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AN ORDINATION SERMON.
o gecs-cs |

. Joun viiegs.
"6 The gfficers anfipered, never man fpake like this men."

THE fuccefs of our bleffed Saviour in preaching

This own golpel, the fpreading influence of his dotrines
among multitudes of the people, who, from time to time,
colle&ted together, in different places, to hear him, alarm-
ed the rulers and highly offended the Pharifees. The
number and fplendor of his miracles, the inftruive na-
ture of his public difconrfes, and as the neceffary confe-
quence, his growing fame excited both their hatred and
anger. The mighty works which he wrought, the fanc.
tity of manners which he maintained, and heavenli-
nefs of the dofrine which he preached, were upable to
prevail with them to receive and acknowledge him as the
promifed Mefliah, the fon of God, and Saviour of the
world. So great were their prejudices and blindnefs
that, againft all reafon and evidence they refolved to
confider and treat him as an impofter, and to fend the of-
ficers of their government to apprehend him. S
Having refolved to feize and punifh him, they adopted

. the neceffary meafures ; and fent officers to apprehend
him while he was inftrufting the people in the truths and
do@rines of his religion. In the midft of his pyeaching
they went to accomplith their purpofe.. Having never
heard him, being filled with violent prejudices ; and fup-
-pofing him to be a bold and blafphemous - deceiver, but
{:‘Z\'ing‘now {o favorable an oprrtunity_ to gratify their
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curiofity, they embracedit to hear him. And how yn.
expeted and aftonithing the effe®! They were fo
moved and wrought upon with what they heard, that
they cither dared not, or could not execute their. orders,
but returned to the Rulers and Pharifees, without him.
The latter furprifed and enraged afked the former why
they had not brought him to thein, according to their or-
ders.  Their anlwer was, ncver man fpake like this man. *
" Jben came the officers to the Chief Prigfls and Phari-
Jess. ; and they [aid - untothem, why ~bave ye not brought
bim. The ofpcers anfwered, never man fpake _like this
man. No man ever taught fuch glorious, fublime, and
new dorines ; or {pake with fuch power and force, au-
thority and folemnity, tendernefs and affe@ion. Our
cars were never witneffes of fuch fpiritual and heaven]
ftrains. We could not feize him and bring him to you,
agreeably to your orders. W dared not,  'What a no-
_ ble teftimony to our Lord’s method of preaching wag
this, from prejudiced and violent enemies ! o

*  But it made no falutary or faving impreffion on the un-
feeling Rulers and Pharifees ; becaufe they were previ-
oufly refolved not ta be convinced, but to confider him as
an Impoftor. By way of reproach, they accordingly afk,
‘ed the officers, if they were alfo deceived by him.—
Then anfwered them, the Pharifees, are you alfo deceived ?
‘Hawve any of the Rulers, or of the Pharifees belicved op
bim 2 But this pegple who knoweth not 1he law are accur/-
ed. Then Nicodemus faith unto them, the fame that camg
to JEsus by night being one of them, doth our law judge.any
man.before it bear bim, and Rnow what be doth 2 The
anfwered and faid .unto bim, art thou.alfs of Gatlilee ?—
Search and lock, for out of Gallice arifeth no prophet.—
And every man wens unto bis own boufe. Tar were they
from fufpefling ihat one of their own number was in,
Theart among our Lord’s followers.  For Nicodemus had
not 4s yet, it feeras, made known to his brethren, his be+
licf. -1t was by his means that the purpofe of the
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Rulers and Pharifees to apprehend - Chrift was, at” this

" . time defeated.

i L { . - ) .
‘Though our divine Lord fpake, in his public preacha
ing ,asno man ever did, and exceeded all that is hu-
man, yet we may on this occafion, very profitably employ
our thoughts, and offer a few obfervations with ref-
pe&—to the fubjeéts upon which he fpake :—the man-
ner in which he fpake—and the effe& "which' followed
his fpeaking. ' : ' |

. A ducattention to thefe will ferve to exalt our ideas of
the Saviour ; to inftru@ us in the nature “of his king-
dom : to convince us of the truth of his pretenfions : and:
to guide.and animate his minifters.in their duty and the
bufinefs of their office.  But it muft be acknowledged
that all cur beft endeavors to realize how he fpake will
fall far below the truth ; and nothing, indeed, can. reach
it, except having, been eye witnefs of his divine perfon,
and ear witnefs of the gracious  words which . proceeded:
out of his mouth. - o A
‘Inregard to the fubjeds, upon which he fpake, the
firft thing to - be confidered, in our propofed; method of'
difcourfe, we may remark that all of them were the moft
interefting and ifmportant which ¢an be contemplated by -
the mind of man : many of them new and peculiar, dif-
ferent from any which were ever exhibited before to the-
world: others fet ina new and clearer light : and oth-,
ers the moft grand and fublime which can enter the bu-,
man nind : and could only be revealed by God, being
in themfelves fo myfterious and incomprehenfible as to’
be above reafon to difcover.. As he came to inftitute a
new religion, at leaft, new ina great number of import--
ant particulars, foin his difcourfes or public preaching,
he muft neceflarily enter upon and explain .new truths :.
truths peculiar to his kingdom, which is not of this world,
and which confifts not in meat and drink but in right-
eoufnefs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft. . He received,

