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FUNERAL: SERMON.

——D -, C——

PSALM XXIIL 4.

YEA, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE

SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR NO EVIL : FOR

THOU ART WITH ME ; THY ROD AND 7’HT STAFF
THEY COMFORT ME.

THE death of the body, when juftly viewed, is an
evil which human nature will always dread, unlefs
raifed above its terrors by the grace and promifes of
the gofpel. In their thoughtlefs hours, men may ap-
pear indifferent to it ; and under the delufion of -
unbelief and while the change is thought to be at a
diftance, they may imagine it will not be a terrifying
~ thing to die ; but it cannot appear thus to thofe, who
think confiderately what death is, and what its confe-
quences may probably be. Hence we find by experi-
ence, that the known approach of death makes men
ferious and anxious; and they are calm or fearful
according to their expetations for futurity.

. There are fome inftances, in which they appear to
be judicially given up to a ftupid ftate, which com-
monly happens in fuch as have fallen into deep impi-
ety againt the cleareft light and the beft means ; but
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thefe are iot common. The ufual event is, that fuch
as have been fo thoughtlefs and diffipated -as not to re-
fle@t at all, are alarmed, and in a panic leave the world ;
fuch as have reforted to infidelity to quiet their fears
are confounded, and die under a dreadful uncertainty ;
while it is the Chriftian alone, can fay, ¢ O death -
where is thy fting? O grave where is thy victery?
Though I walk thro’ the valley of the fhadow ef death
I will fear no evil, for thou, my Redeemer, art with
me.” .
"Altho’ men fuppofe themfelves out of immediate
danger, they are for a moment made folemn by death |
coming near them, and their ears are opened to hear
ferious truth. This is becaufe all know they muft’
die, and the queftions of their own preparation and
the confequences of dying, are excited. For this rea-
fon we are told, ¢ it is better to go to the houfe of -
mourning, than to go to the houfe of feafting ; for
that is the end of all men, and the living will lay it to
his heart.” - : .
The truth of what I remark is feen in the faces of
this affembly. The remains of a beloved and a vene-
rable friend, altho’ we have no reafon to be anxious
concerning the ftate into which he hath paffed, remind
us that we muft die, and naturally fuggeft the quef-
tion, whether we are prepared ? It is wife to indulge
- the inquiry, for we fhall very foon be called to make
the trial; and it would be happy if his death might be
the means of quickening us all, and efpecially this
people to whom he hath fo long and faithfully minif-
tered in the word of God.
" In the holy fcriptures, the fhortnefs of life and our
daily expofednefs o death are often urged, as reafons
for being watchful, prayerful and diligent in the duties
of faith and a holy life. In the providence of God,
the thadow of death is made without order, and the
time of our departure is hidden from us, for the fame
reafons. It is thus appointed, that we might every day
think of death, and do fomethingto prepare. Men
have tiied every way to fecure themfelves, but death
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ftill reigns ; alfo they have tried every means to forti

: themfe%:‘e’s againft ifsyfears, ‘but in all of them ll;:f};
failed, unlefs their hopes were founded on the fove.
reign and fantifying grace of God ina Redeemer.

Chriftians are the only perfons, who can look calm-
ly on thofe natural evils which take place under the
divine government. . They only can bear the troubles
of life and the world with a true fortitude ; they only
can die in hope, and commit their fouls to God, in the
affurance of faith that they fhall be accepted.

It is poffible, in fome inftances, that finners may
rufh on death, in a rage againft the providence of God,
or through the black forebodings of their own guilty
confciences, in defpair of ever being in a better ftate.
This is the phrenzy of fin, and it ought to give us a
. dreadful idea of human depravity and of the finful
 Theart when it is unreftrained. But it is the Chriftian
* .alone, who can die rationally and fubmiffively, and
with joyfal hope commit himfelf into the hands of a

. . holy and faithful Creator.

