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An ON/Znaﬂ‘m Sonmon.

.1 TiMOoTHY IIL. 1.

This is a true [aying, if a man defire the office of a
Bifhaop, he defireth a good work.

S mankind entertain different and oppofite
opinions upon all other fubjeéts, fo it is

not to be expected that, on religion, the moft im-
portant and interefting of all points, to which
their attention has ever been dire&ted, there fhould
be an exact uniformity of opinion. The ftruc-
ture of the human mind, as well as human body,
and the genius and education of men are very
different. Some are favoured likewife with much
greater means and opportunities of improvement
than others. . Not only inclination of which fome
are deftitute, but leifure of which others have
none, is neceffary to purfue moral and intellectual
enquiries. Befides, fo many frailties and imper-
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feCtions attend man, fo many prepofleflions from
tradition, from reading wrongly diretted, or oth.
er fources, carry his mind from the pure dictates
of reafon, and thut his eyes upon the truth, that
it is matter of furprife, not that we think fo differ-
ently from each other, but that we think fo much
alike. Diverfity of opinion is in one view, how-
ever, to be deeply regretted, becaufe where there
is a multitude of oppofite ideas it is impoflible but
that there fhould be fome erroneous ones. And
all error on moral fubje&s is not only unhappy,
- but dangerous. Mnlla{ns in judgment, indeed,
. about circumftantial and unimportant points, do
not neceffarily imply perverfenefs of heart, or
criminal negligence in the inveftigation of truth
and duty, or endanger our future felicity.

THerE muft be more light in the church, be.
fore there can be a complete uniformity of ideas
- on the grand fubje&t of religion and morals. Be-
fore we fhall all fee eye to eye, or be exaltly of
one mind and of one heart, in the things of God,
we muft waittill the openings of celeftial glo-
ry, when that which is e&t fhall come, and
that which is m part fhall be done away. For
now we fee through a glafs darkly, but then we
- fhall fee face to face, and fhall know even as we
are known. In the dotrines and worthip of the
church triumphant there willbeno diffenting opin-

jons—in its mufic no difcordant notes—in its har.

mony no interruption—in its peace no end. Itis
peculiar to the church militant that there thould
be difcordant opinions, oppofite interefts, and a
mixture of errors and imperfections. But fo far
is the want of uniformity in do¢trines and rites
from being a valid abje@ion, though it hath been
often urged, againft the truth and reality of relis
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ion, that it is no other event than might be rea.

nably fuppofed would take place. This want
of uni.z)rmity opens a field for the difplay of the
moft amiable virtues, candour, ingenuity, chari-
ty, and mutual toleration. When the benevolent
mind furveys the chriftian world, the various
communions into which it hath been divided, the
urchriftian manner in’ which they have treated
each other, the do&rines and tenets, the modes
and forms, which in one age and another, and it
one country and another, have been, by turns,
adopted and exploded, it will in the ftrongeft
manner, feel how imperfe& man is :—how prone
to wander into the wildernefs of error human na-
ture is :—how neceflary mutual forbearance and
condefcention are :—the facrednefs of the rights
of conicience :—and the propriety of being rigid
@s to felf, and candid to others. .

It is well known that very different opinions
have been entertained of the nature, powers, and
office of the chriftian bithop. While fome wha
are to be revered for their abilities, learning and
piety, contend that chriftian Ji/bops are an order -
in the church of Chrift, fuperiar to that of pref
byters, «lders, teachers, or paflors, invefted with
higher powers and privileges, particularly of con-
ferring exclufively MoLy orDers. Others, at
leaft, equal for their literature, abilities and piety,
contend with a fimilar ardour, that there are on-
ly Two orDERs of officers, known in the New-
Teftament in Chrift’s kingdom, orin the earlieft
and pureft ages of the church, and are willing to
ritk an a]:q)eaie not to the fcriptures alone, but to
the chriftian fathers, quite up to the days of the
apoftles. Thefe two orders of church officers are
prefbyters and deacons.. This is not either a
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proper time or place to enter into this controver-
fy, either to confider the arguments or pleas for
epifcopal ordination alone, or to offer our defence
for the validity of prefbyterian ordination and
miniftrations. Eminent pens have been employed
on both fides of the litigated queftion. Suffice
it to fay, that we concieve that there are not only
fufficient, but abundant proofs from the writings
of the apoftles, that paftors, teachers, elders,
preibyters, overfeers, or bifhops in the New Tefs
tament mean one and the fame order of men :—
that prefbyterian ordination is valid :—and that
we have ample authority to convene together for
the folemn purpofes, for which our Zetters mifive
have brought us to this place, on this day. If
any think otherwife, we requeft them to remem-
ber that we differ from them no more than they
do from us. Confequently, if we merit a reproof
from them for our difference from them ; they,
in their turn, muft be reprimanded by us for
their diffent from us. Perhaps, it may not be
amifs, to remark here that the text was not cho-
foneither from pride and affe&tation, or a with
to exalt the prefbyterian or to depreciate the epif-
copalian caufe. Much more important purpofes
are intended. X

. THE chara&er and office of the chriftian minif-
ter or teacher, are beautifully delineated in the
verfes below my text. St. Paul, who was exceed-
ed, or cven equalled by none of his apoftolic
brethren, well knew the nature of that office,
-which the chriftian bithop was to fuftain.- The
qualifications of the office as enumerated by him
are thefe : a bithop muft be blamelefs—vigilant—
fober—of good behaviour—given to hofpitality—
apt {0 teach—not given to wine—no ftriker—not

.
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greedy of filshy lucre—=but patient—not. a bray-
lesr—not covetous—not a‘novige left bemg Tifted
ip with _pride he fall into the.candemnation of .
the devil... .Moreover hbe muft ‘havé a "good report
o them et are without, le/z! ‘be fall intd reproach
and the, fnare of 1he devil.. The. fame  chiradter
and office are thus dra.wn by the fame "hand.
Taée bqu tberefore unto yazﬁfflfve; and to all tbe
Awck gvgr the awhich the Holy | haf? hath made yot
swerfeers, feed the .chyrch of ‘God ‘which, he bath *
purchafed auith. bis" own blood. Inthe primifive
apoftolic fenfe, the” word biflap, ﬁ nifies the- fame
as aprefbyter, however it may be ufed in modern
dimes. - - And,that the {cripture knows of but two
aorders of chuxch—oﬂicens 15, plain from . thxs pal-
fage.of $t, Paul; in which he addreffes the private
brethren and.puhhc oﬂiqers of Chrift’s chqrch.
Paul and Timatheus the feruants. qf Jefus. brz o
all the sAINTS-inChrif, Fe/us, which are_at hile
ippiy wt{; the' BIsHOPS pnd D.EACONS "Thefe
remarkg are all- that are neceﬂ'ary, ere, to bc
made concerning the prwzm'uc and modern ufe of
thc word bifbop. . - - I

WHAT is, further mtended by dxvulc aﬂiﬁ-
ance, is tp canﬁder,_ R RS
\ How the qhnlhan mxn;ﬁer or teacher rs fct

part to his work : S

\

- . N

40 WiaT bis work ;s., RIS e
Aup, the gogdnefs qut., o

" 1. Our ﬁrﬂ: enquiry is, how the chn{han .pai-
tor is fet apart to hxs work. In our mcdltanons
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on this part of our fubje&, we areto be guided
altogether by the light of revealed truth, the only
meafure of our duty. Thence indeed we ought
to take our religion, blending with it neither tra.
dition, fuperftition or enthufiafm. Had mankind,
with.meeknefs and a teachable framé of mind,
lefs influenced by human names, traditions, and
forms, been contented to believe and pradife
only as direfted, by the great prophet of his
church, our divine mafter, they would have enjoy-
ed a happy uniformity compared to what the
world has ever yet known.

