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. THANKSGIVING SERMON.

P

. PSALM cvii. 8.

01{ that men would praife the Loi-d for his gwdng/},

. and jbr bis wonderful wark: te ‘the children af

M

T‘HE goodncfs of God is an’ ‘exhauftlefs fuh-
]

je&. Tho'. we often call it up in medita-
‘tion, we never can reach the hclghth nor the
‘depth, nor the breadth of its - extenfion. - The
-praifes of God’s goodnefs will be commenfurate
‘with eternity ; and as creatures can never com-
sprehend that which is infinite, they will never ful-
-ly know the fubje&t of their praife, nor {peak of
:all his loveas it exiftsin his moft bieffed nature.
- GREATION, providence and a revelation of re-
-deeming grace,are the means by which we know

‘our moft glorious.creator ; and each of thefeare
‘like @.new book, which we have only begun to

petufe and every new turned leaf difplays a glory
than the laft. As the feals are loofed, .

‘God’s chara&er comes more into the fight:of his

-credtures, and the growing illuftration of his na-

~ture and glory, is but the illuftration of his good-
‘nefs. How vaft the difpla {of divine goodnefsin

creation l—We know but little part of it, as it is
exhibited in our.own world ; and how fmall may
we fuppofe this whole world to be, compared with
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¢ the whole extent of created exiftence.. Weknow
that God hath made his creatures with natures,
with bodies and minds capable of pain and dif-
trefs, and that they often experience them ; ftill
this is no evidence of any want of goodnefs in
God, for the pain is a confequence of their own
voluntary f{in, and God by his infinite wifdom
makes it the means of greater good, than could
have been without it. 1t is the prerogative and
the glory of the God whom we adore, that he can
bring good out of evil, light out of darknefs, and
a kingdom of the greateft glory and bleffednefs,
compofed of fubjets who were totally depraved.
- How wondertul beyond all thought and de-
fcription is the goodnefs of God in his providence,
*in the government of the things he hath made!—
how many bleflings are given—mercies of every
-kind—for the:body and for the foul—for time
-and for. eternity—perfonal, family, and national
‘bleflings—civil and religious blefings. How
many  evils do we daily efcape, into which we
-muft neceflarily fill, if God were not a good pre-
ferver in his providence. -Tho’ there be a certain
and fixed manner of divine ating, in and by the
things he hath created, which ‘we call the eftab-
lithed laws of nature; there is, notwithftanding
-this, infinite room left for the diretion of a good
providence. ‘In the firft place, it is the conftant,

‘prelerving .power of God, which upholds and -

. «gives energy to the laws of nature; and in.the
‘next place, there is a guiding of things, filent and
- .unperceived by us, which is neceflary to prefetve,
- ‘and the mercies of God in his providence, given
in thefe ways, are fo many they cannot be counted
-up by.us. A confiderate mind muft be fenfible
-of this, and feel a deep obligation to praife the

.Lord for his wonderful works of goodnefs to the

children of menin his providence. . )
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7 -8T1LL more of this goodnefs is feen in the rev-

* elation of redeeming grace, by which guilty fin-

ners are faved from their fins, and brought to,.

glory.. The great work of redemption, and the
manner in which it is effetted, are defigned by

God as the moft rich difplay of his goodnefs, to
which the works of creation and providence are

all made fubfervient. The wonderful extent of

this- goodnefs, may be learned from many con-

fiderations. ' c

. From the evil nature of fin, and its unfpeak-
able guilt—from the difthonor done to 'God—

- from the goodnefs and holinefs of the law, which
men have violated—from the' aftonithing means
.ufed to effet it, no lefs than the incarnation, o-
bedience and fufferings of the fon of God—from
the multitude of fins which are forgiven to
thofe whe repent—from God’s long forbearance
‘with them, while finning againft the warnings of
juftice and the calls of love—and finally, Erom ‘
.that weight of glory, referved for fuch as fear
.God and believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift.

