


A Catechism for 
Covenanter Children 

This book is not a substitute, but a propar- 
ation for thc study of tho Westministcr Shorter 
Catechism. 
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T O  THE C H I L D R E N  O F  THE 

COVENANTER C H U R C H  

and al l  who may come under her inf luence 

this l i t t le  book is af fect ionately ded icated with 

the earnest prayer t ha t  you wi l l  think not un- 

kindly o f  thoso who have set you this task. 

"Training always seems fo r  the t ime t o  b" a 

th ing of pain, not  of  joy; b u t  those who arc 

trained reap the f ru i t  o f  it afterwards i n  the 

peace o f  a n  upr ight  life." 

W e  a re  your friends, 

James Melv i l le  Co leman 

David Raymond Taggar t  

Owen  Foster Thompson 

A Catechism For Covenanter 

Children 

- 
1. THE BIBLE 

I. TT'hal is the Bible? 

Ans. I t  is the book God gave us. 
2. How did God give us the Bible? 

Ans. By Inspiration: tha t  is, He led me11 
to  write what God wanted u s  to h o w .  

3. Why was the Bible given to us? 

Ans. To tell us what we need to know 
about God and ourselves. 

4. Whnt four most important things 
does the Bible teach aboul ourselves? 

Ans. (1) We are all sinners; (2) how 
sinners a re  saved; (3)  how to live rlght: 
and (4) how to worship God. 

5. Where can we learn abonl God ex- 
cept through Lhe Bible? 

Ans. Nature tells 'us of the power and 
wisdom of its Creator. 

6. Now shouId I read my BibIe? 
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Ans. I shoulci read it dally wit11 at ten-  
tion, reverence and prayer. 

11. GOD 

7. Who is God? 

Ans. He is the one and only divine be- 
ing. 

8. What and where is God? 

Ans. God is a spirit, and  is everywhere, 
all the  time. 

9. How many persons are  there in God? 

Ans. There are three persons in  the 
Godhead the Father, Jesus Christ His 
son and the Holy Spirit. 

111. GOD THE FATHER 

10. What has God the Falher done for 
us? " 

Ans. Hc gave His only begotten So11 to 
dic on the cross for our sins and to rule 
the world. 

IV. GOD THE SON (JESUS CHRIST, 
11. Who is Jesus Christ? i 
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who has been with the Father froin the 
beginning. I 

12. Iiow is Jesus Christ relaled lo man? I 
Ans. Jesus Christ became the Son of 

man by being born of His mother hInry, 
about two tllousand years ago. 

13. Why did Jesus Christ the Son oC 
God become the  Son of man? 

Ans. Tha t  He might be the lMediator be- 
tween God and man. Mediator nlealls 
middle-man or peace-maker. 

14. What does Jesus Christ do as  our 
Mediator? 

Ans. He makes pence between God and 
man;  H e  reveals God to man: and He 
prays to God for man. 

15. How did Jesus Christ make peace 
between God and man? 

Ans. By dying for our sins on tlle cross. 

16. Was Jesus Christ conquered by 
death? 

Ans. No, He rose on the third day. 

17. What  does Christ's resurreetiori 
show? 

Ans. T h a t  we shall all rise from the 
dead. 
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1% What is to follow the general re- 

Ans. Jesus Christ shall judge the living 
and the dead: the  lost shall go into Hell 
end the seved into Heaven. 

19. What is Jesus Christ's present work 
for us in  heaven? 

Ans. He is praying nlways to the Father  
for us. 

20. W l ~ a t  is Jesus Christ's present work 
on earth? 

Ans. He is ruling and  conquering the  
world. 

21. What  is His present work for us in 
the world? 

Ans. He is making all things work to- 
gether for our good. 

22. Wllat is Jesus asking us to  do for 
' 

Him? 
Ans. He asks us to deny ourselves, take 

up th: cross, and  follow him. 

V. GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT 
23. Who is the  Holy Spirit? 
-4ns. The Holy Spirit is the third person 

in the Godhead. whom the Father  and 
the Son  send into our hearts. 
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24. Where is the Holy Spirit first men- 
tioned in the Bible? 

Ans. He brooded over the fnce of  he 
waters, and is the giver of life in cleation 

25, What is the Holy Spirit doing in 
m t u r e  now? 

Ans. He 1s giving to nature its llfe and 
its laws. 

36. What does the Holy Spirit do for 
those who are not Christians? 

Ans. He is striving to resLrnin every onc 
from sin 

27. Who is it that converts us to Jesus 
Christ? 

Ans. The Holy Spirit converts us, by 
making us to know Jesus Christ. 

28. Ho\v does the Holy Spirit convert us 
to Jesus Christ? 

Ans. By making Jesus Christ live in us. 

29. W h a t  is the Holy Spirit's work in us 
after conversion? 

Ans. He strives to make us holy in 
thought, word, and action. 

