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ORDINATION SERMON.

MATTHEW xxviir. 19, 20.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and- of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghoft : teaching them to obferve all things whatfoever I
have commanded you, and lo ! I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world,

THESE words are the commiffion given
by our divine Lord to his difciples, and through
them to all his minifters, to preach the gofpel and
- adminifter its ordinances through the whole world,

until the time of his fecond coming. They were
fpoken after he had given fufficient evidence of his
refurreCtion from the dead, and immediately before
his afcenfion to glory.

_ Although the church was fmall, compofed only
of the difciples and a few others, the fcene was fo.
lemn. The means were fuch as men would judge
inadequate for propagating a new religion through

~the world, and the inftruments, in themfelves, were
weak, defpifed and perfecuted ; but the caufe was
the Lord’s, the Redeemer was paffing to his exalted
ftate on the Father’s right hand, all power both in
heaven and earth being given to him, therefore fuc-
cefs was certain. The works of God both in na-
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ture and in grace, from the beginning have been
wonderful, and we may look back on every period
of time, with adoring apprehenfions of divine power
and wifdom in governing the nations and preferv-
ing the church; but in no period, were fo many
wonderful events crouded into a fhort compafs,
asin that, to whiech the text carries back our re-
fleCtions.

It was the time, to which all the ancient faints,
had looked forward in faith, and the defire of na-
tions had come. The Son of God had made him-
felf of no reputation, and took on him the form of
a fervant. He was born, he lived, he fuffered as
a man. He became our example as well as our
righteoufnefs. ~'When he had gathered a little
church around him, and by his mighty works, and
his glorious doctrines and pure prattice evidenced
his divine and holy charaéter, he died on the crofs
by the hands of finful men. His death was necef-
fary, to make an atonement for the fins of the
world, and it is only through his blood that a
righteous God can be reconciled. And while in
the pains of death, he exemplified the nature and
power of a benevolent temper, in the prayer which
he offered to his Father, for thofe who then took
his life, and for us who have often crucified him
afrefh. Father forgive them, they know not what
they do. We who have a complete revelation of the
fcheme of grace, and the means of everlafting re-
demption, fometimes wonder that the difciples fhould
be ignorant of the neceffity that he fhould be a fuffer-
ing Saviour; but when we look more confiderately
on the {cene,and obferve how rapidly the great events
of the divine counfel unfolded and pafled, how
great and wonderful they were in their very nature,
and how different from the wifdom of men, it ceafes
to be ftrange, that even the difciples fthould fay, we
trufted it had been he who fhould have redeemed
Ifrael. 'We can come with them to the crofs and
to the tomh, and wonder to fee him expiring as a
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criminal and fhrouded in death, whofe fpiritual glo-
ry and fufficiency, we have feen, and felt, putting
hope within us. But blefled be the divine name,
blefled be the treafures of divine love and grace,
that we are foon called from fcenes of affliGion to a
profpe& of joy and glory. 'We can commune with
them in the joy which they exprefled, when they
faid, “ But certain women, alfo, of our company
made us aftonifhed, which were early at the fepul-
chre, and when they found not his body, they came,
faying, that they had alfo feen a vifion of angels
which faid that he was alive :" And this aftonith-
ment was foon changed into faith and joy, which
made the moft cautious of the difciples cry out,
¢ My Lord and my God.” We can alfo unite our
joy with theirs, when we read the account of his
refurreftion, the evidence which was given of the
reality of this wonderful event, the dignity which
he aflumed, and the love which he difplayed in the
commencement of his exalted life, the concife but
comprehenfive diretion which he gave to the firft
minifters of his kingdom, and his afcenfion to glory
on the Father’s right hand, where he intercedes for
his church and governs the world.

My brethren, as the occafion naturally dires,
let us fix our attention on the commiffion he gave
to his difciples, and through them to us, before he
afcended to his glory, ¢ Go ye, theréefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft : teaching
them to obferve all things whatfoever I have com-
manded you, and lo! Iam with you alway, even to
the end of the world.”

By thefe words, we might be led to reflet on the
exalted charater of him who gave this commiffion ;
~on his divinity ; on his glorious offices as mediator;
on the peculiar do&rines of the gofpel of reconcili-
ation ; and on the ordinances and inftitutions ap-

o~



6 ORDINATION SERMON.

pointed in the Chriftian church: but appropriating
them to the prefent occafion, the two following
truths which they contain, particularly merit our
notice.

I. The obligation which is on all Chriftians, and
efpecially on_ the minifters of Chrift’s church, to
propagate the gofpel, in its doftrines and practice,
through the whole world.

II. The divine promife, that Chrift will be with
his church and thofe who are the inftruments in this
undertaking, and lo! I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.

