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Q U E S T I O N S O F T H E H O U R . 

THE SOOIAL STATUS OP THE 

NEGRO. 

Rev. R. J. Mclsaac, Selrna, Ala. 

There are many questions for which it is 

not difficult to find a solution in theory, 
but tbe difficulty arises wben it is sought 
to apply tbis ready-made solution to actual 
conditions. M e n theorize on the principles 
of " abstract right," forgetting tbat there 
is no sucb tbing as " abstract right," and 

that tbe rigbt is simply tbat whicb is best 
in given ciroumstances. In tbis way much 
talent has been wasted and much effort 
misdirected in dealing witb tbe problems 

arising from the presence ot so large a 
colored population in our own country. 
W e bave been wont to start out with tbe 
doctrine ot the brotherhood of man and 

the broad assertions of the Declaration ot 
Independence, and trom tbese premises we 
at once, in theory, elevate tbe negro to a 
position ot social and political equality 
with tbe whites. But in tbis conclusion 

which seems to be arrived at so logically 
some very important things have been 

wholly overlooked. N o account has been 
taken of the fact that political control, as 

at present exercised by tbe people of en

lightened nations, is the product ot more 
than a thousand years ot experiment and 
education in self-government; that it is a 

pririlege wbich only a small proportion of 
the people in tbe world can yet exercise 

witb profit to themselves, and that tbe 

negro, botb in his native land ot Atrica and 
in this country during the period of 
slavery, has had no training that would fit 

him for taking his place in tbe governing 
body ot tbe nation. 

Neitber bas any account been taken of 

the gradual evolution ot our social life. 
Tbe habits and ousfcoms of soeiety are not 
something tbat ean be taken up and laid 
aside like a garment. Tbey bave grown 
up withthe gradual advancement which bas 
been made by tbose wbo for ages bave been 
under the leavening influence of Christian 

civilization. Tbe social condition of the 
Anglo-Saxon doubtless falls far short ot 
perfection, but sucb as it is, it is the out
growth ot a long process ot development, 
and it is not reasonable to suppose tbat 
this same condition could be arrived at at 
once by a people wbo but reeently, and 
that under rather unfavorable conditions, 
bave come oufc ot fche lowesfc state of bar

barism. 
Our social lite is nofc something that can 

be analyzed or deflned, something tbat can 
be reduced to a series ot rules wbicb oould 
soon be learned and complied with, but it 

is tbe spirit of our civilization, tbe applica
tion to our every-day life ot tbe reflnement 
ot thought and sentiment that distin
guishes Christian civilization trom any 

wbicb had previously existed in the world. 

It is something tbat bas been, and probably 
only oan be, arrived at graduaUy, and a 
close study might show many factors in its 



Monographs. 373 

M O N O G R A P H S . 

MISSIONARIES OP THE REFORMED 

PRESBTTERIAN CHURCH TO THE 

LOWER PROVINCES OP CANADA. 

Robert Miller Stewart. 

The decision of Mr. Lawson (see Olive 
Trees, p. 306) in 1846 to settle in Soutb 

Stream, N. B., while it lessened the de
mands of outlying districts in that prov
ince on the time and energies of Mr. 

Stavely, left Mr. Sommerville in Nova 
Sootia still without any help except occa
sional visits at communion season ot tbe 

two brethren in N e w Brunswick. Nearing 
the age of fifty and haying labored 

diligently and alone for more tban fifteen 
years, failure fco furnish him with an assist
ant was likely to imperil tbe interests of 

the Mission. In tbe report of the Re
formed Presbyterian H o m e and Poreign 

Missionary Society presented to the Synod 
in Ireland at its meeting in 1848 the Di

rectors made the following reference to bis 
isolated posifcion : "Though he has fre

quently and earnestly sought to have at least 
one fellow-laborer sent into his part ot the 
Provinces, we are grieved to have lo report 
that as yet we have been unable, through 
the want of a suitable instrumentality, to 

comply with bis earnest solicitation. . . . 
Even at a low calculation, we have no 

doubt that at least three or four licentiates, 

having the disposition and ability to labor 
tbrough love to Cbrist and souls, would 
obtain settlements in the Canadas, whioh, 

it not at first, would in a very short time 
be self-sustaining. Ougbt not tbe Church 
to consider witb mucb greater attention 

the claims of tbe British Colonies? And 
should not we betake ourselves, in tbe 

spirit of self-denial and prayerful exertion, 
to devise means for supplying, as far as in 

our power, tbe wants ot our destitute 

bretbren, and for gatbering in multitudes 
of other wanderers to the fold of the great 

