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S ER M O N,

RICHARD DOANE.

HOSEA Vi. 6.

For I defire mercy and net facrifice, and the knowledge
- of Gop more than burnt offering.*

H A VE chofen thefe words for the fubject of

my difcourfe, by the particular defire of the
unhappy man, who is to be executed this day.—
He confiders himfelf held up before mankind, as-
a warning of the bitter confequences of fin; and
the danger of living immorally and thoughtlefs of
God. He has defired me to employ the prefent
thort opportunity, which we have for religious wor-
thip, both in advifing him for his folemn appear-
ance before the tribunal of his Judge, and in re-
minding thofe who are fpeQators, that unlefs we

* The preacher is fenfible that many will fuppofe the text improper for
the occafion. It was chofen by the prifoner, and he could not be fo well
pleafed with another. It appeared that what he fuppofed Divine light, and
an aftonithing view of -God’s chara@er, broke in upon his mind, in reading
this paffage.
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repent we fhall all likewife perith ; and that thofe
who forget God, and difobey his commandments,
though they may efcape an ignominious end in this
world, muft in eternity expe& to meet evils more
dreadful than the pain or fhame of an execution
by the hands of men.

THE occafion is very folemn and affe@ting. I
hope we may improve the hour in receiving in-
ftru@ion from this fpe€tacle, and in earneft prayer
that the man who is foon to die, may find mercy
and falvation in God before whom he is foon to
come. '

- THe {cripture of which my text is a part, def-

eribes the fin of men ; the reafon of Ged’s dif-
pleafure with them ; and the neceflity and wifdom
of his judgments. '

I fhall, Firft, paraphrafe the text jn connexion
with the context.

SecoNDLY, make fuch .an improvement as na-
turally arifes from the paflage and from the oc-
cafion of our meeting.

In the verfes before the text God fays, O E-
phraim what_ fhall 1 do unto thee? O Fudabh what
Shall I do unto thee? for your goodnefs is as a morn-
ing cloud, and as the early dew it paffeth away.—
T herefore have I hewed them by my prophets ; I have
Slain them by the words of my mouth : and thy judg-
ments are as the light that goeth forth. They lite
men bave tranfgreffed the covenant, there have they
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dealt treacheroufly againft me. Thisis a defcription
of their condud, as it was feen by the eye of Om-
nifcience. Qur text alfo defcribes the temper
and pra&tice to which forgivenefs is encouraged.
For I defire mercy more than facrifice ; and the know-
ledge of God more than burnt offerings. Mercy and
a knowledge of God, in this paflage, mean true
holinefs and a conformity of heart. to the moral
chard@er of God, and fpiritual obedience to his
commandments. The men whom our text re-
proved, had the means of religion and a doérinal
acquaintance with their duty. They had knowl-
edge, inftruction, and warning, as we have at the
prefent day. They fometimes refolved and prom-
ifed a religious life, and from thefe tranfient refo-
lutions of an awakened hour, they hoped God
would be merciful ; but God fays, their goodnefs
ar confideration was as the morning cloud, and as
the early dew shat pafleth away. They refolved
to ferve God, only when they feared his judg-
ments, and were forced te confideration, by fome
melancholy fpetacle of the danger of fin, as we
are at the prefent moment. God hewed them by
his prophets—He warned them by the minifters
of religion, of theé end to which they muft come
without. repentance ;—He flew them by the words
of his mouth,—by his law and threatnings, de-
nounced the certain confequences of forgetting
him and his commandments. Becaufe judgment
againft their evil works was not inftantly executed,
they determined God to be like themfelves, and
hoped there was no evil to come. To teach them
there was an evil to come, his judgments were as
a light that fhineth. The judgments of God in
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this world are moft wonderfully appointed. The
ftate of probation in which men are placed, forbids
the full execution of juftice upon them.—This
would be inconfiftent with fuch ufe of means as
are appointed unto repentance ; itill if there were
no judgments they would wholly forget God. He
therefore appoints his judgments in wonderful wif-
dom, fo as not to prevent a ftate of trial, and at
the fame time remind us that the wages of fin are
death. There are fo many of God’s judgments
on fin, that if our hearts are fet to do evil becaufe
the full punifhment is not fpeedily executed, the
conduét is moft unreafonable. His Judgments
are as a light that goeth forth, confirming the fen-
tence of his law, that the wages of fin are death.
‘They have been fo from the beginning, and are

. Y
before our eyes on this folemn occafion.