I. We will confider the obligation which is onall
Criftians, and efpecially on the minifters of Chrift’s
church, to propagate the gofpel, in its doctrines and
pradtice, through the whole world. -

All who have heard the holy gofpel of Jefus
Chrift, are folemnly bound, both by the command-
ment of our Lord, and by the benevolent fpirit of
Chriftian piety, to communicate the tidings of falva-
tion ; to fpread a knowledge of the treafures of di-
vinelove, the merits of a Saviour’s bleod, the blef-
fednefs of a holy temper and prattice, and the glori-
ous and eternal life and immortality, which are
brought to light in the gofpel. Perhaps many,
who are real Chriftians, or who have a convic-
tion of the reality and importance of the Chriftian
religion, have often read the words of our text,
without confidering the obligation on themfelves.
They have read, and perhaps ferioufly meditated on
the command ; they have admired its fulnefs, its
grace, its extenfion to the whole world and to the
end of time; they have viewed it asa direttion to
Chrift’s minifters, and efpecially to the apoftles ; but
little thought that it wasa command of the Re-
deemer to themfelves, and that all Chriftians had
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a duty here affigned them. But, my brethren, what
other conftrution can we put on the words of
Chnift? or how, when we confider the nature of
the cafe, and the neceflity and ufe of means in dif-
penfing divine knowledge, can we fuppofe any
Chriftian to be exempted from the obligation, in
his place, to ufe means that this gofpel may be
preached to all nations? Are not the words which
are fpoken direétly to Chrift’s minifters, in many
. cafes, to be confidered as fpoken to his church and
to all who read his word ? The church and its min-
ifters cannot be feparated, and all the precepts of
our afcended Lord confider themin a relation, im-
plying mutual bonds, obligations and duties. If it
be the duty of Chrift’s minifters to reprove, rebuke,
exhort and teach in the name of the Lord, and ac-
cording to his holy oracles, it is the duty of men to
hear the truth unto the obedience of faith. If it be
the duty of Chrift’s minifters as evangelifts to go
and teach all nations, it is the duty of their Chrif-
tian Brethren, to fet them apart for this purpofe,
to aid their neceffities with the bread and clothing of
the world, and to pray without ceafing that their
way may be made profperous. There is no other
reafonable underftanding of the divine command in
the text, and in many other places of a fimilar na-
ture. '

Truly it is {trange that Chriftians have been for
many ages, fo little fenfible of the duty, and it can
be accounted for, only by that blindnefs and form-
ality, which is natural to the human heart. It is
ftrange that Chriftians have read the hiftory of the di-
vineincarnation, the Redeemer’s compaffion to fouls,
his diligence, his paffion, his command to teach all
nations, and feen the conneion there is between
the ufe of means and a divine blefling, and made
fo few and fuch fmall exertions, that the faver of
hisname, of his laws and of glory to come fhould
be fpread through the world.—We very well know
that all cannot be evangelifts ; that all are not qual-
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ified, either by natural Fifts, human acquirements;
or the qualifications of fantifying grace, to be em-
ployed as teachers in the vineyard ; ftill this doth
not free any from an obligation, in their places, to
aid the gracious; the glorious defign.
~ That this is a right explanation of our duty, may
alfo be learned, in the fecond place, from the nature
of 'the Chriftian temper. :
To be a Cliriftian is to be benevolent, to with
the extenfion of happinefs in the falvation of men,
fo far as it pleales fovereign goodnefs and infinite
wifdom to diffufe the bleflings of grace. If we are
in the temper of our minds the difciples of the Lord
Jefus Chrift, it will not be difficult for us to under-
ftand in its largeft extent, the command of the di-
vine Redeemer, to teach all nations in our faith and
the nature of our hopes for eternity. To do good,
and to commaunicate; to goand do as the good Sam-
aritan did to a ftranger, be he ever fo diftant in a
heathen land ; to teach benighted men the knowl-
edge of a glorious Saviour, and bring them to com-
munion with him in the joys of his kingdom, and
in the adoration that is- offered him as king on the
throne ; to be the inftruments of bringing - to their
knowledge life and immortality and a weight of
eternal glory, purchafed by the blood of Chrift,
~ will be our moft pleafing employment, if we are
the difciples of Chrift. Neither is this an acciden-
tal part of the Chriftian temper : but the very efx
fence of conformity to our divine Redeemer. As
the Son of God came to feek and to fave that which
is loft, fo his people, partaking of his Spirit, with
and pray for all the bleflings of divine grace on the
whole world of mankind. They pray for thofe who
are thoughtlefs in the midft of the vifible Zion, that
their eyes may be opened to fee againft how great
light they fin, and that there will be no efcape, after
they have abufed by impenitence, the means and
the calls of divine love. Their compaffion yearns
over thofe parts of Chriftendom, where the fpirit
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and prattice of pure Chriftianity is Joft, while the -
name is retained ; over the heathen lands, where
Chrift is not named ; over the unbelieving Jews,
who continue to rejet unto their own judgment,
him whom their fathers pierced. But if this be
- the true Chriftian fpirit, why have we remained fo
+ long unfeeling to the perifhing ftate of men? The
very queftion ought to humble us, and no folution
can be given, but our imperfection in the Chriftian
fpirit and praétice, and becaufe our Lord hath per-
mitted, that blindnefs, in this refpet, fhould, for
many ages which have paft, happen to his church.
We fhall go no further, we fhall do no more than
Chrift afhftsus. Like his difciples in the garden,
we fhall be heavy and fleep, until he cometh and
awaketh us. The fpirit and the life as well as the
reward and the crown are from him. Glory be to
his name, that we have fo much caule to think, he
is caufing this film of ignorance .concerning their
duty, to fall from the eyes of his church. Glory be
to his name, that we have fo much reafon to believe
his chariot wheels are near, when by his coming,
new fervor ihall be given to his church, and his
praife will be fpoken by nations of people called
from the depths of heathen ignorance. ,

