Digitized by GOOS[€



STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES




Chicago Bistorical Society’'s
COLLECTION

—_—

Vol. IX.



Digitized by DOO%—Q



CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS—VOL. IX.

THE DIARY OF
JAMES K. POLK

DURING HIS PRESIDENCY 1845 To 1849

NOW FIRST PRINTED FROM
THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT
OWNED BY THE SOCIETY

EDITED AND ANNOTATED BY

MILO MILTON QUAIFE

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR IN THE LEWIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
ANDREW CUNNINGHAM McLAUGHLIN

HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

IN FOUR VOLUMES

VOL. IV.

PUBLISHED FOR THE SOCIETY
By A. C. McCLURG & CO.
CHICAGO

1910



COPYRIGHT
By A. C. McCLURG & COMPANY
A. D. 1910

Entered at Stationers’ Hall, London, England

Publication Commiltee:
Dr. O. L. SCHNIDT
GEORGE MERRYWEATHER
S. H. KErFooOT, JR.

A special edition of §00 copies is issued for the Society

FRINTED - AND* BOUND *BY
THE + PLIMPTON * PRESS
[w+D-0)
NORWOOD * MABS *U*B-A



THE DIARY OF JAMES K. POLK
1845—1849



DIARY OF
JAMES K. POLK
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TUESDAY, 4th July, 1848.— This being the day
appointed for laying the co[ r]ner Stone of the Wash-
ington monument in Washington, and having been
invited by the committee of arrangements to attend
the ceremonies of the occasion, and having deter-
mined, though in feeble health, to do so, I had in-
vited my Cabinet to meet & accompany me at 10
O'Clock this morning. Before that hour the Rev.
Mr. Smith of the Presbyterian church called with
the children composing the sunday school of his
church. There were between two and three Hun-
dred children, who were invited into the East Room
where I met them. It was [an] interesting inter-
view. Mr. Smith made a short address in which
he reminded me that three years ago, being the first
4th of July after my election to the Presidency, he
had visited me with his sunday school, and now that
I had voluntarily determined to retire to private life
on the 4th of March next, they had called again to

pay their respects. I responded in a few words of
. 1
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TUESDAY, 4th July, 1848.— This being the day
appointed for laying the co[ r]ner Stone of the Wash-
ington monument in Washington, and having been
invited by the committee of arrangements to attend
the ceremonies of the occasion, and having deter-
mined, though in feeble health, to do so, I had in-
vited my Cabinet to meet & accompany me at 10
O’Clock this morning. Before that hour the Rev.
Mr. Smith of the Presbyterian church called with
the children composing the sunday school of his
church. There were between two and three Hun-
dred children, who were invited into the East Room
where I met them. It was [an] interesting inter-
view. Mr. Smith made a short address in which
he reminded me that three years ago, being the first
4th of July after my election to the Presidency, he
had visited me with his sunday school, and now that
I had voluntarily determined to retire to private life
on the 4th of March next, they had called again to
pay their respects. I responded in a few words of
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TUESDAY, 4th July, 1848.— This being the day
appointed for laying the co[ r]ner Stone of the Wash-
ington monument in Washington, and having been
invited by the committee of arrangements to attend
the ceremonies of the occasion, and having deter-
mined, though in feeble health, to do so, I had in-
vited my Cabinet to meet & accompany me at 10
O’Clock this morning. Before that hour the Rev.
Mr. Smith of the Presbyterian church called with
the children composing the sunday school of his
church. There were between two and three Hun-
dred children, who were invited into the East Room
where I met them. It was [an] interesting inter-
view. Mr. Smith made a short address in which
he reminded me that three years ago, being the first
4th of July after my election to the Presidency, he
had visited me with his sunday school, and now that
I had voluntarily determined to retire to private life
on the 4th of March next, they had called again to

pay their respects. I responded in a few words of
. 1
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reply, in which I stated that I remembered their
visit three years ago; that I was then gratified but
not more than I was upon this occasion. There were
a number of persons present who witnessed the cere-
mony. At 10 O'Clock, the Cabinet assembled; all
the members present. Accompanied by the Cabinet
and escorted by Gen'l Walton, the U. S. marshall of
the D. C., and his Deputies, and by a troop of horse
commanded by Col. May of the U. S. Army, we were
conducted in carriages to the City Hall where the
procession was formed and moved to the site of the
Washington monument on the Banks of the Potomac
and South of the President’s mansion. I witnessed
the ceremony of laying the corner stone, and heard
an address delivered by Mr. Speaker Winthrop of
the Ho. Repts. I returned to the President’s House
and in about an hour, at the request of Gen’l Quit-
man, I received the military on horseback. They
were drawn up to receive me in Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. This afternoon Dr. Rayburn arrived, bearing
despatches & the ratified Treaty with Mexico. He
stated that Mr. Sevier was sick at New Orleans &
had requested him to bring on the Treaty. Mr.
Sevier would ascend the Mississippi River. I im-
mediately saw the Secretary of State and caused a
proclamation ! to be prepared announcing officially
the definitive conclusion of peace with Mexico. At
about 11 O’Clock at night I signed the Proclamation.
I desired to sign it on the anniversary of Independ-
ance. My Private Secretary & Mr. H. C. Williams
were engaged until a late hour to-night copying a

1 Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, IV, 627.
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message which I had prepared to Congress on laying
the Treaty before them for Legislative action.

This being a regular evening for receiving com-
pany a large crowd attended. There were many
strangers in the City who had come to witness the
laying the corner stone of the Washington Monu-
ment. The East room and all the parlours were
lighted up. The marine band attended and played
south of the mansion. I retired at a late hour ex-
ceedingly fatigued.

WEDNESDAY, 5th July, 1848.— 1 convened the
Cabinet at 1015 O’Clock this morning, all the mem-
bers attended. I read to them the message which
I had prepared to send to Congress, on laying the
ratified Treaty with Mexico before that body. It
was carefully examined and its various parts freely
discussed. Some modifications, not affecting its sub-
stance, were made at the suggestion of different mem-
bers of the Cabinet. It was my intention to have it
sent to Congress to-day, but about 2 O’Clock P. M.
I learned from Mr. Buchanan that the do[c]uments
to accompany it could not be prepared in time to
be transmitted to-day. After the Cabinet adjourned
I read the message to Mr. Ritchie, who approved it
in all its parts. I transacted some other business to-
day. The Marine Band played on the grounds this
afternoon. Many persons attended. I was too
much fatigued to go out.

THURSDAY, 6th July, 1848.— I saw company this
morning. A number of persons, and among them
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several members of Congress, called. I transmitted
a message ' to both Houses of Congress to-day lay-
ing before them the ratified Treaty with Mexico and
recommending that legislative provision be made to
carry its stipulations into effect. It was near 3
O’Clock P. M. before the Documents to accompany
the Treaty were prepared at the State Department.
Among the documents transmitted were the instruc-
tions to Mr. Slidell upon his appointment as minis-
ter to Mexico, in November, 1845. These Instruc-
tions were called for by Resolution of the Ho. Repts.
at an early period of the present Session, and in a
message to that House 1 declined to furnish the in-
structions, deeming their publication in the then
state of our relations with Mexico to be incompatable
with the public interests. Upon the conclusion of
a definitive Treaty of peace with Mexico, the rea-
sons for with-holding them at that time no longer
exist.

Mr. Walker, the Secretary of the Treasury, called
this morning [and said] that he had been informed
by Vice President Dallas that he had been applied to
by a person now in this City (but whose name I do
not remember) and informed that he was author-
ized by the Queen of Spain & her husband to ascer-
tain whether, if a channel was opened affording an
opportunity, the U. S. would make an overture to
purchase the Island of Cuba. After conversing with
Mr. Walker upon the subject I requested him to

! Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, IV, 587~
593. For message and accompanying documents, see H. Ex.
Doc. 69, 30 Cong. 1 Sess. VIII.
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ask Mr. Dallas to call and see me. He left & in
less than two hours returned in company with Mr.
Dallas. Mr. Dallas repeated the statement which
Mr. W. had made to me. Mr. Dallas added that
the gentleman referred to was a lawyer of Philadel-
phia of good standing. He said he was a native of
Spain and was the agent of [the] Queen of Spain
in the investment of a large sum of her private for-
tune in this country and in Cuba, and that he had
great confidence in his representations. I then in-
formed Mr. Dallas confidentially of the despatch
which had been sent to Mr. Saunders, our minister
at Madrid, authorizing him, if circumstances were
favourable, to make an offer to purchase the Island
of Cuba. I informed Mr. Dallas if he would call
at the State Department he could read the despatch.
I then authorized Mr. Dallas to say to the person
to whom he referred that as soon as he produced the
evidence of his authority to act in the matter the
U. S. would make the offer to purchase the Island,
but that he must do this upon his own authority &
not in the name of the Government. I asked Mr.
Dallas if the U. S. could afford to pay one hundred
millions of Dollars for Cuba, to which he at once
answered in the affirmative, and thought it would
be a good bargain at that.

Gen'l Pillow & Gen’l Cadwallader called. Gen’l
Pillow informed me that he had learned that much
conversation was being had in the City to the effect
that the reason I had not heretofore sent in to the
Senate the nomination of the Gen'l officers of the
army appointed during the last recess was to favour
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him, & the fear on my part that his (Gen'l P.’s) nom-
ination might be rejected by the Senate. Gen’l P.
remarked that he desired that I should be relieved
from so false an imputation, & that he himself should
be relieved from any imputation of a desire that I
should withhold the nomination of the other offi-
cers, and therefore he desired that I would send in
the nominations and his with them. He said he
would prefer to be himself rejected, rather than rest
under the imputation that he stood in the way of
my sending in the nominations of the other officers.
Gen’l Cadwallader confirmed Gen'l P.’s statement
as to the conversations going on in the Hotels on the
subject, and advised me to nominate all the officers
appointed in the recess including Gen’l Pillow’s
[Pillow]. I stated that the officers alluded to,
including Gen’l Pillow, appointed in the last
recess of the Senate, would be in commission,
under the Constitution, until the close of the Ses-
sion of the Senate, and that as the war was now
over and these officers would probably be discharged
before the adjournment of the Senate, it would seem
to be useless to send in their nominations. Both
Gen’l Pillow & Gen'l Cadwallader repeated the
opinion that I should send in the nominations. I
finally told them I would consult the Secretary of
War on the subject, & would be disposed to defer
to his judgement. After they left I sent for the Sec-
retary of War, who thought under all the circumstan-
ces I had better send in the nominations. I attribute
the conversations & complaints out of doors on the
subject to Gen’l Quitman, who has importuned me
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personally & through his friends to send his nom-
ination to the Senate. Indeed, I was informed sev-
eral days ago that he had remarked that if I did
not send in his nomination he would make an issue
withme. I informed Mr. Jacob Thompson of Miss.,
of what I had heard of Gen’l Quitman’s remarks,
on the evening of the 4th Instant. Mr. Thompson
called to see me again on yesterday morning,
and informed me that he had seen Gen’l Quitman,
who denied that he had made such a remark, though
he was very desirous to have his nomination sent in.
I am still of opinion that the complaints about the
Hotels have proceeded from remarks made by Gen’l
Quitman. I told Gen’l Cadwallader to-day that if
I was certain of this I would not send in Gen’l Quit-
man’s nomination. I told Gen’l C,, also, that Gen’l
Pillow had never intimated a wish upon the subject
until the present conversation, and that the nomina-
tions had not been held back at his instance or de-
sire. Upon a conferrence with the Secretary of War
to-day it was determined to issue an order for dis-
banding all the officers who engaged to serve during
the war with Mexico, who were now in the U. S. &
detached from their respective commands, on the
15th Instant.

To-day I prepared my decision on the proceedings
of the Court of Enquiry in the case of Maj'r Gen'l
Pillow. Concurring with the Court in their con-
clusion that no further military proceedings in the
case were required by the public interests, I ap-
proved their conclusion & acquitted Gen’l Pillow of
any censure. I did not concur with the Court in
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all their findings and inferences from them, but I
did not deem it necessary to say anything in relation
" to the findings, but confined myself to an approval of
the conclusion at which the Court had arrived.

FRrIDAY, 7th July, 1848 — Several persons called
this morning and among them some most impor-
tunate office seekers. Of the latter was John D. Mc-
Crate, esqr., a member of the last Congress, from
Maine. He applied to me to be appointed one of
the commissioners to adjudicate claims under the
Mexican Treaty, and informed me that he had ob-
tained the signatures of all the Democratic Senators
except three and a majority of the Democratic mem-
bers of the Ho. Repts. recommending him for the
office. It has become very customary for office-seek-
ers to importune members of Congress recommend-
ing them [to recommend them] and it is to be re-
gretted that members of Congress generally sign
papers of this sort as a matter of accommodation to
those who apply to them, and without knowing or
caring whether the person recommended is fit for
the office or'not. In this case one member told me
on yesterday that he had signed the recommenda-
tion, and expressed his doubts whether Mr. McC.
ought to be appointed. Very little reliance is to be
placed in such recommendations. I gave Mr. Mc-
Crate no promise. In truth no law has yet been
passed authorizing the appointment of such commis-
sioners. After 12 O'Clock I saw Mr. Buchanan,
Mr. Marcy, and Mr. Mason, all of whom advised
me to send [to the Senate] the nominations of Maj'r
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Gen’ls Pillow & Quitman & Brig. Gen'ls Cushing
& Price. My own judgment was against it, as be-
ing unnecessary now that the war with Mexico is
over (see this Diary of yesterday) but I yielded
to their advice and that of others, and sent the nom-
inations to the Senate. I saw several public officers
& transacted much public business to-day. In the
evening several members of Congress called to see
and consult me about public affairs. The slavery
question as connected with the establishment of Ter-
ritorial Governments in Oregon, New Mexico, &
Upper California, was the chief subject of Conver-
sation. Among the members who called were
Messrs. Cobb of Georgia, Houston of Al., Bowden *
of Al, McLane of Maryland, & Senator Sebastian
of Arkansas. Mr. Birdsall of N. York called &
urged me to remove from office Ben'j F. Butler and
other Barnburners in New York who held office, up-
on the ground that they had bolted from the regular
nominations of the Democratic party for President
& Vice President, & were attempting to organize a
northern or geographical party on the slavery ques-
tion; that they were disorganizers, and that [the]
effect of their movements was to defeat the Demo-
cratic candidates. Mr. Birdsall was exceedingly ex-
cited in his manner & conversation. His tone was dic-
tatorial & affirmative, so much so that I was con-
strained to rebuke him by telling him that I was not
in the habit of being addressed in such a manner.
Before he left he became sensible of the impropriety

! Franklin W. Bowdon, Representative from Alabama 1846-
1851.
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of his conduct, & apologized. I told him that I con-
demned the conduct of Mr. Butler & other disor-
ganizers in New York who had pres[e]nted Mr.
Van Buren for the Presidency, and that those of
them who hold office under the Federal Govern-
ment deserved to be removed, but that I doubted
the propriety of removing them at this time. I told
him that several Northern Senators who concurred
with me as to their inexcusable conduct had ex-
pressed to me the opinion that it would be unwise
to remove them. If removed they would probably
represent themselves as victims; and would appeal to
the people by representing that they were removed
by a President from a slave-state because they were
opposed to permitting slavery in the territories re-
cently acquired in which it did not now exist. This,
I told him, would not be the reason of my action, if
I removed them, but their secession from the Dem-
ocratic party & their efforts to defeat the regular
nominations of the Democratic party. I told him
that their removal would place in the hands of dem-
agogues a weapon in the Northern States by which
Gen'l Cass’s election might be placed in jeopardy.
I found I could not satisfy him. So great was his
excitement & so irrational was he, that my conver-
sation with him was a very unpleasant one.

SATURDAY, &th July, 1848.— 1 saw several per-
sons before the meeting of the Cabinet this morn-
ing. The Cabinet met at the usual hour; all the
members present. After transacting several matters
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of business I informed the Cabinet of the conversa-
tion which Mr. Birdsall of N. York held with me
last evening, urging the removal of Benj. F. Butler
and other office-holders in N. York. I also read
to them a letter of this date from Senator Dickinson
of N. York, urging their removal. I asked the Cab-
inet for their opinion on the subject. They all
agreed that the Barnburners who had bolted from
the regular Democratic nominations in N. Y. & held
office under the Federal Government deserved to be
removed, but Mr. Buchanan & Mr. Toucey advised
against it at this time for fear of its bad effect on
the pending Presidential election. Mr. Buchanan
said he would remove them the moment the election
was over. Mr. Mason, Mr. Walker, & Mr. Marcy
were in favour of their removal. Mr. Johnson ex-
pressed no opinion. I told the Cabinet that I had
sent for Senator Felch & Mr. McClelland of the Ho.
Repts., who are understood to be the confidential
friends of Gen’l Cass, for the purpose of consulting
them on the subject. The Cabinet all concurred in
the propriety of this step. At 6 O’Clock Mr. Felch
& Mr. McClelland called, & I had a full conversa-
tion with them on the subject. They both thought
that the removals would operate prejudicially to
Gen'l Cass'[s] election. They informed me that
they had within a day or two consulted with Demo-
cratic members of Congress in both Houses from
the free States other than New York, & that the
opinion was general [that] though the Barnburn-
ers who held office in N. Y. deserved to be removed,
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it would be highly inexpedient to make the removals
at this time. Mr. Felch & Mr. McClelland advised
me not to make the removals.

My nephew, James H. Walker, who is a Captain
in the Regiment of Voltigeurs, arrived in Washing-
ton on yesterday, direct from Mexico. He has been
in service since the commencement of the Mexican
Woar, first as an assistant Quarter-master (in which
capacity he accompanied Col. Yell’'s Regiment from
Arkansas) and afterwards as Captain in the Regi-
ment of Voltigeurs. Upon my invitation he took
apartments in the President’s House.

SuNDAY, gth July, 1848.— The weather to-day
was cloudy and damp and unusually cool for the
season. I am still somewhat feeble from my late
indisposition and did not attend church to-day.
Mrs. Polk remained at home also, and did not at-
tend church.

MONDAY, 10th July, 1848 —1 saw many persons
this morning. After 12 O’Clock I saw the Secre-
tary of War and several other public officers, and
transacted business in my office as usual. I had a
long interview with Senator Bright of Indiana in
relation to the adjustment of the Missouri compro-
mise line as respects slavery, in the organization of
Territorial Governments in Oregon, New Mexico,
& California. I urged the public importance of the
settlement of the question, in [order] to allay excite-
ment, prevent the organization of geographical par-
ties, & preserve the harmony of the Union. Mr.



188] JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY 13

Bright thought it would be settled by the adoption
of the phraseology employed in the Resolutions for
the annexation of Texas. In the evening I saw Mr.
Venable of N. C. & Mr. Haralson of Georgia on
the same subject, both of whom agreed to vote for
the Texas compromise. Whilst these gentlemen
were in my office Gen’l Pillow called, and desiring
to see me alone they retired to my Private Secretary’s
office. Gen’l P. was excited, & after holding some
conversation with him on other subjects he informed
me of what I had before heard, that Mr. Stevens?
of Georgia in debate in the House to-day had gone
out of his way to abuse Gen’l P. personally, by apply-
ing to him the epithet “ infamous,” & other like
terms. Gen'l P. informed me that he had been in
search of Mr. Stevens all the afternoon, that he had
been twice at his boarding house, but could not find
him, and that he was determined to flog him on sight.
I advised him against it, for although Mr. Stevens
might deserve a castigation, that the Whig Party
would endeavour to make political capital out of it
by representing that an officer of the army was at-
tempting to browbeat Congress and restrain the lib-
erty of debate. I advised him at all events to post-
pone it. Mr. Venable & Gen'l Haralson returned
when Gen'l Pillow retired. Without knowing what
conversation had passed between Gen’'l Pillow and
myself, Mr. Venable, when he rose to retire, re-
quested me to see Gen’l P. and advise him not to in-
terrupt Stevens. Mr. V. had heard Mr. S.’s speech

! Alexander H. Stephens, afterwards Vice-President of the
Southern Confederacy.
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in the House. I requested Mr. V. to call and see
Gen'l Pillow himself, on his return to his lodgings.
He said he would do so. Mr. Bowden of Alabama
called after night. He is taking a deep interest to
have the slavery question settled on the Texas or Mis-
souri compromise line. He called to see me on that
subject.

