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A

FUNERAL SERMON .

PSALM XXIII. 4.

TEA , THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE

SHADOW OF DEATH , I WILL FEAR NO EVIL : FOR

THOU ART WITH ME ; THE ROD AND THE STAFF

THEY COMFORT ME.

THE death of the body, when juſtly viewed, is an

evil which human nature will always dread, unleſs

raiſed above its terrors by the grace and promiſes of

the goſpel. In their thoughtleſs hours, men may ap

pear indifferent to it ; and under the deluſion of

unbelief and while the change is thought to be at a

diſtance, they may imagine it will notbe aterrifying

thing to die ; but it cannot appear thus to thoſe, who

think conſiderately what death is , and what its conſe

quences may probably be. Hence we find by experi

ence, that the known approach of death makes men

ferious and anxious ; and they are calm or fearful

according to their expectations for futurity.

There are ſome inſtances, in which they appear to

be judicially given up to a ſtupid ſtate, which com

monly happens in ſuch as have fallen into deep impi

ety againſt the cleareſt light and the beſt means ; but
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theſe are not common. The uſual event is, that ſuch

as have been ſo thoughtleſs and diſſipated as not to re

flect atall, are alarmed, and in a panic leave the world ;

ſuch as have reſorted to infidelity to quiet their fears

are confounded, and die under a dreadful uncertainty ;

while it is the Chriſtian alone, can ſay , “ O death

where is thy ſting ? O grave where is thy victory ?

Though I walk thro' the valley of the ſhadow of death

I willfear no evil, for thou , my Redeemer, art with

me."

Altho' men ſuppoſe themſelves out of iminediate

danger, they are for a moment made folemn by death

coming near them , and their ears are opened to hear

ſerious truth. This is becauſe all know they muſt

die, and the queftions of their own preparation and

the conſequences of dying, are excited. For this rea

fon we are told, “ it is better to go to the houſe of

mourning, than to go to the houſe of feaſting ; for

that is theend of all men , and the living will lay it to
his heart.”

The truth of what I remark is ſeen in the faces of

this aſſembly. The remains of a beloved and a vene

rable friend, altho' we have no reaſon to be anxious

concerning the ſtate into which he hath paſſed, remind

us that we muſt die, and naturally ſuggeſt the queſ

tion, whether we are prepared ? It is wiſe to indulge

the inquiry, for we ſhall very ſoon be called to make

the trial , and it would be happy if hisdeath might be

the means of quickening us all, and eſpecially this

people to whom he hathſo long and faithfully miniſ

tered in the word of God.

In the holy ſcriptures, the ſhortneſs of life and our

daily expoſedneſs co death are often urged , as reaſons

for being watchful, prayerful and diligent in the duties

of faith and a holy life. In the providence of God,

the ſhadow of death is made without order, and the

time of our departure is hidden from us, for the ſame

reaſons. It is thus appointed, that we might everyday

think of death, and do ſomething to prepare. Men

have tried every way to fecure themſelves, but death
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ſtill reigns ; alſo they have tried everymeans to fortify

themſelves againſt its fears, but in all of them have

failed, unleſs their hopes were founded on the ſove

reign and ſanctifying grace of God in a Redeemer.

Chriſtians arethe only perſons, who can look calm

ly on thoſe natural evils which take place under the

divine government. They only can bear the troubles

of life and the world with a true fortitude ; they only

can die in hope, and commit their ſouls to God,in the

aſſurance of faith that they ſhall be accepted.

It is poſſible, in fomeinſtances, that finnersmay

ruſh on death, in a rage againſt the providence of God,

or through the black forebodings of their own guilty

conſciences, ia deſpair of ever being in a better ſtate .

This is the phrenzy of fin, and it ought to give us a

dreadful idea of human depravity and of the finful

heart when it is unreſtrained . But it is the Chriſtian

• alone, who can die rationally and fubmiſſively, and

with joyfulhope commit himſelf into the hands of a

holy and faithful Creator.

