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ON THE UNIVERSAL SPREAD OF THE

GOSPEL .

PSALM Ü . 1-12.

Wur do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ?--

The kings of the earthſet themſelves, and the rulers take counſel

together againſt the Lord, andagainſt his anointed, ſaying,-Let

us break their bands afunder, andcaſt away their cordsfrom

us. — He that hitteth inthe heavens shall laugh : the Lord ball

have them in deriſon. Then ſhall be ſpeak unto them in his wrath,

and vex them in his fore diſpleaſure.Yethave I ſet my King

upon my holy hill of Zion . I will declare the decree : the Lord

hath ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son ; this day have I begotten

thee. - Aſk of me, and Ifallgive thee the heathen for thine in

heritance, and the uttermoſtparts ofthe earth for thy poleffion.

Thouſbalt break them with a rodof iron ; thouſhaltdaſ them

in pieces like a potters vefſel.Be wife now , therefore, ye kings ;

beinſtructed, ye judgesof the earth.Serve the Lord withfear,

and rejoice with trembling .-- Kiſs the Son , left he be angry, and

ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.

Blefjed are all they that put their truſt in him .

THEHE paſſing ofages continually brings into more

clear view truth which is intereſting to divine glory

and to the Church of Chriſt. It unfolds many coun

ſels of God, which were hid in his infinite and etera

nal wiſdom , until declared by the event. It explains

many prophecies, which were but imperfectly under

NOTE.-- The extreme cold of the day, occafioned ſome parts

of the following diſcourſe to be omitted in the delivery, which are

now committed to the preſs.
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ſtood by thoſe, who have given the moſt painful and

prayerful attention to know the things, which were

ſpoken by the ancient prophets, and placed on divine

record, that their fulfilment might be a growing evi

dence for the truth of the ſcriptures ; and a ſtanding

confolation to the children of God, under the trials

they muſt meet from the enemies of religion. It is

a great ſupport to pious believers, to ſee the truth of

God in the fulfilment of his own word ; and to ob

ſerve how he is progreſſively enlarging his kingdom ,

diſplaying his character, and preparing the way for

a glorious ſtate of his Church on earth, as well as

for its final conſummation in glory . The concluſion

of the greater diviſions, by which men have marked

the ſucceſſion of time, that they might be able to

compute its lapſe, naturally calls our attention to

the things which have taken place; and awakes

our curioſity to enquire into thoſe which are ſoon

up

to come.

The commencement of a new century, is ſuch an

event as we never ſaw before and ſhall never ſee again.

It is an event which not a fourth part of mankind,

who are born into the world, do ever fee ; and being

ſuch , it is calculated to excite many ferious and in

tereſting reflections on the departure of time ; on

our gradual but ſteady approach to the conſumma

tion of all earthly things, when the whole that have

lived , or ſhall live hereafter, will be embofomed in

eternity ; on the progreſs of natural and moral ſci

ence in the period of acentury ; on the revolutions

that have happened in nations, which are moſt

wonderfully conformable to the predictions of the

holy prophets ; and on the paſt, preſent and future

ſtate of the Chriſtian Church. On each of theſe

topics, much might be thought and ſaid , that is in

tereſting to the cauſe of morality and human happi

neſs.- But I ſhall confine myſelf to the laſt thing

which was mentioned, ſome remarks on the paſt, the

preſent, and future ſtate of the Chriſtian Church.

If the preſent ſtate of things among the nations, and
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the changes that havehappened in thepaſtcentury,
are a train of events, that do, in a moſt aſtoniſhing

degree, prepare for the fulfilment of the divine prom

iſe , that the kingdom of Chriſt Thall fill the world ;

and if viewed on a large ſcale,they have a moſt pro

pitious aſpect for the goſpel, then ſurely pious minds

will rejoice ; and as ſurely infidels ought to tremble

for themſelves, and for the vain conteſt in which

they are engaged with the king in Zion.

I THE rather introduce ſuch a ſubject at this time,

from knowing that many, who think lightly of the

Chriſtian religion and ſcriptures, have been dif

poſed to exultin their own folly, from thinking the

aſpectsof Chriſtianity are altogether gloomy.- Some
have

gone ſo far into this idea, as to revealtheir per

ſuaſion , that after a few years more , a Chriſtian

profeſſion, Chriſtian Churches, and Chriſtian teach

ers will be wholly diſcarded in the world. In this

they may ſpeak as they deludedly think, nor ſhall I

diſpute that the thoughts are pleaſant to them ; but

ſuch an iſſue of thingsis contrary to probability, judg

ing from the events of the paſtcenturyand the ex

iſting ſtate of things in the world. Although there

is agreat want of piety and much corruption in the

profeſſing Church , and many infidels are intermin

gled with Chriſtian believers,and alſo a greatpart of

the world is ſtill under the darkneſs of heatheniſm ;

yet thoſe who believe the word of God, and are

accuſtomed to conſider the operation ofthings in the

divine government, ſee much to conſole them , and

to raiſe their expectations of an approaching bleſſed

day in the Church and in the whole world. In

thoſe very events, which infidels ſuppoſe to be their

ſtrength, and which make them fo fanguine that the
deſire of their hearts is ſoon to be ſatisfied ; the ob

ſerving and humble Chriſtian finds evidence that

his Redeemer is on the throne ; that he is giving

up his enemies to be their own deſtroyers ; and that

the more calamities abound in the earth, at this pe
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riod, the nearer is the glorious coming of the peaceful

kingdom of order, truth and righteouſneſs.- Thus,

thefaith of Chriſtians is upheldin a period of great

difficulties, which was one chief reaſon, that a reve

lation of future events was given to the Church.

Obſerving a natural preparation for the fulfilment

of the promiſes promotes the ſpirit of prayer ; and

animates them, in the uſe of means, to ſpread the

goſpel of Jeſus to the uttermoſt ends of the earth .

But while the friends of Chriſtianity are enabled

to diſcover the prophetic ſigns of the times, there is

every reaſon toſuppoſe, that the eyesof its enemies

will be cloſed . Infidels, and thoſe who reject piety,

will not ſee what God is doing in the earth. While

he is uſing them as inſtruments in his hand, to fulfil

his word and deſtroy each other, intent on their own

purpoſes, they will think they are proſpered. While

in a ſeries of revolutions, in theold world, he is

fcourging licentiouſneſs by its own devices, and

breakingdown the ancient governments of oppreſ

fion , by thoſe who hate all law and order, he is pre

paring the way for a ſtate of things, in which licen

tious men will have no influence ; government will

be eſtabliſhed on the firm baſe of moral virtue and

religion; and law and righteouſneſs and ſubordina

tion will be more firmly eſtabliſhed in the earth, than

ever before .---While he is purifying a corrupt Church

by judgments ; he is ſo far from forſaking the gof

pel ofhis Son, that this is the direct means to give
it the greateſt influence in the world ; ſo that his

Church may become fair as the ſun , clear as the

moon , and terrible as an army with banners, to all

licentious people.

ALL this is fealed from the knowledge of the

enemies of God. Their unholy minds cannot ſee

the beauty of holineſs and of moral order and ſubor

dination ; ſo that it doth not appear deſirable to

them , that the Governor of the univerſe ſhould pro

duce ſuch a ſtate of things. They cannot bear the
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apprehenſion of a God, who will bear down their

luſts and paſſions. - As they reject his word, they

have not the evidence of the prophecies and divine

promiſes to direct their opinions. They have no

conception of the nature, reality and power of god

lineſs in the heart. As their wholedelight is in the

indulgence of ſenſuality and pride, if they have pow

er in their hands, they arewholly abſorbed in the

purſuits of ſenſualgratification, and never reflect on

the infinite fountain of natural and moral perfection.

If they are deſtitute of power,they ſtill conjecture

how they ſhould conduct if they poſſeſſed it ; and

ſuppoſe that thoſe, who fortunately attain it, will ſee

thefame deſirableneſs in vice and impiety which is

diſcovered by themſelves .- Such is the blindneſs of

theſe perſons, that they cannot ſee their own faces in

the glaſs of deſcription. With ſuch a ſtate of the

heart as they poffefs, and denying the word of God,

it is not poſſible they ſhould ſee the moral ſigns of

the times, and diſcern the overruling influence of

God, in executing his promiſes andthreatenings.

They will not know themſelves to be both the inſtru

ments and the ſufferers of divine vengeance. It is

an old remark “ that God permits thoſe to be infat

uated and blinded, whom he wills to deſtroy.” This

hath always been true of particular finners, ſinful na

tions, and ſinfulChurches; and the previous remarks

ſhow why it is the caſe. It hath beenthus with all the

great civil and religious ſyſtems of impiety and op

preſſion, which the holy providence of God hath

brought to ruin, in the paſt ages of the world ; and it

will continue ſo, until the earth is purified according

to the promiſe.

It is therefore, no evidence, againſt the truth of

what is predicted on the ground of divine teſtimony,

that it is ridiculed by diſbelievers. Their blindnefs

and ridicule muſt be expected ; but let not Chriſtians

be blind alſo ; let not thoſe for whoſe confolation

God hath revealed the ſeaſons be indifferent; let not

B
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thoſe, who are daily praying that Chriſt would

come in the glory of his kingdom here on earth ,

ceaſe to ſearch the holy word, and to mark the ſigns

in providence that their prayer is heard, and their

Lord hath ariſen from his place, and is goingthrough

the earth to overthrow and beat down, until he hath

prepared a glorious place for his throne.

