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He difappointeth the devices of the crafty, Jo that their
bands cannot perform. their enterprize. - He taketh
the wife in their own craftinefs : and the counfel of
the froward is carried beadlong. They meet with
darknefs in the day-time, and grope in the noon-day
as in the night. ~ But he faveth the poor from the
fword, from their mouth, and from the band of the
mighty.  So the poor bath hope,” and iniquity
Sroppeth ber mouth, '

%7 HEN we confider the works of God,
compofed of the material and intellectual
iyftems, with their varying orders, conftitutions
and operations of being ; they give us a moft
grand idea of the immenfity and infinite perfeéti-
on of the creator. Univerfal nature is conftituted
with fuch wildom, and adorned with fo many glo-

ries, that the Father of it muft be a Being, in him- °

felf glorious and wife infinitely above our com-
prehenfion.
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Looxinc back to the time of crestions when
divine council brought forth, and completed the
birth of nature, we are apt to conceive it a period
the moft filled with divine glory of any. which
hath happened ; containing more bright difcove.
ries of the God-head, than any which have fuc.
ceeded ; and that there 'was In that work fome
more immediate exertions of his power and wil-
dom, than have fince been gem‘:rally exercifed.
Doubtlefs that period and work did contain dif-
coveries of fuch immenfe perfetion, as will for-
ever delight and aftonifh all his rational and virtu-
ous creatures ; but then, I imagine, we ought ra-
ther to conceive the time of creation, as the begin-
ing of a new z-a, of ‘which every {ucceeding part
is as glorious, and as much filled with marks and
difplays of God’s infinite perfection, as the firft
was. - When {upreme power, wifdom and good-
nefs had given exiftence €0 created nature ; the
way was prepared for the fame perfettions to be
excrcifed in preferving, governing and determin-
ing its feveral parts and powers, £o the purpofes
for which they were defigned, both in his natural
and moral government.

“The univerfal and conftant provicence of Je-
hovah, is as bright a difplay of himielf as creation
was. Inattention and irreligion are the principal
reafons it is not thus conceived. The univerie,
che material and intelle®ual {yftems, with all cheir
parts and all their powers, arc under a conflant

direstion of the Deity. He not only upholds the
{econdary
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fecondary powers or fecond caufes which are ope-
rating ; but points them to the ends which he hath
ip defign, in fuch a mannper, that an attentive and
pious miad cannot overlock hisagency.

_ Covwp we ccmprehend the divine plan---could
we look through the {cheme of Heaven,we fhould
doubtlefs fee that all natural events, “all political
events, and all the wifdom of this world, are
permitted and defigned by the Moft High, for
the benefit of his moral government, to difplay his
own glory, and bring eventual perfection and
bleffednefs to the univerfe.  The dotrines of the
Holy Scripture cosfirm thele ideas---they teach
us that thofe natural events, which in our view
have the [malleft poffible influence, even the fall-
ing of a hair from our heads, do not happen
without a divine ordering 3 and if there be a par-
ticular dire€ion of heaven therein, infinite wifdom
means thereby to accomplifh fome important end.
{f there be a divine direétion in all thefe moft mi-
nute events, how glorious, and of what infinite
energy muft be the conftant exertions of God-
head | which operate upon the whole, keeping all
the parts in order, and directing them to the great.
eft final perfection. This view of divine provi-
dence gives us as venerable an idea of the GREAT
SUPREME, as we can have from cohfidering him
the felf-exiftent Gop, and creator of the univerie--
This view of the fubjs& teaches us, that a ftudy
of divine providence % one of the moft important
and imoroving Chriftian duties ; one of the bell
| means



means for acquiring juft apprehenfions of the di-
vine charaéter and will, and for exciting adoration,
Chriftian reliance and gratitude. Men’s lufts are
fo oppofed, not only to God and truth, but to the
happinefs and moft effential privileges of human
nature; that if there were not a conftant fuperior
influence, controuling the whole, all order, peace,
improvement and civil and focial rights would be
loft in .the confufion and violence of 1niquity,
Thefe providential influences are meant in the
fcriptures, when they fpeak of the Lord bringing
light-out of darknels, and order out of confufion
---the wrathful exertions of men, which he per-
- mits, are over-ruled to praife him and promote his
caule, the remainder of wrath he reftraineth.

