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DISCOURSE L

I PETER iii. 15,

Bur fanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be
ready always 1o’ give an anfwer to every man that
afketh you a reafon -of the hope that is in you with
meeknefs and fear.

ONE circumftance, in the Chriftian Religion, is
worthy of particular notice, and ferves to diftin-
guifh it from all other fyftems of Morals and Phi-
lofophy, antient or modern ; and this is its dire&-
ing, uniformly and invariably, the human mind to
God as the fountain of all exiftence and blefled-
nefs, the only legitimate object of all religious fear,
adoration, and praife. This is a circumftance in
favour of its divine original which has in it, great
weight of evidence. And this refpe& to be con-
tinually paid to the Supreme Being is, alfo, to be
more than mere form, or a thing of courfe. It
muft go from the heart. Thus, in the words now
read, we are called upon from the heart to payall
due refpet and reverence, “adoration and love, ac-

knowledgments and praife to him. Sanctify the
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Lord God in your bearts—To fan&ify the Lord God

in our hearts is to fear, worthip, ferve, and obey
the one true and living God, who is over all,
blefled forevermore, in whom we live, move, and
have our exiftence.

WE are, likewife, required, in the text, at all
fit feafons, and warrantable occafions to afford
others who may defire it, all proper information
concerning the grounds of our hope in divine mer-
cy and forgivenefs, or that we are reconciled in the
temper of our hearts to the divine charaéter, and
entertain the pleafing idea that we have in truth re-
ceived the glorious Salvation of the Gofpel Or
the meaning may be, that we are in duty obliged,
whenever é fit occafion offers, to lay before them
the evidences of our belief of the gofpel as celef-
tial in its origin, and that the fcriptures of the
Old and New-Teftament are the word of God,
authentic and genuine, and not the work of man’s
invention.—As this fame Apoftle elfewhere ob-
ferves, We have alfo a more fure word of prophecy ;
whereunto ye do well that ye take beed, as unto a light
that fbineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day flar arife in your hearts. Knowing this firft
that no prophecy of the feripture is of any private inter-
pretation.  For the prophecy came mot in old time, by
the will of man : but holy men of old fpak: as they were
moved by the Holy Ghg/2.  Moreover—

THE reafon of our hope of perfonal forgivenefs,
or our belief of revealed Religion is to be given,
with meeknefs and fear. ‘There ought to be great
diffidence and caution left we offend God and our
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brethren—expofe religion itfelf to unjuft reproach
—or prejudice others, who never felt its power,
though admirers of its form, againftit. Mecknefs
and fear, here, ftand oppofed to forwardnefs, fpir-
itual pride, and boaftful confidence. The deceit-
fulnefs and treachery of the human heart make it
proper for Chriftians to be always on their guard:
—and always humble:

WHAT is intended, in further difcourfing upon
the words before us, is to explain the duty, here
prefled upon Chriftians :—And then to accommo-
date the fubjett to the feafon, it being the firft fab-
bath ina new year, and to the fituation of this
congregation, by recounting, in a concife manner,
the very remarkable revival of Religion among us,
during the year now clofed.

THe duty here prefled upon Chriftians confifts
of two parts, the firlt is fandifying the Lord God in
our hearts ; .and the other is giving a reafon of the
hope that is inus, of an intereft in the falvation of
the Gofpel, or of our belief of its truth, with
meeknefs and fear. ,

THEe firft part of the duty here urged upon
Chriftians, is_fanctifying the Lord God in our bearts.
And one thing implied in doing this, is acknowl-
edging, and having a realizing fenfe of his being
and attributes, No fervice rendered unto him,
can be acceptable, or rational, but what flows from
afenfe that he is, and that he will reward all who
diligently feek him. There muft be a belief of his
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exiftence. / But without faith it is impoffible to pleafe
him : for he that cometh to God muft believe that be is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that - diligently feek
bim.  Allreligion begins with God. A firm belief
that there exifts at the head of the univerfe one
great, original, defigning caufe is the firft principle
of all religion. And this firft intelligent caufe is
worthy of all poffible adoration and praife. Heis
the Creator and preferyer of all worlds. By the
word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all
the hofts of them by the breath of his mouth. He
ftretched out the heavens over our heads as a cur-
tain, and laid the foundations of the earth. He
fpake and it was done. He commanded and it
ftood forth. At his call the mighty frame of the
created univerfe arofe into being. The heavens de-
clare his glory, and the firmament fheweth his han-
dy work. He guides all the motions of the natu-
ral, and all the actions of the moral world. And
his being muft be realized in order to our Jfandify-
ing bim in our bearts. He muft be feen and acknowl-
edged as the one only living and true God, who
has all power, wifdom, knowledge, and goodnefs :
—as exifting in, and of himfelf—independent—
eternal—and unchangeable.

AcalN, the duty of fanétifying the Lord God in
our hbearts is making him our conftant fear. We
are always to feel a reverence of him, both in his
being and attributes. Hence the following exhor-
tation in the prophecy of Ifaiah, Sanélify the Lord of
bofts bimfelf, and let him be your fear, and let bim be
your dread.  To fanitify, applied to God, fignifies
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to confefs and celebrate that to be holy, which in .
itfelf was fo before. A reverential regard to him,
in all his adorable excellencies, therefore, comes in-
to the very nature of the duty of fanéifying him,
We are always to treat him, his being and perfec-
tions, with all poffible reverence; and above all
things elfe, to dread his anger, to all the fiercenefs
of which we have expofed ourfelves on account of
our fins. And fear not them, fays our blefled Lord,
which kill the body, but are nat able to kill ihe foul, but
rather fear bim which is able to deftroy both foul and
body in bell. 1t muft be clear to all, that te main-
tain a conftant and deep reverence of God is an ef-
fential ingredient, in the duty, now under confid-
eration. ‘To fanélify the Lord God in cur bearts is to
look up to him as infinitely holy and glorious ; and
in our lives, to pay a facred regard to him, in all_
his adorable attributes.. Such therefore as treat,
with difrefpet, his name, his Providence, his laws,
his word, his ordinances, and fabbaths do not fanc-
tify him, in their bearts.

IT may be further obferved, that the duty of
JSanctifying the Lord God in our hearts, is endeavour-
ing to maintain a devotional frame of mind towards
him, at all times ; and whenever the ftated feafons
of the exercife of fuch a frame of heart return, ac-
tually engaging in it, with becoming fervour. If
we feel that he alone is glorious in holinefs and the
only proper objet of homage and adoration, we
fhall be fenfible of the obligations under which we,
and all rational creatures are to him. Living,
therefore, in the daily exercife of adevotional tem.
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per, and being ready to perform all the offices of
piety, when the ftated feafons of them return, or
when divine Providence calls us, is undoubtedly
implied in the duty of fanlifying the Lerd. Such
then as live in the allowed and habitual regleét of
‘ pious and devotional exerciles, cannot be faid to
fan&tify the Lord God in their hearts, or lives.

THE duty of fan&ifying God in our hearts, a-
gain, implies that we actually choofe him as our
portion and hope. He is, in himfelf, infiitely
worthy of all poffible expreflions of love, grati-
tude, admiration, and obedience :—infinitely wor-
thy to be chofen as our fupreme portion. We are.
perfectly fafe when we make him our help and
hope. They that truft inthe Lord fball be as Mount
Zion which cannet be removed, but abideth forever.
He is the inexhautftible fountain of all goodnefs and
glory. Heis all-fufficient for our happinefs : He
has power to protect us, whatever may be our dif-
ficulties and embarrafiments—wildom to guide us
into right paths—mercy to pardon us, however
heinous our guilt—goodnefs to blefs us and fupply
our wants, great as they may be—and grace to fub-
due the corruptions of our nature. His arm is
able to fave—his ear is ready to hear—and he nev-
er will leave or forfake thofe who choofe him for
their portion. His infinitely glorious attributes,
indeed, render him the proper portion of the im-.
mortal mind. San&ifying him. in our hearts is
choofing him as our God—our help—our depend-
ance. The Lord is gracious and full of compaf-
fion; flow to anger ; -and of gréat r'nércy : The
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Eord is good toall; and his tender mercies are
over all his works. He s, confequently, infinitely
worthy to be chofen as a portion. He is poflefled
of all poffible excellencies, over all, blefled forev-
er more. Happy, then, muft all be who have
chofen him for their God !

Tue other part of the duty urged upon Chrif
tians, in the words before us, is being always ready
and willing to give an anfwer fo every man that afk-
eth a reafon of the hope that is in them, with meeknefs
and fear. ' -

THE hope here intended is no doubt a hope of
pardoning mercy and falvation—of peace with
Ged, or the Chriftian’s hope. If the hope here
fpoken of mean a belief of the truth of the Gof-
pel, yet it chiefly intends a hope of a perfonal in-
tereft in the invaluable bleflings of the Gofpel, and
the falvation which it offers. Entertaining fuch a
hope, we fhould be willing to have others know
the grounds, upon which it is built. They may,
with great propriety, afk us the reafon of our hope
—why we allow ourfelves to expect falvation—why
we truft pardon hath been extended to us. It is
true that many times, others in propofing the
queftion may have an ill and captious defign.—
Where it is apparent that the queftion originates
from improper motives, from anill defign, or cap-
tious temper, and where there is no profpeét of do-
ing good an anfwer may be withholden. But when-
ever duty requires us to give a reafon of the hope

B
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that is in us, it muft be done, with mecknefs and
fear ; afear left we communicate wrong ideas and
impreflions ;—left we prejudice others againft ex-
perimental godlinefs—and leflt we ourfelves, thro’
the deceitfulnefs and treachery of our own hearts,
be built up in fpiritual pride. Difidence, meek-
nefs, and caution fhould ever accompany our rea-
fon of the hope thatisin us. Becaufe every thing
which looks like oftentation, fpiritual pride and felf-
conceit in religion is peculiarly odious. Whenever
we undertake, confequently, to declare our hopes
of divine mercy, or to ftate our views and feelings
in refpet to Religion, it fhould be dohe as mention-
€& by the Apottle, with mecknefs and fear.