TUESDAY, 11th July, 1848 —1 saw a number of
persons this morning on business. My - brother,
Maj'r Wm. H. Polk of the 3rd Dragoons, U. S.
army, arrived from Mexico this morning. He is
thin in flesh and is far from being as athletic and vig-
orous as he was when he entered the service. He
took apartments in the President’s House. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury called before the hour of meet-
ing of the Cabinet, but, having business at the Cap-
itol, left and returned about 1 O’Clock P. M. The
other members of the Cabinet assembled at the usual
hour. Several matters of business were considered
and disposed of. Resolutions of the Ho. Repts. call-
ing for information on several points connected with
the manner of prosecuting the war with Mexico, &
particularly the establishment of temporary civil
Governments in the conquered provinces, were de-
livered to me by Mr. Campbell, the Clerk of the
Ho. Repts., this morning. They were passed on yes-
terday on the motion of Mr. Stevens of Georgia,
who, I learn, made a violent, vindictative [vindic-
tive] speech,’ & one personally abusive of me. It

1 Globe, 30 Cong. 1 Sess. 910-913. The resolutions are in
H. Journal, 30 Cong. 1 Sess. 1010-1012.
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was in the same speech that he took occasion to ca-
lumniate Gen'l Pillow (see this Diary of yesterday).
The Resolutions are readily answered, though it will
take some time to collect the information called for.
The Secretary of War presented various details con-
nected with the destination of the army, and partic-
ularly the corps which should be ordered to Oregon,
California, & New Mexico. These were disposed
of, & being indisposed, the Cabinet dispersed & I
retired to my chamber about 2 O’Clock P. M. This
being reception evening a number of persons called.

WEDNESDAY, I2th July, 1848.— 1 spent the morn-
ing as usual until 12 O’Clock in receiving company.
I saw the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War,
and the attorney General on official business. I was
somewhat indisposed to-day, but remained in my
office & transacted business until dinner, & then re-
tired to my chamber. The Marine band played on
the President’s grounds this afternoon, but I did not
attend. I learn that after much discussion to-day,
the Senate agreed to a Resolution' referring the
Oregon-bill and my message in relation to the or-
ganization of Territorial Government in California
& New Mexico to a select committee of 8 members,
four from the North & four from the South, and an
equal number of each political [party]. The ob-
ject was to see if a proposition of compromise upon
the subject of slavery in these territories could be
agreed upon. I learn that Ambrose H. Sevier of

1 8. Journal, 30 Cong. 1 Sess. 465. The committee created is
usually known as the ““ Clayton Compromise committee.”
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Arkansas, one of the commissioners sent to Mexico
with the ratified Treaty with Mexico, reached this
City this evening.

Maj'r Wm. H. Polk of the 3rd Dragoons, U. S.
Army, left this morning to visit his wife in New
York. He will return in a few days. After night
Mr. Geo. S. Houston of Al. called with a friend.

THURSDAY, I 3th July, 1848 — A number of per-
sons called this morning. A Delegation of the Iowa
tribe of Indians called. Col. Sevier of Arkansas,
late commissioner to Mexico, called. He reached
this city last evening. I saw and transacted business
with Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Marcy, & Mr. Toucey. 1
was engaged a part of the day in preparing my mes-
sage in answer to the Resolutions of the Ho. Repts.
of the 1oth Instant, calling for information in rela-
tion to New Mexico & Upper California. The Sec-
retary of War informed me that the Military Court
of Enquiry in Gen’l Pillow’s case had taken the rec-
ord of their findings back, & after having had it for
some time had returned it to him this morning. On
examining it I found that they had made no change
in it, except to substitute the word * arguments ” for
“ inducements ” in that part of their finding which
relates to Gen’l Pillow’s correspondence with Gen’l
Scott. In the paper as it first stood they say they
condemn the *inducements,” and in the paper as
amended they say they condemn the ‘ arguments”
offered by Gen’l Pillow to Gen’l Scott for not alter-
ing his official Report of the battles of Contreras &
Cherubusco. Upon an inspection of the correspond-
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ence it is apparent that both findings are unjust to
Gen'l Pillow. The change of this single word in
the finding did not make it necessary for me to
change or alter my decision on the case, which was
made in writing and delivered to the Secretary of
War on the 7th Instant. Gen'l Pillow is a gallant
and highly meritorious officer, and has been greatly
persecuted by Gen’l Scott, for no other known reason
than that he is a Democrat in his politics and was
supposed to be my personal & political friend. He
has come out of the late investigation with honour,
having fully vindicated himself against the false
charges preferred against him by Gen’l Scott. I dis-
posed of business on my table as usual to-day.

Fripay, r4th July, 1848.—1 saw company as
usual this morning. The number of the office seek-
ers continues to be quite as great as at any former
period of my term. I have no offices to confer, and
I am greatly annoyed by them. Col. Franklin H.
Elmore of Charleston, S. C., called this morning &
I expressed to him freely my anxiety that in the or-
ganization of Territorial Governments in Oregon
& in the recently acquired territories of New Mexico
& Upper California, the slavery question might be
settled upon the principles of the Missouri or Texas
compromise on that subject. He agreed with me in
opinion. I discussed the subject fully with him,
and then remarked that as Mr. Calhoun had agreed
to serve on the select committee of the Senate which
had been raised on the subject, I hoped he would not
be disposed to adhere to extreme views, but to com-
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promise. In this Mr. Elmore agreed with me, and
then asked me why I should not send for Mr. Cal-
houn and converse freely with him on the subject. I
told him I could not invite Mr. Calhoun to call, 1st,
because he was an older man than myself, had been
longer in public life, and 2nd, because he might sup-
pose that I desired to exercise some official influence
over him. He intimated that Mr. Calhoun might
call on me; to which I replied that if he did so I
would freely express to him my anxiety, for the sake
of the country and the harmony of the Union, to
have the question settled, and my opinion that it
could only be done by a compromise between the
North & the South. I devoted a part of the day in
preparing a message in answer to Resolutions of the
House of the 1oth Instant calling for information in
relation to New Mexico & California. I saw some
of my Secretaries & other public officers & trans-
acted business in my office as usual to-day. After
night several members of Congress called.

SATURDAY, I5th July, 1848 — Several members
of Congress and others called this morning. The
Cabinet met at the usual hour, all the members pres-
ent. Several matters of business were considered
and disposed of. Among them was considered the
Treaty of Extradition with Prussia & several of the
German states, which was transmitted to the Senate
in December, 1846, with my objections stated to the
3rd article, and which was ratified a few days ago,
including that article. Mr. Buchanan had sub-
mitted to me a Report containing his views &
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recommending that I should not ratify the Treaty,
notwithstanding the advice of the Senate. I have de-
cided objections to the 3rd article, and moreover the
changed condition of the States of Germany pro-
duced by the recent Revolutions and liberal move-
ments in that and other countries of Europe, renders
[it] doubtful whether it would be our policy to de-
sire this particular Treaty. Its ratification by the
Senate was unexpected, as more than two years had
clapsed after the period fixed by its terms for the ex-
change of ratifications had expired. This was
brought about by the personal influence of the Baron
Gerolt, the Prussian Minister, with Senators. Un-
der the circumstances, however, I informed Mr. Bu-
chanan that I thought it due, in courtesy to the Sen-
ate to address to that body a message informing
them of my objections to consummate the ratifica-
tion of the Treaty according to their advice, and re-
submitting the Treaty for their reconsideration, &
requested him to prepare a message for me to this
effect.

Mr. A. H. Sevier, late commissioner to Arkansas
[Mexico], who arrived [in the City] two or three
days ago, called to-day. He had previously called,
immediately on his arrival in this City.

SUNDAY, 16th July, 1848.— I attended the First
Presbyterian church to-day in company with Mrs.
Polk, Miss Armstrong of Tennessee, & Miss John-
son of Arkansas, who came over from their school in
Georgetown & were spending the day with us.

About Sunset Senator Calhoun & Mr. Franklin



20 JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY [16 JuLy

H. Elmore of S. C. called. They took tea with my
family, after which I invited them to my office. Mr.
Calhoun desired to converse with me upon the diffi-
culties attending the organization of Territorial Gov-
ernments in Oregon, California, & New Mexico on
account of the slavery question (see this diary of the
14th Instant). I had a full conversation with
him in the presence of Mr. Elmore, in which
I expressed my decided opinion that the question
ought to be settled upon the Missouri or Texas
compromise line. He informed me that the select
committee of 8 of the Senate, which had been
raised on the subject, had held two or three meet-
ings, one of them of several hours duration to-day,
and that they had been unable to agree either upon
the Missouri or Texas compromise. He stated that
a proposition of Non-interference with the subject in
California & New Mexico had been suggested by
Senator Dickinson of New York, which might be
agreed upon by the committee. He said that after
much discussion in the committee that proposition
had assumed a form substantially as follows, viz.,
that in Oregon the existing land laws, which pro-
hibited slavery, should be left in force until altered,
changed, or amended by the Territorial Legislature;
and that in California and New Mexico the Legisla-
tive power should be vested in the Governor, Secre-
tary, & three Judges each, and that they should be
restrained by Congress from Legislating on the sub-
ject of slavery, leaving that question, if it should
arise, to be decided by the judiciary. He said he
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would support this proposition, and I told him [ ap-
proved it, though I would prefer the Missouri or
Texas compromise. He said that much would
depend on me, in the appointments to be made of
Governor, Secretary, & Judges; that they might be
Northern men in Oregon, but that they ought to be
Southern men in California & New Mexico, who
would maintain the southern views on the subject of
slavery. The tone of his conversation on this point
seemed to be designed to elicit a pledge from me to
this effect. I at once felt the delicacy of my situation
& promptly replied that that was a subject upon
“which I could not speak, that if the laws passed in the
form suggested I would do my duty, and jocousely
added that my friends, as Gen’l Harrison’s Cincin-
nati committee in 1844 [1840°?] said for him, must
have a “ generous confidence " that I would do so.

MonNpAY, 17th July, 1848.— This was a busy
day. Many persons called and I was much engaged
with public officers and in attending to the business
on my table.

About 7 O’Clock P. M. Senator Calhoun and Mr. -
Elmore of S. C. called (see this Diary of the 14th &
16th Instant). Mr. Calhoun informed me that the
select committee of the Senate on the slavery ques-
tion in the territories of Oregon, California, & New
Mexico had been in session several hours to-day and
had not been able to agree. He stated that they had
agreed upon the plan suggested on yesterday, but
the Northern members of the committee insisted
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upon inserting a provision in the Bill allowing an
appeal from the decision of the local Court, to be es-
tablished in California & New Mexico, on the
slavery question to the Supreme Court of the U. S,
and to this Mr. Calhoun said he and two other mem-
bers of the committee objected. He suggested that
the settlement of the question might be postponed
until the next Session of Congress. I urged upon
him the great necessity of settling it now, and in this
Mr. Elmore agreed with me. Mr. C. informed me
that the Committee were to meet again on to-mor-
row, and requested me to see Mr. Bright of Indiana,
who is a member of the committee, and see if he
would not agree to yield the provision in the Bill
granting an appeal to the Supreme Court of the
U. S. My brother, Maj’r Wm. H. Polk, returned
from New York and brought his wife with him to-
day. They took lodgings as a part of my family in
the President’s mansion.

The Senate to-day confirmed the nomination of
Gen'l Gideon J. Pillow as a Maj’r Gen'l of the army
of the U. States. I learn that the Whig Senators
- opposed his confirmation violently on party grounds.
He was warmly sustained by the Democratic Sen-
ators, and was confirmed by a majority of nine votes.
The Senate had before them all the evidence taken
before the Court of Enquiry in Gen’l Pillow’s case;
and also the evidence in a former case about two
Howitzers; the finding of the Courts and my de-
cisions & final orders in the case. These had been
sent to the Senate upon their call. Gen’l Pillow has
now been fully vindicated & his triumph is complete.
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TUESDAY, 18th July, 1848 — A number of per-
sons called this morning. The Cabinet assembled
at the usual hour, all the members present. The
Post Master Gen'l, after remaining a few minutes,
retired to attend to necessary business. Several sub-
jects of minor importance were considered and dis-
posed of, but nothing worthy of special attention.
After the Cabinet retired I devoted some time to the
preparation of the message in answer to the call of
the Ho. Repts. in relation to New Mexico & Cali-
fornia. I disposed of business on my table as usual.

This being reception evening, a considerable num-
ber of persons, ladies & gentlemen, called.

WEDNESDAY, 79th July, 1848.— 1 was more an-
noyed this morning than is usual by persons seeking
office & bringing before me petty matters. I almost
lost my temper. I was engaged in business in my
office during the day. I had a conferrence with
Judge Mason about my message in answer to the
Resolutions of the Ho. Repts. in relation to Oregon,
California, & New Mexico. I read the message to
him. After night he called again & some slight
modifications were made, not affecting the substance
or sentiment of the paper. The Select committee of
the Senate on the slavery question involved in the
establishment of Territorial Governments in Cali-
fornia & New Mexico, Reported a Bill upon which
they had agreed, Mr. Calhoun, I learn, having
yielded his objection as stated to me on monday last
(see this Diary of that day) in relation to the pro-
vision granting the right of appeal from the Terri-
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torial Court to the Supreme Court of the U. States.
There is now some prospect that the question may
be settled at the present session of Congress, and I
sincerely hope it may be.

There was music by the marine band on the Presi-
dent’s grounds this afternoon. I did not go out.

THURSDAY, 20th July, 1848 — Company called
as usual this morning. At 12 O’Clock I closed my
doors. I read my message in answer to the Resolu-
tion of the Ho. Repts. in relation to California &
New Mexico to Mr. Buchanan & Mr. Marcy, both
of whom approved it. Some slight verbal changes
were made. I placed it in the hands of a clerk to be
copied. Mr. Loving, a clerk in the 4th Auditor’s
office, & formerly of Nashville, Tennessee, copied it.
I was occupied with business in my office as usual
during the day.

FripAY, 21st July, 1848.— The morning was
spent as usual in seeing company and hearing appli-
cations for office. Mr. Loving (the clerk who
copied it) finished the copy of my message in an-
swer to the Resolutions of the Ho. Repts. in relation
to California & New Mexico, about 1 O’Clock P. M.
I sent for Mr. Toucey, the Atto. General, and read
it to him. He approved it. It was too late an hour
to send it to the House to-day. I transacted much

“business in my office to-day. Nothing of importance
occurred.

SATURDAY, 22nd July, 1848.— Several persons
called this morning. The Cabinet met at the usual
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hour, all the members present. I read to the Cabinet
my message in answer to the Resolutions of the Ho.
Repts. of the 1oth Instant. It was fully discussed
& approved by the Cabinet. The phraseology of
some of the paragraphs of it were modified. As it
treated of some legal and political principles of
some intricacy as well as importance, I determined
not to send it in to-day but to read it, before I did
so, to some of my friends in the House, that they
might be prepared before-hand to sustain it, if at-
tacked by the Whigs. Some other matters were con-
sidered and disposed of, but they were of no special
importance. But though of no great general im-
portance, they occupied the attention of the Cabinet
until 4 O’Clock P. M. After night, by my request,
Mr. J. H. Thomas of Tenn., Mr. Kaufman of
Texas, and Mr. Cobb of Georgia, all of the Ho.
Repts., called, and I read to them my message in re-
lation to California & New Mexico, & informed
them fully of my views in relation to the matters
embraced in it. They approved it, and expressed
themselves fully ready to sustain it if it should be at-
tacked by the Whigs of the House, as it probably
will be, as it is known that the call was prompted
and made from political party motives. I sent also
for the Hon. James Thompson of Penn. of the
Ho. Repts., to whom I desired to read it, with
the other gentlemen, but he was engaged and did not
come.

SUNDAY, 23rd July, 1848.— 1 attended the First
Presbyterian church to-day accompanied by Mrs.
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Polk and the wife of my brother, Wm. H. Polk.
Mr. James H. Thomas of Tennessee called in &
took a family dinner with me to-day. After dinner
Mr. Geo. S. Houston of Al. and Mr. McKay of
N. C. of the Ho. Repts. called. I saw Mr. Hous-
ton last evening & intimated to him that I would
be pleased to submit my message in answer to the
Resolutions of the Ho. Repts. to himself and Mr.
McKay. T read it and discussed it fully with them.
Mr. McKay said he thought it a very good paper, a
compliment which is rare from him, as all who know
him will testify. It is said that he has seldom been
known to pay a compliment to any one. He is an
excellent & a sensible man, as well as a man of good
feeling, but his habit is to find fault with everybody
& everything. Even in this case he was unwilling to
concede to Texas that part of New Mexico on the
East side of the Rio Grande, which I had conceded
to her in my message.

MONDAY, 24th July, 1848 — Many persons, mem-
bers of Congress and others, called this morning. At
11 O’Clock my Private Secretary went to the Capitol
with my message ! in answer to the Resolutions of the
Ho. Repts. calling for information in relation to
New Mexico & California. I saw the Secretaries of
State, war, & Navy at different periods of the day
and transacted business. I attended to business in
my office as usual to-day. In the afternoon I was
informed that my message to the House was vio-
lently assailed by several Whig speakers.

1 Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 594—600.

N
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TUESDAY, 25th July, 1848 — Several members of
Congress & others called this morning. The Cab-
inet met at the usual hour; all the members present.
The Ho. Repts. passed a Resolution some days ago
calling for the instructions given to Mr. Sevier &
Mr. Clifford as commissioners to Mexico. I re-
quested Mr. Buchanan to read the Instructions to
the Cabinet, and then submitted the question to the
Cabinet whether they should be sent to the House in
answer to their call. Mr. Buchanan & Mr. Toucy
were decidedly of opinion that I should decline to
send them in. No formal question was propounded,
but the other members of the Cabinet, as far as they
expressed themselves, concurred with them. My
own opinion was that they could not be made public
without prejudice to the public interests. The In-
structions to Mr. Clifford & Mr. Sevier were to pro-
cure the ratification of the Treaty by Mexico as it
had been amended by the Senate, but if this was
found to be impossible, then they were authorized to
submit to certain modifications which did not affect
the material stipulations. No contingency arose to
make it necessary to suggest these modifications in
order to secure its ratification by Mexico. To pub-
lish the instructions at this time would, I apprehend,
dissatisfy the Mexican people with their present
Government which ratified it, and might lead to
revolution and thereby disturb the amicable rela-
tions which have just been restored between the two
countries. The knowledge of the instructions can
be of no possible aid to the Ho. Repts. in enabling
[them] to perform understandingly any legislative
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duty before them. Unlike the Resolution which
passed the House in the early part of the present
Session, this Resolution contains the usual reservation
and leaves it to the President to decide whether their
publication would be prejudicial to the public inter-
ests or not. Upon full consideration of the subject
I decided not to send in the instructions.