The time of our Saviour's appearance on earth

was moſt eventful in the fulfilment of ancient pro

phecies ; but it was not ſeen by his enemies, and on

this fubje &t. he thus reproved them , “ Oye hypo

crites, ye can diſcern the face of the ſky ; butye

cannot difcern the ſigns of the times !” He confid

ered their ignorance of a plain fulfilment of ancient

prophecies , as an evidence of great impiety. And

we may obſerve, that it was the Sadducees, who

were the infidels of that age, whom he thus reprov

ed, which ſhows how blind they were to the great

work which God was doing. Let not Chriſtians be

guilty of a ſimilar impiety, at a time the moſt event

ful in the fulfilment of ancient prophecy, of any ſince

Our Redeemer's appearance on earth .

While it is ſaid, that there is an evident natural

preparation, for a general ſpread of the goſpel

through the world, it is not meant, that Chriſtianity

hath not many evils and much ,oppoſition to meet ;

nor that its profeſſors will not be tried and puniſhed

for their lukewarmneſs, and perhaps in ſome in

ſtances, be perfecuted for the goſpel's fake. But

true Chriſtians will not by this be terrified and turn

ed away from the faith, for they are the followers of

a Saviour who ſuffered ; and it appears to have been

the deſign of infinite wiſdom , that during the humil

iated ſtate of the Church, his followers ſhould through

much tribulation enter into the kingdom of heaven.

As their Redeemer gives them grace to live ; ſo

they humbly hope, that if called to ſuch an event,

he will furniſh ſtrength to die triumphantly, in what
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ever manner, and at whatever time, his wiſdom fees

will moſt promote the cauſe of truth.The raiſed

expectations of irreligious men , that Chriſtianity is

on the wane, do not decide the point ; neither do

they diſprove what I have faid, that the general ſtate

of things in the world exhibits a wonderful natural

preparation ,for the fulfilment of holy prophecy, that

thegoſpel of Chriſt ſhall become univerſal, and that

meaſuring time on the large ſcale of centuries, the

period is very near.

In bringing this ſubject before you,
I ſhall,

1. Mention ſundry divine promiſes, that in due

time, the goſpel and the Chriſtian Church ſhall fill

the world , to the excluſion of Heathen ignorance

and of all falſe religion.

II . I SHALL endeavor to deſcribe, as may be col

lected from the ſacred prophecies and the fulfilment

of them recorded in hiſtory, what appears to have

been the ſcheme of divine counſel in this matter ;

what progreſs the goſpel ſhould make ; the hindran

ces which ſhould ariſe ; and how and when the

promiſe thould be gloriouſly fulfilled.

III. I SHALL take a view of the preſent ſtate of

the world and of the nations, with reſpect to Chriſ

tianity, by which we may fee an amazing preparation

for the fulfilment of the gracious and glorious

promiſe.

I. I AM to mention fundry divine promiſes, that

in due time, the goſpel and the Chriſtian Church

ſhall fill the world , tothe excluſion of Heathen igno

rance and of all falſe religion.

The explicit predictions of ſuch an event, and

thoſe in which it is plainly implied, are far more than

I can mention ; and they were expreſſed in every

age of revelation ; by all the divine prophets under
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canon .

the Mofaic diſpenſation ; by Chriſt himſelf, and by

the apoftolical writers who completed the facred

The early promiſe to Abraham , that in his

feed all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed ,

predicted this event, and it was abundantly repeated

to the Hebrews, that in the days of the Meſſiah, their

expected prince, all the Gentiles ſhould obey him ;

and that the glory of all the kingdoms ſhould be

given toZion and to Jeruſalem , which were typical

names for the true Church of God, which now

fubfifts under the Chriſtian form .

The ſuffering and the exalted ſtate of the Re

deemer ; alſo, the ſuffering and glorious ſtate of his

Church in the world, were both matter of prediction

in the ancient prophets. Not attending to theſe differ

ent ſtates, and how exactly they are deſcribed in the

prophetic writings , hath produced manyfalſe opin

ions, both among Jews and Chriſtians. Inattention

tothe clear prophecies, of the humiliation and the

fuffering ſtate of Chriſt in the world , was one reaſon

that the Jews denied him to be the expected Meſſiah.

In the ſame manner, by not attending to the pro

phetic deſcription of the firſt periods of the Chrif

tian Church ; how it ſhould be agitated by errors ,

corrupted with immorality,and oppoſed by infidelity,

both in an Heathen and Antichriſtian form ; how

long and dreadful the ſtruggle ſhould be; what an

opportunity it would furniſh to develope the wicked

neſs of thehuman heart, and to diſplay the juſtice of

God in the puniſhment of apoſtacy : ſome Chriſ

tians have been led to deſpair of ſo bleſſed a ſtate to

come in the Church on earth , as is very explicitly

promiſed in the prophets. They have ſpiritualized ,

in an application to the ſanctification andcomforts of

particular Chriſtians, many things that were written

deſcriptive of the general glory and peace and in

creaſeof the Church. Thus to loſe ſight of this fu

ture glory of Zion hath many bad effects. It is de

parting from that general view of his counſels, which
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God ſaw it beſt to reveal ; it diſheartens the ſincere,

and makes them ready to yield before infidelity ; it

lowers their apprehenſionsofthatdegree of perſonal

holineſs and joy, which by faithfulneſs, good men

may attain in this world ; it expoſes them to aſſim

ilate with the ſentiments and practices of the ungod

ly ; and it cools their deſires and exertions for the

converſion of the Heathen nations, and for purify

ing the Chriſtian Churchfrom the errors andimpu
rities into which it hath fallen .

A LARGE part of the book ofPſalms is prophetic.

The whole ofthe pſalm from which I am diſcourſing

is a prophecy, concerning the Saviour, and the Chrif

tian ſtate of the Church ; and contains many prom

iſes and threatenings. It was written about 1040

years before the birth of Chriſt ; and though pen

ned at that vaſt diſtance of time, it gives a general

view of the ſtate of things under the Chriſtian dif

penſation. A conſiderable part of it hath been

already fulfilled, and a natural preparation for the

completion is moſt apparently haſtening, as we ſhall

fee in the end of this diſcourſe. The anointed of the

Lord, of whom the prophet ſpeaks hath been born .

The kings of the earth , and the rulers of the Jews

and of the Heathen Roman empire, took counſel

againſt him and his cauſe, ſaying, “ Let us break

their bands aſunder and caſt away their cords from

us." The event hath demonſtrated, “ that he whe

ſitteth in the heavens laughed and had them in de

riſion. He ſpake unto them in his wrath and vexed

them in his fore diſpleaſure.” Although they were

permitted, for a ſhort ſeaſon, to proſper, and cruci

fied the Lord's anointed according to his fore-deter

minate counſel, wrath was coming upon them to the

utmoſt. The Jewiſh ſtate and rulers, in about

forty years from that event, were vexed and broken

by the moſt memorable judgments, which continue

to this day. God hath preſerved them a ſeparate peo

ple, in all their diſperſions thro' the earth, to be, in
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the firſt inſtance monuments of his vengeance, and

ſecondly, that in the end of deſolations, he may ſhow

his great power , grace, and the truth of his prophetic

word, by converting and bringing them into the land
of their fathers .

THE Heathen Roman empire, for three hundred

years, perſecuted theChurchofChriſt. During all

this period, Chriſtianity increaſed in the face of per

ſecution , the moſt dreadful tortures, and all earthly

diſcouragements. Although he, who fitteth in the

heavens,permitted this to try the faith and patience of

his faints, and to ſhow that he could ſpread his truth

and increaſe his Church againſt all human oppofi

tion ; yet he was laughing at the folly of his enemies

and holding them in derifion . The vital ſtrength of

the perfecuting power was failing. In proportion

as Chriſtianity was perſecuted, by a multitude of

operating cauſes, by judgments from abroadand by

inteſtine diviſions, Heathen Rome was ſinking to

an utter ruin. God had ſet the aſcended Redeemer

as king in Zion and through the earth , and commit

ted the times and the ſeaſons, and his Church and

the kingdoms of the nations to his control. He

wrought out of the fight of his enemies, and beyond

the expectation of his friends, and his victory was

great.

The laſt general perſecution under Heathen

Rome, which was principally directed by the em

peror Dioclefian , was extenſive, bloody and cruel

beyond all which had preceded. It commenced

about the year 300, and continued for ten or twelve

years. Innumerable martyrs were facrificed with all

conceivable torments ; Churches and places of wor

fhip were demoliſhed ; and the ſcriptures and thoſe

who poſſeſſed or read them were proſcribed, that a

knowledge of the goſpelmight be baniſhed from the

earth. The enemies of Chriſtianity,triumphed great

ly, and openly declared, that the name and cauſe of

Chriſt were baniſhed from the world . It hath not

f
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been uncommon for the ungodly to be thus deluded,

in the moments immediately preceding their own

downfall. It wasthus, when theEgyptians purſued

and incloſed the Ifraelites on the banks of the Red

Sea ; when the Jews crucified Chriſt ; and at the

period ofwhich I have been ſpeaking ; and it is thus

thatdiſbelievers triumphat the preſent day. In this

dark time, theking in Zion was preparing the means

for an unexpected and glorious ſight. By a remark

able concurrence of circumſtances, too many to be

here mentioned , in twenty years from the beginning

of that moſt awful perſecution, Conſtantine, having

obtained the empire, declared himſelf a Chriſtian ;

and from that period, it has generallybeen ſaid, that

the empire became Chriſtian. This was a viſible

triumph worthy of the Redeemer, and delivered the

Church from perſecution ; ſtill it is not probable

that it added to the love, faith and purity ofprofeſ

fors. Proſperity often corrupts while afflictions

purify.

