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A FUNERAL SERMON.

GENESIS XV. 15.

And thou shalt go to thy Fatbers in peace ; thou
shalt be buried in a good old age.

THESB words were a promife to Abraham, the
anceftor of the Jewith echurch, who in the fcriptures
is called the friend of God and the fpiritual father
of the faithful. Much is faid of this eminent patri-
arch, and many promifes were made to him, as
father of the Hebrew nation and progenitor of our
divine Lord, the faviour of mankind, The dealings
of God with this ancient faint, and the favour he
received from him, are known to all who read the
holy fcriptures. In the chapter from which our
text is taken, there is an account of a folemn cove-

‘nant, which God was pleafed to make with his fer. .

vant Abraham, infuring many temporal bleflings to
his pofterity, and in them as a type, many fpiritual
bleflings to his church unto the end of the world.
‘To Abraham perfonally he promifed, ¢ Fear not
Abraham, I am thy fhield and exceeding great re-
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ward : Thou fhalt go to thy Fathers in peace, thou
fhalt be buried in a good old age.”

The occafion leads me to confider the promife
made to Abraham; and in a more particular manner,
that part of it which related to his death. ¢ Thou
fhalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou fhalt be buried
in a good old age.””—The bleflings promifed him
in this paffage are that he fhould live to a great age,
and then die in peace; two greater bleffings, efpe-
cially when we confider them conneéted with many
others, cannot be mentioned ; no other benefits are
more generally defired by mankind.

I. Firft he had a promife that he fhould live to

4 good old age.

Whether old age, confidered by itfelf and uncon-

nected with other confiderations, is to be efteemed
a diftinguifhed blefling, I am fenfible maybe doubted.
. It muft have its peculiar pains and troubles; they
are very many, and fuch as the young cannot pof-
fibly conceive ; ftill, it is generally confidered as a
blefling, and there are two melt important reafons
why it thould be thus efteemed.

The firft is, it gives a longer opportunity for doing
good, which is one of the important reafons for our
prelent exiftence. The aged have had many talents
committed to their charge; they have had a long
feafon to labour in the Lord’s vineyard ; and many
opportunitics to minifter to-the earthly neceffities
and fpiritual wants of their fellow creatures. If they
have been faithful in duty, they have warned many
finners, inftru&ted and comforted many Chriftians,
relieved many neceffities, poured the oil of gladnefs
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into many difconfolate hearts, and done much to
build up the kingdom of Jefus. What more vene-
rable fight do we ever fee, than an aged Chriftian,
whofe faith and good works have been an example
and a blefling to others around him; who hath
cautioned, warned, inftructed and educated many
to ferve the Lord and keep his commandments ;
* who hath refifted the obduracy of the age in which
ke lived, and been a pattern to the people of God.
The influence of fuch an one ip fociety is great ; it
‘hath a&ed not only on the young, but on his cotem-
poraries in life ; the guilty have trembled before him,
the fages have been inftruéted, and he hath had the
power of dire&ting the fentiments of many near him,
and perhaps of the age in which he lived. To be
fpared to old age for this purpofe; to be an Abra-
ham in the earth, is indeed a blefling from the Lord.
It is principally in this view of the fubject, that fuch
a promife, as the text contains, can be confidered a
diftinguithed favour; for we mult believe in the di-
vine affurance, that the finner, an hundred years old
is accurfed. If there be aged perfons attending on
this occafion, who are yet in their fins; let them
remember that they are the moft miferable of men ;
that years will not exculpate their tranfgreffions ;
and that their long continued fin againft the grace
of God, will accumulate upon them a double weizht
* of forrow. By the prefent {cene, let all fuch be
warned to fpend the remnant of their days in review-
ing a mifpent life, and turning to the Loxd, by fuch
faith and repentance, as are produ&ive of good
works, |
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A seconD reafon why old age is commonly con.
fidered as a perfonal blefling, is that it gives the
longeft opportunity to prepare for entering on the
rewards of another world.

