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ORDINATION SERMON .

MATTHEW XXVIII. 19, 20.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghoſt : teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I

have commanded you , and lo ! I am with you alway, even

unto the end of the world ,

THESEHESE words are the commiſſion given

by our divine Lord to his diſciples, and through

them to all his miniſters, to preach the goſpel and

adminiſter its ordinances through the whole world ,

until the time of his ſecond coming. They were

ſpoken after he had given fufficient evidence of his

reſurrection from thedead, and immediately before

his aſcenſion to glory.

Although the church was ſmall, compoſed only

of the diſciples and a few others, the ſcene was ſom

lemn. The means were ſuch as men would judge

inadequate for propagating a new religion through

the world, and the inſtruments, in themſelves, were

weak , deſpiſed and perſecuted ; but the cauſe was

the Lord's, the Redeemer was paſſing to his exalted

ſtate on the Father's right hand, all power both in

heaven and earth being given to him , therefore fuc

ceſs was certain . The works of God both in na
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ture and in grace, from the beginning have been

wonderful, and we may look back onevery period

of time, with adoring apprehenſions of divine power

and wiſdom in governing the nations andpreſerva

ing the church ; but in no period, were ſo many

wonderful events crouded into a ſhort compaſs,

as in that, to which the text carries back our re

flections.

It was the time, to which all the ancient faints,

had looked forward in faith , and the deſire of na

tions had come. The Son of God had made him

ſelf of no reputation, and took on him the form of

a ſervant. He was born , he lived, he fuffered as

a man . He became our example as well as our

righteouſneſs. When he had gathered a little

church around him, and by his mighty works, and

his glorious doctrines andpure practice evidenced

his divine and holy character, he died on the croſs

by the hands of ſinful men . His death was necef

ſary, to make an atonement for the fins of the

world, and it is only through his blood that a

righteous God can be reconciled. And while in

the pains of death, he exemplified the nature and

power ofa benevolent temper, in the prayer which

he offered to his father , for thoſe who then took

his life, and for us who have often crucified him

afreſh . Father forgive them, they know not what

they do. We who have a complete revelation of the

ſcheme of grace , and the means of everlaſting re

demption , ſometimes wonder that the diſciples ſhould

be ignorant of the neceſſity that he ſhould be a ſuffer

ing Saviour; but when we look more conſiderately

on the ſcene,and obſerve how rapidly the greatevents

of the divine counſel unfolded and paſſed , how

great and wonderful they were in their very nature,

and how different from the wiſdom of men , it ceaſes

to be ſtrange, that even the diſciples ſhould ſay, we

truſted it had been he who ſhould have redeemed

Iſrael. We can come with them to the croſs and

to the tomb, and wonder to ſee him expiring as a
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criminal and ſhrouded in death, whoſe ſpiritual glo

ry and ſufficiency,we have ſeen, and felt, putting

hope within us.
But bleffed be the divine name,

blefled be the treaſures of divine love and grace,

that we are foon called from ſcenes of affliction to a

proſpect of joy and glory. We can commune with

them in the joy which they expreſſed, when they

ſaid , “ But certain women , alſo , of our company

made us aſtoniſhed, which were early at the ſepul

chre, and when they found not his body, they came,

ſaying, that they had alſo ſeen a viſion ofangels
which ſaid that he was alive :" And this aſtoniſh

ment was ſoon changed into faith and joy , which
made the moſt cautious of the diſciples cry out,

My Lord and my God.” Wecan alſo unite our

joy with theirs, when we read the account of his

reſurrection, the evidence which was given of the

reality of this wonderful event, the dignity which

he affumed , and the love which he diſplayed in the

commencement of his exalted life , the conciſe but

comprehenſive direction which he gave to the firſt

miniſters of his kingdom , andhis aſcenſion to glory

on the Father's right hand, where he intercedes for

his church and governs the world.

CC

My brethren , as the occaſion naturally directs,

let us fix our attention on the commiſſion he gave

to his diſciples, and through them to us, before he

aſcended to his glory, “Go ye, therefore, and teach

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa

ther, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : teaching

them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com

manded you , and lo ! I am with you alway, even to

the end of the world .”

By theſe words, we might be led to reflect on the

exalted character of him who gave this commiſſion ;

on his divinity ; on his glorious offices asmediator;

on the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel of reconcili

ation ; and on the ordinances and inſtitutions ap
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pointed in the Chriſtian church : but appropriating

them to the preſent occaſion , the two following

truths which they contain, particularly merit our
notice.

I. The obligation which is on all Chriſtians, and

eſpecially on the miniſters of Chriſt's church, to

propagate the goſpel, in its doctrines and practice,

through the whole world.

II. The divine promiſe, that Chriſt will be with

his church and thoſe who are the inſtruments in this

undertaking, and lo ! I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world .

1. We will conſider the obligation which is on all

Criſtians, and eſpecially on theminiſters of Chriſt's

church, to propagate the goſpel, in its doctrines and

practice, through the whole world.