The whole of the Pfalm , from which my text is ta

ken , deſcribes that Chriſtian confidence in the gracious

care of God, which ſupports his people underpreſent

troubles, and affiſts them to ſleep quietly in Jeſus, in

hope of a reſurrection toimmortal life. The language

ofthe Pſalm indicates a ſweet ſerenity of ſoul, and a

ſenſe of the conſtant ſafety and fulnels there is in God

for his people. Altho' it is in the ſtyle of paſtoral

compoſition, it is deſigned to communicate ſentiments

purely fpiritual. Altho' it ſeems to be wholly expref

five of joy, it is not a joy in the world ; butin God,

in his government, and in the whole ſcheme of his

counſel and grace, according to which he is governing

the world and appointing to every one of his children

their ſtate, by means, which often in a worldly ſenſe

are troublous, as well as by others which are profperous.

The writer knew that the world is filled with

troubles ; he doubtleſs felt them himſelf, and knew

that the ſaints muſt always feel trouble from their

own hearts ; from their enemies, and thoſe who hate
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the cauſe of God ; from the frail nature of things

here , and from the ſpecialprovidences of their Heav

enly Father, who moved by his covenant faithfulneſs

chaſtiſeth thoſe whom he loveth, and ſcourgeth ev

ery fon whom he receiveth.” Still , in the triumph of

a Chriſtian hope, he began the Pfalm , “ The Lord is
my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want. He maketh me to lie

down in green paſtures : he leadeth me beſide the ſtill

waters. He reſtoreth my ſoul : he leadeth me in the

paths of righteouſnels for his name's fake.” Altho'

I am in a world of trouble, the Lord is my preſerver.

As a ſhepherd taketh care of the weakeſt inhis flock ,

ſo the Lord will bear me in the arms of his providence,

and cauſe all things to work together for my ſpiritual

and eternal good. Altho' I am in a world of ſin , where

the paſſions of men produce conſtant commotion and

warfare, thro' which the wicked puniſh themſelves and

devour one another ; the Lord, by his Spirit, will quiet
my ſoul as by the ſide of ſtill waters. I ſhall be ſafe in

the midſt of a troubled world ; I ſhall be ſatisfied by

ſweet and ſilent communion with God, and fed by the

influences of his Spirit. Altho' my unworthineſs is

great, ſtill I can truſt the covenant of his grace, that
for his own name's fake and to diſplay the treaſures of

his love, he will reſtore my ſoul from all iniquity, and

lead me in the paths of everlaſting righteouſneſs.
Theſe are truths, which enable Chriſtians to bear

with fortitude the evils of the world , and quicken

them in the diſcharge of their duty. While, on one

ſide, they ſee the univerſal ſin of man, pain and the

diſappointment of human deſires, the wrath of man

with all its bitter fruits and the juſt deſert of eternal

death ; on the other, they behold by faith an infinite

God on the throne ; almighty power to execute the

counſels of infinite wiſdom ; a holy providence direct

ing every event through eternity paſt and to come ;

unchanging rectitude in the divinenature and provi

dence ; and treaſures of love and wiſdom which can

never be exhauſted . While they fee a law , which is

holy and juſt and places all finners under a ſentence of
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death ; they alſo behold a goſpel of grace, thro' which

the Lord becomes gloriouſly juſt and ſtill the juſtifier

of the ungodly who believe in Chriſt. They only need

a holy heart to make them rejoice in the ſcheme of

divine wiſdom and grace.

The ſaints of God, committing themſelves to his

care by faith , and by faith receiving an all-fufficient

Saviour, feel ſuch a union to his kingdom in all its in

tereſts, and ſuch an aſſurance of divine power and

grace ordering the whole in the beſt manner, that they

can rejoice ina preſent communion with the Lord, and

in hope of glory to come. This ſenſe of ſafety and of

holy enjoyment, is what the Pſalmiſt meant by being

made to lie down in green paſtures and being led by

the ſide of ſtill waters. Theſe are indeed the waters of

life to comfort thirſty ſouls, which proceed forth from

the throne of God and the Lamb, of which ſome little

rills flow by the tabernacle of every Chriſtian here on

earth . While the world is tumultuous, they behold

ſafety in God and his gracious providence ; while the

paffions of men are painfully agitated, they are at peace
in the Lord.