IN further defcribing thefe whom God reproved,
he fays, they like men tranfgrefled the covenant,
and dealt treacheroufly againft him.~A {inful life,
in the greateft part of thofe who indulge them-
felves, may fitly be called treachery. In fome ge-
neral fenfe, they profefs to believe he is God, and
promife to obey him; but where the heart is dif-
obedient, and his charatter and law are net rev-
erenced and loved, the whole is a treacherous pro-
feflion ; and if thofe who make it, are ever brought |
te fee God and themfelves truly, they \vxll be fen-
fible it is the cafe.

THE charalter drawn in the context'applies to'a
great variety of perfons. To thofe who againit
“knowledge live in the vicious mdu]rrencc of their
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paflions and appetites :—Who having fufficient ev-
. idence there is a God, go thro’ days and years in
forgetfulnefs of him, in impiety, profanenefs, think-
ing only of time, the world and prefent amufe-
ments :—To thofe who do not realize their obli-
gation to live for the glory of their maker :—To
thofe, whofe minds are' fo much taken up with
prefent things, as to forget they are foon to die
and come into judgment :—To thofe who live with~
out prayer and in negle&t of the inftitution of re«
ligion ; and to all who have not a fupreme love of
God, his law and government.—The great defett
of all fuch perfons, is, they have not that holinefs,
- mercy and knowledge of God in their hearts and
. prallice, in which true obedience confifts. Being
deftitute of a true love of God, and carnal and
felfith in their whole difpofition, and unfeeling of
moral obligation, it is ftrange they do not commit
more of thofe crimes that muft be punithed by the
hand of civil juftice.

A want of love and obedience to God implies a
heart capable of any other crime. He who fails in
love, and is unjuft and treacherous to his God is
certainly, by the fame difpofition, capable of en-
mity and treachery to his fellow-¢reatures. And
when we fee very many, who give no evidence of
a delight in God ; it muft be imputed to fpecial
divine refpe¢t and care, that we are not much oft-
ener called to fuch folemn fcenes as are before us
this day.—When we look on an unhappy man
* whom God hath left to expofe himfelf to this death,
-we may fitly realize a diftinguithing goodnefs of

God, that we are not in his place.—Though not
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under thé fentenice of hurhan laws, we are condéms
ned by the divine law. The goodnefs of the beft
hath been too much like a morning cloud. It is
God’s providence and not our own natural difpo-
fitions; which hath preferved us from punifhable
crimes. There is no fafety in that evil heart, which
deals treacheroufly towards God, by not loving
him j and which 1s deftitute of an experimental
knowledge of his fan&ifying grace. If we are
fan&ified by his holy fpirit, fovereign grace hath
done the work; and if not fantified, the only
caufe which preferves, is that Almighty power,
which means to uphold a certain degree of order
‘in the world. The beft prefervative is mercy and
a knowledge of God. Thefe in our text, ftand
oppofed to facrifice and burnt offering. The firft
means a holy eonformity to the divine goodnefs,
and a fan&ifying knowledge of God and his com-
mandments. This is a divine temper of the foul,
~ which refifts temptation—makes fin appear hateful
—and delights in glorifying God, and doing good
to men. The laft, facrifice and burnt offering, as
they ftand oppofed in the text to mercy and a know=
ledge of the Lord, mean that general or formal or
unaffeCting belief of God, his law and our own du-
ty; and that inconftant attention to the inftitu-
tions of religion, which are confiftent with a great-
er love of the world and its interefts, of ourfelves
and our own lufts, than we have of God himfelf.
In this, there is little efficacy for prefervation.—
And all of this charatter, ought to feel that it is
God’s care of the world and not their own princi-
ples; which keep them from fudden ruin in time
- and eternity. In thofe principles of fin which de-
‘ : , Wi
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ny God his right, men can find no fafety to them-
felves ; nor can there be any fafety to the world.
Public fafety in the midft of fuch principles, muft
be afcribed to the controling power of the Al-
mighty ; and when the time comes, either in this
or the next world, that the fhining of his judg-
ments is neceflary for general good, he will leave
the finner to thow himfelf and meet deferved pune
ithment.

