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ON THE UNIVERSAL SPREAD OF THE
' GOSPEL.

PSALM li. I—~12.

Whur do the heathen rage, and ihe people imagine a vain thing 2~
The kings of the carth fet themfelves, and the rulers take counfel
together againft the Lord, and againft his anointed, faying,— Let
us break their bands afunder, and caft away their cords from
us.—He that fitteth in the heavens fball laugh : the Lord fball
bave them in derifion.—T hen fball be [peak unto them in bis wrath,
and wex them in bis fore difpleafure~1et have I fet- my King
upon my. boly hill of Ziow~1 aill declare the decree : the Lord
bath faid unto me, Thou art my Son ; this day have T begosten
thee.—Afk of me, and I fball give thee the heathen for thine in-
heritance, and the uttermoft parts of the carth for thy poffeffion.—
Thou fbalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou fbalt daflr them
in picces like a potters veffel.—Be wvife now, thercfore, O ye kings
be inflruded, ye judges of the earth—Serve the- Lord with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.—Kifs the Son, left be be angry, and
ye perifb from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a listle.

" Bleffed ave all they that put their truft in bim.

THE paffing of ages continually brings into more
clear view truth which is interefting to divine glory
and to the Church of Chrift. It unfolds many coun-
fels of God, which were hid in his infinite and eter-
nal wifdom, until declared by the event. It explains
many prophecies, which were but imperfeétly under-

Nogs.—The extreme cold of the day, occafioned fome parts

of the following difcourfe to be omitted in the delivery, which are
now committed to the prefs. :
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ﬁoodgy thofe, who have given the moft painful and
prayerful attention to know the things, which were
fpoken by the ancient prophets, and placed on divine
record, that their fulfilment might be a growing evi-
dence for the truth of the fcriptures ; and a ftanding
confolation to the chiidren of God, under the trials
they muft meet from the enemies of religion.—It is
a great fupport to pious believers, to fee the truth of
God in the fulfilment of his own word ; and to ob-
ferve how he is progreffively enlarging his kingdom,
difplaying his character, and preparing the way for
a glorious ftate of his Church on earth, as well as
for its final confummation in glory.—The conclufion
of the greater divifions, by which men have marked
the fucceflion of time, that they might be able to
compute its lapfe, naturally calls our attention to
the things which have taken place ; and awakes up
our curiofity to enquire into thofe which are foon
to come. -

THE commencement of a new century, is fuch an
event as we never faw before and fhall never fee again.
It is an_event which not a fourth part of mankind,
who are born into the world, do ever fee ; and being
fuch, it is calculated to excite many ferious and in-
terefting refleCtions on the. departure of time; on
our gradual but fteady approach to the confumma-
tion of all earthly things, when the whole that have
lived, or fhall hive hereafter, will be embofomed in
eternity ; on the progrefs of natural and moral fci-
ence in the period of a century ; on the revolutions
that have happened in nations, which are moft
wonderfully conformable to the predittions of the
holy prophets ; and on the paft, prefent and future
ftate of the Chriftian Church. On each of -thefe

- topics, much might be thought and faid, that is . in-.
terefting to the caufe of morality and human happi-
nefs.—But I fhall confine myfelf to the laft thing
which was mentioned, fome remarks on the paft, the
prefent, and future ftate of the Chriftian Church.
If the prefent ftate of things among the nations, and
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the changes that have happened in the paft century,
are a train of events, that do, in a moft aftonithing
degree, prepare for the fulfilment of the divine prom-
ife, that the kingdom of Chrift fhall fill the world ;
and if viewed on a large fcale, they have a moft pro-
pitious afpect for the gofpel, then furely pious minds
will rejoice ; and as furely infidels ought to tremble
for themfelves, and for the vain conteft in which
they are engaged with the king in Zion.

I THE rather introduce fuch a fubject at this time,
from knowing that many, who think lightly of the
Chriftian religion and fcriptures,” have been dif-
poled to exult in their own folly, from thinking the
alpe&s of Chriftianity are altogether gloomy.—Some
have gone {o far into this idea, as to reveal their per-
fuafion, that after a few years more, a Chriftian
profeflion, Chriftian Churches, and Chriftian teach-
ers will be wholly difcarded in the world. In this
they may fpeak as they deludedly think, nor fhall I
difpute that the thoughts are pleafant to them ; but
fuch an iffue of things is contrary to probability, judg-
ing from the events of the paft century and the ex-
. ifting ftate of things in the world. Although there
is a_great want of piety and much corruption in the
profefling Church, and many infidels are intermin-
gled with Chriftian believers, and alfo a great part of
the world is ftill under the darknefs of heathenifin;
yet thofe who believe the word of God, and are
accuftomed to confider the operation of things in the
divine “government, fee much to confole them, and
to raife their expectations of an approaching blefled
day in the Church and in the whole world. In
thofe very events, which infidels fuppofe to be their
ftrength, and which make them fo fanguine that the
defire of their hearts is {oon to be fatisfied ; the ob-
ferving and humble Chriftian finds evidence that
his Redeemer is on the throne; that he is giving
up his enemies to be their own deftroyers ; and that
the more calamities abound in the earth, at this pe-
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riod, the nearer is the glorious coming of the peaceful
kingdom of order, truth and righteoufnefs.—Thus,
the faith of Chriftians is upheld in a period of great
difficulties, which was one chief reafon, that a reve-
lation of future events was given to the Church.
Obferving a natural preparation for the fulfilment
of the promifes promotes the fpirit of prayer; and
animates them, in the ufe of means, to fpread the
gofpel of Jefus to the uttermoft ends of the earth.

BuT while the friends of Chriftianity are enabled
to difcover the prophetic figns of the times, there is
every reafon to fuppofe, that the eyes of its enemies
will be clofed. Infidels, and thofe who rejett pietlr,
will not fee what God is doing in the earth. .While
he is ufing them as inftruments in his hand, to fulfil
his word and deftroy.each other, intent on their own
purpofes, they will think they are profpered. While
in a feries of revolutions, in the old world, he is
fcourging licentioufnefs by its own devices, and
breaking down the ancient governments of oppref-
{ion, by thofe who hate all law and order, he is pre-
paring the way for a ftate of things, in which licen-
tious men will have no influence ; government will
be eftablithed on the firm bafe of moral virtue and
religion ; and law and righteoufnefs and fubordina-
tion will be more firmly eftablithed in the earth, than
ever before.—While heis purifying a corrupt Church
by judgments ; he is fo far from forfaking the gof-
pel of his Son, that this is the diret means to give
it the greateft influence in the world; fo that his
Church may become fair as the fun, clear as the
moon, and terrible as an army with banners, to all
licentious people.

~ Aww this is fealed from the knowledge of the
enemies of God. Their unholy minds cannot fee
the beauty of holinefs and of moral order and fubor-
dination ; fo that it doth not appear defirable to
them, that the Governor of the univerfe fhould pro-
duce fuch aftate of things. They cannot bear the
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apprehenfion of a God, who will bear down their
lufts and paffions.—As they reje& his word, they
have not the evidence of the prophecies and divine
promifes to diret their opinions. They have no
conception of the nature, reality and power of god-
linefs in the heart.  As their whole delight is in the
indulgence of fenfuality and pride, if they have pow-
er in their hands, they are wholly abforbed in the
purfuits of fenfual gratification, and never refle¢t on
the infinite fountain of natural and moral perfetion.
If they are deftitute of power, they ftill conjeGture
how they fhould conduét if they. poflefled it ; and
fuppofe that thofe, who foertunately attajn it, will fee
 the fame defirablenefs in vice and impiety which is

difcovered by themfelves.—Such is the blindnefs of
thefe perfons, that they cannot fee their own faces in
- the glafs of defcription. With fuch a ftate of the
heart as they poflefs, and denying the word of God,
it is not poffible they thould fee the moral figns of
the times, and difcern the overruling influence of
God, in executing his promifes and threatenings.
They will not know themfelves to be both the inftru-
ments and the fufferers of divine vengeance. Itis
an old remark ¢ that God permits thofe to be infat-
uated and blinded, whom he wills to deftroy.”” This
hath always been true of particular finners, finful na-
tions, and finful Churches ; and the previous remarks
thow why it is the cafe. It hath been thus with all the
great civil and religious fyftems of impiety and op-
preflion, which the holy providence of God hath
brought to ruin, in the paft ages of the world ; and it
will continue fo, until the earth is purified according
to the promife.

It is therefore, no evidence, againft the truth of
what is predicted on the ground of divine teftimony,
that it is ridiculed by difbelievers. Their blindnefs
and ridicule muft be expetted ; but let not Chriftians
‘be blind alfo ; let not thofe for whofe confolation
‘God hath revealed the feafons be indifferent ; let net

B
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thofe, who are daily praying that Chrift would
come in the glory of his kingdom here on earth,
ceafe to fearch the holy word, and to mark the figns
in providence that their prayer is heard, and their
Lord hath arifen from his place, and is going through
the earth to overthrow and beat down, until he hath
prepared a glorious place for his throne.