RespecTING the manner of confecration to the
paftoral office and'work, let us enquire not what
ecclefiaftical councils—not what the tradition of
men—not what different fe&taries—not what vi.
fionary enthufiafts have faid, but what faith the
fcripture, from which as far as any depart, fo far
they arein anerror and renounce the prophetic
chara&er of the great founder of the gofpel. - That
the paftoral office is a divine appointment and not
amere human inftitution is moft clearly evident
from the whole ftrain of the New-Teftament, has
been often affirmed and well illuftrated on occa-
fions like the prefent, and is a moft important
point. If it were ever proper and neceflary to
adduce arguments to eftablith this point 5 it is
fo now, and it will be fo as long as the chriftian
church fhall remain on the earth; and that will
be, till the earth itfelf, or the prefent mode of it,
fhall be no more. We will attempt, then, to
bring into one concife view, the chief of what the
word of God in the New-Teftament informs us
on this fubje. ‘ -

THe chriftian Paftor or Elder as much, though
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not as immediately, has his commiffion from
heaven, as the apoftles themfelves. And no man,
obferves the apoftle to the Hebrews, refpeting
the minifterial office, as divine, in its inftitution,
taketh this bonour unto himfelf, but ke that is called
of God as was Aaron. The office is of divine
appointment and not a human device. And eve-
ry true minifter of Jefus Chrift comes into the
work by the right door. - He never runs before
be is fent or duly authorifed—authorifed by thofe
who are invefted with the office ; for he remem-
bers the punifhment infli¢ted upon thofe prefump-
tuous perfons who offered frange fire before the
Lord. They ventured to take common fire and
not the confecrated, and to offer it without
adivine warrant. Nomne.may minifter in. holy
things, but fuch as are appointed in the Tight or
feriptural manner. How then, moft realonably
doth St. Paul atk and argue in the following beau.
tiful climax, fall they call on him. in whem they.
have not believed ? -and bow fball they believe in
bim of whom they have beard 2. and how flall- they
bear without a preacher ? and bow fball they preach
except they be fent 2 As it is written, how beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gofpel. of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things.  All faithful
and true minifers of the golpel are called and fent
of God, and no man is at liberty to take up the
office of himfelf. He muft go through the requi-
fite trials,. as to his motives and qualifications,
Our Saviour, to prevent all miftakes, hasinform.
ed us, that he himfelf is the door of admiffion to
the paftoral office. As the bufinefs - of his minif-
ters is to feed and-watch his flock, {o dear to him,
fo he marks out the way, in which they are to be
admitted.  Then faid Fefus untothem, again, veris
ly wverily, I fay unta you I am the door of the foecp.
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Al that ever camd beforc inc arc thicves and robbers,
but the itecp did not bear them. I am - the DOOR,
by meif. any man enter in, Fe fhall be favéd dnd go ini
and out and find pajture. - The thicf that clinbeth up
Some ather wcay, cometh not but for ts fcal, and to kill,
and to deftroy ; I am come (ltat they might bave life,
and might have it morc abundantly. F am the
good Moepherd, the goid jbepherd giveth his life for
the fEeep.  But be that is'an bircling and not the
Jhepherd, echofe oen'the flecp are dist, feelly the wa%'
coming and leaveth the fhccp, and the scolf catcheth,
them, and feattercth the.flccp. - The hircling flecth,
becanfe be is a bifeling, and carcth not fof: the JEcepy
Mott ¢learly do thefe paflages prove that'the” paf:
toral office 1s a divine inflitution. - The language
indeed’is highly figurative, but fo eafy tq be un-
derftood that all that is wanting to undeyftand it
is a-careful attention and honelt and unptejudiceg
heart. The plain meaning" is that the lord of
the harveft muft find and fend forth - his own la-
bourers. - The owner of the vineyard -alone his
aright'to call and employ workmen.' - He* whofe
the Hock is, 'muft {eé that they arefed, guarded,
and tended. * Hirclings are thofe'wha\ - have no re-
gard for the flock, but to the wagesenly.  They
care not how much, they featter and dividé therit,
or how “weakly “and fickly they ’4ré."! Thieved
and reblers are thofe’ who conie, uncilled dnd
unbidden, in a fly ¢oncealed way,to ftéal and kill
—to " make fepdrations and diviffon$ ; to”" taky
themn away from the fold, "¢ T

U O S A R B .
" No man, however exalted an opinlon ' he may,
through felf-flattery and ignorance, ‘¢ntértain ‘of
the éminence of his own piety, ot fplendor of his
abilities, may of his own accord prefume: to act in
the minifterial character. ' Tt is no "¢vidence that




a man is fit for ' fuftaining ‘that' facréd chafiSet
becaufe he thinks he fs,—+or becaiife hé reprodelic
es others,==-ot boldly ‘declares that regular ind
duéted teachers take too much upon themfelves)
—or that he thinks he has To much religion; that
woe is unto bim, if he preach not the gofpel.. " That
the peacé of the church might be preferved-—the
gofpel kingdoin promoted, and that lying - ihpofs
ters and artful deceivers might be prevented; d
régular method of invefting men* with hofy-order3
is prefcribed : -and, véry phinly preferibed- too
and nothing But pride, arrogance; ignoranee; and
party zéal-keep all people trom adopting ‘this; 98
a fixed point i—nay, it is “petfectly -redfotinble
that theré thoyld bea' preferibed méthod. * Ou?
divine Lord; out of tenddfhefs'to his peoplé; attd
as a rémarkable difplay of wifdom, has given that
warnting agajnft- falfe prophers: and dnawthorifed
teachers, which we fcel, afrd whichi the experiened
of ages proves, to be neediul.  Beware, fays he,
of falfe priphets which comé_fo yorl in fbceps (Rding,
but inivardly they are’ tiening - wobves §ye fhall
know' them by their fruits. - Perlotts Who- comé -ir
theit’ own' matite, and 4dt 1% their own authotity;
ag impoftors and falfe  prophers Aid all along i
the ’]eWiﬂa'thmch', are fulfe' Prophets indeédy and
lyars, afid with fuch the Chtiftian, as welk as- the
Jewifh chiirc, before it, hds it all ‘aibes and‘cunt
tries, been infafted. - They ahways coihe with det