The pious Pfalmift profeflcs himfelf to be ready
to inform all who feared God, or where there was
any favorable profpet of good to be accomplifhed,
what views and fenfe he had of divine things,
Pfal. Ixvi. 16. Come and bear, all ye that fear God,
and I will declare what ke hath done for my foul.—He
made no objections againft imparting to others, his
fenfe of divine things, where it might be done with
propriety. To open, however, your views and
experience of divine things before the profane and
impious, or at improper times, would be injuring
the caufe of the Redecemer, and unneceffarily ex-
_pofing his Religion to rcproach.  We have the ex-
prefs prohibition of the ¢lorious founder of our
holy Religion on this point—Give not that which is
boly unto the dogs, ncithcr cqft ye your pearls before
Suwine lef? they trample Ibem under their feet and turm
again and rent you. '
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It is notonly, we conceive, 2ccording to ferip-
ture, but confonant to the laws of benevolence, to
impart to others when time, place and circum-
ftances render it fit, the hope which we have of
falvation, and the grounds upon which it ftands.
If it be deemed altogether right to impart for the
benefit of the world, imiportant difcoveries in any
ufeful arts and fciences, why fhould it be thought
improper to' communicate the hopes of forgivenefs,
which we may cherith, together with the reafons of -
them ? If a neighbour or anacquaintance had pafl-
ed from a ftate of ignorance and rude and favage
manners, to much ufeful information and knowl-
edge—or from deep poverty and narrow circum-
ftances, to eafe and affluence—or from a low and
private ftation, to refpe@ability and honour—or
from extreme ficknefs and diftrefs of body, to
health and foundnefs would not the change be men-
tioned with pleafure ? Would not the event be
quickly known abroad, and be celebrated by all,
except the envious and malicious ? Why, then,
fhould a change infinitely more important and in-":
terefling be concealed ; or why fhould it be thought
wrong or a mark of [piritual pride to mention it 2
May we not fpeak of the change, when it is fpirit-
ual and moral—a paffing from death unto life—be-
ing turned from fin unto holine(s—being brought
out of darknefs into marvellous light in the Lord ?

WHENEVER 2 work of divine grace, through
the convi&tive and regenerating influence of the
Holy Ghoft, takes place among a people, an ac-
count or narrative, concifely drawn up, of fucha
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- work, may fubferve many happy and important
purpofes. Al the praife and glory of it eughtto
be afcribed where due, to him, who doth all things
according to the counfel of his own will : Wkho,
as a perfelt fovereign, works when, how, and
where it feemeth him good.  All bleflings, indeed,
whether temporal or fpiritual, come from him as
the overflowing fountain: Every good and perfeét
gift proceedeth from the Father of lights, with
whom thereis no variablenefs or fo much as fhadow
of turning. Ile will have mercy, on whom he
will have mercy. He grants his Holy Spirit as
feemeth good in his fight, to render effe€tual upon
the hearts and.confciences of people, the miniftra-
tions of the Gofpel. Whatever inftruments are
honoured in accomplifhing his gracious defigns, his
is the power ; and his fhould be all the glory.—
Paul may plant and Apollos water, but he giveth
the increafe. When he has defigns of good for
individuals or a congregation of his people, or {pir-
itual bleflings to impart, he will employ fuch means
as, in his fovereign will, are agreeable to his infi-
nite wifdom. . .

To lay before the mind a juft and faithful narra-
tive of a work of God’s Holy Spirit in bringing
the carelefs and hardened finner to attend to his
falvation, with all ferioufnefs and diligence, and to
embrace cordially the glorious Redeemer :—Or
when many—very confiderable numbers are thus
affe@ted by a general attention, muft redound great-
ly to the honour of religion ;—is a delightful preof
of the truth of the Gofpel ;—is a clear difplay of
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its power ;—muft enliven the zeal of pious Chrifs
tians—animate their affetions—bring them to the
throne of grace in fervent prayers and praifes—be
the occafion of thankfgivings unto God from ma-
ny ;j—and of the advancement .of his glory. The
many valuable purpofes, therefore, which may be
anfwered by fuch an AccouNT are a fufficient rea-
fon, why it ought not to be omitted. A congrega-
tion of worfhipping Chriftians ought carefully to
notice all divine Providences to them. If afflictive,
to be humble under them. If profperous, to be
thankful for them. If general health have been
enjoyed by them, while other places have been vif-
ited with wafting ficknefs and great mortality, it
ought not to be forgotten. The more important
likewife the bleflings conferred, the higher do the
obligations of gratitude rife, and the more need to
be duly appreciated. Temporal mercies, impor.
tant and great as they may be, are not to be com-
pared to fpiritual. :
There are, likewife, times and feafons peculiar-
ly fitted for the purpofe of diretting the minds of
a whole congregation to the fpecial operations of
God’s Providence or grace. Such are the prefent
feafon and occafion. We are now entered upon
another year of our lives. This being the firft fab-
bath in it, a brief recapitulation of the chief mer-
cies of God to you, the year now clofed, may teach
—awaken—quicken—and imprefs you.—Upon a
retrofpe@tive view of the many favours of God,
both temporal and fpiritual to us, we may well ad-
drefs our fouls, as the pious Pfalmift doth, in the fols
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lowing words—Blefs the Lord O my foul : and all that
is within me, blefs his holy name : Blefs the Lord O my
Soul, and forget not all bis benefits.

Every thing indeed which may be conducive to
the good of fouls, in a fpiritual fenfe, or tend to
promote the intereft and credit of the Redeemer’s
kingdom, or to advance the caufe of piety and mo-
rality, ought to meet the withes of the friends of
Zion. Moft ungrateful and bafe would a people be
to forget the work of divine grace, in calling up
their attention to things heavenly, through the min-
iftrations of the SancTuary. In truth, the
preaching of the doftrines of religion, in their
purity and with plainnefs, is the moft powerful
mean of building up the peace and happinefs of
mankind :—Of this you would have a full convic-
tion, were you to be eye-witnefles of the ftriking
difference, between a people who enjoy, and thofe
who do not enjoy, the advantages and light of the
Chriftian difpenfation.—We may, indeed, well
weep in the fadnefs of our hearts, that fo many,
who fit under thelight of the glorious Gofpel, are
fo hardened in impenitence and wilful neglet of
duty.—But for our encouragement, may we not
conclude that, wherever the means of grace are
granted, or the truths of Chriftianity are juftly
and clearly exhibited, there they are more or lefs
profpered. The vifible fuccefs attending them is
frequently next to nothing : The feed fown feems -
to perifh in the earth—God’s miniftring - fervants
feem to labour in vain, and fpend their ftrength for
nought.—They take up this.heart-rending lamenta-
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e,

tion, Lord who hath believed our report, or “ywhom
is the arm of the Lord revealed! They cry out, of-
ten, with the prophet Jeremiah, who was greatly
difcouraged by his want of fuccefs—O that mine
bead were waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears,
that I might weep day and night for the flain of the
daughter of my pesple! But neverthelefs, even, in
times of general deadnefs and inattention as to reli-
gion, there may be many, on whofe hearts, tho’ugh
unknown to all around them, the Gofpel difpenfed
may haveits defired effet. ~ For the faithful difpen-
fation of the Gofpel is at all times more or lefs fuc-
cefsful. Some are awakened, though they never
difclofe their feelings to their neareft friends.—
Some are convinced of their danger from fin, and
groan in fecret. Some are favingly enlightened,
and experience the renewing power of the Holy
Ghott, though they dare not admit a hope of their
intereft in the atoning blood of a precious Re-
deemer. Others are edified, confirmed, and com-
forted : are enabled to give a reafon of #he hope that
is in them with meeknefs and fear.

BuT at fome peculiarly happy feafons never to be
forgotten, but to be remembered with admiring
joy, and adoring thankfulnefs, it pleafes a gracious
and merciful God, in theriches of his goodnefs, to
bow the heavens and come down by his Holy Spirit
to a congregation. He clothes the means of grace
with wonderful power. A fpirit of prayer is given,
in a furprifing manner :  Heavenly dews foftly de-
fcend, and enliven the fields of Zion.—Nay, mighty
showers of grace are poured out. The Father of
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mercies, a fovereign God, opens his treafures of
awakening, convincing, and renewing influence ;
caufing it torain on one city and not on another,
and who fays, I will pour water upon bim that is thir/2y
and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour my fpirit
wpon thy feed, and my bleffings upon thine offspring.
And they fball fpring up as among the grafs, as willows
by the water courfes.  One fball fay [ am the Lord’s,
and another fball call himfelf by the name of Facob ;
and another fhall fubfcribe with his own band unto the
Lord, and furname bimfelf by the name of lfrael—
God’s word isas a fire to melt, and a hammet to
break the rock in pieces. The peculiar and dif-
criminating do&rines of the Gofpel, when the in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit accompanies them, have
a wonderful force.  For the word of God is quick and
powerful, and fbarper than any two edged fword, pier-
cing even to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a difcerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.

SucH as never had the happinefs to fee, among
a people, a generalattention to Religion, or to be
witneffes of a revival of 'it, can hardly realife the
aftonifhing alteration which it makes, or have any
very adequate idea of it. They will, with difficul-
1y, be led to conceive it poffible, that the Gofpel,
in its miniftrations, fhould be fo powerful. We
find, alfo, fome who have the diftinguifhed lot of
being in the midft of fuch a fcene, wholly negle@,
either through conceit of their own rank in fociety,
or pretended multiplicity, importance, and crowd-
ing nature of worldly bufigefs, or mere flothful-
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nefs, to fee it, or cooly and candidly examine the
fa. A few, moreover, either atually do, or af-
fe to difbelieve the whole, imputing what is un-
common, either to enthufiafm—{ympathy-—the
power of imagination—or to ftrains of pathetic el-
oquence, in the Minifter of the Gofpel, or to fub-
jects of terror fet before the mind, in glowing lan-
guage—or the operation of animal affe@ions, or .
fome other equally inadequate caufe. Such will
not come and fee. They keep at a diftance from
every thing of this kind. If they would lay afide
all prejudice, and carefully examine for themfelves,
they would foon be fatisfied. But the misfortune
is that fuch are their prejudices, or perverfe fenti-
ments, that they cannot endure the thought of fee
ing or hearing any thing like experimental Relis
gion. Unhappy is it for themfelves, for fociety
and for real piety that they have imbibed the no-
tien, that all Religion confifts only in mere exter-
nal obfervances, and a life vifibly moral and de-
cent. While attuated by thefe views and fenti-
" ments, they will, of courfe, be implacable ene-
mies to a revival of Religion, or a work of con-
vition and converfion. If any who hear me, have .
any doubts about the reality of fuch a work, a fe-
rious and diligent perufal of the fcriptures, and a
candid and patient examination of the nature of
the Gofpel, would, itis apprehended, entirely re-
move them. Let the following accounts, on divine
record, be here well weighed, of feveral inftances .
of the wonderful power of a preached word, in
4]
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different places. Upon critically examining thefe,
penned by infpiration, we fhall fee a ftriking coin-
cidence with all genuine revivals of Religion, at
any time, and among any people, in any part of
the Chriftian world.—For it is the fame grace of
God which renders the Golpel fuccefsful in one
age, place, and heart equally as another.