Mr. Buchanan read a message to the Senate, which
I had requested him some days ago to prepare, in-
forming that body of the reasons which induced me
not to ratify the Treaty of Extradition with Prussia
and several of the German States. I made some
changes in the paper & suggested others, and at my
request Mr. Buchanan took it to prepare another
draft. Various subjects of detail connected with the
War and Navy Departments were considered & dis-
posed of. The Cabinet adjourned about 3 O’Clock.
In the evening I disposed of business on my table as
usual.

WEDNESDAY, 26th July, 1848 — Many persons
called this morning. The importunities for office
were quite as great as they have been at any former
period of my administration. Among others who
called were Mr. McClelland and Mr. Stuart? of the
Ho. Repts. from Michigan. They presented to me
a written paper of complaint, signed by themselves
& by Senator Felch of Michigan & Mr. Bingham?

! Charles E. Stuart, 1810-1887, Representative from Michigan
1847-1853, Senator 1853-1859.

2 Kinsley S. Bingham, 1808-1861, Representative from Michi-
gan 1847-1851, Senator 1859-1861.
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of the House, also of Michigan, against the Secre-
tary of War, because he had not consented to the ap-
pointment of one of their constituents, named Wilk-
ins, to a 2nd Lieutenancy in the regular army, & had
caused Mr. Larned, a Whig, of Michigan to be ap-
pointed. The paper was addressed to me as Presi-
dent, and was violent in its charges & complaints
against Mr. Marcy. It is one of the many instances
which have occurred in my administration to show
the importance which is attached by members of
Congress to petty offices. Indeed many members of
Congress assume that they have the right to make
appointments, particularly in their own states, and
they often, as in this case, fly into a passion when
their wishes are not gratified. 1 spoke mildly to the
two gentlemen & enquired of them if they really de-
sired to make a grave issue with the Secretary of War
about so paltry a matter. Mr. Stuart became very
much moderated in the expression of his feelings
after I had given them my opinion on the subject;
while Mr. McClelland seemed to continue to be ex-
cited, & said he had done his duty in making the rep-
resentation to me and that I could take such action
as I chose on the subject. The paper which they
presented I am sure does injustice to Mr. Marcy, &
if shown to him must lead to an unpleasant & per-
haps angry correspondence between him and them.
These members profess to be Democrats & the sup-
porters of my administration, and yet they are ready
to engage in a controversy with the secretary of War
about a contemptible, petty, little office. It is not
the first time that members of Congress have forgot-
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ten that they were sent to Washington by their con-
stituents to legislate, & not to usurp the functions of
the Executive or to dictate to him in matters of ap-
pointment to office. I was indignant when I read
their paper (which I will preserve) but I suppressed
my feelings. Mr. Buchanan called a few minutes
after they left & I read their paper to him, & ex-
pressed the opinion to him that it was not necessary
to harrass the Secretary of War, engaged as he was
in other more important duties, by showing him
their paper containing their complaints against him.
The Secretary of War happening to call on business
in the after part of the day I informed him of the
visit of Mr. McClelland & Mr. Stuart, & that they
were much dissatisfied with him because Mr. Wilk-
ins of Michigan had not been appointed a Lieuten-
ant in the army. The Secretary seemed to remem-
ber little of their application to have him appointed,
& said, what I know to be true, that it was impossible
to gratify the hundreds who have made similar ap-
plications through members of Congress and others.
The Secretary called to see me on much more im-
portant business, and I did not deem it necessary to
show him their paper or to trouble him further on
the subject. I transacted business with several pub-
lic officers and disposed of much business on my table
to-day. There was music on the President’s grounds
this afternoon. I attended, & took a walk through
the grounds with a friend.

At 9 O'Clock P. M. I learned that the Senate were
still in session, & that the vote on the compromise

P e
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Bill establishing Territorial Governments in Ore-
gon, California, & New Mexico would probably be
taken to-night.

THURSDAY, 27th July, 1848.— At breakfast this
morning I learned from Col. Walker, my Private
Secretary, that he had just returned from the Senate
chamber where he had been all night. He informed
me that the Senate had remained in Session until 8
O’Clock this morning, when the vote was taken on
the compromise Bill to establish Territorial Govern-
ments in Oregon, California, and New Mexico, and
that the Bill had passed by ayes 33 to noes 22. Im-
mediately after the vote the Senate adjourned to meet
on to-morrow. The debate, I learn, was an exciting
one throughout the night. It was the question of
Slavery which produced the difficulty. It was an
unprecedented Session for the Senate. I remember
no previous occasion upon which the Senate has re-
mained in Session during the whole night. It often
occurred in the Ho. Repts. when I was a member of
that body, but never in the Senate. Maj'r Gen’l Wm.
O. Butler, lately commanding the army in Mexico, ar-
rived in this City last night and called on me in com-
pany with the Secretary of War to-day. I transacted
business With the Secretaries of State & the Navy,
and disposed of business on my table as usual. Sen-
ator Metcalfe ! of Ky., the successor of Mr. Critten-
don, and the Hon. Rich. M. Johnson of Ky. called

1 Thomas Metcalfe, Governor of Kentucky 1829-1833, Senator
from Kentucky 1848-1849.
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at different hours to-day. It was the first time Mr,
Metcalfe had called since he took his seat in the
Senate.

Col. James Duncan of the army and Maj'r Cald-
well of Ky., late of the Voltigeur Regiment, dined
with me to-day. They were invited to dine by my
brother, Maj’r Polk, who was also late of the army.
I regret to learn this evening that a general impres-
sion prevails that the compromise Territorial Bill,
which has occupied the attention of the Senate so
many days and finally passed that body at 8 O’Clock
this morning, will probably be defeated in the Ho.
Repts. It is said that the Southern Whigs will unite
almost in a body with the Northern Whigs to reject
it. Mr. C. J. Ingersoll & Mr. McClelland of Mich-
igan, the committee of Foreign affairs of the Ho.
Repts., called this afternoon at my invitation. My
object was to inform them that on to-morrow I would
send a message to the House in answer to their Reso-
lution of the [17th] Instant, calling for the Instruc-
tions given Mr. Sevier and Mr. Clifford, commis-
sioners to Mexico, and to explain to them the reasons
which made it proper that I should decline commu-
nicating them. Their publication at this time, it is
believed, would operate prejuducially in Mexico to
our interests in that country.

FRrIDAY, 28th July, 1848.— 1 had many calls this
morning as usual and among them many office seek-
ers. The number of this class of persons does not
diminish as my administration approaches its close.
They are the most annoying as well as disgusting
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part of my visitors. I sent a message ' to the House
of Repts. to-day declining to communicate the In-
structions given to Mr. Sevier and Mr. Clifford as
commissioners to Mexico, which were called for by
their Resolution of the 17th Instant. I sent also a
message * to the Senate in Executive Session, assign-
ing the reasons for declining to ratify the Treaty of
Extradition with Prussia & other German States,
which I had submitted to the Senate in December,
1845, and which that body had not advised & con-
sented to ratify until the 21st of June, 1848. For
these reasons I refer to my message. I saw & trans-
acted business with the Secretaries of State, War, &
Navy to-day. I learned in the afternoon that the
Ho. Repts. had, by a majority of 15 votes, laid on the
table the Bill, passed by the Senate on yesterday
morning, to compromise the slavery question as it
relates to the organization of Territorial Govern-
ments in Oregon, California, & New Mexico. I
regard this vote of the House as most unfortunate.
The majority, I learn, was made up of every North-
ern Whig, of about half the Northern Democrats,
& of 8 Southern Whigs. Those of the Democratic
party whose sympathies are with the Barnburners
of New York, or who are timid & afraid to risk
their popularity at home, united with the Whigs to
defeat the Bill. The result of leaving the slavery
question an open one, to be agitated by ambitious
political aspirants & gamblers and their friends,
[will be] to produce an organization of parties upon

! Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, IV, 602.
2 Ibid, 1V, 600.
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torial Court to the Supreme Court of the U. States.
There is now some prospect that the question may
be settled at the present session of Congress, and I
sincerely hope it may be.

There was music by the marine band on the Presi-
dent’s grounds this afternoon. I did not go out.

THURSDAY, 20th July, 1848.— Company called
as usual this morning. At 12 O’Clock I closed my
doors. I read my message in answer to the Resolu-
tion of the Ho. Repts. in relation to California &
New Mexico to Mr. Buchanan & Mr. Marcy, both
of whom approved it. Some slight verbal changes
were made. I placed it in the hands of a clerk to be
copied. Mr. Loving, a clerk in the 4th Auditor’s
office, & formerly of Nashville, Tennessee, copied it.
I was occupied with business in my office as usual
during the day.

FRrRIDAY, 215t July, 1848.— The morning was
spent as usual in seeing company and hearing appli-
cations for office. Mr. Loving (the clerk who
copied it) finished the copy of my message in an-
swer to the Resolutions of the Ho. Repts. in relation
to California & New Mexico, about 1 O’Clock P. M.
I sent for Mr. Toucey, the Atto. General, and read
it to him. He approved it. It was too late an hour
to send it to the House to-day. I transacted much
business in my office to-day. Nothing of importance
occurred.

SATURDAY, 22nd July, 1848.— Several persons
called this morning. The Cabinet met at the usual
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hour, all the members present. I read to the Cabinet
my message in answer to the Resolutions of the Ho.
Repts. of the 1oth Instant. It was fully discussed
& approved by the Cabinet. The phraseology of
some of the paragraphs of it were modified. As it
treated of some legal and political principles of
some intricacy as well as importance, I determined
not to send it in to-day but to read it, before I did
so, to some of my friends in the House, that they
might be prepared before-hand to sustain it, if at-
tacked by the Whigs. Some other matters were con-
sidered and disposed of, but they were of no special
importance. But though of no great general im-
portance, they occupied the attention of the Cabinet
until 4 O’Clock P. M. After night, by my request,
Mr. J. H. Thomas of Tenn., Mr. Kaufman of
Texas, and Mr. Cobb of Georgia, all of the Ho.
Repts., called, and I read to them my message in re-
lation to California & New Mexico, & informed
them fully of my views in relation to the matters
embraced in it. They approved it, and expressed
themselves fully ready to sustain it if it should be at-
tacked by the Whigs of the House, as it probably
will be, as it is known that the call was prompted
and made from political party motives. I sent also
for the Hon. James Thompson of Penn. of the
Ho. Repts., to whom I desired to read it, with
the other gentlemen, but he was engaged and did not
come.

SUNDAY, 23rd July, 1848 — 1 attended the First
Presbyterian church to-day accompanied by Mrs.
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geographical lines, which must prove dangerous to
the harmony if not the existence of the Union itself.
The political factions in Congress are all at work,
and they seem to be governed by no patriotic motives,
but by the effect which they suppose may be pro-
duced upon the public mind in the pending Presi-
dential election. A heavy responsibility rests upon
these, and especially the 8 Southern Whigs, who
have united to defeat this measure of compromise of
this most delicate & vexatious question. If no Presi-
dential election had been pending I cannot doubt the
compromise Bill would have passed the House. If
it had done so the agitation would have ceased &
the question would have been at rest. It is difficult
to foresee what the effect of the defeat of this Bill
may be. The political agitation is very great, & the
result of the next Presidential election is becoming
every day more and more doubtful. The probabili-
ties are that a Northern candidate will be more dis-
tinctly on anti-slavery ground, that the electoral
colleges may fail to make a choice, & that the elec-
tion may devolve on the House of Repts. The
Senate, I learn, to-day passed a Resolution to adjourn
the Session on the 14th of August. The Whig ma-
jority in the House, who have heretofore passed two
Resolutions fixing upon an earlier day, will, of course,
agree to it. The body of the Whig party desire to
adjourn without adjusting the slavery question by
compromise, & to leave the Territories of Oregon,
California, & New Mexico without Territorial Gov-
ernments, doubtless in the expectation that in the
chapter of accidents growing out of the excitement
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& agitation which must follow, that they may stand
some chance to elect a Whig President. 1 deplore
as a national calamity the want of patriotism which -
seems to actuate the conduct of the leaders of the
Whig party in Congress; and I exceedingly regret
that any portion of the Northern Democrats from
timidity or other causes have been induced to act
with them. Whilst I deplore this state of things,
all I can do during the remainder of my term is to
adhere undeviatingly to my principles & to perform
my whole duty. This I will do at any hazard. 1
disposed of business on my table to-day as usual.
After night Senator Turney of Tennessee & Mr.
Thomas of Tennessee called. They were depressed
in spirits & deplored, as I did, the existing state of
things.

Anticipating that an Internal Improvement Bill
may pass at the present session, which I cannot ap-
prove, I devoted an hour or two to-day in reducing
to writing my views, so as to be ready with a veto
message if such a bill should pass and be presented
to me. The House have passed and sent to the
Senate the Civil & Diplomatic Bill, with an item
of appropriation in it for the Improvement of the
Savanah River in Georgia. The object is to force
me to give up my constitutional objections and sign
the Bill, or to compel me to reject the whole Bill.
My mind is made up. I will veto the Bill, if it
comes to me with this item in it, whatever may be
the consequences. I will do so, if it comes on the
last night of the session, and if I am not over-ruled
by two thirds, & Congress should adjourn without
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passing the Civil & Diplomatic [Bill], I will issue
my Proclamation conv[en]ing an extra session of
- Congress for the next day. To-day at 1 O’Clock
P. M. the Secretary of State presented to me Mr.
—— the charge d’affaires of Sardinia to this Gov-
ernment, who arrived in this country a few days
ago. I received him in the parlour. He presented
to me a letter from his Government, and after a
formal interview such as is usual on such occasions,
he retired. Maj’r Gen’l Patterson of the U. S.
army called and paid his respects to-day.

SATURDAY, 2¢th July, 1848.— There were calls
as usual this morning. The Cabinet met at the usual
hour, all the members present. Many matters of
detail connected with the several Executive Depart-
ments were considered and disposed of. Other sub-
jects were also considered and disposed of, which,
though of some importance, are not worthy of special
remark. The Cabinet adjourned about 3 O’Clock
P.M. 1 addressed a note to Maj'r Gen’l Wm. O.
Butler, requesting him to call. He called after
night & remained with me two hours or more. As
he was the Democratic Candidate for Vice President
I asked his opinion as to the propriety of removing
from office Benjamin F. Butler & other Federal
office holders in New York who have bolted from
the Democratic party and refused to support the
Cass & Butler [ticket], the Regular nominees of the
Baltimore Convention. I read to him a memorial
I had received from a number of leading Democrats
of the City of New York requesting their removal.
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He expressed the opinion that they ought to be re-
moved, but said he would think further on the sub-
ject & see me on monday. Mr. Butler & others
whom I appointed at the commencement of my ad-
ministration, and the papers in New York under
their control, are now not only opposing the regu-
larly nominated candidates of the Democratic party,
but are as violent in their opposition to my adminis-
tration as the Whigs are. They have factiously
taken up Mr. Van Buren as their candidate for
President and have united with the Northern Whigs
in agitating the slavery question & endeavouring by
union with the Northern Whigs to form a Northern
Geographical party, and this is the basis of their
organization. All this is clear enough, and Gen’l
Butler agreed with me that they deserved to be
removed from office, but doubted, with me, whether
their removal now might not aid them in their un-
patriotic & wicked agitation. Senator Turney of
Tenn. informed me this afternoon that he had con-
versed to day with Senators Dickinson of N. Y.,
Sturgeon of Penn., Allen of Ohio, Breese & Doug-
lass of Illinois, & Hannegan & Bright of Indiana,
& that they were all of opinion that Mr. Butler &
other Barnburners of N. Y. who held office & who
are actively opposed to the Democratic nominees,
ought to be removed.

SUNDAY, 30th July, 1848 — This was a damp &
uncomfortable day and I did not attend church.
Mrs. Polk also remained at home. In the afternoon
the late Senator Bagby of Al, now minister to
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Russia, who will sail on his mission in a few days,
joined me in my walk on the President’s grounds.
He came in & spent an hour with me.

MoNbDpAY, 31st July, 1848.— 1 had a throng of
visitors this morning. Among them Maj'r Gen'l
Worth of the U. S. army, & his staff, called. Maj'r
Gen’'l Butler and his wife called also, & I met them,
with other ladies & gentlemen who accompanied
them, in the parlour. It gave me pleasure to see
these gallant officers who called to pay their respects.
I cannot say as much for the herd of persons who
called to importune and annoy me about offices in
the course of the morning. I have a great contempt
for professional office seekers, and there are many
such, persons who have no merit, but desire to live
on the public instead of relying upon their own
exertions and some honest calling to make a living.
I attended to much business in my office to-day. I
saw several public officers and transacted business
with them. :