NOTWITHSTANDING the government was now

propitious to a Chriſtian profeſſion, the wrath ofGod

reſtedupon it, the blood of martyrs cried againſt
it, and the divine curſe muſt have its courſe . To

ſhow divine indignation againſt a perſecuting power,

and to chaſtiſe Chriſtiansnow growing formal and

voluptuous, a train of moſt deſolating judgments fol.

lowed . The ſeat of government in 330 was remov

ed from Rome to Canſtantinople, and the Northern

barbarous nations deſolated and broke the empire in

pieces. The fame Almighty power, which fulfilled
the firſt part of prophecy in this pfalm , will accom

pliſh the whole; will execute the remaining threat

enings and glorify the promiſe “ aſk of me, and I

ſhallgive thee theHeathen for thine inheritance, and

the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion .”

Every thing in Heathen nations that oppoſes an

accompliſhment of the promiſe, “ he will breakwith

a rod of iron and daſh in pieces like a potter's veſſel. ”
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To ſuch a threatening as this, the exhortation that

follows is admirably adapted, “ Be wiſe, now, there.

fore, O ye kings, be inſtructed ye judgesof the earth .

Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.

Kiſs the Son , left he be angry , and ye periſh from the

way when his wrath is kindled but a little .”

To recite all the prophecies, of the ſpread of the

goſpel through the world in the latter days, would

include a large portion of the facred volume ; and

to enter into a detail of their fulfilment, ſo far as it

hath taken place, as I have done in the laſt inſtance,

would be endleſs. I ſhall recite a fufficient number

of thoſe prophetic promiſes with only a few remarks.

From pfalm xliv.to l. is a general deſcription ofthe

ſtate of the Church. It begins with the poſſeſſion of

Canaan by the Hebrews ,then repreſents the low

ſtate of God's people under the oppreſſion of their

enemies ; deſcribes the majeſty of the Redeemer ;

the ſpiritual beauty of the Church, and the confi

dence of his people in their king ; and ends with a

deſcription of awful judgmentson the enemies of

the Lord, and theſpread ofpeace and truththrough
the earth .-- " God is our refuge andſtrength , a very

preſent help in trouble . Therefore will not we fear,

though the earth be removed, and though the

mountains be carried into the ſea : Though the wa

ters thereof roar and betroubled, though the moun

tains ſhake with the fwelling thereof. There is a

river the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of

God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the moſt

High. God is in the midſt of her ; ſhe ſhall not

be moved : God ſhall help her, and that right early.

The Heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : he

uttered his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of

hoſts is with us ; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come behold the works ofthe Lord, what defolation

he hath made in the earth .” This work of great

deſolation he is now beginning. Then follows the

glorious iſſue of theſe commotions, by which the
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kingdoms had been moved and the earth melted.

“ He maketh wars to ceaſe unto the end of the earth ;

he breaketh the bow and cutteth the ſpear in ſunder ;

he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be ſtill and

know that I am God ; I will be exalted among the

Heathen, I will be exalted in the earth . ” * The time

in which war is to ceaſe and God be exalted to the

ends of the earth is yet future.- “ All the ends of
the world ſhall remember and turn unto the Lord :

and all the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip be

fore thee . For the kingdom is the Lord's andhe is

governor among the nations.” + This is promiſed in

conſequence of the ſufferings of Chriſt which are

deſcribed in the firſt part of the pfalm . Under the

type of Solomon's proſperity, the kingdom of Chriſt

is thus deſcribed, " In his days fhall the righteous

flouriſh ; and abundance of peace ſo long as the
moon endureth . He ſhall have dominion alſo from

ſea to ſea , and from the river unto the ends of the

earth . They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow

before him, and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt. Yea

all kings ſhall bow down before him ; all nations

ſhall ſerve him .”

God was pleaſed to give to his ſervant Daniel, in

prophetic viſion, a deſcription of the ſtate of the

Churchand of the nations, from his own time to the

end of the world . His prophecies have aſtoniſhed

mankind, and given great trouble to diſbelievers, in

every age. Porphyry and other infidels, who lived

in the third and fourth centuries, obſerving his ex

actneſs in the deſcription of events, and in the com

putation of times expreſſed in propheticlanguage,

made a vain pretence, that the book of Daniel was

written after ſuch events had happened ; but hewas

then amply refuted , and the later fulfilment of his

predictions are a continued refutation .- Daniel lived,

and came to a great age, under the Babylonian mon

Pſalm xlvi. + Pſalm xxii. 27 , 28 . † Pſalm lxxii.

C
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archy, which was the firſt of the four great domin

ions, of which his prophecy ſpake; and was an actor

in very intereſting ſcenes, from about fix -hundred to

five-hundred forty years before Chriſt's birth. He

not only prophecied of Chriſt, but foretold, with

great exactneſs, the time of his incarnation and

death.
He announcedthe ſpeedy deſtruction of the

Babylonianempire, which was then in its glory ; the

riſe of the Medo -perſian dominion , and its deſtruc

tion before the Grecian or Macedonian . He fore

told the diviſion of the Macedonian, at the death of

Alexander, into four great kingdoms, and gave a

particular account of the bitter woes, by which they

puniſhed themſelves and deſtroyed mankind. He

alſo foretold the Roman empire which was to riſe, by

deſcribing its character, both in its Heathen and

Antichriſtian form ; its vaſt extenſion and long con

tinuance ; its wonderful policy and ſtrength ; its

oppreſſion of the rights and conſciences of men ; its

bitterneſs againſt the uncorrupted truths of Chriſti

anity and its bloody perſecutions ; its Papal idola

try ; and its modern diviſion into the principal ſtates

of Europe.---He limits the time of its continuance in

the Antichriſtian form , to a “ time, times, and the

half or dividing of time.” Three years and an half

in prophetic ; and counting a day for a year, twelve

hundred and fixty in common computation. After

this he ſays,“ the judgment ſhall ſit, and they ſhall

take away his dominion , to conſume and deſtroy it

to the end. " * Then he adds the promiſe, that the

kingdom of Chriſt ſhall fill the earth. “ I ſaw in the

night viſions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man

came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the

Ancient of days, and they brought him near before

him . And therewas given him dominion, and glory,

and a kingdom , that all people, nations and lan

guages, ſhould ſerve him ; his dominion is an ever

laſting dominion , which ſhall not paſs away , and his

* Daniel vii. 26.
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*

وو

kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed .-- And

thekingdom and dominion, and greatneſs of the

kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given to

the people of the ſaints of the Moſt High , whoſe

kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom , and all domin

ions ſhall ſerve and obey him.'

In the ſecond chapter of the ſame prophecy, the

four great dominions, which have been mentioned,

are in prophetic viſion reprefented by an image of

various compofition, which ſtood and proſpered

until “ a ſtone, which was cut out without hands,

fmote the image upon its feet, which were of iron

and clay, andbroke it in pieces. And the ſtonethat

ſmote the image became agreatmountain and filled

the earth. ” —The explanation of the viſion given by

the prophet is , that “ in the days of theſe kings,

ſhall the God of heaven ſet a kingdom that ſhall

never be deſtroyed : and the kingdom ſhall not be

left to other people, but it ſhall break in pieces and

conſume all thoſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand forev

er. ” —This univerſal dominion of Chriſtianity, ſhall

take place immediately on the ſubverſion of the Ro

man Antichriſt.

Since the beginning, the world hath been filled

in every part, with a ſucceſſion of worldly domin

ions, fome Heathen and fome Antichriſtian . They

have riſen in ſucceſſion and devoured each other.

Theſe, which reigned in parts of the earth, where

Godwas pleaſed to revealhimſelfandplace hisChurch ,

have been noticed in ſcripture hiſtory and prophecy,

and others, without theſe limits, were moſtly unno

ticed in the ſacred volume. The greateſt part of

theſe governments have been formedand executed

on the principles of pride and violence, and without

the fear of God the fovereign king. They have

been filled with the “ tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed,

and they had no comforter ; and on the ſide of their

* Daniel vii. 13 , 14. 27 .
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oppreſſors was power, but they had no comforter."

Theſe prophecies of Daniel promiſe us a time to

come, when the kingdom , and the dominion and

the greatneſs of the kingdom , under the whole heav

en, ſhall be given to the people of the ſaints of the

Moſt High . By this we do not wiſh to underſtand ,

that civil government, either in the legiſlative or ex

ecutive branches, ſhall be committed to the Church in

its ecclefiaftical capacity, for Chriſt's kingdom never

was and never will be of this world. But the mean

ing of the prophecy is, that men ſhall generally be

pious and ſincere profeſſors in the Church of Chriſt,

and by the direction of providence and the choice of

mankind, thoſe will be raiſed to the higheſt places

in civil truſt , who are eminent for their obedience to

the truth .-- Diſbelievers will loſe all their influence

in ſociety . Civil laws will be in conſiſtency with

Revelation . - The ſtate will encourage religion ; and

the prevalence of religion will diſpoſe thepeople to

maintain government, order, fubordination and juf

tice. This will be giving the kingdom and the great

neſs of the kingdom , to the people of the faints of

the MoſtHigh. Nothinglike this hath been general

in the world. Although it be the nature ofChrif

tianity to ameliorate the condition of mankind, and

ſpread peace, its bleſſed effects have been, in a great

meaſure, limited by the wicked pafſions of Men ;

and the Chriſtian name deſtitute of the reality , by

Antichriſtian perverſion , hath for ages, tormented

a large portion of the earth .