ceiving arts and intetitibns, profefling great: hul
mility, great meeknefs, pure-deal, afdeht “love to
fouls,==clandeftinely gettirig 'fhto private ' Houfes
and leadifg #way weak ind ‘unftable minds, dnd
pouring forthy; at every convenient opportunity;
the moft bismMAL MoaNs over- the deadhefs 4n

languor of the churches, atid efpecially their regus
lar teachers's fot without artful hints of theiz
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being deftitute of heart-religion. They always
make people to err. 'What a warning againit fuch
have wein the following words ! Thus faith the
Lord concerning the prophets that make my people to
err, that bite with their teeth, and cry peace, and
be that putteth not into their mouth, they even prepare
war againft bim, thercfore night feall be unto you,
that ye /ball not have & vifion and it fkall be dark
unto you that ye fball not divine, and the fun /ball
go down over the prophets, and the day fball be
dark unto them.  Then fhall the feers be afbamed
and diviners confounded ; yea they foall cover their
lips, for there is no anfwer of God. The beft de-
fcription of falfe prophets is that they come in their
own name, unauthorifed, and their bufinefs is to
bite and devour the people, to divide and fcatter
them ; and the caufe OP religion has been more
deeply wounded and more dithonoured by fuch,
in the end, than by open and profefled enemies.

~ Now if there were no regular, fcriptural and
public mode of feparation to the work of a min-
ifter of the gofpel prefcribed, this confequence
would follow, any one and every one might, at
pleafure ; affume the office. And the effe& of
this would be, that confufion and diforder would
for everreign in Chrift’s kingdom ; as much as
they would in the civil ftate, if any man and eve-
ry man, who pleafed, and when he pleafed, thould
nndertake to exercife the powers of government.
The moft fubtle fophift cannot poflibly affign a
reafon for the abfurdity of the latter, which will
not equally operate to prove the abfurdity of the
former. On the ground that any man might, of
himfelf, take up the office of a chriftian paftor, we
could never be guarded againft deceivers, men of
Jicentious principles and immoral lives. But our

y
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Lord has exprefsly dire€ted us to pay no atten:
tion to fuch wandering and felf-created prophets.
Then if any man fball fay unto you, Lo ! here is Chrift,
or Lo! there : believe him not.  For there fball arife
falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets and fbaltfbow great

Jogns and wonders, infomuch if it were poffible they

would deceive the very eletl.  The marks by whic

weare to know falfe prophets are very plain. The
honeft need not miftake them, if they will cans
didly and critically -examine them. The defign
of falfe prophets, is always to divide and miflead
people. And when they impudently fpread them.
felves over the country, they ought not to be ' re-
forted to. They oughtto be wholly negletted,
and frowned upon, becaufe’ they are a publi¢
nuifance, a reproach to religion, and materially
injure fociety. . Wherever a people liften to them,
peace will be interrupted, ill will, and difputes,
and lofs of good neighbourhood fucceed, and of
courfe happinefs among the people will be de-

firoyed. -

- THE apoftles, we know, received their commifc

fion or call immediately from Chrift, and were
able to prove their call by proper figns ; and they
went forth and preached every where, the Lord
working with them by figns and wonders following.
When he was here, on earth, he gave to the
twelve and afterwards to the feventy defciples,
commiffion to go and preach falvation among the
Jews. This commiffion after his refurretion,
was enlarged by him : -all power, fays he, is given
me in beaven and on earth, go ye therefore and teach
all nations. As he called them immediately fo he
qualified them miraculoufly. After they had re-
ceived this commiffion, they, by his fpecial order,
were to remain. at' Jerufalem till miraculoufly



i

guahﬁed i—for, fays he, ye fhall be baptifed awith
the Holy Ghoft not many, days “hence. .- What is in. .
tended by the baptifm .of the Holy Ghoft: here,
wé learn from what took - place on the memora-
ble day of Pentacoft, which was about:tem days
a.fter, for then the gxft of tongues was imparted
fp them, and they. by this means, were_ furnifhed’
to execite their, commiffion. How. could. they
preach the gofpel to all nations,, unlefs they,could
fpeak their languages ? The wifdom :of the; great
head of the church fhines confpicuoufly in that
he calls none, whom he .doth not ;qualify. All
he doth i is, indeed, wifely.done. . Thefe defcaples,
thus commxﬁioned and a,ur.honfed by him, - werg
to inzeft others with the facred office of Chrift’s
minifters.  Paul himfelf, remarkably as. he was
tonverted, and the ftory of his ggnverfian is weli
known to every reader of the infpired volume,
1id not prefume to preach, till Annanias laid his
hands on him, and by the exprefs command of
Chrift, told him he was a chofen veffel to bear
Chrift’s name among the Gentiles, as well as
Jews. In the Church at Antioch, where thede-
iciples were firft called C hn[hans, the ordained
elders and teachere, aspartlcular diretjon " of
the Holy. Ghoft, faited and prayed, and laid their
handsonPaul and Barnabaswhen they-weretacarry
the gofpel among the Gentiles., : Thefe chriftian
minifters of the New-TeJtament, ‘who were them.
felves, regularly imtsoduced into, the work of the
evangelical miniftry, wherever. they, wentyinvefled
fit men with the oflice of paftors in jthe -churches
gatheged by them : and tranfmitted the office 0
others.—They were. to fet inorder all things in
tgle churches, and ordain elders aver them.. The

-way. then which the gofpel marks gut for ;ad-
n}} iqn to the pa(toml oftice is..by thofe who,are
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alreadyin office—by fafting, prayer, and impofition -
of hands, committing to them the miniftry of the
word; commending themtothe graceof God,~—and
giving them a folemn charge to fidelity. Private
brethren of the church never, in one fingle in-
ftance, that we read of, prefumed to.inveft others
with thepaftoraloffice. Lay-ordination is a modern
invention having no fupport or countenance from
feripture ; and prelatical, in diftin&ion from
prefbyterian ordination cannot claim a divine
origin. -

WHen we carefully and critically lay together
all thatis faid, in divine writ, on the great fubjeét
of ordination to the chriftian miniftry, we fhall
find it was performed by thofe already in office.
He that entereth not by the door into the fheepfold,
but climbeth up fome other way, the fame is & thief and
robber —Chrift is the door. To enter by the
door is toenter by him ; to enter by him, is to
enter by his rule ; and the rule which he hath
given us, is by thofe who are themfelves his ferv«
ants in the holy miniftry. He, indeed, calls by
his §raee and commiffiens his own minifters. He
fends them, in a regular way, and qualifies them
for their work. The inftitution of the gofpel
miniftry is not a human contrivance. Man did
not either invent or frame it. A grofs error
have thofe embraced, therefore, who conceive of
it, as a human appointment.

