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A Thanksghing Sermon,

REVELATIONS XVlll. 4.

JxD I beard another voicefrom heaven^ fafwg^ Come

out of her ^ my feople, that yc be not partakers of

herJim ^ and that ye receive not of her plagues.

ALTHOUGH the holy fcriptures were not pri-

marily written for a book of pohtical inftruc-

tion to mankind, they contain much which ou[^ht

to be feriouily ftiidied by the rulers of a free and

chriflian people. The church and civil ftate arc fo

connedicd, in events which take place, that the in-

formation God hath been pleafed to give the for-

mer, may often be improved by the latter to great

advantage. The whole divine government of men

is with reference to his church—to the interefls of

his kingdom, and the accomplifhment of the pur-

pofes of his grace. The cabinet of earthly princes

is fubfervient to the king of Zion ; and the armies

and the heroes of hoftiJe nations, although they
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mean not to be thus confidered and know not by

whom they are girded, he calls his armies and his

fervants to execute the purpofes of his counfel, and

avenge him on his enemies who know^ not his name,

or have departed from the faith which he gave

them to keep.

There have been fundry periods, fome of which

were pointed out in the fure w^ord of prophecy,

when the vvorld has been convulfed with mighty

revolutions, to anfwer fome great defigns in God's

moral and evangelical government.—It was thus

when his people Ifrael were removed from Egypt

to Canaan.—It was thus antecedent to Christ's

birth and the propagation of chriftianity.—It w^as

thus in the diiTolution of the heathen Roman em-

pire, by which fo much chriftian blood had been

wantonly filed.—It was early foretold, that it fliould

be thus at the diflblution of anti-chrillian Rome, with

the civil and religious tyrannies depending on it.

We have every reafon to fuppofe the lafl of thefe

periods to be far advanced, and that we now fee

and hear the commencement of thofe terrible judg-

ments on mankind, by which this work of God

v^ill be concluded.

If there be anv ferious believers in God, his

government and tlie chriftian religion, fituated

where the weight of thcfc judgments muft fall.
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they can do no more than endeavor to preferve the

purity of their own perfonal faith and practice, and

pray God that he would preferve them from the

miferies of a tumukuous ftate and from his heavy

judgments. Ilis wifdom and grace are able to bring

fuch individuals, however htuated, into his fecret

chambers, and keep them fafely until the day of

wrath be overpaft.

If there be any people fo fituated that they may

poflibly efcape the weight of calamity (as it is ho-

ped the people of this nation are), it becomes them

to (land at a diftancc from the fcenc of plagues,

and not come into a (late of intimacy, left they be

neceflitated to drink the dregs of a very bitter cup.

—To fuch a people the exhortation of the text,

which is inferted in the prophetic account of the

deflruclion of Babylon, contains moft important

inftruclion political and religious. Aiid I heard

another voicefrom heaven^ fiy^^^t Come out of her^ my

people^ that ye be not partakers of herfins^ and receive

not of her plagues.

In the proclamation which calls us to the duties

of this day, there is the following very worthy paf-

fage, " At thefame time^ to review ivith humble ad-

" miration the courfe of events^ as they are nowpajf.ng

" on the great theatre of the icorld ; and to contem-

" plate the occurrences and revolutions in the divine and.
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• moral governmnit^ which are rapidly taking place at

' the prefent period^ infuch manner as tofdl our winds

' zvith a hcartftlt and thankful conviBion of thcfupcr-

' infeliding providence of the Most High^ and of his

' g£7ieral and influential government in all events ;

