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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The messages that have gone forth to the

members of the Southern Presbyterian Church

from “Presbyterian Elder,” of Columbia, South

Carolina, have already made a tremendous im

pression throughout the Church. This week

the message (see page 21) asks this question:

“If it is advisable to raise $3,000,000 for benef

icence, how are we going about it?” The an

Swer is found in two words—pray, act! Every

member of the Church can do this, Many of

the Synods have accepted their quotas of the

$3,000,000 and have appointed a committee of

five or more consecrated business men to con

duct a campaign to over-subscribe the Synod's

quota. A similar committee may be appointed

in each Presbytery and in each congregation.

Will our Church accept the challenge of this

consecrated layman, whose constant word of

warning to every church member is, “Don’t

be a slacker in the Lord's work l’’

In many churches throughout our land

last Sunday prayers were offered to God for

the successful termination of the world war,

in accordance with the request made by Pres

ident Woodrow Wilson that that day be made

a day of prayer for the success of American

arms. But Christian people must not imagine

that their full duty has been discharged when

they have observed a special day of prayer.

It is the duty of every Christian to pray con

stantly and unceasingly that God's Kingdom

may come and His will be done on earth as it

is in Heaven. The President is to be asked

by Food Administrator Hoover at an early

date to provide in his annual Thanksgiving

Day proclamation that Thanksgiving Day be

set aside as a day of fasting and prayer instead

of a day of feasting. Throughout our national

history Thanksgiving has been characterized

by real excesses in the quantity of food con

sumed. It would be becoming this year if the

great national Thanksgiving holiday should

be a day of fasting and prayer rather than a

day of indulgence in the enjoyment of ex

pensive food.

The war work of the Southern Presbyterian

Church in behalf of the soldiers in army

camps is now taking on very definite form.

The chairman of “The Army Work Council,”

Rev. James I. Vance, D.D., of Nashville,

Tennessee, writes a stirring message to the

Church that will be found on page IO of this

issue. While our Church is late in getting

into action in this matter, every effort should

be made to secure the money needed to place

workers where the greatest good can be done.

“The Army Work Council” has decided that

$IOO,OOO is the least amount on which the

work that our Church ought to do can be

decently financed. Every member of the

Southern Presbyterian Church is ſurged to

contribute promptly to this fund. All con

tributions should be sent to the Assembly's

Treasurer of Home Missions at Atlanta, and

it should be specified very definitely that the

contribution is for army work. If this work

is to be done, it must be done immediately,

and the days are passing rapidly. While there

are many calls upon the generosity of our

people at this time, this is one cause that we

cannot afford to neglect.

During the month of November all

churches are asked to consider the claims of

Assembly's Home Missions. Those churches

that have not adopted the Assembly’s plan of

systematic beneficence are especially urged to

make special offerings for the cause of Assem

bly's Home Missions. Even in the churches

that have adopted the Assembly's plan, the

subject of Assembly's Home Missions should

be presented vigorously and sympathetically

by all pastors in order that the people may be

educated to the great needs of this fundamen

tal work in our homeland.

Recently a consecrated Christian woman

sent several valuable diamonds to Rev. S. L.

Morris, D.D., Atlanta, Georgia, Executive Sec

retary of Assembly’s Home Missions, asking

that the diamonds be sold and the money used

for home mission work. This self-denying

act on the part of this Christian woman is a

splendid recognition of the importance of this

work at the present critical time in the world's

history. Dr. Morris would be glad to cor

respond with any persons who may desire to

purchase these diamonds and thereby assist

in making our homeland Christian,

The varied character and the Supreme im

portance of our General Assembly's Home

Mission work is set forth in several articles in

this issue of the “Christian Observer.” Pas

tors and people should see to it that full in

formation is given to the people concerning

the importance of this work during the month

of November.

“International Go-to-Sunday School Day,”

November 4, 1917, is designed to illustrate the

strength and importance of the Sunday school

throughout the world. Plans have been

made in many schools for a special ten min

ute exercise during the opening of the School

on that day, without interfering with the les

son study period. A large map of the world,

suspended where all could see it, would add to

the interest of the service. Children repre

senting the different continents might speak

a few sentences giving statistics of the work

and needs of the Sunday schools of all coun

tries. Such a day may be made of real value

to any Sunday school.