* THe time of our Saviour’s appearance on earth
was moft eventful in the fulfilment of ancient pro-
phecies ; but it was not feen by his enemies, and on
this fubjet. he thus reproved them, ¢ O ye hypo-
crites, yecan difcern the face of the fky; but ye
cannot difcern the figns of the times !” IZ’Ie confid-
ered their ignorance of a plain fulfilment of ancient
prophecies, as an evidence of great impiety. And
we may obferve, that it was the Sadducees, who
were the infidels of that age; whom he thus reprov-
. ed, which fhows how blind they were to the great
work which God was doing. Let not Chriftians be

ilty of a fimilar impiety, at a time the moft event-

in the fulfilment of ancient prophecy, of any fince
our Redeemer’s appearance on earth.

WHILE it is faid, that there is an evident natural
preparation, for a general fpread of the gofpel
through the world, it is not meant, that Chriftianity
hath not many evils and much, oppofition to meet ;
nor that its profeffors will not be tried and punithed
for their lukewarmnefs, and perhaps in {fome in-
ftances, be perfecuted for the gofpel’s fake. But:
true Chriftians will not by this be terrified and turn-
ed away from the faith, for they are the followers of
a Saviour who fuffered ; and it appears to have been
the defign of infinite wifdom, that during the humil-
iated ftate of the Church, his followers fhould through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of heaven.
As their Redeemer gives them grace to live; fo
they humbly hope, that if called to fuch an event,
he will furnifh ftrength to die triumphantly, in what-

-




On the universal spread of the Gospel. 11
ever manner, and at whatever time, his wif{dom fees
will moft promote the caufe of truth,—The raifed
€xpeQtations of irreligious men, that Chriftianity is
on the wane, do not decide the point; neither do
they difprove what I have faid, that the general ftate
of things in the world exhibits a wonderful natural
preparation, for the fulfilment of holy prophecy, that
the gofpel of Chrift fhall become umiverfal, and that
meafuring time on the large fcale of centuries, the
period is very near.

In bringing this fubjet before you, I fhall,

I. MeNTION fundry divine promifes, that in due
time, the gofpel and the Chriftian Church fhall fill
the world, to the exclufion of Heathen ignorance
and of all falfe religion. »

II. I suALL endeavor to defcribe, as may be col-
leGted from the facred prophecies and the fulfilment
of them recorded in hiftory, what appears to have
been the fcheme of divine counfel in this matter ;
what progrefs the gofpel fhould make ; the hindran-
ces which fhould arife; and how and when the
promife thould be glorioufly fulfilled.

III. I smaLL take a view of the prefent ftate of
the world and of the nations, with refpe& to Chrif-
tianity, by which we may fee an amazing preparation
for the fulfilment of the gracious and glorious
promife. : : :

I. T am to mention fundry divine promifes, that
in due time, the gofpel and the Chriftian Church
thall fill the world, to the exclufion of Heathen igno-
rance and of all falfe religion. ‘ '

Tae explicit predictions of fuch an event, and
thofe in which itis plainly implied, are far more than
I can mention; and they were exprefled in every
age of revelation ; by all the divine prophets under
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the Mofaic difpenfation ; by Chrift himfelf, and -by
the apoftolical writers who completed the facred
. canon. The early promife to Abraham, that in his
feed all the nations of the earth fhould be blefled,
predicted this event, and it was abundantly repeated
to the Hebrews, that in the days of the Mefliah, their
expeted prince, all the Gentiles fhould obey him ;
and that the glory of all the kingdoms fhould be
given to Zion and to Jerufalem, which were typical
names for the true Church of God, which now
fubfifts. under the Chriftian form.

THEe fuffering and the exalted ftate of the Re-
deemer ; alfo, the fuffering and glorious ftate of his
Church in the world, were both matter of prediction
in the ancient prophets. Not attending to thefe differ- -
ent ftates, and how exactly they are defcribed in the
prophetic writings, hath produced many falfe opin-
ions, both among Jews and Chriftians. - Inattention
ta the clear prophecies, of the humiliation and thé
fuffering ftate of Chrift in the world, was one reafon

-that the Jews denied him to be the expetted Mefhtah.
In the fame manner, by not attending to the pro-
phetic defcription of the firft periods of the Chrifs
tian €hurch ; how it fhould: be agitated by errors;
corrupted with immorality, and oppofed by infidelity,
, both in an Heathen and Antichriftian form ; how
long and dreadful the ftruggle thould be; what an
opportunity it would furnith to develope the wicked-
nefs of the human heart, and to dfiplay the juftice of
God in the punifhment of apoftacy : fome Chril-
tians have been led to defpair of fo blefled a ftate to
come in the Church on earth, as is very explicitly
promifed in the prophets. They have {piritualized,
in an application to the fanttification and comforts of
particular Chriftians, many things that were written
defcriptive of the general glory and peace and in-
creafe of the Church. Thus to lofe fight of this fu-
ture glory of Zion hath many bad effets. Itisde-
parting from that general view of his counfels, which
o .



 On the univerial spread of the Gospel. 13

- God faw it beft to reveal ; it difheartens the fincere,
and makes them ready to yield before infidelity ; it
lowers their apprehenfions of that degree of perfonal
holinefs -and joy, which by faithfulnefs, good men
may attain in this world ; it expofes them to affim-
ilate with the fentiments and pratices of the ungod-
ly 5 and it cools their defires and exertions for the
converfion of the Heathen nations, and for purify-
ing the Chriftian Church from the errors and impu-
rities into which it hath fallen.

A vLarGE part of the book of Pfalms is prophetic.
The whole of the pfalm from which I am difcourfing
is a prophecy, concerning the Saviour, and the Chrif-
tian ftate of the Church ; and contains many prom-
ifes and threatenings. It was written about 1046
years before the birth of Chrift; and though pen-
ned at that vaft diftance of time, it gives a general
- view of the ftate of things under the Chrifhan difs

penfation. A confiderable part of it hath been
already fulfilled, and a natural preparation for the
completion is moft apparently haftening, as we thall
fee in the end of this difcourfe. The anointed of the
Lord, of whom the prophet fpeaks hath been born.
The kings of the earth, and the rulers of the Jews
and of the Heathen Roman empire, took counfel
“againft him and his caufe, faying, ¢ Let ‘us break
their bands afunder and caft away their cords from
us.”” The event hath demonftrated, ¢ that he whe
fitteth in the heavens laughed and had themin de-
rifion. He fpake unto them in his wrath and vexed
them in his fore difpleafure.” Although they were
permitted, for a fhort feafon, to profper, and cruci-
fied the Lord’s anointed according to his fore-deter-
minate counfel, wrath was coming upon them to the
utmoft. The Jewith ftate and rulers, in about
forty years from that event, were vexed and broken
by the moft memorable judgments, which continue
to this day. God hath preferved them a feparate peo-
ple, in all their difperfions thro’ the earth, tobe, in
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the firft inftance monuments of his vengeance, ..and
fecondly, that in the end of defolations, he may fhow
his great power, grace, and the truth of his prophetic
word, by converting and bringing them into the land
of their fathers. :

Tue Heathen Roman empire, for three huhdred
years, perfecuted the Church of Chrift. During all
this period, Chriftianity increafed in the face of per-
fecution, the moft dreadful tortures, and all earthly
difcouragements.  Although he, who fitteth in the
heavens, permitted this to try the faith and patience of
his faints, and to fhow that he could fpread his truth
and increafe his Church againft all human oppofi-
tion ; yet he was laughing at the folly of his enemies
and holding them in derifion. The vital ftrength of
- the perfecuting power was failing. In proportion
as Chriftianity was perfecuted, by a multitude of
operating caufes, by judgments from abroad and by
inteftine divifions, Heathen Rome was finking to
an utter ruin. God had fet the afcended Redeemer
as king in Zion and through the earth, and commit-
ted the times and the fealons, and his Church and
the kingdoms of the nations to his control. He
wrought out of the fight of his enemies, and beyond
the expettation of his friends, and his victory was
great. :

© Tue laft general" perfecution under Heathen
Rome, which was principally dire&ted by the em-
peror Dioclefian, was extenfive, bloody and cruel
beyond all which had preceded. It commenced
about the year 300, and continued for ten or twelve
years. Innumerable martyrs were facrificed with all
eonceivable torments ; Churches and places of wor-
fhip were demolifhed ; and the fcriptures and thofe
who poflefled or read them were profcribed, that a
knowledge of the gofpel might be banithed from the
earth. The enemies of Chriftianity triumphed great-
ly, and openly declared, that the name and caufe of
Chrift were banifhed from the world. It hath not
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been uncommon for the ungodly to be thus deluded,
in the moments immediately preceding their own
downfall. It was thus, when the Egyptians purfued
and inclofed the Ifraelites on the banks of the Red
Sea; when the Jews crucified Chrift; and at the
period of which I have been fpeaking ; and it is thus
that.difbelievers triumph at the prefent day. In this
dark time, the king in Zion was preparing the means
for an unexpetted and glorious light. By a remark-
able concurrence of circumftances, too many to be
here mentioned, in twenty years from the beginning
of that moft awful perfecution, Conftantine, havin,
obtained the empire, declared himfelf a Chriftian ;
and from that period, it has generally been faid, that
the empire became Chriftian. This was a vifible
triumph worthy of the Redeemer, and delivered the
Church from perfecution ; ftill it is not probable
that it added to the love, faith and purity of profef-
fors. Profperity often corrupts while affliGtions
NoTwITHSTANDING the government was now
propitious to a Chriftian profei%on, the wrath of God
* refted upon it, the blood of martyrs cried againft
it, and the divine curfe muft have its courfe. To
fhow divine indignation againft a perfecuting power, ,
and to chaftife Chriftians now growing formal and
voluptuous, a train of moft defolating judgments fol-
lowed. The feat of government in 330 was remov-
ed from Rome to Canftantinople, and the Northern'
barbarous nations defolated and broke the empire in-
pieces. The fame Almighty power, which fulfilled
the firft part of prophecy in this pfalm, will accom-
plith the whole ; will execute the remaining threat-
enings and glorify the promife, * afk of me, and I
fhall give thee the Heathen for thine inheritance,; and
the uttermoft, parts of the earth for thy pofleffion.”
Every thing in Heathén nations that oppofes an
accomplifhment of the promife, ¢ he will break with
arod of iron and dafh in pieces like a potter’s veffel.”
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To fuch a threatening as this, the exhortation that
follows is admirably adapted, ¢ Be wile, now, there-
fore, O ye kings, be inftruéted ye judges of the earth.
Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.
Kifs the Son, left he be angry, ard ye perifh from the
way when his wrath is kindled but a little.””

