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A FUNERAL SERMON.

GENESIS XV. 15.

And thou shalt go to thy Fathers in peace ; thou

shalt be buried in a good old age.

These words were a promiſe to Abraham , the

anceſtor of the Jewiſh church , who in the ſcriptures

is called the friend of God and the ſpiritual father

of the faithful. Much is ſaid of this eminent patri

arch , and many promiſes were made to him , as

father of the Hebrew nation and progenitor of our

divine Lord , the ſaviour of mankind. The dealings

of God with this ancient ſaint, and the favour he

received from him, are known to all who read the

holy ſcriptures. In the chapter from which our

text is taken , there is an account of a ſolemn cove

nant, which God was pleaſed to make with his fer

vant Abraham , inſuring many temporal bleſſings to

his poſterity, and in them as a type, many ſpiritual

bleſſings to his church unto the end of the world .

To Abraham perſonally he promiſed , « Fear not

Abraham , I am thy ſhield and exceeding great re
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ward : Thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers in peace, thou

fhalt be buried in a good old age.”

The occaſion leads me to conſider the promiſe

made to Abraham ; and in a more particular manner,

that part of it which related to his death . “ Thou

fhalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou ſhalt be buried

in a good old age.” — The bleſſings promiſed him

in this paſſage are that he ſhould live to a great age,

and then die in peace ; two greater bleſſings, eſpe

cially when we conſider them connected with many

others, cannot be mentioned ; no other benefits are

more generally deſired by mankind.

I. Firſt he had a promiſe that he ſhould live to

a good old age.

Whether old age, conſidered by itſelf and uncon

nected with other conſiderations, is to be eſteemed

a diſtinguiſhed bleſſing, I am ſenſible maybe doubted.

It muſt have its peculiar pains and troubles ; they

are very many, and ſuch as the young cannot pof

fibly conceive ; ſtill, it is generally conſidered as a

bleſſing, and there are two moſt important reaſons

why it ſhould be thus eſteemed .

The firſt is, it gives a longer opportunity for doing

good , which is one of the important reaſons for our

preſent exiſtence. The aged have had many talents

committed to their charge ; they have had a long

ſeaſon to labour in the Lord's vineyard ; and many

opportunities to miniſter to the earthly neceſſities

and ſpiritual wants of their fellow creatures . If they

have been faithful in duty, they have warned many

finners , inſtructed and comforted many Chriſtians,

relieved many neceſiities , poured the oil of gladneſs
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into many diſconfolate hearts, and done much to

build up the kingdom of Jeſus. What more vene

rable ſight do we ever ſee, than an aged Chriſtian ,

whoſe faith and good works have been an example

and a bleſſing to others around him ; who hath

cautioned, warned, inſtructed and educated many

to ſerve the Lord and keep his commandments ;

who hath reſiſted the obduracy of the age in which

he lived, and been a pattern to the people of God.

The influence of ſuch an one in ſociety is great ; it

hath acted not only on the young,
but on his cotem

poraries in life ; the guilty have trembled before him ,

the ſages have been inſtructed, and he hath had the

power of directing the ſentiments of many near him ,

and perhaps of the age in which he lived. To be

ſpared to old age for this purpoſe ; to be an Abra

ham in the earth, is indeed a bleſſing from the Lord.

It is principally in this view of the ſubject, that ſuch

a promiſe, as the text contains, can be conſidered a

diſtinguiſhed favour ; for we muſt believe in the di

vine aſſurance, that the finner, an hundred years old

is accurſed . If there be aged perſons attending on

this occaſion , who are yet in their fins ; let them

remember that they are the moſt miſerable of men ;

that years will not exculpate their tranfgreſſions ;

and that their long continued ſin againſt the grace

of God , will accumulate upon them a double weight

of ſorrow . By the preſent ſcene, let all ſuch be

warned to ſpend the remnant of their days in review

ing a miſpent life , and turning to the Lord , by ſuch

faith and repentance, as are productive of good

works.
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A SECOND reaſon why old age is commonly con

fidered as a perſonal bleſſing, is that it gives the

longeſt opportunity to prepare for entering on the

rewards of another world .

Preparation for another world, will appear to

every conſiderate perſon, of the greateſt importance.