SeconDLY, I am to make {uch an kmprovement
of the fubje&, as naturally arifes from the paflage
that hath been paraphrafed, and from the occafion
of our meeting. And I fhall do this, Firft, with -
reference to the congregation at large. Secondly,
in {pecial application to the unhappy man, who is
to go from hence to the place of his execution.

1. BotH the fubje&t and the occafion teach how
much God is difpleafed with us, if we are not ho-
ly and fan&ified in our temper and praltice. If
we have not that true knowledge of God, which
implies pure affeCtions of the heart, our ftate is full
of danger, both for time and eternity. The com-
mon mercies and bounties of providence, are no
evidence God is pleafed with us, for thefe he be-
ftows both on the good and the evil, the juft and
the unjuft. How many ungrateful men he feeds
and cloaths. To how many vicious men doth he
grant the common prefervation "of life, even pre-
ferving them for a feafon, from the deftrution
that naturally follows their crimial appetites and
paffions. God doth not this to encourage fin ;
but by an exhibition of his forbearance, to draw

B
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them to repentance, and to prefetve the world in
fuch a ftate of peace, as is the beft probation for
eternity.  All who have net a true knowledge of
God, are under his difpleafure. He doth not pre-
ferve becaufe he is pleafed with them. Their doc-
trinal knowledge will not avert the final judgment.
Their general profeffion of Chriftianity will not
fave them. Unlefs their hearts be changed the
time will foon come, either in this or another
world, when the judgment of God will go forth
againft them, to -fhow his own holinefs, and to
make his own kingdom very glorious.

2dly. WE ought to confider the danger to our-
felves, that is inbred with the principles of fin and
a departure from God. Sin cannot be made a fafe
thing. The ingredients of a hell, both prefent and
future, are in its very nature. 'Why are not the
finners of this world perfe&tly miferable beings at
this moment ? Not becaufe their principles do not
lead to it; but God to anfwer his infinitely wife
purpofes, holds them from it. Sin admits no hap-
pinefs in the enjoyment of God, nor in a view of
his law and government. It deftroys peace of con-
fcience and that inward harmony, which makes
exiftence blefled. It counteradts all focial felicity,
turning men’s hands and hearts againft one ano-
ther. "While a finful creature dreads God as his
Judge, he ought to dread himfelf as the immediate
.inftrument of his own wretchednefs. He carries
in his own bofom the caufe and means of his un-
happinefs, and there can be no fafety to him in
his own principles. Inftead of thinking hard of
God, for thofe evils which his fins bring upon him,




11
he ougfat to adore that preferving goodnefs; which
hath hitherto kept him from utter ruin.

3dly. THis occafion is a folemn inftrution, not
only in the dangerous nature of finful principles
in general, but of feveral particular kinds of fin,
which are very prevalent among rhankind. In. -
temperance is a finful habit, which rdins a great
number of mankind, and leads them to fuch high
crimes as are capitally punithed by the laws of
men. I am charged by my own confcience, and
defired by the unhappy man who fuffers this day,
.on the prefent occafion to fpeak freely of the dan-
ger of this fin. Though this man hath hitherto
denied any prepenfe, malicious intention of mur-
der, he fpeaks in moft feeling terms of the danger
of fin, of forgetting God, and of an unchafte, in-
_ temperate life. He traces back moft of his unhap-
pinefs in life, and efpecially this awful fcene, to
‘impure connexions and to intemperance. The
" fin of drunkennefs hath been a principal means of
bringing him to this cafe. And he is only one of
many thoufands of mankind, wha have come to
the fame end by the fame means. A mind intox-
icated with liquor, is prepared to mingle with the
moft impure and abandoned companions, and to
commit any viclence. Almoft every violence that-
takes place in civilized fociety, and family unhappi-
nefs may be traced to intemperance as their caufe.
How many rational creatures it turns into beafts
of prey! how many families it cloaths with rags
and deprives of bread ! how often it difturbs the
otherwife peaceful neighbourhood! how many it
brings to death by the hand of public juftice! how
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many fouls it ruins for both worlds '—Thofe, whe
give themfelves up to,this fin, rathly defy all pof-
fible mifery. This prevailing vice, is greatly pro-
moted by tipling houfes and dram fhops, where
the incautious gradually acquire a habit which
proves their ruin. Every fuch place is a deep e-
vil in fociety, and a nurfery for murder and eter. .
nal ruin. Ido not know any way in which the
- civil authority can make themfelves more worthy

