Or Me Nl" MO o M llor>
A /rvm,{,,/w

A A
SERMO N,

PREACHED ON THE

STATE FAST,

APRIL 6th, 1798.

PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE HEARERS.
b —— —~— " . __ ]
By NATHAN STRONG,

PASTOR OF THE NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN HARTFORD.

- — —————————— ——— —— ———
'
SRR
HARTFORD:

PRINTED BY

HUDSON & GOODWIN.

1798.



FAST SERMON.

— W e—

18AIAH xxVi. 21.

For bebold, the Lord cometh out of bis place to punifhs
the inbabitants of the earth for their iniquity : The
earth alfo fball difclofe ber blood, and fball no more
cover ber flain.

THE book of Ifaiah is a very extenfive and an-
cient prophecy. It was probably given at a
number of times, and by the compilers of the Old
Teftament brought together in one book, without
noting the particular times or the exa¢t fucceffion in
which the feveral parts were written by the prophet.
The firft part of the book, moftly contains a reproof
of the fins prevalent in Ifrael, and a denunciation of
heavy judgments on particular nations, and on the
earth generally. Some of thefe prophecies, have
had a minute and very wonderful accomplifhment.
Others, a partial fulfilment, and remain yetin part to
be fulfilled ; and the events to which fome of them
relate are yet altogether future. The fulfilment of
man{ parts, in a manner fo exa&, and fo contrary
to all preceding human expeQations, is furprifing
to the confiderate reader ; and we do not need any
better proof, that the prophet fpoke by an infpira-
tion from the Omnifcient and Almighty God, whe
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governs the world, and that therefore, in due time,
the whole will be accomplithed.

Several names of places and people, againft whom
much is denounced in this prophecy, we know to
be typical names ; fuch as Egypt, Babylon, Edom
and others. The writings of one prophet often
explain another. We know that by thefe names, -
the later prophets, efpecially St. John in the apoc-
alyple, meant the Roman powers, both Pagan, and
Antichriftian, and the nations now fubfifting, who
fprung upin a diftinét ftate, on the diffolution of im-
perial Rome. Many parts of Ifaiah’s denunciations,
were literally fulfilled in the deftru&ion of ancient
Edom, Egypt and Babylon.  Other parts, delivered
under thefe typical names, are either at this time
fulfilling, or remain in future to be accomplithed.

Further, the prophet Ifaiah in a great number of
places, denounces a ftate of mifery, beyond whatever
had been, to go thro the whole world. Since his
day, to the prefent, there hath been nothing general
enough to anfwer the prediction. St. John, alfoin
his revelation prediéts the fame. This general con-
vulfion of mankind, which by the prophetic defcrip-
tion is to go thro the earth, and to be attended by
diftrefs of nations, and public calamities, exceeding
what had been at any time before; is by the prom-
ifes of God’s word to be followed by a ftate of uni-
verfal peace, called the glorious kingdom of Chrift,
when men fhall learn war no more, religion be felt
and pratifed in its purity, with all that civil and re-
ligious order, which naturally fprings from the
heart’s being made right, by an effufion of the fpirit
of God.

This fame time of a general diftrefs of nations, is
alfo foretold by Chrift himfelf, and feveral of his
apoftles ; and they point out the period to be knrown
when it comes, by a number of moral figns. That
there fhall be little faith in the earth—men fhall be
in a ftateof deep fecurity concerning their own falvas
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tion and another world—the truthof the fcriptures
will be much called in quefticn—and multitudes will
fay where is the promife of his coming,for fince the
Fathers fell a fleep all things remain as they were.
This diftrefs and convulfion of nations, is doubtlefs
to be effeted by men themfelves, as inftruments in
the hand of a holy and avenging God. They will
punith one another. The divine threatenings of
punithment on mankind, will not be fulfilled by the
interference of any miraculous agent; for all the
laws of nature, and men themfelves with their paf-
fions and wrath, are as much under the control of
God himfelf, as a miraculous agent could be if he
were raifed up. Men may deltroy one another, but
it is God who gives them up to do it. They are
the fword ; hisis the hand. Actuated by their own
motives and paffions, they fulfil in the moft ftriking
manner, the very revealed word of God, which they
deride as the greateft folly and delufion.  Their .
eyes are fo fhut they do not fee their own picture
drawn, and the works of their hands punifh their
own infidel brethren. Our text exprefsly {fpeaks of
this time of general diftrefs, which is predicted by
many other of the prophets, in many other places.
For bébold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punifb
the inbabitants of the earth for their iniquity : The earth
alfo fball difclofe ber blood, and fball no more cover her

ain.
. In farther difcourfing, I fhall fpeak to the follow-
ing points.