Preparation for another world, will appear to
every confiderate perfon, of the greateft importance.
The chief thing, for which this life was given to us,
is to prepare for another. This is not our home;
nor can we here lay up durable happines. The
work of preparation is great; great confidered as
an a&t of fanétifying and pardoning grace in God ;
and great as containing all the diligence, watchful-
nefs, {triving, faith and obedience, which we our-

felves can exercife. Itappears to us, as though the
longeft feafon of preparation is moft defirable;
therefore, men naturally with for it. It muft be .
allowed by all a happy circumftance, to have an
opportunity, deliberately to confider, to examine
and review ourfelves : to fearch into the ground of
our expeCtations and compare them with the un.
changeable rules of trial in the word of Ged, and
to make proof of our own principles and ftedfaft-
nefs, by thofe opportunities which muft neceffarily
arife from the events of a long life. Such are the
apprehenfions of mankind, from which they always
efteem the continuance of life ta be a blefling ; and
fuch appears to be the reprefentation of God’s
word, or it would not have been promifed to Abra-
ham that he fhould go down to the grave in a good
old age. Altho’ the Chriftian, for this reafon, may
with to be continued in life ; yet, if he were certain
of his intereft in Chrift, and did not think that his
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continuance in the world was neceffary for the beft
intereft of the church of God, he weuld fay like
Paul, < It is better to depart and be with Chrift.”
There, are myhome, my houfe not made with hands,
my city whofe builder and maker is God, my breth-
ren and companions in the faith and patience of the
gofpel, and my eternal deliverance through the free
grace of God, from the appetites, paffions, and fin
‘with which I am now burdened. There, are the
God whom I love and adore, the Saviour in whofe -
merits alone I hope, and the Spirit of holinefs, -
with whofe influence I defire to be eternally filled.
There, are thofe anthems of praife, offered around
the throne of God and the Lamb, in whxch I defire
to join forever.

But let not any, from this reprefentauon. ima-
gine that old age will prepare them for death. Let
not any, when they behold the remains of an aged
famt, thmk from this, that if they might live to the
fame age, ‘they alfo thould be pious. Though aged
pxety be honourable, beyond all other thmgs on
earth; yet piety doth not depend on age. My
Hearers, many years will have no efficient power
to make you pious. Time will give you a further
fpace for repentance: If rightly ufed it will be a
blefling ; if mifufed it will add to your guilt. Let
me alfo, remind you that every year, every day is
adding to the difficulty of repentance and reforma-
_ tion. Delay not, therefore, a life of fincere relxglon,
imagining that old age, if you fhould through the
fovereign deterinination of God urrive to it, will
- aflit you in the duties of religion. So far from this,

P R
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be affured that every moment you fpend in fin is
adding to the difficulty of repentance, and every
new infirmity of age will make it more painful, la-
borioufly to ftrive that you may enter into the king-
dom of heaven.

1I. Abraham had a promife, in the text, that he

thould be gathered to his fathers in peace.

This is a fummary, a comprehenfive promife of
all bleflings, which can be granted by Soverexgn
and Almighty grace to a dying Saint. ‘

* The phrafe of being gathered to their fathers,
which we find fo often in the hiftory of the patri-
archal age, was generally ufed in the cafe of thofe
faints, who were eminent for piety. Without en-

tering into the inquiry, whether or not this was

always the cafe, all muft agree it was a very refpect-

ful reprefentation of their death; and where we

find fuch an addition as the text contains, ‘¢ gath-

ered in peace,” we muft allow it to be a very plain

intimation that they were removed to the happinefs

and glory of the world to come. ——Therefore, to be

gathered to our fathers in peace implies the richeft

bleflings, falvation from fin, and everlafting life.

1. It implies reconciliation with God through the
blood of the covenant,’and in tonfequence of thls,
the forgivenefs of all fin. o

‘This covenant was made and renewed with Abra-
ham, at divers times, one of \vhxch was the very
folemn occafion on which the words of the text
were fpoken He believed the truth of God in this
covenant, and his faith was counted to him for
righteoulnefs ; by which, as it was afterwards ex-
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plained by the apoftle, we muft underftand that
thro’ his faith he was entitled to the righteoufnefs
of Chrift and all its benefits, of which the forgive-
nefs of fin and peace and reconciliation with God
were principal. '

Being gathered to the grave in peace doth there.
- fore mean, the forgivenels of all fin, and a free and
full juftification through the merits of a Saviour.

