- A :
. SBRINION,
, nﬁmvnnnn DEC. “ 1§, 1822_,‘
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE,
TOE’E OBSERVED A9 A '
‘DAY OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING -

AND PRAYER.

\

© Bx JAMES RICHARDS, D.D. /727

{Published by the request of the hearers.]

NEWARK;
PRINTED BY JOHN TUTTLE & Co.

1823,

%f?fﬂf”%



.. ,‘”SERMbNL‘{i}"_‘:" :

"PSALM va. 11. i

. THOU CROWNEST 'rlm YEAE WITI{ 'rmt GOO;DN‘E

THE goodness of God is one of the most con-'
splcuous attributes of his nature,—-and when
comp’ivehenswely viewed be' conmdered as

, embracmg the whole (‘ his ‘moral perfectmns.
* His very justice in punishing the finally ebdurate,.
is but an -expression of his goodness towards his

kingdem at large, as every one can percelve ;

- who admits that order among his creatures is es-
~ gential to their happmess Even his truth, his
( hangeablez truth 1s only _another form of:tha

" end everlastmg kmgdom
“his boundless goodness necessarily draws after it
‘his infallible truth ; for if we could suppose it
possible that he should prove unfaithful or un-

' true, the happmess of his friends.would instant- .

ly be overthmwn, and theu' bmghtest hopes
 swept away. .

The living oracles teach that « God is. love,
and love of the miost disinterested and diffusive
character. They represent him as an infinite
fountain of’ love, ‘continually pouring out streams
of kindness and beneficence to his ‘creatures.
What else but'a ben

j lence thus, commumcatwe /
and l@pundless, could have induced him to give,
ﬂbli‘th tp the numerous orders of bemgs which peo-
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ple the vast universe, and to make so liberal a pros
vision for their wants ? If the self-existept Creat
had not delighted in their happiness, cren
never have begun ; all would hay
from the tallest seraph that burns and
fore his throne, to the insect that flutt
summer’s sun and dies. - That He. shoul
beings to make them wiserable, isimpo;
seeing he could have no- motive 0
you suppose him disinterestedly. malevolent;
an idea at once blasphemous of the Creator, . a
contradicted by all ghe operations of. his. s
That He should create #em with an indif ere
to. their happiness or misery, is to suppose hi
act without an end,—a sentiment equally incom
patible with his 'Wisd'qm, and his goodness, and
alike contfary to every man’s experience and el
servation. " ke Bty e
The truth is, that independent of the. scti
tures, God has not left himself without witnesg.
that " he is good and does good continually
Every Wher‘e do we behold the proofs. of h
Ak;ihd’and'quder-wdrking hand. In all the form
of sensitive existence which crowd the world we
inhabit,—the carth,—the air,—the. sea, - wh
a train of canses do we notice, all :subord
nated to the great purpose of benevolence, s
leading to safety or enjoyment in the
Take up any single class of beings, andh
classes are almost innumerable,é—ob erVe
cirecumstances in which they commence
- istence, the provision which is made {or 1
port, the numerous sources of their epjoy
and the multiplied means of their defence;a
will be‘alike astonished at the depths.of F

o
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vine wisdom; and of the Divine goodness. Take a
still wider view—and contemplate the almost in--
finitely diversified orders of creatures in this lower
world ; mark how closely one order is linked to.
another, and by what various means they con-.
tribute to each other’s welfare,—while the benefi-
cent ‘care of the Creator is extended to them all.
—a care as minute and as comprehensive, as if
each were the only object of his attention,—and
you caﬁhard‘ly fail to exelaim with the Psalmist—
“ 0, Lord how manifold are thy works ! in wis-
dom‘hast thou made them all.”  But if in wis-
dom,—then in goodness ;—for nothing is wise
in the Psalmist’s sense of the expression, which
is mot also good ; and therefore he adds,
% The earth is full of thy riches, and so is the
great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping
and innumerable, both small and great beasts.”