h}s commiflion immediately from God, a&tfd altogether,
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#s Mediator, by his autherity, 408, ‘of cotrle, defliered
the doétrines which he bad in, charge to deliver, reveali
ed the whole counfel of his father, and glorified hint, ig
cvery {tep-he took; for he canie not 6 ‘do‘his' 6wn - will;
but the will of hin that fent him: "He accordingly ¢ond
fulted not withmao eithier-what to fpeak, or how to fpeak:
Now:about the midfR §f the féaff Jesus went dp inlo the
tomple- and -taught - - Andthe Hewos marvelled, faying, bow
knoweth this man letters, baving never learned ? Jesud

 anfwered them and§aid my dolrine is wot ine, biut bis thaf

Sent me.  Aslilskingdom was not -of this ‘world, fo he
fpake nothirg relating mérely to wotdly concerns, whethd
- er politicks, or legiflation, or forms of -'government;
or commetée, or agricalture, or philofophy.  The whol¢
and fole purpofé of his preaching was to teach us the way
to ctermal life—to teach us to know and do 6ur -duty==
to acquaint us with thé true thara&ter - of - God ind {he
ight way of falvition—what-we mult believe atid dd int
order to be blefled in heaven after death--aif the*traths]
which lie deliveted, relitéd to’ our fpirituaf and eternal
interefts, - ‘He never ﬁri@cﬂtoafc to- inftruct fmankind, in
any thing, but what refpe@ed’ the glory of his ‘Fathet
and their falvation.. "5 , S
- Some of the fubjefts, upon Which he fpake, were fiof
new, but were often taught and inculcated in the Jewi
church and fcriptures.  Salvation was of the Jews.” Thé
conftitution of their church was cffentially the fame as the
chriftian. God never hid, or will have but one church.
The bafis of 'his church muf unifermly be'one, in the has
ture of things. Theé Jéws had the true religion. ~ What
was effential to a holy hfé, and the’ true worhip of “Go
was revealed unto them, but as it were, in types-and thad-
ows, legal facrifices and - purifications. * The important
dodtriries of the being and-attributes of God——moral obd
ligations—man’s accountability and moral agency —ihe
odious mature and dangerous tendency of fin—the amia2
blerefs.of religion —the thorinefs of human life—frailty
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of human nature—neceflity of perfonal holinefs—a final
judgment—and an endlefs ftate’ of exiftence beyond the |
grave, in- which-all the righteous ‘would be happy; and
the wicked miferable are to be found abundantly in the -
Hebrew fcriptures, in the writings of Mofes and the
prophets. Buton all thefe- interefting do&rines a new
light is fhed by Chrift. He fpake on them- in a more
plain, clear, and affe&ting manner than ever man did.— -

"He gradually opened truths as men could bear them, and
difcovered new truths of fupreme importance. Indeed
hefpread a néw and heavenly glory over the whole of.
man’s duty and happinefs, ftating the one with the ut.
moft accuracy, and precifion, and fixing the other on the-
right bafis. He clearly revealed many things wholly -
undifcovered before, or not diftin&ly underftood, among
which are the love of enemies—forgivenefs of injuries—
the fpiritual mature of God—the nature of acceptable
prayer—the manner of prayer—the refurretion of the -
body—the perfon of the final judge~and. the kind - of
bleflednefs to be enjoyed in ariother world. He'refcued -
the moral law from the corrupt glofles and falfe interpre-. .
tation currént in his day, and reftored it to its true mean-
ing and purity, fpirituality and extent. =~ He clearly laid
open the way of our acceptance withaholy anda fin- -
hating God through himfelf and his atonement. Jesus
Jaith unto him, I am the way, the truth, andthe life ; no
man cometh unto the Father but by me. s

The doétrines of felf denial—humility—repentance—
regeneration—and the impoflibility of entering into heav-
en without holinefs are all placed in a new light. * Ma-
ny particulats, extremely interefting, concerning the laft
judgment, wholly unknown before ; he explicitly reveal-
ed. “Upon the entire wickednefs of man’s heart, or the-
total corruption and depravity of human nature—the ne-
ceflity of regeneration, and “fpecial grace to effe it of;
the holy fpirit—the * fovereignty—wonderful mercy and
grace of .God-“-,‘thc’»inﬁnitc‘;vil ~and awful danger of -
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fin—the richnefs of heavenly felicity——and exquifitenefs
and agony of the mifery of all finally impenitent finners
throughout an endlefs eternity, he dwelt much. Thefe
all-important doérines were the main fubjed@s of his
preaching, as every onc may fee to his {"ulil fatisfa&tion,
by a diligent and faithful pernfal of thofe fhort fketches
of his public difcourfes recorded by the four Evangelifts ;
and fhould alfo be, of all his minifters, inall the ages of
his church, if tbcy would moft fuccefsfully build up his
caufeand knngdom.