2dly. To be gathered to the grave in peace, im-
plies a love and enjoyment of God, and thofe fmiles
of his reconciled countenance fometimes enjoyed by
his people in this world, which give them joy un-
fpeakable and full of glory.
- The feriptures fpeak of a peace which pafleth un-

derftanding, as being the peculiar portion of Chrife
tians, who love and ferve the Lord. They often
enjoy this in the exercife of faith and communion
with God, in the difcharge of their duties, and in
the hour of death; fo that the change, which dif-
mayeth others, to them is ftript of all its terror.
This peace confifteth in a fight of the divine excel-
lence, particularly imparted to them by the divine
Spirit ; in a love of God, with confidence in his

grace and all-fufficience ; and a fenfe of his love and
- grace fhed abroad in their fouls, thro’ the indwelling
power of the Holy Ghoft. '

Happy is that Servant of the Lord, who enjoyeth
this, whether he be living or dying! If he live he
will live unto the Lord ; or if he die, it will be his
unfpeakable gain, '

: B
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3dly. To be gathered to the grave in peace, im-
plies eternal life and glory to fucceed the death of
thefe frail bodies.

¢ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let
my laft end be like his.”’—< Precious in the fight
of the Lord is the death of his faints,””’—¢ And I
heard a voice, faying, blefled are the dead who die
in the Lord, from henceforth: Yea, faith the Spirit,
that they may reft from their labours and their
works do follow them.”>—¢ Mark the perfe& man,
and behold the upright, for the end of that man
is peace.”

“This is the bleffednefs and confolation of the faints
in the profpe& of death, and their reward after it ;
efpecially, of thofe, who like Paul are faithful in
declaring his gofpel to men, and feal their fincerity
to a good old age, by becoming examples to man-
kind, thro’ a life of obedience to the truth. 'When
confummated in holinefs, they will find a perfe&
and glorious happinefs, in beholding, praifing and
ferving the Lord. Such, altho’ departed from us,
‘are not gone to an ufelefs and inactive ftate. While
their bodies fleep in the duft, until the glorious refur- -
re&ion morning, their departed fpirits, clothed with
new energies of aftion and made perfe& in holinefs,
will be more altive inftruments in the kingdom of
Jefus, and found louder alleluias to God and the
‘Lamb, than any of their furviving brethren can do
here on earth.

In this world, Chriftians muft have pain and dif-
cafe, the common infirmities of life and old age,

the afllitions which arife from fore bereavements,
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and all the forrows of an earthly ftate : and thro’
thefe things they are travelling in the fteps of their
once fuffering, but now exalted Redeemer. Such
appointments are defigned by God in covenant
faithfulnefs for their good. They muft, alfo, feel
the burden of remaining fin over which they fre-
quently weep, faying, O wretched man, that I am!
who fhall deliver me from the body of this death ?
But there is a promife remains to them of entering
into the joy of their Lord. O happy, O glorious
" profpet! How can we contemplate it without fpeak-
ing forth the praife of the glory of the riches of
+ fovereign grace in the Lord our Redeemer! My
Brethren, we muft be affli®ted, and who will fly
from afflitions, when he confiders that they fhall
werk out for him the peaceable fruit of righteouf-
- nefs, and a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory '—We muft die, but who would refufe to
die, that he might come to a ftate of perfet holi-
nefs, to the prefence of God, and the innumerable
affembly of the fpirits of juft men made perfec?
Thefe are the profpetts and promifes held forth to
every child of God. Chriftian, if thou art affured
- of thy faith and obedience, be not afraid of death,
for it ‘will be thy admiffion to a {tate where fin fhall
never pain thee more, nor the fmiles of thy Saviour’s
countenance ever be withdrawn ; and whatever be
the circumftances of thy death, thou fhalt ﬂeep in
~ Jefus and reft in glory. :

‘The occafion on which we are convened hath
led me to thele refleCtionss We are gathefed around

'
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the remains of an aged Father, who hath been one
of the Abrahams of our age, and I do not know an
inftance, in which we have better reafon to hope
that the promife hath been fulfiled, ¢ Thou fhalt
go to thy fathers in peace ; thou fhalt be buried in
a good old age ;” of the latter we have ocular de-
monftration, and of the former we have no reafon
to doubt.