“Home Mission Week” will be observed

throughout our Church November 18–25, the

week preceding Thanksgiving. It has become

a custom, in which the Protestant Churches

of America unite, to devote this week to the

study of the important problems connected

with home mission work,

Rev. William Thorburn died October 18

at his home in Kerrville, Texas. Mr. Thor

burn was a native of Scotland, but emigrated

to this country in his youth and was graduated

from the Southwestern University at Clarks

ville, Tennessee, in 1896, and from the theo

logical department of the University in 1898.

He served as pastor of the churches of Carroll

ton and Magnolia in Mississippi, and of Itas

ca, Brandon and McAllen, in Texas. For the

past three years he had been incapacitated for

active work on account of ill health. He was

a man of modest, retiring disposition and had
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general Brazilian requirements. We are contem

Plating, either making it a four years course, or

demanding another year's preparation for entrance.

We have a five hundred acre farm with fair

amount of equipment, a building for the class rooms,

stables, farm buildings, etc. On the farm the boys

are required to do considerable practical work as

they come to us knowing nothing about the use of

farm machinery, not even how to plow.

Most of the teachers are graduates of the school

who have done or are to do what special studying

may be done in this country. One of the teachers

spent a year in the States studying his branch,

The agricultural school here is to be the agri

cultural unit of the Evangelical University that is

in process of organization annong the mission

Schools of the country. This also will give it pres

tige. and a large field of usefulness.

The government of the State of Minas has aided

us heartily in all our work and maintains ten schol

arships in the school. The Federal Government

also aids us from time to time.

The student body up to the present has been

small, but representative of all Brazil, having stu

dents from five or six states. It is probable that

with the official recognition the student body will

be largely increased.

The work and influence of the school is not

limited to the actual teaching of agriculture. The

school farm breeds and sells all over Brazil pure

bred hogs and raises fine corn which is sold for

seed. The “National Corn Show” was organized

by the director of the school, as also was the

“National Corn Club.” This “National Corn Club”

promotes the corn club work among the boys alſ

over Brazil and seems destined to do a great work.

The annual corn show has come to be really a na

tional event.

The Gospel results among the agricultural

students have been very satisfactory. At least

seventy-five per cent. of the students have made

their profession of faith here at the school. All

of the faculty, with one exception, are professing

Christians.

The possibilities before us are great and un

limited to build up a school of national reputation

and influence of the very highest order. We are

here for the furtherance of the Lord’s Kingdom

above all things. We look to the home Church not

only for financial support but for constant inter

cessory prayer that this work may be used more

and more for His service.

Lavras, Brazil, September, 1917.
–mº-º-º-º
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THIRTY-FIVE YEARS IN THE LAND OF

THE SOUTHERN CROSS.

BY MISS CHARLOTTE KEMPER.

One on whose head have fallen the snows of

eighty winters might reasonably be expected to

have entered, if not upon her dotage, at least the

period of anecdotage. And so the readers of this

letter, if perchance there should be any, may pre

pare themselves for a chapter of reminiscences, em

bracing, however, only the recollections of my life

in Brazil. On January 5, 1918, it will have been

thirty-six years since I left the home land to come

to Brazil as a missionary of the Southern Presby

terian Church. My traveling companions on board

the good ship “Rosse,” were Rev. Edward Lane,

of blessed memory, his wife and three chil

dren, and Mrs. Magalhaes, a missionary of the

Northern branch of our Church, with her three

children—a goodly company, without doubt, and

for me it seemed a most auspicious beginning for

my sojourn in a “strange land” to be associated

with these servants of the King.

Physical Education at Charlotte Kemper Seminary,

Lavras, Brazil.

-
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The Building of the Charlotte Kemper Seminary at Lavras, Brazil.

The school was founded in 1893. Enrollment this year is 94, of whom 48 are boarding pupils. The

building fronts on the public park in the center of the town.

We were the only passengers from New York,

and we had the freedom of the ship under our kind

Welsh captain and his officers. We saw no land

after leaving Sandy Hook until we reached Bahia,

where we went ashore and spent a few hours in

the hospitable home of Dr. Blackford, one of the

first missionaries sent out from the United States

to Brazil.

After a pleasant but uneventful voyage—there

was no fear of German submarines then—we were

brought in safety to our desired haven, the beauti

ful bay of Rio de Janeiro and the city by the Sea,

where we spent some days in sight-seeing and in

goodly fellowship with the brethren, and carrying

with us the memory, that was to be evergreen, of

all the beautiful things we had seen. We went by

steamer to Santos, an important commercial sea

port, and thence by rail to the city of Sao Paulo.