.But that there is this obligation on Chriftians may
be inferred, thirdly, from the unhappy ftate of thofe
who have not the ftated inftitutions and ordinances
of the gofpel, and efpecially fuch as know not our
Redeemer’s name. Refle, my brethren, on the
unhappy condition of many in our new fettlements,
who are our brethren and our children. We are’
the perfons who have confecrated them to God in
infancy ; we have taught them the firft principles
of Chriftianity, and told them to believe in Chrift,
to keep his laws, and reverence his Sabbaths ; but
without our Chriftian aid, they cannot yet have the
means. Doth not their condition claim our affift-
ance, and if we do not grant it, can we be called
their fathers and bmhrelllB in Chrift ?
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But lo ! the fituation of the Heathen is more
pitiable than thefe. In the midft of the forrows and
pains of life, which need a comfort from the gof-
pel, and being guilty finners like ourfelves, going
annually by mullions into eternity, they know not
God, nor his law, nor its -awful penalties ; they
know not the treafures of divine grace, nor a Re-
deemer’s fufficiency, and the method of forgivenefs
through his blood ; they know not the inftruétions
which Chriftians have from the holy fcriptures,
which enjoin repentance toward God, faith in our
Lord Jefus Chnft, and the good works that flow
from thefe difpofitions of the heart ; they have nev-

" er heard of the throne of God and the Lamb, nor
the praifes around it, which are like mighty thun.
derings, and the found of many waters ; they do
not know the merits of the Redeemer’s blood, nor
the holy temper, the glory and eternity of heav-
en, and its worfhip.—Doth not the fituation of
thefe, our brethren by nature, fhow the obligation
which is on us, to adopt all the means in our pow-
er, that the gofpel may be preached to every nation
under heaven. If we feel the bleflings of a Chrif-
tian faith, of a Chriftian life, and oﬁ plety ; if we
confider the unhappinefs, both in this and the world
toxcome, of thofe who know not a Saviour’s name ;
or if it delight our hearts to hear of his praife and
of Chriftian communion in diftant lands, we fhall
feel the obligation which is on all believers in Jefus,
that this gofpel be preached to evegv creature ; and
we fhall be humbled that we have done fo little, as
inftruments, to carry our Redeemer’s promife into
glorious execution.

But here I am fenfible the unbelieving heart be-

ins to thow itlelf, and to fay, it is a great work, it
is an impoffible and hopelefs undertaking. But
why fhould any fay thus? If we can explore new
regions, if we can cultivate and fertilize them, can
we not plant the gofpel with thefe improvements ?
If we can in multitudes, take pofleffion of a wilder-

v
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nefs, to improve the worldly intereft .of ourfelves
and our children, can we not alfo lay up the treaf
ure of heaven for them and for ourfelves? If we
can fpread through all the native tribes for the pur-
pofes of an enriching traffic, can we not fend and
-{upport a few brethren among them, to declare the
name of him, who died for his enemies on the crofs,
and whofe blood and merits are as fufficient for
them as for us; among thofe, to whom a glorious
eternity will be as valuable as to us; thofe, whofe
voices might be as fweet in heaven, and whofe
praife and eternal glory would be as dear to the Re-
deemer as our own? Certainly, the excufe of diffi-
culty in the undertaking ought te vanifh, until we
have faithfully and with long continuance made an
effort to communicate the blefling. Nothing but
this ought to fet us at eafe on the fubjet. We
know the work is great, and fo was the work of firft
promulgating Chnitianity ; but our Lord, both in
the propagation of the Chriftian faith and in pre-
{ferving his church, often ufes weak means for pro-
ducing great events. Heaven will be peopled thro’
weak means, although it be almighty grace and
fovereign love which brings the leaft of his faints to
a crown of glory. But why do we fay the work
of propagating the gofpel is great or hopelefs, when
we confider, which was next propofed for confider-
ation, '