' whereby we may be led to a grateful acknowledgment

' of his di/linguijhing goodnefs to our highly favored

' land and country^ in the hlcjfings which wepeculiarly

' enjoyS*

This is truly a period of wonderful events in

the moral government of God ; and they take

place in fuch a manner and at fuch a period, as can-

not fail, if we be indeed chridian believers, to fill

our minds with heartfelt and thankful conviction

of a fupcrintending providence. God is now ma-

king himfelf known by the judgments which he ex-

ecuteth in the earth. He is now by the works ol

his providence, giving the ultimate, and that which

will be the all-convincing evidence of the truth of

the fcrlptures. There is but a little period to come

compared with the paft, in which infidelity will

dare fpeak its fentlments. All confiderate and

good people fee this already, and though there be

fome infidels againfl growing Hglit, infinite wifdom

permits them to rife up for two purpofes ; firfi:, to

fulfil more bloody judgments on apoftatc Chriften-

dom than men of good hearts would wifli to be the

infirumcnts of executing, ahhough they know
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them to be juft ; and fccondly, that by their avow-

ed principles, practice, and the end to which provir

dence will bring them, they may be a warning to

future ages againft inlidclity. God teaches men

by experience. Within the conclufion of a centu^

ry, from this time, it will not be difputed what

was meant by prophetic Babylon, Her great wick-

ednefs will be illuftrated to univerfal knowledge by

her great plagues. It will alfo appear, that infidelf

ity was the indrument prepared by God for her

punifhment ; that this infidelity naturally fprungout

of her own corruption, or rather was the lafl flagp

of anti-chriftian apoftacy ; and that having confu-

med itfelf and the parent which gave it birth, the

judgments of God are fmifhed. Anew sera will take

place.—Through the inftruclion of pail experience,

ijnd the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, righteouf-

nefs and peace will fill the earth. All the prophe-

cies defcribe this fuccefTion of events. The pad

and prefent fulfilment of them, mufl remove frou)

wife minds, all doubt concerning the future.

The ancient prophets, have interfperfed in their

writings, many predictions which are now fulfilling.

The prefent period was foretold by all the prophetic

feers, by David, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezeklel and th^

lelTer prophets. It would not be difhcult to felecl:

from thefe, a multitude of predictions relating to

B
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the prefent day, and It Is only a want of time, on

the prefent occafion, which prevents my doing it.

Daniel among ihe ancients, may be called the

father ot prophecy, both from the vad extetit of

his prediclions, which reach down to the end of

time ; and from the exaclnefs v. iih wliich he mark-

ed all thefe great events in empire, by which the

ftate of the church has been materially affected.

His vifions are an epitome of the hiRory of the

world.—They are repeated info many forms, and

accompanied with fuch explanations, that a candid

mind cannot deny them to be the wonderful truth

of him who governs the univerfe, and holds the na-

tions and all their counfels in his hand.

In the language of prophecy, tyrannical* gov-

ernments, both civil and ecclefiaftlcal, are repre-

fented by fierce and deflroylng beads, which defo-

latc men and the places where they come. Civil

hiflory informs us of four fucceflive dominions,

which have arifen in the world from the time of

Daniel—each aiming at univerfal empire, and de-

ftroying the one which preceded it. The ancient

Babylonian, which exifted when Daniel prophefied

—the Medo-Perfian—the Grecian—and the Ro-

man. Thefe were reprefentcd in vifion to him, as

related in chapter vii, by four fierce and deflroylng

beafls. By a comparifon between the charader of
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thefe dominions, r.s they have been verified in fad,

and the fyniboliciil reprefenlation of them we find a

remarkable fimilaritv. The lad of thefe dominions,

the Roman, is reprefentcd as being of long contin-

uance, of mighty (Irengfh, fierce, teirlblc to man-

kind, full of opprelTion, perfecution and tyranny

over both the fouls and bodies of uu'n.—I: i:^ the

dying pangs of this fourth bead which nuw C(m-

vulfe the world.