Tue Most Hica hath exercifed a {pecial agen-
€y, through every age of the world, for the pre-
fervation of his church; which is the reafon that
the gates of hell, and the defigns of wicked men,
have never prevailed againft it. Many events
happen in {o fingular and extraordinary a manner,
thatis is impoffible a devout mind fhould not fee
in them the hand of a2 Gop. The ordering of
things is often fuch, though we cannot call it mi.
raculous, as to carry evidence of a divine interpo-
fition, nearly equal to any miracle which could be
wrought, A people or individuals experiencing
fuch interpofitions in their favor, ought publicly
and fervently to adore, the wildom and goodnefs
Oy which they are preferved,

Tux
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Tue duties to which we are particularly dire&-
ed this day, are the moft devour GraTiTUDE and
Tuankscivine to the Gop of Hraven, both for
public and private bleflings. No fub_;t'& of me-
ditation is more proper to quicken cur devotion,
than a recolle&tion of that kind and conftant pro-
vidence, by which our land and its interefts have
been preferved, in the midft of great dangers
and at fundry times, in fuch ways as have demon-
ftrated a divine interference, The works of the Lovd
are greaf, mgirz out of all them that bave pleafure
therein § and be #‘ﬁmade bis wonder ful wzrrf.r o be
remembered.

Our text points us to a particular cnnﬁde-
ration, of that providential agency, which bringeth
down the proud feelings and high looks of men,
and deftroyeth the defigns of the wicked, who are
powerful, crafty, and wife to do evil. Ha difap-
pointeth the devices of the crafty, fo 1kat their bands
canmot perform their enterprize. 'The higheft wrought
policy of men is ftopped in its courfe---the gra&ual
and irrefiftable execution of the divine counfel ar-
refts their meafures, by enfeebling their hand, and
enervating the inftruments on which they depfrd
He taketh the wife in their cwn rraﬁ‘m.gﬁ, and the
counfel of 1be froward is carried beadlong. T he policy
they ufe is often overruled to bafile ‘.Ithlf or to take
themfelves in the fnare, which was layed fnr others:
fo that theit higheft expectations fall he&dlﬁng into
ruin, They meet with dﬂi"kﬂqﬁ" in the day tipre- - where

‘they did not expect it. ~Thinking thflt’ defigns
wifely
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wifely concerted, and fo powerfully f{upported
that they cannot fail ; the Almighty interpofes at
an unexpected time, and by unexpe@ed means

. thews that the weake(t inftruments, under his di-

re€tion, are more powerful than the craftinefs,-.
wifdom and ftrength of man.. = .

-IN this way, He faveth the poor from the fword,
Jrom 1heir mouths, and from ihe band of the mighty--- So
that the poor bath bope, and iniquity fopperh ber mouth,
So that thofe who are engaged in a righteous caufe,
whatever difficulties afault them, ought notwith-
ftanding to truft. in the Lord, gvhio can deliver in
his own way, by his own inftruments, and in his
own time---So that thofe who contemn the fu perin-
tending influence of Jehovah, and defpife divine
and human obligations are compelled to ftop their
mouths ; being convinced by his glorious works,
that there is a God whao proteéts fuch as truft in
him, and holds in his. hand. the reins of univer(al
government, R e