To recite all the propheciés, of the fpread of the
gofpel through the world in ‘the latter days, would
mclude a large portion of the facred volume ; and
to enter into a detail of their fulfilment, fo far asit
hath taken place, as I have done in the laft inftance,
would be endlefs. I fhall recite a fufficient number
of thofe prophetic promifes with only a few remarks.
From pfalm xliv. to L is a gegeral defcription of the
ftate of the Church. It begins with the poffeflion of
Canaan by the Hebrews ; then reprefents the low
ftate of God’s people under the oppreflion of their
enemies ; defcribes the majefty of the Redeemer ;
the fpiritual beauty of the Church; and the confi-
dence of his people in their king ; and ends with a
defcription of awful judgments on the enemies of
the Lord, and the fpread of peace and truth through
the earth.—* God is our refuge and ftrength, a very
prefent help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the fea: Though the wa-
ters thereof roar and be troubled, though the moun-
tains fhake with the fwelling thereof. There isa
river the ftreams whereof fhall make glad the city of
God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the moft
High. God is in the midft of her ; fhe fhall not
be moved : God fhall help her, and that right early.
The Heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : he
uttered his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of
hofts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Come behold the works of the Lord, what defolation
he hath made in the earth.” This work . of great
defolation he is now beginning. Then follows the
glorious iffue of thefe commotions, by which the
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kingdoms had been moved and the earth melted.
¢ He maketh wars to ceafe unto the end of the earth ;
he breaketh the bow and cutteth the fpear in funder;
he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be f{till and
know that I am God ; I will be exalted among the
Heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.”* The time
in which war is to ceafe and God be exalted to the
ends of the earth is yet‘future.— All the ends of
the world fhall remember and turn unto the Lord :
and all the kindreds of the nations fhall worfhip be-
forethee. For thekingdom is the Lord’s and he is
governor among the nations.”’f This is promifed in
confequence of the fufferings of Chrift which are
defcribed in the firft part of the pfalm.—Under the
type of Solomon’s profperity, the kingdom of Chrift
is thus defcribed, ¢ In his days fhall the righteous
flourifh ; and abundance of peace fo long as the
moon endureth. = He fhall have dominion alfo from
fea to fea, and from the river unto the ends of the
earth. They that dwell in the wildernefs thall bow
before him, and his enemies fhall lick the duft. Yea .
all kings fhall bow down before him ; all nations
fhall ferve him.”’} : .

Gop was pleafed to give to his fervant Daniel, in
prophetic vifion, a defcription of the ftate of the
Church and of the nations, from his own time to the
end of the world. His prophecies have aftonithed
mankind, and given great trouble to difbelievers, in
every age. Porphyry and other infidels, who lived

" in the third and fourth centuries, obferving his ex-

altnefs in the defcription of events, and in the com-
putation of times exprefled in prophetic language,
made a vain pretence, that the book of Daniel was
written after fuch events had happened ; but he was
then amply refuted, and the later fulfilment of his
predictions are a continued refutation.—Daniel lived,
and came to a ‘great age, under the Babylonian mon-

1

# Plalm xlvi. 1 Pfalm xxii.-27,28. 1 Pfalm Ixxii.
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&rchy, which was the firft of the four great domin-
ions, ef which his prophecy fpake ; and was an ator
in very interefting fcenes, from about fix-hundred to
five-hundred forty years before Chrift’s birth. He
not only prophecied of Chrift, but foretold, with
great exaltnefs, the time of his incarnation and
death. He announced the fpeedy deftrution of the
Babyloman empire; which was then inits glory ; the
rife of the Medo-perfian dominion, and its deftruc-
tion before the Grecian or Macedonian.  He fore-
told the divifion of the Macedonian, at the death of
Alexander, into four great kingdoms, and gave a
particular account of the bitter woes, by which they
punithed themfelves and deftroyed mankind. He
alfo foretold the Roman empire which was to rife, by
defcribing its charalter, both in its Heathen and
Antichriftian form ; its vaft extenfion and long con-
tinuance ; its wonderful policy and ftrength; its
oppreflion of the rights and confciences of men ; its
bitternefs againft the uncorrupted truths of Chrifti-
anity and its bloody perfecutions ; its Papal idola-
try ; and its modern divifion into the principal ftates
of Europe.—He limits the time of its continuance in
the Antichriftian form, to a * time, times, and the
half or dividing of time.”” Three years and an half
in prophetic ; and counting a day for a year, twelve
hundred and fixty in common computation.  After
this he fays, ¢ the judgment fhall fit, and thel{ fhall
take away his dominion, to confume and deftroy it
to'the end.”* Then he adds the promife, that the

kingdom of Chrift fhall fill the earth. ¢TI faw in the .

night vifions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations and lan-
guages, fhould ferve him ; his dominjon is an ever-
lafting dominion, which fhall not pafs away, and his

——

"% Daniel vii. 26.

A Y
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kingdom that which fhall not be deftroyed.—~And
the kingdom and dominion, and greatnefs of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, fhall be given to
the people of the faints of the Moft High, whofe
kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and all domin-
ions fhall ferve and obey him.”’*

In thefecond chapter of the fame prophecy, the
four great dominions, which have been mentioned,
are in prophetic vifion reprefented by an image of
various compofition, which ftood and profpered
until ¢a ftone, which was cut out without hands,
fmote the image upon its feet, which were of iron
and clay, and broke it in pieces. And the ftone that
fmote the image became a great mountain and filled
the earth.”—The explanation of the vifion given by
the prophet is, that “ in the days of thefe kings,
fhall the God of heaven fet a kingdom that fhall
never be deftroyed: and the kingdom fhall not be
left to other people, but it fhall break in pieces and
confume all thofe kingdoms, and it fhall ftand forev-
er.”—This univerfal dominion of Chriftianity, fhall
take place immediately on the fubverfion of the Ro-
~ man Antichrift. ,

SiNce the beginning, the world hath been filled
in every part, with a fucceflion of worldly domin-
ions, fome Heathen and fome Antichriftian. They
have rifen in fucceflion and devoured each other.—
Thefe, which reigned in parts of the earth, where
Godwas pleafedto reveal himfelfand place hisChurch,
have been noticed in fcripture hiftory and prophecy,
and others, without thefe limits, were moftly unno-
ticed in the facred volume. The greateft part of
thefe governments have been formed and éxecuted
on the principles of pride and violence, and without
the fear of God the fovereign king. They have
been filled with the ¢ tears of fuch as were opprefled,
and they had no comforter ; and on the fide of their

* Daniel vil. 13, 14. 27.
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oppreflors was power, but they had no comforter.”
Thefe prophecies of Daniel promife us a time to
come, when the kingdom, and the dominion and
the greatnefs of the kingdom, under the whole heav-
en, fhall be given to the people of the faints of the
Moft High. By this we do not wifh to underftand,
that civil government, either in the legiflative or ex-
ecutive branches, fhall be committed to the Church in
" its ecclefiaftical capacity, for Chrift’s kingdom never
was and never will be of this world. But the mean-
ing of the prophecy is, that mien fhall generally be
pious and fincere profeficrs in the Church of Chrift,
and by the direttion of providence and the choice of

mankind, thofe will be raifed to the higheft places

in civil truft, who are eminent for their obedience to

the truth.—Difbelievers will lofe all' their influence
in fociety.—Civil laws will bein confiftency with

Revelation.—The ftate will encourage religion ; and

the prevalence of religion will difpofe the people to

maintain government, order, fubordination and juf-

tice. This will be giving the kingdom and the great-

nefs of the kingdom, to the people of the faints of
the MoftHigh. Nothing like this hath been general

 inthe world. Although it be the nature of Chrif-

tianity to ameliorate the condition of mankind, and

{pread peace, its blefled effets have been, in a great-
meafure, limited by the wicked paffions of Men ;

and the Chriftian name deftitute of the reality, by

Antichriftian perverfion, hath for ages, tormented

a large portion of the earth.