of refpe, or do greater good to the public, who
are placed under their care, than by a faithful ex.
ecution of our good laws, againft fuch places and
againft thofe perfons who give themfelves up to
intemperance. If any think I fpeak too freely on
this fubject, as my vindication, I beg them to look
to that fpetacle now in our eyes.—Look to yon-
der place of execution, around which we fhall foon
be gathered, to behold the moft awful of all fights.
And let us remember that this event is as a light
which fhineth, teaching us the prefent nature of
fin, and the more awful judgments of God on fuch
as live and die unreformed. *

I am in the laft place to apply myfelf to the man
who is foon to die, .

My unbappy Fellow-Creature,

I call you unhappy in the fight of men, as one
whom the holy providence of God appoints to an
ignominious death. There is, neverthelefs, room
for you to be eternally happy in the world to which
you are foon going. Itis the glery of the gofpel, that
1t proclaims falvation to the chief of repenting fin-
ners, thro’ Jefus Chrift. If you have repented of
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all your fins, you may go by this death to which
you are appointed, to a heaven of glorious and e-
~ ternal happinefs. If you have truly repented, the
riches of divine grace in Jefus Chrift and the fove-
reignty of divine love will be glorified in plucking
you as a brand out of the burning, from that vici-
ous, inconfiderate and prayerlefs life, in which you
acknowledge you have generally lived. If you
have truly repented, you will thank God forever,
even for thefe fevere means of faving you from
your fin. But remember that it is a hard.quef-
_tion for men to determine, whether they have re-
pented, and you have only an hour or two more
to examine. I am fenfible that you profefs to be-
lieve moft of thofe doérines, which Chriftians ge-
- nerally receive; and alfo to hope that you have
been forgiven by God, thro’ a true repentance and
faith. But as your eternal happinefs is depending,
you cannot review this matter too clofely in the
few moments you have left. Pray, pray earneftly
to God, that he would -enlighten, while I make
fome remarks for your aﬂlﬁance. The infinite
goodnefs of God is an acknowledged truth; but this
is no certain evidence you are going to happinefs,
for his goodnefs may require him to punith you in
another world as he doth in this.—Your doétrinal
knowledge will not fave ; for the heart is often ve-
1y bad, where the underftanding is well indo&rin-
ated.—Your own righteoufnefs will not fave you ;
for certainly, you have nothing of your own, but
a life of fin to prefent before your Judge,—vifible
fins, and a heart full of fin and forgetfulnefs of-
your maker. It muft be pure gofpel—pure fove-
reign grace—pure fanéifying grace, that faves you
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if you be faved. If you feel as though there ever

has been, or now is, any thing in you deferving of

God’s favor ; if you think your cries and prayers

form any kind of challenge on God; this would

" prove you deftitute of true Chriftian humility and

ftill unforgiven. Chrift’s promifes in the gofpel

are many and glorious ; but you have no right to

place any dependence on thefe, of being ever hap-

py; unlefs your heart hath complied with the con-

ditions on which they are made. They are made

_only to a holy repentance, and other gracious af-:
fections of the fame moral nature. Every man

will in fome fenfe repent, when he meets the bitter

fruits of finning ; but this is more properly called,

mourning for the punifhment than for the fin.—

Hating mifery is no evidence of hating fin.—Fly-

ing from punithment, is no evidence of flying

from tranfgreffion:

Ir your repentance be holy and fincere, you will
mourn for your fins, more on account of the dif-
honor done to God, and his kingdom, than for the
fhame and condemnation it brings on yourfelf.—
You will hate it as unreafonable—as contrary to
the moft folemn moral obligation—and bafe in its
very nature. :

A holy love, doth not arife from an apprehen-
fion, that God will beftow great benefits on you
perfonally.—To love God, only becaufe’ we' think
he loves us, is what every unforgiven, unholy fin-
ner may do. ‘The infinite perfection of God’s na-
ture, law and government, is the reafon for which
a true penitent loves him ; and if he fuppofed that
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fe thould mever be forgiven himfelf, he would ftill
fay the Lord’s charaer is lovely.