Of all the ancient prophets, Ifaiah writes in the

moit evangelical ſtrain . He gave the moſt clear de

ſcription of the humiliation of Chriſt, and his glo

ry which was to follow ; of the Chriſtian doctrines,

temper and practice ; and of the amplitude and blef

fedneſs of the Church. when all nations ſhould be

come obedient to the goſpel. In the ſecond chapter

of his prophecies, we find the following remarkable

deſcription, “ And it ſhall come to paſs in the latter

days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall
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C
be eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, and ſhall be

exalted above the hills, and all nations ſhall flow

unto it. And many people ſhall go and ſay, come

ye and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord , to

the houſe of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach

us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for

out of Zion ihall go forth the law, and the word of

the Lord from Jeruſalem . And he ſhall judge a

mong the nations and ſhall rebuke many people :and

they ſhall beat their ſwords into plow -ſhares andtheir

ſpears into pruning-hooks ; nation ſhall not lift up

ſword againſtnation, neither ſhall theylearnwar any

This is a promiſe, that all nations ſhall flow

to the houſe of the Lord, and the world be filled

with Chriſtian knowledge and peace. In the fourth

chapter of the prophecy of Micah is a ſimilar pre

diction. In the eleventh chapter of Iſaiah , where

there is a promiſe of the Redeemer, and a deſcrip

tion of his kingdom and its bleſſed effects on the

ſtate and moral character and conduct of men, the

promiſe ends in theſe wonderful words, “ For the

earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as

the waters cover the ſeas. " From the beginning of

the twenty-fourth chapter to the end of the twenty

ſixth, is a prophecy of the awful deſtructions, which

are to precede the peaceful ſtate of the Church,

interſperſed with promiſes of glory and peace and

univerſal knowledge, to ſucceed the execution of

divinejudgments, “ And in this mountain fhall the

Lord of Hoſts make unto all people a feaſt of fat

things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat things

full of marrow , of wines on the lees well refined.

And he will deſtroy in this mountain the face of the

covering caſt over all people, and the vail that is

ſpread over all nations.” _ " At that time they ſhall

call Jeruſalem the throne of the Lord, and all the

nations ſhall be gathered unto it , to the name of the

Lord to Jeruſalem , neither ſhall they walk any more

after the imagination of their evil heart. *

more.

* Jeremiah iii. 17 .
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In all the prophets of the Old Teſtament we find

ſimilar repreſentations, too numerous to be here

repeated , deſcribing the peace, the glory, the uni

verſal extent of theviſible Church and kingdom .

The qualities of this kingdom are deſcribed to be,

an high degree of knowledge ; abounding in the

ſervices of worſhip and praiſe ; purity of obedience

to the divine law ; delight in God, in his falvation,

and in his glory ; univerſal peace, ſo that war ſhall

be no more known ; a righteous government thro’

the earth, under which licentious men and diſbeliev .

ers ſhall not again diſturb mankind ; and a com

munion between all the tribes of men in a ſpiritual

and general happineſs. The extent of this king

domis, alſo, deſcribed by ſuch univerſal expreſſions

as the following ; all nations ; all people ; to the

ends of the earth ; all the ends of the earth ; all

fleſh together ; under the whole Heaven ; with

many othersmoſt ſignificant of a general ſpread of

the goſpel through the world.

Jesus Christrepreſented the ſame glorious truth

in a number of his parables, when deſcribing the

kingdom of God or the Chriſtian Church . This

wasthe fpecial deſign of the parables of the muf

tard ſeed and of the leaven whereby the whole lump

was leavened. He declared that his goſpel ſhould

be preached in all the world . His commiſſion to his

diſciples, and through them to his miniſters of the

following ages, was that they ſhould go and teach all

nations throughtheworld. The Apoſtle Paulproph

ecies , that the blindneſs which hath happened to

Ifrael muſt continue, until the period appointed for

the fulneſs of the Gentiles to come in.

The Apoſtle and prophet John, with whoſe Rev.

elations the ſacred canon is compleated, after he had,

in the language of prophecy, deſcribed the prece

ding periods, in the beginning of the twentieth chap

ter , ſays, “ And I ſaw an angel come down from

Heaven , having the key of thebottomleſs pit , and a
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great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the

dragon , that old ſerpent, which is the devil and fa

tan , and bound him a thouſand years, and caſt him

into the bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet a

ſeal upon him, that he ſhould deceive the nations no

more, till the thouſand years ſhould be fulfilled .”

After this binding ofſatan he deſcribes apeaceful and

glorious ſtate of the Church .-- Although there have

been great, extenſive and wonderful effects of the

goſpel, for many ages ; yet theſe and a multitude

ofſimilar promiſes have never been fulfilled. There

hath been no period of univerſal peace ; of a world

filled with divine knowledge and holineſs ; of free

dom from the errors and temptations of ſatan and

wicked men ; and of praiſe and obedience to God

through the earth. The accompliſhment is yet to

come, and there is more in the holy ſcriptures lead

ing us to expect it, than Chriſtians generallyſuppoſe,

who have not given themſelves to examine the ſub

ject. We therefore expect, on the groundof a

divine promiſe, that the goſpel and the Chriſtian

Churchſhall fill the earth , to the excluſion of Hea

then ignorance and of all falſe religion. Although

infidels may ſuppoſe, that a Chriſtian profeſſion and

the means of inſtruction will ſoon ceaſe from among

men , they have a deſperate and hopeleſs battle to

fight; they have all the glorious promiſes to fubvert ;

the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it , and his

power and
grace ſhall fulfil !

II. I SHALL endeavor to deſcribe, as maybe col

lected from the facred prophecies and the fulfilment

of them recorded in hiſtory, what appears to have

been -the ſcheme of divine counſel in this matter ;

what progreſs the goſpel ſhould make ; the hin

drances which ſhould arife ; and how and when the

promiſe ſhould be gloriouſly fulfilled .

The prophecies and the promiſes of God con

cerning the future ſtate of things in the world and
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in his Church, were deſignedly fo expreſſed, that

men ſhould not underſtand them minutely until they

were fulfilled ; and in ſome inſtances, they are una

ble to form any right apprehenſion of them, before

the accompliſhmentbegins. The general repreſent

ations given areſufficient to preſerve the hope and

patience of the Churchunder ſore trials, and to warn

the wicked, the atheiſtical and the apoitate, of the

dreadful judgments, with which, in due time, they

ſhallbe viſited ; while a more minute deſcription of

events and times would, on many accounts, have

been improper to be communicated to the world.

Some have attempted to ridicule the figurative

imagery, which is uſed in the prophetic diction ; but

hereby they ſhow their weakneſs as well as the diſbe

lief of their hearts. By the uſe of this figurative

imagery, the divine Spirit was enabled to give a gen

eral view of the ſtate and periods of things, without

diſcovering the particular men and nations, who

fhould be the actors under providence, and this, in

moſt inſtances , was not deſigned ; alſo to expreſs

many minute circumſtances, which ought not to be

previouſly known, in ſuch figures as might be ex

actly traced after the accompliſhment, thereby be

coming a mighty evidence for the truth of the holy

ſcriptures. Whoever juſtly conſiders the principal

deſign of the prophecies, and the difficulty there was

in deſcribing the great events of futurity, without

making adiſcovery of many things that hadbetter be

fecreted from theknowledge of men, until after the

fulfilment ; will ſee the infinite wiſdom of God in

adopting the figurative imagery of prophetic diction ,

and find herein an argument for the truth of divine

revelation .

It was clear to the firſt Chriſtians, that a future

ſtate of great proſperity to the Church was promiſed ;

but a ſufficient number ofevents had not happened ,

in the fulfilment of prophecy, to inſtruct themin the
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periods of times which were deſcribed , in pro

phetic language. Some expected that the thouſand

years of proſperity would commence foon ; while

others placed them, in expectation, at a greater diſ

tance. It was, alſo, clear to the ancient Chriſtians,

that an Antichriſt would ariſe, which ſhould be a

perfecuting power, and that he ſhould be awfully

deſtroyed by the brightneſs of the Redeemer's

{ piritual coming ; butwhen and where he ſhould

ariſe they formed no true apprehenſions. They

generally ſeemed to ſuppoſe Antichriſt would be

ſome external power, which rejected the Chriſtian

name, and they were ready to give this title to every

perſecuting prince or nation, which raged againſt the

truth for the ſhort ſeaſon of a ſingle life of man .

Least of all was there any general idea among

ancient Chriſtians, that Antichriſt would ariſe in the

veryboſom of the Church ; that the Catholic Church

itfelf would become Antichriſt ; that the miniſters

of a religion, which required humility, would put

themſelves in the place of God ; and that Chriſtian

temples would be filled with rites and images and

the worſhip of departed faints, but little different

from the pomp and ſuperſtition and demon worſhip

of Heatheniſm , which feemed to be dying before

Chriſtianity. The rolling away of eighteen centuries,

and the events which have happened, ſerve as a key

to unlock the myſtic page of prophecy. A great

part of the myſtery is fully unfolded by the events,

which have taken place in the earth. Other things

are happening by the moſt aſtoniſhing means; and

we fee a natural preparation for the accompliſhment

of things future , which are foretold ; and among

theſe, for the ſpread of the goſpel through the earth.