IN Samarra, we have a narrative of a work of
divine grace, where the glorious Gofpel preached
by Philip, an evangelift, was rendered effettual,
by the effufions of the Holy Spirit. A Chriftian
church was there gathered.—When a furious per-
fecution was commenced againft the church in Je-
rufalem, Philip went down to Samaria, and preach-
ed the Gofpel. The people heard the word with
.great joy, and fpared no pains to be, where it was

. tobe fpoken. They were all attention to it ; foli-
«citous to learn the way of falvation and life. By
.the conviftive operations of the Holy Ghoft they
.were brought under awakenings. Their religious
Jimpreffions greatly affeted them, and terminated,
in many cafes, happily. The effets evidenced the
reality of their faith and repentance. We are told
that many believed the Gofpel ; and were added to
the church—and received the holy facrament of
baptifm. A&s viii. §5—8. Then Philip went dewn
%0 the city of Samaria, and preached Chrift wunto them.
And the pesple with one accord gave beed unto thefe
things which Philip fpake, hearing and féeing the mir-
acles which be did.  And there was great joy in that
city—But when they belicved Philip preaching. the
things concerning the kingdem of God and the name of
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Yefus Chrift, they were baptifed, both men and we-
men. -

At AnTiocH, likewife, the word preached was
remarkably fucceeded by the awakening and renew-
ing power of God’s Holy Spirit. The Minifters
of the Gofpel, who carried the good news of par-
don and life to that place, found ‘mercy to be fuc-
cefsful. The people were deeply attentive. Many,
after an anxious folicitude about their everlafting
falvation, were made the fubjeéts of the renewing-
grace of God. In confequence of their cordially-
embracing the Gofpel, they took upon themfelves,-
apublic profeffion of religion—joined the church:
—and received Chriftian baptifm. A&sxi. 21——25."
And the hand of the Lord was with them, the Min-
ifters of the Gofpel, and @ crE4T NUMBER believed.
and turned unto the Lord.  Then tidings of thefe things
came unto the ears of the church in JFerufalem. And
they fent forth Barnabas that be fbould go as far as An-
ticch. Who when he was come, and bad feen the grace.
of God, was glad; and exkorted them all, that with-
purpofe of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. For
be was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghofft and of
Jaith ; and much people were added unto the Lord. A
large acceffion was made to the church. Such as
entertained a hope that they had been brought from:
fin to holinefs, and been the fubjeéts of a work of" -
the fan@ification of the Holy Ghoft, made a pro-
feflion of Religion, joined the church, and receiv--
ed the holy ordinances. But the word of God grew’
and prevailed. The people were all earneftnefs and
engogednel to hear the word, They were deeply’
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affefted with it. - By the concurring influence of
grace, the truths fpoken were fuccefsful on the
heart. Sifter-churches partook in the joy. . The
pious labors of God’s miniftring fervants were
owned. What is worthy of particular notice here
is that there was apparently no open oppofition ta
the power and prevalence of the Gofpel, in either
of thefe places. But, on the contrary, great fat-
isfattion and pleafure. The people were, cheerful-
" ly and harmonioufly, attentive to the preaching of
the word, and greatly rejoiced to behoid its benign
effe& on the heart and life, For a reformation of
morals always attends a revival of religion. And
there was great joy in that city,

. AT THEssaLonrca, the preaching of Paul and
Silas was remarkably blefled by the attending influ.
ence of the Holy Ghoft, though a moft unreafona.
ble and violent oppofition was raifed, hy bafe and
lewd men, againft the Religion of Chrift, and his
Minifters—againft the Gofpel, and its obtaining
aredit and power among any of the people. But
man, however inimical to the peculiar dorines of

’the Gofpel, cannot ftop their progrefs, or prevent
others from feeling their force. For notwithitand-
ipg the violent enmity againft the Religion of Jefus,
many of both fexes, and among the moft refpe&t-
able, were exceedingly attentive, became deeply

- imprefled with a fenfe of divine things—hopefully

abtained pardon-—and were the happy fubjelts of a

work of fanQification on the heart. Ads xvii.
1~5. Now wben they bad. paffed through Ampbipolis,

oud Apallonig, sbey come 19 Thefalosiva where was &
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Jynogogue of the Fews. And Paul; as bis manner
was, went in unto them, and three [abbath days rea-
foned with them out of -the feriptures.  Opening and al-
ledging that Chrift muft needs have fuffired and rifen
again - from the dead : and that this Fefus whom I
preach unto you is Chrift - And fome of them belicved
and conforted with Pasl and Silas ; and of the devout
Grecks & GREAT multitude, and of the chief women NoT
4 FEW.
AT Bsre4, afimilar attention to Religion is re-
lated in the facred pages. The fame Gofpel was
efficacious—the fame God adored—the fame Sav-
iour received—and the fame profeflion of faith
made. The moft refpeCtable people of that place
‘heard the word with joy. Such, too, as were care-
ful to attend upon the preaching of the word, and
the feafons and opportunities devoted to religious
_worfhip, were greatiy moved ; and many of them
effettually called. But fuch, as either wholly neg-
le&ted, or openly oppofed the work, were left of
God, in his righteous and fovereign Providence,
to remain ftupid and hardened in fin, impenitence,
and unbelief. . It is particularly noticed of the con-
verts at Berea, that they manifefted the genuinenefs
of the work, by a diligent and faithful perufal of
the holy feriptures, And in all places, whereit has
pleafed a gracious and merciful God, to excite, by
his fpirit, any uncommon attention to Religion, an
abundant reading of the infpired volume, and con-
. flancy and engagednefs of mind, in waiting upon
God inall his inftituted means of. religious inftruce
tian, areequally opfeyvable, AQs zvils 10, 11,12,
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And the brethren immediately fent away Paul and Silas
by night unto Berea, who coming thither went into a
Jynagogue of the Fews. Thefe were more noble than
thofe of Tbeffalonica in that they received the word with
all readinefs, and fearched the feriptures daily whether -
thofe things were fo. Therefore MANT of them believ-
ed, alfo of honourable women which were Greeks, and
of MEN NOT A FEW. ' ‘
‘Bur the hiftorian informs us, that the enemies
of the work at Theflalonica, were not contented
with abufing, infulting, and belying the Preachers
of the Gofpel, at home; but, to fuch extreme
lengths did their malice carry them, that they went
to Berea, and exerted themfelves all in their power
to put a ftop to the work there. How prepofte-
rous their zeal againft the Gofpel ! and by what a
mad perfecuting fpirit were they atuated ! '
AT Coztvra, 2 moft furious oppofition fhowed
itfelf, againft the regular Minifters of Chrift for-
preaching the plain, and powerful do&rines of the
Gofpel. The enemies of Religion always manifeft
their malice againft God and Chrift, by fingling
eut his Minifters as the objeé@s of their implacable
rage. No falthoods are too grofs for them to at-
tempt to fpread, nor hatred too deadly for them to
exercife. But mighty is the power of Gofpel-
truth : its glorious do&rines will have an effett on
the heart. Evenin Corinth, though fo many op-
pofed and blafphemed, ftill NUMBERs believed :
were convinced of the danger and guilt of fin:
and were brought to a faving knowledge of Ged in
- Chrift. In confequence of a hopeful change of -
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heart by regenerating grace, they joined the church,
by a public profeflion of Religion; and received
the holy facrament of baptifm. A&s xviii. 8. Axd
Crifpus the chief ruler of the fynagogue believed on the
~ Lord with all his boufe : and MaNT of the Corintbians,
bearing, believed, and were baptized. '
WEe have the following narrative of a work of
God’s Holy Spirit at Erzzsvs. - The preaching of
the Gofpel, in that place, was remarkably blefled.
Many were vifited with awakenings and convitions.
And were favingly wrought upon by divine grace.
As the natural and neceffary effe, they forfook
their idolatrous and evil pratices. They made an
open confeflion of their fcandalous crimes, and
fhameful deeds, in following the magical art. They
‘pusLicLy profefled their faith in Chrift. The
Gofpel preached had the fame benign influence
upon them, as it has in all ages and places where
the divine fpirit is poured outin his awakening and
renewing power. But an oppofition arefe, here,
alfo. Idolaters, and fuch as acquired a living or
gain from idolatrous praiices, fet themfelves to op-
pofe the Gofpel, by reviling its Minifters, the ufual
refort of all envious and wicked enemies to the
Gofpel itfelf, and its divine Author. Ad&s xix.
17, 18, 19, 20. And this was known to all the Fews
and Greeks alfo dwelling at Ephefus, and fear fell on
them all, and the name of the Lord Jefus was magni-
fied. And mManr that believed, came and confeffed,
and fbewed their deeds. Manr alfo of them which
ufed curious arts brought their books togetber, and burn-
ed them before allmen : and they counted the price of
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them, and found it fifty thoufand pieces of filver. So
mightily gresw the word of God, and prevailed.

IN thefe feveral accounts of a work of divine
grace, in fcripture, in different places, a great uni-
formity, in the effeits of the work, and the man-
ner of it, is very obfervable. And thofe fcripture.
narratives, I have very briefly rehearfed, to fhow
the importance, as well as nature of a work of
.God’s Holy Spirit, among a people ; and to juftify
the giving an account of fuch a work wherever it
may, in the infinite goodnefs of God, be granted.
~ Fa@ts are of the higheft confequence to mankind in
teaching them the real mature of religion. If we
would learn the nature of any thing, in the cleareft
" manner, we muft go where that nature is atted out.
A defire to know what effe¢t the Gofpel has upon
others is very commendable. And how great the
coincidence is between the work of grace to be re-
lated, in the fequel, and the above fcripture-ac-
counts, mult be left to the candid hearer to judge.



DISCOURSE IL

1 PETER iii. 135.

Buz [anflify the Lord God in your hearts, and be.

ready always to give an anfwer to every man that.
 afketh you a reafin of the bope that is in you with

meeknefs and fear. . )
In difcourfing upon thefe words it was propofed to
explain the duty here prefled upon Chriftians—and
then to accommodate the fubjeét to the feafon and
the fituation of this Congregation, by recounting,
in a concife manner, the very remarkable revival
of Religion among us, during the year now clofed.

THE duty here prefled upon Chriftians, it was
obferved, confifted of two parts, Sanciifying the
Lord God in our hearts ; and giving an anfwer to
fuch as defire areafon of the hope that is in us of
pardon and falvation, with meekrefs and fear. Af-
ter explaining the duty, the way is prepared to at-
tend to the main defign in view, to give you fome
general account of the work of divine grace, in
this congregation, the feafon paft.

D
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. THREE remarks refpecting this work tending te
place it, in a true light, fhould be here made.