The next stage of our journey brought us to Cam

pinas, then a city of thirty-five or forty thousand

inhabitants, in the center of the great coffee district

of the State of Sao Paulo.

I had been sent out to relieve Miss Henderson

in the care of the girls’ school which was considered

by the Committee quite an important factor in the

work of the Church, and I did not get there any too

soon, for Miss Henderson was sadly in need of help

after all her years of service. She gave up the

struggle and went to bed a few days after my ar

rival, glad to feel at last that she could take a little

rest; and so it came to pass that I was at once

thrown out into deep water and had no other al

ternative save to plunge “in medias res” and do the

best I could with my very limited Portuguese vo

cabulary.

Of course I had a court of appeal in Miss Hen

derson to whom I could go when I did not know

how to tell the cook to kill the chicken, and I can

never forget her untiring kindness in helping me to

cast off the shackles that bound my tongue. Of

course the new-comers all make many and ludi

crous mistakes in trying to deliver the message of

joy to the people, and you may be sure that I con

tributed my full share to the general fund. But

these dear Brazilians are too polite to laugh even

if the preacher does exhort them to lay up their

“scissors” in Heaven, the word for this useful im

plement being very similar to that for treasure.

They are wonderfully quick, too, in understanding

bad Portuguese.

Our school was not very large and in the board

ing department the personnel was composed almost

entirely of the daughters of church members. As in

Paul's experience, so it was in the early years of

our work in Brazil; not many wise, not many noble

were called into the Kingdom. The first to hear

and accept the call from the almost pagan darkness

of Romanism into the glorious light of the pure

Gospel were poor in this world's goods but rich

in faith. This being the case, we considered it our

privilege as well as our duty to give their daughters

the best educational advantages in our power, and

gratuitously.

Our School was an experiment on the manual

labor plan, now so popular. The girls did their

own work, washing and ironing their clothes, keep

ing their rooms in order, and sometimes helping in

the kitchen when there was no cook, a condition of

things by no means abnormal. The servant prob

lem loomed large in those days. But there were

advantages which must not be ignored; the girls

had their first lessons in domestic science. Our

initiatory experiment was eminently successful, for

• ?

we sent out from our academic halls quite a number

of young women well prepared to fill their re

spective spheres as Christian home-makers or

teachers in Christian schools. We had in our

school here last year three children of one of our

first pupils in Campinas, and one of them is still

with us.

Many changes have taken place in social life in

Brazil during the thirty-five years of my sojourn

here, one of the most noticeable being the larger

liberty accorded to the women. When I first came

to Campinas it was not considered proper for a

lady to go out alone, and to appear in a store to

make her purchases was something unthinkable.

The shopping, a pleasant pastime for most women,

was done by the slaves by means of Samples. When

I would go down to the city to buy supplies or

attend to other business connected with the school,

Miss Charlotte Kemper,

Eighty years young. Thirty-five years a missionary

in Brazil.

I would frequently hear the remark made by some

handsomely dressed woman who was leaning on the

window-sill to catch a passing glimpse of the out

side world: “She can do this because she is an

American.”

In order not to put too severe a strain upon their

charity in judging our mode of procedure, I very

often took some of the mission children along with

me, and this made it entirely right even with the

strictest critics. Due to this fact I came to be

known as the lady who walks with the children:

All this is different now. With the introduction of

electric street cars, electric lights, moving picturº

and other modern improvements, the social life is
much freer. Indeed, I sometimes think that the

pendulum may have swung too far on the other

side. There may be too much freedom for the

best interests of the young people. But I am co"

spicuously old-fashioned. -

After several invasions in Campinas of that."

those days, so much dreaded epidemic, yellow fever,

in which we lost three of our missionaries, it "**
thought best to remove our plant to some more

*-*-*
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healthful locality, and Lavras was the place select
ed. The result has more than justified the choice

of those who decided the question, although some

of the mission circle who came with us from Cam
pinas did not take a hopeful view of the situation,

and thinking that there was no future for Lavras,

at their own request were transferred to other fields.
Imtist confess that at first sight, this little inland

town did not look very promising. But I have al

ways been glad to remember that even in those

Physical Education at Lavras, Brazil.