It may be very ufeful, as well as proper ; more partic-
ularly to ftate fome of the moft effential and peculiar doc-
trines, which as a Teacher come from God, he conftantly
preached, and which, of courfe, thould, be chiefly dwelt
upon by his mrmﬂers and which’ lxkcwxfe, muft be be.
lieved in order to falvation. Among thefe is the doc
trine of the entire corruption and depravation of human
nature : that man is wholly deftitute of any principle of
holinefs, naturally ; wholly inclined to evil ; having na-
loveto God in the heart,—~That which is born of the
Siefb, Jays be, is flefb—1know you, that the love of Godis
not in you—Ye will not come unto me that ye may have
Jife. No words can, more markedly and definitely, ftate

"the do&rine of the entire wickednefs of the human
heart—and, alfo, wherein it confifts, not in a defeét of
the mind or underftanding, as diftinguithed from the

“heart, but in the total alienation of the will and affeions
from God, or cmmty againft, and hatred of him, infinite-
ly glorious as heis. The abfolute neceflity of regenera-
tion, confifting in 2 total radical moral change of the

" heart, he declares in the moft folemn and peremptory

" manner. J&sus anfwered and faid unto him, verily verily,
I fay unto thee, except a man be born again he cannet fee the
kingdom of God.— Marvel net that 1 fuid unto thee, ye muft
be bornagain. The immediate and- all powerful “agency
of the Holy Ghoft in accomplithing this moral change, of
the heart, he always urges. To his fpccxal power and
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influence, he uniformly afcribes all holinefs in the crea.
ture, in its beginning and continuance, till completed in
glory ; to his awakening, convincing, regenerating, and
indwelling influence. His words are, That which is born
of the flefb ir flefo—and that which is born of the Spirit,
is Spirit.  The wind bloweth where it lifieth, and thou
heareft the found thereofyJbut canfé not tell whence it cometh,
and. whither it goeth ; fois every ome that is born of the
Spirit.—And when be is come, he will reprove or convince
the world of fin, and of righteoufnefs, and of gudgment.~—
- Thisis a peculiar and eflential point, in his religion ; and
in proportion as it is eitherdenied or concealed, vital god-
linefs languithes. Divine fovereignty in nature, provi-
dence and grace, is another do&rime, which he abundant-
ly inculcates, and which is fo much oppofed by unrenew-
ed finners. He is full and clear in ftating the wife, ho-
ly, and gracious fovereignty of his heavenly Father, in
all events, in the univerfe.  Ewen fo Father, for fo it feem-
ed good in thy fight.—~Is it net lawful for me to do what I
will with mine own ? is thine eye evil, becaufe [ am good 2
So the laf fhall be firft, and the fi+f laft : for many are call-
edy but few chofen. The do&rine of eledtion fo oft-
en abufed, and fo much mifreprefented and oppofed, he
moft explicitly taught. Indeed he always took Ipecial
care to let his hearers know, that, in infinite wifdom and
goodnefs, finners were chofen by the mercy of God to
cternal life, as the end, and to holinefs, as the means.—
For many ars called, but few are chofen. Al that the Fa-
ther giveth me, come tome 3 and him that cometh to
me, 1 will in mo wife caft owt. ‘The do&rine of divine de-
. -cree, alfo fo often perverted and mifreprefented, as well
-as violently oppofed, he urges every where, in the
_plaineft manner. That Almighty God rules and reigns,
_ever all worlds ; and that, in boundlefs mercy and good-
ncfs, his dominion and purpofes extend to all events, both
in the natural and moral world, direéting the -motions of
-the ene, and contrelling the aljons of the other, li¢ moft
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folemnly and. definitely avows. " dre not two fparrows fold:
Jor a_farthing : and one of them fball not fall to the gromd
aithout your Father : But the very hairs of your head- are
‘all numbered. ‘'The intelligent hearer will take notice
that 1 fpeak of thefe two great gofpel do&rines, of
€le&tion and dlvine decrees, as violently oppofed . by fin-
ners ; and as always mis-ftated and grofsly misreprefent.
cd by all, who, rejeét them, without one. exception.. . I
take the liberty on this folemn occafion,. publicly to aver,
that Inever knew cither of them reje&ted, till' mis-ftat-

- ed, and awfully mifreprefented. ~ They. are fo . reafona- .