L. Whether we do not at this day, in a very re-
markable manner, fee the fulfilment of this proph-
ecy commencing.

I. Make fome remarks upon the queftion ; How
far this nation will probably fhare in the evil ?
“IIII. Deifcribe the means of prefervation to be

ed.

In attending to thefe points, I fhall endeavor
ftriitly to hold myfelf in the place of a minifter of
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the word of Chrift, leaving political queftions with
thofe, to whom God and the people have commit-
ted them. :

We firft inquire, Whether we do not at this
day, in a very remarkable manner fee the fulfilment
of this prophecy commencing. - -

Though it was the defign of God, that moft of
the prophecies in his word, fhould remain ina
great meafure fealed, until the time of fulfilment,
whereby thofe who have gone before divine provi-
dence, have fallen into many errors in defcribing
the particular events of futurity ; we may ftill fup-
pofe that the beginning fulfilment, will be attended
with fuch evident figns as may teach thofe confide-
rate perfons who faithfully examine the word of
God that the predi¢tionis Zulﬁlling. Chrift blamed
the Jews of his day for not difcerning the figns of
the times, and attending to the general indications
of his providence and word, that they might there-
by be prepared to meet him in his difpenfations—
to difcover his difpleafure and repent. It hasal-
ready been obferved, we muft expeé the judgments
of God on the people of the earth, will be princi-
pally executed by their own hands.

To determine, whether we do at this day fee the
fulfilment of thofe prophecies commencing, we
will attend, firft, to the natural ; and fecondly, to
the moral figns of the times.—It is the providence
of God which unfolds the times that are fpoken of
in his word.

Do not natural events prediét this to be the cafe?
What is the prefent ftate of thofe nations and coun-
tries, which have for many ages been the moft influ-
ential in the world ; which have had the greateft ad-
vantages put into their hands by the providence and
grace of God; and doubtlefs have moft mifim-
proved divine goodnefs? Engaged in a war more
bloody, more fiercely conduéted, more fubverfive
of old inftitutions, than hath been known in mod-
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‘ern times. A war that feems to caft out the hu-
manity of nature, to chill the blood of natural af-
feGtion, and confound private right in general hof-'
tility.—A war where every blow is pointed by the
enthufiafm of paffion, and men do ftrange things,
becaufe it is determined by a holy God that ftrange
things fhall be done. The world is already em-
broiled—the paffion and obftinacy of men are arifen
to a higher pitch than hath been known fince the
days of civilization—oppofing parties have chofen
principles which can never coalefce—the caufe of
contention is in its nature a general one, and muft
affe& all nations. The modern principles of Eu-
rope are of fuch a nature, and they will not be pre-
vented, as muft go thro’ all the abfolute monarchies
of the world. All parties fee this which makes them
contend with fuch obftinacy. Thisis the aGtual
ftate of things. And can this commotion, and con-
fequently this mifery of nations end here? I think
it cannot. It cannot without a miracle. Thereare
the fame materials to burn thro’ the whole old
world, and it will fpread from building to building
until the whole affumes a new form.