THE firft is, the very great uniformity in the
views, feelings, and impreffions of thofe, who have
been the fubjeéts of it. This is no flight evidence
~of itsbeing a real and genuine work of the grace
of God. For if true Religion be the fame in all
who poffefs it : If the human heart, in its natural
ftate, be equally depraved in all : If the gofpel be
the fame in its defign and power : If its doétrines be
the fame at all times ; and if God’s Holy Spirit be
the fame in his operations, this confequence muft
neceflarily follow that the views, feelings, and im.-
preflions both under religious awakenings, and
thofe convictions which commonly precede renova-
tion, and in converfion will be uniform, or very
fimilar. They will indeed be in kind, though not
in degree, exadtly alike. Differing in many cir-
cumftances, they will be fubftantially the fame. A
very great uniformity has been obfervable, which
is-a proof that the work is not apocryphal. If it
had been the effect merely of enthufiafm, or of a
heated imagination, it is not atall probable there
would have been fuch an uniformity.

- ANoTHER remarkable circumftance attending
the work is its great regularity. The whole pro-
grefs of it, from the firft commencement of it un-
til the prefent day, has been diftinguithed by or-
der, peace, union, and fedatenefs. There have
been mno divifions, herefies, envyings, contentions,
feparations, vifions, trances, and impulfes. No
hard judging, rath cenforioufnefs, and unchar-
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itablenefs. : All, who were under ferious concern
about their falvation, even when moft deeply affeét-
ed, manifefted no difpofition to have others fee and
krow their diftrefs, though very often fo great as
almoft to overwhelm them. We had po outcries,
falling down—or bodily agitations. Such things
often, through the temptations of a fubtle adverfa-
ry, mingle with, and difgrace revivals of religion,
and lead others to oppofe and condemn the whole,
making no difcriminations between the precious
metal and thedrofs. Things of this nature when
found attending any uncommon ferioufnefs, are to
be lamented,  but ought not to induce us to rejeét or
difcredit the whole. Many wife and eminent Di-
vines and Chriftians faw fo much fanaticifm, difor-
der, divifions, and bodily affetions, in the extra<
ordinary work, in thisland, in the years 1741-42
as to lead them to condemn and reject the whole as
mere delufion and enthufialm. But, it is believed,
that even the moftuncandid and infidel mind,ifanac-
tual witnefs, could not point out one inftance in the
prefent cafe of what might, with any propriety, be
termed enthufiafm. Through ignorance of the na-
ture of Religion, and becaufe they will not fairly
fee and examine, the enemies of God and the Gof-
pel, itis well known, call all ferious and real piety
by the opprobious names of fanaticiim and fuper- -
ftition. Such as never felt any cordial efteem for
vital piety, ufually, are not wanting in attempts to
load it, with contempt and fcorn. The work of
God’s Holy Spirit, among us, has been exceedingly
regular ; It has been all of a- piece :-One’ contin-
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ued unfolding of the power of truth : A difplay
of the efficacy of the peculiar and diftinguifhing
doQrines of the glorious Gofpel : Chrift has feem-
ed to come forth in the riches of his grace : To
ride in the chariots of falvation: His word has been
powerful indeed. O what attention ! what folem-
nity ! In what glory and majefty did Chrift appear !
Behsld, fays the prophet Malachi fpeaking of the
majefty and grace of Chrift, I will fend my meffen-
gery and be fhall prepare the way before me : ard the
Lord whom ye fick, fball fuddenly come to bis temple ;
even the meffenger of bis covenant whom ye delight in :
Behold, be fhall come, fuith the Lord of hofts. . But
who may abide the day of bis- coming 2 and who fbalf.
Stand when he appeareth? For be is like a refimer’s
fire, and like fuller’s foap. .And be fball fit as a refiner
and purifier of fitver 5 and be fhall purify the fons of
Lewiy, and purge them as gold and firver, that they.may
off r unts the Lord an offcring in right.oufnefs. Then
Jhall the offering of Fudaband ferufulem be pleafant unte
the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.
Tue only further remark here neceflary in order
to give a juft reprefentation of the work, is the vi-
ibly good fruits and beneficial tendency. of it al-
ready exhibited ; and which will, no doubt, more
and more appear. No religion is of any worth or
can be genuine, which does not mend the heart,
and reform the life. The tree is known to be
good, in the world of nature, by. the good fruit
which it bears. The beauty of holinefs is its. ten-
dency to happinefs; “and the glory of religion is the
blefled effett which it has on the heart and life It
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is good as it does good—makes better men—better
citizens—a happier world. It does good in this
world, as well as prepares for felicity in the next.
If the Gofpel have been received as it ought to be,
by any of the children of men, there will be a vifi-
ble alteration in the life, the general deportment.
Morality, indeed, is built upon religion as its only
fure and folid foundation. No real piety of heart
can exift, of courfe, without moral virtue. Juf-
tice, temperance, fobsiety, and all the amiable
train of moral virtues flow from the fear of God :
From faith and repentance. If we fear God, we
fhall keep his commandments. If we love him,
we fhali be truly benevolent towards man. If we
love Chrift and believe in him we fhall follow his ex-
ample, and imitate him, in meeknefs and humility.
¥ we have holinefs of heart, there will moft cer-
tainly be holinefs of life. If we have religion in
the heart, it will fhow itfelf in a well-ordered con.
verfation. We are created anew in Chrift Jefus
unto good works, which were before ordained that
we fhould walk in them. This is a faithful faying,
and I will that theu ceonftantly affirm, that they which

. bave believed in God, be careful to maintain good works,

for thefe are good and profitable unto men.  The fruit of
holinefs will always be found, where there is the
implantation of the principle. A reformation in
morals among a people is the only proof, upon
which any manmer of dependence either can, or
ought to be placed, of a real work of grace. And
the eutward reformation here in thofe who have

been affeted, has beentin proportion to the work
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of God’s Holy Spirit. Viceisavoided by them as
odious.—Virtue is revered as amiable. Evil prac-
tices are fhunned. Charity, kindnefs, condefcen-
tion, and a forgiving temper are nourithed. Slan-
der and backbiting difelteemed. Rioting, diffipa-
tion, and vicious amufements are not feen. Pro-
fanenefs, one of the crying fins of the land, and
on account of which the land mourneth is greatly
difcountenanced and fupprefled. Peace, union,
Chriftian harmony and friendfhip obtain. Envy,
malice, and hatred in a good degree have difappear-
ed. Theholy fcriptures are more generally efteem-
ed, and abundantly read. Public worfhip and di-
vine ordinances are more highly venerated, and ex-
emplarily attended. Knowledge in religion has
been furprizingly increafed and diffufed. Prayer,
both private and focial, is fet up and conftantly per-
formed.—How many more praying individuals, and
praying families! The morning and evening facri-
fice, oh how delightful the idea, afcends to the
throne of the univerfe, to a prayer-hearing God,
from many a heart and houfe, where heretofore
nothing of the kind wasknown. Divine and pre-
cious ordinances are both honoured and devoutly,
folemnized. The gofpel is not only admired and
revered, but openly profefled. A general feriouf-
nefs, vifible to every eye, has been fpread over the.
congregation. How are morality and virtue el
teemed, loved, and purfued ! How is fin mourned
- over, as the fource of all our miferies, rendering
'us loathfome to a holy God ! How is a Saviour’s
mame adored, and falvation fought !—What deep




31

attention in God’s houfe ! What defire and readi-
nefs to hear divine truths | How much more valued
are moral and religious inftru&ions and inftitutions ?
Such outward reformation clearly difcovers the gen-
uinenefs of the work. Can the effe& exift with-
~ out the caufe ?—Can plenteous ftreams flow, where .
there is no fountain ? As proofs of the good ef-
feQts of this work of grace, a regard to, and fanc-
tification of the holy fabbath, and an affeCtionate
love to, and folemnization of the facraments of
the Gofpel, have been mentioned. And they have
been mentioned, becaufe a denial of the fabbath—
of ftated prayer—of the holy ordinances—and of
the miniftry of the word is confidered by.the moft
judicious and knowing Chriftians, as a real denial
of all religion, and a full evidence of a deftitution
of its principles.

In the courfe of the work of grace among us, a
very becoming and fteady zeal has been manifefted
to all gofpel-inftitutions. ~Since the commencement
of the ferioufnefs, above ninety have received the
ordinance of Chriftian baptifm ; and many of them
adults. Parents, as well as children, have received
that facrament, fo plainly inftituted by the glorious
Saviour, and fo conftantly adminiftered by the A-
poftles, under infpiration, to their converts as the
initiatory ordinance—as we have feen, in the ac-
counts which are given us, of the revival of reli-
gion, in fundry places, briefly recited in the for-
mer difcourfe. How affecting to fee parents firft
offering themfelves, and then their houfeholds, af-
ter the fcripture-pattern, at the altar, to receive
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Chriftiag baptifm ! The acceffion to the commun.
ion of the church has been very great. One: hun-
dred and eight, fince the commencement of this
uncommon attention to religion, have joined them.
felves to the Lerd, by a public profefion. Anda
number more propofe foon, by the leave of Provi.
dence, to manifeft, in the fame public manner,
their regard to Chrift and his precious ordinances.
Such arefome of the vifible fruits of this work of
grace already exhibited. And fuch the reformation
which is its refult.

ONE would be ready to conclude, that all hear-
ers would be pleafed, though from different .mo-
tives, with a recital of the principal fa&ts which
have chara@erifed this mighty influence of the
Gofpel upon the heart and confcience. Thofe who
love a Redeemer’s name, and to.whom his falva.
tion is dear, will feel the warmeft emotions of fer-
vent gratitude to God, as the all-wife difpofer of
events, the fountain of grace and glory. Thofe
whofe hearts have been deeply affeCted will weep
with joy, at the retrofpeltive’ view of what they
have both feen and felt. Such as have no -more
than an outward refped for the Gofpel, and have
becn accuftomed to look up to Religion, as an
honoured and revered name, will receive new im-
prefions in its favour, ‘it may be hoped. Such as
~ are enemies to, and difbelievers in the power of
godlinefs will fee clear evidence of the truth of the
Gofpel, and of the efficacy of free fovereign grace.
Falts will be ftated, with fairnefs and candor ; and
under a convi@tion that it is more eligible to come
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fhort, than to exceed in the detail. For falfe zeal
is never produétive of good, but often of mif-
‘chievous effefts.” Hear, therefore, and judge for
yourfelves. :

It is now mearly a century, fince the firft fettle-
‘ments were made in this place. Invited by the
pleafantnefs of the fitaation and fertility of the
foil, worthy and refpetable families from the town
fixed there refidence here. The firft inhabitants
lived feveral years; without enjoying the ftated
~ ‘miniftrations of the Gofpel, becaufe not aume-
Tous enough to be able to.bear the expenfe of its
decent fupport. They, accordingly, attended pub.
Hc worfhip on Lord’s day, as often as convenience
‘admitted, in the town from which they had recent-
1ty removed. A ‘church confifting of twenty-nin¢
members was gathered fome time antecedent to the
ordination of a ftated Minifter of the Gofpel, in
faid church. After afuitable length of time to bé
well fatisfied of his qualifications for the evangelical
miniftry, theychofe the Rev. BENjamin CoLTON
for their Paftor. On the 24th of February 1713,
he was folemnly fet apart, by’ ordination, to the .
work of the Chriftian Miniftry over them. He la-
boured in word and doétrine for the fpace of forty-
four years. Being unable any longer on account
of -the weight of years, and infirmities of body to
perform the arduous duties of his facred office, af-
ter making trial of feveral candidates for the Gof:
pel miniftry, the eyes of the people were, at
length, fixed on the Rev. Natuanier HookEr,
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who was ordained over the church and congrega-
tion December 21, 1757. The Rev. Mr. CoLToN
died March 1, 1759. And the Rev. Mr. Hook-
ER cleven years after, Jure 11, 1770. He was
called off from his work in the prime and flower of
life. - His popular talents endeared kim to his peo-
ple, and his literary tafte made him agreeable to
his acquaintance.