ble in themfelves—fo confonant to the nature of God—fo
purely evangelical—nay, fo glorious and. confoling,. that
no man can deny or reproach them, who underftands
them, till he work himfelf up to be willing-to. mis-ftate
and pervert them. The ufual way to reje& the truthiis
firft to mis-ftate and mis-apprehend it. For proof - of the
fa& above aflerted, I appeal to all Church hiftory—to
all controverfies on the points themfelves—to every day’s
experience—and to all oral difputes, -among chriftians,
refpedting them.. The do&trine of the perfeverance.of
faints, that they fhall neither, totally nor finally, fall from
a ftate of grace, isanother peculiar do@trine, - which he
largely urges. He is clear and full, every where, on
this important point.—4nd I give unto them_eternal. life,
and they fball never perifb, neither [ball any - pluck
them out-of my hand.— My Father which * gave themme is
greater than all :and none is able o pluck them out. of my
Father's band. - Moral agency—man’s’ accountability=—
the importance of the means. of grace—neceflity . of per-
{onal holinefs—nature of love to God and map, -as the
fum of his religion—faith—repentance—and new . obe-
.dience, as the grand condition of the covenant of grace—~
his own divinity and work as  Mediator— the: divinity.af .
the Holy Ghoft—of neceffary confequence, a Trinity of

“perfons in the Godhead----our -acceptance with God
through him-.-.the purity, perfeétion,- and extent of - the
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divine law----the conftant worthip of God, ‘in “all its
forms----the refurre@ion of the dead-.--the final judg-
ment--—-that all will be judged according to their works.--
eternal happinefs-for the righteous----and endlefs mifery
for the wicked, are the doétrines he always . preached.
And he exhibited a fyftem of the pureft and fublimeft
momls. . In his fyftem of mora]s, we find the love of
encmics, and forgivenefs of injuries, duties never taught
in the fchools of - Pagan philofophy and morality. - The
above doétrines make the beft creed----the creed of the
orthodox, in all ages of the church,and in all partsof the
chriftian world. - They are our crccd in our churches,
in this land----the bafis of all genuine religion-~--and a
conflituent part of gofpel falvation.--as ‘well as caufe of
all revivals of piety and reformation. They are Chrift’s *
own do&rines, taught and revealed by him. They are,
what are called, the do&rines of grace-—the doérines of
all approved confeflors. -They are the common faith,
cflential to falvation, and no novel tenets, or phllofphxcal
and metaphyfical fubtilties :---and what is worthy of par-
ticular'notice, are all felf-confiftent, plain and ratlonzl,
eafy to be underflood ; and we cannot be chriftians in-
decd, and deny-and re_;e& them. Tarsg are the fubjcé‘ts
in gcneral upon which Chrift fpoke.
. From THEsE, wemay naturally pafs, as wasncxt pro-
pofed, to the manner in which he fpoke.
‘Here, likewife, we fhall be convinced that hc fpokc as .
never man did.  His manner was all his own. It was
peculiar to himfelf ; and never- cquallcd With regard
to his ftature, air, fcaturc, and" exterior perfon, no par-
.ticular authentic accounts have been tranfmitted to us by
* co-temporary authors. There is, indeed, aletter extant,
which profeffes to defcribe particularly his perfon. But
.what credit is to be attached to.it, need not now be con-
fidered. . Suffice it juft to remark, that the holy Evan-
gelifts, the writers of his gofpcl and divine mcmolrs,
are wholly filent on this pomt. - Had they however giv-

L
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en us the fulleft detail, it would have been of no ufe to our
falvation ; and would only amufe fancy or gratify curiofi-
. And, it was no part of their defign todo this.- -~ -
~ The delightful and pleafing nmanner, in which our
Lord fpeke, did notarife from the polith of a learned
education, or rules of rhetoric. The advantages of only
a common education ‘were his lot. . He was not taught
in the {chools of the Jaw or of philof;?hy. His hearers
eived the extent of his knowledge. He, indeed,
new all things: When the Jews had heard him
preach, they marvelled, faying bow knoweth this man letters,
baving never learned.  His manner was the. perfe@ion of
propricty. It was natural and eafy--grave and fol-
emn-—--commanding and powerful--fecling and benevo-
lent-.-diftinguithing and particalar---beautiful and cor-
re&. No man ever fpoke like him'in thefe refpe&s.

_ * Noman ever fpoke in fo ealy and natural a-manner. -

His plainnefs of fpeech was eloquence and fimplicity unit-
ed. All who heard him, could - diftin&ly underftand
him. He fpeke often in a figurative and  ornamented -
ftile. In expounding.the things of his kingdom, he made
great ufe of parables and fimilitudes. But they were alt
natural and eafy. He fpake from his feelings. His lan:
guage flowed from his ideas. The truths he wifhed to
vonvey and imprefs, he chofe the very beft words to con-
vey. Wenever find, in his preaching, ill-chofen words
=s--unnatural figures of fpeech---or any labored magnifi-
cence of diftion, or falfe oratory. All perfons, whe

- have any corre& tafte, or feelings of propriety, will ad-
-mire and be delighted with his eafy and natural manner
of fpeaking. An eafy and natural manner of fpeaking is
always pleafing. It can never difguft or be tedious.
And, it is impoffible to be too plain on the effential and
difcriminating doftrines and duties, erdinances and ex-
periences of religion. -~ It may be addede——

- No man ever fpake in fo grave and folemn a manner.
'We cannot rcad what he faid, without a lively impref.