. It-was natural to his devout and contemplative i

mind to give this excursive range to his thoughts ;
and it was wuseful as it, was natural ; for the more
he considered God’s works, the more he saw of
his greatness and goodness; and the more exalted
were his thanksgiving and praise. While how-
ever God’s ‘goodness to his cre‘aturgs at large; was .
often the subject of his attention—more frequent- -
ly,-and in tones of ‘deeper feeling, do we find
him dwelling upori the goodness of God towards
man, his poor rebellious creature man. . This.
was the subject which. strung his sacred lyre, and
tuned his voice to melody in the Psalm before us..
Itwas not simply the universal Creator and .
Preserver, that called forth his praise,—but . the
God’ of ‘inef‘cy,-’-‘—thé» God that heareth, prayer,—
and purgeth away the transgression of his people
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—= the God of our salvation” and ¢ the confi-
dence of all the ends of the earth, and of them \t.hat
are afar off upon the sea.” This glorious Being
who «by his strength setteth fast the moun-
tains”—¢ who stilleth the noise of the seas, the
noise of their waves, and the tumult of the peo-

ple”—-this glorious Being exercising a  gov-.

ernment over men gracious and benign‘ant,
powerful and wise, is the immediate objﬁ;t .(?f
the Psalmist’s devout and grateful adoratiom.—
But he adores and praises God chiefly for his

goodness,—goodness which returns to us with:

every morning and evening, and holds its: jpy-
ful course through the various seasons’to the
close of the year. '

«Thou makest the outgoings of the morning
and evening to rejoice,—thou - visitest thfa iea;:th
and waterest it,—thou greatly enrichest 1t with
the. river of God which is full of water,——fhou
preparest them corn when thou hast so provsdgd
for it,—thou waterest the ridges thereof: gbqnd-
antly,—thou settlest the furrows thereof,f—;hpu
makest it soft with showers,—thou blessest the
springing thereof,—THOU CROWNEST THE YEAR
wiTH THY GoopnEss, and thy paths drop fat-
ness; they drop upon the pastures of the wil(%er-
ness, and the little hills rejoice on every side.
The pastures are clothed with flocks ; the ‘val-
leys also are covered ever with corn ;. thgy shout
for joy ; they also sing.”’ Anfl shall not man
sing, for whom all these mercies are er)ught,
and on whom this- unwearied goodness 18 be-
stowed? Shall he not recount the loving 'klndnessﬂ
of the Lord, and praise him with joyful:lips

This is a duty in which the Psalmist. greatly de-
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lighted, and in which we ought to delight.—
The church in all ages has made it a conspicuous
part of her public service ; and the redeemed in
heaven, united with the angelic choir, will never
cease to be engaged in a solemn recognition of
the Divine goodness, and in pouring forth corres-
pondent songs of gratitude and praise.
Assembled in the house of God this morning
at the call of the Chief Magistrate of this State, for
the purpose of performing this most reasonable
duty, let us advert in the first place to some of
those indications of Divine goodness which justify
the call. , +"
We can none of us deny that we have been the

subjects of great and special mercies, which in-
volve us in a debt of gratitude to that almighty
Being on whom we all depend. But how to
bring these before the mind so as most deeply to
affect us, .is -a point of the greatest difficulty.—
Many of our blessings are so common, and have
returned upon us with such uniformity from our
early years, that they are in danger of losing much
of their value in our estimation: Many of them,
though of unspeakable importance, and especial-
ly those of a spiritual kind, are likely to be little
regarded through the blindness of our hearts.
Nay, the very multitude of our mercies, instead of
awakening in us an increased sensibility, too of-
ten has the effect of blunting the sense of obliga-
tion, by leading us to consider what we receive
as a matter of right, rather than as a matter of fa-
vour. Putting ourselves upon our guard there-
fore against the influence of these seductive causes,
let ‘us glance a moment, at the more prominent -
instances of the Divine goodness which this day
call for gratitude and acknowledgment. ’
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1. To a great extent, God has given us health
Zhroughout our borders.. Rarely have the citizens
of this ‘State enJoved a greater. portlon “of this
bIessmg than has been measured out to ‘them the
last year.  Individuals lndeed and here “an
there a nelghbourhood ‘have been vrslted w1th
sickness—but Providence hasbeen gracious.to us,
in hmltmg and restraining this cala.rmty;aa' 1d] as
no’ where permitted any sweeping epldemlc‘ ‘oxr
destroymg pestilence to prevail. In some of our
sister States, it has been otherwrse,—-and hun-
dreds and thousands have been hurried into : n
untimely grave. While we sympathlse Wlth ‘them
under this pamful v181tat10n, it would bew h}ghly
criminial on our part, not- to notxce the kindnéss
of the Lord in spreadmg the wmgs of hls protec-
tlon over us. s )