Having briefly attended to the divine inftitution
of the chriftian miniftry or fcripture-mode of in-
trodution to the paftoral office and work,

2, Wrare, next to de(I:'meatc the work itfelf.—



18

If a man defire the office of a Lifbop, he defireth a
good work. 'What then is his work ? His chief
work is to preach the gofpel of the kingdom of
God. And he gave fome apoltles, fome prophets,
fome evangelifts, and fome paftors and teachers,
for the work of the miniftry and for the edifying
of the body of Chrift. The edification of the
church is the defign of the work of the chriftian
miniftry. T'he great end of preaching is the ad-
vancement of the divine glory and the fpiritual
and eternal.interefts of men. To reconcile the
world to God, to render mankind pious and hap-
py, is the intended obje&. And all things are of
God whe hath reconciled us to himfelf, by Fefus
Chrift, and hath given to us the miniftry of reconcili-
ation, viz. that God was in Chrift reconciling the
world unto himfelf, and hath committed to us the word
of reconciliation.  Now then we are ambs/fadors for
Chrift, as though God did befeech you by us we pray
you in Chriff’s ficadto be reconciled to God. In
another place the apoftle reprefents the minifters
of religicn as co-workers with God. W% then as
workers tegether with bim, befeech you alfo that ye re-
ceive not the grace of God in vain.. To inftruét man-
kind in the dotrines and precepts of the gofpel,
perfuading them to believe in the one and to obey.
the other, thatthey may be wife and good, is
the minifter’s work, the fupreme and ultimate
mark which he is to fix to himfelf, from firit te
laft, and at which heis to aim.

WitH the apoftle Paul, he is, comparatively, to
know nothing fave Jefus Chrift and him crucified-
Again, God forbid, fays he, that I fbeuld glory fave
~in the crols of our Lord Fefus Chrilt, by which the

world is crucified unto me and I unto. the world—
Other foundation can no man lay, than that is
Lid, which is Jefus Chrift. There is no other
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‘game given under heaven whereby men can be
faved. He is the way, the truth, and the life.
Neither is there falvation in any other. He will
come to his people not in the enticing words of
man’s wifdom, not ftudying how he may flatter the
paffions, pleafe the fancy, or amufe, with the flour-
ifhes of rhetoric, the charms of language, and the
elegance and fmoothnefs of periods, butin the ful-
nefs of the bleflings of the gofpel of peace, in the
demonytration of the fpirit and with power ; will
not handle the word of God deceittully, or en-
deavor to pleafe men at the expence of confcierrce.
He will not fhun to declare the whole counfel of
God to a loft world, or hold back any doétrine
becaufe it may not fuit the tafte of the ageor
be in repute. For in delivering the whole of di-
vinetruth, only can he be pure from the blood of all
men. Every where, and to all men, on all fit oc-
cafions, he muft teftify repentance towards God
and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift. The
law and the gofpel he will proclaim, each in its
place ; for where the law is not rightly under-
ftood, certainly the gofpel cannot be feen inits
beauty and glory. All true relizion confiits in a
conformity to the law of God, and compliance with
the gofpel of Chrift. The eflence of holinefs is a
conf%rmity in heart to the law : By the law are
the knowledge and conviction of fin. It muft then
be fet before men plainly and faithfully, in all its
purity, fpirituality and extent—in all its awful
penalties, and unchangeable nature. Al the doc-
trines, the duties, the truths, the promifes, the
hopes, and the joys of the gofpel are to be, in
their order and beauty, illuftrated and unfolded.
No part of the counfel of God, refpecting falva-
tion, whether acceptable or unacceptable to the
hearer, is to be withheld. The neceffities and
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not the wifhes of hearers are to be confulted. The
faithful minifter is to feek how he may beft profit
his audience, and not how he may obtain the
moft applaufe. He muft therefore teach all the
dottrines of religion in their proper place and na-
tural order ; expatiating moft frequently and moft
largely upon the moft effential and important,
holding up the connexion of one with another,
and with firmnefs and incorruptnefs, fuiting his
inftruions to the real ftate and circumftances of
his people. He will endeavor, as much as poffi-
ble, to adapt himfelf to the different cafes, cha-
rafters, and difpofitions of his hearers ; giving
milk to babes and meat to men ; reproving, re.
buking, with all long fuffering and dotrine :—
Sometimes alarming them with the terrors of Si- .
NaI, at others foothing them with all the melody
of Zion. Like a wife and faithful fteward, he
will aim to give to every man his portion of meat,
in due. feafon, that none may fuffer through his
negligence, or perith becaufe he did not give the
needful warning.

In addition to the preaching of the gofpel, he
is to difpenfe the holy facraments, baptifm and the
Lord’s Supper, to meet fubjetts ; neither open-
ing the door too wide, nor keeping it too clofe fhut.

AcaIN, maintaining difcipline, in this day of
declenfions, is a difficult part of his work. This
is to be done with meeknefs and prudence, with
wifdom and firmnefs. Heis to be a peace-maker,
in all his courfe, to affift as called in the providence
of God, in healing divifiens. A further branch
of his duty is to bear a part in feparating fit and
qualified men to the work of the gofpel miniftry,
always remembering this maxim, to lay hands fud-
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denly on mo mayi ; 'to do all that in him lies to have
none introduced, but fuch as are found in the
faith, pious in heart, in the judgment of charity,
and of unblameable lives—men of prudence and
difcretion, of a literary education and good abili-
tis. When we but curforily confider the work
of a chriftian minifter, we feel a conviion of its
greatnefs and arduoufnefs, its importance and va-
riety. The man of God, the chriftian paftor has
work various indeed. He has no time to loofe.
Indolence and eafe are far from what he has to