This view of God, which is given by faith in his

being and government, and in thepurpoſes of his grace

thro' Jeſus Chriſt, quickens his children in duty, ſup

ports them under earthly troubles, enables them to

make the beſt uſe of trials for the divine glory and their

own fanctification, and makes all their hours times of

joy, becauſe the Lord reigns. This is a joy which may

be felt in the midſt of tears, and is known only to the

faithful ; for the ſecret comforts of the Lord are with

thoſe who fear him . They have a ſupport under afflic

tions, a ſecurity in times of public deſtruction, and dan

ger to the church, a quickening in duty, and a joy of

hope from the promiſes of God , which can be attained

only by Chriſtian love and faith.

Among other bleffed effects of a gracious confi

dence in God, it is not a ſmall one, that thereby the

fear of death is removed. " Yea, tho' I walk thro'

the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil :
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for thou art with me. " If a Chriſtian's faith furniſhes

the beſt enjoyments to the mind, in every fituation of

life ; if it be the only effectual ſupport under unavoid

able afflictions ; if it gives fortitude and joy in death ,

the change which naturally fills man with terror ; it is

certainly better thanall which theworld can beſtow on

thoſe who neglect religion : but when we look ftill fur

ther, even beyond thegrave andinto eternity, and find,

that Chriſtian faith and piety ſhall receive an incorrupt

ible crown and a weight of glory, their value muſt be

acknowledged ineſtimable.

That our reflections may be pertinent to the affect

ing occaſion , on which we are convened, let us inquire,

how the fear of death is removed from the people of

God ; and what are the nature and grounds of their
comfort in that folemn hour.

And here, I previouſly obſerve, that death , conſid

ered merely as the decay and diffolution of the body,

muſt be as painful to the people of God as to others.

Infinite wiſdom hath not ſeen fit to remove this part of

the curſe from any of the children of men ; not even

from the redeemed. In the death of the body, Chriſ

tians muſt follow their Saviour, and it is often a painful

ſcene ; but the greater the pain , if it be bornewith pa

tience and ſubmiſſion, the higher evidence it becomes

of the efficacy of religion and its comforts. The infi

nite wiſdom of God ſees fit, that thro ' theſe pains the

faith and the patience of his children ſhould be matu

rėd, and evidence be thus given , to thoſe who ſurvive,

of their unſhaken truſt in God ; and alſo of the power

of his grace to uphold them in a diſtreſſing ſcene.

Further, it muſt, in itſelf, be a painful thing to the

people of God, to have the ſweet and dear connexions

of life broken. Friendſhip and the natural affections

are not neceſſarily and in their nature ſinful, but only

. fo from exceſs, and when they make us unſubmiſſive

to the providence of God. But tho’ this is a grief,

which the pious muſt expect to feel; in the grace of

God there is a fufficient ſupport, and it ſhows the

power of religion, as well as the comfort there is be
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holding and ſerving God, that it can make them

cheerfully bid adieu to all that is dear in the world.

Theſe evils, which are neceſſary to dying Chriſtians as

well as to others, if met with ſubmiſſionand a truſt in

God, will not make them'unhappy ; which ſhews that

his grace is very efficacious.

But the inquiry returns, what are the nature and

grounds of that comfort, which can render the people

of God patient under the pains of death, and enable

them to ſay, it is far better to depart, than to remain
here ?

1. I anſwer generally, the fear of death is removed,

and they are comforted, becauſe God is with them.