In the year 1745, in the time of the great revi-
val of Religion in New-England, and various other
parts, in the term of one year, ferty-two were ad-
ded to the church, thirty-fix of whom were females.
This was under the miniftry of the firft Paftor.
The irregularities and enthufiafm of that truly won-
derful day offended many, and brought a reproach
on the work. But it would be uncharitable to
condemn the whole, becaufe there were impure
mixtures. The next largeft number added to the .
communion of the church, in one year, was elev-
en : This was in 1763, under the miniftry of my
immediate predeceflor. And fince my miniftry
commenced among you, before this year, the larg-
eft number added to the communion of the church,
in one year, was fixteen, which was in the year
1781. The average number of admiffions to the
communion of the church, for ninety years, is
five, and a little above.  Since the firft embodying
of the church the aggregate fum of admiffions into
communion has been four hundred fixty-eight, be-
fore the prefent extraordinary attention to Religion
began here. And fince this, the admiffions have
been one hundred and eight ; and it is expeted
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feveral more will foon come forward, and manifeft
their regard to religion, by a public profeffion.
After a-due time for clofe felf-examination, and ef-
tablifhment in the ways of God, fuch as have ob-
tained a hope of reconciliation to the divine charac-
ter, and of a cordial reception of the falvation of

the Gofpel, have expreffed an earneft defire to hon-
our God and divine ordinances, by a public pro-

" feflion of their faith. The admiffions into com-

munion, fince this feafon of religious attention,
have been almoft one fourth part of the number of
admiffions, for ninety years. The whole number
of admiffions, during the miniftry of the Rev.
Mr. CorToN, which was forty-four years of ac-
tive fervice, was two hundred and fixty-three. Du-
ring the miniftry of the Rev. Mr. HookEr, which
was thirteen years, the admiffions were fixty-five.
And fince my paftoral relation to you, for twenty-
fix years, the admiffions exclufive of the paft year
have been one hundred and forty—and as above
ftated, one hundred and eight, within the compafs
of one year paft. ‘

IT may be ufeful to add here, that the deaths or
funerals, for ninety years, which is the length of
time this people have been an ecclefiaftical fociety,
according to the laws of the ftate, are one thoufand :
The baptifms two thoufand : The admiffions five
hundred and feventy-fix. There have been more
than half as many admiffions as deaths.—At a me-
dium, the admiffions have been five, before this
feafon of religious attention ; the deaths eleven;
and the baptifms twenty. The general flate of re-
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ligion, it-hence appears, for ninety years, has been
nearlv the fame, exceptin the time of the general
ferioufnefs in the country in 1741. The ftatement
"above made, and I believe it is corre&, ferves to
evince the importance of the paft feafon: For the
admiflions into the communion of the church haye
been equal, according to this ftatement, to twenty.
two years, upon an average, for ninety years to-
gcther, If we allow as much fincerity in thefe, as
in former admiffions, and charity cannot forbear to
allow, at leaft, as much, we fhall have a very fa.
yvorable opinion of the work of the Lord, and feel
what a delightful occafion we have of pious gratie
tude. Itis, moft certainly, a pleafing and profita-
ble reflection to think, that when you look back
upon your own hiftory, fince you were firft a peo.
ple, that the admiflions into the communion of the
church have been mare than half as many as the
deaths. This is not what I fhould, by any means,
have imagined vntil aGual enumeration. And the
fact may befides anfwer the valuable purpofe of en-.
larging our charity. The above fketch of your
own hiftory, in regard to religion, muft be inter-
elting to you all, efpecially to-the rifing generation.
No - hearer, it is prefumed, however judicious,
could have formed any correct idea of the propor-
tion between the deaths, admiffions, and baptifms;
without an a@ual computation, from authentic re.
cords. This view, alfo, givesfome ufeful informa-
tiop concerning the ftate of religion, and beneficial
and happy -effe@s of .the mipiftrations of the Gof.

AR}
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pel 5 as well as mtereﬁmg leflons concermng hu-
man nature. ‘

THERE never has been before the prcfent any
very great revival of religion here fince the firft
gathering of the church. Some years and feafons,
indeed, there has been more attention or regard to
it, than others.—Such a year as the paft this peo-
ple never faw. And probably never will, while
any of us now before God, in his houfe of prayer,
are living. - O that we might fee many fuch happy
revolving years!—Few congregations are ever fo
" highly favored as to experiencé fuch a day of divine
grace and the mighty power of the Gofpel. Few
perfons ever have the happinefs to live in fuch'a
day ; or to be witnefles of fucha fcene. Butblefl
ed are our eyes for they have feen, and our ears
for they have heard! Praife ye the Lord /~—Let us
lift up our bands in the /'an&uary, and blefs the name
of the Lord ! o .

- THe paft year has, Jxkewnfe, bcen dlﬂ:mgmﬂ)ed
for a fimilar work of grace, in many places around
ns~—and in various other parts of the United States.
The Holy Spirit has been vouchfafed, in an unufual
manner, to accompany  and blefs the' means of
grace.—The heavenly dews of divine influence
have fallen, like the natural rain on grafs, newly
mown.—The prayers of the. friends of piety, for
fuccefs to the preached word, have been remarka-
bly anfwered. -~ Multitudes and multitudes, a good-
ly number, have. been gathered into the family and
kingdom of Chrift. - Upon Zion a glory hath fhip.
ed, The walls of Jerufalem have been built up,
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Baints have been quickened and refrefhed.  Sinners
have been converted. God has been glorified.

Here the blafpheming atheift has been brought to.

adore and love that God, whofe very being he had
before denied. There the fcoffing infidel has bow-
ed to that divine Redeemer, whom before he had
utterly renounced, and has placed his hopes of par-
don and falvation in that atoning blood, that peace-
making and life-giving blood which he had before
reproached, with ctruel malice. Here the vifionary
denier of the penalty of the divine law, and the
punithment of the incorrigibly wicked in another
life, has haftened to renounce his errors, and trem-
bled left his fins thould bring him into that place of
torment, which before he had viewed as the vain
dream of fuperftition. There the profane, impi-
ous abandoned tranfgreflor, hardened in vice, a
profefled contemner of things facred, has been
brought to admire, delight in, and receive that
Gofpel, of which he had, all his life, made light.
Such chara&ers, feemingly the furtheft off from
all mercy, have felt the power of quickening grace,
and exclaimed in wonder and gratitude,  Salva-
tion O the joyful found ! O for a thoufand tongues
to {peak the Redeemer’s praifes "’ '

For feveral years paft, errors and herefies have
prevailed; in the United States, to an aftonifhing
degree ; owing, no doubt to a variety of caufes,
and among others to the corruption of morals dur-
ing our revolutionary war; and to the amazing
fcenes unfolded on the theatre of Europe ; and to
the number of Joofe, infidel, and atheiftical publi.
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cations fcattered over this country, in its whole
length and breadth, by the votaries of MopERN
PHILOSOPHY, and the New THEORIES of Liberty
and Equality. Piety feemed to be flying away from
our land—Religion declined—morality lanquifhed
—vice grew bold—profanenefs, revelling, difhon-
efty and finful amufements rapidly increafed—uni-
verfalifm—infidelity—atheifm—I{coffing at all feri.
ous godlinefs—contempt of the holy fabbath—de-
fertion of public worfhip—omiffion of family-reli-
gion—and difregard of divine ordinances have
fpread, in a degree, which call for tears of grief,
threatening, in their progrefs, to lay wafte all the
moft valuable interefts of fociety. .

THE people of this congregation did not wbolly '
efcape the widely diffufing contagion.. Since my
paftoral connection with{you, you have been noted
for order, peace, good agreement, among your-
felves, and general attendance on: the public wor- .
fhip of the Deity. A few individuals excepted, all
were fteady and exemplary in fo important a duty.
Dangers have here however threaténed the intereft
of religion. Endeavours have not been wanting
to caft an odium upon it by an open and avowed
denial of the fabbath—ftated public worfhip—ftat.
ed family-prayer—holy ordinances—regeneration
by the power of fovereign grace—faith in a crucifi-
ed Redeemer—ijuftification through his righteoufs
nefs—free pardon—and the {criptures of the Old
and New-Teftament, as the PrRIMARY rule and only -
ftandard of belief and prattice. There have been
for feveral years it muft be owned, a general cold-
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nefs, deadnefs, and inattention to the Gofpel.—
There appeared to be lefs regard to vital pradtical
godlinefs than common, for fometime; and the
admiffions into the communion were no more than
five, for the whole of the four paft years.—It feem:
ed as if God had almoft intirely withdrawn his
gracious influence. We were left to mourn an ab-
fent God—barren ordinances—unfuccefsful Gof-
pel=—and cold hearts. The vifible attendance nev-
erthelefs on public worfhip had not very greatly de-
tlined, during this fpace.