But while mankind are tormcntCvl by tlils flrug-

gle, following the word of prophecy we meet a

mod comfortable truth, which is this, that there

fhall never be another univerfal tyrannical domin-

ion. It may be attempted, and we have reafon to

fuppofe that it is now attempted, by the infidels of

France, and their emifarits in other countries, but

God will blafl their defigns. Of this the proph-

ecy of Daniel afiures us, in many paflages of the

book. In the 7th chapter, he tells us he beheld un-

til this fourth bead was flain and his body dedroy-

ed and given to the burning liame. To which he

directly adds, *' IJaw in the night-vifions^ and be-

hold^ one like the Jon of man came with the clouds of

heaven^ and came to the ancient of days^ and they

brought him near before him. And there was given

him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,

natiofjs a)id lGnguagcs,fl)Quld ferve him : his dominion

is an everlafiing dominion, which flmll not pafs aTcay,
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and bis kingdom ibat lubich Jlmll not he deftroyed.^^-^

Again towards the end of the chapter, fpeaking of

the dedrudion of this beift he faith, " But the

judgment Jhallfii ^ and ibcy Jliall take aivay bis domin-

ion to co?ifume and to dcftroy it unto tbc end. And the

kingdom and do?ninion^ and tbe greatncfs of ibe hingdoju

under tbe ivbole bea-ven^ jhall be given to tbe people cf

tbefaints of tbe Most High ; wbofe kingdom is an

everlq/iing kingdom ; and all dominion foall ferve and

obey bimJ^ Obferve the predlclion : ^])e kingdom

and ibe greatnefs of ibe kingdom under tbe ii-hde heav-

en^ fhall be given to tbe people of tbefaints of tbe Most

High,—Not to infidels.—Not to men who deny

,* the being—the providence—the rehgion and the

fabbath of the Lo^-d, by which alone, as means,

a fenfe of moral obligation can be kept alive in the

human mind.—Not to thofe diiorganizers of focie-

ty who deny all moral obligation and the duties re-

sulting from it. The Lord may ufe fuch inllru-

mcnts to do his flrange work of judgment in the

earth, but his prophetic word hath afiured us they

iliall never attain univerfal dominion. They may,

for a very Ihort ftafon, be ufed as r\ red in the hand

of divine juftice—they may be the jr.eans of cor-

recting many people and of correding us, if our

departure from the faith and practice of the goJ'pel

fnould require it for the honor of the truth ; but

after this is done, they ihall fuddcnly come to their

end and no man fliall help them. This is the
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courfe of cvcius which mail happen IVuin the na-

ture otlbci'jtv, and tlu' elljcl: oi" crimes on the fo-

cial ftatc. It is alfo made certain hy the prophttic

promifc oi God.

The evangclid Joim, who wrote the words of our

text, is the next piophct of eminence, whom I (liall

notice at thij rime. He was one cf the apoiiles,

and the difciole whom Tesus loved. When of a

great age he was baniihed by the emperor Domitian

to the ille of Patmos, and there 'received and pub-

lilhed his Apocalypfe or book of Revelations.

His prophecies were written more than fix hun-

dred years after the book of Danieh At this time

the three firft of Daniel's beads, the ancient Baby-

lonian, the Medo-Perfian, and the Grecian em-

pire formed by Alexander, had arifen in fuccellion,

had deitroyed each other, done their work of tor-

menting mankind, and their domini-on was taken a-

way, therefore the prophet John takes no notice of

them. The fourth bead, the Roman empire, was

then in its full drength. To this his prophecy was

directed, describing its character, its malice agaiud

the truth and the pure church of Christ—its^di-

vers changes and forms of government—its de-

cline and apparent death for a fhort feafon—and

then its revival, in a more blafphemous form than

it fird exided—together with its miferable dedruc-

tlon by the avenging power of God, which is now
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taking place. We arc, my brethren, come to what

the fcripture emphatically calls tlie lad days. The

lafh tyrannical form of government is faiHng to

pieces, for which event there hath long been a

growing preparation in the flate of the nations.

The pangs of mifery will be great on men, and

greateft on thofe nations and places, which mofl

contributed to the rife and continuance of this civil

and religious tyranny. Let us remember not to

come near it, for its dying breath is contagious. It

is the body of Daniel's fourth beaft that is dying,

and infidelity with its natural confequenccs, war and

diforganization, are the plague by which it is con-

fuming. All wife people will withdraw their em-

braces, both from the dying body, and the difeafe

by which it periiheth.

