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i rly of their mothers-in-law, but I had not wor-
much about them. It was not my problem, it was
! T knew a man became a slave, not to his wife,
to his mother-in-law, but I did not know that the
alliance might involve an entire tribe and
. But here it is, my problem now. A vil-
ydenied the privilege of hearing the Gospel preached,
did preacher handicapped and unable to do his
work—all because of a custom as ancient as this
How would you have met this problem?

R. HIGGINS asked me to come to Lusambo and
assist in a series of services during April. I
went with fear and trembling. The meeting be-
2 under very encouraging circumstances. Thanks to
and Mrs. Higgins, who are the only missionaries
e, and the native leaders, several prayer meetings
1 been in progress in the village for a number of
8. The Holy Spirit was at work.

e fifteen native evangelists had been called in from
 oufstations and two conferences were held with
each day. At 6 A. M, 2 P.'M,, and 7 P. M,,
were preaching services. As the visiting brother,
was my privilege to do the preaching. To preach was
leasure, with people listening as they did. I do not
w when I have enjoyed a week so well. All seemed
e hungry for something.

We invited those who desired to stay after the night
vice to talk with us. One of the native leaders sat
Mr. Higgins, another with me. Members of the
, evangelists and -even officers, began to come.
e were one hundred and twenty confessions and re-
secrations by men and boys; eighty-six by women
l girls. A number of evangelists confessed to sins
immorality, of which we had no way of knowing.
What does it all mean? Mr. Higgins expressed my
ghts when he said, “I thought with my experience
h the negro in America ‘and then out here, that I
] learned them and knew even their thoughts, but I
now that I know very little about them. I am now
y to begin again. These people have opened their
, allowing us to see all that is therein. We have
3 the rusty hinges creaking as they opened. Now
' privilege to help them all we can, not only
J-return no more to their sins but that they may
d into holier and fuller lives.”

ive to call his thoughts sin was a new side

s Lusambo station the last eight months have been
of trial. Due to the transferring of two
“families from Lusambo to other stations and the
ing about of the program of work to a certain ex-
the rumor got out that the mission village and work
Lusambo were to be closed. This rumor had a tre-
L1dous effect upon the work of the station and there
rted a decline in interest, in attendance and in church

After consulting a colleague I wrote Mulumbu to
stand by his job on the ground tbat he was not yet
actually married to the girl or to the tribe. That now
is a fine time to stiffen his backbone against a custom
that will cost him even dearer if he knuckles under to
it. That we will never get far with the evangelization
of his people until many of their marriage customs are
abandoned. I wonder which will win out in this case,
the mother-in-law or the Gospel?

THE REVIVAL AT LUSAMBO.
REev. P.

SMITH.

to his character. I think that I once heard a native
admit his laziness, but he did not rate it among his
sins. At Lusambo onc evangelist said, “I have preached
and preached, but I have been lazy. I might have been
doing some house to house visitation, or I might have
done some of this personal work about whlch you
preached, but I did not.” A washjack confessed to
laziness in that since he had been a Christian he had
never done any active work. He could have been do-
ing personal work or preaching somewhere every Sunday.

Twenty-one women confessed to gross sin. Many
confessed to anger and fighting. The women came to
Mrs. Higgins at her home after the night services, the
native pastor’s wife assisting her. They came to Mrs.
Higgins at other times also. One said, “I knew I had
done wrong and was not happy. Now that I have
confessed it is off my heart and I am happy once more.”

The last night we asked all who had confessed to
us to make a public confession before their fellow-
men. We kept telling them that only God could forgive
sins and that they should confess to Him and ask Him
to keep them from sinning.

The remembrance of that week will always be a
blessing to me. I had never seen God’s Spirit work-
ing in the hearts of these people as during this week. 1
cannot belicve that all who confessed will return to
their sins. It remains for us to shepherd the flock. Let
us remember Christ’s words to Peter, “Feed my lambs.”
Some of them will always be lambs. The prayers of the
natives, and Mr. and Mrs. Higgins were answered.
“The cfiectual, fervent prayer of a rightcous man avail-
eth much.” The spirit of Christian love and harmony
between the natives and missionaries at Lusambo bore
fruit during our meeting. May God’s richest blessing
be with us as we work and live with those for whom
Christ died.

SOME RESULTS OF THE REVIVAL AT LUSAMBO.
W. W. Hiceins.

offerings. The crisis was reached in February. Special
sessions were held with the church officers for the pur-
pose of prayer and instruction. Earnest prayers were
made, that the spiritual life of Lusambo station might
be saved. The backward sweep was checked, but there
we stood, seemingly unable to make any great headway
in regaining the ground we had lost. Just at this point,
in one of the interesting chapters of Lusambo’s history,
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