A faving faith is a receiving of Chrift, as glorious
in his nature, whole charater and offices.—To, re-
ly on him as a deliverer from punifhment and net
fZ"om fin, is not a gracious exercife.«=To the true
believer, Chrift’s power to fantify appears like a
moft excellent part of his mediatorial chara&ter.—
If you are a gofpel penitent, you will feel a fenfi-
ble love of God’s law, and choofe it as the rule of
your affettions, tho’ you know it condemns you.
You will fay his providence is right—you will re-
joice that he reigns, and have no defire to take the
government from his hands. ‘

I have plainly exprefled to you fome principal
Chriftian exercifes, by which you are in this folemn
moment to tty yourfelf. A confcioufnefs that you
poflefs thefe exercifes, is the only certain evidence
of God’s mercy to you, and that you are prepared
to die. If you have become a penitent man ; tho’
confcious of your own total unworthinefs, it will
be a pleafure to you to pray to God, and to hum-
ble yourfelf before him in the deepeft expreflions
of felf abafement.—Prayer to God is the moft ufe-
ful manner in which you can fpend the thort re«
mainder of your life.—Prayer will bring Ged in«
to your view ; and the mere truly you fee God,
the more truly alfo you will fee yourfelf, and feel
your guilt. Look to him to forgive a finner, who
deferves nothing but to be eternally caft off. Afk
mercy and the forgivenefs of your fins, for the fole
fake of Jefus Chrift.- If you have any thing in

¢
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your heart againft any man, now forgive and pray
for him ; for he who doth not forgive, fhall not
be forgiven. Feel as though you had no enemies
but your own fins ; and realize that none but God

can fanétify you.

Mayv the Lord go with you from this place, and
give you a humble fortitude in the event you are
to meet ; and when your eyes are clofed in death,
may God have mercy on your foul. AMEN.
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A
'SHORT ACCOUNT
OF THE LIFE OF
RICHARD DO ANE,
A4S GIVEN BY HIMSELF }

. ALSO OF THE STATE OF HIS MIND DURING THE

TIME OF HIS CONFINEMENT;

AND AT HIS DEATH.

TH‘E man who was lately executed by the hame
: of RicuarRD DoANE, was fentenced to death,
by the Superior Court in September, 1796, to be
executed December 14th.—The General Aflembly,
on his application at their O&ober Seflion, repriev-
ed him until June roth, 1797, at which time he
was executed for the murder of Danier M¢Iver.

He gave the following account of himfelf :—
That he was born in a large city of Great-Britain,
in the year 1755, of reputable parents.—That his
father was a man of aivity and bufinefs ; his mo-
ther, apparently, a woman of piety and much de-
voted to the duties of religion, He was inftruted
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in the principles of the Chriftian. feligion, in hig
youth, under one of the moft eminent divines of
the day. He faid that his connexion in marriage
with a virtuous woman, to whom he was attached
in affection from" his early youth, contrary to the
wifhes of friends, was the caufe of bringing him
- to America. . That he refufed more lucrative em-
ployments offered him by his friends, for the fake
of living with the obje&t of his affeitions. - His
bufinefs was a ftone-cutter. He came into the
fouthern part of the United States, where he liv-
ed regularly and induftrioufly, until the death of
his wife and their only child. He reprefented her
as a perfon of much virtue and difcretion, -and
confidered her death as the beginning of his real
misfortunes. Her death threw him into a {tate of
great dejetion, for a confiderable time, and dif=
qualified him for bufinefs, when he began an in-
temperate life as a remedy for forrow. After fe-
veral years he emerged from the gloom, and would
labor induftrioufly for a number of weeks, and:
then in a fit of intoxication fpend his earnings and
give himfelf up to profanenefs and impiety. ‘