II. The promife that Chrift will be with his
church and thofe who are inftruments in fpreading
his faith through the world, ¢ Lo ! I am with you
alway, even to the end of the world.” '

If this work were left to us, it would never be
done; but it is the Lord’s and fhall be accomplith-
ed. Although there hath, through the foreordina-
tion of infinite wifdom, been a long delay ; althougn
the profefling Chriftian church hath experienced
the deepeft corruption, and for fundry ages the Hea-
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then have remained in deep ignorance, and many
been darkened by the impofture of the bottomlefs
pit ; the promife remains, and is fure, and he
who made it is on the throne. Seated in the midft
of his Zion, he rules all the nations; the fulnefs
of the Gentiles fhall flow to him ; the darknefs
which hath happened to Ifrael fhall be cleared away;
pure hands fhall be lifted, and a pure incenfe fhall
be offered to his name unto the ends of the earth;
and all the nations of the world thall know him,
who hath purchafed redemption with his blood.

If this work were left to us, truly there would be
caufe to defpond ; for we are utterly infufficient,
except fo far as we are affifted by fovereign grace,
If left to ourfelves our hearts would fink and be un-
faithful ; if left to ourfelves we could not convince
or change the courfe of one obftinate finner. But
ftill in the fcheme of divine grace it was wife, it was
good for us, and it hath pleafed infinite wifdom
- to appoint means. = Without them there is no rea-
fon to expe&t a blefling, and where a bleffing
is decreed, the Lord always raifeth up the inftru-
ments, whom he determineth to ufe as means for
building his kingdom, and bringing immortal fouls
to a knowledge of his precious and glorious falva-
tion. -

That Chrift will be with his minifters is a truth,
not without witnefs from the providential difpenfa-
tions of his grace. From the time the gofpel was
firft preached, men have been employed as in-
ftruments in its propagation. Earthern veflels
have been ufed in the fantuary. The fpirit of
Jefus hath been poured down, finners have been
convinced and made to cry, What fhall we do?
Churches have been formed, and the fons and
daughters of the Lord have been edified, and all
through the weaknefs of preaching. '

Thofe who have labored in the churches of an-
cient eftablifhment, can bear their teftimony that
the Lord hath been with them ; he hath been with
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them in troubles, in labors, in feafons of darknefs,
in the time when their own hearts were weak, and
in times of attack from enemies of the true faith.
He hath been with them to give patience under per-
ils innumerable, to fupport their minds under afflic-
tions, to affift them in their ftudies and in their
public performances, to cheer. their hearts by fea-
fons of fweet communion with himfelf, and to give
power to the word difpenfed from their lips. And
how often have there been remarkable difpenfations
of providence, to preferve the church and its friends
againft the ftratagems and enmity of the gates of
hell ? When we read the hiftory of the world, and .
its oppofition to the truth of Chrift, a moft afton-
ifhing evidence arifes, that God is in the midit of his
church, although it be unworthy of his grace; and
that he hath been with his minifters, to give efficacy
to his word. The word is his own and it thall have
- power ; the grace is his own and it fhall be glorified ;
fincere Chriftians are his own chofen and called
and fandlified ones, and he will blefs the weaknefs
of means to bring them to eternal life.

Let not this caufe be judged, nor its purity im-
peached, nor its eventual fuccefs be doubted, from
the weaknefs of its means. Becaufe the minifters
‘of religion are men of like finful paflions with their
brethren, always imperfect and fometimes openly
erroneous and finful in their practice, letit not be
thought that the promife, Lo ! I am with you to the
end of the world, is fallible; for the Lord can im-
prove the unworthy, and bring good out of evil:
Neither let it be thought that the infinite power and
wifdom of divine grace is limited, by the impotence
and imperfe&tion of its inftruments. And fhall not
the evidence that the promife is unfailing, which is
taken from the truth of him who made it, and con-
firmed by the experience of fo many centuries, be
trufted by us now living, who from experience
know, that if divine grace had not been infinite
and almighty, fuch finners as we are, never could
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have had a right to hope ? Yes! the evidence is
enough, itis all we need to convince us, that the
time is near at hand, when Jefus fhall reign king of
all the nations. He will be with his future minif-
ters, and will raife up of our children and the chil-
dren of the church, to preach his name and his law
to the ends of the earth. He will go with them
and make his gofpel glorious ; and whatever diffi-
culties they may meet from an oppofing world, and
the fluggithnefs of their own hearts ; how often
foever they may be driven to their clofets and to
their knees to beg divine direftion when their way
is hedged up in thick darknefs, he will be with
them, he will hear them, he will encourage their
hearts and fay to them, my ftrength fhall be per-
feted in your weaknefs ; the glory fhall be mine,
and it thall be your bleflednefs to behold it.

My Chriftian brethren, there is a very pleaﬁxig
and folemn ufe may be made of this fubject.