You remember, my brethren, the extraordinary
inftance of Ahitophel’s counfel being turned- into
foolifhaefs.---King David in circumftances almof
defperate, ftriving againft the rebellion of an un-
grateful fon, and accompanied by a faithful, bue
{mall band, was flying from place to place, for his
own perfonal fafety..-- Ahitophel was a politic man,.
full of ftratagem, and renowned.for the foundeft
wildom ; /2 that bis counfel, which be counfelled. in
thofe days, was as-if a man bad enguired af tbe oracle
of God. Had the traiterous Hﬂg_'fdlbrﬁ,l“ﬁ'hu was
atthis time in great force, adopted his advice, and

followed
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foliowed hard upon his royal father, while his num-
bers were fmall and fatigued, they muft in all pro-
bability have fallen an cafy prey. By a particular
- Auence of heaver, Abfolom was inclined to adopt
other counfel, which was given on purpofe for his
deftruftion. A fhort delay afforded time for the
country to rife, and fave their injured and be-
loved fovereign, from an unnatural deftruétion.
Thus Abfolom’s affairs fuddenly funk from the
faireft profpeéts, into irretrievable ruin----this was
the work and influence of Gop !

PrrMiT me to remind you of another inftance,
which is likewife recorded in the {cripture---thedeli-
verance of Ifrael by the clevation of Mordecai, and
the fail of Haman., Mordecai was a Jew, and the
only one who was capable of being the patron of
his people, who were then 1n captivity, fubjected
to the fevereft bondage.-- Flaman was a proud, ty-
rannical, favorite at the Babylonian court, mali-
cicufly defigning to deftroy the Jews, and. plan-
ning the moft cruel means. for their toral extirpa-
tion---te had even built the gallows, upon which
he defigned Mordecal their  chief man fhould be
hanged,: {o fauguine were his expectations ! 'What
he citeemed a private affront was the ground of his
enmity againft the whole pation . and: as a means
of revenge, and.to difpoffels them of the royal fa-
vor, he zccufed their religious Jaws and inftitutions,
which diftinguifhed them from all other people,
and which they obferved for the honor of Jehovah,
even in their captive ftate. - The Lord, whofe eye

B feeth
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feeth all things, beheld and determined to vindi-
cate himfelf, his inftitutions and his people, and
he difconcerted the infernal defign by a concur-
rence of events, appatently vointerefting in them-
felves, but in the connexion his infinite wifdom ar-
ranged them, {ufficient for the great defign. Itfo
happened on a certain night, that the king could
not fleep—for his entertainment and probably to
invite repofe, he ordered the book of records to be
read--. It was found recorded, that in former time
Mordecai had deteéted and difclofed a treafon a-
gainft the life of the king ; and upon enquiry that
he had never beeen rewarded. God inclined him
to reward this inftance of fidelity, though it had
been long forgoten. It was propofed to Haman,
What fbould be done 1o the man whom the king delighted
to bonor ¢ He propofed the moft extravagant ho-
nors, proudly thinking to receive them himfelf,
and was ordered immediately to confer them on
Mordecai—this turned the balance, and fram that
hour, every event conc¢ured for Haman’s deftruc-
tion, until he died in the place prepared for Mor-
“decai, who fucceeded him in the royal favor, and
the Jews were delivered. That one fleeplefs hour
of the king, was a neceflary link in the chain of
means for Ifrael’s deliverance. “Who may not fee
the hand and counfel of the Lorp in all this !----
Human life is full of fuch interpofitions ; whereby
the counfel of the froward is carried headleng,
thofe who cannot defend themfelves preferved, and
iniquity obliged to ftop its mouth. 2

- ET
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LrT us next take notice of Gon’s dealings with
us his people. We ought pioufly and gratefully to-
recognize the divine influence, and ordering of
events, {ince the commencement of the war in which
we are now engaged, The God of heaven hath
marveloufly wrought for us! Sometimes by dark-
ening and infatuating the counfel of our enemies--«
Sometimes wonderfully interpofing to derange their
meafures and break their force..-Sometimes by in-
ipiring our people with an irrefiftable enthufiafm,
which dares to attempt and execute the greateft en-
terprifes---Sometimes by affording us lupplies in
an extraordinary way, which no ordinary means
could procure--.and often by difcovering the fnare
which was laid in darknefs, and obferved only by
his eye which feeth in the darknefs, as in the light.