Though I walk thro' the valley of the ſhadow of

death, I will fearno evil: for thou art with me." The

general nature of the covenant of grace and all the

promiſes warrant Chriſtians, if they truſt in their Re

deemer, to expect that divine grace will be granted

them according to their day and ſituation . He who

loved them unto the end , and who knows by his own

experience what it is to die, will give them ſuch ſupport

as they need. Certainly the children of God, who

experience in their lives ſo much of his care and grace,

and who have ſo many glorious promiſes, need not fear

that he will forſake them in death. " Precious in the

ſight of the Lord is the death of his faints. ” To the

church, of which every true Chriſtian is a member,

the Lord faith , “ When thou paſſeth thro ' thewaters,

I will be with thee ; and thro' the rivers, they ſhall not

overflow thee : When thou walkeſt thro' the fire , thou

ſhalt not be burned ; neither ſhall the flame kindle

upon thee.” — “ I will ranſom them from the power of

the
grave ; I will redeem them from death : O death ,

I will be thy plagues ; O grave, I will be thy deſtruc
tion : Repentance ſhall behid from mine eyes. The

Lord , to whom their death is precious, can make them

ſenſible of his preſence, by ſhowing them his glory and

his mediatorial all-fufficiency ;-by ſtrengthening their

love into a flame of deſire, that they may come nearer

to him , even into his preſence ;--by increaſing their
B
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faith ſo as to depend on his promiſes, and caſt them
felves wholly into his protecting arms. To be ſenſible

that ani Almighty Redeemer is preſent, will give

ſtrengthfor allthings, even to adyingworm of the
duſt. And altho' the Chriſtian feels, that in himſelf

he is a guilty ſinner, and deſerves to be left in miſery ;

ſtill thro’ the light of God's reconciled countenance,

he believes, feels and knows that ſuch ſinners may truſt

in fovereign grace.

Whent infinite wiſdom , power and grace ſhine on

the mind, all created things become little ;-all dan

gers vaniſh , in compariſon with infinite love ;-and

all changes, even that of death, are loſt in the light of

divine glory. Thus efficacious is a view of the divine

preſence to ſtrengthen the frail creature and ſtrip death
of its terrors.

2dly. The fear of death is removed from the people

of God, by ſeeing that the perfect righteouſneſs of

Chriſt is ſufficient for their juſtification .

“ The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin

is the law .” To the unbelieving death is a fearful

change, not merely as a fcene of pain, but thro' con

fcious guilt, which makes them dread the divine preſ

ence. They are afraid of a holy judge ; they have no

righteouſneſs, but much ſin and guilt in their whole

nature and lives, and therefore fear the ſentence of

retribution. They have no Saviour and interceſſor,

whoſe righteouſneſs they can plead, when called to their

great account. But the Chriſtian ſees that the right

eouſneſs of Chriſt is full and ſufficient for the chief of

finners, and he places his humble reliance on thisalone.

- When he feels the fan &tifying power of God, ena

bling him to delight in the character and offices of

Chrift as mediator; and when he commits himſelf to

this grace, he can rely on the promiſe of acceptance,

and hope in fovereign mercy. A ſenſe of hisown un

worthineſs is no bar in the way of his rejoicing in hope ;

for where fin hath abounded grace much more abounds

to the praiſe of redeeming wiſdom and goodneſs, to

wards all who are obedient in Chriſt Jeſus.
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3dly. The people of God are ſupported in death,

thro ' the promiſeand expectation , that by this change

they ſhall be delivered from fin .

In this world fanctification is but in part, and thoſe,

who have made the beſt proficiency in the Chriſtian

temper, do ſtill feel great remains of a corrupt nature .

When they would do good , evil is often preſent with

them ; and they find alaw in their members warring

againſt the law of their mindsand bringing them into

captivity to the law of fin. When temptations attack

them , there is a remaining principle of fin , the unſanc

tified remains of a heart originally evil, which will con

fent to tranſgreſs, unleſs prevented by the grace of

God, thro' their own prayerand watchfulneſs. Expe

rience ſhows that all have fome fins which eaſily beſet

them. This cauſed the Apoſtle to lament, “ O wretch

edman that I am ! who ſhall deliver me from the body

of this death ? ” And he could find no hope of a

conqueſt, but by the power of God thro ' Jeſus Chriſt

our Lord. Neither could this conqueſt be expected

until death, which made the ſame Apoſtle ſay, “ For

we know that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle

were diffolved , we have a building of God, an houſe

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in

this we groan, earneſtly deſiring to be cloathed upon

with our houſe which is from heaven . Now he that

hath wrought us for the ſelf ſamething is God, who

hath given unto us the earneſt of the Spirit.'