. The whole of the Pfalm, from which my text is ta-
ken, defcribes that Chriftian confidence in the gracious
care of God, which fupports his people under prefent
troubles, and affifts them to fleep quietly in Jefus, in -
hope of a refurretion toimmortal life. The language
of the Pfalm indicates a fweet ferenity of foul, and a
fenfe of the conftant fafety and fulnefs there is in God
for his people. Altho’ it is in the ftyle of paftoral -
compofition, it is defighed to communicate fentiments
purely fpiritual.  Altho’ it feems to be wholly expref-
five of joy, it is not a joy in the world; butin God,
in his governmeft, and in the whole fcheme of his
counfel and grace, according to which he is governing
. the world and appointing to every one of his children
their ftate, by means, which often in a worldly fenfe
are troublous, as well as by others which are profperous.
—The writer knew that the world is filled with
troubles ; he doubtlefs felt them himfelf, and knew
that the faints muft always feel trouble from their
own hearts ; from their enemies, and thofe who hate
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the caufe of God; from the frail nature of things
here ; and from the fpecial providences of their Heav-
enly Father, who moved by his covenant faithfulsiefs
¢ chaftifeth thofe whom he loveth, and fcourgeth ev-
ery fon whom he receiveth.”  Still, in the triumph of
a Chriftian hope, he began the Pfalm, ¢ The Lord is
my fhepherd, I fhall not want. He maketh me to lie
down in green paftures : he leadeth me beéfide the ftill
waters. He reftoreth my foul : he leadeth me in the
paths of righteoufnefs for his name’s fake.” Altho’
I am in a woild of trouble, the Lord is my preferver.
As a fhepherd taketh care of the weakeft in his flock,
fo the Lord will bear me in the arms of his providence,
and caufe all things to work together for my fpiritual
and eternal good. Altho’ I am in a world of fin, where
the paffions of men produce conftant commotion and
warfare, thro’ which the wicked punith themfelves and
devour one another ; the Lord, by his Spirit, will quiet
my {oul as by the fide of ftill waters. I fhall be fafe in

* the midft of a troubled world ; I fhall be fatisfied by

fweet and filent communion with God, and fed by the
influences of his Spirit. Altho’ my unworthinefs is

reat, ftill I can truft the covenant of his grace, that
?ot his own name’s fake and to difplay the treafures of
his love, he will reftore my foul from all iniquity, and
lead mein the paths of everlafting righteoufnefs.

Thefe are truths, which enable Chriftians to bear
with fortitude the evils of the world, and quicken
them in the difcharge of their duty. While, onone
fide, they fee the univerfal fin of man, pain and the
difappointment of human defires, the wrath of man
with all its bitter fruits and the juft defert of eternal
death; on the other, they behold by faith an infinite
God on the throne ; almighty power to execute the
counfels of infinite wifdom ; a holy providence dire&-
ing every event through eternity paft and to come;
unchanging retitude in the divine nature and provi-
dence; and treafures of love and wildom which can
never be exhaufted. While they fee a law, which is
holy and juft and places all finners under a fentence of
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»
death ; they alfo behold a gofpel of grace, thro’ which
the Lord becomes glorioufly juft and ftill the juftifier
-of the ungodly who believe in Chrift. They only need
a holy heart to make them rejoice in the fcheme of
divine wifdom and grace. ‘

The faints of God, committing themfelves to his
care by faith, and by faith receiving an all-fufficient
Saviour, feel fuch a union to his kingdom in all its in-
terefts, and fuch an affurance of divine power and
grace ordering the whole in the beft manner, that they
can rejoice in a prefent communion with the Lord, and
in hope of glory to come. This fenfe of fafety and of
holy enjoyment, is what the Pfalmift meant by being
made to lie down in green paftures and being led by
the fide of ftill waters.—Thefe are indeed the waters of
life to comfort thirfty fouls, which proceed forth from
the throne of God and the Lamb, of which fome little

rills flow by the tabernacle of every Chriftian here on
earth. '\giv\ile the world is tumultuous, they behold
fafety in God and his gracious providence ; while the

paffions of men are painfully agitated, they are at peace
in the Lord.