There is a natural preparation for this. The
balance of power as it was called, which held Europe
together is broken, and can never be formed anew
on old principles. The old ftates loaded with an
enormous debt, which will tempt the diftrefled or-
ders of men to join in revolution, the irrefiftible
diffolver of public faith—The vaft Ottoman em-
pire trembles under the weight of age, luxury, and
oppreflion. Its diffolution will bring a hundred
new tribes of men, all feeking their own interefts,
into the political and martial events of the age.
The Ruflian empire of the north has fpread if.élf
thro an extent, which muft be the means of its own
diffolution. Ged has permitted this for the civili-
zation of many favage tribes, and when civilized
they will refume their own rights.—~The fouthern
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monarchies of Afia are already humbled and half
conquered by the European eftablithments on their
coafts. Thefe eftablifhments will foon become inde-
pendentnations after the example of our own coun-
try, which muft give a new political form and
weight to that part of the globe. The interior of
Africa continues, as it has been, much unknown ;
but its fhores having been under European influence
or authority muft deeply feel the fhock. When
the pile of Europe falls, the fouthern and middle
regions of America, which have been under its au.
thority cannot efcape revolution From the earlieft
hiftory of mankind to the prefent, there was never
fuch a natural preparation, as at the prefent, for
change—for revolution—and confequently, for the
dreadful calamity of war, with all its train of evils.
We know that war and revolution of nations, is in
the figurative language of prophecy, fignified, by
thunders, lightnings and earthquakes. The prophet
John, in defcribing the progrefs and completion of
the prefent period, faith.  And there were woices, and
thunders, and lightnings ; and there was a great earth-
quake, fuch as wwas not fince men were upon the earth,
Jo mighty an earthquake and fo great. How many
miferies muft fuch a period bring forth ? How many
of the judgments of God upon mankind? A prof-
pe& which would be infupportable even in thought,
were there not a promife, that all this will introduce
by the divine management, a day in which the na-
tions will learn war no more.

It is the lufts of men which bring the deftrution,
it muft be the fpirit of God to give the peace. This
period of mifery, will doubtlefs be alfo a period of
great fin.—It is common for God to ufe the worft
of men to execute his judgments.—The work is too
dreadful to be done by chriltians—by men who are
humane, honeft and good. Such could not bring
their hearts to exccute fcenes of mifery. Infidels,
the moft unprincipled of men, who neither fear

—~—— -
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God nor regard the rights of humanity and juftice, -
will doubtlefs be the inftruments of executing the
Lord’s threatenings.—I might have added this alfo,
as one circumftance, in the preparation for a uni-
verfal defolation. There is a generation of men in
the old world, rifen and rifing up, whofe hearts are
formed by awant of moral principle,and a difbelief
of Ged’s word and providence, to embroil the world,
and fuch a generation will not be idle. .

Further, it is well known and will not be denied
by any, that in moft of the old nations, there hath
been a long continued fyftem of oppreflion, won-
derfully combined by civil power, and ecclefiaftical

ranny. A general increafe of knowledge among the
people hath fully difcovered this.—Multitudes have
determined to bear no longer.—Their refentments
are carried to an extreme. That which they have
refolved in the cool deliberation of reafon, they ex-
ecute in paflion.—Though a revolution in church
and ftate, and the doing away all old inftitutions,
may be a wife preparation in the providence of
God, for good to the generations yet unborn; it
muft be a day of diftrefs and blood to the immediate
altors.—The moment of revolution muft be a time
more dreadful, than any thing, that can either go
before or follow after it.—It is neceflarily a time
without law, order and government.—A time i
which men of daring fpirits and little principle will
come forward as ators—in which men will do
what is right in their own eyes, and the plagues of
the human heart be afted out—To break down
the old fyftems of civil and religious power muft be
a dreadful ftruggle, in which oppofing interefts
will thin the human race.— -

Hear another of the prophecies of Ifaiah con-
cerning the fame period in chap. xxiv. Itisin
the following folemn words. Behold the Lord ma-
keth the earth empty, and maketh it wafte, and turneth

B
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it upfide down, and feattereth abroad the inbabitants
thereof. The Lord hath [poken this word. The earth
mourneth, and fadeth away ; the haughty people of the
earth do languifb.  The earth alfo is defiled under the
 inbabitants thereof ; becaufe they have tranfgrefled the
lazws, changed the ordinance, breken the everlafting cov-
enant.  Therefore hath the curfe devoured the earth,
and they that dwell therein are defolate ; therefore the
inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men lefd.
Doubtlefs this prophetic defcription is in a degree
figurative, but allowing the utmoft fuppofeable lat-
itude for figures, it defcribes a ftate of awfui afflic-
tion, and a multitude of fimilar defcriptions might
be colle&ted from the former and latter prophets,
which do not appear to be yet fulfilled.