- expet. Of allmen he has the moft to employ

him. That man who withes to glide fmoothly
along the current of life, in eafe and affluence—
in idlenefs and freedom from care, muft keep far
away from the paftoral office. = If faithful to his
own foul, to his God, to his Saviour, and his
flock, he muft be both anxious and saffiduous.
No miftake of people, though very common, is
widerfrom the reality, than that the minifterialcha-
racter may indulge ineafe andindolence. Were his
work not in itfelf difficult or arduous, ftill its va-
riety alone would call for all his abilities, activity,
and time. Even the weekly preparations for the.
fan&uary, are enough of themfelves, to occupy
his whole time. No endeavours or exertions, on
his part, are to be wanting, that thefe may be
worthy of the attention of his people. The oil for
the fan&tuary muft be beaten, or it will not burn
with a pure and pleafing light. To undertake to
open the great principles of any fcience, which
we do not well underftand, and which we have not
accurately ftudied, is not only abfurd, but be-
fpeaks a large fhare of fmpudence. The fcience
of religion is moft extenfive : It comprehends the
knowledge of moral duties, of natural theology,
and of revealed truth, making one grand harmo.
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nious fyftem, allthe parts of which are mutually
connefted—mutually depend upon, and mutually
illuftrate each other. The preacher has not only
to ftudy the diftin& nature and refpective evidence
of each, but to trace the connexion of all, and to
lay before his hearers the proper proofs, both
external and internal, of chriftianity. To com-
pofe a good difcourfe on any of the do&rines, evi-
dences, or virtues of the chriftian fcheme, requires
pot care and pains alone, but abilities. To feek
out important truths, to have juft ideas, to metho-
dize and arrange in beautifu{ order, to exhibit
. them in various lights, to avoid repetition and im-
proprieties, demands much ftudy and judgment.
To felett fuitable fubjets, to treat them perti-
nently and accurately, to render them both awak-
ening and inftrutive :—to obtain clear, confift-
ent and right ideas of all divine truths and doc-
trines—and to clothe them in language, which
unites fimplicity and elegance, is an arduous tafk.
The chriftian preacher who makes confcience of
all his ways, who wifhes to fave h.mfelf and them
that hear him, will often be opprefled with the
difficulties of his work. Some fubje&ts are fo
fublime that he trembles left he fhould difhonour
them by his method of difcufling them. Merely
putting together, it is readily conceeded, ferious
words, without having any regard toideas, enough
to confume the portion of time allotted for the
purpofe of delivering a fermon, requires neither
genius nor ftudy ; is eafy enough : But to com-
pofe a difcourfe filled with good fenfe, found doc-
trine and ufeful truths, that fhall inftrué, that
fhall quicken, that fhall convince, that fhall warm
the heart of the hearer, is one of the moft difhicult
kinds of compofition. And to prepare fuch
weeklz, let the candid judge what expence of
thought and ftudy is necefary.
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BuT, how many other duties are to be per-
tormed by the chriftian teacher ; he is to feek
the bleflings of grace not for himfelf only, but
for his peoplein general, and for the afflited and
diftreffled among them in particular.. As heis to
be the mouth of God to them, in the difpenfation
of the word, fo he is to be their mouth to God"
in fupplication, interceflion, and thank{giving. He
‘has to conflit with the remains of fin in his own
heart, in common with chriftians, and to bear with
the ill humours, the prejudices, the paflions, the
peevithnefs, and cenforioufnefs of the vile. He has
to vifit the fick, to pray with, counfel and affift in
the laft and important hours. of life : to condole
with and comfort, the mourning and forrowful : té
dire& theinquiring : to admonifh and reprove the
wayward : to bind up the broken hearted. How
much inftruion is to be given to the ignorantwho
have no juft ideas of God, of the law, of the Sa-
viour, of, them{elves, of moral obligationand of du< -
ty ? How much exhortatien to experienced chrif-
tians to abound, more and more, in the works of
the Lord. Did a people but realize the one half of
the duties and difficulties of the facred office, they
would exercife the moft generous candour ; and
inftead of wounding the feelings and reputation
of their minifter by hard fpeeches and opprobri-
ous epithets, and of rendering him unhappy by
negle@ing public wortfhip, they would endeavour
to footh his anguifh and fweeten his lot.—I have
now confidered the work of the chriftian paftor,
though inavery imperfeft manner ; had it been de-
lineatedin allitsfullnefs, adeepimpreflion would, no
doubt, have been made uponthe intelligent hearer.

_ 3. It only remains to offer a few thoughts on
45 GOODPNEsS 3 this was principally in view when
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~ the fubje& was chofen to entertain the audience '
with, on the prefent occafion. It feemed not im-
proper at fome length, to difcourfe of the other
branches of the fubject, in order to prepare the
way for this. And this part has, in fome degree,
been anticipated by what has been already fuggeft-
ed : for itis impofiible for us to take a view,
though fuperficial, of the nature and extent of
the work, without being compelled to admit its
goodrefs. The idea of its goodnefs is introduced
with fome formality by St. Paul. This isa #rue
JSaying, if a man defire the office of a bifbop, be defi-
reth a good work. It feems as if the apoftle fore-.
fawthat there woyldbe fome, in all ages, who from
a corrupt heart or corrupt morals, or bitter preju.
dides, would be inclined to difefteemx and depreci.
ate it : and therefore he prefaces his affertion thus,
this is a #rue faying—what may be admitted with.
out hefitation, what may be relied on with all pof.
fible fafety.—The work is not good and defirable,
becaufe attended with worldly pleafure, honour,
eafe, or afluence. Our Lord fuffered from the
‘tongue of flander and' from poverty : he had
none of the pomp and fplendor of this world ; he
did net chufe for himfelf an eafy and opulent fta-
tion. The meck and lowly Jefus, who lived in a.
condition poar and defpifed, and died in pain and
torture ; did not intend that his faithful minifters
thould have a large fhare of the riches and hon-
ours af the world. The work is not "acrative :
it is not the road to promotion ; but e work is
good asit is converfant about the greateft objeéts,
the promotion of the glory of God,and the fpirit-
ual and eternal intereft of man ; and it is a defi-
rable office in this view of it. The wifdom and
benevolence of the divine nature are difplayed
in all his'works and ways. An infinitely wile
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and good being does nothing in vain, or for un-
neceflary purpofes. Whatever fuch a being does,
is well done—is altogether beft ; all things con-
fidered. Were there, confequently, no other.rea-
fon to believe the work of the gofpel miniftry a
good work ; this alone, that an infinitely wife and
good Being has inftituted it would fatisfy the
thinking mind.  God originally formed all things
forhis glory ; hecontinually preferves them for

the fame important end. This indeed is his high-

)creation, prefervation,

1y is moftilluftrioufly manifefted in the work of

redemption, and:all that appertains to it ; the of-

fice, confequently of a teacher in the church of

‘Chrift is defigned to difplay the charatter, the

praife, .the majefty and glory of God, by exhibit-
ing, ftatedly, the importantdottrines and truths

of religion, The minifter bf the gofpel is to be

the mouth of .God to the children of men, to de-

clare his word and truths only, .to reveal the trea-

fures of his grace, the mylteries of his love, the

richnefs of his.mercy, and to fpeak forth the ter-
rors of his juftice to the impenitent, as well as to

be the mouth of the . people to offer prayer and
praifes to his eternal throne. He muft according-
ly fpeak the divine word faithfully, plainly, hon-
eftly and ferioufly ; he is to come to his fellow-
men only with the meflages of Deity, of his grace
and goodnefs. 'What a great and infinite being
is God ! He is glorious in holinefs, fearful in praif-
es, and wonderful in works—compared with him
the whole univerfe is as nothing. Before him an-
gels bow § to him all the intelleftual creation
thould offer unremittedly their homage. 7To hon-