‘Or all the ancient prophets, Ifaiah writes in the
moft evangelical ftrain. He gave the moft clear de-
fcription of the humiliation of Chrift, and his glo-
ry which was to follow ; of the Chriftian do&rines,
temper and pratice ; and of the amplitude and blef-
- fednefs of the Church. when all nations thould be-
come obedient to the gofpel. In the fecond chapter
of his prophecics, 'we find the folluwing remarkable
defcription, “ Andit {fhall come to pafs in the latter
days, that the mountain of the Lord’s houfe fhall
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be eftablithed in the top of the mountains, and fhall be
exalted above the hills, and all nations fhall flow
unto it. And many people fhall go and fay, come
ye and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to
~ the houfe of the God of Jacob; and he will teach
us - of his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for
- out of Zian fhall go forth the law, and the word of
- the Lord from Jerufalem. And he fhall judge a-
monyg the nations #nd fhall rebuke many people : and
they fhall beat their fwords into plow-fhares and their
fpears into pruning-hooks ; nation fhall not lift up
fword againit-nation, neither fhall they learn war any
more.”  This is a promife,that all nations fhall flow
to the houfe of the Lord, and the world be filled
with Chriftian knowledge and peace.—In the fourth
chapter of the prophecy of Micah isa fimilar pre-
di¢tion. In the eleventh chapter of Ifaiah, where
thereis a promife of the Redeemer, and a defcrip-
tion of his kingdom and its blefled effets on the
ftate and moral chara&er and condu& of men, the
promife ends in thefe wonderful words, ¢ For the
earth fhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the feas.”” From the beginning of
the twenty-fourth chapter to the end of the twenty-
fixth, is a prophecy of the awful deftruions, which
are to precede the peaceful ftate of the Church,
interfperfed with promifes of glory and peace and
univerfal knowledge, to fucceed the execution of
divine judgments, ¢ And in this mountain fhall the
Lord of Hofts make unto all people a feaft of fat
things, a feaft of wines on the lees, of fat things
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.
And he will deftroy in this mountain the face of the
covering caft over all people, and the vail that is
fpread over all nations.”—¢¢ At that time they fhall
call Jerufalem the throne of the Lord, and all the
nations fhall be gathered unto it, to the name of the
Lord to Jerufalem, neither fhall they walk any more
after the imagination of their evil heart.*

* Jeremiah iii. 17.
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In all the prophets of the Old Teftament we find
fimilar reprefentations, too numerous to be here
repeated, defcribing the peace, the glory, the uni-
verfal extent of the vifible Church and kingdom.
The qualities of this kingdom are defcribed to be,
an high degree of knowledge ; abounding in the
fervices of worthip and praife; purity of obedience
to the divine law ; delight in God, in his falvation,
and in his glory ; univerfal peace, fo that war fhall
be no more known ; a righteous government thro
the earth, under which licentious men and difbeliev-
_ers fhall not again difturb mankind ; and a com-
munion between all the tribes of men in a fpiritual
- and general happinefs. The extent of this king-
dom is, alfo, defcribed by fuch univerfal expreflions
as the following ; all nations ; all people ; to the
ends of the earth; all the ends of the earth ; all
flelh together ; under the whole Heaven ; with
many others moft fignificant of a general fpread of
the gofpel through the world. '

Jesus CurisTreprefented the fame glorious truth
in a number of his parables, when defcribing the
kingdom of God or the Chriftian Church. This
was the {pecial defign of the parables of the muf-
tard feed and of the leaven whereby the whole lump
was leavened. He declared that his gofpel fhould
be preached in all the world. His commiffion to his
difciples, and through them to his minifters of the
following ages, was that they fhould go and teach all
nations throughtheworld. The Apoftle Paulproph-
ecies, that the blindnefs which hath happened to
Ifrael muft continue, until the period appointed for
the fulnefs of the Genutiles to come in. '

Tue Apoftle and prephet John, with whofe Rev-
elations the facred canon is compleated, after he had,
in the language of prophecy, defcribed the prece-
ding periods, in the beginning of the twentieth chap-
ter, fays, ¢ And I faw an angel come down from
Heaven, having the key of the bottomlefs pit, anda
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greatchain in his hand. Andhe laid holdonthe .
dragon, that old ferpent, which is the devil and fa-
tan, and bound him a thoufand years, and caft him
into the bottomlefs pit, and fhut him up, and fet a
feal upon him, that he fhould deceive the nations no
more, till the thoufand years fhould be fulfilled.”—
After this binding of fatan he defcribes a peaceful and
glorious ftate of the Church.—Although there have
been great, extenfive and wonderful effeéts of the
gofpel, for many ages ; yet thefe and a multitude
of fimilar promifes have never been fulfilled. There
hath been no period of univerfal peace ; ofa world
filled with divine knowledge and holinefs ; of free-
dom from the errors and temptations of fatan and
wicked men ; and of praife and obedignce to God
through the earth. The accomplithment is yet to
come, and there is more in the holy fcriptures lead-
ing us to expet it, than Chriftians generallyfuppofe,
who have not given themfelves to examine the fub-
je€t. We therefore expet, on the ground of a
divine promife, that the gofpel and the Chriftian
Church fhall fill the earth, to the exclufion of Hea-
then ignorance and of all falfe religion. Although
infidels may fuppofe, that a Chriftian profeffion and
the means of inftruction will foon ceafe from among
men, they havea defperate and hopelefs battle to
fight 5 they have all the glorious promifes to fubvert ;
the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it, and his
power and grace fhall fulfil ! .

IL. I smaLL endeavor to defcribe, as may be col-
le€ted from the facred prophecies and the fulfilment
of them recorded in hiftory, what appears to have
been-the {cheme of divine counfel in this matter ;
what  progrefs the gofpel thould make ; the hin-
drances which fhould arife ; and how and when the
promife thould be gloriouily fulfilled.

- Tue prophecies and the promifes of God con-
cerning the future ftate of things in the world and
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in his Church, were defignedly fo exprefled, that
men thould not underftand them minutely until they
were fulfilled ; and in fome inftances, they are una-
ble to form any right apprehenfion of them, before
the accomplithment begins. The general reprefent-
ations given are fufficient to preferve the hope and
patience of the Church under fore trials, and to warn
the wicked, the atheiftical and the apoftate, of the
dreadful judgments, with which, in due time, they
fhall be vifited ; while a more minute defcription of
events and times would, on many accounts, have
been improper to be communicated to the world.

SomE have attempted to ridicule the figurative
imagery, which is ufed in the prophetic dition ; but
hereby they fhow their weaknefs as well as the difbe-
lief of their hearts. By the ufe of this figurative
imagery, the divine Spirit was enabled to give a gen-
eral view of the ftate and periods of things, without
difcovering the particular men and nations, who
fhould be the ators under providence, and this, in
moft inftances, was not defigned ; alfo to exprefs
many minute circumftances, which ought not to be
previoufly known, in fuch figures as might be ex-
A&ly traced after the accomplifhment, thercby be-
coming a mighty evidence for the truth of the holy
fcriptures. 'Whoever juftly confiders the principal
defign of the prophecies, and the difficulty there was
in defcribing the great events of futurity, without
making a difcovery of many things that had better be
fecreted from the knowledge of men, until after the
fulfilment ; will fee the infinite wifdom of God in
adopting the figurative imagery of prophetic di¢tion,
and find herein an argument for the truth of divine
revelation.

It was clear to the firft Chriftians, that a future
ftate of great profperity to the Church was promifed ;
but a fufficient number of events had not happened,
in the fulfilment of prophecy, to inftrut them in the
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periods of times which Were defcribed, in pro-
phetic language. Some expetted that thé thoufand
years of profperity would commence foon; while
others placed them, in expeltation, at a greater dife
tance. It was, allo, clear to the ancient Chriftians,
that an Antichrift would arife, which fhould be a
perfecutiig power, and that he fhould be aWﬁlﬂ)'
deftroyed by the brightnefs of the Redeemer’s
fpiritual coming ; but when and where he thould
arife they formed no true apprehenfions. They
generally feemed to fuppofe Antichrift would- be
fome external power, which rejetted the Chriftian
name, and they were ready to give this title to every
perfecuting prince or nation, which raged againtt the
truth for dg'ne fhort feafon of a fingle life of man. .

LeasT of all was there any general idea among
ancient Chriftians, that Antichrift would arife in the
'very bofom of the Church ; that the Catholic Church
itfelf would become Antichrift ; that’the minifters
of a religion, which required humility, would put
themfelves in the place of God; and that Chriftian
‘temples would be filled with rites and images and
‘the worfhip of departed faints, but little different
from the pomp and fuperftition and demon worthip
of Heathenifin, which feemed to be dying before
Chriftianity. The rolling away of eighteen centuries,
and the events which have happened, ferve as a key
to unlock the myftic page of prophecy. A great
part of the myftery is fully unfolded by the events,
which have taken place in the earth. Other things
are happening by the moft aftonithing means ; and
we fee a natural preparation for the accomplifhment
of things future, which are foretold ; and ‘among
thefe, for the fpread of the gofpel through the earth.

