adminiftration, been carried very
high, vet in fome inftances of expenditure, the juttice
of the claim is, to fay the leaft, but very dubious.
Thirty-two thoufand dollars unneceffarily lavithed on
the repairs of the French frigate Berceau ; twenty
thoufand dollars, or nearly that fum, expended on
Dawfor’s miffion to France in a national fhip, merely
to carry a treaty which he was not to prefent, and
which might have been, with equal facility, tranfinit-
ted to the refiding Ambaflador, by whom it was to
be prefented, in a merchant’s fhip free of expenfe ;
two millions of dollars, placed uader the direction of
the Prefidens, for fecret fervice money, and upwards

- of one hundred and fourteen thoufand dollars of the
fum. appropriated by law for the difcharge of our na-
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tional debt, wholly unaccounted for ; befides an ints
menfe fum, if 1 miftake not, between two and three
millions of dellars accounted for in the grofs, as being
in the hands of agents unapplied, agents none knows
who, and to be applied for no one knows what
purpofe, are ar leaft, very queftionable traits in an
economical {yftem.

Wit refpe to the two millions of dollars for
fecret fervice money, to be appropriated under the di-
re&ion of the Prefidert, the alarm which was circu-
lated from Maine to Georgiay, when, in a time of
pubiic danger, twenty thoufand dollars, juft the hun-
dredth part of the prefent fum, were placed under the
direction of the late Piefidentin the fame way, is not
yet forgotten.  Of this fum he expended, if I miftake
not, fifty dolars. We hope the prefent depofic will
be found lodged in as fafe hands.

Durine the laft adminiftration we were, alfo,
frequently warned of the danger, and alarmed with
the progrefs of executive patronage, as tending to con-
centrate the powers of government too much into a
fingle hand, and lead to Monarchy. We have been
alfo frequently told that a republican government ought
to have no fecrets, but every tranfaction fhould be laid
open to the view of the public. When, on particular
occafions, confidential communications frem the Prei-
ident required fecrecy, it was reprefented as wearing an
alarming afpect, and as a certain index of approaching
Monarchy. = But I do not find that, during the pref-
ent adminiftration, executive patronage has been in
any inftance leffened, tho’ in fome cafes it has been
enlarged, particularly by vefting the appointment of
the Commiffioners of Bankruptey in the Prefident.
And with refpec to fecrecy, it is probable that during
the whole adminiftrations of WasuingTon and Ap-
AMs there was nct more bufinefs done in Congrefs
with clofed doors, than during the fhort feflion of laft
winter. Upon the whole, that the prefent adminif-
tration is, all things confidered, either more republi-
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can or more economical than the laft, is ftill problem=
atical ; we muft wait for farther proofs.

~ In conneltion with feveral obfervations already
made in this difcourfe, I might take notice of dangers
arifing from the corruption of the fources of informa-
tion, and the confequent mifleading of public opinion,
Even fome of our privileges are fources of danger, not
the privilege itfelf, but the abufe of it.  Whatever
may be their particular political tenets, the great body
of our free independent citizens will be always difpofed
to promote the true intereft of their country, fo far as
their information is corret. Their intereft, fafety,and
happinefs are conpedted with their country’s welfare,
what reafon can be given why they fhould not purfue
it ? But defigning individuals, who for felfith purpofes
rather choofe to inflame the paffions than inform the
judgments of the public, frequently fucceed in mii-
leading the unfufpicious multitude. No fo ready way
to do this as by corrupting the fources of public infor-
mation, By thefe public opinion will be always, in
{ome meafure, regulated. A free prefs when ably
and virtuoufly conducted, is a great bulwark of liber~
ty, an excellent mean of conveying correét informa-
tion to the public mind. But when conduéted by
men harboring fome dark defign, men of talents bug
without integrity, ic is a privilege which is liable to be
greatly abufed.  We glory in this liberty as our birth-
right, but of its abule we may juftly complain. When
the prefs fo far degenerates that, inftead of conveying
corret information, its pages can anfwer no other
purpofe than to miflead and corrupt, when it becomes
the common vehicle of {lander and abule, and the
grofleft fallchoods, even fuch as have been frequently
and abundantly confuted, are boldly and impudently
repeated, ull the very cffrontery with which they are
palned upon the public, aimoft forces belief : Then
a free prefs becomes hitle better than a public curle,
Itis impoffiole fur a people either o form corréct