We have noticed a number of the natural figns
of the times, and do thofe of a moral nature indicate
any thing better ? It cannot be pretended that they
do. God is governing the world for the glory of

" his own great name. The events permitted in. his
providence will fhow him to be a holy God, and
that he hath a cup of diftrefs for thofe who forget
him. The Lord flecpeth not, nor are his promifes
or threatenings repealed. When he bears long,
and his mercies do not lead to repentance, but fix
the children of men in impiety, his eventual coming
will be the more dreadful. To draw a true picture
of the fentiments and manners of the age in great
portions of the world,which hath been called chrif-
tian, as it refpects piety, godlinefs, and a reverence
for the law and gofpcl of God ; it muft be in lines
fo black, as would loek like bitternefs in the fpeak-
er, and muft make the hearer tremble for the world,
if he believes it. By multitudes the whole word of
God is denied—the divinity of Jefus ridiculed=—the
fabbath thrown away—the ordinances of the gofpel
confidered as folly—its dotrines utterly difbelieved
—the very names of piety, faith, and repentance
caft out—the fpirit in all his operations and the ne-
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ceflity of them both in convincing of fin, and for
renewing the heart blafphemed—an open avowal
that the holy Jehovah is much like his creatures,
only more powerful and knowing—weak reafon put
in the place of infinite wifdom, and even by this
word reafon, little more is meant, than the wicked
appetites and paffions of human nature—the fpecial
providence of the Lord denied with centempt—
and a degree of boldnefs in fin that n:ocks at judg-
ment and eternity. This impiety is far fpread, it
fits on thrones—it fills the high feats of ftate—and
what is more horrible ftill,it wearsthe ecclefiaftical
gown and mitre—pronounces the name of Jefusfrom
lips of infidelity—with one breath it blafphemes,
and the next calls the people to pray—and goes
from the altar to the cell of impurity.

Is it to be wondered that the Lord of all the earth
hath come forth ? Could there be a more dire& or
wife method to introduce a new order of things
than to deftroy the old ? If it muft be, is it not beft
to be done by thofe who fear not God.—As I be-
fore obferved, the work is too bloody, too full of
mifery, for the hearts or hands of chriftians and
good men to perform. Let fuch as fear God, re-
joice that Babylon is falling, but let thofe who are
the inftruments remember, that they are her limbs,
and will fall with her.—The prophet John hath
long fincetold us it fhould be thus. And the ten
horns which thou faweft upon the beaft, thefe fball hate
the whore, and fball make her defolate and naked, and
Jhall eat her flefb and burn her with fire, for God
hath put it into their bearts to fulfil his will, until the
words of God fball be fulfilled. ~ Of this beaft with its
ten horns, it is exprefsly faid, they fball go into perdi-
tion, that is, be deftroyed ; but before they are de.
ftroyed, the corrupters of the religion of Chrift
muft be punifhed by their hands. . God is new do.
ing this his own great work.—The general ap.
pearance of itis convincing enough, but the pars
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ticular cvents by which it will be carried through,
are hid in the womb of an infcrutable providence,
and he is a rath man who attempts-to point them out.

But though God did not defign to reveal par-
ticular events in the exccution of his plan, fo as to
be exactly forecknown by men, nor the precife year
or day of fulfilment ; till the general iffue of
things, through a progrefs made dreadful by the
wickednefs of men, and terminating in a ftate of
univerfal peace and holinefs, by the overruling of
God’s providence and fpirit, is moft plainly reveal-
ed. The period is arrived, expeéted by thofe who
have-been the moft laborious, judicious and pray-
crful in fearching out the times. fpoken of in holy
feripture, for God by the out-pouring of his judg-
ments, to make a notable preparation for the glo-
rious kingdom of Chrift on earth.

Slowly as events have unfolded in the opinion of
men, {tillitis doubtlels true, that the wheels of his
providence have been {wiftly rolling, from the time
the prophecies were fpoken, to carry them into ex-
ecution. God’s plan is a great one. There were
a thoufand preparations to be made by infinite wif-
dom, which now feem complete ; and we may ex-
pect a rapidity of changes, in this eventful period,
beyond what hath been before.

Some who think fanguinely, when they obferved
revolution commencing, were ready to fuppofe, an
increafe of knowledge and civilized habits would
bring the world to a ftate of great refinement and
peace, without dreadful fcenes of bloodfhed. Such
have afcribed a power to knowledge and to human
reafon thatis not in them, and have overlooked the
felfifh heart of man, out of which every evil work
proceeds. The heart of man is a fountain which
naturally produces poifonous ftreams. Depraved
crcatures will torment each other, unlefs purified by
the efficacious grace of God, or reftrained by the
authorities of civil government.
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Some others who have a pious difpofition, and
firmly believe the fcriptures of God; have kept
their eyes fo fixedly on the promifes of a day when
the nations fhall learn war no more, that they have
been ready to hail revolutionary war, as the be-
ginning of millenial peace and good will. They
have overlooked the judgments, which we may both
naturally and prophetically expet to antecede
Chrift’s univerfalreign on earth. But whatever men
may think beft, God will fulfil his own word. Thofe
who are wife will fee the figns of the times, and
hear the admonition.  Behold Icome as a thicf. Blef-
Jed is be that watcheth and kecpeth bis garments, left he
walk naked and they fee bis [hame—wben the kings of
the earth and the whole world are gathered tao the battle
of that great day of God Almighty.