All who have heard the holy goſpel of Jeſus

Chriſt, are folemnly bound, both bythe command

mentof our Lord, and by the benevolent ſpirit of

Chriſtian piety, to communicate the tidings of ſalva

tion ; to ſpread a knowledge of the treaſures of di

vinelove, the merits of a Saviour's blood, the bleſ

ſedneſs of a holy temper andpractice, and the glori

ous and eternal life and immortality, which are

brought to light in the goſpel. Perhaps many,

who are real Chriſtians, or who have a convic

tion of the reality and importance of the Chriſtian

religion, have often read the words of our text,

without conſidering the obligation on themſelves.

They have read , and perhaps ſeriouſly meditated on

the command ; they have admired its fulneſs, its

grace, its extenſion to the whole world and to the

end of time ; they have viewed it as a direction to

Chriſt's miniſters, and eſpecially to the apoſtles ; but

little thought that it was a command of the Re

deemer to themſelves, and that all Chriſtians had



ORDINATION SERMON .
7

a duty here aſſigned them . But, my brethren , what

other conſtruction can we put on the words of

Chriſt ? or how, when we conſider the nature of

the caſe, and the neceſſity and ufe of means in dif

penſing divine knowledge, can we fuppoſe any

Chriſtian to be exempted from the obligation, in

his place, to uſe means that this goſpel may be

preached to all nations ? Are not the words which

are ſpoken directly to Chriſt's miniſters, in many

caſes, to be conſidered as ſpoken to his church and

to all who read his word ? The church and its min

iſters cannot be ſeparated , and all the precepts of

our aſcended Lord conſider them in a relation, im

plying mutual bonds, obligations and duties. If it

be the duty of Chriſt's miniſters to reprove, rebuke,

exhort and teach in the name of the Lord, and ac

cording to his holy oracles, it is the duty of men to

hear the truth unto the obedience of faith . If it be

the duty of Chriſt's miniſters as evangelifts to go

and teach all nations, it is the duty oftheir Chrif

tian Brethren , to ſet them apart for this purpoſe,

to aid their neceſſities with the bread and clothing of

the world, and to pray without ceaſing that their

way may be made proſperous. There is no other

reaſonable underſtanding of the divine command in

the text, and in many other places of a ſimilar na

ture .

Truly it is ſtrange that Chriſtians have been for

many ages, ſolittle ſenſible of the duty, and it can

be accounted for, only by that blindneſs and form

ality, which is natural to the human heart. It is

ſtrange that Chriſtians have read the hiſtory of the di

vine incarnation, the Redeemer's compaſſion to ſouls,

his diligence, his paſſion, his command to teach all

nations, and ſeen the connection there is between

the uſe of means and a divine bleſſing, and made

fo few and fuch ſmall exertions, that the favor of

his name, of his laws and of glory to comeſhould

be ſpread through the world. Wevery well know

that all cannot be evangeliſts ; that all are not qual
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ified , either by natural gifts, human acquirements,

or the qualifications offanctifyinggrace, to be em

ployed as teachers in the vineyard ; ſtill this doth

not free any from an obligation, intheir places, to

aid the gracious, the glorious deſign.

Thatthis is a right explanation of our duty, may

alſo be learned , in the ſecond place, from thenature

ofthe Chriſtian temper.

To be a Chriſtian is to be benevolent, to with

the extenſion of happineſs in the ſalvation of men ,

ſo far as it pleaſesſovereign goodneſs andinfinite

wiſdom to diffuſe the bleſſings of grace. If we are

in the temper of our minds the diſciples of the Lord

Jeſus Chriſt, it will not be difficult for us to under

ſtand in its largeſt extent, the command of the di

vine Redeemer, to teach all nations in our faith and

the nature of our hopes for eternity. To do good,

and to communicate ; to go and do as the good Sam

aritan did to a ſtranger, be he ever ſo diftant in a

heathen land ; to teach benighted men the knowl

edge of a glorious Saviour, and bring them to com

munion with him in the joys of his kingdom , and

in the adoration that is offered him as king on the

throne ; to be the inſtruments of bringing to their

knowledge life and immortality and a weight of

eternal glory, purchaſed by the blood of Chriſt,

will be our moſt pleaſing employment, if we are

the diſciples of Chriſt. Neither is this an acciden

tal part of the Chriſtian temper : but the very ef

ſence of conformity to our divine Redeemer. As

the Son of God came to ſeek and to ſave that which

is loft, ſo his people, partaking of his Spirit, with

and pray for all the bleſſings of divine grace on the

whole world of mankind. They pray for thoſe who

are thoughtleſs in the midſt of the viſible Zion, that

their eyes may be opened to ſee againſt how great

light they ſin, and that there will be no eſcape, after

they have abuſed by impenitence, the means and
the calls of divine love. Their compaſſion yearns

over thoſe parts of Chriſtendom , where the ſpirit
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and practice of pure Chriſtianity is loſt, while the

name is retained ; over the heathen lands, where

Chriſt is not named ; over the unbelieving Jews,

who continue to reject unto their own judgment,

him whom their fathers pierced. But if this be

the true Chriſtian ſpirit, why have we remained ſo

long unfeeling to the periſhing ſtate of men ? The

very queſtion ought to humble us, and no ſolution

can be given , but our imperfection in the Chriſtian

ſpirit and practice, and becauſe our Lord hath per

mitted, that blindneſs, in this reſpect, ſhould , for

many ages which have paſt, happen to his church.