- Tuis glory is called in the fcriptures, a weight
-of glory. There is great energy in the expref. -
~ fion, and it ‘communicates to us an idea, that it
‘exceeds all prefent defcription. And can it be
juftly called any thing lefs than a weight of glo-

-1y, when we confider that it is to enjoy a bleffed-
.nefs, that eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nei-
_ther hath entered into the imagination of man to
- conceive—that it is to come near to God him-

- {elf, and enjoy him eternally. : -

.. THE principal value of the bleflings of this life,

is:derived from the relation they bear to the gof-

‘pal redemption. They are parts in that great

. -work of grace to the repenting children of men,

- by ‘which the goodnefs of God will be forever -

~difplayed. . The glory of God in redemption will
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crown his glory, in all the works of creation and
providence. "
" I am not difpofed to detra& from the bleffings
of providence as they relate to this world only,
* nor from the goodnefs of God in giving them.
The man who does it cannot be prepared truly
to rejoite, and praife eternal goodnefs. There
is lttle reafon to fuppofe, that the man who can-
not fee goodnefs in the ftreams, will behold it in
the fountain } ftill it remains a truth, that the
- principal value of prefent bleffings arifes from an
- etérnal exercife of goodnefs in'God.  Our minds
are never fitly prepared to keep a day of praife,
until we are o far freed from the power of fenf¥,
and anima] lufts and appetites, thatwe can look

forward and 'fee the conne@ion between prefent .

and future things. "1t is in the light of éternity,
‘that time and the world and our prefent exiftence
‘4how their true value. - Therefore in our prefent
réview of God’s goodnefs to'the children of men
in this world by the multitude of mércies we are
receiving, let us bear on our hearts, the relatioh
‘thefe mercies have to an endlefs, an eternal life,

Firft, Life itfelf—this rational exiftence—this.

7 intelligent capacity of knowing, and of receiving
happinefs.. Thereis a bleflednefs in exifting, un-
defs deftroyed by our own chofen finand its con-
feqiiences. 'The animal and fenfual pleafures, 6f
-which our prefent natures are capable, is the lot-
‘eft degree of happinefs, and thofe who thto'la
‘corruption of heart can tafte no other, do not yet
know the great blefling of exiftence. Thereisa
hatural pleafure in knowing ; and what is till'infi-
‘nitely greater, there is a moral happinefs in loving
the excellent truths and objeéts that are known:
- -IT is of the Lord’s goodnefs that we were 16t
" “ftocks and ftones, or left never to exift, never to
fee, to adore, to love; neverto behold the works of

God and follow them up to the glorious fountain.
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" From the. continnation of éur beitig, we are
apt to feel, as tho’ it were independently our
own § but this is wholly an erroneous feeling, for
there is 2 conftant power of God in uphelding
- this animad and intelligent life. And how great
a blefling is this exiftence, when we confider it
48 the beginning of eternal confcioufnefs——eternal
knowledge——eternal love, and growing beatitude
.ia the prefence of our maker.« What a gloom
would it caft over the good man’s exiftence, if
he wete foon to fleep and waké no more ; but
- when he confiders a refurretion ; when he feels
the greateft longings of heart to come near to
Gof, to know him more and ferve him better ;
when he confiders his prefent life as introductory
to a future, and his prefent knowledge and ex-
perience as a foundation on which the fuperftruc-
ture of everlafting felicity will be built; how doth
it enlatge his fenfe of God’s goodnefs to the
children of men. And tho’ in this world there
" be many perfonal pains of body and mind, afflic-
tions, forrows and trials, his faith rifes above
them~—on the wings of faith and love he afcends
over the curtain that hangs between this and the
wotld to come, and bleffes God for an intelligent,
. holy and eternial being ; he can even blefs God
that there are trials on this fide the grave, which
in the-hand of the holy fpirit are made the means
of preparing gujlty creatures for a pure heaven,
where all who approach fhall be like God, and
fetve him in the Dbeauties of perfeét holinefs.aw
In this conneétion with another world, all prefent
bleflifigs bécome a very real ground of praife,
and we fhall feel this truth, if our hearts are pre-
pared to veccive and improve them in a right,
mwannet. - I may therefore, ’ o/
- Secondly, Mention as caufe of praife, that God
hath preferved us another year, and given us the
cénmmont provifions of his providence in a very
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bountiful meafure.” We have had, not only fiich
a thare of happinefs as time and:the world are.in
their nature calculated to give ; -but we have had -
another year as an opportunity to feek the per
feét redemption of the world to come. Itisa -
ferious inquiry, what our prefent ftate would have
been, if God had called our bodies to the grave
* and our fouls before his tribunal, within the year
to which our prefent anniverfary hath refped.
Let us therefore keep in view, that the chief value
of life, and all temporal mercies is derived from™ -
their relation to futurity. The health, which hath
prevailed to an uncommon degree; in thig place
and through all the northern ftates, hath given
us opportunity to devote the whole vigor of un«
derftanding to ferve God and feek his f%vo,r. Y\
plentiful fupply of common bounties hath taught-
us that God is good and worthy.to be fought.:
The continuance of life hath been a lengthened:
time of probation, and if we have not repenteéd,
there is ftill room and opportunity to turn to God.;
~The bleflings received by ourfelves, our families,:
our neighbours, and our country, lead to repent«
ance. They afford a rational motive to radore.
and love God, and fhow the fountain of good:
there is in him, all of which may be enjoyed by:
us if we are obedient. ‘This is the right way of
eftimating temporal bleflings, for if we value them:
only as they relate to time, the joy will be thort;
for the time of this world will foon end, and be~ -
fore the time of this world ends, we muft gq from:
it and be known hereno more. . - B
In this place, itis fit we fhould paufe a mg-
ment from purfuing the general fubjeét, and fe-;
rionfly atk our own confciences, whether we;
have moft caufe to rejoice in God’s blefings, or,
mourn over ourfelves for our own improper ufe
of them ? If we have lived only for this world—"
If we have rejoiced in life, only a5 a time of temt~
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poral and fenfual pleafure—If we have forgotten
the giver in feeking and idolizing the gift—If
health and the bounties of providence, have by
our mifimprovement miniftered only to a fors
getful difobedience of Jehovah, we have great
caufe for regret ; and while we acknowledge the.
goodnefs of God in giving, have reafon enough
to mourn over our own mifufe and ingratitude.