Tue plan of divine counfel refpefting the oppofi-
tion to Chriftianity, its fpread, and its triumph
and filling of the earth, which was foretold in the

\
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prophetic page, may be feen in the four followil:ﬂ
{cenes, or fucceflive ftates of things ;—the two fi

of which have been fulfilled, according to the divine
predi&tion ; the third is now fulfilling ; for the fourth
a preparation is making, and it will foon take place.

- 1. THE early ftruggle which Chriftianity had with
Jewith and Heathen oppofition, and its fuccefs and
final triumph by the deftrution of thofe oppofing
powers. ,

I cave fome account of this under the laft branch
of difcourfe. Chriftianity appeared to obtain a fair
introduétion, in every part of the old Roman empire;
and in the borders of feveral other nations, its allies
and tributaries, where the Roman' laws were never
introduced. The early oppofition of the Heathen
empire ; the perfecutions it effeCted ; and the divine
judgments by which it was finking, through the agen-
cy of him, who ruleth the rebelling nations with a
rod of iron, and dafheth in pieces thofe who oppofe
him like a potters veflel, are reprefented by the open-
ing of the fix firft feals, in the fixth chapter of
John’s Revelation.—The opening of the fixth feal,
by prophetic images, defcribes the mighty concuffion
there was in the empire at the fall of Heathenifm.
‘The quaking of the earth is an emblem of great
commotion and war.—~The fun, moon, ftars and
vifible heavens, are emblematic of earthly powers
and thofe who poflefs and execute them. “Thus, the
wars of Conftantine ; his victories and his fuppref-
fion of all the perfecuting authorities, are reprefented
‘by an eclipfe of the whole firmament of Heathen
power. The éarth quaked ; the fun became black
-as fackcloth of hair; the moon became as blood ;
the ftars of heaven fell ; the heavens departed as a
fcroll ; every mountain. and ifland were moved ;
the kings, the great men and the rich men called on
.the mounatains and rocks, to fall and hide them from
the face of him who fitteth on the throné, and from
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the wrath of the Lamb. 'Thus awful and fublime,
is-the prophetic defcription of God’s judgments on-
the empire, when Heathenifm was ejeted from pow-
er ; and the hiftory of that, period compares well’
w1th the defcription.” -

*TuE judgments by which the ancient imperial
Roman power was ftill further reduced, after it took
the name of Chriftian and by which currupt Chrif-
tians ‘were punithed, are prophetically fignified, by
the founding of the fix firft trumpets, in the eighth
and ninth chapters of St. John’s Revelation.—In
this period the empire was wholly dafhed in pieces 3
and the Chriftian Church, into which many corrup-.
tions 1n doétrine and pra&lce were introduced, was
punifhed by awful judgments.

- Tue way was prepared for the

- 2d STATE of things, the rife of Antichrift.
© A NEw fpecies of oppreffion arofe, in many ref- .
: pe&s different from any thing which had preceded.-
Civil pride and power, and ecclefiaftical oppreffion,”
fuperftition, avarice, hypocrify and cruelty combined
to fcourge mankind, to darken counfel and fill the:
world with mifery. Thofe, who were expeéting an-
Antichrift from without the Church, become an An.
tichrift themfelves. They loft the faith in its purity.
~—They departed from the fimplicity, the. humility,
and the holinefs of Chriftian prattice, as they were
" enjoined by Chrift and his apoftles.—The power of
godlinefs was departed from thc Church, wl'uch fill,
gloried in the name of Chriftian and Catholic.—The.
cler left their place of diligent and exemplary in-
ors in the houfe of Chrift, and watchmen for
the fouls of men, and comforters of the meek and
lowly brethren.—A hierarchy of various grades was
forming.,—Power and wealth and luxzurious indul-
gences were fought, inftead of piety and a good
converfation.—At firft general councils, and after-
wards a Papal head claimed infallibility. The con-

?
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fciences of men were opprefled ; their right to be-
lieve for themfelves was denied ; and the blood of
confcientious martyrs began to flow.—The ferip-
tures were denied to the people.—The facred fathers
affumed the power of pardoning fins for money ;
and by this, with the difpenfations which they grant-
ed to commit the moft horrid crimes, colle&ed en-.
ormous fums from the mifguided people.~Inftitu-
tions were evcry where founded, for both fexes, un<
der the vows of celibacy, Whl(‘h became nutferies of
impurity cloaked under the pretext of religion.—
Civil power was affimilated with pontifical holinefs.
——Allliberty, civil and religious was abrogated, and

, nations and' a world enflaved by the will of
wxc%ed men, under the mame of vicegerents of God .
and of the meek and lowly Jefus —All this arofe
within the bofom of the ‘Church, and it was Anti-
chrift indeed, Wlth more fearful features, than divine
prophecy itlelf-had painted 1+«~This ftate of things

hegan gradually. “to draw on in the fixth -eentury;
and in the feventh and eighth centusies the limbs < of,
the  Antichriftian “beaft manifeftly - difplayed- their:
fhape. - In the ewelfth, thirteenth - and fourtcenth
ceaturies, this fyrapny,.idelatey and: blafphemy. were.
ag their h@gbtb -4--far truth way, obfcured, and it was,
the, reign. of crimes,. - H)ﬁory gwes fuch mformatmn
cegmmmg his;paried I - .

Sdmﬁl{v of the” Prophexs ?rth&ed thls apoﬁz,cy

mdits deftra@ion. It “is’ notrced in the ancient
prophécy of! Dﬁ’mel chap. vif, under, the image of
the little horn, in’ which, were eyes like the eyes of a
mhan, and a mouth eakmg reat things, which he
defcnbtes, ‘verfe 21, “the fame horn made war with
the faints, ‘and Rrevalled agaihf} them:”—Verfe 25, -
-«'He fhall ﬁ;cak great words againft the Moﬁﬂlgh
anid' thall wear’ ojit the faints of the Moft High, and
think to change times and laws and they %1311 be
gwen into his hand until a time, and times and the
divxdlng of time.’ *—This great fy{’cem of civil and
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religious oppreflion is alfo noticed, in many ather
places of the fame prophecy, which it would be tedi-
ous fo mention:on this occafion. . - ' '

" THE apoftle Paul predicts the fame apoftacy.—In
his firft epiftle to the Theffalonian Church, he had~
given a defcription of the final day of judgment.
Some paflages in this defcription, they mifunder-:
ftood, as an intimation of that day being near at hand,”
and to corret that miftake, he tells:them in the fe-
cond chapter of his fecond epiftle, not to be troubled-
and fhaken .in mind on that account, becaufe great-
events muft take place in the world before the con~
fummation of time. . ¢ Let no man deceive you by.
any means : for that day fhall not come, except:
there come a falling away firft, and that man of fin
be ‘revealed, the fon of perdition : Who oppofeth:
and exalteth himfelf above all that is called God, or:
that.is, worfhipped ; fo that he as God fitteth in the.
temple of God, fhewing himfelf that -he-is God.——:
Whofe coming is after the working of fatan, with
all power and figns and lying wonders, and with all-
deceivablenefs oEnunrighteouﬁaefs in them that perith,’
becaufe they received not the love of the truth thae:

- might be faved. :And for this caufe God fhall
fend them ftrong delufion, that they:thould believe:
alie : that they all might be damned who believed:
not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs.”
Of the nature of this apoftacy he fpeaketh further in.
his firft epiftle to Timothy the fourth chapter.—
 Now the Spirit fpeaketh exprefsly, that in the lat-
ter times fome fhall depart from the faith, giving heed:
to feducing fpirits, and doétrines of devils ; fpeaking
lies in hypocrify ; having their confciences feared
with a hot iron ; forbidding to marry and command-
" ing to abftain from meats, which God created to be_
received with thankf{giving of them which believe and’
know the truth.”—Thefe paffages are a very mark-
ed defcription of the Antichriftian chara&er, and
fome of its errors and crimes. The apoftle Peter,
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alfo, in the third chapter of his fecond epiftle, predicts :
that in the /a/ days, {coffers fhall arife, walking after-
their own lufts, and faying, where is the promife of .
his coming ? Meaning men, who have no fenfe of
moral obligation, of a holy God and his juft judg-
ments on fin. By the /g and laster days, the pro-
phets appear uniformly to mean the period of Anti-
“chriftian apoftacy, efpecially its concluding fcenes.