This view of God, which is given by faith in his
being and government, and in the purpofes of his grace
thro’ Jefus Chrift, quickens his children in duty, fup-
ports them under earthly troubles, enables them to
make the beft ufe of trials for the divine glory and their
own fandtification, and makes all their iours times of
joy, becaufe the Lord reigns. This is a joy which may
be felt in the midft of tears, and is known only to the
faithful ; for the fecret comforts of the Lord are with
thofe who fear him.—They have a fupport under afflic-
tions, a fecurity in times of public deftrution, and dan-
ger to the church, a quickening in duty, and a joy of
hope from the promifes of God, which can be attained
only by Chriftian love and faith. '

Among other blefled effefts of a gracious confi-
dence in God, it is not a fmall one, that thereby the
fear of death is removed. ¢ Yea, tho’.I walk thro’
the valley of the thadow of death, I will fear no evil :
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for thou art with me.”” 'If a Chriftian’s faith furnifhes
the beft enjoyments to the mind, in every fituation of
life ; if it be the only effectual fupport under unavoid-
able afflictions ; if it gives fortitude and joy in death,’
the change which naturally fills man with terror ; it is
certainly better than all which the world can beftow on
~ thofe who neglett religion : but when we look #till fur-
ther, even beyond the grave and into eternity, and find,
that Chriftian faith and pietfy thall receive an incorrupt-
ible crown and a weight of glory, their value muft be
acknowledged ineftimable. :

That our refleftions may be pertinent to the affe-
ing occafion, on which we are convened, let us inquire,
how the fear of death is removed from the people of
- God ; and what are the nature and grounds of their
' comfort in that folemn hour. , L

~And here, I previoufly obferve, that death, confid-

ered merely as the decay and diffolution of the body,
muft be as painful to the people of God as to others.
Infinite wif{dom hath not feen fit to remove this part of
the curfe from any of the children of men ; not even
from the redeemed. In the death of the body, Chrif-
tians muit follow their Saviour, and it is often a painful
fcene ; but the greater the pain, if it be borne with pa-
tience and fubmffion, the higher evidence it becomes
of the efficacy of religion and its comforts. The infi-
nite wifdom of God feés fit, that thro’ thefe pains the
faith and the patience of his children fhould be matu-
réd, and evidence be thus given, to thofe who furvive,
of their unthaken truft in God; and alfo of the power
of his grace to uphold them in a diftrefling fcene.
Further, it muft, in itfelf, be a painful thing to the
people of God, to have the fweet and dear connexions
of life broken. Friendthip and the natural affections
are not neceflarily and in their nature finful, but only
.{o from excefs, and when they make us unfubmiffive
to the providence of God. But tho’ this is a grief,
which the pious muft expeét to feel; in the grace of
God there is a fufficient fupport, and it thows the
power of religion, as well as the comfort there is be-
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holding and ferving God, that it can make them
cheerfully bid adieu to all that is dear in the world,
Thefe evils, which are neceffary to dying Chriftians as
well as to others, if met with fubmiflion and a truft in
God, will not make them-unhappy ; which fhews that
his grace is very efficacious.- ‘

But the inquiry returns, what are the nature and
grounds of that comfort, which can render the people
of God patient under the pains of death, and enable
them to fay, it is far better to depart, than to remain
here ?