Doctor James CocsweLL, whofe remains are

~now before us, was the fon of Mr. Samuel and
Mrs. Ann Cogfwell, born in the town of Saybrook,
January 6th, 1720. In his childhoad his parents
removed to the town of Lebanon, where they re-
mained to their old age, when he took them to his
own houfe, and moft tenderly fupplied all their
‘wants, - until he was called by the providence of
God to commit them to the duft.—This fon was
early diftinguifhed by a love of {cience, and 2 con-
viction of the truth and importance of the Chriftian
doltrines, which was the occafion of his being fe-
leted by his acquaintance as a proper fubjeét for a
learned education.

He was admitted a ftudent in Yale College, in
the year 1738, and was graduated in the year 1742.
—Soon after this he became a preacher of the gof-
pel, and was ordained Paftor of the firft Church of
Chrift in Canterbury in the year 1744.

In the year 1771, he was difmiffed from this paf-
toral charge, and early in the following year inftalled
paftor of the Church in Scotland, a parith in the
town of Windham, where he continued until De-
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cember 1804. While in this place he received the
degree of dotor of divinity, from Yale College.
—Being rendered incapable of public minifterial
fervice, thro’ the natural infirmities of age, it be-
came neceffary for his comfortable fupport, to re-
move him to the family of his fon, Doctor Mafon
Fitch Cogfwell of this place.—This was a comfort-
able retreat to the venerable parent, and here the
Lord hath repaid to him in kind, his filial piety to
his own parents in their old age; here he hath been
nourithed with the moft tender affeftion, which may
God reward, untill his deceafe January 2d, 1807,
and had he furvived until this day, which is the
anniverfary of his birth, he would have completed
87 years. | ‘

"This fervant of the Lord hath been a man of
afflition, having buried three wives and four chil-
dren, ene child only furviving ;* and thro’ all thefe

el $ e

* The father of the deceased, Mr. Samuel Cogswell, died
at his house, in the year 1752 ; and his mother about two
years afterwards. His first wife, Alice, was daughter of
Jabez Fitchy Esq. of Canterbury. His second wife was Mrs.
Martha Devotion, relict of Rev. Ebenezer Devotion of Scot-
land. His third wife the Widow Hibbard of Scotland.

His children, all born of the first wife, were;

James, born July 1746, died Nov. 20th, 1792.
Alice, born December 1749, died May 9th, 1772,
Samuel, born May 1754, died August 24th, 1790,
Mason Fitch, born September 1761, still surviving.
Septimius, born August 1769, died October 1773,

The mother ofthe above children, died April 1772, in the
" 48th year of her age.
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fcenes of forrow, had grace given him, to honour
the divine fovereignty, and his own chriftian and
minifterial profeflion.—He was an example to the
Church of Chrift in tribulation as well as in joy.

While a2 member of college he was diftinguithed
. for fobriety, application and efpecially for claffical
Icience, which he preferved thro® his whole life.

‘While he was in his collegiate life, there was a
great revival of religion in the Jand, in which the
college fhared, whereby many were difpofed to un-
dertake the work of the miniftry, who have fince
been burning anyg thining lights in our churches.

At this time, what was with him before a general
conviction, of the truth and importance of Chrif-
tianity, was changed into an experimental acquaint-
ance with its power and comforts ; which confirmed
him in the purpofe, of devoting his life to the fer-
vice of his Redeemer, in the miniftry of the gofpel.
His natural temper was focial and cheerful ; he had
a great command of his paffions ; his intellect was
quick and clear; his imagination was lively and
pleafant, yet chaftened with the fobriety and feri-
oufnefs of a Chriftian, and accompanied with the
dignity becoming a minifter of the gofpel.

His natural difpofition, together with his religious
‘acquirements, rendered him a pleafing companion
to all who reverence virtue; a beloved child of his
parents ; a kind hufband, and a parent, whom his
children could not fail to love and reverence.