1. It teaches us to rejoice in the Lord our Re-
deemer, and in his kingdom. ,

Heis a Redeemer all-fufficient for us and for the
church. The kingdom which we profefs to love,
by the power and grace of its king, fhall be eftab-
lithed through the earth. The dark ages which we
behold fhall pafs away, and men every where fhall
know and praife his name. Is there any true Chrif-
tian, whofe heart doth not leap within him for
joy, in reading the promife, Lo! I am with you my
children in all your difficulties, and I hear all your
prayers. I am with thee my church, and though
the mother may forget her fucking child, yet will
not I forget thee, for thou art graven on the palms
of my hands, and fealed in my heart ; thou art my
praife, I purchafed thee with my blood and thou
thalt reign with mein glory, and {oon all the nations
of men arbund thee, fhall fay, come let us go up to
Zion with a fong. This, my brethren, is our joy
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and our hope, and weare not afthamed to have the
unbelieving world hear us fpeak of the glory of
Jefus of Nazareth, and declare our hope of offer-
ing up praife before the throne of the Lamb.

2. Letus not in thefe profpets forget the ftate
we are now in, and the arduous duties we have to
perform.

‘We are not yet come to the crown, nor are all the
ele& gathered in ; we have yet to fight with beafts
at Ephefus, and there are many Alexanders who
will do much evil to us and the caufe of our Lord.
‘We have to wreftle with flefh and blood, with prin-
cipalities and powers and fpiritual wickednefs in
high places. It is yet a time for wreftling and pray-
er and much tribulation. The beaft is yet making
war againft the faints, and the dragon continues to
caft waters out of his mouth after them. While
we truft in him, who is called faithful and true, and
hath a name written on his vefture, King of kings,
and Lord of lords, let us abound in faith, in pray.
er, and in good works. :

Two things are necaflary for the faithful per-
formance of our duty. The firft is, to feek that we
may grow in the Chriftian temper and praétice, and
* by our faith and humility be lights in the world ;
and fecondly, that we ftrive to fpread a knowledge
of this falvation to the ends of the earth. If we
live in a manner unworthy our profeffion, we muft
expet that men will ftumble over us to perdition ;
and if the-fime approaches, that he who ruleth
in righteoufnefs, will arife from his place to gather
the world into his church, it is our duty to inftitute
fuch means as we may expe&t him to blefs in fo
great and glorious a work. '

3. How folemn and encouraging is this fubjeét to
thofe of us, who have received a charge, in all faith-
fulnefs, and without the fear of men, to preach the
gofpel of Jefus. “To us who are lefs than the leaft
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of all faints is this grace given, that we fhould preach
among the Gentiles the unfearchable riches of
Chrift : to the intent that now unto the principali-
ties and powers in heavenly places, might be khown
by the church the manifold wifdom of God : accord-
ing to the eternal purpofe which he purpofed in
Chrift Jefus our Lord : In whom we have boldnefs
and accefs with confidence by the faith of him.”
But who is fufficient for-thefe things ! Who can
feel the weight of this commiffion and not tremble
. for himfelf 7 Who can refle& on the glory of God,
which is conne&ted with our fidelity; and on the
worth of thofe fouls to whom we munifter, without
faying, ¢ Woe is me for I am a man of unclean
lips.” Butit is one of the wonderful works of fov-
ereign grace, that the church hath this treafure in
earthern veflels, and that God blefleth his word
from the mouths of men who have like paffions
with others, and whofe miniftrations muft be quick-
ened by the Spirit, and cleanfed in the blood of
Chrift. How humble; how circumfpeé&, how ftu-
dious, how diligent and prayerful we ought to be
in this work! How faithful to declare the whole
truth ! How imprefled with a fenfe of the worth of
men’s fouls | How weaned from the world and ele-
vated to the kingdom of Jefus! But while every
difcerning mind, in view of human weaknefs, would
thrink back from the work ; for our encouragement
we hear our Lord’s promife, ¢ Lo ! I am with you
alway, even to the end of the world.” If we fpeak
his word he will be with us.” If we are humble he
will ftrengthen us, and glorify and make himfelf
powerfulin our weaknefs. The caufe, the crown,
the glory, the eternal -praife are his; let us, there-
fore, neither be. afraid nor unbelieving. If thefe
fouls, around us, may be faved through means fo
weak, greater glory will accrue to the divine name,
“than if angels were heralds of his law and grace.
Let us never enter the facred place of dilpenfing
truth and grace, without humbling ourfelves before
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our Lord, and feeling the greatnefs of the duty weé
have to perform. Let us never look on the con-
gregations to which we minifter, without think.
ing, thefefouls are deftined to life or to death eter-
nal. Under all our darknefs, coldnefs of heart,
minifterial infufficiency, and perfonal troubles thro’
the weaknefs of grace and from a world oppofing the
truth § let us by much ftudy of the fcriptures, and
much prayer, feek communion with our Lord, and
. wifdom and fidelity from him to do our duty. He
is a gracious Redeemer and King, and if we thus
do he will not forfake us.