We ſhall go no further, we ſhalldo no more than

Chriſt aſliſts us. Like his diſciples in the garden ,

we fhall be heavy and ſleep, until he cometh and

awaketh us. The ſpirit and the life as well as the

reward and the crown are from him . Glory be to

his name, that we have ſo much cauſe to think, he

is cauſing this film of ignorance concerning their

duty, to fall from the eyes of his church. Glory be

to his name, that we have ſo much reaſon to believe

his chariot wheels are near, when by his coming,

new fervor ſhall be given to his church , and his

praiſe will be ſpoken by nations of people called

from the depths of heathen ignorance.

But that there is this obligation on Chriſtians may

be inferred , thirdly, from the unhappy ſtate of thoſe

who have not the ſtated inſtitutions and ordinances

of the goſpel, and eſpecially ſuch as know not our

Redeemer's name. Reflect, my brethren, on the

unhappy condition of many in our new ſettlements,

who are our brethren and our children .

the perſons who have confecrated them to God in

infancy ; we have taught them the firſt principles

of Chriſtianity, and told them to believe in Chrift,

to keep his laws, and reverence his Sabbaths ; but

without our Chriſtian aid, they cannot yet have the

means. Doth not their condition claim our affift

ance , and if we do not grant it , can we be called

their fathers and brethren in Chriſt ?

B

We are
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But lo ! the ſituation of the Heathen is more

pitiablethan theſe. In the midſt of the ſorrows and

pains of life, which need a comfort from the goſ

pel, and being guilty ſinners like ourſelves, going

annually by millions into eternity, they know not

God , nor his law , nor its awful penalties ; they

know not the treaſures of divine grace, nor a Re

deemer's ſufficiency, and the methodofforgiveneſs

through his blood ; they know not the inſtructions

which Chriſtians have from the holy ſcriptures,

which enjoin repentance towardGod,faith in our

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the good works that flow

from theſe diſpoſitions of the heart ; they have nev

er heard of the throne of God and the Lamb, nor

the praiſes around it, which are like mighty thun

derings, and the found of many waters ; they do

not know the merits of the Redeemer's blood, nor

the holy temper, the glory and eternity of heav.

en, and its worſhip .-- Doth not the ſituation of

theſe, our brethren by nature, ſhow the obligation

which is on us, to adopt all the means in our pow

er, that the goſpel may be preached to every nation

under heaven. If we feel the bleſſings of a Chriſ

tian faith , of a Chriſtian life, and of piety ; if we

conſider the unhappineſs, both in this and the world

to come, of thoſe who know not a Saviour's name;

or if it delight our hearts to hear of his praiſe and

of Chriſtian communion in diſtant lands, we ſhall

feel the obligation which is on all believers in Jeſus,

that this goſpel be preached to every creature ; and

we ſhall be humbled that we have done ſo little, as

inſtruments, to carry our Redeemer's promiſe into

glorious execution.

But here I am ſenſible the unbelieving heart be

gins to ſhow itſelf,andto ſay, it is a great work, it
is an impoſſible and hopeleſs undertaking. But

why ſhould any ſay thus ? If we can explore new

regions,
if we can cultivate and fertilize them, can

we not plant the goſpel with theſe improvements ?

If we can in multitudes, take poffeffion of a wilder
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neſs, to improve the worldly intereſt of ourſelves

and our children, can we not alſo lay up the treaf

ure of heaven for them and for ourſelves ? If we

can ſpread through all the native tribes for the pur

poſesof an enriching traffic, can we not ſend and

ſupport a few brethren among them , to declare the

name of him , who died for his enemies on the croſs,

and whoſe blood and merits are as ſufficient for

them as for us ; among thoſe, to whom a glorious

eternity will be as valuable as to us ; thoſe, whoſe

voices might be as ſweet in heaven , and whoſe

praiſe and eternal glory would be as dear to the Re

deemer as our own ? Certainly, the excuſe of diffi

culty in the undertaking ought to vaniſh , until we

have faithfully and with long continuance made an

effort to communicate the bleſſing. Nothing but

this ought to ſet us at eaſe on the ſubject . We

know the work is great, and ſo was the work of firſt

promulgating Chriſtianity ; but our Lord, both in

the propagation of the Chriſtian faith and in pre

ſerving his church, often uſes weak means for pro

ducing great events. Heaven will be peopled thro '

weakmeans, although it be almighty grace and

ſovereign love which brings the leaſt of his ſaints to

a crown of glory. But why do we ſay the work

of propagating the goſpel is great or hopeleſs, when

we conſider, which was nextpropoſed for conſider

ation ,

II. The promiſe that Chriſt will be with his

church and thoſe who are inſtruments in ſpreading

his faith through the world, “ Lo ! I am with you

alway, even to the end of the world .”