“Health is one of those favours o "hrch all’ om'
otier blessings in no small degree depend —_
Without' it, what is wealth ? what i is honour ?
and the richest supply of our tempmal wants ?
in vain are our barns filled. with plenty, and our
presses made to burst out with new wine ;" in
vain are our tables loaded with alI the delicacies
of domestic and forelgn chmes, if pale dlsease
confine us to the walls' of a smk room, and We
are compelled to wear out wearisome days: nd
nights in pain and langulshment., Nothln‘
fies,—nothing exhilirates. Every object ¥
ture loses its charms, while our enfeebled
~ depress us, and our debilitated bodtes,
ciate, for all the useful occupatlons 3
ofﬁces of life. They alone who have f

power of disease can fully esnmate ts. prwatlons
and suffermgs—or can duly appreclate the bless-

9 .

ing of health. 1ask such of you as sGod has re-
cently raised from a sick bed and restored again
to your wonted vigour—to your places at your
table and at your fire side—to your endearing in-
ter¢ourse with your families—and to your vari-
ous and useful employments in_society,~—I ask
you, if the blessing of health .be not enhdnced by
its loss ? and if you do not esteem it one of the
precious glfts of life; a favour which should
elaim a tribute of humble and thankful acknowl-
edgment? Ungratefal indeed shall e be, if this
blessmg, enjoyed by so great a portion of the com-
maunity, do not awaken in our bosoms some suita-
ble sense of the Divine goodness, and excite. us
to pour forth our hearts in thankfulness and
praise.

2. God has blessed us also in the seasons of the
year. If the products of the earth have not been
so universally abundant as in some former ' years,

~yet there has been no con51derable failure.—
- Seed time and harvest have been contmued ac-

eording to the Divine promise, and the husband-
man has been permitted to sow in hope, and
reap in mercy,—-and in some cases with joy.—
Bya propitious interchange of sunshine and rain,
the successive fruits of the seasons have been
brought to perfectron—and both the former and
latter harvest have ‘been gathered without loss.
If all have not gathered accordmg to their expec»
tauons, still there i 1s an abundance, and no want

: 1sffeared either to man, or the creatures "which

God has given for the service of man. . ‘Thisis a
felicity common indeed to our country——but
ought not therefore to be passed ovér in ungrate-
ful silence. Tt i BIS owmﬂr to the good hand of God
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upon .us,---the smiles of his gracious providence;,
that our seasons have been so favourable, and par-
ticularly that the closing part of them has been so
‘mild and benignant;, and . calculated to supply
-any deficiencies which might have been appre-
hended from those which preceded. ~Herein we'
remark the super-abounding gdodness of our Cre-
ator and Preserver,—how constant and tender his
care,—and how true it is that his nrercy ‘is above
our thoughts, and better thamr our fears. Letus
ot tefuse to' give thanks unto him, and to bless
his -glorious name—saying with the Psalmist,
«Thou crownest the year with thy goodness, and
thy paths drop fatness.” Were it necessary -on
this subject to make a farther appeal, I might de-
sire you'to contrast your situation with' suffering
Treland, and some parts of British India, in the
-course of the past year, where thousands of -our
fellow beings have been reduced to all the horrors
of famine—and to the pestilence which usually
follows in its train.  Who is it that bhath caused
us to differ ? and why has our cup been made to
run over with goodness, while those more igno-
" yant, and far less guilty than we, have been sub-
jected to the keenest distresses ? - Great God!
it is owing to thine eternal mercy, which is rich
and discriminating as it is free. «Bless the Lord”
‘then “ O my soul, and all that is within me bless
his holy name. ~ Bless the Lord O -my soul, and
forget n(‘)t all his benefits :” He “,redeéméth- thy

.

" life from destruction, and cx'ow‘nleth' thee with
loving kindness and tender mercies.” He * satis-
fieth thy mouth with good things, so that thy

youth is renewed like  the eagles.”

- 3. But-there is another I(?s;s,iljg whlch distin-

guishes us from the great mass of the human

1

,fémil‘% and which calls for our devout and grate-
ful agknowledgment-f-"l’=me@mi the bkssmg ':qf‘*..a

free and enlightened government.