A drill of small boys at the Gymnasio, showing

one view of the dormitory and one of the broad

avenueS.

early days of trial and no little opposition on the

part of the priests and their followers, I did not

"despair of the republic.” Some of the best and

most influential men of the place, who desired to

see a brighter day for their city, were glad to wel

come us, and these have continued to be our loyal

friends and cordial supporters.

The people here had heard very little about

Protestants and that little was not what one would

call complimentary. Among the ignorant classes

all sorts of absurd stories were circulated as to

what we did and what we did not do. For a time

we were certainly the observed of all observers and

we occupied a large place in the thought of the

good folk of Lavras. But as the weeks and months

passed we were found to be harmless in intent and

practice, and we were admitted into the friendship

and confidence of many who had, at first, looked

upon us with suspicion, as possible disturbers of

the peace.

Now that Lavras is an important educational

center, a sort of Athens, I shall not any longer tax

the patience of my readers, but will leave to some
younger hand and a more facile pen the task of

describing the new Lavras, with the interesting de

tails of what has been done and is doing in our

schools and other departments of our evangel

istic work in this part of the Master's vineyard.

Lavras, Brazil.

—ºrº----->m--—
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WAR TIME CLAIMS OF HOME MISSIONS.

BY REV. CARY. R. BLA IN.

In these war times there is danger that the

Church will allow her interest to be diverted from

her normal activities, and the Christian be tempted

to economize by reducing his contributions to

benevolences. But the truest patriot is the Chris

tian who remembers that he is first of all a citizen

of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the greatest ser

vice he can render his country is to conserve her

spiritual interests.

Here are some insidious dangers that, while

more or less prevalent at all times, yet manifest

themselves peculiarly in times of war—evils which,

if unrestrained, will undermine our national char

acter, and from which only the Gospel can protect

us: Hatred of those who have wronged us; covet

ousness, fostered by over-large war profits; selfish

ness, manifested in too great willingness to shift

burden and danger on to others; desecration of the

Sabbath on the plea of war time necessity. Our

country everywhere needs today as never before

the Gospel of love and self-sacrifice, Presbyterian

emphasis upon Sabbath keeping, and the Presby

terian doctrine of God's sovereignty—the steady

ing, quieting word, “Be still and know that I am

God.”

All the reasons for pushing Christian work in

established centers obtain in Home Mission fictds,

and some additional ones:

(1) In them, more than in the larger centers of

Population, the preacher is a source of information

** to what the government is asking of its people,

and of inspiration to them to do their duty. He

... ºeded to keep Washington in touch with Fog
Hollow !

(2) In the more isolated fields war propaganda

and the drafting of men are bringing the people in

to closer touch with the outside world, and this

further awakening from age-long lethargy will make

them more responsive to the appeal of school and

church.

(3) In these fields, as elsewhere, as the real

meaning of war is brought home to men's hearts they

will hear more readily the Gospel message, and

larger opportunities for aggressiveness will be pre

Sented.
-

(4) In coming years the country will need more

than ever the intelligent Christian citizenship,

which in the typical home mission field must come

largely through mission schools and churches.

(5) The Church, tempted to center her thought

upon her own local problems, or to devote her en

ergies to the pressing secular demands of the day,

will find an antidote in the greater and more un

selfish effort now necessary to support her work in

these outlying districts.

Christian patriotism, the Church's own spiritual

health, her continued growth, and loyalty to our

Lord, demand that God's people pray and give

and work more vigorously than ever to push for

ward the cause of Christ in all our Home Mission

fields.

Pineville, Ky.

—-----—
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“JUST SUPPOSE.”

I, Y REV, CHAS. M. B.O.Y.D.

But before supposing let us look for a minute at

Some facts.

Here is fact number one: The demands on the

men and the women and on the pocket books of

Christendom is unprecedented. The Red Cross.

and the War Work of the Y. M. C. A., and the

Libraries for the Soldiers, and the various forms

of Relief Work must be supported. And we all

know that not only the needs, but the dire neces

sities of the great foreign missionary work of the

Church are such as they have been at no previous

time. Nor will the aggregate of these various needs

be lessened, but on the other hand they will be

greatly increased, by the cessation of the war.

Fact number two is this: Christianity is the pow

er that loosens men's hold on the life that now is

to the extent that they will give themselves and

their means, not only to the direct work of the

Church, but to all benevolent effort. It is true that

many non-Christian men have contributed largely

to all philanthropic causes. But none can say that

those non-Christian men would have been so lib

eral were it not true that at least the indirect in

fluence of Christ had reached their lives.