If this work were left to us, it would never be

done , but it is the Lord's and ſhall be accompliſh

ed. Although there hath, through the foreordina

tion of infinite wiſdom , been a long delay ; although

the profeſſing Chriſtian church hath experienced

the deepeſt corruption, and for ſundry ages the Hea
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then have remained in deep ignorance, and many

been darkened by the impoſture of the bottomleſs
pit ; the promiſe remains, and is ſure, and he

who made it is on the throne. Seated in the midſt

of his Zion , he rules all the nations ; the fulneſs

of the Gentiles ſhall flow to him ; the darkneſs

which hath happened to Iſrael ſhall be clearedaway ;

pure hands ſhall be lifted , and a pure incenſe ſhall

be offered to his name unto the ends of the earth ;

and all the nations of the world ſhall know him,

who hath purchaſed redemption with his blood.

If this work were left to us, truly there would be

cauſe to deſpond ; for we are utterly inſufficient,

except fo far as we are aſſiſted by ſovereign grace,

If left to ourſelves our hearts would fink and be un

faithful ; if left to ourſelves we could not convince

or change the courſe of one obſtinate finner. But

ſtill in the ſcheme of divine grace it was wiſe, it was

good for us, and it hath pleaſed infinite wiſdom

to appoint means. Without them there is no rea

fon to expect a bleſſing, and where a bleſſing

is decreed, the Lord always raiſeth up the inſtru

ments, whom he determineth to uſe as means for

building his kingdom , and bringing immortal ſouls

to a knowledgeof his preciousand glorious falva
tion .

That Chriſt will be with his miniſters is a truth,

not without witneſs from the providential diſpenſa

tions of his grace. From the time the goſpel was

firſt preached, men have been employed as in

ftruments in its propagation. Earthern veſſels

have been uſed in the ſanctuary. The ſpirit of

Jeſus hath been poured down, finners have been

convinced and made to cry , What ſhall we do ?

Churches have been formed , and the ſons and

daughters of the Lord have been edified , and all

through the weakneſs of preaching.

Thoſe who have labored in the churches of an

cient eſtabliſhment, can bear their teſtimony that

the Lord hath been with them ; he hath been with
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them in troubles, in labors, in ſeaſons of darkneſs,

in the time when their own hearts were weak , and

in times of attack from enemies of the true faith .

He hath been with them to give patience under per

ils innumerable, to ſupport their minds under afflic

tions, to aſſiſt them in their ſtudies and in their

public performances, to cheer their hearts by ſea

fons ofſweet communion with himſelf, and to give

power to the word diſpenſed from their lips . And

how often have there been remarkable diſpenſations

of providence, to preſerve the church and its friends

againſt the ſtratagems and enmity of the gates of

hell ? When we read the hiſtory of the world, and

its oppoſition to the truth of Chriſt, a moſt aſton

iſhingevidence ariſes, that God is in the midſt of his

church ,although it be unworthy of his grace ; and

that hehath been with his minifters, to give efficacy

to his word. The word is his own and it ſhall have

power ; the grace is his own and it ſhall be glorified ;
fincere Chriſtians are his own chofen and called

and fanctified ones, and he will bleſs the weakneſs

of means to bring them to eternal life.

Let not this cauſe be judged, nor its purity im

peached , nor its eventual ſucceſs be doubted, from

the weakneſs of its means. Becauſe the miniſters

of religion are men of like ſinful paſſions with their

brethren, always imperfect and ſometimes openly

erroneous and ſinful in their practice, let it not be

thought that the promiſe, Lo ! Iam with you to the

end of the world , is fallible ; for the Lord can im

prove the unworthy, and bring good out of evil :

Neither let it be thought that theinfinite

wiſdom of divine grace is limited , by the impotence

and imperfection of its inſtruments. And ſhall not

the evidence that the promiſe is unfailing, which is

taken from the truth of him who made it , and con

firmed by the experience of ſo many centuries, be

truſted by us now living, who from experience

know, that if divine grace had not been infinite

and almighty, ſuch ſinners as we are , never could

power and
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have had a right to hope ? Yes ! the evidence is

enough, it is all we need to convince us, that the

time is near at hand, when Jeſus ſhall reign king of
all the nations. He will be with his future miniſ

ters , and will raiſe up of our children and the chil

dren of the church , to preach his name and his law

to the ends of the earth . He will go with them

and make his goſpel glorious ; and whatever diffi

culties they may meet from an oppofing world, and

the ſluggiſhneſs of their own hearts ; how often

ſoever they may be driven to their cloſets and to

their knees to beg divine direction when their way

is hedged up inthick darkneſs, he will be with

them ,he will hear them, he will encourage their

hearts and ſay to them , my ſtrength ſhall be per

fected in your weakneſs ; the glory ſhall be mine,,

and it ſhall be your bleſſedneſs to behold it.

My Chriſtian brethren, there is a very pleaſing

and folemn uſe may be made of this ſubject.

1. It teaches us to rejoice in the Lord our Re

deemer, and in his kingdom .