30. When may we know that  the Holy 
Spirit is working in our hearts? 

Ans. When rve love to do the things tha t  
please God. 
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31. What warnings has God given US 
about the Holy Spirit? 

Ans. .'Grieve not  the Spirit": "Quench 
not the Spirit." 

32. Now may we grieve and quench the ?- 

Holy Spirit? 

Ans. By failing to do as  well a s  we know 
how to do. 

33. Why is disobeying the Holy Spirit a n  
unpardonabIe sin? 

Ans. Because God has  no other one lo 
send to us. 

MAN 

1 34. What is man? 
Ans. Man is the greatest of all God's 

creatures on the earth. 

I 35. What  mas m a n  like when h e  was 

I created? 
\ Ans, He was like God in character. f 

I 
36. Why is m a n  not  like God in char- 

acter now? 

i Ans. Beceuse he disobeyed God a n d  lost , 

I the presence and character of God. 

37. How can man regain what was lost 
through sin? 
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Ans. By knowing and believing in Jcsus 
Christ. 

- 
COVENANTS 

38. What is a Covenant? 

An&. A Covenant is an agreement be- 
tween two, or more, persons. 

39. \Thy are Covenants important? 

Ans. Because God has made Co~.c~lallrs 
with His people. 

40. Name the two nlosl inlportant Cov- 
enants. 

Ans. The  Covenallt of Works, ~ r l d  thc 
Covenant of Grace. 

41. With u~hom did God make the Coa- 
enant of Works? 

Ans. With our father Adam, represent- 
ing us all. 

42. What  did God pro~nisc in t h r  Cov- 
enant of Works? 

Ans. Tha t  if we obeyed God, mc sl~ould 
live forever. 

43. Did any man fulfil the conditions of 
this Covenant? 

Ans. No, Adam 1;roke i t  for us all, but 
Jcsus Christ fulfilled it for all who believe 
in aim. 
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44. What  came upon all  men on account 
of the broken covenant? 

Ans. The  curse of sin; chat is, separa- 
tion from God, suffering and  death. 

45. With whom did God make the  Cov- 
enant of Grace? 

Ans. With Jesus Chrlst, His own Son. 9 
46. What  was the  promise in  t h e  Cov- 

cnant  of Grace? 

Ans. T h a t  we should live forever, be- 
cause Jesus Christ died for sin in  our 
place. 

47. How ~ n s y  we share in thc  Covcnant 
of Grace? 

Ans. B y  believing in Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 

48. W l ~ a t  is prayer? 

Ans. Prayer is talking, and  listeni~lg, to 
God. 

49. Why do wc pray in the name of Je -  
sus Christ? f I 

Ans. Because n o  one can come Lo thc P 
Father ,  but through Him. 

50. IIow often should we pray? 

Ans. Every lnorning and  cvening, and 
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often through the day or night.. 

51. For whom should we pray? 

Ans. We should pray much for our- 
selves, and much more for others. 

52. How does God answer all believing 
prayer? 

Ans. In Fatherly kindness He answers, 
Yes, No, or Wait. 

53. Who helps us in prayer? 

Ans. The Holy Spirit teaches us how to 
pray, and for what to pray. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

54. What  is the first command? 

Ans. To worship the true God, and Him 
only. 

55. What is the second command? 

Ans. To worship God in His way. 

5G. What is thc third command? 

Ans. To have reverence for God and zll 
sacred things. 

57, What is ilm' fourth command? 

Ans. To keep the Sabbath holy. 

58. \Yhal is tlic fifth command? 
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terian (ruled by elders), and we ho!d the 
teachings of the Reformation. 

74. Why are we culled Covenanters? 
Ans. Because our church llas entered 

into speclal covenants with God. 

75. Why do upe sing PsaIms only in wor- 
sllip? 

Am. Because God gave the Psalms for 
worship and told His people to use them. 

76. Why do we not use musical instru- 
ments in worship? 

Ans. Because the New Testament 
church was instituted by the apostles 
without the use of instrunlents in their 
worship. 

77. Why does our church oppose secret 1, societies? 

Am. Because of their secrecy, theh  
wicked oaths, and  their false worship and  
teaching. 

' I  
! 1 78. Why is it wrong to vote in general 
1, elections? 
I 
I Aas. Because those chosen to office 

must swear to uphold the Constitution of 
1 the United States which ignores Jesus 

Christ, the King of kings. 
I 

I 79. Why is iL wrong to use strong drink, \ 
tobacco, or narcotics? 
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Ans. Because they are  poisons injurious I 

to body, mind, and soul, and create habits j 
that  enslave the users. f" \hoso deilleth 
the temple of God. him will God destroy.") 

80. Why is Jesus Christ inkrested in our 
amusements and recreations? 

Ans. Because He wants to share in Ollr 
pleasures as  well as  our work. 