The plan of divine counſel reſpecting the oppofi

tion toChriſtianity, its ſpread , and its final triumph
and filling of the earth ; which was foretold in the

D
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prophetic page,may be ſeen in the four following

ſcenes, or ſucceſſive ſtates of things ; -the two firſt

of which have been fulfilled , according to the divine

prediction ; the third isnow fulfilling; for the fourth

a preparation is making, and it will ſoon take place.

1. The early ſtruggle which Chriſtianity had with

Jewiſh and Heathen oppoſition, and its ſucceſs and

final triumph by the deſtruction of thoſe oppoſing

powers.

I GAVE ſome account of this under the laſt branch

of diſcourſe. Chriſtianity appeared to obtain a fair

introduction, in every part of the old Roman empire;

and in the borders of feveral other nations, its allies

and tributaries , where the Roman laws were never

introduced. The early oppoſition of the Heathen

empire ; the perfecutions it effected ; and the divine

judgmentsbywhich itwas ſinking ,through the agen

cy of him , who ruleththe rebelling nations with a

rod of iron , and daſheth in pieces thoſe who oppoſe

him like a potters veſſel, are repreſented bythe open

ing of the fix firſt ſeals, in the ſixth chapter of

John's Revelation . — The opening of the ſixth ſeal,

by prophetic images, deſcribes the mighty concuſſion

there was in the empire at the fall of Heatheniſm .

The quaking of the earth is an emblem of great

commotion and war.-- The ſun, moon , ſtars and

viſible heavens, are emblematic of earthly powers

and thoſe who poſſeſs and execute them . Thus, the

wars of Conſtantine ; his victories and his ſuppref

(fion of all the perſecuting authorities, are repreſented

by an eclipſe of the whole firmament ofHeathen

power. The earth quaked ; the ſun became black

as fackcloth of hair ; the moon became as blood ;

the ſtars of heaven fell ; the heavens departed as a

ſcroll; every mountain and iſland were moved ;

the kings, the great men andthe rich men called on

the mountains and rocks, to fall and hide them from

the face of him who fitteth on the throne, and from
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the wrath of the Lamb. Thus awful and ſublime,

is the prophetic deſcription of God's judgments on

the empire, when Heatheniſm was ejectedfrom pow

er ; and the hiſtory of that period compares well

with the deſcription.

The judgments by which the ancient imperial

Roman power was ſtill further reduced, after it took

the name of Chriſtian and by which currupt Chrif

tians were puniſhed, are prophetically ſignified , by

the founding of the fix firſt trumpets, in theeighth

and ninth chapters of St. John's Revelation.-- In

this period the empire was wholly daſhed in pieces ;

and the Chriſtian Church, into which many corrup

tions in doctrine and practice were introduced, was

puniſhed by awful judgments.

The way was prepared for the

2d State of things, the riſe of Antichriſt.

A new ſpecies of oppreſſion aroſe, in many reſ

pects different from any thing which had preceded.

Civil pride and power , and eccleſiaſtical oppreſſion ,

ſuperſtition, avarice, hypocriſy and cruelty combined

to ſcourge mankind, to darken counſel and fill the

world with miſery. Thoſe, who were expecting an

Antichriſt from without the Church, become an An

tichriſt themſelves. They loſt the faith in its purity.

-They departed from the ſimplicity, the humility,

and the holineſs of Chriſtian practice, as they were

enjoined by Chriſt and his apoſtles. - The power
of

godlineſs was departed fromthe Church , which ſtill,

gloried in the name of Chriſtian and Catholic.-- The

clergy left their place of diligent and exemplary in

ſtructors in the houſe of Chriſt, and watchmen for

the ſouls of men , and comforters of the meek and

lowly brethren.- A hierarchy of various grades was

forming.-- Power and wealth and luxurious indul

gences were fought, inſtead of piety and a good

converſation .- At firſt general councils, and after

wards a Papal head claimed infallibility. The con



28 On the universal spread of the Gospel.",

1

ſciences of men were oppreſſed ; their right to be

lieve for themſelves was denied ; and the blood of

conſcientious martyrs began to flow . - The ſcrip

tures were denied to the people.The facred fathers

aſſumed the power of pardoning fins for money ;

and by this, with the diſpenſations which they grant

ed to commit the moſt horrid crimes, collected en.

ormous ſums from the miſguided people.-- Inſtitu

tions were every where founded, for both ſexes, un .

der the vows of celibacy, which became nurſeries of

impurity cloaked under the pretext of religion .--

Civil power was aſſimilated with pontifical holineſs.

-Allliberty , civil and religious was abrogated,and

kings, nations and a world enſlaved by the will of

wicked men, under the name of vicegerents of God

and of the meek and lowly Jeſus ! All this aroſe

within the bofom of the Church, and it was Anti

chriſt indeed , with more fearful features, than divine

prophecy itſelf had painted !-- This ſtate of things

began gradually ' to draw on in the ſixth century ;

and inthe feventh and eighth centuries the limbs of

the Antichriſtian beaſt manifeſtly diſplayed their

ſhape. In the twelfth , thirteenth and fourteenth

centuries, this tyranny, idolatry and blaſphemy were

at their heighth ; fortruth was obſcured ,and it was

the reign of crimes, Hiſtory gives ſuch information

concerning this period !

- "SUNDRY of the prophets predicted this apoſtacy

and its deſtručion . It is noticed in the ancient

prophecy of Daniel, chap. vii, under the imageof

the little horn , in which were eyes like the eyes of a

man , and a mouth ſpeaking great things , which he
defcribes, verfe 21 , " the ſame horn made war with

the ſaints, and prevailed againſt them .” — Verſe 25;

“ He ſhall ſpeak greatwords againſt theMoſt High,

and ſhall wear out the ſaintsofthe Moſt High, and

think to change times and laws : and they ſhall be

given into his hand until a time, and times and the

dividing of time. " -- This great fyftem of civil and
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religious oppreſſion is alſo noticed , in many other

places of the fame prophecy, whichit would be tedi

ous to mention on this occafion.

- The apoſtle Paul predicts the ſame apoſtacy . In

his firſt epiſtle to the Theſſalonian Church , he had

given a deſcription of the final day of judgment.

Some paſſages in this deſcription, they miſunder

ſtood, as an intimation of that daybeing near athand,

and to correct that miſtake, he tells them in the ſe

cond chapter of his ſecond epiſtle, not to be troubled :

and fhaken in mind on that account, becauſe great

events muſt take place in the world before thecon->

fummation of time. “Let no man deceive you by

any means : for that day ſhall not come, except

there come a falling away firſt, and that man of fin

be revealed, the ſon of perdition : Who oppoſeth

and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, or :

that is worſhipped ; ſo that he as God fitteth in the

temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God.

Whofe coming is after the working of fatan , with

all power and ſigns and lying wonders, and with all

deceivableneſs ofunrighteouſneſs in them that periſh ,

becauſe they receivednot the love of the truth thác

they might be ſaved. And for this cauſe God ſhall

ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they : ſhould believe

a lie : that they all might be damned who believed

not the truth , but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.”

Of thenature of this apoftacy he ſpeaketh further in

his firſt epiſtle to Timothy the fourth chapter.

“ Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the lat

ter times ſome ſhalldepart from the faith, giving heed

to feducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils ; ſpeaking

lies in hypocriſy ; having their conſciences ſeared

with a hot iron ; forbidding to marry and command

ing to abſtain from meats,which God created to be

received with thankſgiving of them which believe and

know the truth .” — Theſe paſſages are a very mark

ed deſcription of the Antichriſtian character, and

ſome of its errors and crimes. The apoſtle Peter,
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1

alſo , in the third chapter ofhis ſecond epiſtle, predicts

that in the laſt days, ſcoffers ſhall ariſe,walking after

their own luſts,and ſaying, where is the promiſe of

his coming ? Meaning men, who have no ſenſe of

moral obligation, ofa holy God and his juſt judg

ments on ſin . By the laſt and latter days, the pro

phets appear uniformly to mean the period of Anti

chriſtianapoſtacy, eſpecially its concluding ſcenes.

But the ſtate of things under the apoſtacy,is moſt

particularly deſcribed by the prophet John, in his

viſions, of the two witneſſes prophecying in fack

cloth 1260 days ; of the dragon perfecuting the wo

man , and driving her into thewilderneſs for the fame

time ; of a beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns ;

of a ſecond beaſt with two horns like a lamb, but

ſpeaking as a dragon ; and of an impure woman ,

ſetting upon a ſcarlet colored beaſt, full of names of

blafphemy, having ſeven heads and ten horns ; and

uponthewoman's forehead written , myſtery, Bab

ylon the great, the mother of harlots and abomina

tions of the earth . Thisis theſecond ſtate of things

deſcribed by prophecy, and it hath been accompliſh

ed, under thenameof Chriſtian , ſuch an idolatrous,

blafphemous and oppreſſive power over the proper.

ties , bodies and fouls of men háth ariſen and troub.

led the earth.