He is a Redeemer all-ſufficient for us and for the

church. The kingdom which we profeſs to love,

by the power and grace of its king, ſhall be eſtab

liſhed through the earth . The dark ages which we

behold ſhall paſsaway , and men every where ſhall

know and praiſe his name. Is there any true Chrif

tian , whoſe heart doth not leap within him for

joy, in reading the promiſe, Lo ! I am with you my

children in all your difficulties, and I hear all your

prayers. I am with thee my church, and though

themother may forget her fucking child, yet will

not I forget thee, for thou art graven on the palms

of my hands, and ſealed in my heart ; thou artmy

praiſe, I purchaſed thee with my blood and thou

thalt reign with me in glory, and ſoon all the nations

of menaround thee, ſhallſay, come let us go up to

Zion with a ſong. This, my brethren, is ourjoy
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and our hope, and we are not aſhamed to have the

unbelieving world hear us fpeak of the glory of

Jeſus of Nazareth, and declare our hope of offer

ing up praiſe before the throne of the Lamb.

2. Let us not in theſe proſpects forget the ſtate

we are now in , and the arduous duties we have to

perform .

We are not yet come to the crown, nor are all the

elect gathered in ; we have yet to fight with beaſts

at Epheſus, and there are many Alexanders who

will do much evil to us and the cauſe of our Lord .

Wehave to wreſtle with fleſh and blood, with prin

cipalities and powers and ſpiritual wickedneſs in

high places. Itis yet a timeforwreſtling and pray

er and much tribulation. The beaſt is yet making

war againſt the faints, and the dragon continues to

caſt waters out of his mouth after them . While

we truſt in him, who is called faithful and true , and

hatha namewritten on his veſture, King of kings,

and Lord of lords, let us abound in faith , in pray

er, and in good works.

Two things are necaffary for the faithful per

formance of our duty. The firſt is, to ſeek that we

may grow in the Chriſtian temper and practice, and

by our faith and humility be lights in the world ;

and fecondly, that we ſtrive to ſpread a knowledge
of this falvation to the ends of the earth . If we

live in a manner unworthy our profeſſion, we muſt

expect that men will ſtumble over us to perdition ;

and if the time approaches, that he who ruleth

in righteouſneſs, will ariſe from his place to gather

the world into his church , it is our duty to inſtitute

ſuch means as we may expect him to bleſs in fo

great and glorious a work .

3. How folemn and encouraging is this ſubject to

thoſe of us, who have received a charge, in all faith

fulneſs, and without the fear of men , to preach the

goſpel of Jeſus. “ To us who are leſs than the leaſt
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of all ſaints is this grace given, that we ſhould preach

among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of

Chriſt : to the intent that now unto the principali

ties and powers in heavenly places, might be known

by the church the manifold wiſdom ofGod : accord.

ing to the eternal purpoſe which he purpoſed in

Chriſt Jeſus our Lord : In whom we have boldneſs

and acceſs with confidence by the faith of him .”

But who is ſufficient for theſe things ? Who can

feel the weight of this commiſſion and not tremble

for himſelf ? Who can reflect on the glory of God,

which is connected with our fidelity; and on the

worth of thoſe ſouls to whom we miniſter, without

ſaying, 6 Woe is me for I am a man of unclean

lips.” But it is one of the wonderful works of ſov
ereign grace, that the church hath this treaſure in

earthern veffels, and that God bleſſeth his word

from the mouths of men who have like paſſions

with others, and whoſe miniſtrations muſt be quick

ened by the Spirit, and cleanſed in the blood of

Chrift. How humble, how circumſpect, how ftu

dious, how diligent and prayerful we ought to be

in this work ! How faithful to declare the whole
truth ! How impreſſed with a ſenſe of the worth of

men's fouls ! How weaned from the world and ele

vated to the kingdom of Jeſus! But while every

diſcerning mind, in view of human weakneſs, would
ſhrink back from the work ; for our encouragement

we hear our Lord's promiſe, “ Lo ! I am with you

alway, even to the end of the world .” If we ſpeak
his word he will be with us . If we are humble he

will ſtrengthen us, and glorify and make himſelf

powerful in our weakneſs. The cauſe, the crown ,

the glory, the eternal praiſe are his ; let us, there

fore, neither be afraid nor unbelieving. If theſe

ſouls, around us, may be ſaved through means fo

weak, greater glory will accrue to the divine name,

than if angels were heralds of his law and grace.

Let us never enter the facred place of diſpenſing

truth and grace, without humbling ourſelves before
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our Lord, and feeling the greatneſs of the duty we

have to perform . Let us never look on the con

gregations to which we miniſter, without think .

ing, theſe fouls are deſtined to life or to death eter

nal. Under all our darkneſs, coldneſs of heart,

miniſterial inſufficiency, and perſonal troubles thro'

the weakneſs ofgrace and from a world oppoſing the

truth ; let us by much ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and

much prayer, ſeek communion with our Lord, and

wiſdom and fidelity from him to do our duty. He

is a gracious Redeemer and King, and if we thus

do he will not forſake us.