1. I anfwer generally, the fear of death is removed,
and they are comforted, becaufe God is with them.

¢« Though I walk thro’ the valley of the fhadow of
death, ¥ will fear no evil ;- for thou art with me,”” The
general nature of the covenant of grace and all the
promifes warrant Chriftians, if they truft in their Re-
deemer, to expeét that divine gnce will be granted
them according to their day and fituation. He whq
loved them unto the end, and who knows by his own
experience what it is to die, will iijve them fuch fupport
as they need.- Certainly the children of God, who
experience in their lives fo much of his care'and grace,
and who have fo many glorious promifes, need not fear
that he will forfake tl?x'em in death. < Precious in the
fight of the Lord is the death of his faints.” To the
church, of which every true Chriftian is a member,
the Lord faith, ¢ When thou pafleth thro’ the waters,
I will be with thee ; and thro’ the rivers, they fhall not
overflow thee : When thou walkeft thro’ the fire, thou
fhalt not be burned ; neither fhall the flame kindle
upon thee.””—< [ will ranfom them from the power of
the grave ; I will redeem them from death : O death,
I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy deftruc,
tion : Repentance fhall be hid from mine eyes.”” The
Lord, to whom their death is precious, can make them
fenfible of his prefence, by fhowing them his glory and
his mediatorial all-fufficiency ;—by ftrengthening their
love into a flame of defire, that they may come nearer
to him, even into his prefence ;—by increafing their

’ B
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faith fo as fo depend on his promifes, and caft them.
felves wholly into his protecting arms.  To be fenfible
that ant Almighty Redeemer is prefent, will give
ftrength for all things, even to a dying worm of the
duft. And altho’ the Chriftian feels, that in himfelf
he is a guilty finner, and deferves to be left in mifery ;
ftill thro’ the light of God’s reconciled countenance,
he believes, feels and knows that fuch firmers may truft
in fovereign grace. ‘ . :

When infinite wifdom, power and grace fhine on
the mind, all created things become little ;—all dan«
gers vanith, in ‘comparifon with infinite love ;—and
all changes, even that of death, are loft in the fight of
divine glory. Thus efficacious is a view of the divine
prefence to ftrengthen the frail creature and ftrip death
of its terrors. ~

adly.” The fear of death is removed from the people
of God, by feeing that the perfe& righteoufnefs of
Chrifk is fufficient for their juftification.
- ¢ The fting of death is fin, and the ftrength of fin
is the law.” To the unbelieving death is a fearful
change, not merely as a fcene of pain, but thro’ con«
fcious guilt, which makes them dread the divine pref-
ence. They are afraid of a holy judge ; they have no
righteoufnefs, but much fin and fguilt in their whole
nature and lives, and therefore fear the fentence of
retribution. They have no Saviour and interceflor,
whofe righteoufnefs they can plead, when called to their
great account. But the Chriftian fees that the right-
eoufnefs of Chrift is full and fufficient for the chief of
finners, and he places his humble reliance on this alone.
—When he feels the fanétifying power of God, ena-
bling him to delight in the charater and offices of
~ Chrift as mediator ; and when he commits himfelf to
this grace, he can rely on the promife of acceptance,
and hope in fovereign mercy. A fenfe of his own un-
worthinefs is 110 bar in the way of his rejoicing in hope ;
for where fin hath abounded grace mucg) more abounds
to the praife of redeeming wifdom and goodnefs, to-
wards.all who are obedient in Chrift Jefus.
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. gdly. The people of God are fupported: in’ death,
thro’ the promife and expetation, that by this change
they fhall be delivered from fin. , .

In this world fan&ification is but in part, and thofe,
who have made the beft proficiency in the Chriftian
temper, do ftill feel great remains of a corrupt nature;
When they would do good, evil is often prefent with
them ; and they find a law in their members warring
againit the law of their minds and bringing them into
captivity to the law of fin. 'When temptations attack
them, there is a remaining principle of fin, the unfanc-
tified remains of a heart originally evil, which will con-
fent to tranfgrefs, unlefs prevented by the grace of
. God, thro’ their own prayer and watchfulnefs. Expe-
rience thows that all have fome fins which eafily befet
them. This caufed the Apoftle to lament, “ O wretch-
ed man that [am! who fhall deliver me from the body
of this death ?”” And he could find no hope of a
conqueft, but by the power of God thro’ Jefus Chrift
our Lord. . Neither could this conqueft be expe&ed
until death, which made the fame Apoftle fay, < For
we know that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle
were diffolved, we have a building of God, an houfe
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in
this we groan, earneftly defiring to be cloathed upon
with our houfe which is from heaven. Now he that
hath wrought us for the felf fame thing is God, who
hath given unto us the earneft of the Spirit.”