The period oftime aſſigned by the prophets Dan

iel and John, for the duration of this oppreſſive

power, is expreſſed three ways ; by a time, times

andthe dividing of time, or three years and an half ;

by forty -two months ; and by twelve hundred and

ſixty days. All theſe amount to the fame, and ta- ;

king a day fora year, which is themoſt common

prophetic meaſure, are twelve hundred and fixty

years . The great difficulty, in knowing when the

twelve hundred and ſixty years will expire, is to find

from what time we muſt begin to count.

preſſive ſyſtemgrew by a gradual acquiſition of pow

er and exerciſe of tyranny. Paul tells us even in

و

The op
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his time, “ For the myſtery of iniquity doth already

work , only he who now letteth , will let, until he be

taken out of the way, and then ſhall that wicked

one be revealed.* _ What let or hindered , was the

Roman empire in its Heathen form , which prohib

ited all power to Chriſtians. After the empire be

came Chriſtian, the myſtery of iniquity wasrapidly

working, as a preparation for the man of ſin to be

revealed. In view oftheprophecies, good men have

been divided in opinion ; ſome counting the 1260

years from the year of Chriſt, 606, when the Biſh

op ofRome aſſumed the name and was permitted to

exerciſe the power of univerſal Biſhop over the
whole Chriſtian Church . Others have counted

them from the year of Chriſt 756 , when the Biſhop
of Rome, by an inveſtiture of the Exarchate of Ra

venna, became a civil prince, in all reſpects independ

ent of any foreign power .-- Counting from 606, the

twelve hundred and fixty years will end in 1866.

Counting from 756, they will terminate in theyear

2016. - It is probable they ought not to be counted,

in all reſpects, from either of theſe or any other pe

riod. It will appear by examination, there hath

been , in a great number of inſtances, 1260 years

between events propitious to the riſe of Antichriſt,

and which furniſhed to him great acceſſionsof pow

er ; and other events, which were humbling and

bringing him low . His decay will be progreſſive as

his riſe . By uſurping the power of univerſal Biſhop

he became a complete tyrant over the Church, and

it is probable, that in twelve hundred and fixty years

from that time, or by the year 1866, the whole fyſ.

tem of religious oppreſſion and hereſy in doctrine,

and idolatryin practice, will be ſwept away by the

juſt and purifying judgments of God.

The acceſſion of temporal dominion, to the Biſh

op of Rome, opened a ſcene new andintereſting.

Thoſe who had before tyrannized over the Church,

* 2 Theſſalonians ii. 7 ,
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were now enabled to become tyrants among the na

tions. This union, of civil and ecclefiaftical power,

made them terrible to the ſurrounding kingdoms ;

and what could not be effected by civil negociation

was carried by pontifical anathemas.So long as

" princes poured their riches into the ecclefiaftical treaf

ury, the earthly head of the church aſſiſted them, to

bind heavier chains on their ſubjects ; and thus the

civil oppreffion on mankind was tenfold increaſed.

It is probable, that all civil inſtitutions of oppreſſion

will be removed by the providence of God , before

the year 2016, which completes the 1260 years,

counting from 756, when temporal dominion was
annexed to the Roman Church ,

This amelioration of the civil ſtate of mankind,

muſt be effected by the prevalence of a pure Chrif

tianity, and a holy morality , in the hearts and prac

tice of men ; forno other means are adequate to fo

great an effect. The latter day glory of the Church

is neceſſary for univerſal freedom in the nations.
As an Antichriſtian Church hath been an inſtrument

of oppreſſion ; ſq a Church formed on the princi

ples of our Redeemer, and practiſing on goſpel

precepts, is the only poſſible inſtrument ofgiving and
preſerving freedom among men. This the Church

will do, not by aſſuming any degree of civil power

into its own hands; but preparing men to act wiſely

and juftly, in the civil departments allotted to them.

Religion will prepare men to rule, to ordain wife

laws, and execute them faithfully when called to

high office. It will prepare them to obey , to be

friends of order and government, and act rightin

the place allotted them by divine providence.-- It will,

at once, baniſh oppreſſion and licentiouſneſs ; and

in this way, the Church of Chriſt is neceſſary for

the freedom of the nations, and to bring ſociety into

ſuch a ſtate that men can enjoy equal rights. Some.

beginning,of the millennial purity of the Church, in

doctrine , diſcipline, a-holy practice, and a fervent
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love of God and men, is neceſſary to baniſh all civ

il oppreſſion and eſtabliſh order thro' the earth .

To hear men philoſophiſing on ſyſtems of free

dom, and on the reign of natural and equal rights,

and at the ſame time, diſcarding the Chriſtian reli

gion, which contains all the moral principles and

duties, by which fociety can be united and made

orderly ; ſhows, that they are either deceitful above

all things, or deeply ignorant of the ſubjects they diſ

cuſs, and wholly unqualified to give an opinion.

Although the goſpel decides not thequeſtion of pre

ference, among the many forms of government in

the world ; yet it forbids all oppreſſion public and

private, in nations and in individuals ; and its prin

ciples tend to freedom , juſtice, benificence and or

der. If Chriſtianity werebaniſhed from the world

all hope of univerſal civil freedom would be loſt for

ever ; but there will be ſuch a day of freedom , and

Chriſtianity will be the means of its production .

PERHAPs it may be inquired, why did the wiſdom

of God permit füch a corruption of Chriſtianity,

and ſuch awful confequences, as have been deſcribed

in this diſcourſe, to ariſe in the world ?

To ſuch an inquiry it is certainly a true anſwer,

that his counſels are above human wiſdom , and he

can bring the greateſt good, temporal and eternal,

from the greateſt fins ofmen . But ſome ofthe rea

fons we may doubtleſs fee. , It hath been a high dif

play of the total depravity of men by nature , and a

much higher, in many reſpects, than was ever made

by their oppoſition to the ancient Jewiſh diſpen

fation. To ſee the Heathen world , all departing

from God ; ſerving their own luſts ; worſhiping the

hoſt of Heaven, ſtocks and ſtones, fourfooted beaſts

and creeping things ; and filling the earth with vio .

lence.-- To ſee the Jewiſh people, for many ages un

der the Mofaic economy, falling into idolatry and

every kind of error and vice, and kept in any kind
E

"
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oforder, only by the rod . — Toſee that nation oppo

ſing, blaſpheming and crucifying the meek and be

nevolent Jeſus, who came in conformity to the de

ſcriptions of their own prophets, and who did them

nothing but good ; and after God had by fpecial

revelations and miraculous powers imparted to his

fervants, which continued for a century of years ,

cauſed the goſpel to be planted in its purity, meek-,

neſs and holineſs, and Churches had been forned

and organized in many lands ; after myriads of

martyrs had died by Heathen hands to preſerve the

purity of faith and practice ; after men had beheld

thoſe perfecuting powers brought to awful ruin to

puniſh their cruel impiety ; after all theſe things,

to ſee the Chriſtian Church falling into idolatry ,

blaſphemy, and civil and religious oppreſſion, and

even its miniſters aſſuming the powers and preroga

tives of God, and placing crimes on ſale , was cer

tainly the higheſt diſplay of the nature of ſin , that

hath ever been made in the world. It ſhows , that

a ſinful heart is always diſpoſed to rebel and depart

from God ; and that neither the terrors of the law ,

nor the compaſſions of redeeming love will renew

the foul in holineſs.It ſhows that a diſpenſation of

grace, which is moſt glorious for God and beneficial

to the world , is not too facred to be profaned by fin

ful men - It proves the influences of the Spirit to

be neceſſary for renewing the heart, in a loveof the

Lord and his holy inſtitutions ; and that the regal

power of Jeſus Chriſt is as much needed, to preſerve

the Church from deſtruction by its own corruptions ;

as to reſtrain the violence of its external enemies.

3. The next ſtate of things, which is the ſubject

of prophecy, is the deſtruction of that Antichriſtian

apoſtacy, of which the riſe and continuance havé

already been deſcribed.

This is repreſented in the prophecies of John, by

the pouring out on men , in this kingdom and feat
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of the beaſt, feven vials or cups of the wrath of God,

containing the ſeven laſt plagues; and by the fall of

Babylon , with the awful circumſtances of commo

tion, miſery, ſpoil and ruin attending it . We find

this deſcribed from the fifteenth to the nineteenth

chapter of his Revelation. Babylon is the fame

Antichriſt, and it hath been a long time falling. It

is probable we are now at the concluſion of the ſixth

vial or cup , and beginning of the ſeventh . By in

teſtine commotion and bloody wars, ariſing from

their own pride and avarice ; and by divers other

judgments, the Antichriſtian nations had been forely

fcourged before the year 1500.500. Soon after this , it

indeed appeared that the king in Zion was ariſing

to puniſhapoſtacy, accordingto his folemn predic

tions, and to reſtore to the Church fome degree of

primitive truth , evangelical piety , and fimplicity and

holy fervor in worſhip and practice.

In the beginning of the fixteenth century, the

Proteſtant reformation began. The patience of the

oppreſſed people was exhauſted, and God raiſed up

faithful miniſters to expoſe the corruptions of the

times and of the Church, and cloathed them with for

titude to meet the thunders and the tortures of Ro

man and Papal tyranny. Several nations revolted

from the yoke. Sundry kings and princes broke

the fetters with which the pretended vicars ofheaven

had bound them. A new light ſeemed to break

forth on men , teaching them how far they had been

led, and how ſervilely they had been held, by the

ſelf -originated powers of a blaſphemous apoſtacy.

