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6) SOME THINGS LEARMED WIROUGH '
. LONG EXPERIENCE 14 THE FIELD OF CHRISTIAN
6) EDUCATION |
Henry L. McCrorey

President, Johnson C. Smith University

In the providence of God, I have been blessed with a long tenure
of service in the field of Christian Education as teacher and ad-
ministrator in one institution; the time, to be examct, will be 46
years in May of this year, 1 served the first twelve years of this
period as teacher and the other thirty four as president.

The period I served as teacher afforded me splendid opportunity
to study students, their reaction to education while in school and the
use made of their education after graduation. As president, I have
had unusual opportunity to observe teachers as to character, methods
of teaching, discipline, et cetora, In short, this lengthy experience
in the field of Christian Education has enriched my kmowledze in that
field.

In this peper it is our purpose to give our conception of Christ-
ian Education, its objectives and a bit of our long experience as
college teacher and administrator in efforts to mchieve these object-
ives,

I have learned that eduocation is power for good or evil depend~
ing on its kind and the use made of it. The awful results of the wrong
use made of education is a challenge to the Christian or churche-related
college whose purpose is the training of men and women for intelligent,
useful Christian living and service.

There are at loast two kinds of education. The one i{s simply in-
formational and fectual, The other in addition to being informational
and factual is moral and spiritusl, The first has to do simply with
training of the mind, the latter with the development of the entire
personality, body, mind and souls, In other words, the first is unbal-
anced and incomplete. All education without morel and spiritual walues
is unbalanced and incomplete.

I have learned that one does not get the true canception of educa~
tion until he comes to realize that it is not an end in itself but a
means to an end and that the ond is the glory of God and the good of
mankind. The duty of the Christian college is to direat the power of
education into channels leading to these objootives. ‘fhen education
is not thus direoted its results are harnful, Due to misdirected educa=-
tion, crime seems to increase s education advances. Notwithstanding
the groat advance of education, the annual crime bill of this natior is
more than three times the cost of maintaining the federsl government.
This is due not so much to & lack of education ms It is to the wrong
use of it,

In my judgment, Christian educated youth are one of e nation's most
valuable assets. To this group of to-dey tho world must look for
Christian leadership of to-morrow.

Fichte, the German philosopher, says, "What you would have in the
atate, you must put ihto the children through the schools,” Thie in
the long run is the most eflective way of moulding the thinking and
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developing attitudes in the state and should be followed by thosc who
would have in the state a people who love God and keep His command-
ments, but not otherwise. Such would be dangerous if the things de-
sired to be in the state should not be for tho good of the citizens,
I fear that the Germans arc guil®y of this,

Since the studonts of to-dey arc¢ to be the leceders of to-morrow,
our colleges should offer only that kind of training as will develop
them into the highest type of citizenship possible, mentally, morally
and spiritually. If wo would promote pesce in the stato and the world,
let us put the spirit of peacc iv our children through our schools.

This is the way to socurc rocl lasting peace, Lasting peace must be
achicved from within. Pesce brought ebout by the sword is not recl
poace and as such will not lest. The cessotion of hostilities by this
mothod lasts only for a time, for the warring spirit still remains in
the heert of the victim and will express itself outwardly sgain at an
opportune time,

The church has organized scliools end colleges for the purposc of
devoloping intelligent Christian manhood and womanhood through Christian
educetion to guide eright those in necd of oducetioncl, moral and spirit-
uel guidence. Duc to tho lack of the guiding principles of the spirit
of Christ through cducation, tragedy results from much of the cducation
offered the youth of to-day, so that instesad of being an esset to the
nation it is & liability., My cxperience has taught me that eduocution ia
eithor useful, uscless or dangorous. The business of the collego is
not only to offer factunl instruction to students dbut should at the same
time inspire them to mako their oducation useful to scociety.

It is true, this is a matorinlistio ago, and as such educction is
ofton over commgroialized. The primery purpose of truc cducction is not
to mako the world richer, but better morally cnd spirituclly. Thet
philosophy of life by which onc justifics himsolf in goetting all he pos-
sibly can out of life without putting something worthwhile into lifs is
o folse philosophys It is a solfish motive by which onc iz prompted to
get all he can and to can all he gots,

I have lecarned in edvising students in the selootion of their col-
logo work thet frequently they will give as their resson for choosing a
cortain course of study, that this work when completod will gucrantee o
larger income fincneially thon some other work. Very ofton sorvice
values are cntirely disrogerded in making the cholice.