BurT the ftate of things under the apoftacy, is moft .
particularly deferibed by the prophet John, in his
vifions, of the two witnefles prophecying in fack:
cloth 1260 duys ; of thedragon perfecuting the wo- - -
man, and driving her into the wildernefs for the fame
time ; of a beaft with feven heads and ten horns ;
of a fecond beaft with two horns like a lamb, but:
{peaking as a dragon ; and of an impure woman,
fetting upon a {carlet colored beaft, full of namesof-
blafphemy, havinig feven heads and ten horns ; ‘and-
upon-the woman’s forehead written, myftery, Bab.
ylon the great, the mother of harlotsand abomini«
tions of the earth.—This is the fecond ftate of things
defcribed by prophecy, and it hath been accomplifi-k
ed, under the name of Chriftian, fuch an idolatrous,:
blafphemous and oppreflive power over the proper:
ties, ‘bodies and fouls of men hath arifen and troub-"
led the earth. SR R

TuE period of time affigned by the prophets Dan-
iel and John, for the duration. of this opprefiive
power, is exprefled three ways; by a time, times
and the dividing of time, or three years and an half ;
by forty-two months ; and by twelve hundred and.
fixty days. All thefe amount to the fame, and ta-,
king a day for a year; which is the moft common,
prophetic meafure, are twelve hundred and fixty
years. The great difficulty, in knowing when the
twelve hundred and fixty years will expire, is to find-
from what time we muft begin to count. The op-
preflive fyftem grew by a-gradual acquifition of pow-
erand exercife of tyranny. Paul tells usevenin




On the universal spread of the Gospel. 3%
his time, “ For the myftery of iniquity doth already
work, only he who now letteth, will let, until he be
taken out of the way, and then fhall that wicked
one be revealed.*—~What let or hindered, was the
Roman empire in its Heathen form, which prohib-
ited all powerto Chriftians. After the empire be-
came Chriftian, the myﬁe? of iniquity was rapidly
working, as apreparation for the man of fin to be
revealed. In view of the prophecies, good men have
been divided in opinion ; fome counting the 1260
years from the year of Chrift, 606, when the Bifh-
op of Rome aflumed the name and was permitted to
exercife the power of univerfal Bifhop over the
whole. Chriftian Church.  Others have counted
them from the year of Chrift 756, when the Bithop
of Rome, by an inveftiture of the Exarchate of Ra-
venna, became a civil prince, in all refpets independ-
ent of any foreign power.—Counting from 606, the
twelve hundred and ﬁxty,years will end in 1866.
Counting from 756, they will terminate in the year
2016.—It is probable they ought not to be counted,
in all refpets, from either of thefe or any other pe-
riod. It will appear by examination, there hath
been, ina great number of inftances, 1260 years
between events propitious to the rife of Antichrift,
and which furnithed to him great acceflions of pow-
er ; and other events, vvhicir were humbling and
bringing him low.—His decay will be progreflive as
his nife, By ufurping the power of univerfal Bifhop
he became a complete tyrant over the Church, and
itis probable, thatin twelve hundred and fixty years
from that time, or by the year 1866, the whole fyf-
tem of religious oppreflion and herefy in do&trine,
and idolatry in practice, will be fwept away by the
juft and purifying judgments of God.

THE acceflion of temporal dominion, to the Bifh-
op of Rome, opened a fcene new and interefting.
Thofe who had before tyrannized over the Church,

— - ;

* 2 Theffalonians ii. 7.
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“were now enabled to become tyrants among the na-
‘tions. This union, of civil and ecclefiaftical power,
.made them terrible to the furrounding kingdoms 3
-and what could not be effeted by civil negociation
-was carried by pontifical anathemas.—So long as
-princes poured their riches into the eeclefiaftical treaf-
‘ury, the earthly head of the church affifted them, to
‘bind heavier chains on their fubjets ; and thus the
- ¢ivil oppreflion on mankind was tenfold increafed.
It is probable, that all civil inftitutions of oppreflion
-will be removed by the providence of God, before
‘the year 2016, which completes the 1260 years,
counting from 756, when temporal dominion was
-annexed to the Roman Church, : :
~ THis amelioration of the civil ftate of mankind,
‘muit be effetted by the prevalence of a pure Chrif-
tianity, and a holy morality, in the hearts and prac-
tice of men'; for no other means are adequate to fo
great an effe®. The latter day glory of the Church
1s neceflary for univerfal freedom in the nations.—
Asan Antichriftian Church hath been an inftrument
of oppreflion ; fq a Church formed on the princi-
ples of our Redeemer, and pradifing on gofpel
‘precepts, is the only poffible inftrument of giving and
preferving freedom among men. This the Church
will do, not by afluming any degree of civil power
into its own hands; but preparing men to a& wifely
and juftly, in the civil departments allotted to them.
Religion will prepare men to rule, to ordain wife
laws, and execute them faithfully when called to
‘high office.—It will prepare them to obey, to be
friends of order and government, and ‘a& right in
the place allotted them by divine providence.—It will,
at once, banith eppreflion and licentioufnefs ; and
in this way, the Church of Chrift is neceflary for
the freedom of the nations, dnd'to-bring fociety into
fuch a ftate that men’'can enjoy equal rights.. Some.
beginning, of the millennial purity of the Church, in
dotrine, difcipline, a-holy praétice, and a fervent
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love of God and men, is neceffary to banith all civ-
il oppreflion and eftablifh order thro’ the earth.

~ To hear men philofophifing on fyftems of free-.
dom, and on the reign of natural and equal rights,
and at the fame time, difcarding the Chriftian reli-
gion, which contains all the moral principles and
duties, by which fociety can be united and made
orderly ; fhows, that they are either deceitful above
all things, or deeply ignorant of the fubjeéts they dif-
cufs, and wholly unqualified to give an opinion.
Although the gofpel decides not the queftion of pre-
ference, among the many forms of government in
theworld ; yet it forbids all oppreﬂ%on public and
private, in nationsandin individuals ; and its prin-
ciples tend to freedom, juftice, benificence and or-
der. If Chriftianity were banifhed from the world
all hope of univerfal civil freedom would be loft for-
ever ; but there will be fuch a day of freedom, and
Chriftianity will be the means of 1ts production.

" PerHAPs it may be inquired, why did the wifdom
of God permit fuch a corruption of Chriftianity,
and fuch awful confequences, as have been defcribed
in this difcourfe, to arifein the world ?

- To fuch an inquiry it is certainly a true anfwer,
that his counfels are above human wif{dom, and he
~can bring the greateft good, temporal and eternal,
from the greateft fins of men. But fome of the rea-
fons we may doubtlefs fee. . It hath been a high dif
play of the total depravity of men by nature, and a
much higher, in many refpeéts, than was ever made
by their oppofition to the ancient Jewith difpen-
fation. To fee the Heathen world, all departing .
from God ; ferving their own lufts ; worthiping the -
hoft of Heaven, ftocks and ftones, fourfooted beafts
and creeping things ; and filling the earth with vio-
Jence.—To fee the Jewith people, for many ages un-
derthe Mofaic ceconomy, falling into idolatry and
every kind of error and véce, and kept in any kind
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of order, only by the rod.—To fee that nation oppo-
fing, blafpheming and  crucifying the meek and be-
nevolent Jefus, who came in conformity to the de-
friptions of their own prophets, and who did them
nothing but good ; and after God had by fpccial
revelations and miraculous powers imparted to his
fervants, which continued fora century of years,
caufed the gofpel to be planted in its purity, meek-.
nefs and holmefo, and Churches had been formed
and organized in many lands ; after myriads of
martyrs had died by Heathen hands o prelerve the
purity of faith and pra&tice ; after men had beheld
thofe perfecuting powers brought to awful ruin to
punifh their cruel” impiety ; after all thefe things,
to fee the Chriftian Church falling into idolatry,
blafphemy, and civil and religious oppreffion, and
even its minifters affuming the powers and preroga-
tives of God, and placing ¢rimes on fale, was cer-
tainly the hlgheﬂ: difplay of the nature of fin, that
hath ever been made in the world. It fhows, that
a finful heart is always difpofed to rebel and depart *
from God ; and that neither the terrors of the law,
nor the compaﬂions of redeemjng love will renew
the foul in holinefs.—It fhows that a difpenfation of
grace, which is moft glorious for God and beneficial
to the world, is not too facred to be profaned by fin-
ful men—It proves the influences of the Spirit to
be neceflary for renewing the heart, in a love of the
Lord and his holy inftitutions ; and that the regal
power of Jefus Chrift is as much needed, to preferve
the Church from deftruétion by its own corruptions ;
~ as to reftrain the violence of its external enemies.

3 THE next ftate of thmg.s, ‘which is the fuble&
of prophecy, is the deftruction of that Antichriftian
apoftacy, of which the rife and contmuance have
already been defcribed. - S -

THis is reprefented in the prophec1es of John, by
the pourmg out on men, in thxs kmgdom and feat

-
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of the beaft, feven vials or cups of the wrath of God,

containing the feven laft plagues ; and by the fall of
Babylon, with the awful circumftances of commo-
tion, mifery, fpoil and ruin attending it. We find
this defcribed from the fifteenth to the nineteenth
chapter of his Revelation. Babylon is the fame
Antichrift, and it hath been a long time falling. It
is probdble we are now at the conclufion of the fixth
vial or cup, and beginning of the feventh. By in-
teftine commotion and bloody wars, arifing from
~ their own pride and avarice; and by divers other
judgments, the Antichriftian nations had been forely
fcourged before the year 1500. Soon after this, it
indeed appeared that the king in Zion was arifing
to punith apoftacy, according to his folemn predic-
tions, ‘and to reftore to the Church fome degree of
primitive truth, evangelical piety, and fimplicity and
holy fervor in worﬂnp and practice. -

‘In the begmnmg of the fixteenth century, ﬂle
Proteftant reformation began. The patience of the
opprefled people was exhaufted, and God raifed up
faithful minifters to expofe the corruptions of the -
times and of the Church, and cloathed them with for-
titude. to meet the thunders and the tortures of Ro-
man and Papal tyranny. ~Several nations revolted
from the yoke. ~Sundry kings and princes broke
the fetters with which the pretended vicars of heaven
had boynd thém. A new light feemed | to break
forth on men, teaching them how far they had been
led, and” how fervilely they had been held, by the -
felf ori inated powers of a blafphemous apoftacy —_—
Dread!%l wars and cruel perfecutions fucceeded ; but
in the end, through a large and refpe&able part
of Europe, the tyranny over confcience and good
morals was greatly broken, and the ftate of men
.ameliorated. The proteftant and reformed Churches,
obtained a large eftablithment ; fome features of the .
genuine religion of Chrift began to appear ; and
thofe, who ftill adhered to the kingdom of the beatt,
gnawed their tongues for pains~Thefe events were



36  On the universal spreaJ of the Gospel.

predicted, by the running of the fifth cup of divine
wrath on the feat of the beaft, whereby his kingdom
was filled with darknefs. From that time down to
the prefent, the general train of events in the politi-
cal world, hath been drying up the myftical Euphra-
tes, or diminifhing the power wealth and influence
of the Antichriftian Babylon. . Rome has become
an infignificant name, and fcarcely is a thunder left
in her vatican. The old inftitutions of error and
oppreflion are vanifhing, faft as the nature of things
permits ; and the prefent quaking of Europe, to-
gether with all places which have, either proximity
or intimate relations with it, is a fignal that the bat-
tle of the great day of God Almighty is begun,
which will not end, until the world is purged of
whatever is offenfive fo the pure, holy, humble and
fervent religion of Jefus Chnft.