To underftand the Apocalypfe of St. John, there

muit be a very confiderable acquaintance with hif-

tory, both civil and ecclefiaflical, from his day

down to the prefent. But few men have it, and of

this few, only a part are fuch chriftians as have the

interefts of Christ's kingdom on their hearts.

This mud be a fealed book to the greatefl part of

chrilfians, from their not having that acquaint-

ance with civil and ecclefiaflical hiftory, v;hich is

neceffary to fee the fulfilment.

There is, alfo, another reafon, from which we

muft exped it to be a book hard to undcrfland,
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even to all. The Infinite wifdom of God, defigned,

for the comfort of his people and the confolation of

thofc who hold the faith of Jesus, to reveal the

general (fate of things, his governing providence

over his church, the rife of error, the confiia be-

tween the two kingdoms, and the miferable end of

delufion and of a departure from the humility and

fimplicity of the faith In Jesus ; but not to defcribe

the particular inftruments and events by which all

.thefe things fhould be done. For this reafon figu-

rative and metaphorical language is introduced,

and we muft wait until the fulfilment, to fee the ex-

ad intention of the holy Spirit in all the figures

which are ufcd.

To the inconfiderate and unlearned in the psft

hiflory of divine providence, it is not ftrange, that

the book of Revelations appears like a confufion

of metaphors, and a defcription of things done by

agents out of the courfe of nature ; but in folemn

language, where the agency of God and creatures,

and fcenes of the vifible and invifible world are

awfully mingled. To thofe who are qualified and

give themfelves to underfland it appears far differ-

ent. Although expreffed in metaphors, and con-

taining a number of vifions which reprefent the

fame truths, and the fame events in the hiftorv of

men and of divine providence. It is a fyftematic

book. It beo^ins with a moll: folemn vifion of ihc
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great king iu Zion, and an addrefs to the churchea

then in being, fignified by the feven churches in

Afia. This is contained in the three firfl chapters.

From the beginning of the fourth to the end of the

eighteenth chapter, we have a defcription of the

Roman dominion from the time of John to its utter

extinction and punifhment. It was then heathen

Rome ; after this" is was what has been called chrif-

tian Rome ; which has fmce degenerated into an-

ti-chriflian Rome oti the Babylon of this celebrated

chriftian prophet. It has been of long continu-

ance-^—has alTumed various forms of government,

but in all of them been tyrannical—has been brought

apparently to the duft, and then revived again—has

been in every form, either by heathen violence or

anti-chriftian idolatry, dangerous to the pure reli-

gion of Jesus Christ-—has firll enflaved the world

by civil power, and then by a mixture of civil and

religious tyranny, and is now dying by the agency

of its own infidel children. The unprincipled ofi-

fpring are now eating the flefli and drinking the

blood, the riches, the flrength, and all the delica-

cies of the impure mother.

Before I proceed any further, to guard myfelf

from an imputation of bitternefs againfl: the Roman

clmrch, I mufc obferve, that I fee no reafon to con-

ckidc there may not have been many fmcere and

good people in her communion, cfpecially in that
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clafsof perfons, who h'ld little means of liilorma-

tion. Good men ma); lull into great errors. A
great number of the late Roman clergy in France,

have met death in its mofl barbarous forms, with a

.conftancy and a patience evincing a tender con-

fcicnce ai:d a love of God. It is the Talleyrands in

charai^ler and their allbciates, whom I conceive to

be mofl properly defignated by the mother of har-

lots, in the prefent period of the great apoftacy

from God.

Farther, It is yet impofTible for us accurately to

determine, how near the churches which call them-

felves proteflant and reformed, come to the true

flandard of evangelical faith, practice and difcipline.