To heve & Christian collure you must hoave Christien tconchers; toach-
ors who have sat ct the feet of the greatest of nll tecchers, our Lord
and Moster, Jesus Christ, To secure tocchers qunlified both spiritually
and scholestically has not beon for me an oesy task. Some ycers cgo in
ex: effort to securs stenderd collepe reting for Johnson C, Smith Univor-
sity, I sot out to got toachers who would mect the requiremcnt of the
rating Association from tho standpoint of scholorship. I had to get
such teachors from state groducte schools but soon I found thet it wes
o vory diffioult tesk to find tocchers rmong grodustes of these insti-
tutions who would it into our work spirituclly. So I adopted ¢ plen
~of granting to those teachers of wbility whom I hed found to be quali-
fiod morelly and spiritually but doficient in soheolership, lecve to do
edvenoed work with thoe understanding that they would resume their work in
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the institution nfter having completed their rdvenced studies. This
wes & slow proccss sinoce we oould rcleese only one or two a yeer, yet
wo found this mothod well worth the time and inconvenicnoe required,
for I succcoded in this wny in building & wery ccpable feculty,

I consider tho problem of scouring for our church-releted collegoes
teachers adequately proepored doth educetionslly and spiritually, one of
the most sorious problums with which those institutions heve to deal.

In viow of the faot of the discontinuance of almost cll of our
parochicl eand church sccondary schools, and tho scarecity of church
greduate sohools, thus in most instonces leaving only four yeers of
oducrtional treining to be givon by our church cducationsl institutions,
I would recommend that as carly cnd es far as possible more graducte
Us 8¢ Ae Presdytorian institutions be osteblished end supported with
the aid of the church that our youth mey huve an opportunity to com=
plote their cducation for tecching, Christien locdurship, ot cotere in
our church-rolated institutions.

Of ncoecssity, I hove had to leoarn how to run e colloge on ¢ small
incomes Most of us collegoe presidonts, I presume, have hed to do like=-
wiso,

As o colloge president, I soon leerned thet to succocd on o small
avoileble income overy dollar had to be used to the best advantoge pose
sible, and that it wes nooussory to opurcte within the limits of the
budget howover small it might bo. As ¢ result our institution has
¢losed overy yoar without o deficit, tho pcst ton yeors not exocpted,

In moking an address in 1821 at o meeting of the Women's Prosby-
terial of Pittsburgh, Pemnc., in the intorest of Johnson C. Smith Univer-
sity to roplace c building that had rcoontly burncd, I romarked that for
50 yoecrs the institution had boon required to make bricks without streows,
I thon wont on to tell how many teles of high quality bricks the insti-
tution had moulded ond put on the merket under such circumstrnocs dur-
ing the fifty yorrs of its existonces. Tho result wes that s weelthy women
of Pittsburgh, Mrs. Johnson C. Smith by name, donoted to the institution
over a poriod of cight years o sum suffioiently large to justify the
trustoos of the college, as ¢ matter of approciction, in chenging its
nome to that of the donor.

This gift wos soon followed by & still largor one from Mre. James B.
Duke, a woclthy citizen of Charlotte, N. C., the city in which the insti-
tution is loocteds When the cdministrotion of the institution wns come
mitted to our trust 34 ycars nogo, the cstimated velue of the plent was
$200,000; to=day it is over $1,000,000, The cndowmont wes $80,000; to-
doy it is ¢1,750,000.

In 1933 the institution, which had been cporated 54 years for men
only, was mede co-eduontional, This was done since up to that time thero
was no Presbytorian educational institution in the southern states whero
oolored Prosbyterien women ocould get & college cducation, Wo reclized
that those Preasbyterian women having to go to institutions of other de-
nominetions for college work meant that the mejority of them would probe
ably be lost to the Prosbyterisn Church,

Heving no dormitory for womon students when the institution was
mede co-educntional, temporery crrangements wore made to receive women
in the uppoer two yocars only until o dormitory ocould be provided. Since
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then, funds have boon roised ond e large modern dormitory has been
orected and is being ocoupied this yecar for the first timu.

Hoving discovered how groctly the church at large was handiocapped
in its work for lack of properly trained lay-lecdership, stops wore
teken by Johnson C. Smith University to provide opportunity for organ-
ized church sotivities for students. A church building wes erected and
a rogularly constitutod church was crganized through the Presbytery within
whose bounds the university is located, the membership being oomposed of
teachors and students., The church is Presbytericn and the work of the
church is orgenized according to the program of the Presbyterian Church
in the U,S.As The University church contributes to all of the Boards of
the Church and reports to the General Assembly through tho Presbytery
within whose bounds it is loccted.

This anotive oxperience in church work prepares the student members
to enter effectively into the work of the church wherever they ecre located
aftor greaduation.

The University church building is so loonted thet it is the first
building reached on entering the school cempus thus indicating where the
chief interest of the work centors.