It feems that divine couafel hath fome great
defings to accomplifh in this land. - The pious
ablerver of his providence may fee, that from the
time of its firft difcovery, he hath heen preparing
the ftage by the energy of unerring wifdom, for
fome very graad exhibitions, which will probably
difplay his glory to all the nations of the earth,
and improve focial happinefs and rights to a high-
er degree of perfection than hath yet taken place
in the world. The manner of its fettlement is
one of the molt extraordinary events recorded im
hiltory ; religion was the motive, and though
piety is now much deeayed, may we not hope®
that the interefts of Mefliah’s kingdom, which
influenced the firft adventurers, fhall be yet moft

glorioufly
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glorioufly advanced thereby. Our rapid popu-
lation is viewed with wonder, wherever it js
known ; thereis not an inftance equalling it in

the hiftory of thé world. The commencement of
the prefent war, was the opening of anew z=ra
every part of which is filled with wondérs, dif-
covering that there is a God, who ruleth and
doth his pleafure among the kingdoms ‘of the
world. When this controverfy began, not a
mind among us anticipated the length to which
it would run, nor the great political changesit hath
produced.---We viewed itas a family quarrei,

which muft and would be accomodated-..in this
we judged from our own feelings, “béing ignorant
of God’s defign. It now appears, that the Lord
defigned it for a compleat feparation of the Britifh
empire. And confidering it as fixed by God’s
appointment, that a feparation fhould take place ,
may we not fee his wifdom and goednefs to us in
determining the time. The event hath bees ge.
nerally efteemed premature, as haftened, unhap.
pily for us, by the neceffity of ftif-defence.-- Bat
1s not this a miftake ? We had received every
poflible benefit from the connetion, and were
beginning to be endangered---we had learned the
Britifh arts---had drank at her fountains of fcience
---made her moft valuable improvements our
own---were rich enough for a virtuous and fres

State ;---and were beginning to import her luzury,
effeminacy and irreligion. #ad the natioaal cor-

nection continued lodbger, a familiar intercourfe
would
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would have introduced into this new countrys - 1
that declenfion of morals, which hath ufually been.
produced in an old empire, by their luxury and... 7
pridesy and the arts:of a -“corrupt court, might. e
have feduced fo many of our own citizens, as to.

erder an emancipation moredifficulr, even though
we had increafed  both, in. tiches and pumbers, ]
Thus we fee the goodnefs: and: the ‘the care.of i
God, exercifed for the prefervation of our virtue,:
even in appointing the rime fot this feparation.
And let us not meafure the councils of Heaven,
upon the narrow fcaleof felf-regard 5 the Moft
High is:governinig the world for the advancement
of virtue, and may not, this event be propitious to
the interefts of marality in Great: Britain, by dry-
ing up fome of the fources of that luxury, which
throngh a great part of ' the nation, hath effaced
almoft every impreflion of revealed religion, and
of-a fuperintending providence. - The Moft High
had the means in readinefs, and in order for the _
accomplifimentof = his .own purpofe---He often
raifes up wicked men as infiruments to execuic ;
what he hath decreed ; and in the prefent cafe ﬁj
permitted thofe, whom we called our fathers and . d
brethren, and whom we reverenced and loved as -
fuch, to entertain evil defigns againft us---defigns
fraught with impolicy, injuftice and oppreflion.
Trere were at that time, wife men in the Bri-"
tifly Senate who forefaw the confequences; and
nrophefied the tragic effecls, as they have fince hap- :

pened, urging their opinions by the united weigh;_-
| ﬂ |
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of good policy, juftice and mercy---but in vain !
As in the cafe of Pharoah, b in this ; the Lord
permitted thofe who held the reins of government,
to harden cheir hearts, and fhut their eyes againft