Shepherd? . . . The Directors cannot 
pass away from this part of tbeir report 
witbout expressing their earnest concern 

that Synod may, in its wisdom, devise 
means by which an additional supply of 
agents may be sent forth witbout delay, 
that tbus tbe advantages which we have 

already gained may be improved, and that 
a large field, in many parts of it white to 
the harvest, may be reaped.'' 

In the report presented to the Synod of 
1849, I find the following paragraph in re
gard to the work in the Colonies: " While 
we sympathize witb our beloved mission

aries in all tbeir labors and trials, we re
gard it as their duty and ours still further 
to attempt to diffuse the principles of tbe 
Covenanted Reformation throughout those 
interesting regions. It seems probable 

that at no distant period the Colonies sball 
become separate and independent nations; 

and it is evidently of great importance at 
present to pervade them at every part with 
the leaven of the Reformation. Our Church 
would be higbly honored by being called 

to a work of this kind. To an enterprise 
so valuable we bave to some extent re

sponded. Let us go forward witb increased 
liberality and vigor in tbe same direction, 
and future generations, sitting under the 

goodly vine, will rejoice in tbese exerfcions." 
Tbe reporfc also announced " wifcb peculiar 
grafcification " fcbe selection and appoint
ment of Robert Miller Slewart, licentiate, 

and thafc arrangements bad been made for 
his early departure to bis field of labor. 

Mr. Sfcewart was born in Ballynaloob, 
Oountry Antrim, Ireland, April 5, 1819. 

His parents, William and Elizabeth Beggs 
Stewart, were humble but godly people, 

who gave him a careful religious training. 
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His early studies were pursued at an 
Academy on the island ot Rathlin, and 
wbile attending tbat instifcufcion he sfcudied 
Irish under a missionary wbo was laboring 
there in connection witb the London Mis-

the winter ot 1839, and completed the full 

course of four years at the Belfast Aca
demical Institution in 1845. O n the testi
mony of J. R. Toung and other professors 

he was '• most diligent and was conspicuous 

sionary Society, winning the firsfc prize of 
fche Sooiety for proficiency in that lan
guage. Subsequently, under tbe direclion 
of bis paslor. Rev. William'Toland, ho was 
a pupU in Bryce's Academy, Belfast, during 

for good conduct and regularity ot attend
ance." During the closing years of his 
literary course be also attended a class for 

tbe Critical Reading of the Sacred Origi
nals, Sacred Geography, Christian EvIt 
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dences, and Inquiry on Missions, under 
Dr. Thomas Houston, who testified that he 

"made most gratifying progress, and his 

deportment was uniformly becoming his 
profession." 

Like the otber missionaries in tbe Prov

ince, Mr. Stewart studied theology at 

Paisley, Scotland, under the distinguished 
Dr. Andrew Symington, from w h o m he re
ceived the following certificate : " H e 

entered into the business of tbe class witb 
much spirit, executed tbe prescribed exer

cises wilh promising success, aud con
ducted himself as became bis profession." 
O n February 3, 1847, he was licensed to 

preach the gospel by the Northern Presby
tery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 

and July 12, 1849, he was set apart to the 
work of the ministry by a Oommission of 

Synod. Tbe sermon was preacbed by the 
eminent Dr. W . J. Stavely, from the 

words, " Stand-fast, tberefore, in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us free," to a 
large audience in College Street, South 
Belfast. Tbe certificate of his ordination 

closes witb tbese words : " H e leaves the 
land of his nativity enjoying the esteem ot 
his brethren in the ministry of reconcilia
tion, and afccompanied witb tbeir prayers 

that tbe pleasure of the Lord may prosper 
in bis hands." 