. Thirdly, I may this day call upon you to praife
God for the blefling of a well regulated Civik
Government, and the multitude of benefits which
flow from this fource.—A government, built on
an excellent civil conftitution, which guards you
on the one hand againft the tyranny of rulers 3
" and on the other from the more:awful ty ,
of the multitude—of the people themfelves une
der no control-—of military defpots—of unprine
cipled men, raifed to power by opportunity and;
the.confufion of the times, who with equal indif<
ference fpill human blood, violate all rights of
humanity and juftice, and trample on civil con=
ftitutions, which are made facred before God and
men, by the vows of millions. It is very diffie
cult jultly to appreciate the bleflings of a good-
civil government.—~Nothing but the want of it,
-ar very clearly feeing the mifery of thofe who
are deprived of it, can fufficiently raife the ener-
gy of mens imagination to realize how great the.
blefling is—Withoutit we can neither a&, nor.
fpeak, o fleep in fafety ; or enjoy a fingle blefling
given by a bountiful providence. The places
which are deprived of it, are conftantly filled
with eveats, which make the eye, the ear and all
the focial feelings, inlets of mifery. All is mus-
toal diftruft, mutual injury and common woe, .
‘The heart cannot opento friendfhip without ges. -
ing intp the way of death. The tear of humani.
ty often becomes a crime of the blackeft die,
- Asd very frequently, toB worlhip God according
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to the ditates of confcierice, that facred nght of
all-men, is conftrued’ into’the ‘worft ‘of crimes.
Thefe are only a few. of the mildeft features in the
face of tyranny, and of anarchy the worft kind of
tyranny: ~ ‘Let us therefore praifé God fora' ‘good
évil conftitution—a government of - our ‘own'
c¢hoice: and' adminiftered:* by *‘mén of ‘our own.
choice—a goveinment which' Treely indiilgesalt
gerfonal , focjal and rehgxous tights.: The con:
tution of the land is the banner of civil and re2
ligious hberty, and- thofé who attcmpt to: m;ure‘
#are bringing mifery on mﬂhoﬂs
1 It would feein that if a’n’y thmg can teach us’
the greatnefs« of-our ‘privileges ‘and our favoréd
fieuation, it muft be ldoking acrofs the At&amic,
anid obfervitig the fituation of the-old- States:: T
ain fenfiblethat fome effects of their commotions
Have teachéd 'to us, and! that peaceful America
has been ‘mjured,’ and is* now- fuffering by the’
moft unjufhﬁ&ble depredations, and as mip'dliticj
m'the natiotis who- encourage them ' as’they be
dnjuft'; buit’ thefe are injiiries which' come on 2
few, compared\mth the whole body - of our- com+
“thunity.  The great body ‘of the community are
hippy, in péace and under a-good government.:
I€ we may go- through, the périod ‘of peril ‘now
- commenced, int which the'cuip'of the Lord’s vesi:
geance is piit info -the hands ‘of the nations- to
drirk, to pum{htthem for “their' fins -and prove’ -
. His own holinéfs, without tjll ghéater evils than.
we have yet fuﬁ’ered ‘we ﬂiall be comparatwely
Happy indéed. " ~The -evils | which our ‘eats have
Heard are but'in:their begintihg. Tventureto
predictand do it boldly, that the moft bitter part:
and -thie dregs of this cup are yet to. be pourédJ
~ outand fwaliowed by mankind. ** Thofei"propheé-”
- cies Whit:h ‘muft e fulfilled; teach: us thisw And-
there id'a’nataral preparation ‘in-the “ftate of the-
mations's " in the derangement of - their ﬁy{tiemé of