My Private Secretary called my attention on
yesterday to the New York Evening Post of the 28th
Instant, containing two letters over the signature of
Benjamin Tappan, formerly a U. S. Senator from
Ohio, & Francis P. Blair, formerly Editor of the
Globe. They purport to give a statement of facts of
the manner in which the Resolutions for the annexa-
tion of Texas were passed by Congress, on the 1st of
March, 1845, and profess to give conversations held
with me by different persons on the subject. Mr.
Blair gives a conversation which he states he held
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with me on the subject whilst these Resolutions were
pending before Congress. I remark first, that I
have not the slightest recollection of ever having held
a conversation with Mr. Blair on the subject. If I
did it has wholly escaped me: and secondly, that the
misunderstanding, not to say total perversion, of me
or my meaning, if any such conversations were held,
proves the danger of detailing from recollection
conversations which are alleged to have been held
more than three years ago. Mr. Tappan has been in
Washington several times since I have been Presi-
dent, and at the present Session of Congress, and
professed to be friendly to me. I remember well
that during the first year after I was inaugurated
as President of the U. S., and after my course in
executing the Texas annexation Resolutions, by se-
lecting the alternative of the first & second sections
to be presented for the acceptance of Texas, or
rather after that election had been made by President
Tyler & been confirmed by me, was known to the
public, Mr. Tappan expressed the desire to me that
I would not adhere to my declaration that I would
not be a candidate for re-election, remarking that it~
might be necessary for the safety of the Democratic
party that I should stand as their candidate for a
second term. During the present Session he ap-
peared to be as friendly as he had ever been, and
conversed with me freely on public affairs, but at
no time did he ever so much as allude to my course
on the Texas annexation Resolutions, or give any
intimation that he was dissatisfied with it. Mr.
Blair resides a few miles from this City & is in
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town almost every day. He had never, to my
knowledge, expressed any dissatisfaction with my
course. He deliberately writes his letter, and with-
out having the fairness or manliness to call &
frankly inform me of it, or to make any inquiry of
me of my recollection of the matters stated in it,
sends it off to Mr. Tappan, and the first knowledge
which I get of either of the letters is their publica-
tion in the New York Evening Post. The conduct
of both is highly disreputable and dishonorable.
Tappan in his conversations & intercourse with me,
always professing friendship & the support of my
administration, has acted hypocritically and most
dishonorably. Both Blair & Tappan reserve their
n[a]rrations[ ?] to the public until the Barnburners
in New York have bolted from the support of the
Democratic nominees of the Baltimore Convention
(Cass & Butler) and have set up Van Buren as the
Northern Abolition, or as they term it Free soil
candidate for the Presidency. The object of their
letters was manifestly to aid Mr. Van Buren & the
Barnburners in the election. Tappan does not pre-
tend that he ever held a conversation on the subject
of his letter with me personally, but details conver-
sations with others. The conduct of both is despica-
ble. I cannot, whilst President of the U. S,
des[c]end to enter into a newspaper controversy with
them. The time may come when I may deem it
proper to notice their errors & to correct their mis-
representations of me. I deem it proper at present
to record in this diary a brief statement of facts, so
that they may not be unknown if I shall be called
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hence before the proper occasion arises to make the
statement over my own signature. I arrived in
Washington on the evening of the 13th of February,
1845. I stopped at Coleman’s Hotel and had much
company every day from that time until the day of
my inauguration as President. The question of the
annexation of Texas to the U. S. was pending before
Congress. 1 had been elected as the known advo-
cate of the annexation of Texas and was very anxious
that some measure with that object should pass Con-
gress. I expressed myself to this effect to many per-
sons with whom I conversed. I believed that if no
measure proposing annexation was passed at that
session that Texas would be lost to the Union. I
had no time or opportunity to examine minutely, or
indeed at all, the particular provisions of any of the
propositions on the subject which were before Con-
gress or had been suggested. I repeatedly expressed
the opinion that any measure was better than none,
and that Congress ought not to adjourn without pass-
ing a measure in some form on the subject. I had
no opportunity to compare the different plans which
had been proposed or suggested with each other, or
to decide between them. My great anxiety was to
secure the annexation in any form before it was too
late. I remember that Senator Haywood had sev-
eral conversations with me on the subject, and to him
as well as to others I expressed my opinion without
reserve. I remember to have understood from him
and others near the close of the session, that the form
in which the Resolutions had passed the House were
[was] not acceptable to a few of the Democratic
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Senators, who preferred another form. I remember
to have said that if the measure cannot pass in one
form, it was better to pass it in any form than not
at all. The proposition to appoint commissioners
to negotiate, as one of the forms which some pre-
ferred, was mentioned in these conversations, and I
may have said, & probably did, that if this form was
adopted I would endeavour to affect [effect] annex-
ation under it, and that for that purpose the first
men of the country should be appointed on the com-
mission. But I certainly never understood myself
as pledged to select that mode, if the Resolutions
passed in the alternative form. I never authorized
Mr. Haywood or anyone else to- make such pledges
to Senators, and if any such pledges were made it
was in a total misconception of what I had said or
meant. I could not have made such a pledge under-
standingly, for I had never compared the two propo-
sitions with each other, or given them such examina-
tion as would enable me to form a judgment
between them. I may have said, & doubtless did,
that if the plan of appointing commissioners was
adopted, I would appoint able men & men of experi-
ence. My great object was to secure annexation,
and I was more anxious that that should be effected
than I was as to the particular manner in which it
should be accomplished. The Resolutions passed in
the alternative form & were approved by President
Tyler on the 1st of March, 1845. Judge Mason,
the present Secretary of the Navy, & who at that
time was a member of President Tyler's Cabinet,
makes to me the following statement of facts, which
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prove conclusively that I had not at that time made
up my judgment between the alternate plans em-
braced in the Resolutions. He states that President
Tyler called a meeting of his Cabinet to take action
under the Resolutions on the 2nd of March, 1845.
He states that Mr. Calhoun, who was then Secretary
of State, had at the request of the President waited
on me at Coleman’s Hotel to ascertain my opinion
upon the two propositions embraced in the Resolu-
tions, and that Mr. Calhoun reported to Mr. Tyler
in the Cabinet meeting that he had called on me and
that I had declined giving any opinion, and had
informed him that until I was installed as President
and could consult with my own Cabinet I could not
give an opinion on the subject, and that Mr. Tyler
would, of course, if he desired or deemed it impor-
tant to act, be governed by his own judgment. So
little importance had I attached to Mr. Calhoun’s
calling on me that I had not thought of it since until
I was reminded of it by Judge Mason. Mr. Tyler
did act on the subject and elected the alternative of
the House Resolutions, on the 3rd of March, 184s,
and despatched an express messenger to Mr. Donel-
son, the charge d’affaires of the U. S. to Texas, with
his instructions on the subject. This was the state
of the question when I came into office. I nomi-
nated my Cabinet to the Senate on the 5th of March,
1845. It was some days before the nomination of
Mr. Bancroft as Secretary of the Navy was con-
firmed, & several days before Mr. Buchanan quali-
fied and took charge of the State Department, Mr.
Calhoun desiring to remain in the office a few days
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to close some business which he had on hands. The
subject was deliberately considered by myself and
my Cabinet and decided on the 10th of March, 1845s.
In my annual message of December, 1845, my deci-
sion and action on the subject were communicated
to Congress. My Cabinet were unanimously of the
opinion that the election of the alternative proposi-
tion made by Mr. Tyler ought not to be reversed,
and that it was to be preferred to the other alterna-
tive of appointing commissioners. In these views
I concurred and Mr. Buchanan’s despatch of the
1oth of March, 1845, to Mr. Donelson to this effect
was unanimously approved by myself and my Cabi-
net. In that Cabinet meeting, and at no other time,
did I ever intimate to the Cabinet that I had made
any pledges to Mr. Haywood or to any other Sena-
tors that I would select the alternative of appointing
commissioners to negotiate, & for the best of all
reasons, that I had made no such pledge. Had such
a pledge been made it would then have been fresh
in my recollection and it is inconceivable that I
should not have communicated such a commitment
to my Cabinet, & yet I made no such communication.
I remember that in my Cabinet meeting referred to,
Mr. Walker expressed the opinion that Mr. Tyler,
having made the election of the alternatives & sent
off his express messenger with his instructions, I had
no power to reverse it, if I desired to do so. My
impression is that some other members of the Cabi-
net entertained the same opinion. This point and
every other connected with the subject was delib-
erately considered. The Senate were in Executive
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Session at the time, and on the 12th of March, on
Mr. Haywood’s motion, a Resolution ' was adopted
calling on me to communicate to the Senate what
action, if any, Mr. Tyler had taken on the subject,
and what action, if any, I had taken. In a message?
of the 15th of March I declined to answer the Reso-
lution (see Executive Journal of the Senate) as being
incompatible with the public interest. I knew, if I
did answer, the action which had been taken could
not be kept a secret by more than so Senators, and
if it became public it would enable the French &
English legations at Washington to take measures to
embarrass & perhaps defeat annexation. When this
answer went into the Senate, not a complaint was
made by Mr. Haywood or any other Senator.
Neither Mr. Haywood or any other ever made any
enquiry of me personally on the subject. The Sen-
ate remained in session until the 19th of March, and
as no nominations of commissioners was made to
them, they must have known that the alternative of
appointing commissioners to negotiate had not been
adopted. No complaint was made and yet is it con-
ceivable that complaint would not have been made
by those Senators, if there were any, who had under-
stood that I stood pledged to adopt the alternative
of appointing commissioners? Furthermore, when,
nine months afterwards, in my annual message I
laid before Congress my whole action on the subject,
no complaint of violated faith was made from any

1 Haywood’s resolution was introduced March 11, 1845.—§.
Ex. Journal, special Sess. 1845, VI, 431.
2 Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1V, 382.
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quarter. Now, for the first time, after the lapse of
nearly three & an half years, complaint is made by
Messrs. Tappan and Blair. I cannot with any pro-
priety whilst I am President enter into a controversy
in the newspapers with these persons, or vindicate
myself by a statement of these and other facts con-
firmatory of my true position, which are in my pos-
session. I saw and conversed with Mr. Robert J.
Walker, the Secretary of the Treasury, to-day, who
remembers what occurred in the Cabinet meeting
when the question of annexation was under delib-
eration precisely as I do, and he adds other state-
ments within his own knowledge to confirm this
whole statement.

If any of the Senators named by Messrs. Tappan
& Blair were deceived by my alleged pledges to
them, upon what principle of human action is it
that they have not long since exposed me by making
known their complaints to the public? So far from
this, these very Senators supported the annexation of
Texas in the mode in which it was accomplished, &
none of them have, to this hour, made known to me
that they objected to what I had done on the subject.
All of them have supported my administration, not
only upon Texas & the Mexican War, which, it is
now alleged, was the consequence of the failure to
select the alternative of appointing commissioners
to negotiate for annexation. The whole story is an
afterthought, and is designed to effect a political
purpose, by advancing Mr. Van Buren’s prospects
for the Presidency. If any such pledge had been
given, how can the Senators named justify themselves
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in concealing their knowledge of it at the time from
their fellow Senators? If it were true, they perpe-
trated a fraud by concealing it from their fellow
Senators. Mr. R. J. Walker, who offered the
amendment embracing the alternative for the ap-
pointment of commissioners, informs me to-day that
he never heard anything of such a pledge at the time,
and never from any quarter until he read the letters
of Messrs. Tappan & Blair to day in the New York
Evening Post. He declares, furthermore, that part
of Mr. Blair’s statement which relates to the author-
ship of the amendment which he as a Senator offered,
to be untrue within his own knowledge. He states
that he drew the amendment himself and offered it
in the Senate.

TUESDAY, Ist August, 18§848.— 1 saw company this
morning as usual. Several members of Congress
and others called. The Cabinet met at the usual
hour; all the members present. After discussion, &
having the opinions of the Cabinet, I decided it to
be proper to appoint an Envoy Extraordinary &
minister Plenipotentiary to the German Confedera-
tion! at Frankfort. Mr. Buchanan recommended
it, and suggested that Mr. Donelson should be trans-
ferred from Berlin, but without breaking up or dis-

1The Revolution of 1848 took the form in Germany of a
national parliament called to meet at Frankfort for the purpose
of creating a supreme federal government and effecting the unifi-
cation of Germany. In its early stage the movement gave great
promise but the obstacles to its success proved too great to be
overcome and the attainment of German unity was deferred until
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871.
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continuing the latter mission. He suggested that
Mr. Donelson should perform the duties of Minister
at both Courts for the time being. In this I con-
curred. I sent a message to the House of Repts.
to-day in answer to a Resolution of that body calling
for information in relation to the military peace
establishment. I am decidedly opposed to an in-
crease of the army during the period of peace.
There is a great disposition with many members of
Congress, particularly of the Whig party, to increase
it. The officers of the old army are in favour of an
increase. This is natural because their profession is
arms, and the larger the army the greater the pros-
pects of promotion. Many of the officers who have
been in service in Mexico, and who go out of service
at the close of the war, are now in Washington &
are anxious to have an increased peace establishment
in the hope that they may secure for themselves ap-
pointments. Many of these officers are exerting
their influence with members of Congress with a
view to secure appointments for themselves. Some
Whig members of Congress favour the measure be-
cause it is in harmony with their general policy.
They favour, as a party, large expenditures, high
tariffs, & Banks, and in addition to this they would
be pleased to have a large increase of the standing
army fastened on the country, which they would for
political effect charge to be a consequence of the
Mexican War. The message which I sent to the
House to-day is the second in which I have ex-
pressed the opinion that the proposed increase is un-
necessary. If Congress shall increase the number of
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Regiments it will be against my opinion & rec-
ommendation.

Several matters of detail and minor importance
were considered in the Cabinet and disposed of. I
saw Judge Mason, who called in the evening, & held
a conversation with him in relation to the late publi-
cations made by Mr. Benjamin Tappan of Ohio and
by Mr. Francis P. Blair upon the subject of the
annexation of Texas, so far as he has been associated
with me in my administration as stated in this Diary
of yesterday (which see) and [he] repeated to me
Mr. Calhoun’s Report made to Mr. Tyler in Cabi-
net on the 2nd of March, 1845, of the conversation
which Mr. C. had held with me (see this Diary of
yesterday). Mr. Mason informed me that he pro-
posed to write to Mr. Tyler and obtain his permis-
sion to make this statement to me in writing, if it
should be deemed important to do so. I told him
I thought it would be well to obtain this permission.
Mr. Mason condemns the publications made by
Messrs. Tappan & Blair, and mentioned several
facts within his knowledge proving, as far as cir-
cumstances can prove, that their statement cannot be
true, because it is wholly inconsistent with my whole
course on the subject of Texas at the commencement
of my administration. After the adjournment of the
Cabinet I disposed of business on my table as usual.

WEDNESDAY, 2nd August, 1848.— Many persons
called this morning. Indeed I was in a state of
siege from the time I came to my office until 1
O’Clock P. M. by the office seekers. I was seated
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at my table and received their assaults. I had no
offices to bestow but there is a Bill before Congress
to create a board of Commissioners to decide upon
claims of our citizens against Mexico, the payment
of which has been assumed by the U. S. by the late
Treaty. These places are much sought. Among
others who besieged me for one of these places for
her husband this morning [was a woman who] shed
tears freely while she was telling her story of her
husband’s poverty and great need of an office. The
longer I remain in office the more I am disgusted
with such importunities. Several other females
called to apply for offices for their husbands or other
relations this morning. When I got clear of the
office seekers I attended to my public duties during
the balance of the day. I devoted an hour or two
in reducing to writing my views on the subject of
River and harbour improvements. I did this be-
cause I think it probable that Congress will pass
some bill on the subject which I cannot approve, and
I desire to be prepared to assign my reasons for with-
holding my approval. If I should have no occasion
to use the manuscript, I will preserve it; and it may
not be labour intirely lost.

THURSDAY, 3rd August, 1848.— My office was
Crowded with visitors this morning, most of them
office-seekers, and I passed through a similar scene
to that which I had to endure on yesterday (see
yesterday's Diary). There have been no two days
since my administration commenced when I have
been more importuned and annoyed by applications
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for office. It is most painful to me to be compelled
to sit, as I often am, and listen to the personal appli-
cation of persons for offices for themselves. I had
a case of this kind to-day. An individual with
whom I formerly served in Congress occupied more
than an hour of my time in begging me to appoint
him a commissioner to decide on Mexican claims, if
the Bill before Congress should pass. I had no idea
of appointing him, and yet I could not avoid hearing
him without acting rudely towards him. Mr. Bu-
chanan called & after transacting some business with
him I introduced the letters of Mr. Benjamin Tap-
pan of Ohio and Mr. Francis P. Blair, lately pub-
lished in the New York Ewvening Post, on the
subject of the Texas Resolutions (see this Diary of
the 31st ult. & the 1st Inst.). Mr. Buchanan had
read these letters & strongly condemned Mr. Tap-
pan and Mr. Blair. He remembered distinctly, as
I did, what occurred in my Cabinet immediately
after I was inaugurated as President, as stated in
this Diary of the 31st ultimo. I had a full conver-
sation with him on the subject. He advised me to
take no public notice of them at present. He stated
many circumstances to shew that they must be in
error in the statement of facts which they profess to
detail, and the impossibility of my having made the
pledges attributed to me, because my whole conduct
had been wholly inconsistent and irreconcilable with
such pledges. He stated that he was a member of
the Senate when the Texas annexation Resolutions
passed, that he had heard nothing of such pledges
until he saw the published letters of Messrs. Tappan
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& Blair a day or two ago. He stated that if any
such pledge had been made the concealment of the
knowledge of it by any Senator from himself and
other Senators was a fraud practiced upon them. I
told him that I had been informed this morning that
a second letter had been published by Mr. Blair in
the New York Evening Post, repudiating the Balti-
more nominations & giving in his adhesion to Mr.
Van Buren as a candidate for the Presidency. I
searched for the paper containing it, but could not
find it. After Mr. Buchanan left I found the letter
in the New York Evening Post of yesterday, the 2nd
Inst. It is a disgraceful letter, and upon its face
explains the motive which induced Blair to write
his first letter upon the subject of the annexation of
Texas. I will preserve this letter. Though Blair
was a member of the Baltimore convention & con-
curred in the nomination of Gen’l Cass, he says in
this letter that his heart was with Mr. Van Buren,
that he was inveigled into the support of Gen'l Cass
in the Convention, and will be bound upon a point
of punctilio to vote for him.

My nephew, Capt. James H. Walker, of the
Regiment of Voltigeurs, who has been spending
some days in my family, left this afternoon for Balti-
more to meet his company, where they are to be
mustered out of the service of the U. States. I saw
& transacted business with the Secretary of War and
disposed of much other business on my table to-day.
I devoted some time to reducing to writing my views
on the subject of harbour & river improvements, so
as to be ready with my objections if any Bill (as is
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probable) upon that subject should be presented to
me for my approval at the present session. 1 under-
stand that the Senate have struck out of the civil &
Diplomatic appropriation Bill the item for the Im-
provement of the Savannah River. 1 should cer-
tainly have vetoed the whole Bill if it had come to
me with that item in it.

FRIDAY, gth August, 1848—1 was doomed to
endure again this moming the pressure of the office-
seckers as [1] had been for the last three days (see
this Diary for those days). My patience is almost
exhausted by them, and 1 gave them very short and
emphatic answers. 1 saw and transacted business
with Mr. Buchanan and disposed of much business
on my table to-day. I devoted two hours to the
further preparation of my views on the subject of
Internal Improvements (see this Diary of yesterday
and the day preceding).

SATURDAY, 5th August, 1848.— Several persons
called this morning. The Cabinet met at the usual
hour, all the members present. Some [business]
was transacted before the hour of 1 O'Clock P. M.,
that being the hour, by an arrangement made by the
Secretary of State, at which Mr. Poussin, the Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary [from
France], was to be presented to me. It was an-
nounced by my porter precisely at that hour that the
Minister had arrived, when 1 accompanied Mr.
Buchanan to the circular parlour below stairs. On
delivering to me his credentials he made a short
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address in English. He also delivered to me a
Decree of the National assembly of France in re-
sponse to the Resolutions of the Congress of the U.
S. passed in April last, tendering the congratulations
of the American Government and people to the
French people, “ upon the success of their recent
efforts to consolidate the principles of liberty in a
Republican form of Government.” On delivering
this Decree the Minister delivered another address
in English. I responded briefly to both addresses.
I will preserve a copy of what I said. It was an
interesting ceremony. Mr. Poussin came to the U.
S. about twenty five years ago in company with Gen-
eral Bernard, and was for several years employed
with the General as an officer of Engineers in the
service of the U. S. He alluded felicitously to this
fact in his address, and I responded by informing
him that I remembered him at that time, and that
the first time I had seen him was at Lexington, Va.,
in November, 1825, when I met him on my [way
to] Washington to take my seat in the Ho. Repts.
in the first Congress in which I served. He was then
employed by Mr. Adams’s administration in making
the reconnoissance of a Road. He appeared much
gratified that I remembered him, and said he remem-
bered me also. He left apparently much pleased
with the cordial manner in which I had received
him. Mr. Buchanan and myself returned to my
office, and the Cabinet resumed the consideration of

1 Simon Bernard, French military engineer, invited to the United
States to advise the board of army engineers engaged in coast de-
fence work ; remained here 1819-1831.
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the business before it. Mr. Buchanan read de-
spatches which he had received from the Secretary
for Foreign affairs of Venezuela, complaining of
the interference of Mr. Shields, the U. S. charge.
d’affaires, in the domestic contest between the po-
litical parties of that country. He also read a des-
patch from Mr. Crampton, the British charge
d’affaires at Washington, transmitting despatches
from his Government, complaining of Mr. Shields,
the U. S. charge d’affaires to Venezuela, in conse-
quence of remarks charged to have been made by
Mr. Shields to the Minister of Foreign affairs of
Venezuela reflecting upon the Brittish Government,
and attributing to that Government improper de-
signs upon Mexico before the late war between the
U. S. and Mexico, and also attributing improper
designs upon the other Spanish American States.
Mr. Buchanan read drafts of two letters which he
had prepared to be prepared [sent] to Mr. Shields
in relation to these complaints. They had been pre-
pared by a subordinate (Mr. Hunter) in the State
Department, and one of them, as Mr. Buchanan
agreed, was couched in terms too harsh, and [he]
said he would modify it. Assumed that the facts
stated were true, & in the absence of any explana-
tions from Mr. Shields, he is informed in these des-
patches that his conduct is not approved, and he is
admonished of the importance of taking no part in
the domestic strifes or civil wars of the contesting
parties in the country to which he is accredited as the
Diplomatic Representative of the U. S. Mr. Bu-
chanan read a despatch received from Mr. Clifford,
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U. S. minister to Mexico, making known that civil
war is raging in Mexico, that Gen'l Paredes is at the
head of [an] armed force endeavoring to overthrow
the Government, on the ground that it had sacrificed
the interests of Mexico in making the late Treaty of
peace with the U. S., and making known that the
Government had despatched a secret Envoy to
Washington to ask the aid of 4,000 troops from the
U. S., for whose services they proposed to pay out of
the installments to be paid to Mexico under the late
Treaty of peace. Mr. Buchanan read the answer
which he had prepared, which was to the effect that
the President possessed no power to grant the aid
which was asked, and the opinion that Congress, if
applied to, would not grant the proposed aid, espe-
cially at the present late period of their session.
Some other business of minor importance was dis-
posed of. I nominated to the Senate to-day, with
the unanimous concurrence of the Senate [Cabinet],
Andrew J. Donelson, now U. S. Minister at Berlin,
to be En. Ex. & Min. Plen. to the German Confed-
eration at Frankfort. He will perform the duties
of both missions for the time being, and until it is
ascertained that the Archduke John of Austria,
recently elected to be the chief Executive ! officer of
the German confederation, is invested with exclusive
powers to conduct diplomatic relations for all the
states of Germany with Foreign Powers, and upon as-