‘wifdom ; probably it was, that-he mighe bring us

out from under their dominion with 2 high hand,
and fo as to difplay his glory bzfore the nations of -
the earth. Had not an infatuation been permited
it 15 impoflible they fhould have remained o
long ignorant, of the ftate, feelings, and united
fentiments of the people in this country, as is evi-
dent from their meafures, they did-.-had i not
been * determinied by 'the Moft High, that they
fhould believe a lying fpirit, it would have been
impoffible to give fuch credic as they did; to a few
evil perfons, who efcaped from among us, and
whofe own private iatereft led them to deceive.
This infatuation and delufion for feveral years re-
tarded the vigorous efforts of our enemies ; and
was permitted left the ftorm fhould gather more
faft, or in greater force, than we were prepared to
receive it---this permiflion of divine providence
was kind to us, but fatal to them---thus the Lord
defiroyeth the wifdom of the wife ! By viewing the
fubfequent fchemes of Britith policy, we may fee,
bow be carried the counfels of the froward beadlong ; for
it 1S certain, that moft of their counfels have turn-
ed upon their own heads, and haftened the events,
which they withed to retard. Their menaces, in-
ftead of intimidating, made us united and deter-
mined-~.their rafhly blocking up and annihi-latiig_

the
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the privileges of our ports, {ufpending the rights
of legiflation, and annulling by their own fove-
reign ats all the barfers of freedom ; fet before
as at once in glaring view, the horrors of tyran-
ny, and taught us that liberty was worth contend-
ing for, through the greateit feverities----Their
haughty rejetion of our fuppliant, patient and
long.continued applications for redrefs, erafed from
our hearts thofe Slial feelings towards them, which
it would have been their higheft wifdom to culti-
vate ; and opened our eyes to fee, that there s none
good but one, that is God, and that we had, in time
paft, implicitly trufted in them for juftice and
prote&tion, as we ought to have trufted in him
alonie--- Their pronouncing us out of the protecti-
on of their laws, taught us the neceffity of {eeking
it, in an Independent Conflitution of our own---Their
employing a foreign mercenary force, gave us
good grounds for applying, and other European
nations for interfering in the controverfy, and
affiting us---Since they deigned to make over-
tures for conciliation, every propofal hath been
fo marked with infidioufnefs and pride, as to unite
us more firmly inftead of dividing, which they
wifhed ; and teach us that there is no hand, betide
that of the Almighty, in which we can truft our-
felves with fafety. | YT

{ mention thefe inftances, to exemplify the
providence of Gop in carrying the couniel of the
froward headlong, and permitting them to adopt
meafures, which haltened what they meant (o

prevent,
NexT
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Nexr let us view the events which have hap-
pened in‘our own countiy, ~and fee in them both
the wonderful influences afid interpofition of the
yosT MercCIFUL, -~ To.what caufe, but the imme-
diate influence’of Jehovah, can: we impute the
aftenithing union, both of featiment and feeling,
which pervaded through the whole American em-
pire, though of prodigious extents and divided in-
to many provinces ; each. of -which had its fepe- =
rate legiflature, its own ideas:of law .and govern-
ment, and its own peculiar manners, cuftoms and
jealoufies, A {ympathy unfelt before, inftantane-
oufly and reciprocally circulated; by which thein-
juries of every part were felt and refented through
the whole---when fome of the fieft minifterial mea-
fures were fpecioufly covered ‘and defigned to be
enforced by our own luxury s the whole body of
the people feemed to have an intuitive view of the
confeqwences which would follow, if they received
the alluting bair, and determined to deny them-
felves any gratification, rather than admit a prece-
dent which might be drawn inte dangerous prac-
tice hereafter. When fuch wifdom, forefight and
union, are found in the whole body of a - people,
circumftanced as we then were; they muft be-im-
II}—jt[]‘téd to the extraordinary influences of the Mot

1gh, . .
Tae fameenergy of heaven, which had before
given unionand the moft {ympathetic feelings
throvgh the'whole 5 when the time for enterprize

and altion was come, waked up a moft aftonifhing
enthufiaim



( - g )