- In the clofe of the month of March, and begin-
fiing of the month of Aptil laft, fome hopeful
fymptoms of a. greater regard to Religion, among
a few individuals, feemed to be manifefted. Here,
and there, one, began to enquire, Is there any
thing in religion, befides the external forms? Is not
vital experimental godlinefs fomething more than
merepretence. Thefmall beginnings grew more and
more, from daytoday. A great proportion of the
people began to awake, as it were, into a fpirit of
enquiry and thoughtfulnefs. The appearance of
the congregation was noticed, and inftrultions a-
dapted to it were every fabbath attempted. Such
fubjets were chofen as were deemed moft proper,
and treated ir a manner that would probably be af-
feting.—In this fituation were things, for about
three weeks. It was then judged expedient, fuch
was the ear to hear, and fo eager the defire to at-
tend, -to inflitate fpeecial religious meetings. This
meafure was adopted, after much deliberation and
prayetful anxiety, becaufe it was of fuch a nature



41

as would draw forth public attention, and occafion
cenfure and reprehenfion from fuch as might be, in

any degree, prejudiced againft what is, ufually,

termed a revival of religion. Thefe fpecial reli-
gious meetings became indifpenfably neceflary to
prevent enthufiafm and diforder ; and were attend-
ed beyond expeftation. An air of thoughtfulnefs
and deep concern was very vifible to every one pref-
ent. Through theinfluence of God’s holy fpirit, a
ferious enquiry ¢ what fhall I do to be faved” was

among us. The fpecial religious meetings were,
more and more, crouded. Thzey were folemn and
impreflive. Such as.attended at firf, out of idle
curiofity, either foon left them, or were affetted toa
deeply to help liftening with careful attention. The
people who reforted to thefe religious meetings,
and there were in various parts of the fociety, five
of them, in a week, became more and more. anx-
ious to hear the Gofpel difpenfed, and to know
their duty. To the word fpoken, and prayers of-
fered, they liftened with eager attention, often
bathed in flowing tears from beginning to end.
Such fubje&s were chofen, and difcourfed upon as
were beft calculated to place truth before the mind,

in the moft engaging and affecting light. The ob-
jeftin view, in thefe difcourfes, altogether was to
imprefs trath upon the mind—to lay all' the grand
and peculiar do&trines of Chrift in their proper or-
der, connexion, and extent before the hearer, and
in all their weight and importance. The with was
to make them fee, know, and underftand the truth ;

¥ .
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and not to move the animal affeCtions, er natural
pafions of thefoul : Fora religion made up of the
natural affeGtions of the foul is of no worth, but
often extremely dangerous.—Subjefts of terror
were infrequently fought ; and when treated, were
not drefled up in language calculated to terrify. Di-
vine awakeninginfluence, in a furprizing degree, ac~
companied the means of grace. The Holy Spirit;
in hisconviétive power was evidently poured out, in
plentiful effufions. Confcience was roufed, and deep:
impreflions of a religious nature made .on many.
Often forty or fifty would be moft deeply affe@ed ;
and be all in tears, during the religious exercifes;
" and feemed as if they could not bear to have them
ended. The convitions of many [the word is
here ufed to denote the concern and anguifh of the
foul before the renovation of the heart] were deep
and awful. They were bowed down.under the
weight of them. They wept plentifully under a
fenfe of their fins of heart, thought and life :—
and thejr expofednefs, in confequence of their fins,
to everlafting ruin. With God was terrible majef-
ty. They feemed to be overwhelmed with anguifh
—ready to fink under their fenfe of their fins. De-
ftru&ion from the Lord was a terror to them.
They trembled at the wrath of God due to them.
Their anguith of confcience—their anxiety—their
diftrefs were great beyond words to defcribe. They
were crying out, * What fhall I do to be faved ?
Where fhall I look for help? How efcape the mife-
ry I deferve ?’—Here it may be ufeful concifely te
ftate the progrefs of the werk of conviction, or
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were brought. For though their conviétions were
different in degree, in duration, and terror, yet they
were alike in fubftance.

THe firft thing of which they were convinced,
was that they were guilty finners before God ; that
their hearts were a fountain of evil ; that their
lives, though in the eye of the world free from
blame, were one continued feries of fin and rebell-
ion. Numberlefs fins came to the mind’s view,
which before were cither forgotten, or deemed no
fins. Before being awakened they had no idea of
their finful and perithing ftate. It feemed itrange
to them that any could be fo unconcerned about
their fins heretofore. -

AcaIN, they were convinced of the being and
attributes of God. Formerly they did not realize
his exiftence and perfections. He was not in all
their thoughts. They fcarcely turned one thought
towards him. But paffed on in life,-from week to
week, and year to year, ftupid and heedlefs. The
wicked through the pride of his heart will not feek
after God. He feems not to be prefent.—He is re-
garded no more than though he did not exift. But
now duties omitted, a God forgotten, religion ne-
gletted, a Saviour difregarded, a Gofpel f{light-
ed, falvation unfought, feafons and opportunities
v of grace unattended, time mifimproved, talents
! mifapplied, calls of mercy unheeded are re-
. fletted upon, with horror and amazement. Now
il aGod, whofe being all creation proclaimed, a God:
! poflefled of all poflible excellencies—infinitely holy,

| juft, omnifcient, ompipotent, omniprefent, whom
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they had never loved, feared, or obeyed and to
whom their final account muft be rendered arole
to the mind’s view, and produced diftrefs inexpref-
fible.

FurTHER, under their awakenings, they faw
likewife that a holy law righteoufly condemned
them. They felc at the fame time condemned by
reafon. Confcience continually upbraided them.
Their hearts were full of oppofition to this law, in
the violation of which they had always lived. They
could not bear to think of its ftrictnesand penalty.
They hated the law becaufe fo ftriét a rule of life,
demanding fo much of them ; and its penalty, be.
caufe fo fevere a punifhment was threatened to all
difobedience or want of conformity. They had
frequent rifings of heart not only againft God, and
the Redeemer, butagainft the law and Gofpel, and
all the ways of religion, its duties, dotrines, and
otdinances.
~ Acaln, in the courfe of their awakenings, they
were brought, by the ftrivings of the Holy Spirit,
to fee that the carnal mind was enmity to God and
the law, to Chrift and the Gofpel, and Gofpel fal-
vation. They faw, moft clearly, that they were
wholly oppofed to holinefs, and a holy and fove-
reign God ; that they had not the leaft degree of
love to either: That they wouLp not come to
Chrift for life, pardon, and help : That their hearts
were hard, like the flinty rock, ftubborn, and un-
yielding. They felt that they wouLp not bow to
a fovereign God, or accept of his offered -falvation
in the Gofpel. They would, in converfation, fay,

JR—— ad : S
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¢« My heart will not fubmit—I will hold out lon-
ger—I will ftill ftrengthen myfelf againft God.”
At the fame time their diftrefs was overwhelming.
They clearly perceived that all that ftood in the way
of their falvation was their own wickednefs of
heart—their enmity to God—their own proud re-
bellious hearts. They were rationally convinced,
indeed and ready to affent, that God was both
ready and able to fave and pardon—that Chrift was
both able and willing to pity, hear, and blefs—
that he was an all-glorious, all-willing, all-fuitable
Saviour—that the law was ready, its honours be-
ing completely reftored by a Redeemer’s facrifice—
that all heaven was ready—and all the really pious
on earth withing that they would come, and receive
the water of life freely, but that their own hearts,
through pride, obduracy, felf-righteoufnefs, and
unwillingnefs would not bow or confent.
MoRrEeovER, their awakenings or conviCtions
were uniformly carried fo far, as to demontftrate to
them, thatthey were in the hands of a fovereign
God, who would have mercy on whom he would
have mercy : That they lay altogether at uncove-
nanted mercy : That out of Chrift, God wasa con-
fuming fire; and that it was a dreadful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God : That he
would bejuft, and the law juft fhould they be left
to final blindnefs of mind and hardnefs of heart,
to perifh forever in their fins—to treafure up wrath
againft the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God—to be punifhed with
everlafting deftruction from the prefence of the
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Lord and the glory of his power :—And fhould
the fmoke of their torment afcend up forever and
ever, it would be no more than what ftrit equity
required. .

LastLy, In the midft of all this diftrefs and an-
guith of mind, while their hearts were rifing up in
oppofition to God, they were brought to fee, that
he alone could help them—could bring them out of
an horrible pit, and fet their feet upon a rock, and ef-
1ablifb their goings : That they lay ablolutely at his
omnipotent mercy, and free, rich fovereign grace :
That in themfelves they were helplefs and hopelefs
—altogether dependant on an infinitely fovereign
God for his grace to regenerate them—his compaf-
fion to forgive them—his goodnefs to blefs them—
and his love to fave them, poor, guilty, vile, per-
ithing tranfgreflors. In this ftate, they would cry
for mercy and help, like blind Bartimeus— Yefus
thou fon of David bave mercy on me? Lord, if thou
wilt thou canft make me clean! O Lord rebuke me not
in thy wrath : ncither chafien me in thy hot difpleafure.
For thine arrows flick faf in me, and thy band preffeth
me fore. There is no_foundnefi in my flefb becaufe of thine
anger ; neither is there any reft in my bones, becaufe of
my fin. Thus the Holy Ghoft, in the ufe of the
means of grace, the word and prayer, convinced
themof fin. And when he is come be will reprove
the world of fin, and of righteoufnefs, and of judg-
ment.  Of fin becaufe they believe not on me, of right-
eoufnefs becaufe I goto my Father, and ye fee me no
more. Of judgment beeaufe the Prince of this world is
Judged.—For Iwas alive without the lgw once : but
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when the commandment came fin revived, and I died.~
For I through the law, am dead to the law, that I
might live unto God.—Now when they heard this, they
were pricked in their bearts; and faid unto Peter, and
tothe refp of the Apoftles, Men and brethren, what
Jhall we do.—Ss mightily grew the word of God and
prevailed—Then ke called for & light, and fprang in,
and came trembling and fell down before Paul and Silas ;
and brought them out and fa:d Sirs, what muft I do
%o be faved ?