Previous to bis designation as a mis

sionary to tbe Lower Provinces ot Canada, 
and a lew montbs atter bis licensure, Mr. 

Stewart went to Connaught to establish an 

Irish mission, a service for wbicb his 
knowledge of tbe Irish language gave bim 

special fitness. O n tbe 20th of October, 

1848, he left for his field of labor, and soon 

afterwards selected, as centre of opera
tions, BalmuUet, a post town ot six or eight 

hundred inhabitants in tbe western ex
tremity of County Mayo. Four schools 

were opened in and in tbe vicinity of the 
town, with an average attendance of from 
150 to 200 pupils, and in addition to the 

regular supervision of tbese schools he was 
required to preach, visit from bouse to 

house, and distribute copies of the Holy 

Scriptures. In a district where the people 
were almost exclusively Romanist, and, as 

may be supposed, extremely ignorant and 
immoral, he labored for nearly a year. In
teresting extracts migbt be made from bis 

reports to tbe Convener of tbe Committee, 
showing the fierce opposition tbat be expe
rienced in tbe work of evangelizafcion from 

tbe priesthood, and the eagerness of the 
people to have their cbildren enjoy the ad
vantages of the Protestant schools. But 

this would be aside from tbe purpose of 
this sketch. 

Soon atter his ordination Mr. Slewart 
sailed for Amerioa on the ship Unicorn, 

and reached St. Jobn, N. B., Ootober 1, 
1849, after a pleasant passage of twenty-
three days. As Mr. Stavely reported to 
tbe Board of Directors at tbe close ot that 
month, " he was very cordially received in 

all the places which he has visited, and has 
already learned from personal observation 
tbat there remaineth yet very much land 
to be possessed." In tbe early parfc of fcbe 
winfcer be labored in differenfc localifcies in 

New Brunswick and then crossed the Bay 
ot Fundy to Nova Scotia, where be re
mained for tive montbs, or till the close of 
spring in 1850. In tbe summer, acting on 

the suggestion of tbe Direcfcors in Ireland, 

and wifcb tbe concurrence ot the N e w 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia Presbytery, 
he paid a visit to Upper Canada, now On

tario, to see whetber ifc would be praefci-
oable to extend missionary operations to 
members of the Covenanter Church, emi
grants from Britain, who had settled in 

remote parts of Canada, and otber pro

fessed Presbyterians who were al that 
time in great spiritual destifcution. Bufc 

on the return of Mr. Sfcewart ifc was agreed 
that the force of laborers was too small 

and the pecuniary resources of tbe Mission 
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altogether inadequate to attempt any work 
in that direclion. H e then determined to 
accept the pastorate of the little Reformed 

Presbyterian Congregation in Wilmot, N.S., 
and his name was added 'to the roll of 
Presbytery in October, 1851. Tbis arrange
ment seems to have given very general 
satisfaction, as two ministers were thus 
assigned to eacb of tbe Lower Provinces, 

and they were so located that regular 
meetings for conference were poaaible. 
The Monitor and Missionary Chronicle 
for November, 1851, contains the tollowing 

sentences in reference to this matler from 
a letter written to a friend in Ireland by 
Mr. John Boyd, wbo was then an active 
and valuable member or adherent of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Congregation in 
St. John, but who in later years oonnected 
himself with one ot the Presbyterian 
Churches, was appointed a Senator in the 
Dominion of Canada, and at the time ot his 
death was Oovernor ot the Province ot 
N e w Brunswick: " I am greatly obligated 
by the arrangement of tbe Presbytery, and 
as muoh with their manner of doing it. 
Selfish advantage or local interests have 
had nothing to do with their deliberation, 
but the great question tor whioh all sought 
au answer seemed to be. Where am I to be 
most useful? I think tbat tbeir prayers 
were answered by tbe Head of the Church, 
tor, as far as human foresight oan reach, I 
see in the present arrangement, if sup
ported by the H o m e Church, the beginning 
ot a new era in tbe history of the Churcb 
in these provinces." 