,Civil government is an ordinance of God, and
here are various forms of it, ‘which, when wisely

_administered, may become instrumeiital both-of
_much security and happiness. ‘But of all the
_forms which it has assumed, there is none which
_is so honourable to our pature, so grateful to our
 feelings, and as I apprehend, so compatible with

gour_‘r‘igﬁts, as that whieh ‘has been ‘geﬂérallY‘de;

_nominated a republican form of government,—a

government which knows no privileged ordeks;—

‘but which offers to every man equal security; and

_according to his talents and ‘means, an equal
prospect of honour and success. Such a govern-
ment we have—a government of our own choice

.. —where the rulers and the ruled sustain 'a'ﬁlrf(“.‘,‘ld-
. tion to each other, calculated to produce a high
 sense.of responsibility in the one—and-a. peaceful

subniission to law and good rule in the-othier.

I know that the stability of 'th\is’*?;dvemment'
has often been questioned, and that the “advo-
cates of royalty have predicted its’ early dissolu-

. tion. Grounding‘ their reasonings upon the state’

of seciety -in ancient and ‘modern Europe, and
dpoﬁ the turbulence known to- exist'under cer-
“tain po_pular governments, they have imagined
 that no nation on earth possessed knowledge and
_virtue sufficient to govern itself, independent of
“imperial and hereditary power. But happily for

us, the experiment has shewn’ that their conclu-

sions were false. Our government, -after a trial

~ of thirty years, is found to “be unspeakably more’
.. firm than at the beginning, Tt has a far deeper
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hold of the hearts of the people, and is sustame,d”
both in its -principles and admmlstranon, by the ..
manly voice of millions of freemen, heaggd from
one extremity of the land to ‘the- other. Belov’d
at home  and respected abroad, it stands forth
with proud and enviable distinction, among the
ﬁrst polmcal Institutions of the world AR
It isnot to my present purpose to delmeate the
pecuhar features of our government, or to shew’ :
its happy adaptation to the wants of the people e
but when I reflect upon the broad ‘and equltable L
principles on which it is based—the many’ wise.
and salutary proyisions it embraces—-and more -
than " all, when 1 remember the severe' “tria]
through Wluch it has passed; acquiridg
dence as it has proceeded, I can have nof‘dou ot
for mysejf elther of its strength or its perm n
cy. But suppose it were to. dxssolve to—morrow
where is the man’ who can say it has not been a B
great ‘and ‘inestimable blessing while it lasted ?’ ’
Under itg fostermg hand, how rapld has been
our lmprovement in _science and in: the,’ i
how steadily has every great national mterest o
been pursued and promoted, while every ‘man -
has ,been securely protected in his own rights,
and the most 1mportantfac1ht1es afforded of grad-
ually i mcreasmg in the ‘means of - personal ‘and
social enjoyment.
If we are not contented and happy as a people,
it is not the fault of government ; for. though [
ascribe nelgher unerring wisdom, nor sinless fid
ity to our rulers, : 1 have no hesnaﬂ‘fm 0 sayi .
that both the prmmp,les of our government, aid 7
the genelgal character -of its. administration; ar "
enmled to the. grateful nouce ofa rxsmg ahd PYOS'

- should look on and do nothmg, excep i

13 . - L ?,,1‘1

perons people.
wo,rfd can, there be found at " this moient, ana-

Many are still groaning under the Wroflgs and

oppressions of ages, with little more of hbert;y‘;_g

thati'the cattle in their fields : many " are pressed
down, w1th public burdens, and doomed to yleldf" "
their eammgs to the support of men in theii ciyi].

and ecclesmstrcal eStabhshments, whom they nei- p

ther' love nor venerate, and whom no- agency of

?What poruon of the: habltable

m,all respects,- as free and- happy as’ ours P

theirs can exert. the sma]lest mﬂuence in dis- %

placmg or correcting many are stmgglmg for Y

hberty, under accumulanng d1fﬁculnes, with
scarcely enough of .political science or physmal
strength, to attain the object of their Wlshes

while some in our southern hemisphere, are Just

deed of better times, and- a brighter “da

\emergmg from a_ sea of blood, shed in the de- .
fence of their natural rlghts——wu:h good hope -

,butu.,j-r

A

who have not yet reached that perfect’ orgamia- e T

tion, which will ensure them a quiet and | peace- '

ful order of thmgs O! while we pray for the

prosperity of all natxons, let us not forget those” \
who are strugglmg for civil and. religious hberty,

in whatever part of the globe they may be found;’
and above all, let- us ‘not- forget our Chrlsnan

brethren the Greeks, who are. makmg a tmghty
effort to throw off the yoke of the followers of C

