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(Letter from Thomas McAuley to Thomas Jefferson. )

Union College ) 7
, ,

New York State \
'** Ma> l8'9

Most Excellent Sir

The Brethren of the New York Alpha of

the Phi Beta Kappa Society have directed me to

requeft of Your Excellency the communication

of any information you may be in poffeflion of,

in relation to the Introduction of faid Society

into this country, as it has been told to the So-

ciety, that you firft brought the charter from

Oxford or Elfewhere to William & Mary Col-

lege in 1776 or thereabouts, as it is natural for

the children to enquire into the pedigree &c of

their parents we Truft Sir you will pardon the

Liberty we take, in thus approaching their re-

puted patron with the Language of enquiry

—

permit me to fay that there are now 4 Alphas, that

of Mafs — Con — New Haven & New York

—

Connecticut has . . 627 members

Mafs 489

N. H 421

N. Y 155

1692

We truft the Society has a very healthfull in-

fluence on the minds of youth— and will be falu-



tary to the community— We will thankfully re-

ceive any communication on this subject—
And while I am before you Sir permit me to

enquire whether in your philofophic recreations

you have obferved that Electricity paffed along a

wire of one or more miles in length becomes a

deep orange colour, is diminifhed in its apparent

Volume, But Exceedingly increafed in its inten-

fity and influence on the nervous fyftem? in my
courfe of Experiment laft feafon I am fully fatis-

fied of thefe facts, but am yet unable to account

for them and would moft willingly be inftructed.

I am Sir with the profoundeft refpect for

your many public & private virtues & Elevated

Standing in the republic of letters,

Your very Humble

Servant THOMAS McAULEY,
Cor. Sec. of New York A. A

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson—