I'muft conclude this tedious difcourfe, by partic-
ularly addrefling our young Brother, who 1s now
to be folemnly confecrated to the work of an Evan.
gelift.

My young Brother in the faith of our dear and
glorious Redeemer, ,

You are come, perhaps, to the moft folemn pe-
riod of your life, except it be that, in which you
muft leave the world to give an account of your
ftewardfhip. We doubt not but he who gave the
promife, that he will alway be with his church and
blefs its inftitutions, is prefent with us in thefe fo-
lemnities. You are now to receive a moft important
office, to take on yourfelf a weighty charge, and
accept a commiffion for which you muft give an
account. You are to receive a commiflion and a
charge, which, in its effects, will probably be a
favor of life unto life, or - death unto death to many
fouls. .This work, to which you are called by the
providence of the King in Zion, is the moft difficult
to perform and the moft interefting in its confe-
quences, of any to which man can be devoted. We
do not promife you the honors of the world; we
do not flatter you with the profpets of earthly eafe ;
for you are entering in a ftate, in which there is much
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duty to perform. The Lord of Zion, by the au-
thority of his name, vefted in his church, will foon
fet you apart as an Evangelift, commiffioned to de-
elare Chrift’s name and his grace, wherever he fhall
call you by his providence. You are now to receive
folemn views, from which, through light caufes,
you can never innocently go back ; and from which
you cannot difmifs yourfelf, without fome very pe-
culiar and vifible lsading in his providence. You
are to reccive the right as a minifter in his kingdom,
to reprove, rebuke and exhort ; to preach the gofpel
in all its holy and gracious doétrines, to teach the
myfteries and the grace of eternal life and of the
kingdom of heaven purchafed by the precious blood
of Chrift ; to refift the enemies of our Redeemer
and his truth ; to apply the folemn admonitions of
his word ; to convince finners by the authority of
God and the reafonable arguments and awful fanc-
tions of his law ; to detett the falfe hopes of the
hypocrite, and declare” an eternal judgment.to the
ungodly and unbelieving ; to bind up the broken
heart of the penitent, and affure thofe who believe,
of the promifes of grace and eternal life. Be faith-
" ful in all thefe duties, that you may win fouls by
difplaying both the awful majefty and the grace of
a dying and a reigning Saviour, who in his time,
will come to judge the world and receive his faints
to glory. But who is fufficient for thefe things?
You muit give yourfelf to prayer, to ftudy, to med-
itation, to an examinztion of your own heart, and
to a faithful fearch of the holy fcriptures, which
things are the means of an intimate communion
with God and of recciving his affiftance. You
muft go through evitas well as good report, and be
prepared to meet trouble and affliction for the fake
of our Lord and the fouls of men. Be hardy as a
good foldier of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; at the fame
time, exercifing that patience, that diligence, that
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benevolence, that love of fouls, that ardent zeal for
the glory of God of which Chrift himfelf was an
example. - o

My young Brother, You are going forth as an
Evangelift. The commiffion we give you is more
folemn and extenfive than is commonly committed
to our younger brethren. While you remember to
invade no man’s particular charge, you will alfo
remember, that every perithing foul claims your
love, and that you muft leave no place where there
are not the ftated inftitutions of the gofpel, until
the name, the grace and the laws of our divine Re-
deemer have been preached.

‘We fhould not dare commiffion you, if we did
not believe, and if we had not, at fome times, expe-
rienced the truth of our Saviour’s promife, ¢ Lo!
Tam with you.” We affure you of our hearts and
our prayers ; but rely only on the promife. When
you find yourfelf weak ; when you need affiftance
in the public duties of the church, or in private ca-
fes of difficulty ; when you feel too imperfet to di-
rect others, and are either bewildered or borne down
with any difﬁ‘cul?r, go to your clofet, and let not
your knees rife from before him, who never failed
to hear his minifters and his people, until you can
truft in his gracious direCtion. May the Lord be
with and blefs you.

Let the greatnefs-of this affembly remind us all of
a greater one, where each foul, muft give an account
of itfelf ; and in the folemnities before us, may we
join with one heart, to adore our God and Redeem-
er, and pray for the profperity of Zion. AMEN.
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THE CHARGE,
Given by the Rev. Ammr Rusaman Rossins, the Father
of the ordained, and Paftor of the Church in Norfolk, Con.-
neficut.

Sir, ‘

YOU having been now feparated to the work of
the evangelical miniftry, by prayer and the laying
on of the hands of this Prefbytery ;—and ordained
an Evangelift to go forth into the vineyard of Chrift;
invefted with authority to perform the duties of a
gofpel minifter in its various branches.—

It remains that we exhort and charge you, faith-
fully to fulfil the miniftry now  committed to you.
—We do, therefore, before God, and the Lord Je-
fus Chrift ; who fhall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing ; in the prefence of the elet an-
gels, and this numerous affembly, folemnly charge
you THomas, to be a faithful minifter of Jefus
Chrift. And as you have now devoted yourfelf to
his fervice, fo, ¢ Do thou the work of an Evange- -
lift, make full proof of thy miniftry.”