1 The Frankfort Parliament elected Archduke John of Austria
“ Imperial Administrator,” whereupon the Diet of the old Bund
transmitted its powers to him and was dissolved.
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certaining this the mission to Prussia will, of course,
be discontinued. I submitted again to the Cabinet
the propriety of removing from office Benjamin F.
Butler and others in New York, who are opposing
the Democratic nominations for President and Vice
President of the U. S. I informed the Cabinet that
since I had brought this subject to their notice a few
days ago I had received a strong memorial from
several of the leading men of N. Y. appealing to me
to make the removals. I read this memorial to the
Cabinet. I informed the Cabinet of what they all
knew, the violence of Mr. Butler & other Federal
officers in opposition to my administration and to
the Democratic party, and of the fact that Mr. But-
ler & others were now in open alliance with Whigs
and abolitionists to get up seperate organization at
a Convention to be held at Buffalo, in N. Y., on the
oth Inst., to oppose the regularly nominated candi-
dates of the Democratic party. I expressed the
opinion that I ought no longer to retain them in office,
and by retaining them thus give to them the apparent
countenance of my administration in their treason
to the principles they formerly professed to the party
to which they formerly belonged. The Cabinet
were unanimous in the opinion that their conduct
was such as to give them no claims upon my ad-
ministration, and that they deserved to be removed.
Mr. Buchanan thought, however, that the removal
of Mr. Butler at this time would tend to strengthen
the bolting Barnburners in the North, by the use
they could make of it upon the slave or free-soil ques-
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tion, and therefore he advised against it at present.
Mr. Toucey, who had formerly advised against the
removals, acquiesced in the propriety of the measure,
but thought it ought to be postponed until after the
Whig-abolition & Barnburning Convention had met
and acted at Buffalo on the gth Instant. The other
members of the Cabinet were clearly in favour of
their removal and so advised. Mr. Walker was of
opinion that I ought to defer action until after the
Buffalo convention on the gth Inst. I then stated
to the Cabinet that I would postpone action until
after the gth Instant, but that I would then, and be-
fore the Senate adjourned, remove Mr. Butler.

I had a Dinner party to-day. Among the guests
were Gen’l Wm. O. Butler & wife, Gen'l Worth &
wife & two daughters, Capt. Sprague of the
army, atto. Gen’l Toucey, Senator Fitzgerald' of
Michigan, Mr. Wallace ? of S. C.,, Mr. Lynde * &
Mr. Darling* of Wisconsin, all members of the Ho.
Repts.,, Lieut. Butler & wife & Col. George W.
Caldwell ® of Ky., late of the army.

The Senate continued in Session until a late hour
at night, and several Senators who were invited did
not attend.

! Thomas Fitzgerald, 1796-1855, Senator from Michigan 1848—
1849.

2 Daniel Wallace, Representative from South Carolina 1848-
1853.

3 William P. Lynde, Representative from Wisconsin 1847-1849,
and 1875-1879.

* Mason C. Darling, 1801-1849, Representative from Wisconsin
1848-1849.

8 George A. Caldwell of the Voltigeur regiment.
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SUNDAY, O0th August, 1848.— 1 attended the First
Presbyterian church to-day accompanied by Mrs.
Polk & the wife of my brother, Wm. H. Polk.

About 8 O'Clock P. M. my nephew, Samuel P.
Walker, my sister, Ophelia C. Hays, and her daugh-
ter, Virginia Hays, and Sarah Polk Rucker, the
niece of Mrs. Polk, arrived from Tennessee and, of
course, took up their residence during their visit in
the President’s House and as guests of my family.

MoNpAY, 7th August, 1848.— Company called
as usual this morning. I transacted business as usual
with the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
War. I disposed of much business on my table dur-
ing the day. After night Senator Hannegan called
and informed me that the Senate adjourned for the
day at 8 O’Clock P. M. and that the Ho. Repts. were
still in Session. He informed me that the Senate
had been, during the whole day, in Executive Ses-
sion, listening to a most impassioned & violent
speech ! of Senator Benton against confirming the
nomination of Brig. Gen’l Kearney, U. S. army, as
a Brevet Major General, for gallant & meritorious
services in New Mexico and California. Mr. Han-
negan informed me that Senator Benton was violent
beyond what is usual even for him, and that he had
avowed his intention to speak out the balance of the
Session, and defeat all the public measures before
Congress, rather than suffer the vote on Gen’l Kear-
ney's nomination to be taken. I appointed Gen'l
Kearney a Brigadier Gen’l mainly upon Senator

1 Globe, 30 Cong. 1 Sess. App. 977-1040.
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continuing the latter mission. He suggested that
Mr. Donelson should perform the duties of Minister
at both Courts for the time being. In this I con-
curred. I sent a message to the House of Repts.
to-day in answer to a Resolution of that body calling
for information in relation to the military peace
establishment. I am decidedly opposed to an in-
crease of the army during the period of peace.
There is a great disposition with many members of
Congress, particularly of the Whig party, to increase
it. The officers of the old army are in favour of an
increase. This is natural because their profession is
arms, and the larger the army the greater the pros-
pects of promotion. Many of the officers who have
been in service in Mexico, and who go out of service
at the close of the war, are now in Washington &
are anxious to have an increased peace establishment
in the hope that they may secure for themselves ap-
pointments. Many of these officers are exerting
their influence with members of Congress with a
view to secure appointments for themselves. Some
Whig members of Congress favour the measure be-
cause it is in harmony with their general policy.
They favour, as a party, large expenditures, high
tariffs, & Banks, and in addition to this they would
be pleased to have a large increase of the standing
army fastened on the country, which they would for
political effect charge to be a consequence of the
Mexican War. The message which I sent to the
House to-day is the second in which I have ex-
pressed the opinion that the proposed increase is un-
necessary. If Congress shall increase the number of

"~
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Regiments it will be against my opinion & rec-
ommendation.

Several matters of detail and minor importance
were considered in the Cabinet and disposed of. I
saw Judge Mason, who called in the evening, & held
a conversation with him in relation to the late publi-
cations made by Mr. Benjamin Tappan of Ohio and
by Mr. Francis P. Blair upon the subject of the
annexation of Texas, so far as he has been associated
with me in my administration as stated in this Diary
of yesterday (which see) and [he] repeated to me
Mr. Calhoun’s Report made to Mr. Tyler in Cabi-
net on the 2nd of March, 1845, of the conversation
which Mr. C. had held with me (see this Diary of
yesterday). Mr. Mason informed me that he pro-
posed to write to Mr. Tyler and obtain his permis-
sion to make this statement to me in writing, if it
should be deemed important to do so. I told him
I thought it would be well to obtain this permission.
Mr. Mason condemns the publications made by
Messrs. Tappan & Blair, and mentioned several
facts within his knowledge proving, as far as cir-
cumstances can prove, that their statement cannot be
true, because it is wholly inconsistent with my whole
course on the subject of Texas at the commencement
of my administration. After the adjournment of the
Cabinet I disposed of business on my table as usual.

WEDNESDAY, 2nd August, 1848.— Many persons
called this morning. Indeed I was in a state of
siege from the time I came to my office until 1
O’Clock P. M. by the office seekers. I was seated
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Benton’s recommendation, and his hostility to him
now arises from the fact that he preferred charges
against Lieut. Col. Fremont, his (Senator Benton’s)
son-in-law, upon which he was convicted by a Court
Martial. The Ho. Repts. I learn, have been engaged
during the whole day in making violent party speeches
on the Presidential election & the merits & demerits
of the Presidential candidates. They seem wholly
to have forgotten that they have any public business
to transact, and have converted the Ho. Repts. into
an arena for making violent party speeches. This
is a great outrage and they should be held to a strict
account by their constituents for their wanton waste
of the public time and disregard of the public inter-
ests. The remainder of the Session of Congress is
probably to give rise to scenes of unusual violence
and party excitement.

TUESDAY, &8th August, 1848.— Many persons
called this morning, most [of] them seeking office
as usual. The Cabinet met at the usual hour, all the
members present. After transacting business and
disposing of several matters of minor importance, I
invited the attention of the Cabinet to several sub-
jects which I deemed important. I informed them
that I thought it probable that Congress would, be-
tween this and the close of their session (the 14th
Instant) [pass several bills], some of which I could
not approve, and in relation to others I desired to
have the advice of the Cabinet so that I might be
prepared to meet them. Bills for the improvement
of harbours & rivers were of the former, and these,
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if any such should be presented to me for my ap-
proval, I should certainly veto. I informed them
that I had for some time past been preparing addi-
tional views to those presented in my veto message
of the River and Harbour Bill of the 15th of Decem-
ber last, and hoped to have them so far completed
as to be able to send in a veto message before the
adjournment of the session, should such a Bill come
to me. Upon that subject my mind was made up,
& [1I] wished no advice. I then informed them that
from present appearances in Congress no Bills would
be passed establishing Territorial Governments in
New Mexico and Upper California, but that it was
probable that a Bill would be passed establishing a
Territorial Government in Oregon, with a restric-
tion in it against the existence of slavery in that Ter-
ritory, and I asked the advice of the Cabinet whether
I should approve and sign such a Bill. I took their
opinions severally and seperately, & they were unani-
mously of opinion that as the whole territory of Ore-
gon lay North [of] 36° 30, that being the Missouri
compromise line, I ought to sign it. I then pro-
pounded the question whether I ought to accompany
the notification that I had approved and signed such
a Bill with a message distinctly stating that I had so
approved and signed it because the territory lay
North of the Missouri compromise line, remarking
that if this was deemed proper the message ought to
be prepared in advance. In propounding this ques-
tion I intimated an opinion that I ought to send such
a message, as necessary to explain my own views, and
to prevent the inference that I would approve & sign



62 JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY [8 Ava.

a Bill with the slavery restriction in it establishing
territorial Governments over territory lying South of
the Missouri compromise line. Mr. Buchanan ex-
pressed his opinion first. He would have no doubt
that I ought to send such a message, if it were not for
the effect it might have upon Gen’l Cass’s position
on the slavery question as contained in his pub-
lished letter to Mr. Nicholson, and the fear he enter-
tained that it might operate prejudicially to his elec-
tion. He said if I determined to send such a message
he would be delighted to have the opportunity to
assist me in preparing it. I told him he should have
the opportunity if I so determined. Mr. Walker
thought I ought at the time of signing such a Bill
to explain in some way my position and views, but
suggested that this might be done by an authorized
article carefully prepared in the Union newspaper.
The subject was very fully discussed and finally the
Cabinet unanimously, with the exception of Judge
Mason, inclined to favour Mr. Walker's suggestion,
that the explanation had better appear in an article
in the Union than in a formal message to Congress.
Judge Mason finally acquiesced in these views.
They all agreed that if this course was taken I ought
in my next annual message fully to state my opinions
and views on the subject. I then stated that my own
inclination had been to send a message to Congress,
but without deciding that question I requested Mr.
Buchanan & Mr. Walker to prepare a paper, to be
used either as a message or an article in the news-
paper as I might hereafter decide to be proper. They
agreed to do so. I then stated that a Bill had passed
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the Senate, & might pass the House, to create a Board
of Commissioners to decide on claims of the people
of California against the U. S., and that this Bill
had designated by discription the three persons who
were to be the commissioners, and this I considered
to be a violation of the constitution. The Constitu-
tion confers upon the President the power to make
all appointments to office by and with the advice &
consent of the Senate, except the appointment of in-
ferior officers which might be vested by law in the
President alone, in the Heads of Departments, or in
the Judicial tribunals. By the Bill referred to Con-
gress undertake to make the appointments by law.
The Cabinet were unanimously of opinion that such
a law would be unconstitutional, and that if it passed
I ought to veto it. I told the Cabinet I would cer-
tainly veto it if it passed. Knowing that my whole
time would be occupied until the close of the session
of Congress in performing other important and nec-
essary duties, I stated my views on the subject and
requested Mr. Toucey & Mr. Johnson to prepare the
draft of a veto message so that I might be prepared
if such a Bill should pass. I informed the Cabinet
that if the Bill pending before Congress for the pay-
ment of the French Spoilation claims prior to 1800
should pass, I would not approve it, but would de-
tain it & assign my objections to it in a message to
Congress at its next Session. Congress has delayed
to act upon almost all the important measures before
them until the last days of the Session, when I will
have no time to prepare my objections to any Bill
which I cannot approve, unless I prepare my mes-
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sage in anticipation that certain messages [ measures]
may pass.

This was reception evening. Many persons, ladies
& gentlemen, called.

WEDNESDAY, 9th August, 1848 — A crowd of
company called this morning. At 12 O'Clock I
closed my office. I devoted several hours in the
preperation of a veto message in anticipation that
some of the numerous Internal Improvement Bills
now before Congress may pass and be presented to
me for my approval & signature. I understand that
a River & Harbour Bill embracing many objects &
appropriating a large sum was under discussion in
the Ho. Repts. to-day, and has been ordered to be
engrossed. If it comes to me I shall certainly veto
it. I disposed of much business on my table to-day
and saw several of the Heads of Departments & other
public officers & transacted business with them.

THURSDAY, I10th August, 1848.— Saw a large
number of persons this morning. In the midst of
pressing and important public duties I continue to
be greatly annoyed by office-seekers. Whenever my
doors are opened to receive members of Congress and
others on business, the office seekers press in. Being
exceedingly engaged to-day I had [to] be almost rude
and to ask them to leave my office at 12 O'Clock
that I might be enabled to attend to the business
before me. I did close my office at that hour. I
saw the Secretaries of State, War, and Navy & trans-
acted business with them. I disposed of business on
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my table. Mr. Buchanan read to me a part of the
draft of [a] message on the Missouri compromise
line, as applicable to the Territories of Oregon, Cali-
fornia, & New Mexico, which I had requested Mr.
Walker & himself to prepare in the Cabinet meeting
of Tuesday last (see this Diary of that day). I
devoted three or four hours to-day to the prepera-
tion of a veto message in anticipation that a River
& Harbour Bill would be presented to me for my
approval before the adjournment of Congress. After
Dinner I read what I had written to J. Knox Walker,
my Private Secretary. He advised me if any such
Bill came to me to retain it and assign my objections
to it at the next Session. I find myself greatly
fatigued & worn down by my labours and fear I will
have to take this course for want of time to do justice
to the subject. The Senate tonight passed the Oregon
Territorial Bill, with the Missouri compromise pro-
vision in it, by a majority of eleven votes. I hope
it may receive the sanction of the House but fear it
will not. Congress is in great excitement and con-
fusion on the subject and the importance of settling
the question at this Session becomes every day more
important.

I learn to-night that Mr. Van Buren has been
nominated for the Presidency by the Buffalo Con-
vention composed of Whigs, abolitionists, and Barn-
burners.

I retired tonight exceedingly fatigued & exhausted,
caused from my great labours and anxiety concerning
public affairs, and especially the uncertain action of
Congress upon any subject whatever. The members
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are so much engaged in President making that they
attend to little else. It is a Congress as reckless of
the public interests as any I have ever known. They
- are enlarging the appropriations to an enormous and
unnecessary amount, and if all their internal Im-
provement schemes could prevail a further loan
would be indispensible.

FRIDAY, 11th August, 1848 — Up to 12 O’Clock
to-day, when I closed my office, I was besieged by
office seekers and others who called on business. I
was so much fatigued that I concluded to abandon
the attempt to finish my veto Internal Improvement
message, should a Bill on that subject come to me.
Subject to be interrupted every hour to attend to nec-
essary public duties, I have not the time or the health
& strength to do justice to myself or the subject before
the adjournment of Congress on the 14th Instant;
and must therefore, if an Internal Improvement Bill
comes to me, retain it until the next session of Con-
gress (see this Diary of yesterday).

I prepared a short message to meet the case of the
insertion of any Internal Improvement item in any
of the General appropriation Bills, and it was copied
by my Private Secretary. Mr. Toucey called and
read to me the draft of a message which he had pre-
pared on the California claims Bill, should it pass
Congress. I had requested him to prepare it (see
this Diary of tuesday last). I attended to much busi-
ness with public officers & on my table to-day. I
learn that the Ho. Repts. rejected the missouri com-
promise amendment of the Senate to the Oregon Ter-
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ritorial Bill. This I deeply deplore. I fear that
nothing will be done at this Session and that the
slavery agitation will be kept up in the country.

I learn to-night that the Buffalo convention of
Whigs, Abolitionists, and Barnburners have nomi-
nated Charles F. Adams, the son of the late John
Quincy Adams, who is an avowed Abolitionist, for
the Vice Presidency on Mr. Van Buren’s ticket, the
latter having been nominated for the Presidency.
Mr. Van Buren is the most fallen man I have ever
known.

SATURDAY, 712th August, 1848 — Many persons
called this morning. The Cabinet met at the usual
hour this morning; all the members present except
the Secretary of the Treasury, who, I learn, is con-
fined to his house by indisposition. Several matters
of business were disposed of. The subject of the
propriety of sending a message to Congress, if the
Oregon Bill should pass with the restriction as re-
spects slavery, was further discussed (see this Diary
of tuesday, the 8th Instant). The draft which Mr.
Buchanan prepared at my request was read by him.
I expressed the opinion, in which the Cabinet all
concurred, that if the Oregon Territorial Bill with
the slavery restriction in it passed and was presented
to me for my approval and signature, I ought not
to with-hold from it my signature, and that I could
not do so without arraying the country into geo-
graphical parties on the slavery question and greatly
increasing the excitement, already great, which ex-
isted in and out of Congress upon that question. The
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Cabinet were unanimously of opinion that I ought to
sign the Bill. They had expressed the same opinion
in the Cabinet meeting of the 8th Instant. I ex-
pressed the opinion that if I approved and signed
the Bill in the usual form without assigning my rea-
sons, my opinion in regard to California & New
Mexico would not be understood, and that it might
be inferred that I had yielded the question in regard
to the Territory South as well as North of the Mis-
souri compromise line, which would not be true. I
stated that I thought that I ought to accompany the
notification [to] Congress with a message explana-
tory of my position and of the reasons which had
induced me to sign the Oregon Territorial Bill,
should such a Bill pass. The draft prepared by Mr.
Buchanan will require some modifications in order
to conform precisely to my views. I put it into the
hands of Mr. H. C. Williams, a confidential clerk,
to be copied in a fair hand for my examination. Mr.
Toucy, the atto. General, then read the draft of
a message which he had prepared as applicable to
the California claims Bill now before Congress, &
which I had requested him in the Cabinet meeting
on the 8th Instant to prepare. By that Bill Con-
gress creates an office and assumes to appoint the
officers, or rather to designate & direct who they shall
[be], which, in my judgment is an infringement of
the right of the Executive to make appointments, and
is therefore unconstitutional. If the Bill shall pass
it will be at a very late period of the Session, and I
have requested the attorney General to prepare this
veto message, that I might be prepared to meet it. It
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was a well drawn paper, and I placed it in the hands
of Mr. H. C. Williams & Mr. Samuel H. Laughlin
to be copied. Late in the afternoon I learned that
the Senate had been engaged all day in a violent
discussion on the Oregon Territorial Bill. About
dark, accompanied by all the members of my Cabi-
net, I repaired to the Capitol, as it is usual for the
President to do near the close of a Session of Con-
gress, so as to enable the committee of Enrolled Bills
to present to him such Bills as may be passed for
his approval and signature, without the necessity of
waiting on him at his mansion. The President at-
tends at the Capitol and occupies the Vice President’s
room on such occasions, for the convenience of Con-
gress. On reaching the Capitol I found the Senate
still engaged in the discussion of the Oregon Terri-
torial Bill. The House of Representatives, I learn,
were in great confusion & disorder, and about 9
O’Clock I learned that the House had adjourned.
It was near 10 O’Clock P. M. before any Bill was
presented for my approval. I approved and signed
several Bills and among them the Civil and Diplo-
matic appropriation Bill. About 11’4 QO’Clock,
learning that in consequence of the adjournment of
the House no other Bills could be presented to me
to-night, I returned to the President’s mansion, leav-
ing the Senate still engaged in discussing the Oregon
Territorial Bill.