[ 34 1

opinions, or alt right, while fubje&ed to fuch an un- -
due influence.  They may, by fuch means, be either
involved in anarchy, or ftript of their liberties before
they are aware.  Confidence may be placed where it

s unmerited, and men of the moft tried fidelity may

¢ neglected or difcarded. A great degree of this evil
prevails in the United States.  Probably it is not
confined to one political party. Tts confequences have
been already alarming, and where they will ftop, ’tis
difficult to forefee. Unlefs the evil is checked it may
prove fatal.  But without 2 more general return o
the paths of virtue, how fhall the remedy be applied ?
Many other things of lefs moment might have
been noticed, but the patience of the audience muft
be by this time exhaufted. The means of preferving
our independence muft form a counter part to the dan-

gers with which it is aflsiled. The anfwer to this

part of the enquiry, fo far as I am capable of giving
it, fhall be in.a breath.
Lzt us cultivate the public and private virtues,

‘rthofc,efpccially which have religion for their bafis.

Leet us venerate religious inftitutions, but in a fpecial
manner, let us prattice the duties which chriftianity
enjoins, and cultivate the temper it is calculated to inw
ipire, 1. e. piety towards Gobp, and benevolence to
men. We are called a chriftian nation, let us be
chriftians. . We cannot be too much upon our guard
againft the influence of irreligious and demoralizing
principles.  They will deftroy our focial and political
happinefs in this world, and caft an awful gloom over
the profpet of an’hereafter. They will fap the foun-
dations of mutual confidence, loofen the bonds of fo-
ciety, and fit people to be ruled only with a rod of
iron.  In vain thall we look for either political integ-
rity in rulers,or a due fenfe 6f the importance of good
order and regular fubordination among a peoplé with-
out religion and morals. And as government is ef-
fential to liberty, fo to preferve ir, let us duly appre-~
ciaie our conftituted authorities, and reft fatisfied in
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that temperate rational freedom which is fecured by-
our laws, and is agreeable to our civil conftitutions’
and the genius of our government, avoiding the pur-
fuit of fuch unbounded impraticable liberty, or
rather licentioufnefs, as is attainable only by the de~
ftruction of good order and regular fubordination. By
grafping at a fhadow a people may lofe the fubltance.
Whenever a principle of infubordination becomes gen-
eral, ’tis an almoft infallible inlet to tyranny and op-
- preffion,

WaILE we manifeft our attachment to good or-
der and to the principles of government in general,
’tis of equal importance to cleave to our national con-
ftitution in particular. This is the great bulwark of
our political fecurity. Its operation has, under the
fmiles of Providence, been the cavfe of ocur unex-
ampled profperity. This pillar may probably be af-
failed. ’Tis likely the attack will be commenced by
the infidious propofal of popular amendments.  ‘Thele
may be multiplied without end. While a multitude
of projeftors propofe to amend, each according to
their refpe@ive humor, the energy of the fyftem may
be deftroyed. Of the beneficent effeéts of this confli-
tution in its prefent form, we have had {ufficient ex-
perience, let us beware of dangerous experiments.
Great defe€ts in the adminiftration may be remedied
by time, and recourfe to the returning right of elec-
tions, fo long as the conftitution itfelf is unimpaired.
But let that pillar be once undermined, and probably
the entire fabric of our independence will be fhaken, if
pot deftroyed. ‘

In our prefent fituation we will allo ever find it
to be of importance to our peace and indepencence to
be Americans, i. e. to attend to our own national at-
fairs, uninfluenced either by a prediletion for, or a
diflike to any other nation. Whenever our public na-
tional councils are influenced by fuch partialities, we
may expect to be either controled or duped by the fa-
yored nation.  Should either a Britifh or French fr-
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tion obtain a preponderating influence in the meafures
of our government, we are no longer independent,
only in name.