This reformation hath taken place in various de-

grees in the feveral parts where it hath extended,

and in the bcft there may be much hay and flubble

(lill to confume. Though no denomination, of the

proteflant and refprmed churches, will be willing

to allow this of themfelves, it may belong in fome

refpe^ls to all of them. Neither is it feen how any

church, which refls in a bare profefTion without the

power and vital life of godlInefs,can free itfelffrom

the charge, and many fuch may doubtlefs be found

in reformed Chriflendom. When God hath arlf.

en to prepare the world for the eftablifhmcnt of a

more pure faith and pradice, it becomes all to ex»

c



1

8

THANKSGIVING SERMON.

amine themfclves and repent, lefl they be found in

the number which mufl be exterminated.

After having made thefe obfervations, to fe-

cure myfelf againfl the imputat'on of a rigorous

and uncharitable fpirit, I mufl be allowed freely to

fay, that the Roman empire in all its forms, the an-

cient and modern, the civil and ecclefiaftical, hath

been a tyrannical and perfecuting power. It is

unquellionably the fame power pointed out in the

gofpel prophecies, by the man of fin—by the beaft

—the mother of harlots—the falfe prophet—the

beafl that afcended out of the bottomlefs pit and

endeavored to dcftroy the witneffes of God—the

dragon that cafl out of his mouth a flood of water

to deflroy the truth of God—the modern Babylon

which (liould fall by the fignal judgments of God

—that great city that ruleth over the kings of the

earth. Mod of thefe names were ufed by the

prophet John in his fucceflive vifions, the latter ex-

plainirig the former.

The events, which are principal matter of St.

John's prophecy, are thrown into three great divif-

ions of time, defignated by the opening of fcven

feals, the founding of feven trumpets, and the pour-

ing out of feven vials of God's wrath. The open-

ing of the fevcnth feal contains the whole fucceed-

ing period of the trumpets and vials. The found-
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ing of the feventh irumpet, contains the whole pe-

riod of the vials down to the complete dcRrudion

of that tyrannical power, which is the burden of his

defcription. -All thcfe prophetic figures, defcribe

judgments on the enemies of God's truth, mod of

which have already taken place, but my prcfent

time prohibits a particular defcription of the events

by which they have been fulfilled.

The fix firfl feals are defcripllve of heavy judg-

ments on the heathen Roman empire, from the

time of John, down to Conltantine, who declared

himfclf a chriflian, and placed chriflians in all pla-

ces of public office. This was in the chriftian sera

about 320. The chriflian church now enjoyed a

fliort paufe of peace from the power of its enemies,

reprefcnted in the prophecy by praifes in heaven and

earth, and the fealing of thefcrvants of God.

But the Roman empire in its imperial form

was not long to furvive. Although Conftantine and

a number of fucceeding emperors declared them-

felves to be chriflians, Rome was to receive that

deadly wound which was healed again in the rife

of a mixed tyranny, partly civil and partly ccclefi-

aflical. This wound was given by the events

prefigured by tne founding of the fix firft trumpets.

The northern pagans and favages of Europe broke

in upon the empire and reduced it to the deepefl
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humiliauon, which continued from 500 to 700 of

the chrillian a,Ta, in which period Rome had many

changes, all of ihem Iiumihating". It was this pe-

riod which is mentioned in tlie 13th chapter of

John in his Revelation, when one of the heads of

the bealls, meaning the imperial form of govern-

ment, received a deadly wound ; which v.ound un-

to death he tells us was healed again fc that all tlie

nations wondered after the beafl. The healing of

this deadly wound confifled in the rife of the papal

hierarchy, and the politicsfl eftates of Europe, which

have continued without efiential change to the pref-

ent day. This is eminently the beafl with feven

heads and ten horns defcribed by John. He tells

us that the feven heads, are feven kings or forms of

government wdiich Rome fhould have, and every

thorough hiftorian can enumerate them.—That the

ten horns are ten kingdoms or political dates, into

which the ancient empire fhould be divided, and we

know that in every period for more than a thoufiind

years pad, it hath been nearly orexaclly this number.