SUNDAY, 7 3th August, 1848 — At breakfast this
morning I learned that the flag was flying over the
Senate chamber, which indicated that the Senate was
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still in Session. The Senate continued in Session all
night & until near 10 O’Clock this morning, when
they passed the Oregon Territorial Bill with the
restriction of slavery in it, and adjourned to meet atg
O’Clock to-morrow morning. It was now certain that
this Bill would be presented to me for my approval &
signature; and I was engaged during most of the
day, and until 12 O’Clock at night, in revising and
modifying Mr. Buchanan’s draft, & had Mr. H. C.
Williams employed as a clerk in copying [it] for me.
Mr. Mason was with me, assisting me most of the
time, Mr. Buchanan a part of the time, and about
10 O'Clock P. M. Mr. Marcy came in. Mr. Bu-
chanan was still of opinion that I ought not to send in
such a message, for the reasons assigned by him in the
Cabinet meeting of the 8th Instant. I thought other-
wise and determined to do so. Mr. Buchanan was
opposed, if I did send it in, to my making any dis-
tinct declaration that I would veto a Bill with the
slavery restriction in it which embraced territory
South of 36° 30’, the Missouri compromise line. I
had prepared a paragraph in the message. Mr.
Mason thought such a paragraph should be inserted.
Late at night, say between 10 & 11 O’Clock, Mr.
Ritchie came in, and on hearing the message ex-
pressed the opinion that such a paragraph should
be inserted, and thought the message as it stood was
not strong enough and distinct enough on that point.
I requested him to reduce to writing what he thought
ought to be inserted. He did so, but on examining
it I was not pleased with it and did not adopt it
The point was discussed at some length, in which
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Mr. Mason and Mr. Marcy took part. I observed
that Mr. Buchanan, after Mr. Ritchie came in, re-
mained silent. I referred to him two or three times
for his opinion upon different forms of phraseology
which were proposed, but he gave none. He retired
between 11 and 12 O'Clock. A paragraph was
finally prepared with which I was satisfied, and
which was approved by Mr. Marcy & Mr. Mason.
Mr. Ritchie left the paragraph which he had pre-
pared, & which I did not adopt, lying on my table.
I will preserve it, as possibly something may arise
hereafter to make it necessary to refer to the facts.
I am induced to do this from Mr. Buchanan’s entire
silence after Mr. Ritchie came. Mr. Mason and
Mr. Marcy approved the paper as I had modified
[it], and thought I ought to send in such a message
when I announced that I had approved & signed the
Bill. Mr. Ritchie was of the same opinion. In the
course of the afternoon Senator Turney of Tennes-
see called, and was excited upon the subject and in-
sisted that I should veto the Bill. I told him I
differed with him in opinion, informed him of the
course I proposed to take, and read to him the draft
of my message to accompany the announcement to the
Ho. Repts. in which the Bill had originated, that I
had given to it my official sanction. While Mr.
Turney was with me, Senators Cameron and Hanne-
gan called. Senator Hannegan aside, and not in a
tone so audible as to be heard by the others, told me
that if I vetoed the Bill, though he had voted for it,
he would sustain me. He told me if his vote could
have changed the result he would have voted against
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it. About sunset Senator Calhoun and Mr. Burt of
S. C. called. Mr. Calhoun expressed the opinion
strongly that I should veto the Bill. I told him I
had made up my mind to sign it, though I would do
so reluctantly, and that I proposed to send a message
to the House stating the considerations which had
induced me to do so. He still insisted that I ought
to veto it on constitutional grounds. I told him that
if the question of imposing the restriction was an
original one arising for the first time, I would have
serious doubts of its constitutionality. I remarked
that there might be questions arise effecting [affect-
ing] the very existence of the Union, upon which we
ought to yield individual opinions, in deference to
what our predecessors had done, and I considered
this one of them. I reminded him that I had in con-
versation with him some days ago, when he had called
to see me on the subject (pending the deliberations of
the committee of 8 of the Senate) [told him] that I
was willing to accept the Missouri compromise line.
I told him that I was willing to accept the compro-
mise reported by that committee. Both having now
failed, I did not see that I could veto the naked
Oregon Bill, inasmuch as all the territory of Oregon
lay North of the missouri compromise line. I re-
minded him that in 1844 a Bill to establish a Terri-
torial Government over Oregon had passed the Ho.
" Repts. with the same restriction in it, with only 20
or 30 negative votes; that in 1846 a similar Bill had
passed the Ho. Repts., and that many of the Southern
Democrats had voted for it; that when the latter Bill
was pending Mr. Burt (who was present and to
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whom I appealed) had moved to insert an amend-
ment ' declaring that as the whole territory lay North
of the missouri compromise line as a reason for in-
serting the restriction in the Bill, that with that
amendment the South would have been satisfied to
pass the Bill with that restriction. I then reminded
him that at the present Session of Congress every
Senator, North & South and of all parties, had upon
one or other of the propositions which had been be-
fore the Senate voted for Bills with the restriction
in them. I told him that the compromise Bill * re-
ported by the committee of 8, of which he was a
member and for which he voted, contained the re-
striction ; that the Bill containing the missouri com-
promise also contained it so far as Oregon was
concerned. He replied that these Bills contained
provisions of compromise also; to which I responded,
that fact did not change a constitutional principle.
I then told him [if] the Bill which had passed the
Senate this morning should be presented to me I
would reluctantly sign it, and that I proposed to
accompany the notification to the House in which it
had originated with a message assigning my reasons
for having done so. I told him that the first reason
would be the urgent necessity for a Government in
Oregon, and the second that the whole territory of
Oregon lay north of the missouri compromise line,

1 Globe, 29 Cong. 2 Sess. 170.

2The Clayton compromise; the bill passed the Senate July 27,
1848, but was tabled by the House in favor of a bill of its own.
For an account of the measure, see Garrison, # estward Extension,

303-305.



74 JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY [14 Ave.

& was, therefore, not inconsistent with the compro-
mise. I told him I had prepared such a message
and that it was then being copied, that my impres-
sion was that I would send it in, though I would
reserve that question until to-morrow and would take
until the Bill came to me to reflect on it. He then
said if I sent such a message I ought to rest my action
on the great necessity for a Government over Oregon,
& intimated distinctly that if I committed myself to
the missouri compromise line and claimed nothing
north of it, that the south would not get so much
in the final adjustment. I understood his meaning
to be that it should be treated as a Diplomatic ques-
tion by claiming more than I was willing to take.
In the close of the conversation he again insisted that
I should veto the Bill. I repeated that I would
sign it, and told him that if I were to veto it after
all that had occurred, and in the present excited state
of Congress & of the public mind, I should do more
to inflame that excitement & to array the country
into geographical parties and to rend the Union,
than any act which had ever been done by any Presi-
dent or any man in the country. He left me fully
understanding my opinions & what I would do. It
was after 12 O’Clock at night when I retired.

MONDAY, 14th August, 1848.— 1 rose early this
morning, went to my office, & with my Private Sec-
retary carefully revised the message which I pro-
pose to send to the Ho. Repts. to-day, if the Oregon
Territorial Bill should be presented to me, assigning
my reasons for having signed it. I modified &
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changed several paragraphs, and caused some of the
sheets, those on which the modifications were con-
tained, to be recopied by Mr. H. C. Williams. At
9 O’Clock Mr. Toucey and Mr. Marcy came in, that
being the hour appointed for my Cabinet to assemble
to accompany me to the Capitol. Shortly afterwards
Mr. Buchanan came in, and [I] was struck with a
remark which he addressed to Mr. Marcy to the
effect: Well, did you and Mr. Ritchie fix that para-
graph in the message after I left last night? I had
the message in my hand and replied to him by saying
that the passage written by Mr. Ritchie had not been
inserted (see this Diary of yesterday). I then read
the paragraph as it had been prepared and inserted.
Mr. Buchanan was still opposed to my sending in
the message. I told him I had made up my mind
to send it in. Mr. Marcy and Mr. Mason thought I
ought to send it in under all the circumstances.
About 915 O’Clock I proceeded to the Capitol, ac-
companied by the members of my Cabinet except
Mr. Walker, who was confined to his House by in-
disposition. Shortly after reaching the Vice Presi-
dent’s room I learned that a debate was going on
in the Senate, and shortly afterwards that a similar
debate was going on in the Ho. Repts., against sus-
pending the joint rule of the two Houses which pre-
vents any Bill from being presented to the President
for his approval or signature on the last day of the
Session. The two Houses had agreed to adjourn the
session at 12 O’Clock this day, and the object of the
debate in both Houses was to prevent the question
on suspending the rules from being taken until that
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hour, when the adjournment would take place & the
Oregon Bill be, of course, lost. Many other Bills
were in the same condition with the Oregon Bill, &
among others the army appropriation Bill, without
which it was impossible for the Government to get
on until the meeting of the next Session. This fact
was made known to several Senators, to whom I also
communicated the fact that if Congress adjourned
without passing the army appropriation Bill, I would
feel it to be my duty forthwith to issue my Proclama-
tion conv[en]ing an extra Session of Congress to
meet on to-morrow. About 1034 O’Clock the dis-
cussion ended, the Joint Rule was suspended, & all
the Bills which had been matured were presented to
me for my approval & signature. While I was very
busy hastily examining the Army & Oregon Bills,
Senator Calhoun came in [and] held a short con-
versation [with] Mr. Mason in a different part of
the room from that which I occupied. Mr. Mason
stepped to me & said Mr. Calhoun wished to see me.
I stepped hastily to him with one of the Bills in my
hand. He urged me, if I would sign the Oregon
Bill, to announce the fact to the Ho. Repts., in which
it originated, in the usual form & not to send any
written message with the notification, as I had in-
formed him last evening I would probably do. I
told him promptly that I had made up my mind,
and would send in the written message. I returned
to my table, signed the Oregon Bill and my message,
and sent my Private Secretary with the message to
the House of Repts., who delivered it about 34ths
of an hour before 12 O'Clock. 1 immediately made
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the nominations for the officers in Oregon to the
Senate, & in a few minutes they were confirmed. I
signed all the other Bills which were presented to
me, & the two Houses adjourned precisely at 12
O’Clock. A very few minutes before the adjourn-
ment I learned that my message to the Ho. Repts.
had not been read, & that the Speaker had intimated
that it would not go on the Journal, but be locked
up until the next Session. The House, I learned,
was in great confusion & finally adjourned, when the
hour of 12 O’Clock arrived, in the midst of a call of
the ayes & noes. I sent my Private Secretary to the
Speaker to request a copy of my message, as the draft
which I had retained has, in making a fair copy from
it for the House, been in some slight respects changed,
so that it was not a literal & exact copy. The answer
which my Private Secretary brought from the
Speaker left some doubt whether he would permit
me to have a copy of the message and I sent him
back to repeat to the man, and to say to him that it
was a public message intended for publication as
other public proceedings. My Private Secretary
returned & informed me that the Speaker had di-
rected the clerk to furnish me a copy, but expressed
doubts whether the message could go on the Journal.
I then sent for the clerk (Mr. Campbell) and re-
quested him to furnish [me] a copy. He enquired
of me if I wished the printers to have a copy for
publication, and I answered him that I did, and that
I had requested a copy for myself with a view to its
publication. The intimation which led to my re-
quest for a copy, that its publication might be sup-
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pressed by the Speaker until the next Session of Con-
gress, struck me with great surprise. Not exceeding
two minutes before the adjournment of the two
Houses, which took place precisely at 12 O’Clock in
pursuance of a Joint Resolution previously adopted,
a committee of the Senate consisting of Mr. Hanne-
gan, chairman, & Mr. Green® of R. Island & Mr.
Turney of Tennessee waited on me to inform me that
unless I had some further communication to make
they were ready to adjourn. I answered that I had
no further communications to make. The confusion
and disorder in the Ho. Repts. was such that they
adjourned abruptly upon the arrival of the hour of
12 O’Clock, and no committee waited on me from
that House. I returned to the Presidential mansion,
and during the remainder of the day saw many mem-
bers of both Houses of Congress, who called to take
leave of me. I am heartily rejoiced that the Session
of Congress is over. My long confinement and great
labour has exceedingly exhausted me, and I feel the
absolute necessity of having some rest. I have not
been three miles from the President’s mansion since
my return from my tour through the Eastern States
in June & July, 1847, a period of more than thirteen
months. Judge Mason left with his wife to-night
to visit a sick child in Virginia.

TUESDAY, I 5th August, 1848.— Many members of
Congress called to take leave of me this morning.
With them many office seekers made their way into

1 Albert Collins Greene, 1791-1863, Senator from Rhode Is-
land 1845-1851.
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my office. The professed office-seekers are certainly
the most contemptible race on earth. They will
never cease to annoy me. The Cabinet met at the
usual hour; all the members present except the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, who is confined to his house
by indisposition, and the Sec. of the Navy, who left
the City on yesterday. Many matters preparatory
to the execution [of] the laws passed by Congress
at the late Session were attended to. I informed the
Cabinet that I was so much fatigued and worn down
that I proposed to leave on friday next on a visit to
the Bedford Springs in Pennsylvania for the benefit
of my health, and that I expected to be absent for
ten days, and that I desired the members of the Cabi-
net to remain at Washington during my absence.
Mr. Johnson, the P. M. Gen’'], said he had contem-
plated a short visit to the North with his family,
to which I made no objection. During the day mem-
bers of Congress called to take leave of me. This
was reception evening. A few persons, ladies &
gentlemen, called.

WEDNESDAY, I6th August, 1848.— Many persons
called this morning. At 12 O’Clock I closed my
office & devoted most of the day to clearing my table
of the mass of papers relating to many matters of
detail which had accumulated on my table. I saw
public officers also and attended to business with
them. There was music on the grounds this after-
noon. I did not attend. I was much fatigued &
was not well, having had symptoms of the return
of chills during the day.
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THURSDAY, 77th August, 1848.— It being known
that I intended to leave on to-morrow on a short
visit to the Bedford Springs' in Pennsylvania for
the purpose of having some relaxation from my long
continued confinement and labour, and for the benefit
of my health, a great number of persons called to-day.
Among others were a herd of office-seekers, who
seemed to act as though they thought it was the last
opportunity they would ever have to obtain [a] place.
I had no offices for them and am greatly disgusted
with them. I was constantly and laboriously occu-
pied throughout the day and until a late hour at
night in clearing my table of the business upon [it],
and giving to the members of my Cabinet instruc-
tions concerning the public business during my ab-
sence. Among other things I was called on to make
compensation to J. Quinn Thornton for making a
journey from Oregon to Washington. Hon Robt.
Smith of the Ho. Repts. from Illinois called on me
early in the day on the subject. Congress had in-
serted in the general appropriation Bill an item to
defray the expenses and for the compensation of
bearers of despatches from the Temporary Govern-
ment in Oregon to the Government of the U. States.
Mr. Thornton had brought to me in May last a
private letter from Mr. Abernathy,? the Governor of

1 Near the town of Bedford, about 100 miles southwest of
Harrisburg.

2 George Abernathy, 1807-1877, went to Oregon as a mis-
sionary in 1840; was elected Governor upon the organization of
the provisional government in 1845 and continued in office until
superseded by Joseph Lane, in 1849.
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the temporary Governor [government] of Oregon
and on comparing this letter with the terms of the law
I had doubts whether Mr. Thornton’s claim was em-
braced by the law. Mr. Smith [said] it was the in-
tention of Congress to provide for his payment. He
said he & Senator Douglass of Illinois knew Mr.
Thornton well. I told him if Mr. Thornton would
make a statement of his claim on oath and that he
came at the instance and request of the Government
or Governor of Oregon, and he (Mr. Smith) and
Senator Douglass would address me a communication
vouching for the good character and veracity of Mr.
Thornton, and that it was the intention of Congress
in the appropriation they had made to pay him, that
I would direct his payment. Mr. Smith left and at a
subsequent part of the day Senator Douglass called
upon the subject, & I held in substance the same con-
versation with him that I had with Mr. Smith. The
Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Walker) was in my
office during my conversation with Mr. Douglass. I
read to him the law of Congress & the letter from
Governor Abernathy, and discussed with him the
legal question whether, upon that letter as the only
evidence that Mr. Thornton had come from Oregon
as the bearer of communications to the Government
of the U. S., his claim fell within the law. Mr.
Douglass thought it did. Upon a minute examina-
tion I thought otherwise, & so expressed myself. I
then told Mr. Douglass what I had told Mr. Smith,
and when I said to him if Mr. Thornton would state
his claim on oath and he and Mr. Smith would vouch
for his character and veracity and that it was the in-
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tention of Congress in the appropriation they had
made to pay him that I would, upon this evidence, in
connection with Gov. Abernathy’s letter, direct him
to be paid; Mr. Douglass said in an excited and of-
fensive manner, that could be done but he would feel
humiliated or degraded (I am not positive which of
these terms he used) to do it. I was indignant at his
manner and the terms he used, and said to him
promptly in a stern manner that I did not ask him to
humiliate or degrade himself; that I asked him to
do nothing in the matter. I told him he had called
on me to urge the payment of the claim; that I de-
sired to pay it if I could do so legally; that my opin-
ion was that I would not be justified in paying it upon
the naked letter of Gov. Abernathy alone, and that I
would not direct its payment upon that evidence. 1
told him that if the statement he & Mr. Smith had
made to me verbally was not put in writing & the
evidence I required furnished, I would not direct its
payment. He intimated that some enemies of Thorn-
ton who were intimate friends [of mine] had prej-
udiced me against him. He was still excited. I
told him the fact was not so and that I repelled the
insinuation. I demanded of him to give me the
names of the persons by whom he supposed I had
been prejudiced against Thornton, which he declined
to do. The interview was painful & most unex-
pected to me. Mr. Douglass appeared to become
calmer & to talk more rationally before he left. His
arrogant tone and manner, as well as his language,
was very offensive. I was myself somewhat excited
& after he left the room I asked Mr. Walker, the
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Sec. of the Treasury, if I had been betrayed into any
impudent expression in my conversation with Mr.
Douglass. He said I had not, and that Mr. Doug-
lass was clearly in the wrong. Late in the afternoon
Mr. Smith of Ill. called and presented to me the evi-
dence which I had required in support of Thorn-
ton’s claim, to wit: Thornton’s own statement, ac-
companied with statements from Senator Douglass
and himself, such as I had required in the mo[rn]ing.
These papers I directed to be placed on file in the
War Department, and upon this evidence I directed
Mr. Thornton to be paid, in the same way that I
had directed Mr. Joseph L. Meek, who had borne
communications from the Government of Oregon to
the U. S., to be paid. Mr. Smith expressed his grat-
ification that Thornton would be paid. I regret ex-
ceedingly the excited conversation with Mr. Doug-
lass. There was no occasion for it, and it was his
own fault that it occurred. His conduct was not re-
spectful to my public station; was assuming and ar-
rogant, and upon reflection he must regret it.