or this .God, by difpenfing his truths to men, is
! e D°
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the work of his fervants in the holy miniftry :
certainly then itis agood work. Moreover, in-
feparably conne&ed with the divine glory, is the
fpiritual and eternal intereft of man. That is
important to mortals which concerns their happi-
nefs for the few flecting days they are to remain on
the theatre of life. Moft deeply are they bound
to attend, to what may be rationally fuppofed to
fecure their well-being while here below. But
their fpiritual and eternal interefts, though Ia-
mentably difregarded by the generality, are infi-
nitely more momentous than any or all fubluna-
ry blifs. And the immediate tendency of all
preaching, is to invite man to chufe life and peace,
to cultivate virtue and piety here, that he may
poflefs glory and honour hereafter : to prefs him
by all arguments, motives, and profpeds, by all
that is, or can be dear, by all that is great or inter-
efting, the terrors of the law, the promifes of
grace, and the pleafing hopes of the gofpel : to
turn from every error and vice, to the ways of
pure and undefiled religion. That work muft be
good, the end of whichis fo noble ; no lefs than
the promotion of the glory of the Supreme Being,
and the eternal felicity of man. :

IN the next place, the work of a chriftian min-
ifter is a good work, as it is an honourable em-
ployment in itfelf. It is no doubt proper for the
minifters of Chrift to magnify their office : not
indeed by beftowing on 1t high-founding appel-
lations, but by acting in charater, and faithfully
difcharging all the important duties of it, and
living accordingly. The beft way to magnify the
office is to act up to the fpirit and dignity of it, and
never to leave undone any of its duties. There
is no ground to expect that honour which cometh
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from men. ' The facred office is not, and ought
not to be the road to worldly honour or prefer-
ment, or opulence. ~Chrift’s kingdom is not of
this world ; and his miniftring fervants, who
are appointed to preach the glad tidings of falva-
tion, ought not to look for any large portion of
worldly honour. But ftill the work of the chrif-
tian paftor is deferving of efteem in itfelf, becaufe -
its intentionis fo benevolent and exalted. Per-
fons who hate piety and morality, (and chriftian
morality as well as chriftian piety hasits enemies)
"~ will always difefteem the work.—Through the
prejudices of education, fome will be enemies to
it ; for many are educated to hate all order, all
appearance of religion, and efpecially all who are
clothed with the facred office. Some who have
given themfelves up to work wickednefs, who are
immoral and profane, will be hoftile to all the
faithful teachers of religion. And fuch as have
imbibed loofe principles,or are infidels will, of
courfe, be oppofed to them ; and will leave no
expedient unattempted which may probably de-
prefs and injure them ; and the frailties of thofe
who fuftain the facred office, inftead of being cov-
ered with the veil of charity, are ufually expatia-
ted upon, with an air of triumph. That unwor-
thy men may be invefted with the office is not de-
nied : but it is unfair to make the office refponfi-
ble for the errors or imperfections of thofe who
fuftain it.—Wherever thereis a general deprava-
tionof morals, and infidel principles are embraced,
there we are to expe& warm exertions to deprefs,
injure, and malign a fajthful and orthodox minif-

try.

WHaAT is now contended for, under this head
of difcourfe, is that the office is in itfelf honoura,
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ble, and to be efteemed for its own fake. We &e-
Jfeech ysu, fays the apoltle Paul to his brethren at
Theflalonica, to know them whichlabour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and admonifb you :
and to cfReem them very highly in love for sheir work’s
Jake.  Pride of office, like all other pride, is ridi-
culous. To annex hizh-founding titles to an of.
fice befpeaks arrogance, and looks like a defire to
have ones perfon in admiration. All vanity of
this kind is ufually defpifed, and always ought to
be. The unworthy and ignorant we muft cheer-
fully give up to all that1eproach which they me-
rit. When all this is granted, we contend that
the work of the gofpel miniftry is an honourable
employment ; and the [cripture reprefents faithful
minilters as embaffadors of the prince of peace—
as flcwards of the myfteries of God, and ufes a
variety of other expreflions which denote an hon.
ourable calling.

" AND, there is, thirdly, befides the dignity of the
office in itfelf, a rich pleafurein the duties of it.

Ifarich plealure accompany the dutiesof it, to
thofe who faithfully exercife them, or ufe the of-
fice well, then it muit be a good work, a moft de-
firable employment. Inwhat light, it is a pleaf-
ing employment, will be now ftated. While it
is a painful, a laborious, unlucrative, and, in' the
eyes of the wicked, adifreputable employment :
it is after all a moft pleafing one; a meoft defira-
ble office.

Tue man who has no love to religion oris not
a good man, cannot, it is readily allowed, enjoy
the pleafures of virtue. In order that the work
of a minifter may be to him a pleafing one, he
muft, in the firft place, be a good man—the re-
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generate man. For if he have not-a pious heart,
faithfulnefs can hardly be expected. Inward, ex-
perimental religion fills him with love and pity.
to perifhing fouls—makes him willing to {pend,
and be fpent in his Lord’s fervice—{mooths eve-,
ry rough way which he hath to travel—{weetens.
every bitter cup which he hath to drink—enables.
him to rife fuperior to the difficulties which fur-.
round him—to meet the dangers to which he
may be expofed with cheerfulnefs—and difpofes
him to attivity and diligence in his; work. Joined
to perfonal religion there fhould be p,en,e,tr_a,.t-‘ion,t
foundnefs of judgment, ftrength of memory,
quicknefs of apprehenfion, vivacity of imagina-
tion, a warm feeling heart, and all adorned with
a liberal education. A man who enters the work
from worldly ends—from improper motives, how,
ever rich his powers of mind may be, or extenfive
his {cience, though his miniftration be allowed to
be valid, cannot hope to enjoy any real pleafure in
it. From vanity he may indeed feel fome coms
placency. His pride may be gratified from that
popular applaufe which he may reccive. But, af-
ter all, he will drag on heavily in his work. Con.
fcience will often feverely reprimand him, either
for his floth or infincerity. He will go through
his work therefore with coldnefs and relutance.
On the other hand the pious and faithful teacher
takes an unfpeakable delight in the duties of his
office—in opening the counfel of heaven to men—
in proclaiming the gofpel of peace—in difpenfing
to the perithing the bread of life. In fuch evil
days, as the prefent, he will have much difcour-
a%ement and gloom. He mourns over his want
of fuccefs ; and tears flow at the fight of abound-
ing iniquity, that fo few are favingly benefitted
by the gofpel. The greater the ardour of his love
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to his mafter and precious and immortal fouls, the
more poignant the grief of unfuccefsfulnefs. But
if faithful, the blood of fouls will not be required
at his hands. Though Ifrael be not gathered yet
he will be glorious in the eyes of the Lord ;
though much ftudy be a wearinefs, yet the fatis-
fa&tion refulting from literary improvements is
great, and more than a balance to the toil of ftu-
dy. It is a happinefs that we may loveand ferve
God in general ; but the happinefs of being in-
ftruments of his glory in the falvation of men, is
pure and fublime. :