-
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policy with. refpet to one another; in the une:
principled meafures of many governments, whichr
muft deftroy all foreign and domeftic’ confidence;:
and in the luxurious and avaricious chara&ter of.
individuals, to carry the unchanging preditions
of. God’s word into moft dreadful execution.:
Even if peace were eftablifhed between the con-:
tending nations, it could only be the peace of a:
few days unlefs God interpofe by his own fpirit..
Oh Lord fhorten thefe days, that thy creatures’
may blefs thee ; giva them to {ee thy hand, that
they ‘may turn _from their fins, and turn thou
thine anger from them. B
.. FroM what is now taking place in Europe, we'
ought to learn the following things. , .
---1.” THE natural tendency of all fyftems of ci-
vil -and religious oppreflion.———That fuch fyf-
tems have beenerected, almoft over the whole.
world, men of every party are now ready to a-.
gree, and they have been carried to a great degree.
of excefs. Syftems of civil and religious oppref-.
fion heap up danger, and the moft extreme for-,
row: for the countries where they have been in-
troduced. Megluires of oppreffion may be intro-
~duced wantonly by the great; they may be ac-.
cepted incautioufly by the people ; but they muft-
be, ;parted with by pain and blood, by events.
which thow the madnefs of an injured people,:
and caufg the pofterity of the great to curfe the:
folly of their_ anceftors. - A time muft come
throiigh the progrefs of knowledge, or from.
- fome event more accidental to human forefight
than this, whenithe moft vigorous exertions. will:
bé made to gverturn the foundation of oppreflion.'
The mifery of fuch a revolytion is often greater.
than all antecedent miferies. . Such a fcene opens
8 ddor for the paffions and fins of the enraged:
maltitude,,who liave -much fair zeal, but little *
knowledge-and no_refponfibility.  Honeft and
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' Ezateﬁtl men are difpofed to retire into the
" fhade, and it leads unprincipled men to the helm
of ftate—and a daring fpirit of enterprize calcu-
Iated to flourith only in forlorn days and by wick-:
ed meafures comes into the place of true great-
nefs and truevirtue. A confidersble number of
fuch tyrants in the ftate makes the moft com-
pletetyranny. Thofe who introduce either civil
" or religious oppreflion into their countty, are
laying a foundation for their pofterity of many
generations to be wretched.. What can -fuch
perfons think # They are either extremely igno-
rant of the natural operation of things, or their
- paflion for in hath made them willing to-curfe
the offspring of their own bowels. . - Co
" 2. THe prefent events of Europe. teach us
that God will fulfit-his own word=that hewill
accomplith his own prophecies, though men may
fay all things remain as they were.~——For feve
eral ages pa%l, many have been ready to fay, it iy
impofiible thofe events fhould take place, and
that thofe evils fhould come en the great powers
of the world which are plainly preditted. -Infi.
delity hath built much on this; but letfuch
look on the world now. - The clufters of the
vine of a wicked profeffing church are ripe. The