The Hon. John McKeon called today in company
with Mr. Marcy, the Secretary of War. I informed
him in Mr. Marcy’s presence that I had determined
to remove Benjamin F. Butler from the office of At-
torney of the U. S. for the Southern District of New
York; that I desired to make the removal to-day, &
that I was willing to appoint him (Mr. McKeon) in
his place, and offered to do so. Mr. McKeon
promptly said he could not accept it; that he held a
good office in the City of New York which would
not expire for two & an half years, which he would
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not give up. I remarked that I regretted now that
I had not appointed him when I appointed Mr. But-
ler, shortly after I came into the Presidential office.
He declined positively to accept the office. I then
asked him to name a suitable person to be appointed,
repeating that I had resolved to remove Mr. Butler
and desired to do it before I left, as I intended to do,
for the Bedford Springs on to-morrow. He and
Gov. Marcy canvassed the claims of several of the
lawyers in New York, but came to no satisfactory
opinion. Mr. McKeon requested me to postpone
making the removal & appointment until my return
from the Springs, and that in the mean-time he
would return to New York & consult confidentially
some of his political friends and would write Gov.
Marcy on the subject. After much conversation
with him and Gov. Marcy I agreed to his suggestion.
I authorized him to consult with Mr. Charles O’Con-
ner' and Mr. Cutting, either of whom I was will-
ing to appoint, but neither of whom he thought
would accept, and after consulting with these two
gentlemen confidentially to request them to unite
with himself in recommending a proper person to be
appointed. With the understanding that he would
do so, and that I would act upon the subject as soon
as I returned from the Springs, Mr. McKeon left.
After night Gov. Marcy called on other business, &
when he was leaving I told him that when he heard

! Charles O’Conor, 1804-1884, a noted lawyer of New York.
He was the senior counsel for Jefferson Davis and one of the
signers of his bail bond. He changed the spelling of his name,
the original form being O’Connor.

an di.




1848] JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY 8

from Mr. McKeon, O’Conner, & Cutting, I would
leave it to him to select the person proper to be ap-
pointed. This I did because he was better able to
judge of the fitness of the men (lawyers) in New
York for the office than I could be.

As I shall leave to-morrow for the Bedford
Springs, I will continue this Diary in another vol-
ume,' not desiring to run the risk of any casuality
by which this volume might be lost & fall into other
hands.

I retired late at night, exceedingly fatigued from
a most oppressive day’s labour. The weather is very
warm, and I greatly need rest & relaxation from busi-
ness. This I hope I shall have for the next few days.

FripAY, 18th August, 1848 — This morning I
set out from Washington on a visit to the Bedford
Springs in Pennsylvania. I took the morning train
of cars & proceeded to Cumberland, Maryland,
where I arrived at 6 O’Clock P. M. I was accom-
panied by my nephew, Samuel P. Walker, of Ten-
nessee, and by Dr. Foltz,? a surgeon in the Navy.
It had been known a day or two before that I in-
tended to make the visit, though no public notice of
it had been announced. My object was to have
some repose and relaxation after my long and severe
confinement and labour. Since my return early in

1 The volume of the Diary in use at this time is discontinued
with this day’s entry, leaving some fifty pages blank. The entry
for August 18 begins a new volume.

3 Jonathan M. Foltz, Surgeon in the navy 1838, Chief of the
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery from 1871 until his retirement
in 1872.
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July, 1847, from my Northern tour, I have not been
more than two or three miles from my office, and
during that whole period (13 months) my labours,
responsibilities, and anxieties have been very great.
Indeed I was exceedingly wearied and almost pros-
trated by fatigue. I regret that Mrs. Polk could
not accompany me. Some friends who were on a
visit to us made it proper, in her opinion, that she
should remain. My brother, Wm. H. Polk, and
his wife, my sister, Mrs. Hays, and her daughter,
and Mrs. Polk’s niece, Miss Sarah P. Rucker, were
inmates of our family and they constituted too nu-
merous a company to be of my party. At Harper’s
Ferry and Charlestown a number of persons who
had heard that I was expected to pass had assembled
to see me. Senator Underwood of Ky. and his
family, Mr. Thompson of the Ho. Repts. from Vir-
ginia and his family, and Mr. Gaines of Natchez,
Miss., were among the passengers in the cars as far
as Cumberland. They all spent the night at the
same Hotel with me in Cumberland. A number of
the citizens of Cumberland called to pay their re-
spects in the course of the evening. I should not
omit to mention that my faithful servant, Wm. Day,
a free man of colour, accompanies me and is very
useful to me. 1 have had him in my employment
as a messenger during the whole of my Presidential
term. Col. James Polk ! of Baltimore came up in

1 Colonel James Polk of Somerset, Maryland, appointed Naval
Officer at Baltimore December 29, 1845. He was a descendant
of that branch of the Polk family which remained in Maryland
when the President’s ancestors removed to North Carolina.
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the cars with me from the relay House. He is dis-
tantly related to me, having descended from the
same original stock. He will join my party in the
morning & will accompany me to the Bedford

Springs.

SATURDAY, I9th August, 1848.— After break-
fast this morning I left Cumberland, Md., for the
Bedford Springs, Penn., in a special coach furnished
for my accommodation by Mr. Johnson, the very
obliging stage contractor on the line. Mr. John-
son accompanied me to see that I was properly ac-
commodated. My company in the coach consisted
of my nephew, Samuel P. Walker, Dr. Foltz, Sur-
geon of the U. S. Navy, and Col. James Polk of
Maryland. The latter gentleman fills the office of
Naval officer at Baltimore. He descended from the
same family with myself, and is distantly related.
At the half-way House between Cumberland and the
Bedford Springs (Anderson’s) the teams in the
coach were changed & we procured fresh horses. A
number of farmers of the neighbourhood were
there. They had heard the day before that I was
expected to pass the road to-day. I shook hands and
conversed with them. I soon found that they were
democrats. One of them, named Cisney, was a
sensible man, and talked more than any of the rest.
He told me that the valley between the mountains in
which we were was called Cumberland Valley, and
that in politics it was a /ittle Berks of a place. Berks
is the great Democratic county of Pennsylvania,
using [usually] giving between four and five thou-
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sand of a Democratic majority. He pointed to [a]
House in view, which he informed me was the place
of voting in that District, and informed me that at
the Presidential election in 1844 out of 208 votes
polled 192 of them were given to Polk & Dallas,
and that they intended to give as good a vote to
Cass & Butler this fall. I took leave of these honest
farmers & we proceeded on our journey. I was re-
quested by Mr. Cisney to call at a house which he
described a mile on the way and shake hands with his
elder brother, who was now 88 years old, and, as he
said, always opened the election at their precinct by
giving the first Democratic vote. I called at the
House and found the old gentleman absent from
home. I got out of the coach and shook hands with
the old lady. She expressed her grief that the old
gentleman was absent and said he would be almost
beside himself when he heard I had been there. She
said he had rode off down to Esquire —'’s. I do
not remember the name of the ‘“ Squire,” as she
called it. I promised her to call and see him on my
return, which seemed greatly to delight her. We
proceeded on our way to the Springs, where we ar-
rived about 1 O’Clock P. M. It was known at the
Springs that I was expected to-day, but I was not
looked for until about 4 O’Clock, the usual hour for
the arrival of the stage. It was not known that I
would come over in a special coach and, arriving
two or three hours earlier than the usual hour for
the arrival of the Stage, the proprietor and company
at the Springs were taken by surprise. I was in-
formed after I arrived that the Citizens of the Vil-



1848] JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY 8

lage of Bedford, situated about 2 miles from the
Springs, and the company at the Springs had made
arrangements to give me a formal reception, and had
provided a band of music for the purpose. I pre-
fer to have arrived quietly as I did than to have had a
public reception. I found about 5o visitors at the
springs, and among them was my old friend, the
Hon. John Laporte,' with whom I served in Con-
gress many years ago. Col. Black,? lately command-
ing the U. S. Volunteers in Mexico, and his wife,
Mr. Magraw of Pittsburg, Mr. McKinley, Editor
of the leading Democratic paper at Harrisburg,
were also of the number. In the course of the even-
ing Gen’l Bowman and a number of other citizens
of the village of Bedford came out to see me. In
the evening I was requested to walk into the Ball-
room, where there was music and a number of young
persons dancing. I remained but a short time and
then retired for the night. I find the buildings
large & the accommodations good. The Springs
are situated in a valley between two mountains. The
valley is not more than two hundreds yards wide.
One of the head streams of the Juniata runs between
the mountains, and the Springs flow out of the sides
of the mountain. The Spring of greatest medicinal
virtue and chiefly used is a bold, strong fountain. I
have not been furnished with an analysis of its prop-
erties. The water, however, contains portions of
magnesia & iron; & when used operates chiefly on
! John Laporte, Representative from Tennessee 1833-1837.

2 Samuel Black, Lieutenant Colonel of the ist regiment of
Pennsylvania Volunteers in the Mexican War.
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the kidneys & bowels. There are also a white
sulpher springs; a Slate Spring; a very large lime-
stone Spring, and three or four other springs, all
within a circumference of less than three hundred
yards in diameter. The walks and grounds are neat
& well shaded, and everything about the establish-
ment has the appearance of comfort. I used but
little of the water this evening. There is a great dif-
ference between the hot & sultry atmosphere of
Washington & this place. I slept under a blanket
to-night and would have been uncomfortable with-
out it.

SUNDAY, 20th August, 1848 — 1 rose early this
morning and walked to the main spring, drank some
of the water, and then ascended the mountain by a
winding path to its Summit, where a summer-house
or shed had been erected. The fog rose and pre-
vented the view over the valley below, which is said
to be very fine. I returned and drank more of the
water before breakfast. This being the sabbath was
a quiet day, and I remained chiefly in my chamber.
I wrote letters to Mrs. Polk & to J. Knox Walker.
In the afternoon I ascended to the top of the moun-
tain again & had a fine view of the valley below and
of the surrounding country. At dinner & in the
afternoon I shook hands with a number of people
from the village & the neighbourhood, who from
curiosity had come to see the President of the United
States. The day became cloudy and the atmosphere
cold, so much so that about 2 O’Clock I had a fire
made in my room. Towards sunset a cold rain com-
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menced falling. At 8 O’Clock P. M. the company
assembled in one of the large parlours and an ex-
cellent sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Pur-
viance ! of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Purviance
resides in Baltimore. After the service was over I
retired for the night. The rain continued to fall
when T retired, and I slept very comfortably under
two blankets.

MONDAY, 215t August, 1848.— The weather was
cloudy and cool this morning, and I fear will be un-
pleasant during the short stay I propose to make at
the Springs. I walked to the Spring and drank
freely of the water before breakfast this morning.’
It begins to produce its effect on my system. Sev-
eral of the visitors left this morning, and others speak
of leaving soon in consequence of the unfavourable
character of the weather. I find the company pleas-
ant. Several persons from the village of Bedford
& the surrounding country visited me to-day. In the
evening Mr. Meek, the Marshall of the Oregon
Territory, arrived from Washington bearing de-
spatches to me from Mr. Buchanan, the Secretary of
State, & a communication from Mr. Cave Johnson,
the Post master Gen'l. By them I learned that
Gen’l Shields of Illinois, whom I had appointed
Governor of Oregon, had, by a Telegraphic de-
spatch, declined to accept. Before I left Washing-
ton I had made known my intention, in the event
Gen'l Shields should not accept, to appoint Gen’l

! Rev. G. D. Purviance, pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church,
Baltimore. '
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Joseph Lane of Indiana to be Governor of Oregon.
This being known, Mr. Buchanan forwarded to me
by Mr. Meek a commission for Gen’l Lane, all com-
plete except my signature. I signed it and wrote a
letter to Gen’l Lane. I delivered the commission
and letter to Mr. Meek, with directions to proceed
immediately to Gen’l Lane’s residence on the Ohio
River, near Evansville, Indiana, and deliver them
to him. I prepared a Telegraphic despatch for
Gen’l Lane, informing him of his appointment, and
forwarded it to Thos. J. Reed,! P. M. at Louisville,
with a request that he would send it to him by the
first boat descending the River. This Telegraphic
despatch I delivered to Gen’l Bowman, the editor of
the Bedford Gazette, who took it to the Telegraph
office in the village of Bedford & sent it off to-night.
Mr. Meek left in the Western Stage and proceeded
on his journey. My orders are that the Governor,
Marshall, and other officers of Oregon should, if
practicable, proceed to Oregon this fall, & for this
purpose a military escort has been ordered to be in
readiness at Fort Leavenworth, Mo., to accompany
them. If Gov. Lane and the other officers can
leave Fort Leavenworth by the 15th of September,
they can cross the Rocky Mountains before the snows
of winter will obstruct their passage.

TUESDAY, 22nd August, 1848 — This morning
was cool & fires were comfortable. It is almost
too late in the season to visit this watering place. In
the hot weather it must be a delightful spot. I rode

1Thomas J. Read.



1848] JAMES K. POLK’S DIARY 93

two miles & visited Maj'r Watson at his house this
morning. Major W. had invited me to do so. I
was accompanied by a party of Gentlemen. When
we arrived we met Judge Black,' who is a candidate
for the Democratic nomination for Governor of
Pennsylvania. There was a cold collation and other
refreshments. I returned to the Springs & after
dinner rode to the village of Bedford at the invita-
tion of several of the citizens. A party of gentle-
men accompanied me. We stopped at a Hotel
where many citizens of the village called and were
introduced to me. We took supper and returned to
the Springs. I spend my time very comfortably.
Judge Laporte, Judge Black, Col. Black of Pitts-
burg, lately returned from Mexico, Mr. Magraw, &
other Democratic friends are of the company at the
Springs. The Hon. Job Mann, the Representative
of the District in Congress, Gen’l Bowman, & others
who reside in the village, spend a part of every day
with me at the Springs. I use the water freely, &
think the rest, mountain air, & water has invigorated
and improved me. On returning from the village
this evening I found the Hon. John McKeon of the
City of New York, with whom I once served in
Congress, had arrived. He very soon asked me to
walk, and informed me that he had come especially
to see me and to say that he would accept the office of
Attorney of the U. S. for the Southern District of
New York, if I removed Benjamin F. Butler, who
now holds that office. The day before I left Wash-

1 Jeremiah Sullivan Black, 1810-1883, U. S. Attorney General
1857-1860, Secretary of State 1860-1861.
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ington Mr. McKeon called on me, and I informed
him that I intended to remove Mr. Butler and that
I had thought of tendering the office to him. He
at that time declined accepting it, and in consequence
of doubts on his mind who should be appointed, he
requested me to postpone making the removal & ap-
pointment until after my return from my contem-
plated visit to Bedford Springs, & until he could go
to N. York & consult two friends, Mr. Cutting and
M. Charles O’Connor, as to the proper person to be
appointed. I agreed to postpone action as he had re-
quested. The Secretary of War was present during
that conversation with him. He was to write to
Mr. Marcy after his return to N. York. After he
left I saw Mr. Marcy in the evening & told him that
I would rely upon his opinion as to the person I
would appoint. Now Mr. McKeon desires the ap-
pointment himself. I informed him of what I had
said to Mr. Marcy on thursday, after he left my
office, & that I would not act until I saw Mr. Marcy,
and that I would probably, after what I had said to
him, appoint the person whom he might recommend.

WEDNESDAY, 23rd August, 1848.— Mr. John
McKeon of New York, who arrived here on last
evening, left here early this morning (see this Diary
of yesterday). About 11 O’Clock to-day accom-
panied by 8 or 10 gentlemen in carriages & in pur-
suance of a previous arrangement, I set out to ride
to the village of Schellsburg, about 9 miles on the
turnpike road in the direction towards Pittseburg.
In passing through the village of Bedford I called a
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few minutes at the House of my friend, the Hon. Job.
Mann, the Representative in Congress from this
District, & paid my respects to his family. Mr.
Mann accompanied the party to Schellsburg. At
Schellsburg the people from the village & many
from the country called and shook hands with me at
the tavern at which we stopped. Several ladies
called. The people seemed to be much gratified.
They said, and the people of the village of Bedford,
that I was the first President of the U. S. who had
ever visited them since the Whisky insurrection in
1794, when troops had been collected there to sup-
press it, and when Gen'l Washington was there.
The people seemed to be much gratified at my visit.
We took dinner at Schellsburg and returned to the
Springs, having had a pleasant ride & spent the day
pleasantly. On my return I found Judge Long-
streth who, as well as Judge Black who accom-
panied me to Schellsburg, is a candidate for the
Democratic nomination as a candidate for Gov-
ernor. He had arrived in the afternoon. The
State convention to make the nomination will meet
at Harrisburg on wednesday next, the 3oth Instant.
I was informed that during my absence to [at]
Schellsburg a fellow named Nugent, the correspon-
dent of the New York Herald over the signature of
Galvienses, and who has been calumniating me for
the last two years in his letters to that paper, had ar-
rived. He is the same fellow who was arraigned
before the Senate for contempt at its last Session.
He was pointed out to me, for I had never seen his
person before to know him. He has, no doubt, fol-
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lowed me to the Springs to see what new slander he
can invent for his employers to be published in the
Herald. 1 informed Judge Laporte who he was, &
took especial care not to speak to him & not to per-
mit myself to converse in his presence. Though a
writer of some smoothness I consider him an un-
principled scoundrel. I may expect to see some
falsehood or other propagated by him in the Herald.

THURSDAY, 24th August, 1848 — Intending to
leave on to-morrow I spent a considerable portion of
the day in writing in my room. Quite a number of
persons from the surrounding country called to see
me to-day. Judge Black and Judge Longstreth
both left to-day. The weather is so damp and cool
that most of the company speak of leaving in two or
three days. In the evening a number of young per-
sons, male & female, came out from the village of
Bedford, and there was dancing in the Ball-Room.
1 was requested to walk into the Ball room. I did
so, & after remaining a few minutes I retired. My
nephew, Samuel P. Walker, did some copying for
me to-day.

FRrIDAY, 25th August, 1848.— After Breakfast this
morning I set out in the Stage for Cumberland, Md.,
on my return to Washington. I was accompanied
by my nephew, Sam’l P. Walker; Dr. Foltz, sur-
geon of the U. S. Navy; Col. James Polk of Mary-
land, who has been one of my party during my visit
to Bedford; and by Col. Samuel Black of Pittsburg,
and his wife. When the stage had proceeded about
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four miles, I was overtaken by a messenger with a
Telegraphic despatch from Gen’l Lane of Indiana,
dated at Louisville, Kentucky, this morning, inform-
ing me that he had received the Telegraphic de-
spatch which I had sent through Thos. J. Reed,
P. M. of Louisville, Ky., to him on the night of the
21st Instant (see this Diary of that day) and that he
accepted the appointment of Governor of Oregon
and would be ready to proceed to Oregon with Mr.
Meek, the Marshall, this fall. This telegraphic de-
spatch is dated at Louisville, Ky., this morning, and
reached me before 10 O'Clock A. M. The stage to
Cumberland stopped at the half-way House between
the Bedford Springs and Cumberland (Anderson’s)
where I found about 20 persons of the neighbour-
hood assembled to see me. I conversed familiarly
with them. I stopped on the wayside an aged man
named Cisney, who was and had been for many years
a leading man of the neighbourhood. He told me
he was 88 years old, that he had always been a Dem-
ocratic [Democrat], & had voted at every election
since he was entitled to vote. He is a remarkable
person. We arrived at Cumberland about 5§ O’Clock
P. M. and remained there all night. During the
evening many persons called to see me. 1 deter-
mined to-night to stop at the Berkeley Springs on to-
morrow. They are situated about 5o miles from
Cumberland and two or three miles from the Rail
Road from Cumberland to Baltimore.