I muſt conclude this tedious diſcourſe, by partic

ularly addreſſing our young Brother, who is now

to be folemnly conſecrated to the work of an Evan

geliſt.

My young Brother in the faith of our dear and

glorious Redeemer,

You are come, perhaps, to the moſt folemn pe

riod of your life, except it be that, in which you

muſt leave the world to give an account of your

ſtewardſhip. We doubt not but he who gave the

promiſe, that he will alway be with his church and

bleſs its inſtitutions, is preſent with us in theſe ſo .

lemnities. You are now to receive a moſt important

office, to take on yourſelf a weighty charge, and

accept a commiſſion for which you muſt give an
account. You are to receive a commiſſion and a

charge, which, in its effects, will probably be a

favor of life unto life, or death unto death to many

ſouls. This work, to which you are called by the

providence of the King in Zion, is the moſt difficult

to perform and the moſt intereſting in its conſe

quences, of any to which man can be devoted. We

do not promiſe you the honors of the world ; we

do not flatter you with the proſpects ofearthly eaſe ;
for you are entering in a ſtate, in which there is much

с

}
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duty to perform . The Lord of Zion, by the au

thority of his name, veſted in his church , will foon

ſet you apart as an Evangeliſt, commiſſioned to de

clare Chriſt's name and his grace, wherever he ſhall

call you by his providence. You are now to receive

folemn views, from which, through light cauſes,

you can never innocently go back ; and from which

you cannot diſmiſs yourſelf, without ſome very pe

culiar and viſible leading in his providence. You

are to receivethe right asa miniſter in his kingdom ,

to reprove, rebuke and exhort ; to preach the goſpel

in all its holy and gracious doctrines, to teach the

myſteries and the grace of eternal life and of the

kingdom of heavenpurchafed by the precious blood

of Chriſt ; to reſiſt the enemies of our Redeemer

and his truth ; to apply the folemn admonitions of

his word ; to convince finners by the authority of

God and the reaſonable arguments and awful fanc

tions of his law ; to detect the falfe hopes of the

hypocrite, and declare an eternal judgment, to the

ungodly and unbelieving ; to bind up the broken

heart of the penitent, and aſſure thoſe who believe,

of the promifes of grace and eternal life. Be faith

ful in all theſe duties, that you may win ſouls by

diſplaying both the awful majeſty and thegrace of

a dying and a reigning Saviour, who in his time,

will come to judge the world and receive his faints

to glory . But who is fufficient for theſe things ?

You muſt give yourſelf to prayer, to ſtudy, to med

itation , to an examination of your own heart, and

to a faithful ſearch of the holy ſcriptures, which

things are the means of an intimate communion

with God and of receiving his aſſiſtance. You

muſt go through evil as well as good report, and be

prepared to meet trouble and affliction for the ſake

of our Lord and the ſouls of men. Be ' hardy as a

good foldier of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; at the ſame

time, exerciſing that patience, that diligence, that
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benevolence, that love of ſouls, that ardent zeal for

the glory of God of which Chriſt himſelf was an

example.

My young Brother, You are going forth as an

Evangeliſt. The commiſſion we give you is more

ſolemn and extenſive than is commonly committed

to our younger brethren . While you remember to

invade no man's particular charge, you will alſo

remember, that every periſhing foul claims your

love, and that you muſt leave no place where there

are not the ſtated inſtitutions of the goſpel, until

the name, the grace and the laws of our divine Re

deemer have been preached.

We ſhould not dare commiſſion you, if we did

not believe, and if we had not, at ſome times, expe

rienced the truth of ourSaviour's promiſe, " Lo !

I am with you . We aſſure you of ourhearts and

our prayers ; but rely only onthe promiſe. When

you find yourſelf weak ; when you need affiſtance

in the public duties of the church, or in private ca

ſes of difficulty ; when you feel too imperfect to di

rect others, and are either bewildered or borne down

with any difficulty, go to your cloſet, and let not

your knees riſe from before him , who never failed

to hear his miniſters and his people, until you can

truſt in his gracious direction. May the Lord be

with and bleſs you.
.

Let the greatneſs of thisaſſembly remind us all of

a greater one, where each foul, muſt give an account

of itſelf ; and in the folemnities before us , may we

join with one heart, to adore our God and Redeem .

er, and pray for the proſperity of Zion. AMEN.

رو
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THE CHARGE,

Given by the Rev. Ammi RUHAMAH ROBBINS, the Father

of the ordained, and Paſtor of the Church in Norfolk , Con.

necticut.

SIR,

YOU having been now ſeparated to the work of

the evangelical miniſtry , byprayer and the laying

on of the hands of this Preſbytery ;-and ordained

an Evangeliſt to go forth into the vineyard of Chrift;

inveſted with authority to perform the duties of a

goſpel miniſter in its various branches.

It remains that we exhort and charge you, faith

fully to fulfil the miniſtry now committed to you.