In Wilmot Mr. Sfcewart was actively en
gaged in pastoral work for nearly twenty-
seven years, or until September, 1878, 
when at his request the pastoral relation 
was dissolved, preaching for the first two 

years in a schoolhouse and afterwards in 
tbe Malvern Square Church, to a small 
congregation that reported lo the Synod 
ot 1880 thirty communicants. 

Tbe Presbytery of N e w Brunswick and 

Nova Scolia had become a constituent part 

of the American Synod June 2, 1879; and 
affcer his refcirement from pastoral work in 

Nova Scotia Mr. Stewart supplied vacant 
pulpits in tbe United States. But after 
awhile, unable to secure regular preaching, 
he returned home and accepted appoint
ments in conneotion with the Presbyterian 
Churcb of tbe Maritime Provinces. " One 

winter," according to the Presbyterian 
Witness of Halifax, "be rendered very 
acceptable service at Bay of Islands, New
foundland. H e gave useful service in many 
other places, and was greatly esteemed and 
beloved wberever be labored." Towards 
the close of his life Mr. Stewart became 
very infirm, and at least for three years did 
not attempt any public work. Last sum
mer, less than two months before his de
parture, I had the privilege of talking and 
praying with him, and he bore himself as 
one who realized that tbe end was not far 
away. On Priday, September 29,1899, the 
summons came. At Olen Pern Cottage, 
where he went to live on his marriage, 
November 7, 1855, to Margaret, daughter 
of the late Mr. Daniel Morrison, a highly 
esteemed elder in tbe WUmot Congrega
tion, and wbere he had brougbt up a family 
of ten ehildren, seven sons and three 
daughters, he died, his own tbe first death 
in that beautiful bome on tbe bank of the 
Annapolis River during the long period of 
forty-four years. In a private letter, his 

son-in-law. Rev. Ralph C. Slrathie, of 
Truro, N. S., who was tbere when the change 
came, writes : " Just ten days betore his 
death be took to bis bed, not through 
ohoice, but through sheer inability to rise. 
It was only bis own strong will that had 
kept him about so long. Through these 

ten days he lingered on till aboufc eleven 
o'clock Priday night, when his spirit passed 
away very quielly and gently." Atter a 
simple tuneral service at the bouse on 
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Monday, by Rev. Tbomas McPall, pastor 

ot the CornwaUis Congregation, his re

mains were laid away in the cemetery ad

joining the church at Malvern Square, 
where he preacbed so many years. 

There were peculiarities in Mr. Stewart's 

style ot pulpit address that were open to 
criticism. But his sermons were always 

instructive and full of the marrow ot gospel 
truth, revealing an intimate acquaintance 

mating views of the olose and endearing 
relationship existing between Christ and 

His Church. In a brief, but appreciative 

notice of his life-work, the Outlook, of 
Middleton, N. S., says, editorially : " H e 

preacbed the gospel faithfuUy, and, al
thougb himself a minister of tbe Cove

nanter Churoh, he was full ot sympatby 
with every other branch of Christ's Cburch, 
and was as widely known and as highly 

GLEN F E R N C O T T A G E — L A T E RESIDENCE OF MR. STEWART. 

with the Scriptures and familiarity with the 

theology of the Erskines and other emi
nent divines wbo lived and wrote al that 

period in the history ot tbe Church of 
Scotland. O n Communion Sabbaths he 

almost invariably selected his text from the 
Song of Solomon, and following the old 

and popular, but, as it seems to me, mis
taken interpretation ot tbat treatise, he was 

able to present to his people most ani-

respected ouiside his own small flock as 

within it" 
Brethren in tbe ministry are passing away 

trom tbe scene of earthly service, and each 

removal is the voice of the Master to us 
wbo are yet in health and in harness, " Be 

at no uncertainty as to your state before 

Ood and be satisfied witb nothing less tban 

the clear seal ot the Spirit tbat you are 

Christ's and living for His glory." 