Dreadful wars and cruel perſecutions ſucceeded ; but

in the end, through a large and reſpectable part

of Europe, the tyranny over conſcience and good

morals was greatly. broken, and the ſtate of men

ameliorated. The proteſtant and reformed Churches,

obtained a large eſtabliſhment; ſome features of the

genuine religion of Chriſt began to appear ; and

thoſe, who ſtill adhered to the kingdom of the beaſt,

gnawed their tongues for pain .-- Theſe events were
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predicted, by the running of the fifth cup of divine

wrath on the ſeat of the beaſt, whereby his kingdom

was filled with darkneſs. From that time down to

the preſent, the general train of events in the politi

cal world, hath beendrying up the myſtical Euphra

tes, or diminiſhing the power wealth and influence

of the Antichriſtian Babylon. Rome has become

an inſignificant name, and ſcarcely is a thunder left

in her vatican. The old inſtitutions of error and

oppreſſion are vaniſhing, faſt as the nature of things

permits ; and the preſent quaking of Europe, to

gether with all places which have, either proximity

or intimate relations with it , is a ſignal that the bat

tle of the great day of God Almighty is begun ,

which will not end, ụntil the world is purged of

whatever is offenſive to the pure, holy , humble and

fervent religion of Jeſus Chriſt.

In this purgation infinite wiſdom is making great

uſe of infidelity ; but let not infidels glory in this, as

any evidence of their own rectitude, or that their

character is pleaſing in the fight of the Lord. Let

them not hence think, that they are not themſelves

a part, even of the moſt diſtorted limb of the beaſt
i

á horn, which ſpeaketh againſt God more ſtoutly
than

any
of its fellows, or any before

it, prepared by an avenging providence to deſtroy

the beaſt, which had two horns like a lamb but

ſpoke like a dragon. Infidelity is the laſt ſtage of

apoſtacy, commiſſioned to eat the fleſh and burn the

body of the idolatrous ſyſtem , which had gone before
it. Paul's deſcriptionof the man of fin, evidently

points out the modern atheiſtical principles, “ Who

oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is cal

led God, or that is worſhipped ; ſo that he as God ſit

teth in the temple of God, ſhowing himſelf that he

is God.” — The laſt part of this deſcription, “ſo that

he as God, fitteth in the temple of God, ſhowing

hmſelf that he is God , " may fairly apply to the Ro

man Church, in the adoration offered to the love

that have
gone
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reign pontiff, and in the claimof power to pardon

fin , which is the prerogative of God only . This is

as God fitting in the temple of God. But the firſt

part of the deſcription, “ Who oppoſeth and exalt

eth himſelf above all that is called God or that is

worſhipped ,” is peculiarly applicable to the princi

ples of atheiſm , which deny all moral obligation,

the ſpiritual exiſtence and perfections of Deity, and

all worſhip whatever. Let not infidels glory be

cauſe they are permitted to be deſtroyers. They

are raiſed up by the wrath of God, and their office

is not to comfort, but to defolate and puniſh a wick.

ed world. Let not men of looſe principles, who

are unfriendly to vital and experimental piety, and

to order and juſtice, think that either God or wiſdom

or nature are on their ſide. Let them not ſuppoſe

that the holy Bible is going into obſcurity ; for by

a fulfilmentof the divine threatnings, it is now be

coming more than ever conſpicuous and venerable.

Let them not thinkthat the king in Zion hath for

faken his Church , becauſe he is purifying it, and

puniſhing an apoſtate Antichriſt. Let them not

think, that in afew years, a goſpel profeſſion, Chriſ

tian Churches and teachers will ceaſe ; for they

ought rather to know , that God is making prepara

tion for more abundant inſtruction , more frequent,

more pure and ſpiritual ſeaſons of worſhip, and for

the more general influence of that kind of religion,

which gives the greateſt offence to all impenitent

hearts.

4th. The fourth period or ſtate of things, of

which prophecy ſpeaks, is the general ſpread of the

goſpel to the excluſion of Heathen ignorance and

falſe religion from the earth ; when the world ſhall

be filledwith the knowledge of the Lord as the wa

ters cover the ſeas. The ſcripturalproof of ſuch a

day I have already adduced, and therefore proceed

to the next general branch of diſcourſe.
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III. To ſhow by a view of the preſent ſtate of

mankind and of nations, that there is an amazing

natural preparation, for a fulfilment of the glorious

promiſe, and that it is near at hand.

We are not to expect any miraculous preparation

for this event. It will be made in the natural order

and courſe of things, and by natural means of ex

tenſive operation. The natural preparation for

ſuch an eventmult, principally, conſiſt in two things.

Firſt, unfettering the human mind from ſuperſtition,

and from the power of religious oppreſſion ; and

ſecondly, the general ſpread of doctrinal knowledge

through the earth.

It is very evident, that in moſt lands, where there

is any degree of civilization, the human mind is in a

great meaſure unfettered from the power of ſuper

ſtition.-- This is doneby an increaſedcommunication

between men, and the advance of human fcience.

This appears to be the caſe, by the advance of a free

and friendly toleration between theſeveral denomina

tions of Chriſtians, which never takes place under

the reign of ſuperſtition. It, alſo, appears from the

abounding of infidelity, and the moſt looſe , unrea

ſonable and impious ſentiments concerning the moſt

ſacred things. People of piety, when free from ſu

perſtition, are governed by principle ; they love or

der and juſtice both public and private; are willing
to allow to God and the Redeemer their juſt rights ;

and to keep the divine word and inſtitutions. But

when men of evil hearts , great pride, and little ſound

knowledge, are looſened from ſuperſtition, they have

no moral principles to govern them ; and they run

into infidelity and ſtrange notions concerning the juf

tice and mercy which govern a univerſe ; concern

ing God himſelf ; concerning, nature, reaſon, and

the creature's uncontrouled right to direct his own

moral ſentiments and practice ; and concerning ſin ,

or rather the impoſſibility that their ſhould be any

ſuch thing as ſin in rational creatures , whom they
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ſuppoſe capable of infinite perfectability, without

thedirection of divine wiſdom and ſolelyby the for

tuitous concourſe of material atoms. Such perſons,

judging from their own licentious deſires and feel

ings, imagine that Chriſtianity, its holy laws, its

organs of inſtruction and government are about to

ceaſe from the world. The abounding of theſe

things ſhows that the reign of ſuperſtition, which is

a great impediment to rational religion, is in a meaf

ure ceaſing ; and tho’infidelity may ſpeak with tri

umph for a moment, proves that there is a natural

preparation of the human mind, for the goſpel to

ſpread through the earth .

FARTHER , it is alſo evident, that thoſe oppreſſive

powers, which tied up the faith and perſecuted the

conſciences of men , are expiring by the juſt judg

ments of God and a growing acquaintance with hu

man rights. Dreadful will be the battle, bitter the

revolutions, tyrant will follow tyrant, for a ſeaſon ,

under a pretext of friendſhip for human freedom ;

but through the direction of infinite wiſdom , the pe

riod will terminate in the expulſion of civil and reli

gious oppreſſion on the one hand ; and of Atheiſm ,

infidelity and a diſpoſition to anarchize on the other.

SECONDLY, There is an amazing preparation to

ſpread a doctrinal knowledge of the goſpel through
the world .

We may learn this at once by looking onthechar

acter and ſtate of the nations . The greateſt difficul

ties in chriſtianizingmen, are to gainacceſs to them,

and to plant the beginnings of goſpel knowledge and

doctrine. Let us ſurvey the ſeveral quarters of the

world. Chriſtianity is known through the whole of

Europe ; and when the remains of Antichriſtian

apoſtacy are conſumed, which God is now doing,

by inſtruments prepared to go anylengths, that the

moſt awful vindictive juſtice will permit,the religion

of Chriſt will be left in its doctrinal purity. Thro '
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all the north of Aſia, Ruſſian conqueſt and colonia

zation is planting the principles of theGreekChurch ;

and through a large part of its fouthern ſhores and

the great iſlands on its coaſt, are colonies from Chrif

tian nations. Through the vaſt Ottoman Empire,

which is ſituate in theheartof the old world, ſpread

ing into Europe, Aſia and Africa, are innumerable

Chriſtians of the Greek communion. By oppreſſion

and poverty, for ſeveral ages, theſe Chriſtians have

been almoſt wholly unnoticed . When that empire,

which is now benumbed with the lethargy of ap

proaching death, comes to its end without being

helped by any man, as it directly will, a multitude

of little collections of Chriſtians,will be found plan

ted in every part of it, who will come into immedi

ate union with their brethren in other lands . The

ſcience which fled from them before the Ottoman

conqueſt, to enlighten the weſtern and northern

parts of Europe, and prepare the way for the prot

eſtant reformation ; after the Turkiſh power is dif

folved , will return back to them with modern im

provements, to wake them from the imbecilityand

ſuperſtition, into which they have been funk by a

moſt ſevere deſpotiſm . Through the ſhores of Af

rica are colonies from Chriſtian nations , a natural

preparation ofprovidence to communicate the goſpel,

among the numerous tribes, with which the interior

of that great quarter of the world is populated. In

all the eaſtern ſhores of America, from north to

ſouth , Chriſtianity is planted ; and that tide of

men, which is rolling weſtward, with an unparralleled

velocity of population , long before the preſent cen

tury is finiſhed, will carry the goſpel of Chriſt acroſs

to the Pacific ocean and the eaſtern ſhores of Afia .