The chief thing, for which this life was given to us,

is to prepare for another. This is not our home;

nor can we here lay up durable happineſs. The

work of preparation is great ; great conſidered as

an act of ſanctifying and pardoning grace in God ;

and great as containing all the diligence, watchful

neſs, ſtriving, faith and obedience, which we our .

ſelves can exerciſe. It appears to us, as though the

longeſt ſeaſon of preparation is moſt deſirable ;

therefore, men naturally wiſh for it. It muſt be

allowed by all a happy circumſtance, to have an

opportunity, deliberately to conſider, to examine

and review ourſelves : to ſearch into the ground of

our expectations and compare them with the un

changeable rules of trial in the word of God, and

to make proof of our own principles and ſtedfaſt

neſs , by thoſe opportunities which muſt neceffarily

ariſe from the events of a long life. Such are the

apprehenſions of mankind, from which they always

efteem the continuance of life to be a bleſſing ; and

ſuch appears to be the repreſentation of God's

word , or it would not have been promiſed to Abra

ham that he ſhould
go down to the grave in a good

old age. Altho' the Chriſtian , for this reaſon , may

wiſh to be continued in life ; yet, if he were certain

of his intereſt in Chriſt, and did not think that his
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continuance in the world was neceſſary for the beſt

intereſt of the church of God, he would ſay like

Paul, “ It is better to depart and be with Chriſt. ”

There are myhome, my houſe not made with hands,

my city whoſe builder and maker is God, my breth

ren and companions in the faith and patience of the

goſpel, and my eternal deliverance through the free

grace of God, from the appetites, paſſions, and fin

' with which I am now burdened. There, are the

God whom I love and adore, the Saviour in whoſe

merits alone I hope, and the Spirit of holineſs,

with whoſe influence I deſire to be eternally filled .

There, are thoſe anthems of praiſe, offered around

the throne of God and the Lamb, in which I deſire

to join forever.

But let not any, from this repreſentation , ima

gine that old age will prepare them for death . Let

not any , when they behold the remains of an aged

ſaint, think from this, that if they might live to the

ſame age, they alſo ſhould be pious. Though aged

piety be honourable, beyond all other things on

earth ; yet piety doth not depend on age. My

Hearers, many years will have no efficient power

to make you pious. Time will give you a further

ſpace for repentance : If rightly uſed it will be a

bleſſing ; if miſuſed it will add to your guilt. Let

me alfo , remind you that every year, every day is

adding to the difficulty of repentance and reforma

tion . Delay not, therefore, a life of fincere religion ,

imagining that old if
you ſhould through the

ſovereign determination of God arrive to it , will

alliſt you in the duties of religion. So far from this,

age ,
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be aſſured that every moment you ſpend in fin is

adding to the difficulty of repentance , and every

new infirmity of age will make it more painful, la

boriouſly to ſtrive that you may enter into the king

dom of heaven.

II . Abraham had a promiſe, in the text, that he

ſhould be gathered to his fathers in peace.

This is a ſummary, a comprehenſive promiſe of

all bleſſings, which can be granted by Sovereign

and Almighty grace to a dying Saint.

The phraſe of being gathered to their fathers,

which we find ſo often in the hiſtory of the patri

archal age , was generally uſed in the caſe of thoſe

ſaints, who were eminent for piety. Without en

tering into the inquiry, whether or not this was

always the caſe, all muſt agree it was a very reſpect

ful repreſentation of their death ; and where we

find ſuch an addition as the text contains, “ gath

ered in peace,” we muſt allow it to be a very plain

intimation that they were removed to the happineſs

and glory of the world to come.-- Therefore, to be

gathered to our fathers in peace implies the richeſt

bleſſings, ſalvation from fin , and everlaſting life.

1. It implies reconciliation with God through the

blood of the covenant, and in conſequence of this,

the forgiveneſs of all fin .

This covenant was made and renewed with Abra

ham, at divers times, one of which was the very

ſolemn occaſion on which the words of the text

were ſpoken. He believed the truth of God in this

covenant, and his faith was counted to him for

righteouſneſs ; by which , as it was afterwards ex
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plained by the apoſtle, we muſt underſtand that

thro' his faith he was entitled to the righteouſneſs

of Chriſt and all its benefits, of which the forgive

neſs of fin and peace and reconciliation with God

were principal.

Being gathered to the grave in peace doth there.

fore mean , the forgiveneſs of all ſin, and a free and

full juſtification through the merits of a Saviour.