81. Why are some pleasures opposed by 
the church? 

Ans. Some pleasures are  sinful in  them- 
selves, and tend to destroy spiritual Hie. 

82. How may I know what pleasures a re  
sinful? 

Ans. Those are sinful which tend to se- 
parate myself or others from Jesus Christ. 

83. Why has God a claim to your whole 
life? 

Ans. Because I was bought with the  
preclous blwd of Jesus Chrlst. 

84. How should I own God's claim to my 
Life? 

Ans. By giving Him a t  least one day  in 
seven, and  a t  least one-tenth of my In- 
come. 
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Part  111 

(The following questions, the pupil may 
answer in his own words.) 

85. How do I know that  Jesus loves me? 
Gal. 2:20 

.- 

86. How do I ktlow that  I love Jesus? 
John 14:15. 

87. How do I know that  I a m  a c h ~ l d  of 
God? Rom. 8:14-15. 

88. How will others know I am a child 
of God? I Johll 2:3-6. 

89. How will the church know tha t  I all1 
n chlld of God. I John  3:14. 

90. How tnay the folks a t  home know 
thnt I nm a child of God? Gal. 5:22-23. 

91. What must I do to make my offer- 
2 i ings to God acceptable? Matt. 5:23-24. 

92. Why should I join the church? Acts. 
i 2:47. 
I 

P a r t  I V  
C m C H  HISTORY 

93. What Commission did Christ give to 
f t h e  apostles? 

Ans. Go ye into all the world and 

i preach tbe gospel. 
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94. How much of the  world did the 
apostles reach? 

Ans. From Babylon in the east to the 
west coast of Europe. 

95. What followed the preaching of the 
gospel? 

Ans. Three hundred years of persecu- 
, tion, until Constantine, during which time 

hundreds of thousands of Christiars suf- 
fered as  martyrs. 

96. Wliy did persecution cease? 

Ans. The Emperor Constantine con- 
fessed Christ, and Christianity became 
popular. 

97. How did popularity afEect the  
church? 

Ans. The church gradually became cor- 
rupt, the Bishops of Rome became Popes, 
claiming to rule in Christ's stead, and the 
"Dark Ages" followed. 

98. What Reformers helped to bring 
light into the darkness? 

Ans. John Wycliffe in  England. John  
Huss in Bohemia; Martill Luther slid Mel- 
ancthon in Germany, Joi111 Calvin in 
France and Switzerlalld, George Wishart 
and John Knos in Scotland. 

99. By what ~ianic  \\$as t11e lteformalio~l 
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church knoan in. Scotland? 

Ans. It was called the Presbyterian, and 
later the Covenanter. 

100. Why was the church called Coven- 
anter? 

A n s .  Because they made a covenant 
with God to keep the kings from ruling 
the church. 

101. What was the work of Andrew Me)- 
vllle? 

Ans. Andrew Melville led the Coven- 
anters in resisting the bishops appofnted 
by the king to rule the church. 

102. What were the two most important 
covenants made under the influence of the  
Covenanters? 

Ans. The National Covenant of Scot- 
land, and the Solemn League and Cov- 
enant, of England, Ireland and Scotland. 

103. Why was the National Covenant 
made? 

Ans. The National Covenant was made 
to keep the king from fixing the form of 
worship in the church. 

104.  What man had most to do with 
making these Covenants? 

Ans. Alexander Henderson. 

105. Why are the Covenanters some- 
times called Cameronians? 

Ans. For Richard Cameron, n m x r t ~ ~ r  
who died for the cause. 

106. Who was the last public martyr of 
, the Covenanters in Scotland? 

Ans. James Renwick, who kept the Cov- 
enanters together through the "killing I til11es." 

107. Bow did the Covenanters become 
separated from the other Presbyterians of 
Scotland? 

Ans. To avoid persecutiol'l, the other 
Presbyterians accepted the compromises 
offered by the king. 

108. When did the final separation come 
between the Presbyterians and the Cov- 
enanters? 

Ans. When the church of Scotland \vns 
estab!ished 1690. by the Scottish Parlian~ent in 

109. Why did the Covenanters not join 
with the Presbyter,ians in this church? 

I Ans. Because the king of Scotland was 
i madc the head of the church, persecUtorS 

were admitted, and the covenants were 
ignored. 
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110. What kept the Cove~lanters to- 
gether after 1690? 

-411.5. The praying societies organized by 
James Renwick. 

111. H o w  long werc the Covenanters 
rrithout an ordained minister? 

Ans. From 1690 until 1706, when John 
McMillan joined the societies. 

112. U'hnt is the latcst Covenant to be 
sworn by the Covenanter Church? 

Ans. The Covenant of 1871, which is a 
revision of the prillciples of the Covenants 
oi Scotland a s  they apply to the American 
Church. 

The End 