- It may be added, in the fourth place, that the
goodnefs and defirablenefs of the work of the
gofpel miniftry appear from its having a benign af-
pe& on civil fociety. Morality and virtue contri-
bute more than all things elfe to the profperity of
the ftate. Happy is that people whofe God is the
Lord. As vice univerfally diffufed will gradually
weaken, and, in the end, deftroy the beft fyftem
of government, fo virtue will ftrengthen it, and
render the fubje@s happy. Righteoufnefs exalt-
eth a mation. Religion teaches us to obey the
laws of fociety ; adds the energy of confcience and
moral duty. It fheds abroad the richeft of focial
bleflings ; promotes peace, order, juftice and be-
nevolence. It makes men good, from thence the
tranfition is eafy and natural, to regular citizens
and obedient fubjets. Its office is to fubdue the
turbulent paffions, to enlighten and Furify ; and
of courfe to prevent the growth of thofe evils which
deftroy the happinefs of the focial life. By bring-
ing men together to the fame place of worfhip, it
foﬁens and polithes their manners : It teaches
them kindnefs, humanity, condefcention and good
will. Now the work of the chriftian paftor is to
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fpread the glories of this religion, not only by his
doétrines, but by exemplifying its virtues and gra-
ces in his life ; for he is to be an example to oth-
ers in faith, in purity, in charity, in peace, in
love. Heis to perfuade men of their obligations
to pray for each other—to with well to all—to
feek the peace of government, its honour and fta-

bility, and that they are bound to do nothing

which fhall be detrimental to the high intereft of
fociety. He is to teach them temperance, regu-
larity of deportment, fobriety, truth and righte-

-oufnefs—to put away all guile, wrath, evil {peak-

ing, and whatever elfe is evil. He is to imprefs
their minds with a fenfe of the guilt they_ contra&
by indulging a with or defire which is contrary to
purity, juftice, and benevolence, and to perfuade
them to enter on no line of bufinefs or condué
incompatible with moral obligation. ~All this
tends to make good citizens,and of. courfe to ad-
vance the happinefs of the community. If there-
fore we had no referrence to another world, 1t
would be wife to maintain the gofpel and to at-
tend upon its inftitutions, for the purpofes of car-
rying the welfare of civil fociety to its greateft per-

feétion.

LastLy, But though the work of the minifter
of Chrift have this falutary tendency as to the
welfare and glory of civil {ociety, yet it looks be-
yond all that is on the earth, and its chief worth
lies in preparing man for the bleflednefs of the
kingdom of God in heaven. Would we fee all
the goodnefs of the work, now under confidera-
tion, our views muft be extended not only through
all the changes of a changing warld, but to a dying
moment—the final judgment-—and the joys of a
blifsful immortality. The comforts of religion,
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in ‘thofe trying moments when flelh and heart
-amutft fail us, are inexpreflibly fupporting.  United
-to the Redeemer, the foul is fecure. Faith up-
‘holds it : Hope tranfports it. With compofure
it bids a long adieu to the world : It fees the ap-
«proach of the laft enemy-without difmay, and quits
-this mortal ftage triumphing in the all-cleanfing
‘blood of its Saviour, who defcended into the lone-
ly abodes of the grave, that we might reft there
in peace. . '

WiEeN difmiffed from all that was, or could be
dear, here in this world, it appears unembodied
‘before its' Maker, an infinitely holy God, and
‘hears its fentence with joy. Behold it entering on
its future ‘inheritance, which exceeds in richnefs
und grandeur, all it ever hoped for, or could, in
its moft lucid hours, concieve ! It looks round
-through all the immenfe regions of blifs with afton-
ifhment, and becomes :poflefled of a happinefs,
*which will never be interrupted : which will nev-
-¢r terminate : and which will forever increafe. It
-joins the general affembly of the church of the firft
-born. Among the countlefs millions who com-
pofe this vaft, this happy aflembly, there is not one
cold heart, one diflenting voice, one difcordant
‘niote.  “ The celeftial flame of love, like etherial
‘fire, ‘Is communicated from heart to heart :—the
-heavenly harmony catches from tongue to tongue,
.and. glory to God and the Lamb is the united, the
‘tepeated acclamation. Angelic harps and voices
.join the heavenly concert, fwell the bold and fo-
-lenin note, and complete the full mufic of heaven.
‘Loud hallelujahs croud every fong, and anthems
.of celeftial praife, to him who loved us and gave
himfelf for us, refound through all the heavenly
.palaces.”” > To-4ll this boundlefs, endlefs, extatic
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glory, the office and works of the evangelic' min.
iftry tend to bring us.. Certainly thenitisa ood
WORKO . s V s £l .

I HAvE now imperfeé@tly touched the three
things propofed, the confecration of the chriftian
minifter to his work—the work itfelf, and the
goodnefs of it, and fhowld proceed to the ‘Thany
ufeful refle@tions refulting therefrom, but the il
courfe, though brevity has been fudied, is already:
protratted to-a too great length, -and will there-
fore be concluded with an addrels to my woithy
brother, 'at whofe requeft 1 fpesk’ on- this ocea-
fion, and to the church and‘ congrégation who

T ’ ot

ufually worthip in this place. "~

"~ A~D ouf fubje@ miy be fitit addteffed to'the
candidate for-ordination to the work of o thtiftinh
paftor. - You will indulge me a few wotds on
the prefent interefting oc¢afion. The fcene which
now opetis upoh you is of unfpeakablé importances
It becomes you to enter upon it, with a dué fenfe
of its difficulties, and of your dependante on himh,
who has-an infinité fulnefs to fupply all our wants.
You areabout to engage in a defigh of the highéft
moment, that of preaching the evetlatting gofpel
to your fellow men. See the people whoin you
are to inftra&t —To them you are to declare the
whole counfel ‘of God, with all fimplicity and fin-
cerity. Fo them are you to break the btead -of
life—to -preach the pureand plain truths of reli- -
gion in fuch a manmer as will, in your judgment,
be moft likely to an{wer the¢ end. How affecting
the thought of having the care of preciousand im-
mortal fouls committed to us ! and how anxious
muft, therefore, this dayEbe toyou, & day big with
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your happinefs or woe I"The tear of labouring dif-
trefs muft flow. The figh will heave. Unutter-
able anxiety muft fill your mind. The man who
enters the work of the chriftian miniftry knows not
what a weight he takes upon himfelf till taught
by experience. I feel moft affetionately for you..
I have attempted, in the above difcourfe, to fet
before you, the work you have to perform : its
arduouinefs you will now endeavour to realize. I
feek not to move your affections, but te folemnize