enthufiafm in the minds of every order, clafs and
condition of people ; by which many things were
attempted, and many performed, which in fome
mealure fupplied our deficiencies and want of an~
tecedent military preparatiors. It was the Lord
who raifed vp and infpired the country with confi-
dence in a commander, who was formed by his
own infinite wifdom, on purpnie for the great de-
fign of vmd:canng Ameiican  freedom.---Our
eaitern coaft was moft impregnable, both by its
natural firuation, and pofition of ground, and the
unanimity of its inbabitants, and could by no
means be efteemed a key o the country ; on all
which accounts it was the moft improper place,
the enemy could have chofen to open the bloody
fcene : And had they inftead of that occupied
the polition they now hold, where a paval force
may co-operate with and defend one on the land,
a lingle campaign in the unprepared fituation we
then were, might have decided the whole conteft.
---The Lorp direCted where they fhould attempt,
that they might be baffled ! Snme of the firlt mi<
litary rencounters, though bloody, - were ordered
by nfinite wil<om tocheck the rage of the ene«
my, and (hew.thern that they had undertaken a
feriovs tafk ; and at the fame time teach us our
oOwn *Cﬂﬂifqlltnﬂﬂ in the field, and that we were,
able, upder Gop, to defend ﬂurﬁtlvﬂs - 3 B

Soon after the commencement of - hoftilities,
when we were upen the brink of deftruétion,
through want of military fores. and. the habili
ments of war : Providence threw into our handss

& C by,
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by the <apture of a fore-thip, the very
heceflaries which wé moft wanted--- An interpofi-
tion of Hetven, which ought never to be forgot-
ten ! Several times fince we have had fupplies,
both of cloathing and provifion, fent in the fame
manner, at the time when, and to the places where
they were needed.-- The prodigious numbér of
caprures made from the enemy upon the feas, hath
generally afforded us a comfortable fupply of
foreign articles 3 which appears furprizing when we
confider the greatnefs of their naval force, and the
fmallnefs and inexperienée of ourown ; and fhews
vs that the Lord directeth in all thefe things. In
tlte fecond year of the war, a formidable naval
and land force was fent againft .one of the moft
fouthiern States in the confederacy : As things
were then circumfitanced with that country, any
confiderable fuccefs of the enemy, muft have de-
tached feveral States from the union, and been
much more fatal toour caufe, than their late {uc-
ecfs in the fame parts can be.---He who direéteth
the events of war, determined that the defign
fHould be defeated for that time, in a2 moft fur-
pfizitg manner, by a body of men haftily drawn
t # and whom they viewed with contempt.--

THERE have been feveral gloomy periods, 1n
which thé arm of the Lorp and the counfel of the
AvmicuTy, hdve wrought falvation for us, ina
wonderful manner.

Wz remember the time, after the conqueft of
a confiderable partof the States of New-York and
New- Jerfey., when ~-- ' “eat force,

ﬂpn-n-«:
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fluthed with viéory, 20d aiming towards the ¢a-
pital of our councils---Our army, except a brave
handful, was difbanded, and every thing in a ftate
of diftradtion.---In this hour of great decifion,
when, as the country was circumftanced, a few
weeks of vigorous aéion muft have determined
the fate of America ; our enemy were not pet-
mited to difcern the impostance of the moment !
Thinking the work done, and fitting down to
eat and drink the fpoils of cruelty, they were
taken in their own craftinefs.

Prrase to turn your attention to the fucceed-
ing campaign. The Britifh force in America was
then very great; compofed of two grand arma.
ments, the northern and fouthern. One of the
moft fortunate events we could then wifh, was
fuch a deftination of thofe two formidable powers,
that they might not a& in concert, and bring their
united efforts to a point, and thus form a epera-
tion between the northern and fouthern States.
By fome influence their councils were darkened! .
Providence led their fouthern armament from the
molt important place of attian, by a lengthy rout
through the waters of Virginia, where more than
a year was {pent without any thing decided, and
that great force was finally obliged to quit its con-
quefts, and return with ignominy, e