The co-eftates of the old Roman empire, although

under different fovereigns, and often at mutual en-

mity, have formed a body diflin<^ from the reft of

mankind, and have flretched the iron hand of their

influence to the ejids of the earth. They have fpo-

ken of their rights as extending to the bodies and

fouls of all men ; and of the balance of power be-

tween themfelvcs, as though it were an eternal rule
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of 1 ight for all llic creatures of God. This body

of the old Roman empire hath jierpctually embroil-

ed the world, cither by its arts or its power. It

hath vifited every coaR—liaih made a claim on ev-

ery clime—hath concentered the iiixurits of the

earth in its bofom, and there hath fcarce been a

contention between nations, in other quarters of

the globe, to which it hatli not been the author or

a parti zan. Its tyranny hath been over its own fub-

jecls and the people of diftant regions. To a civil

defpctifm, which naturally grev\^ out of the barba-

rous foundation of feudal rights, it hath added a re-

ligious tyranny beyond all the fms that have before

defiled the earth or opprefTed men. It hath blafphe-

moufly changed and ufed the religion of the meek and

lowly Jesus, to fcourge oppreffed nations—to de-

throne lawful princes—and to indulge and pardon

the word of fubjecls in the greatefl crimes. The

civil and the religious tyrant, have walked hand in

hand to deceive, to impoverifli, to enflave foul and

body, and then to hail the whole as done for the

glory of God. Thefe prophecies of John had a

vaft objecl for their defcription. Not merely one

city, or nation or century of time ; but the great

political body of Europe, with its dependencies in

other quarters of the globe, uhich is the old Ro-

man empire arifen in a new form, confiding of

popes, ecclefiaflical flates and dignities, profefTed a-

poftles of Jesus at the head of armies, emperors,
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kings, princes, and a multifarious catalogue of civil

and ccclefiaflical courts, dignities, powers and op-

prefTions. This vafl body has been called the holy-

Roman church, and the holy Roman empire with

its allies. This enormous mafs of civil and reli-

gious oppreiTion began to take its form and deve-

lope its tiue characler, from 500 to 600 of the clirif-

tian sera. By the year 1350 its features were com-

pletely opened. The pouring of the feven vials of

God's wTath is a prophetic defcription of the events,

through which this oppreilivc powder fiiall be brought

down again to utter ruin. They probably began

to run between 800 and 900 of the chriftian sera,

and from prophetic computation, we may deter-

mine that the great work of God will be done be-

fore the conclufion of the next century. The pour-

ing out of the fifth vial on the feat of the bead, un-
ci '

qucitionably means the reformation, with the foun-

dation that was then laid by the fpread of knowl-

edge, for the fpreading of civil and religious lib-

erty, in many, which are now principal powers

within the limits of the old Roman empire. It is

worthy of remark, that the nations which then, in

a degree emerged, although they have been flraken

in the prefent commotion, have drank Icfs deep of

the cup, and arc probably referved by the wifdom

of God, to fct limits to this inundation of mifery,

through the outraging pafiions of men. This is
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true of Britain, the Swedes, the Danes and the

nortliern parts of Europe and Gcrnianj.

It Is the fixth and fcventh vials In combination

that are now running. An ingenious and learned

fermon, lately publiflied by the Rev. Prefidcnt

Dwight, hath julUy explained the three impure

fpirits, under the fixth vial, that went cut of the

mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the

bead, and out of the mouth of thefalfe prophet, to

mean the principles of infidelity, which within a

a century have rifen in the old chriflian world.

The events and the effedls fo precifely mark the pe-

riod of prophecy, that w^e cannot miftake it. The

caufes of the prefent w ar in Europe lie in the moral

world. Thefe impure fpirits, have already gather-

ed the kings or nations, to the battle of the great

day of God Almighty. The battle is fighting

—

the blood is running, and it will run. There may

be a multitude of contradicling events, but the

principal features of the fcene will be tlie fiime un-

til this Babylon is fallen.* It is the irrcfiftible work

* The writer does not: mean that every future event, in the courfe
of thcfc national coRHViOticns which have- begun, will in the jiu'g-

ment of men, direC:1Iy confpire to this end. God workcth by
means beyond the fearch of human wifdom, and is often dcftroyirg
\yhen we think him to be building up. If France fliould ac;:ia