e
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fion on the mind- of his. gravity and folemnity. - He a-
voided every thing that was unimportant, and uninteref-
ting : of no ufe to man’s falvation. He was in earneft,
ard decply engaged in all his difcourfes; He fpoke a5
feeling the whole weight of the truths, which he was de-
livering and prefling upon his hearers. Unqueftionably
‘his very airand manner were adapted to the fublimit
and grandeur of the do&rines of his religion, We may
form fome idea, though a faint one, of the grave and
folemn mannper of his fpeaking, from what is - recorded
+ of it, in the- beginning of his fermon on the mount.—
And  be opened bis. mouth, and taught them, faying. - Bleff
ed are the poor in fpirity for theirs is the kingdomof
beaven. Bleffed are they that mourn, for they fhall be com.
Jorted.  Bleffed are the meck for theyfhall inberit the
earth.  Bleffed are they which do bunger and thirfi after-
righteoufnefs, for they /lall be filled. DBleffed are the mer-
‘ciful, for they fball - obtain 'merg/. Bleffed are the pure in
-beart for they [ball fee God. Bleffed are the peace-makers,
Jor they fball be called the children of God. A greatnefs
and dignity ef manner feem to have accompanicd every.
word he fpake. - Again. ‘
No man ever fpake with fuch commanding authority
and power. Every word, which fell from his lips, fcem-
ed-to be clothed witha- divine:power. It was not like the
word of man,but of God. The divinity fpoke thro’ him,
He was not offering conje&ures to amufe the. hearer; or
forming fubtle and nice theories--or curious fpeculation-—
or dark and myftic things ; but-wasfpeaking to guilty fia- -
ners--to poor dying men on fubjeés the moft momentous---
on their everlafting ftate. He fpake, therefore,with all the
authority and majefty becoming fuch fubjeéts, and be-
coming a divine Teacher. Hefaid nothing but the liv-
ing -truth, the words of eternal life, what might dire&ly
coatribute to advance the diwine glory, and further .hig
gofpelkingdom.  4nd it came to pafs when Jrsus bad
ended thefe fayings, the people were aftonifbed at bis doc-
trine, for he taught them as one baving authority, and not as




16

the feribes. Noman ever fpake like this man, as to the
commanding influence and power of his fpeaking. Noth-
ing was further from him than ftatelinefs and diftance.
He did not with to overawe by any exterior fplendor. He
fpake direétly to the confcience---and fpake with an ener-
gyand force, truly irrefitible. His enemiesfelt. He,
alfo, fpoke in a moft feeling and benevolent manner.
There was a tendernefs and affe®tion-in his preaching,
“over-powering.  Benevolence* and - tendernefs were his
very nature.  The law came by Mofes, but grace and truth
by Jrsus Carist. His religion is a fyftem of benevo-
lence dire&ly oppofed to all felfithnefs ; and - according}
he himfelf was full of benevolence and-grace. * He felt
the ferious importance of the dotrines he taught. ~He
perfeétly knew how much- mankind were concerned in.
‘them. Heknew that they muft perith forever, in their
fins, unlefs they repented and beliéved in him. - He
knew that life and death were fet before them. He
knew that happinefs and mifery cternal were depending.
He knew thathe alone was the ‘great phyfician of fouls..
In a word, he knew that healone could reveal the will
of God for our falvation. * No man, bath feen God at any
time : thé-only begotten Son of God, who is in the Father’s
bofom, be: bath declared him. As the neceffary confe-
quencé, he muft'feel all hefaid. His heart being full of
benevolence, his words would fhow how much he pitied
a dying world. How tender and pathetic his lamentation
over Jerufalem ! Andwhen he was come near, he bebeld the
city, andwept over it.  Saying if thou hadf}' known, even
thou, at leaft in this thy day, the things which -belong unto
thy peace ! but now they are hid from thine eyes. O Ferufa-
lem, Ferufalem, which killeft the prophets, and floncft them
that are fent unto thee ; how often would 1 bave gathered
thy children together as an hen doth) gather her brood, under
ber wings,but ye would nat. Behold your houfe-is left unto you
defolate..  He wept at the grave of his friend. 4nd Jasus
wept. ‘Tears ran down his cheeks at a profpeét “of the