All the people of God experience feelings and de

fires of a fimilar nature. The remainder offin is their

burden ; they need the moſt painful watchfulneſs to

reſiſt temptation and to keep their own hearts ; and

they find great imperfection in their beſt performed

duties, and cleareſtexerciſes of faith and love. They

long to be cloathed upon with the houſe from above,

andto find a heavenly purity in their whole temper,

and a heavenly freedom in their praiſe. The deliver

ance from fin which is expected, is one principal thing

which makes heaven appear ſo deſirable to the ſaints

on earth ; and a proſpect of this, thro' the promiſe of
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God, ſweetens even their dying bed . They can bear

much pain of body, as a means of being delivered

from the burden , which hath lain heavieſt on their

hearts ; they can calmly take a laſt view of the whole

ſcene here below, if they may thereby bid farewel to

fin ; knowing that they are in the hands of a merciful

God, who keepeth all his covenant, they can boldly

enter a new and untried ſtate, if they may therein find

a holy perfection ; and thus they ſay, Odeath where

is thy ſting ! O grave where is thy victory !

4thly. The fear of death is removed, and Chriſtians

are comfortedin it , by the near proſpect of more clearly

beholding and enjoying the glory of God.

A fight of God's glory is thebleſſedneſs of his ſaints.

This is the joy of heaven, and it is the deſire of all his

faints on earth. When they can fee moſt of God in

his works, whether of nature, providence or grace,

they are the moſt emptied and humble in themſelves;

but moſt triumphant and joyful in him . New views

of divine glory, and an inward ſtrength of love are ac

companying operations of the mind,and both may be

conſidered as ſources of blefledneſs. We have reaſon

to ſuppofe that the degree of love to God and his king

dom , in the heavenlylife, cannot be conceived by us

in this preſent ſtate ; alſo, that the diſplays of his glory

are ſuch as men on earth could not behold and live.

But a fimilar deſire of ſeeing the glory of God is felt

by his people here. This is the comfort of Chrif

tians; makes them patient in worldly tribulation ; and

ſtrengthens them in all their duties. It was the requeſt

of Moſes to the Lord , “ I beſeech thee, fhów me thy

glory;" and the diſciples ſaid to Chriſt, « Show us

the Father and it ſufficeth us." Heaven is deſcribed

to be a ſtate and a life of viſion , to which the brighteſt

views of the perfection and glory of God, which Chriſ

tians have by faith on earth, are as comparative dark

neſs." When that which is perfect is come, then that

which is in part ſhall be done away. For now we ſee

thro' a glaſs darkly ; but then face to face : now I

know in part ; but then . I shall know even as I am

.
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known.” _ " And the city had no need of the ſun,

neither of the moon to ſhine in it : for the glory of

God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light there

of.” In that eternal life every objectand every event,

will be a medium for reflecting this light ofthe glory

of the Lord on the minds of his people. - An ardent

defire of beholding this glory takesawayfear, and com

forts the Chriſtian in the near proſpect ofhis departure.

While the body is ſinking down to the duft, a love of

God and the Redeemer ſerves as wings by which the

foul riſes that it may join the generalaffembly of the

{ pirits of juſt men made perfect.

And now , my brethren , having ſeen what the fup

ports and comforts of religion are, ſhall we wonder that

death, which is the natural terror of men , hath to dy

ing Chriſtians loſt its fearfulneſs ? When we conſider

the reaſon , and that it is becauſe God is with them ,

ſhall we think it ſtrange that they fay, “ Yea, tho' I

paſs thro' the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear

no evil ? Divine ſtrength and the light of God's coun

tenance will render death eaſy as any other ſcene thro '

which men 'muſt paſs.