All the people of God experience feelings and de-
fires of a fimilar nature. The remainder of fin is their
burden ; they need the moft painful watchfulnefs to
refift temptation and to keep their own hearts; and
they find great imperfetion in their beft performed
- duties, and cleareft exercifes of faith and love. They
long to be cloathed upon with the houfe from above,
and to find a heavenly purity in their whole temper,
and a heavenly freedom in their praife. The deliver-
ance from fin which is expeéted, is one principal thing
which makes heaven appear fo defirable to the faints
on earth ;- and 3 profpedt of this, . thro’ the promife of
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God, fweetens even their dying bed. 'Théy can bear
much pain of body, as a megns of being delivered
from the burden, which hath lain heavieft on their
hearts ; they can calmly take a laft view of the whole
fcene here below, if they may thereby bid farewel to
fin ; knowing that they are in the hands of a merciful
God, who keepeth all his covenant, they can boldly
enter a new and untried flate, if. they may therein find
" a holy perfettion ; and thus they fay, O death where
is thy fﬁn%‘! O grave where is thy victory ! R
- 4thly. The fear of death is removed, and Chriftians
are comforted in it, by the near profpect of more clearly
beholding and enjoying the glory of God.
- A fight of God’s glory is the bleffednefs of his faints.
This is the joy of heaven, and it is the defire of all his
faints on earth. When they can fee moft of Ged in
his works, whether of nature, ptovidence or grace,
they are the moft emptied and humble in themfelves ;
but moft triumphant and joyful in him. New views
of divine glory, and an inward ftrength of love are ac-
companying operations of the mind, and both may be
confidered as fources of bleflednefs. ‘We have reafon
to fuppofe that the degree of love to God and his king-
dom, in the heavenly life, cannot be conceived by us
" in this prefent ftate ; alfo, that the difplays of his glory
are fuch as men on earth could not' behold and live.
But a fimilar defire of feeing the glory of God is felt
by his people here. This 1s the comfort of Chrif-
tians ; makes them patient in worldly tribulation 3 and
firengthens them in all their duties. "It was the requeft
of Mofes to the Lord, “I befeech thee, thow me thy
glory;” and the- difciples faid to Chrift, ¢ Show us
the Father and it fufficeth us.”” Heaven is defcribed
to be a ftate and a life of vifion, to which the brighteft
views of the perfe&tion and glory of God, which Chrif-
tians have by faith on earth, are as comparative dark-
nefs.~— When that which is perfeét is come, then that
which isin part fhall be done away. For now we fe¢ *
thro’ a glafs darkly ; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then I fhall know even as I.am
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known.”—¢ And the city had no need of the fun,
naither of the moon to fhine init: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light there.
of.” In that eternal life every objet and every event,
will be a medium for reflecting this light of the glory
of the Lord on the minds of his people.—An ardent
defire of beholding this glory takes away fear, and com-
forts the Chriftian in the near profpet of his departuxe.
While the body is finking down to the duft, a love of
God and the Redeemer ferves as wings by which the
foul rifes that it may join the general affembly of the
fpirits of juft men made perfet. :

And now, my brethren, having feen what the fup-
ports and comforts of religion are, fhall we wonder that
death, which is the natural terror of men, hath to dy-
ing Chriftians loft its fearfulnefs? When we confider
the reafon, and that it is becaufe God is with them,
fhall we think it ftrange that they fay, ¢ Yea, tho’ I
pafs-thro’ the valley of the thadow of death, I willfear
no evil? Divine ftrength and the light of God?s coun.-
tenance will render death eafy as any other fcene thro’
which men 'muft pafs. - L '