~ g
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awfultuin coming on an ungodly world. With what
vendcrncfs did he warn! With what {weetnefs did he in-
ftruét ! With. what. grief was be affected when men
would not hear, or receive counfel ! - How fcclmgly and
affe@tionately did he. perfuade! No man ever fpoke fo
Jeelingly and qﬁé}nnately It is obvious to remark, fur-
er
- No man ever fpokc info dlftmgulf}uug and partxcular
manner. - He never concealed, or kept back the truth, in
condefcenfion to the tafte, or whnms, or errors of his hcar-
ers. . Hedid notatk what would be pleafing and agreea-
ble to them---nar what would be popular or acceptable,
but what they needed to fave . them, and would be the
moft profitable to them. Savingly to benefit them was his
ruling objed, in hls preaching. He, accordingly, never
~ covered over the trlith with fine and florid language.
He, in a moft dlfcnmmatmg manner, delivered the truth.
And he was particular in his addrefs to the confcience.
Heé delivered the naked truth, having no defire to de-
ceive or miflead the moft artlefs or fimple. He always
fpoke, honeftly and fairly, that all might learn the truth,
the right way of falvation. Influenced by prejudices and
violent paffions, he was, fometimes by his hearers mifun-
derftood. = They would not receive the truth. The fault
"was not his, if he was ever mifapprehended. Prejudice
and the want of candor may blind the mind. . He ipoke,
fo diftinguifhingly and - particularly, that none need to
miftake him,-or could, with. honeft hearts, be deceived.
It is only fubjoined he fpokc, in a moft beautiful and. cor-
re& manner. ‘There was always, in his manner, a-deli-
cacy, a beauty---a correétnefs of language, as well ‘as per-
tinency -and appofitenefs, - He never fpoke, on any point
cither of dotrine or duty, incorre&ly or- abfurdly. . He
never, in his public preaching, fpoke an_improper word,
or in his life, did an improper a&tion. © When he had ac-
“cafion, as he often had, to fpeak of himfelf, of his miffion
into this workl---of his union to humang;y—-of his work
B c . ) v . ..

v
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as Mediator---of his divinity---and of the gift and influen«
ces of the Holy Ghoft, he always fpake with perfe&:
meeknefs, opennefs and beauty. There was an originali-.
ty---a perfpicuity---a luminous clearnefs---a plainnefs---a
fimplicity indefcribable. 'With him, there was no wan-:
dering from his fubje&---no obfcurity---no falfe orna-
ment. . His very ftile was wonderfully corre& and pure.
When affailed by his enemies and the learned men of his
day, i artful queftions, he always extricated himfelf from-
the fnares laid for him, with fuch addrefs as to aftonifh
us. As pieces of compofition his Parables and Similitudes
arg inimitably beautiful. His fermon on the mount-~his
allegories--& his defcription of the final judgment are the
beft fpecimens of elegance and fimplicity, of happy meta-
pher and fublimity, which can be produced from any of the
moft admired antient writings. Give me leave to feleét the
. few firft verfes of his excellent fermon on the mount---his
- parables of the good Samaritan---of the. talents---of the
prodigal fon-—-and his defcription of the general judg-
ment as beautiful pieces of compofition.. .They. -cannot
be read, even under all the difadvantages of a literal
tranflation, without being admired. To thefe, I add the
prayer, which he taught his- difciples, commonly called
the Lord’s Prayer. 'We know not which to; admire moft
the heavenlinefs of the matter, or beauty of the language.
-~ 'Was ever fo much crowded into fo few words. How
full its petitions---how clear.--how well adopted to all a-
gesand countries—-to all chriftians in all. conditions ¥
How comprehenfive! It will bear repeating every day
of ourlives. Nothing out of all the writings of the an-
tient - philofophers can, compare with it. What glorg
does it give to God! What benevolence to man does it
contain,! How pertinent in its petitions! How devos
tional in its frame.  Newer man fpake like this man. Well
might thofe, who heard him, wonder; at the gracious
words which proceeded out of his lips. #mud ali bear
bim witnefs and wondeved at the gracious. werds which pre
cceded out of bis meuth. - *
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-~ Having briefly confidered the fubjeés, upon whichhe
{pake ;---and the manner in which he fpake;it only re-
mains, in our propofed method of difcourfe, to remark on
the effe& of his fpeaking. Here it is not defigned to
enlarge. '

Many great orators, both in ancient and modern days,
have there been in the world. Many impreflive and
eloquent fpeakers have arifen in the various departments
of {cience and life. By their oratory they have had won-
derful influence on mankind. But we are particularly
to remark, that théy had not all the paflions, prejudices,
and fins of mankind, and power of rulers againft them, as
our Lord had.. He came to fet up a new religion ; to
fuperfede and abolith the religion of his country. And
confequently all that is powerful in this world was com-
bined againft him---malice---hatred.-.-fuperftition---preju-
dice---flander and civil power. Still he had amazing in-
fluence over his hearers by his preaching. Multitudes
and multitudes forfook their fins,and were brought to
deep tepentance, and complete reformation. They gath-
ered around him. They followed him from place to
place. They became his profefled difciples. They
madrvelled at his do&rine. They wondered' at the gra-
cious words which proceeded out of his. mouth. They -
rejoiced in him. They believed in him for pardon and
falvation. Miracles, indeed, and the power of the Ho-
ly Ghoft gave force to his doétrines. But afide from
thefe, never man fpake like this man, as to the effe& of his
fpeaking. Some marvelled ‘at his do&rine. Some faid
he fpake as onc having authority.. Some, while he op-
ened the duty of felf-denial, went away forrowful.—.-
Some, at his call, forfock all wordly confiderations and
followed him. ' At a word fpeaking, Matthew, leaving all
his lucrative employments,as a publican rofe up andfollow-
ed him. A woman, as he was preaching,being fo affeCted
with his dif¢ourfe, could not contain herfelf, but exclaim-
ed m wonder and joy, blefling even the womb that bear
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him, with aloud voice. And it came 1o pafs as ke fpake
thefe things, a certain woman_uof the' company, lift up her
woice, and faid unto him, bleffed is the womb that bmr fbee,
and _the paps ‘which thou baft fucked.