IN this purgation infinite wifdom is making great
ufe of infidelity ; but let not infidels glory in this, as
any evidence of their own rectitude, or that their
chara&er is pleafing in the fight of the Lord, Let
them not hence think, that they are not themfelves
a part, even of the moft diftorted limb of the beatt ;
a horn, which fpeaketh againft God more ftoutly
than any of its fellows, or any that have gone before
it, prepared by an avenging providence to deftroy
the beaft, which had two homns like a lamb but
fpoke like a dragon. Infidelity is the laft ftage of
apoftacy, commiffioned to eat the fleth and burn the
body. of theidolatrous fyftem, which had gone before
it.” Paul’s defcription of the man of fin, ¢vidently
points out the modern atheiftical principles, ¢ Wha
qppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all that is cal-
led God, or that is worfhipped ; fo that he as God fit-
teth in the temple of God, fhowing himfelf that he
is God.”—The laft part of this defcription, “ fo that
he as God, fitteth in the temple of God, fhowing
- hmfelf that he is God,” may fairly apply to the Ro-

man Church, in the adoration offered to the fove-
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- reign pontiff, and in the claim of power to pardon
fin, which is the prerogative of God only. Thisis
as God fitting in the temple of God. But the firft
part of the delcription, ¢ Who oppofeth and exalt-
~ eth himfelf above all that is called God or that is
worthipped,” is peculiarly applicable to the princi-
ples of atheifm, which deny all moral obligation,
the fpiritual exiftence and perfections of Deity, and
all worthip whatever. Let not infidels glory be-
caufe they are permitted to be deftroyers. They
are raifed up by the wrath of God, and their office
is not to comfort, but to defolate and punith a wick-
ed world. Let not men of loofe principles, who
are unfriendly to vital and experimental piety, and
to order and juftice, think that either God or wifdom
or nature are on their fide. Let them not fuppofe
that the holy Bible is going into obfcurity ; for by
a fulfilment of the divine threatnings, it 1s now be.
- coming more than ever confpicuous and venerable.
~ Let them not think that the king in Zion hath for-
faken his Church, becaufe he is purifying it, and
punithing an apoftate Antichrift. Let them not
think, that in a few years, a gofpel profeflion, Chrif-
tian Churches and teachers will ceafe; for they
ought rather to know, that God is making prepara-
tion for more abundant inftrution, more frequent,
more pure and {piritual feafons of wortfhip, and for
the more general influence of that kind of religion,
thh gives the greateft offence to all impenitent
carts. )

~4th. THE fourth period or ftate of things, of
which prophecy fpeaks, is the general fpread of the
gofpel to the exclufion of Heathen ignorance and

lfe religion from the earth ; when the world fhall
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the wa-
ters cover the feas. The fcriptural proof of fuch a
day I have already adduced, and therefore proceed
to the next gener] branch of difcourfe.
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III. To fhow by a view of the prefent ftate of
mankind and of nations, that there is an amazing
natural preparation, for a fulfilment- of the glorious
promife, and that it is near at hand. '

WE are not to expet any miraculous preparation
- for this event. It will be made in the natural order
and courfe of things, and by natural means of ex-
tenfive operation.. The natural preparation for
fuch an event muft, principally, confift in two things.
Firft, unfettering the human mind from fuperftition,
and from the power of religious oppreflion ; and
fecondly, the general fpread of doltrinal knowledge
through the earth. .

Iris very evident, that in moft lands, where there
is any degree of c;vﬂuauon, the human mind is in a
at meafure unfettered from the power of fuper-
ﬁ:eon ~—This is doneby an increafed communication:
bétween men; and. the advance of human fcience.
This appears to be the cafe, bythe advance of a free
and friendly toleration between the feveral denomina-
tions of Chriftians, which never takes place under -
the reign of fuperftition. It, alfo, appears from the
abounding of mﬁdehty, and the moft loofe, unrea- -
" fonable and impious fentiments concerning the moft
facred things. People of piety, when free from fu-
perflition, are governed by pr1nc1ple ; they love or-
der and juftice both public and private ; are willing
.toallow to God and the Redeemer their juft rights ;
and to keep the divine word and inftitutions. But
when men of evil hearts, great pride, and little found
knowledg'e, are loofened from fuperftition, they have
nG maral principles :to govern.them ; and they run’
into infidelity and ftrange notions concermng the juf-
tice and mercy which govern a ‘univetie ; concern-
ing God himfelf ;. concerning, nature, reafon, and
the ereature’s uncontrouled right to direct his own
moral {entiments and praétice ; and concerning fin,
or rather the impoffibility that their fhould be any
fuch thing as fin in rational creatures, whom they
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fuppofe capable of infinite perfetability, without
the direttion of divine wifdom and folely by the for-
tuitous concourfe of material atoms. Such perfons,
judging from their own licentious defires and feel-
ings, imagine that Chriftianity, its holy laws, its
organs of inftru&tion and government are about to
ceafe from the world. The abounding of thefe
things thows that the reign of fuperftition, which is
a great impediment to rational religion, is in a meaf-
- ure ceafing ; and tho’ infidelity may fpeak with tri-
umph for a moment, proves that there is a natural
preparation of the human mind, for the gofpel to
fpread through the earth.

-~ FARTHER, it isalfo evident, that thofe oppreflive
powers, which tied up the faith and perfecuted the
confciences of men, are expiring by the juft judg-
ments of God and a growing acquaintance with hu-
man rights. Dreadful will be the battle, bitter the
revolutions, tyrant will follow tyrant, for a feafon,
under a pretext of friendfhip for human freedom ;
but through the diretion of infinite wifdom, the pe-
riod will terminate in the expulfion of civil and reli-
gious oppreffion on the one hand ; and of Atheifm,
infidelity and a difpofition to anarchize on the other.

SeconpLy, There is an amazing preparation to
fpread a doétrinal knowledge of the gofpel through
the world.

W E may learn this at once by looking on the char-
atter and ftate of the nations. The greateft difficul-
ties in chriftianizing men, are to gain accefs to them,
and to plant the beginnings of gofpel knowledge and
dotrine. Let us furvey the feveral quarters of the
world.  Chriftianity is known through the whole of
Europe ; and when the remains of Antichriftian
apoftacy are confumed, which God is now doing,
by inftruments prepared to go any _lengths, that the
moft awful vindittive juftice will permit, the religion -
of Chrift will be left in its dotripal purity. Thro’
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all the north of Afia, Ruffian conqueft and colonis
zation is planting the principles of the Greek Church;
and through a large part of its fouthern fhores and
the great iflands on its coaft,are colonies from Chrif-
tian nations. Through the vaft Ottoman Empire,
which is fituate in the heart of the old world, fpread-
ing into Europe, Afia and Africa, are innumerable
Chriftians of the Greek communion. By oppreffion
and poverty, for feveral ages, thefe Chriftians have
been almoft wholly unnoticed. 'When that empire,
which is now benumbed with the lethargy of ap-
proaching death, comes to its end without being
helped by any man, asit diretly will, a multitude
of little colle&tions-of Chriftians, will be found plan-
ted in every part of it, who will come into immedi-
ate union with their brethren in other lands. The
fcience which fled from them before the Ottoman
conqueft, to enlighten the weftern and northern
parts of Europe, and prepare the way for the prot-
eftant reformation ; after the Turkith power is dif-
folved, will return back to them with modern im-
provements, to wake them from the imbecility and
fuperftition, into which they have been funk bya
~ moft fevere defpotifm. Through the fhores of Af-
rica are colonies from Chriftian nations, a natural
preparation of providence to communicate the gofpel,
among the numerous tribes, with which the interior
of that great quarter of the world is populated. In
all the eaftern fhores of America, from north to
fouth, Chriftianity is planted ; and that tide of
men, which is rolling weftward, with an unparralleled
velocity of population, long before the prefent cen-
tury is finithed, will carry the gofpel of Chrift acrofs
to the Pacific ocean and the eaftern fhores of Afia.
Enterprize, commerce and navigation are in the
hands of thofe, who, if they have any religion are
Chriftians. Science, which is favorable to Chrif-
tianity, is diffufing every where. One prophetic de-
fcription of this time is ¢ many fhall run to and fro