But let us remember, that being deftitute of religion,
it will be a fearful thing to die. Impiety and unbelief
may boaft of their folly, they may go thro’ life in mad-
nefs ; but they cannot boaft in death, In death they
muft tremble and fink to defpair. : .
- Ye-thoughtlefs people, for doubtlefs in fuch an af-
fembly there muft be fome of this charatter, who are
making yourfelves eafy in a life of impenitence and in
gurfuingfvthe cares and pleafures of the world ; after

aving heard what it is which gives Chriftians their
triumph, how can you be quiet in your ftate ? Death
is a'warfare from which there is no difcharge, and in
its fhadow there isno order. 'Who will next be taken
muft always to men be a thing unknown, until revealed
by the event." B :
- Infinite-grace offers falvation to all; but it fecures
-2 happy end only to the-penitent and belisving, and to
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fuch as defire to live godly lives in Chrift Jefus. Even
infinite grace and love will not fave an impenitent fin-
ner. And is it not the higheft folly in the wicked to
think themfelves fafe, becaufe grace is offered on terms
which they are refolved to refufe? or to imagine they
fhall find fupport in death, becaufe there is a triumph
to Chriftians, whofe charalter, temper and lives are fo
different from their own? All that hath been faid to
fhew the grounds and nature of the Chriftian’s comfort
in death proves, that thofe who have not an intereft in
Chrift will be comfortlefs. If out of Chrift, they have
no reafon to fuppofe that the fupporting rod and ftaff
of God will be prefent with them. If they have not
believed in Chrift with the heart, they cannot be made
fafe by the fufficiency of his righteoufnefs. Being
unholy, it will be no fupport to them to think of per-
fe€tion and conformity to God;. or to meditate on
heaven as a place of infinite purity. With their dif-
pofition they cannot fee the beauty of the Lord’s holi-
nefs; and the very fight of his prefence, inftead of
comforting will affli& them; fo that all the reafons
which fweetly draw the Chriftian forward to his eternal
reft will make the finner afraid to die. Our fubje&t
thews the importance of immediate preparation, and
that this confifts in nothing fhort of repentance towards
God, and fuch faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift as iffues
in a holy life. :

- How wonderful is that grace of God we have been
‘confidering, which can clothe weak and finful minds
with ftrength, calmly to leave all things here below,
and enter eternity with humble and ardent defire to
come into the prefence of God! It muft be all-fuffi-
cient grace, which can produce fuch effeéts, perfefting
ftrength out of weaknefs, and raifing heavenly defires
in minds which are naturally alienated from God and
all that is holy.

My Chriftian Brethren, While this fubjet teaches
us that our only ftrength is in the prefence and grace
of Chrift ; while.it fets before us the only temper with
which we can dje in peace, it ought alfo to humble us,

~
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Are not many of us, who have a hope of being the
Redeemer’s friends, frequently in bondage thro’ fear
of death? Whence can this come? Only from our.
felves and from the weaknefs of our faith and love.
‘We are not ftraitened in.divine mercy, nor in the pro-
vifion the gofpel makes to affift us in all the conditions
thro”> which we muft pafs, nor in a knowledge of the -
means to be ufed to obtain this afliftance, nor in the fuf-
ficiency of our divine Lord ; but in ourfelves. By the
weaknefs of our graces we are ftraitened and often made
to fear, altho’, l.% fincere as we profefs, an incorruptible
inheritance is held out before us, as the end of our
travel. If we had a greater defire to be holy, we fhould
have lefs fear of that change which introduces the peo-