I't doth net appear that he was a malicious man,
when free from the influence of fpiritous liquor ;
but in his periods of intoxication was often abu-
five, and was under this influence when he put an
end to the life of M‘lver. A number of his laft
years were {pent in various towns of Comnetticut’
and the vicinity of the ftate. In his laft confine-
ment he fpoke with great abhorrence of ‘his paft
life. Drunkennefs, profanenefs, and a eonnexion
with evil women were the atual crimes of which-
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he appeared moft fenfible. He fpoke in moft feel-
ing terms of the dreadful ftate of thofe who indulge
in thefe vices.—That they not only deftroy reputa.
~ tion and health, and difqualify for the confidence
of mankind ; but lead to every other fin, and pro-
voke a Holy God to give up the finner to the moft
awful punithments, in this and another world.

Manvy reports have circulated concerning fup-
pofed crimes committed by this man, which are
doubtlefs without foundation. It was common for
him in his feafons of intoxication, to be abufive
- both in words and ations, as is ufual in drunken
people ; but there is no evidence that when free
from liquor he was malicious or dangerous.

Txe man whom he murdered was one of his
friends and companions, and the fatal affray arofe
wholly from intoxication, ' '

Peruaps none will queftion that accidental in-
toxication, leflens the criminality of the violence
done in an irrational hour. Fhe cafe is far differ-
ent with wilful and habitual drunkards. Thefe
perfons, even if they lofe memory, muft have been
often informed of their own abufe and violence.
They ought to confider, that taking the bottle is
taking the dagger ; .and though they have not any
malice againft particular individuals, the very act
of drinking may be confidered as malice againft
human nature. In this view Doane in his hours -
of repentance acknowledged his fentence to be a
juft one, though he had no enmity againft the man
whofe life was deftroyed. - '
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SucH inftances as thefe, warn us, that it is the
duty of thofe who have authority, due both ta
the public, and to habitual drunkards themfelves,
" 40 place them in a ftate of confinement. Had this
man, in due txme, received the corretion of the
work-houfe, it mlght have faved him from the
halter. :

. THauGH it be not common for thefe who have
long lived a vicious life to find repentance, God
fometimes §rants it to magnify the fovereignty and
greatnefs of his mercy, and teach us to feek hig
favor to the laft hour,

It is hoped, that this man was one of thofe un,
common inftances of true repentance and grace.—

Much pains were taken by neighbouring Chrift- |

ians, from the beginning of his confinement, to
converfe and pray with him. It appeared that he
had been early indo@rinated in the principles of
Chriftianity, though many of its truths were much
effaced by a long courfe of vice.

Soon after his condemnation, he appeared deep-
ly convinced of guilt in the fight of God, and the
terrors of future mifery hung upon him. He was
led to fee a heart, as well as life, full of fin and
~ rebellion againft God ; and that he might in per-
fe& juftice be forever catt off. —After thls his mind
was ftrongly affected with a fenfe of the goodnefs
of God, in giving a Saviour for the falvation of
penitents ; and to himfelf in particular, for fparing
him fo long while he had lived without prayer and
;n the practice of fin.
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- His hope of his own falvation was very gradu.
ally formed, and in the laft part of his life appear,
ed to be very ftrong.

He uniformly fpoke of himfelf, as a creature
guilty and juftly condemned, and that nothing but
infinite mercy through the blood of Chrift, could
fave him ; and appeared ftrong in a belief that he
did rely on this mercy, and approve the charater
and law of God.

Tur diftinGion, which men often make between
little and great fins, appeared to him improper 3
and he often faid, that among all his fins of heart
and life, he never had committed one that was
fmall, when confidered as againft an infinite God.
His condut was very decent and proper thro’ the
day of execution. In going to the place of death,
he faid that he felt himfelf ftrangely ﬁrengthened
both in body and mind, and afcribed all to the
goodnefs of God,

ArTER having on the fcaffold confeffed his irre..
ligious life, warned the fpe@ators againft thofe vi-
. ces which ruined him, and declared himfelf free
from any murderous intentions againft M¢Iver, the
tentence was executed, '

He committed the names of his connexions in
Great-Britain, to the Rev. NaATHAN STRONG and
Rev. ABeL FLinT; Minifters of the Prefbyterian
Churches in Hartford, to whom any who are in.
terefted in making an mqun'y concermng him may

apply.
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