-We do, therefore, before God, and the Lord Je

ſus Chriſt ; who ſhall judge the quick and the dead

at his appearing ; in the preſence of the elect an

gels, and this numerous aſſembly, ſolemnly charge

you THOMAS, to be a faithful miniſter of Jeſus

Chriſt. And as you have now devoted yourſelf to

his ſervice, ſo , “ Do thou the work of an Evange

lift, make full proof of thy miniſtry.

Take heed to your ownfoul ;-and watch for the

ſouls of thoſe to whom you may miniſter, and with

whom you may be called to labor in the goſpel.

See to it that you know and ſupremely love the true

God and Jeſus Chriſt. That you feel and experi

ence the power of his ſanctifying grace in your heart.

That, in the view of the glory of Chriſt, you can

fay withThomas, “ My Lord and my God ." Main

tain , daily, a humble intercourſe with heaven , and

put your truſt in Chriſt your divine Maſter. Here

by you will derive grace and ſtrength to ſupport

you in the trials , temptations and burdens, which

ever await a Chriſtian minifter.

We charge you to be faithful in your work , in

all its duties. Pray much : alone, and with others .

“ Preach ' the word ; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out
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of ſeaſon .” Preach plainly and faithfully, opening

and inculcating the great doctrines of the goſpel,

and urging its duties and precepts . Seek not to

pleaſe men ; but Chriſt, who hath choſen you to
be a ſoldier.

Weneed not deſcend to a particular conſidera

tion of the doctrines and precepts you are to preach

and urge. They are revealed. They are before

you. Take this facred book ; [giving him a Bible. ]

Keep it near your heart. Meditate therein, and

“ Study to ſhew thyſelf a workman that needeth not

to be aſhamed ; ” and giving to every one, a portion

in due ſeaſon .

Declare, plainly, the whole counſel of God,

whether men will hear or forbear. The importance

of this you will readily feel, when you reflect that

“ Faith cometh by hearing,” and that it “ pleaſeth

God that by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them

that believe.” Warn the wicked, and found the

alarm to the ſecure, ſtupid, ſinner. - Reprove the

vicious, with a ſpirit of meekneſs. Inſtruct the ig

norant, and endeavor to convince the erroneous.

Guide the doubting ,-comfort the deſponding -

Invite the weary andheavy laden to Chriſt, -- ſpeak

comfortably to the people of God, and endeavor to

eſtabliſh them more and more in his truth, and in

his love.

We alſo charge you to adminiſter the ſeals of the

covenant of grace, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper ;

to thoſe whoappear to be the proper and qualified

ſubjects. Affix the ſeal of Chriſt to thoſe who pro

feſs to believe in him , and to their dear offspring

whom they deſire to dedicate to him . Exhibit the

ſacred Emblems of Chriſt crucified , to his followers :

commune with them around his table ; and ſweetly

recognize the dying of the Lord Jeſus.

Be an example of faith and holineſs, to all around

you ; wherever you go, and with whom you re

fide. That they may take knowledge of you,
that
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you have been with Jeſus.-- Viſit the ſick and wound

ed, both in body and ſpirit ; and let your fympa

thy, inſtruction and counſels, be mixed with prayer.

And whenever you may be called to exerciſe the

miniſter's truſt, inordaining and ſetting apart others

to the holy miniſtry ;-fee to it , that on a faithful

examination and ' due acquaintance, in a judg

ment of Chriſtian charity, they be men ofGod ;

and experimentally acquainted with the religion of

Jeſus. Sound in the faith , of good ability, and able

to teach others : that the miniſtry benot blamed,

and the goſpel contemned by theſubtle artifices or

open attacks of the enemies of God. Mind there

fore, the direction of the holy apoſtle, and “ Lay

hands ſuddenly on no man.” Thus we charge you,

faithfully to perform all the duties of your office,

as a Chriſtian miniſter ; devoting yourſelf to this

great and good work , with affiduity, conſtancy and

perſeverance.

And now if you ſhall be enabled by divine grace

and aſſiſtance, to keep this charge ; you will be

accepted of Chriſt, when you ſhall have finiſhed

your courſe ; and when the chief Shepherd ſhall

appear, you ſhall receive a crown of glory.

And now, My Son, having given you this

charge, in the name of Chriſt, and by the direction

and appointment of this venerable council ; I ſhall

now, while you ſtand here before God, on this fol

emn occaſion ; take the freedom , to exhort and

counſel you ; as I have often done, from your child

hood to this time.

Dear Child , Remember you was early devoted

to God. You have been trained up with care and

ſolicitude, that, by the bleſſing of heaven, you might

be enabled to do ſome fervice for Chriſt, in your

day and generation. Conſider the peculiar obliga

tions you are under, to live near to God ; to be

humble and thankful ; and do all in your power,

for the honor of Chriſt, the advancement of his
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great kingdom , and the converſion and ſalvation of

your
fellow -men . Maintain a humble walk with

God, and daily commune with the Lord Jeſus.

Watch againſt the enemies ofyour ſoul, and “ Fight

the good fight of faith . ”

You may expect trials, both inward and outward .