In the north, appearances were more gloomy,
for a feafon a cloud rofe {0 black thar all coutenan-
ces gathered palenefs---every thing that had hap-
pened in that quarter, for a long time before, was
calculated to infpire the enemy with pr;cipitatigg ;

| a
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and arath confidence---they pofiefled themfelves
of thofe fortreffes on which we depended, in fuch a
manner as wrought their pride and prefomption
to the higheft pitch—the Lord was preparing
them for a fall | He allured them into a fnare from
which they could never efcape ! By means the
moft different from human concerting, he deliver-
ed their whole armament into our hands, and
brought wonderful falvation to our country. This
was the Lord’s work and marvelous in our eyes |
and prepared the way for our being known and
acknowledged among the nations as brethren.
THERE has been at many times, and in divers
ways, a {urprizing interpofition of providence, in
the difcovery of treafons and confpiracies againft
the ftate, and its moft important fervants, [ fhal!
mention only one, which is a recent inftance of de-
liverance, and ought to be remembered this
day, with the moft devour gratitude. The difco-
very of a traiterous plot which had been foralong
time concerting and maturing in the cabinet of
darknels, under the nurture of inftruments vile
enough for the perpetration of any crime, how-
€ver repugnant to the laws of God and nature. --
this confpiracy was fo ripe for execution, that a
day or two more intervening before the difcovery,
might have fealed the doom of America, by the
maflacre of our brave and vircuous comeiander,
and many others who have diitinguifhed them-
felves in defence of the country ; and the key to
Qur territories, our magazines, our arfenals, our
foldiery in the hands of an jnfulting foe,
Was
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Was it not the God of heaven who preferved us
. in this danger ? furely ‘it was. The treafon was
arranged---it was - ripe for execution---the princi-
pal inftrument of treachery, was one prepared for
any wickednefs, and placed by the unfufpe&ing
confidence of his country, in a fituation, and with
full power to accomplith  his ' defign.:-the whole
was hid from man---how awful is that hour in re-
trofpective view ! The Lord faw, and he wondered
that theie was no deliverer, therefore his own arm
brought falvation, and his wifdom faved us ! He
direted the fteps of a* criumvirate of virtuous
young citizens, to an unfrequented flation--. His
providence placed them as a centry, to take the
man, who had been a principal emiffary in con=
certing the plot; and thus the difcovery was
‘made, which faved our country from a deftru@ion
in profpect of which the enemy already exulted.
et us praife him who directeth the times and the
feafons.- he liveth forever, his domiaion is from
everlafting to everlalting --all the inhabitants of
the earth are reputed as nothing before him---He
doeth'according to his will inthe army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth, and none
eap fay to him what doeft thou. The inftances I
have mentioned, are only a few from among ma-
ny, 1 which the kind direction, influence and in-
terpofition of providence might be obferved..-the
fubject is far too copious for the limits of a fingle
di{courfe, and to treat it juftly, requires much
greater difcernment than'| feel myfelf to poffefs---

The works of God’s providence, are immeufe as
his

S i T a---\____._..-x. =
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his nature 5 and happy are thofe, who by a know-
ledge of his eperations, ara led to adore and love

his being, and rejoice in his government---we’

ought, my brethren, to review the great events
which have taken place within a few years patft,
not fo much to graufy curiofity, as that we may

fee in them the greatneis,holinefs and loving kind-

nefs of Jehovah,

QueHT we not likewife this day to recognize
divine goodne(s, in providing us with plenty of
food---eur ftores are filled with good things; and
though fome part of the feafon was fuch as excited
our apprehenfions, the event hath taught us they
were groundlefs, and that the Lord can dire& the
feafons better than man.--It is very comman, that
we finfully fufpeét and are jealous of Provideaces

while God is ordering nature, in the beft manner,

to give us a rich fupply.

LeT us remember with gratitude, the extraordi-
-nary health, which hath attended us through the
vear paft, I prefume the oldeft perfon in this
place, cannot recolleft an inftance of fo little fick-
nefs and fo few deaths, Some of our friends have
been taken from us, but the proportion, compared

with our numbers, is {mall; and {0 far as I have .

heard, the like extraordinary health hach prevailed
both in our armies and among the people in ge-
neral. While we rejoice in the prefervation of life

and health another year, let us not wax wanton and -

forget our mortality, Sicknefs and death muft
come---the folemn decree, duff thoy art, and unto

duf tbou fhalt return, muft be accomplithed---the

Lord
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Lord grant that we may all live in readinefs for
the change.