- time of the wrath of the Lamb  is come.«-The
feeds of revolution are: widely fown, they “have
rung, and are beginning to rip¢ens ; The har-
fv%ft o% woe is cbm;g;cnceg;g- and  the bundles bow
over the fickle, Now it - is much niore difficale
to fee when and where it wilt end; thun it once
was to know 'when and where. it -would Begin
The Lord who governs the world, knew the
truth of ‘what he foretold; - and unlefs we-fee
God in thefe things, we ‘do hot behold them
vight.—Unlefs we fear him in thefe things, there
" s reafon te apptehend, we fhall have. a desper
fhare in them than bath beefl already fohi
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the Lord makeus wifk to fee the figns of dhe
msandthefafons.. . 'vxgns S
. % Fromthe prefent events of Europe, we
may fee the folly. of endeaveuring to fupport
good government and a fyfbem of rational aad o-
ual liberty without the axd of religion.~——ZEven’
falfe fchemes of religion amenyg the heathen,
were abfolutely neceffary for their civil goverax
menat. Iknow thatreligion hath often been pro-

faned to promote oppreffion ; but this is no evie

dence that a rational religion is not neceffary for
good government and rational liberty, which is
the ‘onty. true liberty, or that which is a blefling >

- men. The vileft tyrants in the world have knowa.

the conneftion between national ' religion and
national . ftability, and dare not truft all their
own means without this aid. For this reafon,
they have firft called ia, and. then corrupted. retis
ion to aflift their opprefion. The church
ithes the favor of the {tate and. thanks thofe piv

- .ous rulers whe fay to her God jpeed 2hee ; but

fhe can ftand without them ; becaufe fthe hath wn
Alnighty King who rules in the midft of . the na<

© dons, andl in-the 'midft of his cnemies and bas

promifed his prote@ion.. But the ftate cannot

- ftand without religion, becaafe religion containg

thofu raoral obligations, and that holy temper-and
rattice, without ' which. men cannot dwell tos
er in peace.s—We may talk 2as much as

. we pl¢afe of reafon—-of its great attainments and
“inBuence in thefe new days—-of light—of civilitp -

wgivilization—-and other mmes complimen
to human navare, ‘where thereis no fear of Gody
but reafon and ‘all -thefe alane, never yet bore

. down the human paffions and the felfithr vices of

men. . There muft be a -fear und love of God,

- and fuch evangelical obsdience ‘us. the gofpel re-

quiresy before therd will be a foar of the fin which
opprofior mion. --A far of God-never can ftand
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upon a fyﬂem of infidelity and that vague, un.’
" chara&terized Deity, whom loofe . men.call na.,
 ture—or upon the'mighty abilities of reafon in
thofe who poffefs it~~or a total abolition of God’s-
Sahbaths, his ordinances and thofe inftitutions,.
by which the things of Jehovah are imprefled on.
the minds of mankmd in’ this felﬁfh and fenfualv
ftateof being. . i, .

.- For the mﬁru&xdn of mankmd God is now-
pemntung within the limits of Old Chn{tendom,t
an experiment which no  heathen empire of any
‘great extent, was ever wild enough to attempt j
to fuppoft a -good and fafe government, on rea- -
fon without religion.—Ye men .of either world,
whether the:old orimew, who.are attempting. thls, '
know that you are building :a, Babel, and that-
the Lord of allithe.earth will come down and
* confound your language, and your tongues fhall

become piercing. fwords to one another. - And
what doth this..teach. us, my chriftian friends ?
Itteacheth us, as we love our - peaceto fear;:God
and-keep his commandments.  As we value the
peace of our pofterity, let us bring them up.in
the fear of the. Lord—to regard :his laws—tg
bonor - his Sabbaths—to feek his: prote&lon--
and. to fear his judgments. - -~
;4. THE prefent ltate of Europe teaches - us ta
yeverence our own civil conftitutions.———We
havé equal caufe to blefs. God for freedom ; and
for an efficient government, which can pumh
crimes juftly, diftinguith between ‘the innocent
and the guilty, andprote&t the citizen in his juft
rights. . Itis the way of men to move from one
extreme to anorher ; ‘and in their paflion againft
a few great 'ufurpers, to- open the door for a
million of lefler ones.~The: power of ‘a fingle
defpot, and the licentioufnefs. of . anarchy are at
an equal remove from ttue freedom, peace and -
fafety. - . Other countrigs may need a revolution;