At the clcse of the dodicetory scrvice of the church building, en
opportunity was given to the mombers of thoe faculty who might wish to do
80, tc sign voluntarily the following declaraticn of faith:

"Wo, the members of the froulty of Johnson C. Smith University,
dosire at this time to re-affirm our faith in the Bible cs the Word of
God, tho only infallible rule of faith and practice; our faith in the
Church of the living God, by whosc ministry the world is to be brought
to the foot of th> cross; our faith in Josus Christ as the only and well
loved Son of God the Father,.

"Wo also desire to pledge our loyalty and obedicnce to the rules
and ideals of Johnson C. Smith University es revcaled in the history of
the institution." Onc hundred per cent of the feoulty veluntarily signed
the pledge.

In order to make sure that students who entor Johnson C. Smith Univer=-
sity from year to year may realize ct the beginning of their colloge career
the purpose of the institution, we infurm the new students and remind the
others at the beginning of oach yeer that tho school is more then a fil-
ling station, that it is a scrvicc station .nd that the benefitf derived
from the service renderod to thom by tho institution is expooted to be
passoed on by thom in lifo to others after graduation. We further remind
thom that education is a trust to bo used in the interocsts cf others, and
as such it inoreases one's rosponsibility to socioty.

I hold that education is not worthwhile that is not translated into
the developmont of bettor and more capable men and women. It is my oon-
vietion that o person, regardloss of his educaticn, woeslth or position
is no greater than ho is gocd, and no stronger than the strongth of hia
charnotors I have also learned the great significant vcluc of the per-
sonal touch of toacher and student in the prooess of toaching such cs is
eoxperienced in a small colleoge, in a wey that is not possidble in a large
institution.

I have also leernod thet most effective work of teachers mey be done
outside of the olessroom and ecpert from books. More then ¢ helf century
ago while attending a small mission schocl in South Caroline whese faculty
consisteod of a northorn white man, his daughter and one other, the deughter
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on one oocusicn botwoon cluss periods csked what I intondod to do vith

my oducation. I readily repliod to mcko a living. 8hc said that I

should nct use my oducation simply tc¢ help mysolf, but more cspooiclly

to help others. Sho thon cxplained that Christ ccme into the world, lived,
suffered and died to help others end thet I woes one of the othors, and
that I should usc my education to help othor people. This was o vital ex-
perience in my life. Tuking this tocoher at hor word, my purpose in 1life
was chenged and fixed and my cocursc dotoermined from that deto, and from
which, by the grece of Gud, I have nover deported,

About forty years age, as o teachor, I had o serious conforenoc with
one of my students, o ycung man whom I had discovered cs having the wrong
idea of oducctisne As & result of this oonferonce, thet young men saw
cduoction in a now light. He studicd for the Christian ministry aund eftor
greduction in the college and theslogiecal seminery, he cnd his wifu, who
was also a greduate of a churcherclnted schosl, went into ¢ bookwnrd crunty
in the state of Goorgia where thero wero no Presbytericns. Hore he erected
¢ small church building and a scho:l houscs And there in the midst of donse
ignorence, suporstitisn end vice, ho begon a werk which ir a perizd of
thirty yoars revoluticnized that cantire county. This god man and his wife
pessed to their heavealy rewnrd o few yoors cgo leaving o chureh of over
200 mombers, o lorge missicn socho.l, and throe mission churches cs a result
of their labors,

Ninc of nur theologioal studonts cngaging in roligious netivities
in the states of North Carolina, South Cercline, Goorgia ond Virginic
during the summcr months of 1940, precched 200 sorm ns; addod 125 to young
pecples' societics, 300 te Sunday Schcols; oonducted 20 church wvacation
schools, mnde 1,415 pastoral oalls; added 65 to church membership; orgon-
izod 2 Scbbath sohocls, with ¢ mombership of 65, 3 ycung peoples' s-ciotics,
and 4 boys' oludbs; conducted four adult Bible classos and 2 londership
training courses, Four of these students conduoted 6 ovangelistio services
et which 47 confessicns worce made,

The foregring is on answoer to the question, "Is the churcherelated
cocllege worthwhiilo, and doos Christion cducation pey”.

The 1latest forward stop of the institution wrs made twe yoars ago
when the institution beceme independent »f the Boerd of Nationel Missions,
thet s, cssumod solf support, Heving been eided by the Missionary Boord
three score years and ten, we folt that it was time to relieve the Board
of tho rosponsibility of further aid to the institution. When this wes
done, suome -ne remarked to me, "Well, yru have como cut from the Missi-mary
Board to sink or swim, have youf" I replied, "Nu, wo have oume cut not
to sink but t» swinm, God boing cur helper.”

The institution, which is now o ourporation, is affilicoted with the
Board of Christion Education and will ropert to the Genoral Assembly through
that Board,