But let us remember, thatbeing deſtitute of religion,

it will be a fearful thing to die. Impiety and unbelief

may boaſt of their folly, they maygothro' life in mad

neſs ; but they cannot boaſt in death. In death they

muſt tremble and fink to deſpair.

Ye thoughtleſs people, for doubtleſs in ſuch an aſ

fembly there muſt be ſome of this character, who are

making yourſelves eaſy in a life of impenitence and in

purſuing the cares and pleaſures of the world ; after

having heard what it is whichgives Chriftians their

triumph , how can you be quiet in your ſtate ? Death

is a warfare from which there is no diſcharge, and in

its fhadow there is no order. Who will next be taken

muſt always tomen be a thing unknown, until revealed

by the event.

Infinite grace offers ſalvation to all , but it ſecures

a happy end only to thepenitent and believing, and to
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ſuch as deſire to live godly lives in Chriſt Jefus. Even

infinite grace and love will not ſave an impenitent ſin

ner . And is it not the higheſt folly inthe wicked to

think themſelves fafe, becauſe grace is offered on terms

which they are reſolved to refuſe ? or to imagine they

ſhall find ſupport in death , becauſe there is atriumph

to Chriſtians, whoſe character, temper and lives are fo

different from their own ? All that hath been ſaid to

flew the grounds and nature of the Chriſtian's comfort

in death proves, that thoſe who have not an intereſt in

Chriſt will be comfortleſs. If out of Chriſt, they have

no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the ſupporting rod and ſtaff

of God will be preſent with them . If they have not

believed in Chriſt with the heart, they cannot be made

ſafe by the fufficiency of his righteouſnefs. Being

unholy, it will be no ſupport to them to think of per

fection and conformity to God ; or to meditate on

heaven as a place of infinite purity. With their dif

poſition they cannot ſee the beauty of the Lord's holi

neſs.; and the very fight of his preſence, inſtead of

comforting will afflict them ; fo that all the reaſons

which ſweetly draw the Chriſtian forward to his eternal

reſt will make the finner afraid to die. Our ſubject

ſhews the importance of immediate preparation, and

that this conſiſts innothing ſhort of repentancetowards

God, and ſuch faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt as iſſues

in a holy life.

Howwonderful is that grace of God we have been

conſidering, which can clothe weak and finful minds

with ſtrength, calmly to leave all things here below,

and enter eternity with humble and ardent deſire to

come into the preſence of God ! It muſt be all-ſuffi

cient grace, which can produce ſuch effects, perfecting

ſtrength out of weakneſs, and raiſing heavenly deſires

in minds which are naturally alienated from God and

all that is holy.

My Chriſtian Brethren , While this ſubject teaches

us that our only ſtrength is in the preſence and grace

of Chriſt ; while it fets before us the only temper with

which wecan die in peace , it ought alſo to humble us ,
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Are not many ofus, who have a hope of being the

Redeemer's friends, frequently in bondage thro' fear

of death ? Whence can this come ? Only from our

felves and from the weakneſs of our faith and love.