UnDER conviftion, all had fuch views and im-
preflions as above defcribed. In fome, awakenings
however were more deep and awful than in others.
In fome they were fuller of terror thanin others.— -
In fome of a longer, in others of a thorter duration.
Some remaining, for many weeks, under over-
whelming diftrefs, bordering upon defpair, and in
feveral inftances, to the prefent time. In others,
conviltion feemed to perform its work, in a fhort
fpace, afew days, or weeks. Compunétion, and
horror of conicience, in many, were exceedingly
great. Some were arrefted in a moment, in their
mad career of fin, and made to tremble before
God. They were, all at once, fuddenly, from a
ftate of ftupidity and hardnefs of heart, wholly at

_eafe in Zion, defpifing or even fcoffing at religion,
thrown into anagony ef diftrefs about their own
everlafting falvation. Others were in a ftate of en-
quiry and thoughtfulnefs, for many days, or feve-
ral weeks, and their convi&ions gradually arofe.
Others had, comparatively, but little horror and
anguifh of mind, and could not feel that diftrefs,
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and amazement, and agony of concern, as others
whom they faw, and with whom they converfed.
They would fay often, ¢ they wanted to have their
convi&tions rife as high as others experienced.”
Many were affliCted with temptations to caft off all
concern about their falvation—would with that they
- had never been under any conviftion. Others had
no temptation to throw off their impreflions—but
were continually in dread left they fhould lofe them -
—relapfe back into ftupidity—provoke a merciful
God to withdraw from them, and give them o-
ver to final blindnefs of mind. Some had de-
termined that they would not be the fubjeis of
fuch convitions—and thought nothing could move
and affe&t them, as they faw others affeited, but
foon were brought te feel as great or greater diftrefs
of mind. As many as fixty, feventy, and eighty
were under deep concern, at one time—many more
thoughtful, and looking upon the fcene before
them, - with filent folemnity.- Very various were the
convitions of the awakened, in many refpes,
and very various the occafions of them, but ftill
all, fubftantially, reaching the fame point. While
under them, it ought to be particularly noticed, all
open fins were abftained from—the holy fcriptures
reforted to—the fabbath fpent in cries for mercy—
prayer attended—the means of grace ufed—and
opportunities to hear the word preached, painfully
and diligently fought.—During the time of divine
worthip folemn profound reverence overlpread the
countenance. They heard as creatures made for.
eternity, who do not know but the next moment
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they muft account to their judge : Were melted:
down into tears and would afk for deliverance from
mifery in the bitternefs of their fouls.—Perfons of.
different education—of both fexes—of all ages—’
the man of firm nerves, and the tender child, and
the gay youth trembled under the apprehenfion of
deferved ruin. You could not keep them from a
PAINFUL and DILIGENT attendance on the means
of grace. They could net hear enough of the
things of God’skingdom.. They were reluétant at
quitting the place of religious worfhip.—~But were
each cafe to be detailed minutely, it would require
a volume to detail the whole.

IwiLL now briefly ftate thefe views, exerctfes, and
feelings which gave them relief and hope. This is
a moft intereflting part of the narrative. And it
may not be improper here to remark, that renew.
ing the foul after the divine image is the work of
the holy fpirit : Born again not of the will of man,
nor of the will of the flefb, nor of blood, but of God.
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God giv.
eth theincreafe. Weare his workmanthip created
anew in Chrift Jefus unte good works. Regene-
ration or the Golpel new birthis the implantation
of aprinciple of fupreme love to God in the foul 3
is flaying the enmity of the heart againft God; is

‘removing its oppofition againftdivine things ; in this

work the loftinefs of man fhall be bowed down, and
the haughtinefs of men fhall be made low, and the
Lord alone fhall be exalted : The heart of ftoneis
taken away and an hieart of flefh is given : The tafte,

v e - -
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temper, and relifh of the foul is wholly changed :
The heart is reconciled to God and his law : And
has altogether different views, exercifes, and feel-
ings towards divine things : Now it is holy, before
it was unholy : Now is turned from fin ; ‘has a prin-
ciple of benevolence, whereas before it was attua-
ted by fupreme felfithnefs. And fuch views and ex-
ercifes of mind, asare now to be mentioned, were
uniformly experienced, asthe grounds of a hope
that there was a real and found converfion, and that
religious awakenings and convitions had termina-
ted happily.

A CLEAR, delightful refreihmg fenfe of the being,
perfections and glory of God. Every thing feem-
ed, wherever they were,or wherever they caft their
eye, to announce his exiftence and glory. They
felt themfelves furrounded with his prefence. The
‘world appeared full of the riches of his goodnefs
and greatnefs. All his works, the fun, moon, and
flars—the ky, the winds—the clouds—the moun-
tains—the vallies—the produ@ions of the earth—
the revolving feafons appeared to fpeak in his behalf.
The whole creation feemed to them to proclaim his
glory—his wonderful name. And their heart feem-
ed to go out in love, admiration, Joy-—dehght, and
prmfe of fucha God—foholy—fowifeand fogracious.
His fovereignty, holinefs, and righteoufnefs they
could at once admire and adore. They faw himas
infinitely worthy of all love, praife, gratitude,and
obedience. They felt a with that all would afcribe
to him honour, glory, blefling, and falvation—
‘would comeand” fee his glory—would come and
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adore and praife. ~Such light, joy, and fatisfation
had they, as to fay, whom have I in heaven but thee,
and there is none on earth that I defire befides thee ; thou
-art the firength of . my heart and my portion forever.
As the bart panteth aftcr the water-brooks fo panteth my
Joul after thee, O God. My foul thirfieth for God, for
the living God : when /bqll I come and appear be ore
God.

AcaIn, the law, agam& which they had before
fo many objections, appeared to them aitogether in
a new light. Before their hearts had rifen up in en-
mity againft the divine chara&ter, and the divine law.
They hated the latter becaufe fo pure—fo ftrid—
andfo rigorous as they termed it, in its penalty.
Now it appears perfettly right and reafonable in all
its demands, and requirements, its precepts and
threatnings even of endlefs mifery to difobedience.
It appears to them holy—juft—and good-—worthy
of its glorious author—worthy of all obedience,
and to be the rule of their lives~—and even glorious
in condemning fin, and all oppofition to God.

MOREOVER, fin asa tranfgreffion of this law,
and offence committed againft God, appeared to

, them infinitely vile and abominable, and they, as
infinitely wrong, criminal, and guilty for all indul-
gence of it, in heart or life—fecret or open. They
could not defcribe in words fufficiently lively, how
odious they appeared, in their own view, before.
God, the holy One who inhabits eternity. They
faw and felt what guilty, unworthy creatures they

.were on account of fin—that they deferved for their
innumerable tranfgreflions to be cut off from the

‘.
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earth—to be doonied to endlefs woe—to bear the
wrathof Almighty God, toall eternity.
-FurTHER, Chrift, and his Gofpel, and falva.
tion appeared to them all-glorious. That-he obey-
ed; fuffered, and died to hanour God—the divine
law, and perfetions and govetnment : To con-
demn f{in in the fleth: That his Gofpel and the way
of life propofed in it, while they honour God and
his law, favealfo from the power of fin—and con.
demnation to eternal death were obje(ts to them, full
of joy. Such a Gofpel—f{uch a falvation—fuch-a
Saviour—fuch an atonement—{uch a righteoufnefs
~f{uch a fcheme of grace and pardoning mercy,
how full of wonder! How amiable how glorious
the crofs of Chrift! Here was all their hope—all
their dependance for life, forgivenefs, peace, and
eternal bleflednefs.  ThisSaviour they felt asthough
they could not help believing and trufting in: This
Gofpel they could admire and welcome: This
method of deliverance from fin and mifery embrace
~—on this atoning blood reft for pardon and accep-
tance with aholy and fin-hating God. Chrift, in
the riches of his grace and righteoufnefs, was to
themall andin all. Their help—their light—their
refuge—their hope<—their glory—their joy.
- THe facred volume likewife was, in their view,
covered with a new glory.  Before they could . negs
le&t it, from month to month, without any re
proaches from their inward monitor. It lay byas
an ufelefs book, comparatively.—They hated to
yeadit s orif thay did, for form’s fake, open it,
shey could.not: nnderftand or feel what shey reads
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But now it feemed new, containing new truths, and.
new beauties. How precious inall its calls, warn-
ings, dotrines, promifes, and inftructions ? They
wondered they could not fee it, in this light, before.
Formerly it was dark and like a fealed book to them,
but now all light and glory :—Formerly dull and
unintelligible and uninterefting, but now pleafing
and important, entertaining and interefting above
defcription—as the prRIMARY, only rule of faith
and morals. :

. THe dudes and doétrines of religion were, alfo,
beheld by them, in anew light. Faith.and repent.
ance feemed reafonable duties.  In prayer and praife
they delighted.. O what a happinefs and privilege:
to beallowed to worfhip God : To truft in a Re-
deemer’s merits—to hope for pardon, adoptionm,
juftification and the. favor of God'! The peculiar
and diftinguithing doétrines of’.the Gofpel were al»
fo all efteemed and cordially embraced. How hap»
Py to adore, ferve, pray unto, and glve them{elves
upto God! -

- AvrLthe fpecial ordinances and mfhtutlons of thc
Gofpel, though before difeftcemed and neglected,
when refleted upon, feemed full of grace, -and
divine wifdomand goodnefs, ‘precious and import-
antin themfelves, and in the religious life, valuable
above calculation. - The holy fabbath, the Chriftian
Miniftry, and the two facraments of baptifm and
the Lord’s fupper, ‘when they came to the mind's
- view, appeared unfpeakably important.

- AL moral duties. alfo appeared to'them, . wheu

they refleGied upon them, highly: reafonable; and
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binding on the confcience from the divine author-
ity, and from their conducivenefs to the beft good
of civil fociety ; fuch as bgnevolence to man, right-
eoufnefs, fobriety, temperance, humility, patience,
forgivenels of injuries, love of enemies, compaf-
fion to the poor, honefty, kindnefs, truth, and ab-
horrence of all falfehood. Indeed, in their view,
all the branches and duties of morality were cloth-
ed with a new beauty and glory.

Uron the whole, their hearts feemed to choofe
and prefer religion, the Gofpel and holinefs, and
falvation to all temporal objeéts, purfuits, and in-
terefts however dear or important. They felt pleaf-
ed and delighted to find that repentance, holinefs,
felf-denial, mortification to fin, and felf-abafement
were the road to heavenly beatitude. :

- SucH views and exercifes asnow ftated they had
uniformly, in a higher or lower degree, in a more
or lefs clear manner—not, indeed, juft in the or-
der as now defcribed.—In confequence of thefe
views, their former great diftrefs and anguith of
mind gradually left them. Some degree of com.
fortable hope would, ina few days, arife out of
fuch exercifes .and tempers, as now ftated. . The
moft, though not all, ‘were able to afcertain the
time, place and manner of the change, of which
they were the fubjects. The immediate effets ofit
were fo very perceiveable. Such light—peace and
delightful fenfations filled their minds as were un-
fpeakable. At firft, they had no idea however that
what they had experienced was the new-birth or re-
generation,—Several days often pafled, hefore they
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even began to admit the thought, that they had
been the fubjes of that great moral change. They
apprehended, at length that they could fee and feel
the truth of fuch paffages of hely writ as thefe.
You hath be quickened who were dead in trefpaffes and
JSins.  For in Chrift Jefus, neither circumcifion, avail-
eth any thing nor uncircumcifion, but anew creature— -
Therefore if any man be in Chrift be is a new creature :
old things are paf? away, behold all "things are become
new.—But ye are & chofen generation, a royal priejthood,
a holy nation, a peculiar people : that ye fhould fbow
forth the praife of him, who bath called you out of dark-

nefs into his marvellous light.