our foul. Letyour f£r# care be to feek the fpir-
it of pure and undefiled religion for yourfelf. It
is a dreadful as well as difficult thing to preach
an unknown Saviour. The moft needful of all
qualifications of a gofpel minifter, is to be a good
man. This will make him faithful. This will
make him ftudious and laborious in his work.
This will make him ufeful. This will give him
kil in guiding fouls in the path to.glory. - This
will enable him to enjoy himfelf in the duties of
his office. This will infpire him with an ardent
zeal in hjs.divine mafter’s caufe. This will fweet-
en:all his way.———ANext, let all your abilities and
literary acquirements (and you have had a happy
opportunity . to improve yourfelf in the fciences
from the office you fuftained at our college) be fa-
cred to religion. Give yourfelf wholly to read-
ing, meditation and prayer, that your,  profiting
smay appear unto-all. Bend the whole of your
ftrength to this one point, to be an able and faith-
ful minifter of the New Teftament. Be. not fa-
tisfied with merely doing the duties of your office,
let them be well done—~—let them be donein the
beft manner. And-for this purpofe lay down a
wife plan of ftudy, Often, much is loft for the
want of a judicious arrangement of our ftudies.
Readmuch : but think more. Spare no pains te
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enlarge your mind, and to furnifh it with folid and
ufefu? knowledge. As much as may confift with
your place and circumftances, cultivate an acquain-
tance and correfpondence with men of {cience
and largenefs of mind. This is particularly ne-
ceffary in the prefent day which boafts. of its im.
provements and refinements, and in which chrif:
tianity has many open enemies, pretending to phi-
lofophy and extenfive reading. In your condu&
be candid and liberal. While you love and ad-
mire the pure and ftri&t principles of the gofpel,
carefully fhun all bigotry and fuperftition. When
men of genius and ftudy differ from us, we ought
diligently to weigh their arguments, and not hafti-
ly reje& what they fay, becaufe they difer from
us. A prejudiced and uncandid mind is moft un-
amiable. We fhould be difpofed to receive light
from whatever quarter it may arife. Treat all
men with propriety and your own flock with ten-
der affetion. Be prudent and firm :—do all in
iour power to preferve peace among {our people :

eal wounds, if any be made, with a lenient hand :
exercife difcipline with gentlenefs :—be a pattern
to your people of every grace and virtue. Let the
pleafing manners of the friend foften the gravity
of office. Let condefcention and dignity be duly
blended. - To.fay all, ma word, think for your-
felf in matters of religion : call no man mafter :
and honeftly preach what you believe to be the
truth. Endeavour to adopt the beft method of
preaching the plain apoftolic method—clearly
opening your fubje&—rightly arranging all your
thoughts—and prefling home divine truth on the
confcienceand the heart—bending all your efforts
to this point, to fave your own foul, and them that
hear you==to make them coob and HAPPY.
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Bur it is incuinbent on me, fecondly, to ad.
drefs the church and congregation who ufually
worthip in this place.~My brethren, you have
heard concerning the duty of your minifter. He
is to proclaim falvation to you, and the whole coun-
fel ol? God, that he may be pure from the blood
 of all men. Behold the man—now your choice,
to be fet a part to the labours of the gofpel among
you! The folemnities of this day, will remind you
of pajt infiructions, which you have enjoyed from
former paftors : and the holy providence of God
in the death of your late paftor. May you and
the afllicted family make a right improvement of
the fame.* Your mourning is now turned into
rejoicing. How aficéling are the viciflitudes of
human life ! We congratulate you on your plea.
fing profpet which opens this day. May you
have realon to remember this day with great de-
light ; and your children to blefsit. Study the
things which make for peaceand wherewith one
may edify another. How happy are peace and
union among a people! Bleffed is the condition
of that minifter who labours in word and doétrine
among a people that are candid, united, affeCtion-
ate, and attentive! Make it your care not to op-
pofe unneceffarily, or affli& and grieve the heart of
your minifter. Avoid all prejudice, hatred, envy,
and jealoufies. Cultivate good will towards him
‘and one another,

Ler the fpirit of the gofpel reign among you.—

* The church of Chrift, in Stepncy, was organized, June 5th,
1737, _
Rev. DaxieL RussEw, ordained paftor the fame day.
Died, September 16th, 17634.
Rev. BuRzAGE MERRIAM, ordained February ath, 1765.
Died, November 3oth, 1776,
Rev. Joun LEwis, ordained January 24th, 1781,
. Died, April 28th, 17932.
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Let kind offices and a generous heart foften the
lot of your paftor ; remembering it is in your
power to make him a happy or wretched man:
let your children be taught to refpe& him, for his
office fake, and to venerate the inftitutions of the
gofpel. Encourage his heart, and fupport him
by your friendthip : above all by a regular, con-
ftant, diligent, and affeCtionate attendance on his
miniftrations in the fan&tuary. Be always found
in your place, bringing your families with you,
as well as he in his, on each revolving fabbath.—
Grieve not his heart by deferting public worfhip.
It is moft deeply to be lamented, thatin our land
fo favoured of heaven, there fhould be fuch a
growing negleét of public worfhip and things di-.
vine ; and fuch a flood of impiety, irreligion,
profanity, error and fcepticifm rolling in upon us,
and threatening our ruin. . Your minifter will be
ambitious of being the honoured inftrument of
your falvation—of taking you all along to heaven
with him. But he cannot compel you to go thi-
ther. He can point out theroad : take you by
the hand and encourage you by the way. But
ftill religion is a voluntary thing—ftill you muft
¢ walk on your own feet :’ you muft work out
your own falvation. All the means of grace are
to bring you to faith, repentance and happinefs.—
‘We with you, this day, a blefling out of the houfe
. of the Lord.  Finally brethren farewell, be of one
mind,—live in peace ;—and the God of love and
peace fhall be with you. Let all the numerous
~ concourfe of people now convened, learn the im-
portance of the means of grace and miniftrations
of the gofpel. Makeit your chief defire fo to im-
prove them, as that they may render you happy :
feek the divine blefling to accompany them, and
render them effetual to your falvation. Reve-
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rence your Creator, your Saviour, your Bible, and
vour Confcience : remember all thefe require you
to attend SUPREMELY to the things of eternity.—
Do this, then, when timeis no more, you fhall
afcend to the regions of the blefled. And now
to the king immortal—eternal and invifible, be
rendered through Jefus Chrift ; all honour, glory,
and praife, from all on earth, and all in hea-
ven———AMEN.

F I N1TS
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