and knowledge fhall be- increafed.” . The pious, in
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all the Chriftian nations, in a manner unexampled
before, have recently awoke to a fenfe of their obli-
gation, to tranfmit the gofpel to their Heathen fel-
low-creatures. Even the confiderate part of the
Jews are looking with wonder on the fcene. Thus
the king of Zion is fpreading a natural preparation
around the world to have his gofpel become univer-
fal ! Yet infidels, in their blindnefs, think that
‘Chriftianity isnear the -moment of its extinétion !
The Lord of all the earth is working unfeen by them.
Think not, my readers, that I fuppofe the whole
world of mankind is become Chriftian at once, for
it is far different from this. The world is yet filled
. principally with wicked men and with error ; but
Chrift is preparing to have it otherwife. -When we
view this natural preparation in conneétion with thé
divine promifes, we may, without an imaginary
faith, believe, that within two centuries from this
time, there will be a favorable change in the ftate of
mankind and the Church, that in many refpeéts will
furpafs all prefent apprehenfion.——When he hath
punithed and purified an apoftate Church by his judg-
ments and prepared the ftate of the nations ; accord-
ing to his promife he will pour out his Spirit on them,
who have a dotrinal knowledge, exciting their moft
zealous endeavors to make this knowledge univerfal ;
the events of providence will be propitious to the
fpread of truth, and Chriftianity will be fpread over
the face of the whole earth, in a manner, fudden
beyond the conjeCture of men. Itis the way of in-
finite wifdom, to have a long continued, and pre-
vious preparation for great events which is unfeen by
men. Revolutions, which fill our minds with deep
furprife at the moment of execution, on being
coolly reviewed, are feen to be the -confequence of
a thoufand operating caufes, which were wholly un-
noticed, before the event broke from the womb of
providence upon an aftonithed world. When the
general ftate of things is prepared, and circumftin-
F
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ces are propitious, a few inftruments, formedand
raifed by divine providence, are able to take hold of
the public feelings, and impel men to exertions and
to changes in the political and moral ftate of things,
which would have been thought incredible. And
when we confider the promife, that the fpirit of the
Lord fhall defcend like floods of water on a dry and
parched ground ; let us not think the fulfilment of
the predi¢tion improbable. By the breath of his
noftnls, the Lord can confume the wicked ; or by
the power of his grace he can make them his friends,
cloath them with zeal to aét and fortitude to en-
dure, in thefervice and patience of his kingdom.

LeT us hail the beginning of a century, which
will do more to prepare for the glory of the latter
days, than any which have preceded. .

THE probable events of this century are, a com-
plete population, and the eftablithment of the Chrif-
tian religion, in every part of America.—The con.
tinuance of the commotions, which are exhauftin
Europe, until all the remains of Antichriftian apof-
tacy are confumed, and the inftitutions of civil and
religious oppreffion deftroyed ; and we may hope;
that before the conclufion of the century, the
Church of Chrift will be renovated, in that part of
the world, in the purity, fimplicity, humility and
holy zeal of the gofpel.—The Ottoman Empire will
be diffolved and the gofpel appear to be nifing in
purity and influence, in all thofe lands, which were
once the chief theatre of Chriftian a&ion ; but for
ages, havebeen held in the chains of Mahometan
ignorance and ferocity.—The eyes of the Jews, will
begin to open on the madnefs of their infidelity, in
rejeting their own Jefus ; and providence will pre-
pare the way, for their colleGtion in the land once

flefled by their fathers ; for fuch an event is plain-
ﬁforetold in the prophets.—Accompanying thofe
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events, the greater powers of Afia, which now im.
pede the gofpel progrefs, will through fome means
now unforefeen by us, befo broken and changed,
that they will no longer ftop the progrefs of Chrif-
tian knowledge.

« Tae commotion and earthquake of the nations
will be great, fuch as was not«fince men were on
the earth, fo mighty an earthquake and fo great !”—
From the cruelties of men, the faithlefs ambition of
nations, and the violent efforts of infidelity and hea-
thenifm, there will be great diftrefs on the earth ;
and it will appear, that fatan hath great wrath, be-
caufe he knoweth that the time is fhort before his
binding ; but we may hope, that in sthofe places
where the preparation is neareft compleated, a ftand-
ard will be fet up by the Spirit of the Lord againt
the enemy, and that there will be joyful refrefhings
from his prefence. That his people will-be waked
up to come to the help of Zion, and to pray forits
increafe ; that many finners will be awakened and
converted ; divine knowledge increafe ; the com-
munion between different denominations of Chrif-
tians be enlarged ; and a fpirit of humble Godlinefs
prevail more and more among profeflors of the truth.

Berore I conclude this fubje&, I ought to advert
to one part of the pfalm, which contains national
inftruion to all people under Heaven. ¢ Be wife
now, therefore, O ye kings, be inftructed ye judges
of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice
with trembling.  Kifs the Son, left he be angry and
ye perith from the way, when his wrath is kindled
but a little.”” If there be any governments in the
earth, which defpife Chrift and his fcriptures ; let
them fear the rod of iron thatis in his hand, for he
will furely remember and humble them. If there be
any nation or parts of nations, who wifh to throw

his yoke and the fpirituality of religion ; let them



44, On the universal spread of the Gospel.
remember they muft have a part in the cup of his
anger. ! The prefent is not like other times; for
the king of Zion hath arifen to make a full end of
all the powers that oppofe him ; to judge the na-
tions of the earth ; and the nation that will not ferve
him, fhall be dafhed in pieces, likea veflel that is
marred in the hands of the potter.

THE extent of Babylon, that is devoted to drink |
the cup of divine wrath, may be much greater than
many f{uppofe.—The feat of the beaft is in many
refpeéts different from his kingdom. ' The influence
and vices of his kingdom, are far fpread from the
place where he arofe and hath exercifed chief gpwer.
They have ¢raverfed oceans and planted themfelves
in remote regions ; but wherever they have gone,
the jealoufy of the Lord will find them outand
exccute the woe. In the eighteenth chapter of St
John’s Revelation, there is an enumeration of the
merchandife of Babylon, which ends with thefe
two remarkabile articles, ¢ and flaves and the fouls
of men.”’—Let men of all nations and places inquire,
whether, if the merchandife of Babylon be found
with them, they are not parts of that body, which
is to be given to the burning flame of revolutien ?
Whether they do not fee among themfelves, the
growth of principles,  which tend to anarchize the
multitude, and to put daggers for fpilling their own
and their ch:ldren’s blood, into thé hands of men
fiercely awaking from the moft oppreflive bondage.
Wherever the pratice of flavery exifts, there is a
natural preparation to execute the threatenings of
God on thofe, who deal in ¢ flaves and the fouls of
men.”  Eipecially this appears to be the cafe, wherg
that kind of infidelity is introducing itfelf, which juf-
tifies any means, however immoral, to obtain an end,
which is {uppoled to be right, Thefe dealers in the
merchandife of Babylon are doubtlefs guilty and wor-
thy of divine punifhment ; and it is furprifing, how
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a holy God is permitting many of them, to fall into
principles, which being difleminated among thofe
whom they have opprefled, are fpeedily to wake up
the vengeance of injured millions. Gracious heaven,
if poflible avert the {cene ; neverthelefs thy will muft
be done, and if the parents muft expiate their fin, let
the babes and children be fpared of thy fovereign
mercy ! He that hath an ear let him hear |—

LeT infidels and the irreligious of every defcrip-
tion remember, that a full warning is given in. the
wordof God ; and that although they rejeét the
warning, they muft meet the execution. They have

- entered into a vain conteft with the King of kings,
and there cannot be a higher proof of their eventual
deftrution than this, ¢ the mouth of the Lord hath
fpoken it.”” If fuch have no care for themfelves,
ftill let them have compaffion on their offspring.
« The Lord our God is a jealous God, vifiting the
iniquities of the father upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate him.”
There is great reafon to believe, that the offspring of
thofe, who reje&t Chrift and his word, however fair
and blooming their prefent profpeéts may be, fhall
all be cut off before the day of millennial glory, and
when that blefled time commences they will be
written childlefs.

Let profefling Chriftians, who are in a ftate of
coldnefs and baciﬂiding, remember there is the fame
danger for their pofterity. If through their failure
in duty, their own children grow up in impiety and
fail of eternal life ; there is reafon to fear all their
offspring will be cut off before the millennial peace
of the Church on earth. The arrows in the quiver
of the Lord are many, and he can execute his
judgments !

Lzt all the humble and holy wait for the com-
ing of the Lord in his earthly kingdom ; let them
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ceafe not to pray, that Zion may become a praife in
the whole earth. Blefled are all they that truft in
the Lord and keep his commandments. THE Sri-
RIT AND THE BRIDE say comi. HEe wHose
TESTIMONY IS THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, SAITH,
SURELY ] coME QuickLY: AMEN. EvVEN so
coME LorD Jesus: AMEN. '

(i
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