But I forbear to mention any more parncular mﬂan-
res of the effe& of his fpeaking. Thus Chrift fpake as
never man fpake, in regard to the fubje&ts, upon which
he fpake----the manner, in which he {pake.-.and the ef-
-fe& that followed his fpeaking. Tbe gﬁcers ary'ze,ered’
never [pake like this man.

: ‘In the review of what hath been faid,the very firft mfcr—-

- ence which feems naturally to prefent itfelf, is that Jesus
CHrisT was more than mere man. He was what he
claimed to be, the fon of God, and only faviour of
_ aloft world. He was more than man. He was mote
than a creature, though the moft exalted. He ‘was re-
-ally and truly God.  His proper divinity lies at the
-foundation of -his religion. 'With his education and ad-
. -vantages could he have fpoken, as we have feen he a&u-

-ally did, on fuch fubje@s----in fuch a manner----and with
“fuch cﬁ'c& if a mere man. How bath this man letters,
“baving never learned ? To this query his reply was,
~my dollrine is not mine, but his that fent me. Can we be-
‘lieve him to have been a deceiver of the people, when
-we fee what works he wrought----what truths he reveal-
-ed----what picty he maintained----what ‘a holy life he
Jed? Can we conceive that he who preached: the fer-
mon on the mount----compofed the Lord’s prayer----and
+ denounced on the finally wicked fuch woes, could himfelf
. be a wicked impoftor?  For fuch he muft be, if an im-
-pofter atall. We have, tkcn, in his do&nncs--.m his
‘fermons----in his prayers----and in his life a full proof, nay
more, a demonftration of his celeftial miflion, and of the
‘truth of his religion. Compare, my hearers, his. lif¢ and
- dod@rines with thofe of any impoftor that ever appeared
-on the ftage of the world to inflitute a religion ; for ex-
ample, with thofc of Mahomgt, the moft noted of all im-
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poftors. And I fhall do'it, in the wordsof Bifhop Sher-
lock ;---addrefling an infidel. ¢ Go, fays he, to your
natural religion ; lay before her Mahomet and his difci-
ples, arrayed in armor and blood, riding in triumph over
the fpoils of thoufands, who fell by his vi&orious fword.
Show her the cities which he fet in flames, the coun-
- tries which he ravagedand deftroyed, and theé miferable
diftrefs of all the inhabitants of the earth. When fhe has
viewed him in this fcene, carry her into his retirement ;
thew her the prophiet’s chamber ; his concubines and his
wives ; and let her hear him alledge revelation and a di-
vine commifion to juftify his adultery and luft.- When
the is tired of this profpe&, then, fhew her the blefled Je-
sus, humble and meck, doing good-to all the fons of
men. Let her fee him, in his moft retired privacies ;
let her follow him to the mount, and hear his dorines
‘and fupplications to God. Carry her to his table, to
view his poor fare ; and hear his heavenly difcourfe.
Let her attend him to the tribunal, and confider the pa-
tience with which he endured the fcoffs and reproaches
of his enemies. Lead her to his crofs, let her view him
in the agony of death, and hear his laft prayer for his
‘perfecutors, Father forgive them for they know what they
do. When natural religion hath thus viewed -both, atk
-her, which is the Prophet of God ? But her anfwer. we
have already had, when fhe faw part of this fcene, thro’
the eyes of the Centurion who attended at the Crofs.
By him fhe fpoke and faid, truly this man was the fon of
God”