ipcediiy obey a monarcli, and Rome a confiftory of pope and cavvii-

nals, this would not put a flop to the great work m hich is bcpun.
There are natural and political reaions inwrought with ihc prclcnt
flatc of Europe and oi focicty which fhow what the conclufion will
be ; and thcfe retrograde events which may happen, can lerve cn!y
to protrae't the mifery of men, give every dreadful feature to the
ftrupgle, ^nd add to the completion of the final c;:tulhophe, ihtis

confirming the awful defcri^fiicn cf prophecy.
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of God and muH go on, for the mouth of the

Lord himfelf hath fpoken it. And while the work

is going on, fome will fee and give glory to the

God of heaven ; but thofc who arc mofl deeply in-

volved in tliefe events will neither fee nor fear.

The i8th chapter of the prophecy, which my

hearers will read at their leifure, defcribes the waiU

Ing that is made over this wreck of nations. The

kings of the earth, and the merchants of the eaith,

and every fliip-maller, and all the company in

fl-iips and the failors, and as many as trade by fea,

are reprefented as Handing afar off and faying,

Alas ! alas ! that great city Babylon, that mighty

city ! for in one hour, that is very fuddenly, is thy

judgment come.—How correfponding are the e^

vents of the prefent period ! The counfels and the

policy of nations, far and near are deeply affciSted

by the great battle. The merchants of the earth

and thofe that do bufmefs on the deep waters, all

become interefted in the fcene, and by its confe-

quenccs almofl: through the whole world, they are

reduced to wailing and diflrefs. Who befide God
could have enabled his fervants to foretcl thefe e-

vents, at fo vafl a period from iheir accomplifli-

ment

!

In the midft of the defcription of this ruin, our

text hath its place

—

And I heard another voice from
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heaien^fdyings Ccjuc out of ker^ viy people^ that ye he

not partakers of her firs^ and that ye receive not of her

plagues. This exhortation is full of imj)ortant in-

flruclion. It mufl be principally meant for fur-

rounding and dirtant nations ; and all the preced-

ing parts of this difcourfe were defigned to give it a

deep impreiFion on your minds. A few individu-

als, of thofe \\ho fear God, may be fo circumflan-

ced as will enable them to leave the fcene of de-

flruOion, and feek a foreign afylum ; but it can be

only a few. Much the greateft part of fuch indi-

yiduals mud by faith and prayer commit themfelves

to the divine keeping, and God can preferve them

in the midfl of thefe political thunderings and

earthquakes.

To nations fituated as the American now is, the

text gives mofl excellent advice, and points out the

only poilible way of prcfervation. Come out of her

my people,

I ft. Avoid the principles which are bringing

her to a defervcd and an awful end. It is the de-

moralizing principles of infidelity, which have

thrown Europe Into a ftate, on which the reft of

mankind look with fear and horror. There may

be many honeft men in the revolutionizing nations,

men who would love rational liberty undc:r the

D
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fteady reign of jufl and equitable laws. Some of

thefe men may be deceived to think they are work-

ing out the falvation of poflerity ; but the reins of

public direction are evidently in the hands of anoth-

er clafs, men who have no honefly belonging to

them—no love of human nature and human rights

—no moral principle—who dare to do every wick-

ednefs which they have opportunity to execute, ei-

ther by force or deception. The reafon they do

not rt'^nrd the rights of juflice and humanity is be-

caufe they have no fear of God. The way has

been a long time preparing for this reign of impie-

ty, by the difTemination of an infidelity among thofe

who have affumed to be the learned, which denies

either the being or the juft charaiSter of God—his

providence—his written law and his inflituted wor-

jfhip. Let thefe facred truths be exploded, and men

will govern themfelves by their own pafiions and

appetites. When they have cad off God, by de-

nying him and his facred government and laws, we

mufl expe^l that the next flep will be to cafl away

the rights of humanity and focial connection. The

la^s of nations, of common equity, of civil rights

and prefcriptive duties from one man to another,

and of facred confecratlen, will all of them be fwept

away by fuch people, and depravity will do its

worft. Prophetic defcription often reprefents the

prefent wrath of mankind by the metaphor of a

confuining fire, and there could not be a more juft
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one. Thefe principles deflroy all before them, and