I\
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e
‘but i this any* evidence thatone is needed in the
“United Stites?—Shall we birrn “our own houfe,
beaufe burning is the fathion a thoufand leagues
from “us -?—~Becaufe other nations are tearing
downi the fabrick of - oppreflion, in which they
and their: fathers-have been long afflited ; fhall .
we:{peil our own temple of freedom, whwh wds
bought by the blood ‘of -our brethren, and has
bien retired by the” wifdom: iof deliberanon and
expenéhce a----—---I)aforg:mnz!ers, in-a’land of'eont
fituted: freédoiny'muft be unwife men ; for they
feek tréuble withouta ‘poffibility. of ﬁnal -advan.
tage to‘themfelves, to-the prefent ‘community; ‘ot
to-pofkérity.:: I believe that': fome ‘of this characs
ter feel honeft fo themfelves ; but Ithe -moré el
dence we haveé of their- mtegnty, the: lefs there ig

- of their knowledge ; and it’ appeats that they'do
not diftinguith: between the ﬂ‘e}ent ﬁtuauons
andbleiﬁngsrofxnméns.' WEn L e eslinal

v+ THE pafty fpirit which haeH m fomé - degree]
. obtained in ur coimtry is a: ftain-to our wifdom '
Ogne fays; Tam'a friend of - this: conténdirig na
tion, and andther.of that. ‘I think thisiy nof el
mg goed politicians, arid. am certain it is"hot" bes
-ing'good chriftians. The chriftian po‘hncm?n will
pity the calamities of all nations—he  will feektd
be-good and be juft'to att—he will - pray’ for all;
and. not ‘make- hlmfelf ithe inftrument oﬁhh&-—-
Therefore, if wemean to be 2 free, happy and!
good people, let us-revererice ‘ouri own governi
ment which is the ordinance of . God, and fuffex
ho-party fpirit towards diftant people Sovan eriily
- ‘Fourtbly, T fhall conclulle this difcoutfe; iwitly
mentioning to you the : higheft grdund'of- ﬂe%u
ing in the goodnefs of God—The gofpet icht
gives peace, forgivenefs, eternal holmfefs and crefb
in the kingdom of God. Though-there be :ma-
ny mercies ; -there are alfo many miferies-in this’
world, anﬁng from the fins-of men.—Who cat
rauonally wifh to live here always ?--Our XY
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peciations of- perfet happinela fram.- the waorld
mufl wear ous, as we becomg perfeitly acquaint-
ed.with it ; and we ourfelves muft wear out, and
foom be gone, if thefe expedations .do. noge—
Wereit netfora gefpel. of - peace’ and forgive,
nefa, how could we with any confidénce, think
of appearing in that world to which we myft
foon came.—The more .we fee of the miferies
flowing from fin in this world ; the more we
muft be eonvinced, shere will be mifery in" every
ftate whereit exifts ;- and the¢ more we muf} re-

" jeiceina gofpel, which prepares men to be hap-

Py by'making them. holy—which fandlifies hyy
man: ¥eafoh—which deftroys felfiflinefs, and gives
@ benevolent lave; - If we had met this gofpel;
though we might vainly hape the beft;, we conld
not -3flure ourfelves of being forgivea—of  the
protesiion of God in the yalley of death—of hig
fmiles when ftanding befoye: lus. trihunal—of the
perfet.cleanfing'of ‘our own hearts—af a fociety
above, where true lave and oxder  thall reign+—
nor of afreedem from the calamities; with whigh
fin: hath fillad this ;w:;:ld. ; Tbtﬁsefbo?ep-:in :fll i:«m
rejpicingd, rejeiie groatly ror. the’ gol Jet

Chyift—~In your thanks before the throne of

* God, thank. hithmofk fervently, moft devoutlyy

moft humbly for this.~Thank han thas you
need not live alweys in a world, whete fo much
mifery conjes from human tranfgreflion ;—whare
reafon is fo. lisle fendlified, andithe wantof
petfeft, holy love, makes a5 many parties aw
there are aCtots in the fcengr—Thank him thas
our fips may bs wathed away by the.bjood of Je-
fus, and that there is a fpirdt to emhighten and

Qify—Thank him that there is a light to irras
diste the valey of death, and a fiveet, ‘voice
from the invifible world, whifpering into the:
hearts: of his repenting clifldren, come apd be: ya
ever with tha' Loitbs—May we all hear this

€
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