Il. I am to make fome remarks upon the quef-
tion, how far this nation will probably fhare in the
evil ? Here curiofity and a regard to ourownintereft
is at once excited. A vain prefumption might fay
many things, but I fhall not prefume myfelf a proph-
et, or pretend to an eye that can look into futurity,
to tellhow events will particularly happen. Every
thing that can be ufeful to us may be underftood
without this. There is a way in which we may be
affured of efcaping in a good degree the bitternefs of
thefe plagues; tho we muft not expe that the
earth will quake, without our feeling fomething of
the fhock. Thereis alfo a way, which will certainly
bring us to participate in the very dregs of the cup.
God doth not punith without reafon, and he will
diftinguifh, even in the day of his greateft anger,
between thofe who fear him, and thofe who fear not.
There will be a proportion between national fin, and
national punithment. Where his name and his
laws, have been moft and longeft forgotten the
weight of his judgment will fall. = He faith concern-
ing Babylon, fo much as fhe hath exalted herfelf
andlived delicioufly, fomuch he willbring her down,
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and that being wonderfully finful fhe fhall have fear-
ful plagues. In another place the Lord faith, a2
what inflant 1 fhall fpcak concerning a nation to pluck
up, and to pull down and dcferoy it, if that nation a-
gainft whem I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I
will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.
And at what inftant I fball fpeak concerning a nation, te
plant and to build it, if it do evil in my fight that it obey
not my woice, then I will repent of the good wherewith I
Jaid, that Iweuld benefit i, Falling into fin, will en-
danger thofe whofe profpetts have been the faireft ;
and repentance and reformation will fcatter a gath-
ering cloud. .

John in his Revelation defcribing the vials of
God’s wrath as they were poured on men one after
another, in the conclufion of each defcription adds,
Tet they repented not to give God the glory. ~ So that by
fuffering one judgment they were prepared for a.
nother.—God permits this to be the cafe with na.
tions, when their final fubverfion is intended.—It
was thus with Pharaoh and his Egyptians. They
did not take warning, but became more hardened,
until the finithing judgment of God came upon
them. We theretore have arule given us, both by
fcripture examples and a fcripture promife, to de-
termine how God will deal with us.—We may
avoid the overflowing fcourge, or we may plunge
into its rougheit billows.

There are fome favourable circumftances, and
many unfavorable, which I will fuggeft. Weare a
new nation.—The habits of luxury have not gained
the deepeft footing.—Qur public inftitutions both
civil and religious are not wrought into a fyftem of
oppreflion.—~Our land was peopled on the princi-
ples of civiland religious liberty.—The public or-
der and inftitutions of religious inftrution are in a
good degree'preferved.—And we have a civil con-
ftitution giving the greateft freedom men can enjoy.
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w—Thefe are diftinguithing advantages, but God can
blaft them if we make ourfelves unworthy.

There is alfo, my hearers, the dark fide in our
cafe. There are dark and ominous appearances.—
I do not mean the wrath and threatening of any
foreign nations whatever, for if we pleafe God and

procure him to be on our fide, we may blefs his

providence, and hear human threatenings without
emotion.—But the dark omens are to be found at
home. Inour hearts, in our houfes, in our pradtice,
and in a licentious fpirit difpofed to break down civil
and religious order.—In affe&ting to depend on rea-
fon in the things of religion, more than the word of
God ; fo asto reject all evangelical holinefs, faith
in Jefus Chrift the Son of God, and the miniftration
of the fpirit in the heart.—In fubftituting anarch

~ and licentioufnefs, in the room of rational and ju

liberty.—In fuppofing that freedom confifts in
men’s doing what is right in their own eyes ; even
though their eyes look through the mift of a wicked
ambition and luft.—Here is our real danger, and
thefe are the omens that augur ill to us, and make
it appear as though we are preparing for a drought
in the cup of the Lord’s vengeance.