2dly. To be gathered to the grave
in

,
.

plies a love and enjoyment of God, and thoſe ſmiles

of his reconciled countenance ſometimes enjoyed by

his people in this world, which give them joy un

ſpeakable and full of glory.

The ſcriptures ſpeak of a peace which paſſeth un

derſtanding, as being the peculiar portion of Chriſ

tians, who love and ſerve the Lord . They often

enjoy this in the exerciſe of faith and communion

with God, in the diſcharge of their duties, and in

the hour of death ; ſo that the change, which dif

mayeth others, to them is ſtript of all its terror.

This peace confifteth in a ſight of the divine excel

lence, particularly imparted to them by the divine

Spirit ; in a love of God, with confidence in his

grace and all-fufficience ; and a ſenſe of his love and

grace ſhed abroad in their fouls, thro ' the indwelling

power of the Holy Ghoſt.

Happy is that Servant of the Lord , who enjoyeth

this , whether he be living or dying ! If he live he

will live unto the Lord ; or if he die, it will be his

unſpeakable gain ,

BВ.
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grave in3dly . To be gathered to the peace, im

plies eternal life and glory to ſucceed the death of

theſe frail bodies.

“ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let

my laſt end be like his. ” — “ Precious in the fight

of the Lord is the death of his faints.” — “ And I

heard a voice, ſaying, bleſſed are the dead who die

in the Lord, from henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit,

that they may reſt from their labours and their

works do follow them .” — “ Mark the perfect man ,

and behold the upright, for the end of that man

is peace.”

This is the bleſſedneſs and conſolation ofthe ſaints

in the proſpect of death , and their reward after it ;

eſpecially , of thoſe, who like Paul are faithful in

declaring his goſpel to men, and ſeal their fincerity

to a good old age, by becoming examples to man

kind, thro' a life of obedience to the truth . When

conſummated in holineſs, they will find a perfect

and glorious happineſs, in beholding, praiſing and

ſerving the Lord . Such, altho' departed from us,

are not gone to an uſeleſs and inactive ſtate. While

their bodies ſleep in the duſt, until the glorious refur

rection morning, their departed ſpirits, clothed with

new energies of action and made perfect in holineſs,

will be more active inſtruments in the kingdom of

Jeſus, and found louder alleluias to God and the

Lamb, than any of their ſurviving brethren can do

here on earth .

In this world, Chriſtians muſt have pain and diſ

caſe, the common infirmities of life and old age,

the afflictions which ariſe from fore bereavements,

1
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and all the ſorrows of an earthly ſtate : and thro'

theſe things they are travelling in the ſteps of their

once ſuffering, but now exalted Redeemer. Such

appointments are deſigned by God in covenant

faithfulneſs for their good. They muſt, alſo , feel

the burden of remaining ſin over which they fre

quently weep , ſaying, O wretched man , that I am !

who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ?

But there is a promiſe remains to them of entering

into the joy of their Lord. O happy, O glorious

proſpect! How can we contemplate it without ſpeak

ing forth the praiſe of the glory of the riches of

ſovereign grace in the Lord our Redeemer ! My

Brethren , we muſt be afflicted , and who will fly

from afflictions, when he conſiders that they ſhall

work out for him the peaceable fruit of righteouſ

neſs, and a far more exceeding and eternal weight

of glory !-We muſt die, but who would refuſe to

die, that he might come to a ſtate of perfect holi

neſs, to the preſence of God, and the innumerable

aſſembly of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect ?

Theſe are the proſpects and promiſes held forth to

every child of God. Chriſtian, if thou art aſſured

of thy faith and obedience, be not afraid of death ,

for it will be thy admiſſion to a ſtate where fin ſhall

never pain thee more, nor the ſmiles of thy Saviour's

countenance ever be withdrawn ; and whatever be

the circumſtances of thy death , thou ſhalt fleep in

Jeſus and reſt in glory.

The occaſion on which we are convened hath

led me to theſe reflections. We are gathered around

1
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the remains of an aged Father, who hath been one

of the Abrahams of our age, and I do not know an

inſtance, in which we have better reaſon to hope

that the promiſe hath been fulfiled , “ Thou ſhalt

go to thy fathers in peace ; thou ſhalt be buried in

a good old age ;" of the latter we have ocular de

monſtration, and of the former we have no reaſon

to doubt.