We have likewife, in our fubje®,a perfe® example
for all Chrift’s Minifters. On him fhould thédir eye be
continually fixed as their great pattern, as well as atone-
ment and hope. How faithfully did he warn! How
diligently did he inftru&! How feverely did he re-
prove! How tenderly did he exhort ! How affe&ionately
did he invite! How plainly did he fet truth before the
mind! How fweetly did he encourage the broken
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heirted-and penitent ! Heow feelingly did he comfort
the afflited! How folemnly did he declare to the fi-
mally wicked.that everlafting punithment, which. thould .
be infli®ed on them. The Paftor ele&, now to be fet
apart, agreeably to the gofpel, over this people, and gen-
erally tobe clothed with the office of the holy miniftry,
may here fee his duty ; and fo may -all the Minifters of
.Chrift prefent. To introduce one, who-has in the judg-
ment of thofe, who are to determine, the. requifite quali-
fications, into the gofpel miniftry, is 3 folemn and: joyful -
work. - And, tothe Paftor-ele@, how affe&ing and fol-
emn ‘the day and hour of confecration. He will be ready
to exclaim, who is fufficient for thefe things. With a trem-
bling of mind,he will look round upon the people, to.whom
he is to preach ; and break the bread of life. He isto
teach them by his do@rine, to blefs them in his prayers,
and go before them in his example of good works----to -
do all in his power to promote among- them visal experi-
mental piety.  Hofanna, bleffed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord. Thisis a true faying, if @ man. defire -
the office of a bifbop, be defirath a goed work. And how .
Ahall they preach except they be fent ? as it is written, bow
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gofpél of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things. Finally
From what hath been offered, a people may fee how,
carefully and diligently, they fhould attend to the words .
of Chrift. If Minifters muft take heed to themfelves
'and their doftrine, then people are to take heed how .
they hear. Ifthe onebe bound to preach the word, -
faithfally and diligently, the other are to hear it, faithful-
" Jy and diligently. - The duties of preaching and hearing
the word are reciprocal. A people are to receive Chrift’s
true Minifters -in a tender, kind, and affe@tionate man- -
ner ; and ferionfly. and confcientioufly - attend- on their -
miniftrations : to honor them for their works fake ; and .
feel it a duty to afford them a decent and adequate fup-
port. Hear how Chrift himfelf fpeaks on this point fo
important to the flourifhing, and even exiftence of his
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gofpel kingdom.. He that receivethyou, receiveth me,and
he that recciveth me, receiveth. bim that fent me. He that
receiveth a propbet in the name of a prophet fball receive @
prophet’s reward. - Much depends, refpedting your fal-
vation, and the flourifhing of religion among you, on
the manner of - your-attending a preached gofpel; incal-
culably more than a people are ready to imagine. It is
God’s inftituted method of faving finners. How highly
fhould you efteem it! And how dear to you fhould
public worfhip and divine ordinances be. Never--~nev-
er. needlefsly abfent yourfelves from the houfe of God."
Let your Minifter have the pleafure of meeting you
there, on- each returning Sabbath. 'What exalted ideas
fhould you have of the gofpel and its glorious author.
How thould you extol and blefs his name ; admire and -
honor him in your thoughts ; believe his rcbgton and
chufe him .as your hope and falvation. You cannat
haye too high or exalted thoughts of him as a Teacher
come from God : as fent of God: asable to fave you ;
as full of grace and truth : ashaving the words of eternal
life. You fhould fay witkk Peter, Lord to whom fhould
we go, for thou baft the words of eternallife 2 The words
that he fpake, they are fpirit, they are life. "You
cannot hear- him- fpeak, who fpoke as never man did,
with yourears. . You may almoft envy the happmncfs '
of thofe, who perfonally enjoyed the benefit of his min-
~ try---that faw his face---that converfed with him.---that
heard the preaching of the meek and lowly Jesus. Pre-
cious advantages, indeed, had they. But you have his
word:--his ordinances—-his. Minifters—the dotines he
preached---may come to worfhip before him--.may cele-
brate his ordinances---hear his word---pray in his name---
plead his rightcoufnefs and ‘merits---rely on his Interpofi-
tion--and behold his life, as the obje of your imitation.
Realize your obligations, diligently and faithfully, to im.
prove all thefe advantages. To the church and congre-
gation, who ufually worthip in this place, as well as the
Paftor. dc& this is @ folemnn hour.--an impreflive fcene.
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Matters are now tranfa&ing that refpe® your happinnefs,
and his---your fpiritual good and his---nay, andthat look
quite beyond all the things of time, over into a bound-
lefs eternity !  Joyful interelting day ! We wifh youa .
blefing out of the houfe of the Lord.  Febovab blefs you
and keep you.  Jebovah make bis face fbine upon you, and
be gracious unto you. febovah lift up his Countenance upon
you, and give you peace.  Finally brethren, farewell, be of
one mind, and live in peace, and the God of love and peace
JSball be with you. P& IO '

Let all the numerous concourfe of people here affem-
bled feel the importance of a preached gofpel---of hear-
ing Chrift, who fpake as never man did. 'We never fhall
all be aflembled again, till we ftand before his awful bar
at the end of the world. Allow me, in the conclufion
of my difcourfe therefore tourge you all to accept of the
offers of life, pardon,and peacein the gofpel---and I will -
do it, in the impreflive langaage of an admired preacher.-
¢ I befeech, I implore you my brethren, in the bonds of
friendfhip and in the bowels of the Lord ; by the tender
mercies of the God of peace: by the dying love of the
crucified Redeemer ; by the precious promifes and awful
threatenings of the gofpel ; by all your hopes of heaven,
and fears of hell ; by the worth of your immortal fouls ;
and by all thatis dear to man, I conjure - you to "accept
of the offers of mercy and fly from the wrath to come.
Behold now is the accepted time ; behold now is the
day of falvation. All the treafures of heaven are
‘now opening to you ; the blood of Chrift is now
fpeaking for the remiffion of your. fins ; the church
on earth ftretches out its arms to receive you 3 the fpirits
of juft men made perfeét are eager to enroll you among
the number of the bleffed ; the angels and archangels are
waiting to break out into new Alleluiahs of joy on your
return ; the whole Trinity is now employed in your be-
half ; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit, at this inftant, call upon you, weary and heavy lad-
en to come that you may have reft unto your fouls.”
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