Tue bleflings which have been mentioned,great
as they can be reprefented, are but temporal and
worldly favors---they are cnly the {malleft of
God’s benefits, and only valuable as they affift us
to glorify him, ferve our fellow men, and prepare
for eternity. With what fervent gratitude, we
ought to adore the wifdom and merey which hath
brought life and immortality to light ! Which pi-
ties us under a moft awful condemnation and
death, and offers pardon cthrough the atoneément
which Jefus made by the theding of his own
blood---which invites us to become parties to the
covenant of grace, and receive the remiffion of fin
and the {anctification of our natures, and the in-

dwelling influences of the HoLy Grost---which

i
& |

hath given us many great and precious promifgs, .
offering to make us partakers of a divine natorey

and heirs of gloty together with CurisT---which 3

fets before us the bleffednels of heaven, the Lord e &

himfelf to be our portion. Blefied be the Lord
God of Ifrael who hath vifited and redeemed us---
who hath raifed up an horn of falvation for us in
the houfe of his fervant David. Let us therefore
ferve before him in holinefs- and  rightecufnefs all
the days of our lives.

I conc1,upE with fome very brief remarks by way of
inferrence.

1{t. Wk are taught to adoreGonp’s providence, and con=

fider his government of the world asa moft iliufiriuug dii-
El& of his glorious nature. The events which take place
efore our eyes,are parfs of 2 plan moft highly wrought, by

whnite -
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Fnite’witdom, goodnefs and juilice. . By realen of the

pthof his defigns and works, and thesfcantincis of hu-

4 underftanding, we know but a {mall portion of his
§. . Buf that his.agendy nnght not be forgotten, fome

inftances are fo ordered as to fladh convition upon the

mind, that nature inits minugefl operations, is uuder the
direétion of a.God, who by #mall cauiésis producing great
events, 'and accomplithing moft impditint-purpoles in jits

moral- kingdom. o Tl e ) WIS e

2d. WE are taught to whom the #1¥yf of cvery falvation 15
st to be attributed.  We have ?n{iﬂﬁmd fome inflances ot

W dcliverance, which are manifeftly the effedts of a divine

~ & interpofition and the {pecial ordéringof heaven. Thele

_-. i_ influnces were defigned by “God toisbear teftimeny for
. himtelf, that heis the author of eviery falvation 3 and tho®

wedo ot {eo his hand fo cleatlyin Al they are neverthelels

his work. Qn the other hand, we fhould rememberthatea

Hmity com thnot out of the daft, but'was-appointed’ and

i3 accomplifiigd by all fearching wifdon, to:aniwer the pur-

pofes of kisowi council, ' .
- 2dly. We are taught not t6 trufk i ourlelves-—not to de=

on out own wiidom and ftrenzth, 'To exercife our

X owm powerand wildom for prefervation; and for obtaining -

= allneeded bleflings, is anindifpenfable duty, and the flug=

S gard hath noreafon to expedt qu will fave him ; butwhen .
= this is done we fhould look to the Almighty to givee 1CACY

b our endeavers, to-preferve; blefs and profper. - -
Ir we truil in the arm of man, or the witdem of a crea-
ture, the Lord will confound them; for it is his ufuals
courfe to bring low the proud and exalt the humble, that,
all the earth mav know the Lord reigneth. o A

Ir, tay brethren, we deffgito invite the divine protec~
tion, let us rejoice that the:Lord reigneth, and commend
ourfelves and the public to his holy proteétion and keeping -
—e=let us be jult, and merciful, and honeltyand humble ador-

. ers of God’s providence—-let us do gur duty to our country
ourfelves and pofterity, and then look to him who hath fo
often wrﬂu%ht gloriotily in our faves, for the continuance
of his goodpgfs—that he would make our Jand giorious and
a praife throtigh the whole earth,and that he would finally _ -
teceive us to his bicfed kingdomyt - AMEN. - =~ _
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