Take heed to your own foul ;—and watch for the
fouls of thofe to whom you may minifter, and with
whom you may be called to labor in the gofpel.
See to it that you know and fupremely love the true
God and Jefus Chrift. That you feel and experi-
ence the power of his fan¢tifying grace in your heart.
That, in the view of the glory of Chrift, you can
fay with Thomas, ¢ My Lord and my God.” Main-
tain, daily, a humble intercourfe with heaven, and
put your truft in Chrift your divine Mafter. Here-
by you will derive grace and ftrength to fupport
you in the trials, temptations and burdens, which
ever await a Chriftian minifter. ‘ '

We charge you to be faithful in your work, in
all its duties. Pray much: alone, and with others.
% Preach the word ; be inftant in feafon and out
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of feafon.” Preach plainly and faithfully, opening
and inculcating the great dotrines of the gofpel,
and urging its duties and precepts. Seek not to
pleafe men ; but Chrift, who hath chofen you to
be a foldier.

We need not defcend to a particular confidera-
tion of the doétrines and precepts you are to preach
and urge. They are revealed. They are before
you. Take this facred book ; [giving him a Bible.]
Keep it near your heart. Meditate therein, and
< Study to fhew thyfelf a workman that needeth not
to be afhamed ;** and giving to every one, a porfion
in due feafon. '

Declare, plainly, the whole counfel of God,
whether men will hear or forbear. The importance
of this you will readily feel, when you refleét that
¢ Faith cometh by hearing,” and that it ¢ pleafeth
God that by the foolifhnefs of preaching to fave them
that believe.”” Warn the wicked, and found the
alarm to the fecure, ftupid, finner.—Reprove the
vicious, with a fpirit of meeknefs. Inftru& the ig-
norant, and endeavor to convince the erroneous.—
Guide the doubting,—comfort the defponding.—
Invite the weary and heavy laden to Chrift,—fpeak
comfortably to the people of God, and endeavor to
eftablifh them more and more in his truth, and in
his love.

We alfo charge you to adminifter the feals of the
covenant of grace, Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper ;
to thofe who appear to be the proper and qualified
fubjets. Afhx the feal of Chrift to thofe who pro-
fefs to believe in him, and to their dear offspring
~whom they defire to dedicate to him. Exhibit the
facred Emblems of Chrift crucified, to his followers:
commune with them around his table ; and {weetly
recognize the dying of the Lord Jefus.

Be an example of faith and holinefs, to all around
you ; wherever you go, and with whom you re-
fide, That they may take knowledge of you, that -
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you have been with Jefus.—Vifit the fick and wound.
ed, both in body and fpirit ; and let your fympa-
thy, inftrution and counfels, be mixed with prayer.

And whenever you may be called to exercife the
minifter’s truft, in ordaining and fetting apart others
to the holy miniftry ;—fee to it, that on a faithful
examination and due acquaintance, in a judg-
ment of Chriftian charity, they be men of God;
and experimentally acquainted with the religion of
Jefus.  Sound in the faith, of good ability, and able
to teach others: that the miniftry be not blamed,
and the gofpel contemned by the fubtle artifices or
open attacks of the enemies of God. Mind there-
fore, the diretion of the holy apoftle, and « Lay
hands fuddenly on no man.” Thus we charge you,
faithfully to perform all the duties of your office,
as a Chriftian minifter ; devoting yourlelf to this
great and good work, with affiduity, conftancy and
perfeverance. ‘

And now if you fhall be enabled by divine grace
and affiftance, to keep this charge; you will be
accepted of Chrift, when you thall have finifhed
your courfe; and when the chief Shepherd fhall
appear, you fhall receive a crown of glory.

And now, My Son, having given you this
charge, in the name of Chrift, and by the direftion
and appointment of this venerable council; I fhall
. now, while you ftand here before God, on this fol.
emn occafion ; take the freedom, to exhort and
counfel you ; as I have often done, from your child-
hood to this time.

Dear Child, Remember you was early devoted
to God. You have been trained up with care and
{olicitude, that, by the blefling of heaven, you might
be enabled to do fome fervice for Chrift, in your
day and generation. Confider the peculiar obliga-
tions you are under, to live near to God; to be
humble and thankful ; and do all in your power,
for the honor of Chrift, the advancement of his
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great kingdom, and the converfion and falvation of
your fellow-men. Maintain a humble walk with
God, and daily commune with the Lord Jefus.
Watch againft the enemies of your foul, and ¢ Fight
the good fight of faith.” :

You may expet trials, both inward and outward.
But, exercifing a humble truft and fixed confidence
in God, you will be fupported and carried through
© them. Be little in your own view, fenfible of your
weaknefs ; but ¢ Be ftrong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might.”” Let the honor of God
ever lie near your heart ; and be kindly aftectioned
to your fellow-men.