" ple of God to endlefs perfection. If we had lefs love

of the creatures, we fhould find little to attach us te this
perithing world. If we had more love of God and
Chrift, 1t would excite a defire to come near him, even
to his feat; that we might be with our Saviour, and
behold the glory which the Father hath given him. If
our faith was increafed, committing our fouls to the di-
vine care, we could quietly fleep in Jefus. But if our
graces remain weak we muft expeét all our life time to
be in bondage thro’ fear of death. Thofe fears of
death, which Chriftians fometimes feel, fhould excite
their watchfulnefs and prayer ; watchfulnefs againft
the world, left it entice their hearts ; and prayer for
grace, that they may grow in the divine narure, and be
delivered from that flavith apprehenfion, which not on-
ly makes them unhappy, but.dithonors Chrift and their
own religious profeffion. : '

My brethren, the time is fhort. The providence of
God, which frequently fpeaks, is now giving us a fol-
emn and affefting call. There lie the remains of a
“dear, departed friend, whom we muft foon follow.
Doubtlefs we feel the firoke of providence, and let us
endeavor fo to feel, that we may improve it wifely.
- Juftice to the caufe of religion and to the power of
divine grace, require that I thould fay fomething to you
of the charalter, life and death of our deceafed brother.
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Doéor Backus was born of reputable-and Chrifs
tian parents in that part of Norwich now called Frank.
lin, on Nov. sth, 1749. By the wife and righteous
providence of God, he was left an orphan in his child-
hood, when his education fell under the dire&tion of
pious relations. Difcovering an early love of fcience,
altho’ his patrimony was not fully competent for the
purpofe, his friends determined to affift him in obtain-
ing a liberal education.. He was graduated at Yale

" College in the year 1769, and in the year 1801 Wil+
liams College conferred on him the degree of Dottor
of Divinity. His theological education was under the
Rev. Do&or Hart of Prefton, and he became a licen-
tiate for preaching the gofpel in June 1773. On the
fecond Sabbath after he commenced a preacher of
the gofpel he miniftered to this people. He received
the paftoral charge of this church, by ordination, on
the 10th of Auguft 1774. He was twice eleted Pro-
feflor of Divinity ; firft, in the college at Dartmouth,

~ and afterwards at Yale College, both which eletiong
he declincd'a}ccepting. The firft attack of that difeafe,
which difabled him for public labor and hath terminat.
ed in his death, was on Auguft 31ft, 1801. He de-
parted this life on December 30th, 1803, aftera faith-
ful miniftry of more than 29 years.

In college he made a diftinguifhing proficiency in
natural fcience, and his life was moral and amiable.
His underftanding, which was naturally clear and dif-
tinguithing, and his judgment, which was corret, were
improved by a general acquaintance with literary fubs
jets and the beft authors. :

In the laft part of his’ collegiate life, his mind was
imprefled with a ferious and deep conviction of the fin
of his nature. Thefe impreflions, after a variety of ex-
ercifes, terminated in a comfortable Chriftian hope, In
his private writings, he fpeaks of afeafon in May 1770,
in which the natural obftinacy of his heart was hum-
bled,and hewaswonderfullyenlightened in a knowledge
of the glory of God and of a precious Redeemer ; and
from this time he maintained a Chriftian hope.
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As a Chriftian he was exemplary and humble. As
a minifter he was faithful and indefatigable in his paf-
ztoral fervices, being filled with a love of the fouls of his
people.  Under his miniftry, which we hope God hath
blefled for the falvation of many, there have been four
feafons of the fpecial revival of religion. He was evan-
.gelical in all his inftrutions and his preaching was
.drawn from the oracles of truth, not according to the
.wifdom of man, but in demonftration of the Spirit and
in'power. This people can witnefs, how plainly he
rebuked fin; how clearly he taught the dottrines of
faith in Chrift and a holy life, and enforced them by his
own example.
__As a theologian he was eminent. His retired fitu-
ation, which was favorable to ferious ftudies, and his
.eminence as an inftructor drew around him many who
“were deflgned for the Chriftian miniftry. Nearly fifty
have been members of his theological {chool, the greater
part of whom are now paftors in the churches. The
Lord, in whofe fervice his life hath been fpent, gra-
cioufly remembered him to the end. In his laft illnefs,
which was long, he had much of the divine prefence,
until he departed and as we confidently believe {lept in
Jefus.—The laft words which he was heard to whilx
per, were < Glory to God in the highe/t, and on earth
peace, good will towards men.” o _
‘We, who are paftors in the churches, are fenfible that
a light is extinguifhed in ourZion; but we reft in aflured .
hope, that he who hath removed our brother, will raife
up ®thers to fill his place. The refidue of the Spirit
is with the Lord and the caufe is his own ; may he
prepare many to minifter before him, in this day, when
the harveft is plenteous, but the laborers few.
We mourn with this people ; and with the afflicted
widow. You, madam, are called into freth afli&ion,
under which we pray you may have much of the di-
vine prefence. The lofs of an only child* in the be-