Enterprize, commerce and navigation are in the

hands of thoſe, who, if they have any religion are

Chriſtians. Science, which is favorable to Chrif

tianity, is diffuſing every where. One prophetic de

fcription of this time is “ many ſhall run to and fro

and knowledge ſhall be increaſed . " The pious, in
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all the Chriſtian nations, in a manner unexampled

before, have recently awoke to a ſenſe of their obli

gation, to tranſmit the goſpel to their Heathen fel

low -creatures. Even the conſiderate part of the

Jews are looking with wonder on the ſcene. Thus

the kingof Zion is ſpreading a natural preparation

aroundthe world to have his goſpel become univer

ſal ! Yet infidels, in their blindneſs, think that

Chriſtianity is near the moment of its extinction !

The Lord of all the earth is working unſeen by them.

Think not, my readers, that I ſuppoſe the whole

world of mankind is become Chriſtian at once, for

it is far different from this . The world is yet filled

principally with wicked men and with error ; but

Chriſt is preparing to have it otherwiſe. When we

view this natural preparation in connection with the

divine promiſes, we may, without an imaginary

faith , believe, that within two centuries from this

time, there will be a favorable change in the ſtate of

mankind and the Church, that in many reſpectswill

ſurpaſs all preſent apprehenſion. When he hath

puniſhed and purified an apoſtate Church by his judg.

ments and prepared the ſtate of the nations ; accord

ing to his promiſe he will pourout his Spirit on them ,

who have a doctrinal knowledge, exciting their moſt

zealous endeavors to make this knowledge univerſal ;

the events of providence will be propitious to the

ſpread of truth, andChriſtianity will be ſpread over

the face of the whole earth, in a manner, ſudden

beyond the conjecture ofmen. It is the way of in

finite wiſdom , to have a long continued, and pre

vious preparation for great events whichis unſeen by

men. Revolutions, which fill our minds with deep

ſurpriſe at the moment of execution, on being

coolly reviewed, are ſeen to be the conſequence of

a thouſand operating cauſes, which were wholly un

noticed, before the event broke from the womb of

providence upon an aſtoniſhed world . When the

general ſtate of things is prepared, and circumſtan

F
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ces are propitious, a few inſtruments, formed and

raiſed by divine providence, are able to take hold of

the public feelings, and impel men to exertions and

to changesinthe political and moral ſtate of things,

which would have been thought incredible.incredible. And

when we conſider the promiſe, that the ſpirit of the

Lord ſhall deſcend like floods of water on a dry and

parched ground; let us not think the fulfilment of

the prediction improbable. By the breath of his

noſtrils, the Lord can conſumethe wicked ; or by

the power of his grace he can make them his friends,

cloath them with zeal to act and fortitude to en

dure, in the ſervice and patience of his kingdom .

Let us hail the beginning of a century, which

will do more to prepare for the glory of the latter

days, than any which have preceded.

The probable events ofthis century are, acom

plete population, and the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſ.

tian religion, in every part of America.The con .

tinuance of the commotions, which are exhauſting

Europe, until all the remains of Antichriſtian apol

tacy are conſumed, and the inſtitutions of civil and

religious oppreſſion deſtroyed ; and we may hope,

that before the concluſion of the century, the

Church of Chriſt will be renovated, in that part of

the world, in the purity, fimplicity, humility and

holyzeal of the goſpel.The Ottoman Empire will

be diffolved and the goſpel appear to be riſing in

purity and influence, in all thoſe lands, which were

oncethe chief theatre of Chriſtian action ; but for

ages, have been held in the chains of Mahometan

ignorance and ferocity. - The eyes of the Jews, will

begin to open on the madneſs of their infidelity, in

rejecting their own Jeſus ; and providence will pre
pare the way, for their collection in the land once

poſſeſſed by their fathers ; for ſuch an event is plain

ly foretold in the prophets.-- Accompanying thoſe

1
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events, the greater powers of Aſia, which now im

pede the goſpel progreſs, will through ſome means

now unforeſeen by us, be fo broken and changed,

that they will no longer ſtop the progreſs of Chrif.

tian knowledge.

!”

“ The commotion and earthquake of the nations

will be great, ſuch as wasnotſince men were on

the earth , fo mighty an earthquake and fo great

From the cruelties of men, the faithleſs ambition of

nations, and the violent efforts of infidelity and hea

theniſm , there will be great diſtreſs on the earth ;

and it will appear , that fatan hath great wrath, be

cauſe he knoweth that the time is ſhort before his

binding ; but we may hope, that in thoſe places

where the preparation is neareſt compleated, a ſtand

ard will be fet up by the Spirit of the Lord againſt

the enemy, and thattherewill be joyful refreſhings

from his preſence. That his people will be waked

up to cometo the help of Zion, and to pray for its

increaſe ; that many ſinners will be awakened and

converted ; divine knowledge increaſe ; the com

munion between different denominations of Chriſ

tians be enlarged ; and a ſpirit of humble Godlineſs

prevail more and more among profeffors of the truth.

Before I conclude this ſubject, I ought to advert

to one part ofthe pſalm , which contains national

inſtruction to all people under Heaven. " Be wiſe

now , therefore , O ye kings, be inſtructed ye judges
of the earth . Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice

with trembling. Kiſs the Son, left he be angry and

ye periſh fromthe way, when his wrath is kindled

buta little.” If there be any governments in the

earth , which defpife Chriſt and his ſcriptures ; let

them fear the rod of iron that is in his hand, for he

will ſurely remember and humble them. If there be

any nation or parts of nations, who wiſh to throw

off his yoke and the ſpirituality of religion ; let them
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remember they muſt have a part inthe cup of his

anger. The preſent is not like other times ; for

the king of Zion hath ariſen to make a full end of

all the powers that oppoſe him ; to judge the na

tions of the earth ; and the nation that will not ſerve

him , ſhall be daſhed in pieces, like a veſſel that is

marred in the hands of the potter.

The extent of Babylon, that is devoted to drink

the cup of divine wrath, may be much greater than

many ſuppoſe . - The ſeat of the beaſt is in many

reſpects different from his kingdom . The influence

and vices of his kingdom , are far ſpread from the

place where he aroſeand hath exerciſed chief power.

They have traverſed oceans and planted themfelves

in remote regions ; but whereverthey have gone,

the jealouſy of the Lord will find them out and

exccute the woe. In the eighteenth chapter of St:

John's Revelation, there is an enumeration of the

merchandiſe of Babylon, which ends with theſe

two remarkable articles , “ and flaves and the ſouls

of men . ” — Let men of all nations and places inquire,

whether, if the merchandiſe of Babylon be found

with them, they are not parts of that body, which

is to be given to the burning flame of revolution ?

Whether they do not fee among themſelves, the

growth of principles, which tend to anarchize the

multitude, and to put daggers for ſpillingtheir own

and their children's blood , into the hands of men

fiercely awaking from the moſt oppreſſive bondage.

Wherever the practice of flavery exiſts, there is a

natural preparation to execute the threatenings of
God on thoſe, who deal in " flaves and the ſouls of

men . ” Eipecially this appears to be the caſe, where

that kind of infidelity is introducing itſelf, which juf
tifies any means, however immoral, to obtain an end,

which is ſuppoſed to be right. Theſe dealers in the

merchandiſe ofBabylon are doubtleſs guilty and wor

thy of divine puniſhment;,and it is ſurpriſing, how
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a holy God is permitting many of them, to fall into

principles, which being diffeminated among thoſe

whom they have oppreſſed , are fpeedily to wake up

the vengeance of injured millions. Gracious heaven,

if poſſible avert the ſcene ; nevertheleſs thy will muſt

be done, and if the parents muſt expiate their fin , let

the babes and children be ſparedof thy ſovereign

mercy ! He that hath an ear let him hear !

رو

Let infidels and the irreligious of every deſcrip

tion remember, that a full warning is given in the

word of God ; and that although they reject the

warning, they muſt meet the execution. They have

enteredinto a vain conteſt with the King of kings,

and there cannot be a higher proof of their eventual

deſtruction than this, “ the mouth of the Lord hath

ſpoken it.” If ſuch have no care for themſelves,

ſtill let them have compaſſion on their offspring.

“ The Lord our God is a jealous God, viſiting the

iniquities of the father upon the children unto the

third and fourth generation of them that hate him .”

There is great reaſon to believe, that the offspring of

thoſe, who reject Chriſt and his word, however fair

and blooming their preſent proſpects may be, ſhall

all be cut off before the day of millennial glory, and

when that bleſſed time commences they will be

written childleſs.

Les profeſſing Chriſtians, who are in a ſtate of

coldneſsand backſliding, remember there is the ſame

danger for their poſterity. If through their failure

in duty, theirown children grow up in impiety and

fail of eternal life ; there is reaſon to fear all their

offspring will be cut off before the millennial peace
of the Church on earth. The arrows in the quiver

of the Lord are many, and he can execute his

judgments !

Let all the humble and holy wait for the com

ing of the Lord in his earthly kingdom ; let them
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ceaſe not to pray, that Zion may become a praiſe in

the whole earth. Bleſſed are all they that truſt in

the Lord and keep his commandments. THE SPI

RIT AND THE BRIDE SAY COME. HE WHOSE

TESTIMONY IS THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, SAITH,

SURELY I COME QUICKLY : AMEN. Even so

COME LORD JESUS : AMEN.
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