Doctor JAMES COGSWELL, whoſe remains are

now before us, was the ſon of Mr. Samuel and

Mrs. Ann Cogſwell, born in the town of Saybrook ,

January 6th , 1720. In his childhood his parents

removed to the town of Lebanon , where they re

mained to their old age, when he took them to his

own houſe, and moſt tenderly ſupplied all their

wants, until he was called by the providence of

God to commit them to the duſt . - This ſon was

early diſtinguiſhed by a love of ſcience, and a con

viction of the truth and importance of the Chriſtian

doctrines, which was the occaſion of his being ſe

lected by his acquaintance as a proper ſubject for a

learned education .

He was admitted a ſtudent in Yale College, in

the year 1738 , and was graduated in the year 1742.

-Soon after this he became a preacher of the gof

pel, and was ordained Paſtor of the firſt Church of

Chriſt in Canterbury in the year 1744.

In the year 1771 , he was diſmiſſed from this paf

toral charge, and early in the following year inſtalled

paſtor of the Church in Scotland , a pariſh in the

town of Windham , where he continued until De
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cember 1804. While in this place he received the

degree of doctor of divinity, from Yale College.

-Being rendered incapable of public miniſterial

ſervice, thro' the natural infirmities of age, it be

came neceſſary for his comfortable ſupport, to re

move him to the family of his fon , Doctor Maſon

Fitch Cogſwell of this place. — This was a comfort

able retreat to the venerable parent, and here the

Lord hath repaid to him in kind, his filial piety to

his own parents in their old age ; here he hath been

nouriſhed with the moſt tender affection , which may

God reward , untill his deceaſe January 2d, 1807,

and had he ſurvived until this day, which is the

anniverfary of his birth, he would have completed

87 years.

This ſervant of the Lord hath been a man of

affliction , having buried three wives and four chil

dren, one child only ſurviving ; * and thro' all theſe

* The father of the deceased , Mr. Samuel Cogswell, died

at his house , in the year 1752 ; and his mother about two

years afterwards. His first wife , Alice, was daughter of

Jabez Fitch, Esq. of Canterbury. His second wife was Mrs.

Martha Devotion , relict of Rev. Ebenezer Devotion of Scot

land . His third wife the Widow Hibbard of Scotland.

His children , all born of the first wife, were ,

James, born July 1746 , died Nov. 20th , 1792 .

Alice, born December 1749, died May 9th , 1772 .

Samuel, born May 1754, died August 24th , 1790 .

Mason Fitch , born September 1761 , still surviving .

Septimius, born August 1769 , died October 1773 .

The mother of the above children , died April 1772 , in the

48th year of her age.
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ſcenes of ſorrow , had grace given him , to honour

the divine ſovereignty, and his own chriſtian and

miniſterial profeſſion . — He was an example to the

Church of Chriſt in tribulation as well as in joy.

While a member of college he was diſtinguiſhed

for ſobriety, application and eſpecially for claſſical

ſcience, which he preſerved thro ' his whole life.

While he was in his collegiate life, there was a

great revival of religion in the land, in which the

college ſhared, whereby many were diſpoſed to un

dertake the work of the miniſtry, who have ſince

been burning and ſhining lights in our churches.

At this time, what was with him before a general

conviction , of the truth and importance of Chriſ

tianity, was changed into an experimental acquaint

ance with its power and comforts ; which confirmed

him in the purpoſe, of devoting his life to the fer

vice of his Redeemer, in the miniſtry of the goſpel.

His natural temper was ſocial and cheerful; he had

a great command of his paſſions ; his intellect was

quick and clear ; his imagination was lively and

pleaſant, yet chaſtened with the fobriety and ſeri

ouſneſs of a Chriſtian , and accompanied with the

dignity becoming a minifter of the goſpel.

His natural diſpoſition , together with his religious

acquirements, rendered him a pleaſing companion

to all who reverence virtue ; a beloved child of his

parents ; a kind huſband, and a parent, whom his

children could not fail to love and reverence.

He was a firm believer of the evangelical doctrines

of the goſpel, and as on theſe he built his own hope
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of a bleſſed immortality ; ſo , he inculcated on others

the neceſſity of both believing and obeying them,

that they might inherit eternal life. — The faith on

which he relied as divine and ſaving, was one that

is accompanied by fellowſhip with the Father and

his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and productive of good

works.