Mahomed,—a yoke of the most cruel despotlsm,
worn for ages by these hapless sufferers. If ey
a nation .deserved the sympathy of the World
they are that nation : and that Christian natlons‘

impede their.exertions, is a matter of just 'surprlse,
at least to those who are unacquainted w;th the



P2

14

selfish policy of European cabinets. But wPhy d.g)‘
T advert to the condition of othe? nations . I‘;‘..lb
to make us grateful for the blessings Whlch is-
tinguish our own. We are a free and mdgpen(—i
dent people, enjoying all the be.neﬁts of 'gqol and
wholesome laivs—unmolested without, an§ b es§¢
be God, undisturbed within. A.nd to thm Ha.re
we indebted for all this ? Ult}matgly, t0 1:111
who holds the destinies of all nations In hlS: hat}h .
who lifts them up and casts them doYvn,———wh.o
e»nlargeth, and straiteneth c.hem again at ; hlS
pleasure. O let us then give thanks unto he
Lord, for his goodness 3” \let. us say I t g
language of David, ¢ Great 1s.the Lord;'1 attl
of great power—his understanfllflg is m m.e‘.3
$ing unto the Lord withéthapksg1v1ng; sing pra :181
upon the harp unto our God, for he hath sfrgggh -
ened -the bars of thy gates ; he hath blesse. thy
children within thee; he fnaketh peac‘evl? ’;hy
porders, and gilleth thee with th? ﬁnest 0 .,t e
wheat—Ie hath not dealt so with any pgﬁ;gn -

i the Lord.” . 7 o

PYZTs%ﬁ: we have other cause to praise blm,fgn(: |
cause of much higher import. - To "h‘zmd @Ze a:s
indebted for our spiritual privileges an Y (l)lp ht
We have been born and educated under the ag;nd
of the gospel,—a light ‘oé tge most-cheering

Zurifying character. 0 /
ﬁ:;fi; %o expiate our sins, fmd ‘Qpe’rn_)thlf twa:z;
for our salvation. }(Iie sent h'n‘lflrfzoi ;;tg};ri I;es‘s’

< @ priest, to disperse our MOral Tot2" ¢

:\Vlf}il :le,achpus the way of qu t_rg]y_; Thq ggsgfzsl

discloses his character, his doctrines, and D1

wdrks,—-éand take

Psalms, and the Prophets,

sent his Son _from‘

1 in connection with Moses,.the
" presents 2 copious
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and all-sufficient revelation of the Divine will
This revelation constitutes the BrsLe,—a book
which we have all had in our hands from our
very infancy,—and whose infinitely important
truths have been expounded to us, by one means
or another, from our childhood to the present
hour. This blessed Book gives form to our reli-
gion,—is the chief foundation of our morality,—
-and may be assigned as the principal caise, that
our morality is both more pure and extensive
than the morality of Greece or Rome, or any
of the nations composing the heathen world. To
this in like manner are we indebted, in no small
degree, for the wisdom and equity of our laws,
and for the mild and benignant character of all
our civil institutions. - :
Looking no farther then than the present life,
we are bound to give thanks unto God for the
pure and sacred light of the gospel. It has shed
‘a propitious influence upon all our earthly inter-
‘ests. It has taught us the value of our social re-
lations—marked out with precision their appro-
priate duties,—and furnished the most powerful
motives to a faithful discharge of them. We are
better fathers and sons,—better mothers and
daughters,—better husbands and wives,—better
and happier in all our relations, than if the light
of the blessed gospel had never dawned upon our
shores. But this is the least part of the blessing.
Thegospel contemplates us in the light of im-
mortal beings, and makes provision for, while
it: discloses our immortality. It points out the

_true and only path to heaven. It tells us that

God will forgive sin, and the conditions on which,_
he will forgive it. It calls us all to repentance
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and bids us believe on the name of the only
begotten Son of God ; and to the performance of
these duties, it annexes the gracious pror'ni‘.ser of
pardon and life everlasting. It pours a full and
‘consoling light upon the character of God, and
the paths of his providence ; it teaches us plainly
‘what we are by nature, and what we must be by
grace : Ina word, it furnishes abundant matter
of instruction on all that pertains to our spiritual
and immortal concerns, and may properly be de-
signated « The Word of life.”

In all this, we say nothing of the use which we

make of it, or of the consequences which. may
follow upon its abuse. Like all our other mercies,
it may be the means of raising _us.to f(hohpgr,gnd
felicity,—or sinking us to greater depths of woe.