thougl) they may firfl enflame the palace, they will

in the end coniumc the thatched cottage. The only

dark fyniptom attending the prefent flate of our

nation, is that fome of its people liave either em-

braced or appear approximating towards this infi-

delity. If there fhould ever be a period that this

becomes our national characler, or men of this cafl:

are able to control our national counfels, America

muft drink the cup of Babylon, llien fhe will be-

come a limb of the bead, whofe body God hath

faid fliall be given to the burning flame.

2dly. The divine advice prohibits all permanent

political connection with that devoted part of the

world. Such political engagements and aUiances,

as bind us to ftand or fall with them, would be the

mod extravagant imprudence
;
ycamore,theywould

be defying the judgments of Almighty God. None

but a perfon bereft ofreafon would chain himfelf to

a burning pile. The goodnefs of God brought

our fathers into this region, diftind from the feat of

plagues. He hath bleffed and made us a great

people—hath given us all that freedom civil and

religious, which the nature of fociety admits, and

there is not a fingle burden or lofs upon us, except

it be thofe which arife from our remote relations

to the center of prefent ruin. The voice of provi-
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dence loudly cries to us, Come out of her my peo-

ple—bind not yourfelves to rife or fmk with her,

left ye be partakers of her fms, and receive of her

plagues.

3dly. The exhortation teaches us not to follow

the example of her deceitful politics. It is right-

eoufnefs which exalteth a nation, and national fni

is the ruin as well as the reproach of any people :

A chriftian nation fhould be juft to its promifes, and

open and fmcere in its profeflions, and keep far

away from an intimate union, with all people, who

confider national engagements as promifes made on-

ly for the convenience of the moment. Let Amer-

ica be open and fmcere in her meafures ; let her

require jufticefrom others and always be willing to

do it; let her ftand undaunted by the menaces of ma-

rauders and pirates, and unpolluted by the intrigues

of unprincipled men, and the God of heaven will

blcfs her. Let none be deceived by a fuppofition

that the commotions of the old world are foon to

end, and that there is on this account, lefs reafon

for our being guarded. No fpeedy end to thefe

troubles can happen. Their pillars are overturned,

and who can fet them up again ? Their fchemes of

policy are all unhinged, and who can brace them r

Their interefts are become oppofite, and who can

unite them ? Their faith anff •their morals are
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gone, nikl who can rcpLore them ? \Vc know that

God hath power to do it, but lollowinp; the pre-

dictions oi his word, we have not much reafon to

expecl a gracious interpofition of this nature ; for

we arc told, that under thele phigues, they blaf-

phemed God, doubtlefs by denying hiis government

and his word, and repented not to give him glory.

My hearers, what reafon we have for national

thankfgiving and praife 1 Let us rejoice and blefs

God, that we are far diftant from the feat of thofe

judgments, which he hath foretold and is now ful-

filling. Let us rejoice and be glad that we have

the word ofGod and ordinancesof religion,and are

not yet enflaved by a demoralizing infidelity. Let

us adore his holy name for fo excellent a form of

civil government—for rulers who appear to be ap-

prized of the danger on which we have been med-

itating—and that God hath given us the means of

fupporting our national and chriftian independence.

The bounties of God's common providence have

been abundant, and it is hoped that the affluent will

teftify their gratitude to him by fending portions to

the poor, for the poor, my brethren, you are al-

ways to have among you. While we condole with

i thofe places where difeafe and death have prevailed,

and mourn wf|ftheir mourners, we have reafon to
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blefs the Lord who hath given us health, to a de-

gree unknown before.—Let all thefe mercies en-

gage us to truft in the Lord and ferve him forever.

To his great and holy name let us afcribe ever-

lafting praifes. Amen.