We are not ſtraitened indivine mercy , nor in the pro

viſion the goſpel makes to aſſiſt us in all the conditions

thro ’ which we muſt paſs, norina knowledge of the

means to be uſed to obtain this affiſtance, nor in the ſuf

ficiencyof our divine Lord ; butin ourſelves. By the

weakneſs ofour graces we are ſtraitened and often made

to fear, altho ', if fincere as we profeſs, an incorruptible

inheritance is held out before us, as the end of our

travel. If we had a greater deſire to be holy, we ſhould

have leſs fear of thatchangewhich introducesthe peo

ple of God to endleſs perfection. If we had leſs love

ofthe creatures, we ſhould find little to attach us to this

periſhing world. If we had more love of God and

Chriſt, it would excite a deſire to come near him, even

to his feat ; that we might be with our Saviour, and

behold the glory whichthe Father hath given him. If

our faith was increaſed, committing our ſouls to the di

vine care, we could quietly fleep in Jeſus. But if our

graces remain weak we muſt expect all our life time to

be in bondage thro' fear of death. Thoſe fears of

death, whichChriſtians ſometimes feel, ſhould excite

their watchfulneſs and prayer ; watchfulneſs againſt

the world, left it entice their hearts ; and prayer for

grace, that theymay grow in the divine nature, and be

delivered fromthat flaviſh apprehenſion , which not on

ly makes them unhappy, butdiſhonors Chriſt and their

own religious profeſſion.

My brethren , the time is ſhort. The providence of

God, which frequently ſpeaks, is now giving us a fol

emn and affecting call. There lie the remains of a

dear, departed friend, whom we muſt foon follow .

Doubtleſs we feel the ſtroke of providence, and let us

endeavor ſo to feel, that wemay improve it wiſely.

Juſtice to the cauſe of religion and to the power of

divine grace, require that I ſhould ſay ſomething to you

of the character, life and death of our deceaſed brother.
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Doctor BACKUS was born of reputable and Chrif.

tian parents in that part
ofNorwichnow called Frank

lin , on Nov. 5th, 1749. By the wiſe and righteous

providence of God,he was left an orphan in his child

hood, when his education fell under the direction of

pious relations. Diſcovering anearly love of ſcience,
altho' his patrimony was not fully competent for the

purpoſe, his friendsdetermined to aſſiſt him in obtain.

inga liberal education . He was graduated at Yale

College in the year 1769, and in theyear 1801 Wil

liamsCollege conferred on him the degree of Doctor

of Divinity. His theological educationwas under the

Rev. Doctor Hart of Preſton , and he became a licen

tiate for preaching the goſpel in June 1773. On the

ſecond Sabbath after he commenced a preacher of

the goſpel he miniſtered to this people. He received

the paſtoral charge of this church, by ordination, on

the roth of Auguſt 1774. He was twice elected Pro .

feſſor of Divinity ; firſt, in the college at Dartmouth ,

and afterwards at Yale College, bothwhich elections

he declined accepting. The firſt attack of that diſeaſe ,

which diſabled him for public labor and hath terminat:

ed in his death , was on Auguſt 31ſt, 1801. He dea

parted this life on December 30th, 1803 , after a faith

ful miniſtry of more than 29 years.

In college he made a diſtinguiſhing proficiency in

natural ſcience, and his life was moral and amiable.

His underſtanding, which was naturally clear and dif

tinguiſhing, and his judgment, which was correct, were

improved by a general acquaintance with literary lub

jects and the beſt authors.

In the laſt part of his collegiate life, his mind was

impreſſed with a ſerious and deep conviction of the fin

ofhis nature. Theſe impreſſions, after a variety of ex

erciſes, terminated in a comfortable Chriſtian hope. In

his private writings, he ſpeaks of a ſeaſon in May 1770,

in which the natural obſtinacy of his heart was hum

bled, and hewaswonderfully enlightened ina knowledge

of the glory of God and of a precious Redeemer ; and

from this time he maintained a Chriſtian hope.
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As a Chriſtian he was exemplary and humble. As

a miniſter he was faithful and indefatigablein his pal

toral ſervices, being filled with a love of the fouls of his

people. Under his miniſtry, which we hope God hath

bleſſed for the ſalvation of many, there have been four

ſeaſons of the ſpecial revival of religion. He was evan

gelical in all his inſtructions and his preaching was

drawn from the oracles of truth , not according to the

wiſdom of man , but in demonſtration of the Spirit and

in power. This people can witneſs, how plainly he

rebuked fin ; how clearly he taught the doctrines of

faith in Chriſt and a holy life, and enforced them by his

own example:

As a theologian he was eminent. His retired fitu

ation , which was favorable to ſerious ſtudies, and his

eminence as an inſtructor drew around him many who

were deſigned for the Chriſtian miniſtry. Nearly fifty

have been members of his theological ſchool, the greater

part of whom are now paitors in the churches . The

Lord, in whoſe ſervice his life hath been ſpent, gra

ciouſly remembered him to the end. In his laſt illneſs,

whichwas long, hehad much of the divine preſence,

until he departed and as we confidently believe flept in

Jeſus.The laſt words which he was heard to whil

per, were Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth

peace, good will towards men .”

