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fest of the time. In fact, the last night

stayed at his place, had the Lord’s
upper in the afternoon. David and
s work is an inspiration to any and
i1’ who come in contact with him. His
e helps him very much, also. Al-
though the R. C. priest, who works
in(that section is continually worrying
he tells all his teachers to do as
)5 v1d is doing, quit building their
Sheds in the middle of the road, build
fFfence around the church shed and
- this fence build the evangelist’s

h lm,

HE religion of the African is not
in reality a religion, but a sys-
‘ tem of superstitions.. They be-
lieve that “Nzambi” (the Great Spmt),
fter creating the world, left it to it’s
ate. They do not belleve that death
eomes naturally, but that some evil
2spirit or witch 1s responsible. For this
‘ n the witch doctor or “medicine
plays a great part in the religi-
¢ of the people. He occupies
¥ne position in authority as did
gerers and magicians in Egypt
gL haraoh’s time. The witch is
k0 settle all questions of mys-
d; doubt. All he must do is to
s medicines and charms and
ry is solved. His word is

ery village has a witch doctor.
gs go wrong, people dying,
killed in the hunt, f‘unme
witch doctor must be con-
Sometimes they must send to
¢ village or tribe for him. He
e to come until a large fee
advance. This is only the
of the robbery. He brings
a large number of charms and
'to be worn for various pur-
gocording to the need. It may
Keep away snakes, leopards or
} 8, it may be to assure the wear-
er. of success in hunting or trading,

house. David’s wife is a great help
to him in his work.

On this trip seventy-nine adults and
ten infants were baptized in the eleven
villages where we examined the cate-
chumens. The work is moving along
well. :

At one village an old man, whose
word seemed to be respected, sat on
the ground with a small dirty rag for
clothes. He said he was in *“mourning”
for his son, who had lately died. May
we mourn for these poor people who
are dying without Christ.

BAKETE SUPERSTITIONS.

R. F. CLEVELAND.

it may be to cause the death of an
enemy, or it may be worn as a sort
of “good luck” charm, like the rabbit’s
foot worn by the old timer at home.
The “medicine man” is truly a “quack”
in every sense of the word. When he
departs from a village he leaves death
and poverty behind him, but takes with
him a great quantity of wealth.

The witch doctor has been rejected
and driven out of most of the villages
which have been touched by the gospel.
Still some of them are carrying on
their work in secret. Especially is this
true among the Big Bakete occupying
the territory around “Bulape” (pro-
nounced Bu-la-pay), our new Congo
Missicn station.

The Balkete are deathly afraid of one
of their number, whom they believe to
have a “mufong” (a witch), with pow-
er to kill some one. They have great
faith in the “cifafa” (poison cup), in
pointing out a witch, and willingly con-
sent to take the test in order to prove
their innocency when accused, believ-
ing thoroughly that only the guilty
die. The poison is made and adminis-
tered: by the witch-doctor. It is made
from a root, beaten to a powder and
mixed with water. One person is usu-
ally given five large cupfuls. When
some one dies. the witch-doctor is asked
to point out the witch who is responsi-
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