You are now called to go forth,—to preach and
adminifter, to catechife and inftru in the wildernefs
far remote. There you will find people of every
defcription ; the friends and the enemies of the
crofs of Chrift. You are fent and employed, un-
der God, by thofe, who have the management of
an inftitution ; the moft facred, the moft aufpicious
and favorable to the interefts of the Redeemer’s
kingdom, and the fouls of men; that has ever ex-
ifted in our land. And, on which the fmiles of
heaven have been confpicuous, to the great joy of
all the friends of Zion. Love and pray for the Mif-
fionary Society, for its Miffionaries, and all its
friends ; and we will alfo pray for you. .

Go, my Son, and the Lord be with you. Be not
afraid ; be not difcouraged. It is fafe to go, where
Chrift the Mafter calls you. Cleave to him, in all
your journeyings and itinerations, from place to
place, or in the lonely defert. Look up to Chrift,
caft all your burdens upon him, and he will be your
help and fupport ; and as your day is, fo fhall your
ftrength be. In your preaching, converfation, vifits,
and all your minifterial inftrution ; be prudent,
be cautious, be watchful.. 'What fhall I fay more?
¢ Be wife asa ferpent and harmlefs as a dove.”
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I defire now, renewedly, to give you up to Chrift.
May you be the Lord’s and faithfully ferve him.
And when I am dead, and gone to give an account
of my ftewardfhip ; may you live many days ; and
do eminent fervice in the church of Chrift.  May a
double portion of his blefled Spirit reft upon you
that you may long live to be a faithful, and (God
grant it,) a fuccefsful Minifter ; an inftrument in
turning many to righteoufnefs. And may you thro’
infinite, fovereign mercy, not be a caftaway, after
you have preached to others ; but be gracioufly
accepted of your eternal Judge, and give up your
account with exceeding joy. I conclude in the
words of David to Solomon ; ¢ Now, my fon, the
Lord be with thee, and profper thee.”

3D 3 M-~ -~

RIGHT HAND OF FELI,OWSHH’,

Given by the Rev. Natuan Perxins, D. D. Paftor of the
- Church in Weft Hartford.

AMONG the people of God, peace and love are
virtues in themfelves unfpeakably amiable, and in
their tendency blefled. Accordingly, in the facred
volume, they are recommended with frequency and
earneftnefs, and celebrated with the utmoft beaut
of expreflion. Union among the friends of Chri({
in general, and efpecially his minifters, is of the
higheft confequence in order to theix happinefs and
the profperity of his caufe, in the midft of abound-
ing errors and infidelity.—Behold, . how good, and
bow pleafant it is for brethren to duwell together in
unity ! It is like the precious ointment upon the head,
even Aaron’s head, that ran down upon the beard,
even Aaron’s beard, that went down the fkirts of bis
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garment. As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew
that defcended upon the mountains of Zion : for there.
the Lord commandeth the bleffing, even of life forev-
ermore.~If there be therefore any confolation in
Chrift, if any comfort of love, if any fellow/bip of the
Jpirit, if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye my joy,
that ye be likeminded, baving the fame love, being of
one accord——of one mind.

A {cene of thankful joy is now before us, and pe-
culiarly interefting.—As friends to the diffufion of
the glories of the gofpel, the prefent folemnity is
fuch as to awaken our tongues to praife the Lord.
the fountain of light and bleflednefs, who prefides
over all the concerns of the children of men, and
whofe hand is- efpecially confpicuous in all their {pi-
ritual concerns, and in the profperity and welfare of
the Redeemer’s kingdom.—What but the rich

oodnefs of a gracious God hath difpofed his young

ervant, on whom the hands of the Prefbytery have
now been laid and ordination conferred agreeably
to the ufage of our churches, and, we apprehend,
the will ofg the great head of the church, to accept
of an appointment from the Missionary TrusT,
to an arduous and diftant field of miffionary labors
and fervices : to go, and break the bread of life to
our brethren in the wildernefs—to proclaim peace
and pardon, the glad tidings of redeeming love and
- grace to perithing finners—to gather churches—to
difpenfe the holy ordinances—and to invite his fel-
low-immortals along the path to the heavenly Zion.
—Behold this young fervant of the Lord, endowed,
we truft, aftera careful examination, with a gofpel-
furniture of gifts and graces, now devoting himfelf,
on this, to him important day, never to be forgot-
ten, to the help of the Lord as an Evangelift ; about
foon to leave his native home, his father’s houfe, to-
encounter the fatigue and hardthips of travelling
through a wildernefs—to a diftant wildernefs of in-
fant fettlements to preacha crucified Jefus=—to offer
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