He was a firm believer of the evangelical do¢trines
“of the gofpel, and as on thefe he built his own hope
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of a blefled immeortality ; fo, he inculcated on others
the neceflity of both believing and obeying them,
that they might inherit eternal life.—The faith on
which he relied as divine and faving, was one that
is accompanied by fellowthip with the Father and
his Son Jefus Chrift, and produttive of good
~works. -
His preaching was, generally, plain and praétical,
addrefled to the underftanding and confciences of
his hearers.—The natural and Chriftian benevo-
lence, which fhone in his countenance, were admi-
rably ‘adapted to enforce the doltrines of divine
love, and imprefs the minds of his hearers with the
words of our Lord, “ A new commandment I give
‘unto you, that ye love one another ; as I have loved
you that ye alfo love one another. By this thall all
men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have love
one to another.—" ,
His private diary, which he kept for many years,
gives abundant evidence, that in profperity he was
grateful to the giver of every good and perfett gift,
efpecially for the gift of an all-fufficient Redeemer,
and the grace of God which he purchafed on the
crofs ; that in aflli¢tion he was ftill before the Lord,
adoring the correttions of a father’s hand ; that hé
was anxious to fill up his life with ufefulnefs ; and
that in his extreme old age, he was enabled to adopt
the words of the apoltle, “ I have fought a good
fight ; I have finithed my courfe; I have kept the
faith : Henceforth there is laid up for me, a crown
of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous
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judge, fhall give me at that day ; and not to mae
only, but unto all them that love his appearing,.—
This fervant of the Lord, as we believe, now ﬂeep-
ethin Jefus. The righteous are taken from the evil
to come. When the faints die, altho’ heaven may
gain a new inhabitant, Chriftians on earth cannot
but feel, that the number of thofe, who pray with
the effetual prayer of the righteous, is leflened.—
For the friends of the deceafed, efpecially his chil-
dren by nature and connetion, we cannot but wifh
that the fpirit of the departed father may reft on
them. '
You have had the inftru&ion of his lips and of
his example ; you doubtlefs have had his prayers.
—Altho’ every one muft ftand in his lot, and the
piety of the parent cannot be accepted as the faith
and obedience of the child, yet it is a great blefling
to be the offspring of godly parents, To fuch
children, many inftrutions have been given ; many
good examples have been placed before their eyes ;
many prayers have been offered up for them, which
we have reafon to hope, will be remembered by
the Lord God, who heareth -prayer and keepeth
"covenant with his people.—It now remaineth for
* you my friends, to walk in his fteps, and to-imitate
his faith and good works. May the Lord give to
all the defcendants, whether prefent or abfent, that
grace which he gave to the anceftor. You doubt-
lefs will remember to the end of life, the kind in-
treaties, the folemn warnings, the do¢trinal inftruc-
tions, and the fervent defires of a pious parent,
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which you have heard from his lips.—We mutft,
we will hope, that as God hath given you the
means, he will blefs you with his grace.

My Brethren in the miniftry, may we not this
day fay, “ My father, my father, the chariot of
Ifrael and the horfemen thereof.” Thus faid Elitha
when Elijah afcended to glory. ¢ The fathers
where are they, and the prophets do they live for-
ever?”’ Our fathers are gone, and a number of us
by the furprifing pafs of time ftand in their places.
While we are amazed at the flight of years, and to
find ourfelves in the place of the fathers, let us
firmly adhere to that faith, thro’ which they ferved
God in life, and have died in peace. O that we
might walk in their fteps, and be faithful as they
have been. Altho’ we are unworthy fervants, may
the Lord blefs our labours for the ingathering of
his people.—The promifes are fure, and if we
adhere to the dodtrines of the precious gofpel, and
keep the charge committed to us, we may hope,
thro’ divine grace, to follow unto the end, in the
fteps which the fathers have trod before us.

And are we all, my hearers, foon to be gathered
to the grave? then let us live as thofe who muft
give an account. Altho’ it be but few of us can
live to the age of him who is to be now interred,
we fhall all come to the fame end; we fhall all die,
and fhall need the grace of God to help us thro’

* the remainder of life. Let none negleét to prepare

for death, for the young as well as the old may die.
The two laft fimilar occafions, on which we affem-
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bled in this houfe, were at the interment of young
perfons ; therefore let the young remember their
Creator in the days of their youth. Now, we are
to commit the remains of an aged father to the
duft ; therefore, let thofe of us who have numbered
many years, particularly regard the warning. Let
us watch for the ceming of our Lord, which muft
be foon ; that at his appearance we may hail his
approach! and be accepted by him as good and
faithful fervants—

amen.,

211U 68
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