AmMoNnG theblarge number, who have obtained a
hope of falvation, is a confiderable proportion of
thofe in a fettled family-ftate in the world—in the
meridian of life, and feveral fomewhat advanced in
life : Alfo a good proportion refpectable for their
rank in life of males as well as females, though
rather more of the latter—many youth, and fome
quite in early youth. The work has been very
general, and not limited to any age, of part of the
fociety. The exercifes and inward quiet and delight
of thofe, who have obtained a hope, have likewife
been very different. Some have had higher com-

. fort and peace, and joy than others. Some have

had much lefs joy and comfort. Others are una-

. ble to give any account of any deep convitions, or

fenfible exercifes of joy, when they hope a change
pafled on their hearts. It may, therefore, be eb-
ferved that it thould fatisfy all if they can fay, with

the blind man, “ This one thing I know that whereas
1 was blind, I noew fee” |
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Arter having made a concife ftatement of falts,
a few inferences of a praétical nature will clofe the
fubje&t.

1. Is the above the nature of real evangelical
piety ? Is the religion of the Gofpel, in its life and
power, fuch ? Muft all who are really poffefled of
it, have fuch views, exercifes, and tempers. No
doubt they muft have, in fubftance. There will
be a mighty diffcrence in degree, light, clearnefs,
and knowledge, becaufe the education, conftitu-
tional make of the mind, patt life, ftrength of men-
tal powers and means and opportunities of improve-
ment are very different, in different perfons. 7There
is a diverfity of operation but the fame [pirit. There
muft, for effence, in adults be the fame convitions,
fame new birth—f{ame love to God—{ame faith,
fame repentance, hope, benevolence, humility—
pardon—juftification—fame regard to a Redecmer,
to holinefs—fame love of morality, of duty, of or-
. dinances. The circumftances will be very various,
where the principle and temper are effentially the
fame. Incommon times, conviftions are not gen-
erally fo deep and awful, but of longer duration,
lefs fteady and uniform—often intermitted and then
revived. And the change in regeneration is not o
clear. Hope is gained more gradually.—But blind
eyes muft be opened ; hard hearts. changed ; vile
- affetions purified ; and morality and virtue prac-
tifed. - A holy Ged muft be loved; a Saviour be-
lieved in ; finrepented of ; and religion be higheft
 in the choice, in all ages and places. If we have
any religion atall, we fhall ptefef it to ought elfe.
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If Iforget thee, O Yerufalem, let my right hand forgei
ber cunning. If 1donot remember thee, let my tongue
cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not ferufalem
to my chief foy ? All of whatever communion or de- -
nomination, age or ftation, that have the power of
godlinefs, have eflentially the fame views of, and
love to divine things. '

2. A GREAT and general attention to religion,
among a people, is a difplay of the rich mercy of
God. To be awakened to ferious thoughtfulnefs
about our future ftate, and to be brought under
convicion of finand danger is altogether reafona-
ble, and an unfpeakableblefling in divine Providence,
But to be renewed in the temper of our hearts, by
the power of fovereign grace, is the chief mercy,
the greateft which can be conferred on us, in this
life. How happy the effet and confequence of a
revival of religion on church and ftate ! For religion
is the fource of all fpiritual peace—and lays a bafis
forour being happy in life, happy in death-~and
happy to all eternity. No wonder then that Chrift
fays, there is joy inthe prefence of the angels of God
over one finner that repenteth. One finner brought
home to God and dutyis a great event. Notwith-
Seanding in this refoice not, that the [pirits are fubjec? to
you, but rather rejoice, becaufe your names are written
in beaven. - It muft be pleafing to a benevolent mind
to look forward, and contemplate the vaft fum of
human happinefs which fhall ultimately refult from .
the Gofpel. When one is turned from fin to holi-
nefs, is made a new creature in Chrift Jefus, his

H
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tternal happinefs is fecure. When numbers, ina
time of general ferioufnefs, are, a foundationis .
laid for a large addition to the general fum of hu-
man felicity. Religion is a fubje& in which the
bleffed above take an affetionate intereft. Thofe
benevolent fpirits rejoice in the diffufion of piety
among men. They love to fee FRESH ACCEssIONS
to the number of thofe who love and fear God.
There s joy in heaven when one finnerrepents ; and
greater joy when religion generally prevails, and
multitudes are rifing to newnefs of life.

" 3. THe guilt of open oppofers or fecret enemies
to the prevalence of religion, we hence infer, is
heinous beyond all conception. Why fhould any
be oppofers of a work of grace among a people? °
Nothing fo much irritates many, as to fee real piety
and religion. They reproachall uncommon feriouf-
nefs. Atheifts, infidels, univerfalifts—and other
grofs heretics will always oppofe, revile, deny, re-
jec, -and fcoff at all praical and vital piety—or
any real attention among a people. They call it de-
hufion—enthufiafm—prieft-craft—and even afcribe
k to fatanical influence. 'We have had no open op-
pofers that I know of. If any where there be any,
either open oppofers, or ‘fecret enemies—-any revi-
lers, blafphemers, and fcoffers we thould pray, as
our Saviour did, Father forgive them for they know not
what they do. At the fame time, we fhould call
none oppofers or enemies, without the cleareft and
fulleft proofs. Forit is charging them with a crime
of the.deepelt die. All are to examine candidly—
and let none be.inimical till they have weighed the
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matter, with all poffible care "and deliberation. If
the work be not of God, the event will proveit.
If it be, to oppofe it, is to oppofe him. As yet wa
have had no Apoftates—and itis earneftly hoped
there will be none. If there fhould, it will not be.
firange ; for there wasa Judas in Chrift’s own fam-
ily. Butif one or two fhould relapfe into former
ftupidity and vice, it ought not to difcredit the
whole work.

4. SucH a revival of religion as above narrated,
and as has been, in many towns and parithes, in this
vicinity, by which thoufands have been added to the
Lord, and in various other parts of our land thould
cenvince unbelievers that there is a Holy-Ghott ;
and ‘make them at length admit the divine original
of Chriftianity. Every foul brought from a ftate of
pature to a ftate of grace may be reckoned a new
proof in confirmation of the Gofpel, and alfoa -
new difplay of its power.. When natural men, . the
{piritually blind, .are enlightened in the knowledge
of themfelves and of a Saviour : When a dead fin~
ner is raifed to newnefs of life, we have the fame
figns of power, and a proof of greater goodnefs,
in.one fenfe, than when fun, moop, and ftars were
lighted up in the firft world, or when a dead corpfe
is called into being.  God, -fays Paul, who commande:
ed the light to fhine out of darknefs, bath fhined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of theglory of
God in the face of Fefus Chrifé ; and reprelents the
fame power that raifed Jefus from the dead, as worke,
ing in them that believe. If ‘one foul thus enlight
ened, thus quickened fets before us a lively inftance
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of boundlefs compaffion, and Almighty power,
how convincing the proof when great numbers. as
in the prefent cafe, are the fubje&s of renewing
grace ?

5 Tue real peopleof God, Chriftians, fhould
improve this defcent of the Holy Ghoft on fo many
places, the feafon paft, for ftrengthening their
faith ;—and as an occafion of praife and gratitude
to a merciful God. Their prayers fhould be more
fervent. Their zeal more ardent. When God
pours out his fpirit, how happy the effect! A revi-
val of religion is the confequence. This fhould lead
them to hope more firmly in the accomplithment of
all the promifes of the out-pouring of the fpirit,
when the kingdoms of this world fhall become the
kingdoms of our God, and of his Chrift : And
to encourage their joint fupplication, that this whole
land, and all the churches of Chrift may be water-

" ed with the {ame blefled dew of heaven.

6. MinisTERs need not defpond, though their
labours hitherto have not been remarkably owned.
They are toprefs on,in laying before men, the pLAIN
and PECULIAR, and DISTINGUISHING do(}rines of
the Gofpel.—God may foon blefs and fucceed them.
At the fame time all ranks, ages, and conditions
fhould, above all, defire to feel the divine influ-
ence, and to fhare in the heavenly blefling. If
THIS PRECIOUS SEASON OF GRACE—THIS HAPPY
DAY oF GOD’S MERCIFUL VISITATION be not im-
- proved, it may never return again. Now God
is ftriving with us by his word, by his Providence,
and by his fpirit, But if we continue to rejeét the
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heavenly call, his fpirit will not always ftrive with
us. - There muft ere longbe an end of divine pa-
tience and forbearance. The mercy-feat may foon
remove, a flaming tribunal appear, and the fceptre
' of peace change into the fword of juftice. Inthefe
awful moments, they who have defpited this mercy
of the Lamb, fhall perith by the wrath of the Lion
of the tribe of Judah. - Prefent opportunities of
attaining everlafting life, being then forever over—
loft and gone, can only ferve to heighten their mif-
ery, and render {t more intolerable. We oughtto
admire alfo divine goodnefs, fovereign grace, and
patience. Hath God come thus, feafonably, to his
temple, by a glotious miniftration of his fpirit in
a happy revival of religion here, and in a large
number of places around us, and in various parts
of our land, at a time when errors, . vice, fcepti-
cifm, and immorality were lamentably prevailing ?
And fhall we not meet him with our humble praifes
“and grateful acknowledgments ? It may be faid of
us, as of the Jews of old, Ifrael hath uet been for
Jaken, nor Judabh of bis God, of the Lord of hofis
though their land was filled with fin againft the holy
One of Ifrael—Should not fo much undeferved
kindnefs, this wonderful love melt us down into
tears of godly forrow, and bring us to a hearty con-
feflion of all our fins; whether of a perfonal,.or
more public nature. Itis an eadearing call to us
to endeavour at a reformation of morals, and a
more exalted fenfe of the worth of .the Gofpel, bes
ginning at our own hearts and houfes, that every
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foul, and family, and every place may be a fit hab-
itation of Jacob’s mighty God.

LasTLy, I fhall conclude with obferving, that
it is deeply to be lamented, that any who believe
in, and revere the glorious Gofpel, thould ever
fpeak reproachfully of the fpecial operations of
grace, inany general ferioufnefs amonga people,
or depreciate the revival of religion, any where.
Mutft it not be attributed, in good men, to mifin-
formation or miftake. It isa dangerous thing to
cenfure without proper inquiry. But whendone op-
portunity is afforded for the exercife of €hriftianfor-
bearance and fympathy :—And it fhould make us
long for aremoval to Moeunt Moriah, the land of
vifion above, where all the true lovers of Jefus fhall
dwell together in perfe&t unity—where no wrong.
views or prejudices will ever be admitted—where
the whole fcene of prefent worthip fhall be over, and
we fhall no morefee darkly as through a glafs but
face to face—and where perfeét lightwill laya foun-
_ dation for perfe& harmony and love.
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