— G

* Mr. Jabez Backus, who dfcd March 1 6th, 1794, in ;.he 15th
year of his age, and while 2 member of Yale College.
. Cc
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- ginning of his academic courfe, who promifed fair for
ufefulnefs, was a fingular trial ; but he who gave had
a right to take away, and we truft you have felt Chrif-
tian peace in fubmiffion to his holy providence. . Altho’
‘by this new bereavement you are placed alone, without
companion or child, the Lord can abundantly fupply
the place of thele earthly comforts. We befeech you
to remember that our HeavenlyFather is wife and good;
that it is often beit for us to be affliGed ; and that we
have a promife, if his hand be feen and adored, that
prefent affliGtions fhall work out for us the peaceable
{ruits of righteoufnefs.—The only comfort, .which
mourners in your fituation can have, muft be frem re-
ligion ; therefore, caft your burdens on the Lerd.
Live near to God and abide in Chrift, and he who is
the widow’s God will preferve you in-affliGtion, and
enable you by his prefence to pafs thro’ the’ valley of
the thadow of death without fear, ,
We commend all the bereaved friends to the grace
of God, and efpecially one prefent with us,* who is in
the Chriftian miniftry, to whom the deceafed was as
father. May the fpirit of Elijah reft on Elifha.
There is a wide breach made in this church and con-
gregation. My brethren, your deceafed paftor hath
been a great blefling to you and to your children.
Many will remember the broken ftate in which he
found you, and how God blefled him as the inftrument
of reconciling you in the fpirit of love, and buildin
this church in the order of the gofpel. Truly he hat
been a father to this people. His miniftry hath *been
. greatly blefled, and you will not fully eftimate your
lofs until taught by future experience. Be thankful to
God that he hath fo long continued a fhining light in
this candleftick ; and be humble that it is now extin-
guithed. ~ Remember, and continue to believe the doc-
trines he taught vou : the finful ftate of human
nature ; that falvation is only thro’ the merits of Chrift
and by the fovereign mercy of God; the neceflity o

D G

* Rev. Azel Backus of Bethlehem,
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the new birth ; the office of the Holy Spirit in convin.
cing finners and fan&ifying the children of God ; the
pature of Chriftian holinefs, and the neceffity of good
works. Remember how he taught you to diftinguith
between Chriftian love and that fanatical zeal, which
is not according to knowledge, and follow him where-
in he followed Chrift. : -

My Brethren, We befeech you, that ye walk worthy
of the vocations wherewith ye are called, with all low-
linefs and meeknefs, with long-fuffering, forbearing
ore another in love ; endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. And be much in pray.
er, that the Lord would give you another paftor after
his own heart, and build you up in faith unto eteraal
life.——May we all, both minifters and people, re-
member that the time is fhort, and that we muft foon
give an account and be rewarded according to the
things done in the body.~—~May the grace of God ‘be
on all this affembly.—~AMEN.
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