SATURDAY, 260th August, 1848 — 1 left Cumber-
land in the cars at 8 O’Clock this morning, and
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about 10 O’Clock A. M. stopped at the depot near
the Berkeley Springs. I left the cars and proceeded
to the Springs. I was accompanied by my Nephew,
Samuel P. Walker, Dr. Foltz, and Col. James Polk
of Baltimore, who constituted my party. We ar-
rived at the springs between 11 & 12 O'Clock and
stopped at Strother’s Hotel. We found a company
of fashionable people, ladies and gentlemen, num-
bering, it was said, between 150 and 200 persons.
There were two Hotels at the place. Most of the
visitors were at the Hotel at which I stopped.
There was some competition, as I learned, as to the
Hotel at which I should [stop], but in this I took no
part but left it to Dr. Foltz, who had written from
Cumberland last evening by the night train of cars
to Capt. Bowie, a friend of his, who is a visitor at
the Springs, to engage rooms. Capt. Bowie had en-
gaged the rooms accordingly, and met us at the
Depot to accompany us. I found at the Springs
Senator Johnson of Louisiana and his wife; Judge
Daniel ! of the Supreme Court of the U. S. and his
two daughters; Judge Pendleton & his family; The
Rev. Dr. Laurie of Washington & his wife; Mrs.
Key & her daughters, & many others, chiefly from
Virginia & Maryland. The town of Berkeley is
the County seat of Morgan County, Virginia, and is
situated in a valley with mountains or hills around it.
It was formerly called the bath springs. It has been
resorted to as a bathing place for more than half a
century. Gen'l Washington occasionally attended

1 Peter Vivian Daniel, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court
1840-1860.
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them, and a small log house is still standing and is
pointed out as the one he occupied. There is no
mineral or medicinal water. There is a clear boil-
ing spring of water which is warmer that [than] the
water of other springs usually is, being of a temper-
ature of about 75 degrees. This water is used for
bathing, & this is the only inducement which I could
discover for visiting the place. The grounds and
walks are handsomely laid off, and the Hotel is well
kept. The dining hour was 25 O'Clock P.M. A
good deal of form and ceremony were observed at
Dinner. In the afternoon I took a bath, but could
not discover that it was in any respects superior to a
bath taken any where else, where there was puring
[pure] running spring water. I presume the chief
reason why this has been a place of resort in summer
must be that it is situated among hills and is in a
healthy part of the country. I was introduced in the
course of the afternoon to many of the visitors, ladies
& gentlemen; and to several persons living in the
village & adjacent country who called to see me. In
the evening there was dancing in the large dining
room, which was used also as a ball room. I was in-
vited to go into the Ball-Room & did so. I remained
about an hour, when I retired for the night.

SUNDAY, 27th August, 1848.— Nothing worthy
of notice occurred this morning. At 11 O’Clock ac-
companied by Senator Johnson of Louisiana, Judge
Daniel, Dr. Foltz, S. P. Walker, and Col. Harmon-
son, I attended Divine service in a small methodist
church. The Rev. Dr. Lourie of the Presbyterian
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church preached a good sermon. Col. Harmonson
is a leading citizen of the village, is a Democrat, and
has been very attentive to me since my arrival. He
expressed his regret that I had stopped at the Hotel
I did, as he informed me that the proprietor
(Strother) was a violent Federalist & very vindictive.
He introduced to me a number of the people of the
village & adjacent country, who had come in to see
me. Among those whom he introduced were two
methodist preachers, named Whitmore & Tyson, who
had come in from the country to see me. Col. James
Polk of Maryland, who had been one of my party to
Bedford & here, left this morning. I will leave for
Washington on to-morrow. Having determined to
leave on to-morrow morning for Washington, I
learned after night that the carriages which run from
the House (Strother’s) at which I stop to convey
passengers to & from the Rail Road depot were filled,
& that I could get no passage on to-morrow. The
distance is about 2 145 miles. I inquired how this
was. Dr. Foltz and Dr. [Mr.] S. P. Walker had
engaged seats at the bar on yesterday and were told
that they would be furnished. Now it appeared that
they would not be furnished. I felt that this was
bad treatment, and so expressed myself to Dr. Foltz
and Mr. Walker. Before bed-time two or three
young men, having heard of the difficulty, called at
my room to tender to me and my party seats which
they had engaged. I declined to accept them, stating
that I had been badly treated by the land-lord, but

nvenience ; that

I had no other
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or greater privileges than any other citizen, and that
I would take care of myself. I learned afterwards
that I was to [be] put into a Stage running to Han-
cock, on the Rail Road, a distance of six miles. This
I did not like. The young men who politely
tendered me their seats were Mr. Davis of Baltimore
(son of the former mayor) Capt. Boyle of Annapolis,
late of [the] U. S. Army in Mexico, [and] Capt.
Bowie of W [?] I was now satisfied that Col.
Harmonson was right in his regret that I had not
stopped at the other House (O’Farrell’s) in the vil-
lage. I had received an invitation at Cumberland
on friday evening from O'Farrell & Co. to stop at
their House, but Dr. Foltz wrote to Capt. Bowie,
who was at the Springs, to engage rooms for me, &
he had done so & met me at the depot on the rail-
road on saturday morning & informed me that he
had done so. In this way it happened that I had
stopped at Strother’s. Strother pretends to belong
to the mock aristocracy, but must be a low-bred man,
and I attribute the bad treatment I have received to
his vindictiveness in politics.

MONDAY, 28th August, 1848.— Learning of the
difficulty which had been interposed to my getting
a passage in the regular conveyances this morning to
the Rail Road Depot, Col. Harmonson, who was very
indignant at, it had procured a fine new coach to
convey me & my party to Hancock. An early break-
fast was ordered by S. P. Walker & Dr. Foltz, in
order to enable me to reach Hancock before the cars
passed. (See this Diary of yesterday.) While
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walking in the porch, waiting for breakfast & the
coach, Mr. Strother, the land-lord (who had no
doubt become uneasy at the dissatisfaction expressed
by all the visitors who had heard of his treatment of
me) approached me and introduced the subject by
inquiring which route I preferred to the Depot. I
had but little to say to him, as I felt indignant at
his conduct & did not care to converse with him.
I gave him no satisfaction, but said to him that I had
taken it for granted that as a matter of course the
visitors at his house would be furnished with a con-
veyance to the Rail Road when they wished to leave,
& like all other visitors I had expected it until, to
my surprise, I was informed last night that he had
provided no such conveyance for me. One or two
persons stepped up, and desiring to have no conver-
sation with him I continued my walk in the porch.
Dr. Foltz, S. P. Walker, and myself took an early
breakfast; I paid a short visit to Col. Harmonson's
family, and left in a new coach which Col. H. had
provided for Hancock. I was accompanied by S. P.
Walker, Dr. Foltz, my servant, and two gentlemen
from Pennsylvania. We arrived at Hancock half
an hour before the cars passed. At Hancock, or
rather at the Depot on the opposite side of the Po-
tomac River from the town, I saw & shook hands
with a number of persons who were there. 1 took
the cars & proceeded on my return. At the relay
House I met Andrew J. Polk of Tennessee, who was
on his way to Raleigh, N. C. At the Depot midway
between Washington & Baltimore I met Mr. Bu-
chanan, Sec. of State, who returned with me to Wash-
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ington. He informed me that he had that evening
come that far with his sister on her return from a
visit to Washington. On arriving at the President’s
mansion I found the family well, except my two
nieces, Virginia Hays & Sarah P. Rucker, both of
whom, I was informed, had chills and fevers on
yesterday. My sister, Ophelia C. Hays, & my
brother, W. H. Polk, & his wife, were still inmates
of my family. J. Knox Walker, my Private Secre-
tary, left to-night to visit his wife and children at
Lynchburg, Virginia. I learn that Rob’t J. Walker,
Secretary of the Treasury, left the day after I did
for Rockaway, N. Y., for the benefit of his health
& was still absent; that Isaac Toucey, the Atto. Gen'l,
had been called home suddenly in consequence of the
illness of a member of his family; and that Cave
Johnson & his wife had left on yesterday morning
on a visit to the North. I learn that Judge Mason,
who was absent in Va. when I left, returned three or
four days ago. His sick child whom he had gone
to Virginia to visit, I learn, died.

TuEsSDAY, 29th August, 1848.— 1 found on my
table a large number of letters & communications
which had been received in my absence and been
opened & endorsed by my Private Secretary; none
of which were very important, but most of which
required attention. A number of persons called
and among them were a number of office-seekers.
At the usual hour of the meeting of the Cabi-
net, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Marcy, & Mr. Mason
attended, being all who were in the City (see
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this Diary of yesterday). Many matters, chiefly
of detail, which had been awaiting my return
were considered & disposed of. The Secretary of
War presented a plan of distribution of the regular
army among the various posts & stations deemed
necessary to be occupied in a period of peace. This
plan, running as it did into much detail, I could only
approve generally. The larger portion of the force
were to be stationed on the frontier, in Oregon & the
newly acquired territories of New Mexico & Cali-
fornia. The Secretary of State brought to my
notice the numerous statements and rumours in pub-
lic newspapers of a contemplated movement or
expedition of citizens of the U. S. of hostile charac-
ter towards Mexico, the object of which was said to
be to revolutionize the Northern provinces of Mex-
ico and to establish the Republic of Sierra Madra.
If such a movement is on foot, or such an expedition
contemplated, any attempt to exercise [execute] it
would be a clear violation of our international obli-
gations under the late Treaty with Mexico, & a vio-
lation of our neutrality laws as applied to all nations
with which the U. S. are at peace, and it would be
the imperative duty of the President of the U. S. to
take all legal measures in his power to arrest and
prevent it. The persons supposed to be engaged in
the contemplated expedition against Mexico are
called in the newspapers Buffalo Hunters, meaning
that they are to organize & invade Mexico, under the
pretense that they are engaging simply in a Buffalo
Hunt. After discussing the subject it was the unani-
mous opinion of the members of the cabinet present
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& myself that precautionary measures should be
adopted to repress & prevent as [any] such contem-
plated expedition. With that view it was agreed
that the Secretary of State should immediately ad-
dress instructions to the Attorneys of the U. S. in
Louisiana, Texas, & other Western States to be vigi-
lent in ascertaining if such a design was on foot, &
if so and he could obtain the requisite proof, to insti-
tute prosecutions against all persons concerned in it.
It was agreed also that the Secretary of War should
address without delay instructions to Gen'l Taylor,
commanding the Western Division of the army, in-
cluding Texas & the Rio Grande frontier, to use
military force if necessary to check & repress such
a movement, if one were attempted. Both the U. S.
Attorneys and Gen’l Taylor were to be instructed to
Report all the information on the subject which they
possessed or could obtain, to the Government. Mr.
Buchanan informed me that during my absence at
the Bedford Springs Mr. Crampton, Brittish charge
d’affaires, had called at the Department of State and
informed him that he had a despatch from his Gov-
ernment instructing him to call on the Government
of the U. S. to perform their Treaty obligations to
Great Brittain and to enforce our neutrality laws, by
preventing our citizens from taking part with the .
people of Ireland in their present attempt to resist
the authority of the Brittish Government. Mr. Bu-
chanan informed me that at his suggestion Mr.
Crampton agreed to postpone executing his instruc-
tions by making the demand upon this Government,
until after the arrival of the next Steamer from Eng-
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land, which was then daily expected, as the intelli-
gence which that Steamer might bring might render
such a step unnecessary. The Steamer had since
arrived bringing intelligence unfavourable to the
success of the Irish patriots and rendering it probable
that they had been overpowered by the Brittish army
in Ireland, and since this news was received he had
heard nothing from Mr. Crampton. All my sym-
pathies are with the oppressed and suffering people
of Ireland, and I hope no occasion will occur to
render it necessary for the Executive to act in enforc-
ing our neutrality laws. I sincerely wish the Irish
patriots success, but though this is the case, it would
be my imperative duty to see our neutrality laws
faithfully executed. No action is at present required
in the matter.

I stated to the members of the Cabinet who were
present that I wished now to execute the purpose
which I had for some weeks resolved upon, by re-
moving Benjamin F. Butler of New York from the
office of United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York. The subject had been previ-
ously submitted to the Cabinet, & I now called their
attention to the very exceptionable speech, recently
published, which he made at the Buffalo Convention,
assembled on the gth Instant, and to paragraphs in
the New York Evening Post almost challenging his
removal. I stated I had resolved to remove him, &
that they might consider that as settled. I informed
them that I had difficulties in determining who
should be appointed in his stead, and it was upon that
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point I wished their advice. On thursday, the 17th
Inst., the day before I left Washington on my visit
to the Bedford Springs, the Hon. John McKeon
called, & the Secretary of War and myself held a con-
versation with him on the subject (see this Diary of
that day). At that time Mr. McKeon did not desire
the appointment. He requested me to postpone act-
ing on the subject until my return from the Springs,
for the reason that he was not satisfied who ought to
be appointed. I acceded to his wishes, with [and]
the understanding was that he was to return to New
York & after consulting Mr. Charles O'Conner &
Mr. Cutting, he was to write to the Secretary of War
recommending the person whom he thought it proper
to be appointed. To my surprise Mr. McKeon
visited me at the Bedford Springs on the 22nd Inst.,
& made known to me that he had changed his mind
& was then willing to accept the appointment himself
(see this Diary of that day). On the morning of the
23rd Inst, Mr. McKeon [left] the Springs without
my seeing him. After he left I observed an article
in the Pennsylvanian, signed by himself & others
styling themselves a directory to take measures to aid
the Irish people in their resistance to the Brittish
Government. As soon as I read this article I had
apprehensions that Mr. McKeon may have subjected
himself to the penal provisions of our neutrality laws,
which as President of the U. S. I would be bound to
see faithfully executed. If any occasion should arise
making [it] my duty to enforce these laws it must
be done through the agency of the District attorneys
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of the U. S,, and in such case it would be very em-
barrassing that Mr. McKeon himself should hold
that office in New York. I accordingly immediately
addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, enclosing
the newspaper article and expressing my doubts of
the propriety of appointing him. I kept a copy of
this letter. The subject was discussed and all the
members of the Cabinet present concurred with me
in the opinion that Mr. McKeon ought not to be
appointed ; but after all that had ocurred with Mr.
McKeon, and in view of the interview stated in this
day’s diary held by Mr. Crampton, the Brittish
charge d’affaires, on the subject of the enforcement
of our neutrality laws as respects the Irish question,
Mr. Marcy suggested that it would be important to
satisfy Mr. McKeon that he ought not to desire or
insist upon being appointed ; and with a view to have
an opportunity to confer with him & to satisfy him
upon this point, Mr. Marcy proposed that he would
send a Telegraphic despatch to Mr. McKeon &
request him to come to Washington, & that for that
purpose I should postpone making the appointment
for two or three days. To this I agreed, & Mr.
Marcy prepared a Telegraphic despatch & sent it
off. I despatched much business which had accumu-
lated on my table to-day. This being reception even-
ing a number of persons called.

WEDNESDAY, 30th August, 1848.— 1 was sur-
prised to learn, as soon as I rose this morning, from
the servants that an old servant named Smith, a
colored man whom I have hired & had in my employ-
ment as a fire-maker during my whole term, died in
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his room in the President’s House about 1 O’Clock
this morning. He has been confined to his room by
a chronic disease for some weeks past, but his imme-
diate dissolution was not anticipated. He was a
free man & a faithful old servant. During his illness
he was waited on & all his 'wants supplied by the
other servants. I directed my stewart [steward] to
procure a coffin & see that he was decently & properly
interred. He was interred late in the evening. The
expenses, as the stewart [steward] reported, were
twenty dollars, which I directed him to pay & he
did so. In the course of the day Mr. Buchanan
called and read to me the instructions ! which he had
prepared, in pursuance of the understanding in
Cabinet on yesterday, to the U. S. District attorneys
to take measures to prevent the “Buffalo Hunters,”
as they were styled in the newspapers, from making
any hostile movement upon Mexico, or fitting out
an expedition with a view to invade the Northern
Provinces of Mexico (see this Diary of yesterday).
Mr. Marcy also called & read instructions which he
had prepared to Gen’l Taylor on the same subject.
I approved the instructions which they had prepared,
and directed them to be sent off by mail without
delay. I was occupied with business and visitors in
my office to-day. The Hon. Mr. Bowden, one of
the Representatives in Congress from Alabama, who
still remains in the City, called to-day. The Hon.
Isaac Toucey, Attorney General of the U. S., re-
turned to-day from a visit to his family in Connecti-
cut, one of whom had been seriously ill. He called

! Moore, Buchanan, V111, 192
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to see me as soon as he reached the City. My
nephew, Samuel P. Walker, left for his residence in
Tennessee this morning.

THURSDAY, 375t August, 1848 — Desiring to have
time to attend to business in my office to-day & to be
free from the annoyance of office-seekers, I directed
my porter not to admit company until 2 O’Clock
P. M., except officers of the Government on public
business. Several public officers called & I trans-
acted public business with them. The Secretary of
War called, accompanied by Mr. John McKeon of
New York, to whom he had addressed a Telegraphic
despatch on tuesday, the 2gth Inst. (see this Diary of
that day) The object which the Secretary of War
had in desiring Mr. McKeon to come to Washing-
ton, was to confer with him in relation to the person
proper to be appointed U. S. Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, in place of Benja-
min F. Butler whom I designed to remove. A full
consversation took place between Mr. McKeon, Mr.
Marcy, and myself on the subject. Though Mr.
McKeon had positively declined to accept the office
on the 17th Instant (see this Diary of that day) he
was now anxious to be appointed. Mr. Marcy had
this morning shown to Mr. McKeon the letter which
I had addressed to him from the Bedford Springs on
the 23rd Inst. Mr. Marcy and myself both thought
that in view of the developments which had taken
place since our interview with Mr. McKeon on the
17th Instant, it would be improper to appoint him,
& so informed him. Since that interview Mr.
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Crampton, the Brittish charge d’affaires, had called
on the Secretary of State to enforce our Treaty obli-
gations & to enforce our neutrality laws with Great
Brittain, in suppressing the movements in favour of
the oppressed and suffering people of Ireland (see
this Diary of the 29th Instant) but had been induced
by Mr. Buchanan to postpone making the formal
application for the present. He will, however, cer-
tainly renew the demand should there be an occasion
forit. Mr. McKeon admitted that he was a member
of the Irish directory in New York who had been ac-
tively engaged for some time past in raising money
to aid the Irish people against the oppressions of the
Brittish Government, but he said he had done noth-
ing which would subject himself to a criminal prose-
cution under our neutrality laws. I read these laws
to him, and their stringent provisions seemed to
strike him with surprise. He admitted that in his
conference with Mr. Charles O’Conner of New
York, the reason assigned by him why he would be
unwilling to accept the office was that h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>