1t is sufficient for our present purpose, to consider
it~as an appropriate and indispensable mean of

salvation, which should. call forth the loudest
notes of thanksgiving and praise. ’
1 add to this, that it is not only the means of

grace so abundantly enjoyed that ought to awa-

ken our gratitude, but the blessing of God "upon
these means. Several of our towns and villages,

t0 the number of fifteen or twenty, have been

visited by the special out-pouring of theSpirit

the last year, and -large accessions have been

made to the number of the faithful. Seldom

has this State witnessed a more gracious Vi_sita;ion.,

And though, as to this town and vicinity, it has

been a year of spiritual drought and. barrenness,
i > " 4 ¥ ; : T

a circumstance which calls for humiliation, it

need not—and it ought not to repress our joy

and’ thanksgiving for the mercies vouchsafed tg-

7.

others. ‘Liet ‘us ‘exalt and praise the King of
Ziow for ‘what he hath donie}~ and ‘the wider -
our circle of vision' extends, “the: greater be our
raptvre, and the more exalted: our song Ev-
ery, fres!l convegsion' among sinners, ‘gives new
mgp;rauon-to the joy of angels. Why sh’oii‘ld'?i‘*tf'
not move the hearts of God’s people on earth ?.
But how 'shall we ‘testify our thankfalness; t(‘)""-.:\
God, for this and all his other mercies? - T have
said, that we should praise him,—and pr-a,ise' him"
with joyful lips; and I add, thatthis . sligutd 'be’ -
done both publicly and privately,—<in ouf ¥e
gious assemblies and around our family. altars,:
in our prayers, and songs of melody. Butin ex-
e.rc'lsing and expressing our gratitude to God, va:
rious things are requisite. It is necessary to pre-
serve in our minds, a particular and affectionate
recollection of his mercies. Without this, we shafl'*
neither be thankful, nor'show forth our ‘thankfals"
ness in a manner acceptable to our great ‘Bene-
factor. It is mecessary to maintain upon our’
hearts, a deep and powerful sense of the obliga- |
tions, under which his mercies have laid us. They
bind us' to a grateful remembrance of Him,---to
high and adoring thoughts of his goodness,---and
to.a ready‘and;?aéhéerful: consecration of all our
powers and‘means to hié”sefvi«ie; _ This is what
we owe indeed from our creation,—from our na-
tural and necessary depéndence upon him as the
physical and moral Governor of the world; but
the obligation is deépeﬁé‘dv by his unceasing care
over us, and his merciful attention to our wants.
Our sénse of obligation” ought therefore to keep
pace with his g()(():finess,-—'—a‘nd this goodness should

-




18

strike us the more, because bestowed on creatures
- the most ill-deserving. This is the very essence
of gratitude; and [ know of no better way of ex-
pressing it, than by yielding a cheerful obedience
to God’s commands,—praising hipn in- the man-
ner before mentioned,—and carefully imit‘ating-

his goodness. ‘This last, the Apostle has assured

us, is"among the sacrifices with which God is well
pleased, and itis a sacrifice in the highest degree
réasonable. Do we subsist upon his bounty ? and
should we speedily fall into suffering and _want,
were he to withhold the kindness of his hand ? How
just and suitable is it, that we should lock. with
compassion upon others, and extend to them our
charitable regards 7 Have we the poer among,
us ? They are God’s receivers ; nor can we neg-
lect them without insulting bis authority, and
despising the riches of his goodness. -« Who hath
made thee to differ 7 and what hast thou, that
thou hastnot received ? and wherefore hast thou
received it ? Is it not that, as a faithful steward
of God’s bounty, thou mayest kindly and prompt-
1y administer to those that stand in need ? _ Hear
then the cry of the widow and the orphan;=-

and turn not away from the poor that @re with-
in thy gates. To-day the Father of mercies ia*
vites us to imitate his goodness,—to cast an eye .
round upon the habitations of poverty,and by

* our charities, to make glad the hearts of ‘the ¢chils -

dren of want and of sorrow. The season of the
year, as well as the solemn service  of the,day,
renders this duty peculiarly appropriate. - “Ffee-
ly we have received—freely letus give.” - And
may He who loves and rewards the cheerful
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giver, remember us in mercy, in the day when
the rich and the poor shall meet together, before
* his spotless and eternal throne.—AMEN. . .

5 Sy