We,who are paſtors in the churches, are ſenſible that

a light is extinguiſhed in our Zion ; but we reſt in aſſured .

hope, that he who hath removed ourbrother, will raiſe

up others to fill his place. The reſidue of the Spirit
is with the Lord and the cauſe is his own ; may he

prepare many to miniſter before him , in this day, when

the harveſt is plenteous, but the laborers few .

We mourn with this people ; and with the afflicted

widow. You, madam, are called into freſh affliction ,

under which we pray you may have much of the di

vine preſence. The loſs of an only child * in the be

* Mr. Jabez Backus, who died March 16th, 1794, in the 17th

year of his age, and while a member of Yale College.

с
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ginning of his academic courſe, who promiſed fair for

uſefulneſs, was a fingular trial ; but he who gave had

a right to take away, and we truſt you have felt Chrif

tian peace in fubmiffion to his holy providence. Altho'

by this new bereavement you are placed alone, without

companion or child , the Lord can abundantly ſupply

the place of theſe earthly comforts. We beſeechyou

to remember that our Heavenly Father is wife and good ;

that it is often beſt forus to be afflicted , and that we

have a promiſe, if his hand be ſeen and adored, that

preſent afflictions ſhall work out for us the peaceable

fruits of righteouſneſs. The only comfort, which

mourners inyour ſituation can have, muſt be from re

ligion ; therefore, caſt your burdens on the Lord .

Live near to God and abide in Chriſt, and he who is

the widow's God will preſerve you in affliction , and

enable you by his preſence to paſs thro' the valley of

the ſhadow of death without fear.

Wecommend all the bereaved friends to the grace

of God, and eſpecially one preſent with us,* who is in

the Chriſtian miniſtry, to whom the deceaſed was as

father. May the ſpirit of Elijah reſt on Eliſha.

There is a wide breach made in this church and con

gregation. My brethren, your deceaſed paſtor hath

been a great bleſſing to you and to your children.

Many will remember the broken ftate in which he

found you, and how God bleſſed him as the inſtrument

of reconciling you in the ſpirit of love, and building

this church in the order of the gofpel. Truly he hath

been a father to this people. His miniſtry hath been

greatly bleſſed, and you will not fully eſtimate your

loſs until taught by future experience. Be thankful to

God that he hath ſo long continued a ſhining light in

this candleſtick ; and be humble that it is now extin

guiſhed. Remember, and continue to believe the doc

trines he taught you : the ſinful ſtate of human

nature ; that ſalvation is only thro ' the merits of Chriſt,

and by the ſovereign mercy of God ; the neceſſity of

* Rev. Azel Backus of Bethlehem .
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the new birth ; the office of the Holy Spirit in convin

cing finners and fanctifying the children ofGod ; the

nature of Chriſtian holineſs, and the neceſſity of good

works. Remember how he taught you to diſtinguiſh

between Chriſtian love and that fanatical zeal , which

is not according to knowledge, and follow himwhere

in he followed Chriſt.

My Brethren , We beſeech you , that ye walk worthy

of the vocations wherewith ye are called, with all low

lineſs and meekneſs, with long -ſuffering, forbearing

one another in love ; endeavoring to keep the unity of

the Spirit in the bond of peace. And be much in pray

er, that the Lord would give you another paſtor after

his own heart, and build you up in faith unto eternal

Jife . -May we all, both miniſters and people, re

member that the time is ſhort, and that we muſt foon

give an account and be rewarded according to the

things done in the body.- May the grace ofGod be

on all this aſſembly._AMEN .
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