His preaching was, generally, plain and practical,

addreſſed to the underſtanding and conſciences of

his hearers.The natural and Chriſtian benevo

lence, which ſhone in his countenance, were admi

rably adapted to enforce the doctrines of divine

love, and impreſs the minds of his hearers with the

words of our Lord, “ A new commandment I give

unto you, that ye love one another ; as I have loved

you
that

ye alſo love one another. By this ſhall all

men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love

one to another. "

His private diary, which he kept for many years,

gives abundant evidence, that in proſperity he was

grateful to the giver of every good and perfect gift,

eſpecially for the gift of an all- ſufficient Redeemer,

and the grace of God which he purchaſed on the

croſs ; that in affliction hewas ſtill before the Lord,

adoring the corrections of a father's hand ; that he

was anxious to fill up his life with uſefulneſs ; and

that in his extreme old age, he was enabled to adopt

the words of the apoſtle, “ I have fought a good

fight ; I have finiſhed my courſe ; I have kept the

faith : Henceforth there is laid up for me, a crown

of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous
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judge, ſhall give me at that day ; and not to me

only, but unto all them that love his appearing.-- "

This ſervant of the Lord, as we believe, now ſleep

eth in Jeſus. The righteous are taken from the evil

to come. When the ſaints die, altho' heaven may

gain a new inhabitant, Chriſtians on earth cannot

but feel, that the number of thoſe, who
pray

with

the effectual prayer of the righteous, is lefſened .

For the friends of the deceaſed, eſpecially his chil

dren by nature and connection, we cannot but with

that the ſpirit of the departed father may reſt on

them.

You have had the inſtruction of his lips and of

his example ; you doubtleſs have had his prayers.

-Altho' every one muſt ſtand in his lot, and the

piety of the parent cannot be accepted as the faith

and obedience of the child , yet it is a great bleſſing

to be the offspring of godly parents. To ſuch

children , many inſtructions have been given ; many

good examples have been placed before their eyes ;

many prayers have been offered up for them, which

we have reaſon to hope, will be remembered by

the Lord God, who heareth prayer and keepeth

covenant with his people.-- It now remaineth for

you my friends, to walk in his ſteps, and to imitate

his faith and good works. May the Lord give to

all the deſcendants, whether preſent or abſent, that

grace which he gave to the anceſtor. You doubt

leſs will remember to the end of life, the kind in

treaties, the folemn warnings, the doctrinal inſtruc

tions, and the fervent defires of a pious parent,
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with his grace.

which you have heard from his lips.-- We muſt,

we will hope, that as God hath given you the

means, he will bleſs
you

My Brethren in the miniſtry, may we not this

day fay, “ My father, my father, the chariot of

Ifrael and the horſemen thereof." Thus ſaid Eliſha

when Elijah aſcended to glory. “ The fathers

where are they, and the prophets do they live for

ever ?” Our fathers are gone, and a number of us

by the ſurpriſing paſs of time ſtand in their places.

While we are amazed at the flight of years , and to

find ourſelves in the place of the fathers, let us

firmly adhere to that faith , thro' which they ſerved

God in life, and have died in peace. O that we

might walk in their ſteps, and be faithful as they

have been. Altho' we are unworthy ſervants, may

the Lord bleſs our labours for the ingathering of

his people . — The promiſes are ſure, and if we

adhere to the doctrines of the precious goſpel, and

keep the charge committed to us, we may hope,

thro ' divine grace, to follow unto the end, in the

ſteps which the fathers have trod before us.

And are we all, my hearers, foon to be gathered

to the grave ? then let us live as thoſe who muſt

give an account. Altho' it be but few of us can

live to the age of him who is to be now interred ,

we ſhall all come to the fame end ; we ſhall all die,

and ſhall need the grace of God to help us thro'

the remainder of life. Let none neglect to prepare

for death, for the young as well as the old may
die.

The two laſt ſimilar occaſions, on which we afſem

C
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bled in this houſe, were at the interment of young

perfons; therefore let the young remember their

Creator in the days of their youth. Now , we are

to commit the remains of an aged father to the

duft ; therefore, let thoſe of us who have numbered

many years, particularly regard the warning. Let

us watch for the coming of our Lord, which muſt

be foon ; that at his appearance we may hail his

approach ! and be accepted by him as good and

faithful ſervants

Amen.

24 JU 68
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