There is an excellent paffage in the proclamation
which calls us together this day, whichI will repeat.
¢ At the fame time, to confider and lament the ma-
“ ny heinous vices, which are prevalent in our
¢ land at this day, particularly, theincreafe of infi-
¢ delity and profanenefs—the neglect of the gofpel
“ of our great Redeemer—the growing indiffer-
“ ence to the inftitution of the Sabbath and public
¢ divine worfhip—with the increafing neglet of
¢¢ gofpel ordinances and benefits, and our aggravat-
¢ ed ingratitude to God, and unfruitfulnefs towards

¢ him, under the receipt of all the rich mercies of

“ providence and grace, with which he has been
¢ pleafed to indulge us.”——This is a picture of

the times, and it is a true piGure ; not drawn by

.



16 FAST SERMON.

clergymen, who the irreligious fay, are prejudiced
by their profeflion to prophecy evil and fault men
needlefsly.—Thofe who can look back but a few
years, know there is a great declenfion in all the
refpets that are mentioned.

What an alarming catalogue of growing fins we
have mentioned! Let us look them over. ¢ Infidel-
ity ”’—This isof various degrees, from fuch as begin
to doubt or deny a part of God’s word, to thofe

- who deny the whole, and throw human nature back
for inftrution, to its own weak reafon and wicked
lufts. Aninfidel is to be both pitied and feared

,—Pitied as a perfon loft to his own good, and given
up by his judge to the blindnefs of fin.—He is to
be feared as an inftrument of vengeance in the hand
of the Lord on the land in which he dwelleth.—
Thofe who deny God’s word, his religion, his Son,
his laws and ordinances, are fit inftruments to do
his {trange work of judgment. When we fee the
inftruments forming and rifing up among us, we
fhould begin to tremble for ourfelves and our chil-
dren. God doth not generally prepare a rodin
vain ; and if we as a people are fo void of wifdom
asto nourith the rod, we certainly invite the judg-
ment which it is prepared to execute.

¢ The neglec of the gofpel of our great redeem-
¢ er” isanother fin, and how are this gofpel and
redeemer ncgleted ? By every fin in our hearts
and our houles ; by living in unbelief, without God
in the world ; by reftraining prayer before him ;
by denying the corruption of our own hearts ; the
fovereignty of his grage ; and the work of his holy
{pirit in convincing finners and gracioufly fan&ify-
ing the penitent unto eternal life.

 The growing indifference to the inftitution of
¢ the Sabbath, and public divine worthip, with the
¢ increafing neglect of gofpel ordinances and bene-
¢ fits. ‘The people who neglet God’s Sabbath,
break his covenant with them.—~God told his an- .
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cient church ¢ Wherefore the children of Yrael fhall
#keep the Sabbath, to obferve the Sabbath throughout their
| generations, for aperpetual covenant, it is a fign between
me and the children of Ifrael forever.”” Negletting
the Sabbath of God, is the moft dire&t way for fam-
ilies, particular places, and nations, to cut them-
felves off from the right of calling the Lord their
covenant God ; and i? we can no longer call Jeho-
vah our covenant God, what right have we to ex-
pect his prefervation, in the day when he cometh
forth from his place to punifh the inhabitants of the
earth.—In places, where the Sabbath of the Lord
with its inftitutions fall into difufe, the fpirit of pi-
ety muft fail; knowledge of facred fubjets will
ceafe ; and a fenfe of eternal things become fmall
in the mind, which is a preparation for viceand di-
vine chaftifement.

¢ Our ingratitude to God for paft favors” is alfo
a dark omen. The Almighty has appeared for this
land in the moft dark and dangerous days.—By the
hands of our fathers, who were a people that feared
him more than we do, he has tranfmitted us rich
favors—has profpered in peace, and been with us in
the day of alarm.—W'e may all worfhip as our con-
fciences dictate. Our civil privileges are unexam.
pled in the hiftory of the world. We annually
choofe our own rulers. We have had rulers of
eminent wifdom and difintereftednefs. Being a new
people, in a new country, we had no old inftitutions
of oppreflion to endanger and torment us. The
people have had permiflion and licence to make their
own laws, and fay which of their own number fhould
execute them. All this has been given by God.
If ever a people had motives of an earthly nature to
bind them to the true Jehovah, it is this.