But, exerciſinga humble truſt and fixed confidence

in God, you will be ſupported and carried through

them. Be little in your own view, ſenſible of your

weakneſs; but “ Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in

the power of his might.” Let the honor of God

ever lie near your heart ; and be kindly affectioned

to your fellow -men .

Youare now called to go forth , to preach and

adminiſter, to catechiſe and inſtructin the wilderneſs

far remote. There you will find people of every

deſcription ; the friends and the enemies of the

crofs of Chriſt. You are ſent and employed, un

der God, by thoſe, who have the management of

an inſtitution ; the moſt ſacred , the moſt auſpicious

and favorable to the intereſts of the Redeeiner's

kingdom , and the ſouls of men ; that has ever ex

iſted in our land. And, on which the ſmiles of

heaven have been conſpicuous, to the great joy of

all the friends of Zion. Love and pray for theMif

fionary Society, for its Miffionaries, and all its

friends ; and we will alſo pray
for

you.

Go, my Son, and the Lord be with you. Be not

afraid ; benotdiſcouraged. Itis ſafeto go, where
Chriſt the Maſter calls you. Cleave to him , in all

your journeyings and itinerations, from place to

place,or in the lonely deſert. Look up to Chriſt,
caſt all

your burdens upon him, and he will be your

help and ſupport ; and as your day is , ſo ſhall your

ſtrength be . In your preaching,converſation , viſits,

and all your miniſterial inſtruction ; be prudent,

be cautious, be watchful. What ſhall I ſay more ?

“ Be wiſe as a ſerpent and harmleſs as a dove."
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I defire now, renewedly, to give you up to Chriſt.

May you be the Lord's and faithfully ſerve him .

And when I am dead, and gone to give an account

of my ſtewardſhip ; may you live many days ; and

do eminentſervice in the church of Chriſt. May a

double portion of his bleffed Spirit reſt upon you

that you may long live to be afaithful, and (God

grant it,) a ſucceſsful Miniſter ; an inſtrument in

turning many to righteouſneſs. And may you thro'

infinite, ſovereign mercy, not be a caſtaway, after

you have preached to others ; but be graciouſly

accepted of your eternal Judge, and give up your

account with exceeding joy. I conclude in the

words of David to Solomon ; “ Now, my ſon, the

Lord be with thee, and proſper thee .

RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP ,

Given by the Rev. Nathan Perkins. D. D. Paſtor of the

Church in Weſt Hartford .

AMONG the people of God, peace and love are

virtues in themſelves unſpeakably amiable, and in

their tendency bleſſed . Accordingly, in the facred

volume, theyare recommended with frequency and

earneſtneſs, and celebrated with the utmoſt beauty

of expreſſion. Unionamong the friends of Chriſt

in general, and eſpecially his miniſters, is of the

higheſt conſequence in order to their happineſs and

the proſperity of his cauſe, in the midſt of abound

ing errors and infidelity .- Behold , how good, and

how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in

unity ! It is like the precious ointment upon the head ,

even Aaron's head, that ran down upon the beard ,

even Aaron's beard , that went down theſkirts of his
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garment. As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew

thatdefcended upon themountains of Zion : for there,

the Lord commandeth the bleſſing, even of life forev

ermore.-- If there be therefore any confolation in

Chrift, if any comfort of love, if anyfellowſhip of the

Spirit, if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye my joy ,
that

yebe likeminded, having the ſame love, being of

one accord of one mind.

A ſcene of thankfuljoy is now before us, and pe

culiarly intereſting.- As friends to the diffuſion of

the glories of the goſpel, the preſent folemnity is

ſuch as to awaken our tonguesto praiſe the Lord

the fountain of light and blefſedneſs, who preſides

over all the concerns of the children of men , and

whoſe hand is eſpecially conſpicuous in all their fpi

ritual concerns, and in the proſperity and welfare of

the Redeemer's kingdom .- What but the rich

goodneſs of a graciousGod hath diſpoſed his young

ſervant, on whom the hands of the Preſbytery have

now been laid and ordination conferred agreeably

to theuſage of our churches, and, we apprehend,

the will of the great headof the church, toaccept

of an appointment from the Missionary Trust,

to an arduous and diſtant field of miſſionary labors

and ſervices : to go, and break the bread of life to

our brethren in the wilderneſs — to proclaim peace

and pardon, the glad tidings of redeeming love and

grace to periſhing ſinners — to gather churches - to

diſpenſe the holy ordinances— and to invite his fel

low -immortals along the path to theheavenly Zion.

--- Behold this youngfervant of the Lord, endowed,

we truſt, after a careful examination, with a goſpel

furniture of gifts and graces, now devoting himſelf,

on this, to him important day, never tobe forgot

ten, to the help of the Lord as an Evangeliſt ; about

foon to leave his native home, his father's houſe, to

encounter the fatigue and hardſhips of travelling

through a wilderneſs - to a diſtant wilderneſs of in

fant ſettlements to preach a crucified Jeſus to offer

D



24




	Front Cover
	SERMON, ...
	ORDINATION SERMON. ...
	24 ...
	THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP ...