As a free and independent government cabnot be
Tong [upported without the general diffufion of knowl-
edge, let it be our ftudy to be well informed, both by
cultivating the means of education in general,. and by
attending to correét political information in particular.
Tho’ it cannot be expected that the great body of our
citizens can, individually, be thoroughly verfed in na-
tional policy, they may neverthelefs underfland its
general principles. Tho’ in the exiting ftate of things,
they may be fometimes unable, immediately, to dif-
tinguifh corre information from that which is calcu-
lated to miflead, yet if a loud cry of oppreffion is raif-
ed and often repeated, while no oppreffion is felt, it
will afford to the people, efpecially the more difcern-
ing, a ground to fufpeét that an intereft djfferent from:
theirs is fought., By repeatedly weighing information,
and candidly comparing profeflions with fals, we
may cbtain the truth.

Let us place confidence where confidence is due,
and withhold it from the undeferving. And while we
aim at the good of our country as the ultimate objedt,
let us difmis, as much as poffible, all party feelings
and prejudices, aiming at union ; and where a real
difference in political opinion exifts, let us not cenfure
with too great afperity, at leaft let us abftain from per-
fonal refleGions.  If our party attachments could but
univerfally give place to a fincere undiffembled regard
for the good of our country, much political heat and
intolerance might be avoided, and fo much union as
is neceflary to the common good be obtained. As
freemen we ought alfo to be elpecially attentive to that -
branch of government in a due attendance upon which,
every man is in a meafure independent of every man.
I mean the right of ele@ions. In the exercife of this
privilege, every man ought to fupport his indepen-
~dence. Let it be our ftudy to felect for places of pub-
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lic truft,. men of talents, integrity; public and private
virtue, and refigion. S e
By reducing thefe, ‘and imilar plain maxims to
pradtice, our liberties and our free republican conftitu-
tions‘'may be, under the {miles of indulgent heaven,
tranfmitted unimpaired to pofterity. ~ But, on the oth-
er hand, if vice -and irreligion, with their concomitants,
luxuty, extravagance, and diffipation, fhould continue
to gain ground, fo as at laft to become general, and

if, 1n conne&ion with our vices, we are either led aftray

by defigning demagogues, or fwayed by foreign influ-
ence and intrigue, or [fuffer a faltious difpofition or
party fpitit to abforb all remaining regard for the pub-
lic good, or if we negleé our eleétions, or in any
other way become ripe for an event fo difaftrous, the
cloud which has, for fome time, been gathering and
hovering over our heads, may burft with fuch an elec-
tric thock, as thall fubje us either to fome foreign 1n-
vader, or domeftic ufhrper, who will demolifh the fair
fabric of American independence, procured at fo
grear expente of blood and treafure, and forge chaing
for our"country from which generations yet unborn
fhall not be able to obtain emancipation. To }}CJP
on fuch an event when we fhall become ripe for it, a
Cefar, a Cromuwell, or a Bonaparte, will not be wanting.
Nay it is not impoffible but the mafter of the future
deftinies of America, may at this moment be lurking

‘undifcovered in fome corner of the United States, €X-
citing no more fufpicion of any defign againft the lib-

erties of his country, than were at the beginning of

their revolurion enterrained by the French nation that

ayoung Corfican adventurer, a foldier of fortune,

~ fhould 1nthe courfe of a few years, have fufficient ad-

.

drefs to eftablith and place himfelf at the head of 2
fytern of defpotifm, as inimical to perfonal liberty and
republicanifm as the ancient Monarchy which had
coft them fo many fceges of horror, and fuch an ocean
of blood to abolifh, and that the pation fhould have
recoutfe to this as the feemingly only refuge from the
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effe&ts of that popular phrenzy, which, under the name
of liberty and equality, had brought it to the verge of
deftruction.

TroueH it be fomewhat remote from my ufual
occupation in life, yet, as the prefent occafion {feemed
to call for it, T have ufed my feeble endeavors to a&
the part of a political watchman. I have fpoken my
fentiments with plainnefs, and fincerity. The picture
I have drawn is, it is true, not in every feature flatter-
ing, but fuch as it appeared to me I have endeavored
to reprefent it.  Tho’ our fituation be, in feveral re-
fpets, critical and dangerous, we have as yet no rea-
fon to defpair. Only let us a& the parts which are in
our refpettive fituations, incumbent on us as men and
free citizens, and any clouds which at this time darken
the political horizon may be difpelled.  Our nation-
al independence has been eminently the work of Gop,
let us not forget our dependence upon him ; he has
frequently been our falvation heretofore, and, if we

truft in him, we will yet find that he will not defert
she work of his hands.