Have we made returns of obedience to God?
Let confcience anfwer. Have we not left the God
of our fathers ? Have we not begun to fay, there

C C -
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was too much fpirituality in their notions of religion #
They fpeak too much about our lufts which we
love to gratify, and make the fabbath a wearinefs
to us, thro a holy obfervance? Have we not begun
to {ay, we will have a kind of religion that is more
ealy, and has lefs felf-denial for corrupt human na-
ture? I fhall only propofe the queftions, and let con-
fcience anfwer ; but before conlcience anfwers, let
us fee the figns of the times which the providence of
God is fetting before us. And what do thofe figns
anfwer ? Do they not tell us, if ye will by irreli-
gion make yourfelves like to thofe nations, whom
God mutft punifh, ye fhall have a part in the punith-
ment? And is not God raifing up the inftruments
of infidelity to do the work ! The rod to punith fin,
always grows out of fin. Let the tree grow, and
we fhall find poifonous branches enough to fpread
death far and near. '

Now let us take up the original queftion. How
far are we to fhare in the plagues of the age? Juft
fo far as we depart from God, his law, his word
and gofpel, his fabbaths, the fpirituality of religion,
and vital experimental piety. So far as we under-
value our prefent bleflings and with for licentiouf
nefs, inftead of a rational and well reftrained liberty,
God will give us the licentioufnefs ; and tell us to
drink the cup ; and when he gives it, his wifdom
will name it, one of the vials of his wrath,

But if when tokens of anger appear, we repent
before Ged for our paft ingratitude, and pray to him
and obey him, we have his promife that he will re,
pent of the evil that he thought to do unto us.—
Thus life and death are fet before us, and which it
fhall be depends on ourfelves. If, either through
capricioufnefs or'a love of fin, we choofe the ways of
death, that muft be our portion ; but if we walkin
the ways of wifdom and life, there is a gracious
God to preferve us. Thofe who exercife their cu.
riofity further than this, had better fpend their time

P, 7
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in repentance, than in inquiry on any other princi-
ples. Which leads me, '

III. To defcribe the means of prefervation.

And this branch of the fubje¢t is in great part an-
ticipated by what has been already faid. If this be
the day of the Lord’s difpleafure with men, the
means of prefervation, are to turn from all our fins
and ferve him in newnefs of heart and life. In
this we all have a part to a&t. A general reforma-
tion muft be effeCted by the reformation of individ-
uals.

We mutt take care of our own perfons, and re-
pent before God. Let us all fubmit ourfelves to a
ftrict perfonal examination of our hearts, of our
lives, our treatment of Ged’s word, fabbaths and
ordinances. Let us inquire of our own con{ciences,
whether we live thofe lives of piety and prayer,
which they ditate to be right ?—Whether our con-
dué be fuch that we publicly appear to be on the
fide of Ged, more than againft him ? If we wifh him
to be for us, we muft be for him.—If we expe& the
bleflings of the chriftian covenant, we muft on our
own part keep it.—But if we fall into that loofe way
of thinking and atting which is common among the
enemies of God, he will number us among them
and give usa part of their cup.

We muft take care of our families. Thefe little
communities form the great public body.—As the
religion of the clofet gives a favor to the condu& of
a chriftian, through the whole day ; fo the religion
and good government of families gives a favor to
the national character for piety.—The parents,
who do not indo&rinate their children in chriftiani-
ty, teach them the gofpel, and inculcate on them its

ood life ; are certainly bringing them up to be
l.ghe inftruments of God’s anger in punithing men.

Let us all reverence the word of God, and our
old inftitutions of piety, which made our fathers
blefled in life, and invited down on them the pro-
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tection of the Almighty. Whatever new thingswe -

find in the prefent day, we fhall never find a betteg
religion, law or gofpel than the law and gofpel of Je-
fus Chrift. This turning to the Lord muft be with
fincerity, with the heart as well as with the tongue
for God who judges doth fearch the heart,and noth-
ing but fincerity can pleafe him.—If we do obferve
thefe means of prefervation they will be effettual,
and the wifdom of God will guide and keep us, fo
that we need not fear either the devices of the evil,
or what men can do unto us. May the Lord keep
aus that we may ferve himin fincerity all the days of
our lives. AMEN. : C

———
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