And here is fact number three: The work in

the home land must be vigorously manned and lib

craſſy supported, else what is now supposedly

Christian will soon prove to be non-Christian. The

proof of that proposition is apparent. There are

thousands of once fine old Christian communities

all over the South. But the supporting families

moved away. The religious life of the new-comers

was neglected. The churches are now rotting—

not to say rotted—down. And there are sinning

thousands in the dirty sections of our cities and

also on their broad boulevards. These cities were

once Christian towns. But the religious effort did

not keep pace with the commercial development,

and today thousands of down town and thousands

of up town folks know no Christ. And the same

principle, in a bit different way, perhaps, is illus

trated by the condition of the neglected moun

taineers, and the infant Negro race, and the incom

ing tides from southern Europe.

Now just suppose that in hearing the calls that

come, as we certainly should hear them, we should

also hear more plainly the call that comes from the

work in the home land. Is it likely that other noble

causes would suffer hurt? Is it not rather likely

that in the years that are even immediately upon us

we should be much more willing and able to hear

the multitudinous calls that are sure to come with

increasing appeal as conditions change?

Take a concrete case. In a certain Presbytery

of some sixty churches at the last spring meeting

there were nearly forty home mission churches

vacant. That was an unusual condition. And those

nearly forty churches were vacant largely because

the presbyterial committee was not able to add

one or two hundred dollars to each of the meager

salaries of the erstwhile supplies. Had the com

mittee had a thousand dollars more than it did

have, it is likely that all those vacant churches could

have been acceptably supplied throughout the year.

Now just suppose the wildest thing. Just Sup

pose that committee had had the power to take

and had taken from the other benevolent funds of

the Presbytery the thousand dollars needed, and

with that added amount kept the vacant churches

supplied. Is it not altogether likely that those nearly

40 churches would have contributed to benevolences

an average of twenty-five dollars each more than

they did contribute, thus restoring the thousand

dollars taken, while at the same time they them

selves would have been given a chance to live.

And just suppose the Church catches the idea

and supplies the means with which to prosecute,

not only her presbyterial work, but also all of her

great home mission work conducted by the Execu

tive Committee of Home Missions, what will likely

be the result on all missionary and benevolent gifts

through all the years ahead? Just so long as the

Allies are able to keep their home bases strong,

there can be no doubt of the result of the efforts

of their armies in the trenches and on the water

and in the air.

Tuscaloosa, Ala.

--->+--

ALL IS WELL.

BY MRS. CHAS. E. BAKER.
-

Though empires wane, and kingdoms rise and fall,

Though war and strife may this whole world en

thrall;

Though what the end may be no mortal man can tell,

We know that God is on His Throne, and all is well.

He'll speak, and all this war and strife will Cease;

He'll speak and all this world will be at peace;

His voice alone can this long tumult quell,

For God is on His Throne and all is well.

Napton, Mo.

Young People's Societies

BY REV. WM. M. ANDERSON, D. D.

SEEKING WORTH WHILE THINGS,

Topic for the Week Beginning November 11, 1917.

Prov. 8:10–21; Matt. 6:33.

DAILY READINGS.

M. Nov. 5. Seeking the Lord. Isa. 40: 25–31.

T. Nov. G. Seeking wisdom. Prov. 2:1-12,

W. Nov. 7. Supreme desire. Ps. 63: 1-11.

T. Nov. S. Seeking God's will. John 5:30.

F. Nov. 9. Seeking immortality. Heb. 11:13, 16.

S. Nov. 10. The divine response. Heb. 11:1-6.

“But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His

righteousness; and all these things shall be added

unto you.” The wisdom spoken of by Solomon in

this passage represents the greatest practical value

that man can possess. Wisdom, in the most com

prehensive aspect, is to be regarded as giving origin

to all the arts and sciences, by which human life is

improved and adorned. In the first address of wis

dom in Prov. 1, her words are Stern and terrible.

The first step in the divine education is to pro

claim “the terrors of the Lord.” Here she neither

Promises nor threatens, but, as if lost in contem

plation, speaks of her own excellence. In this con

nection she begins to draw her own real picture

with her own pencil. The force of these verses is

that wisdom is there where there is a fitness of

worth to entertain her,

A learned, pious writer has said, “All arts among

men are the rays of divine wisdom falling on them.

Whatsoever wisdom there is in the world, is but a

shadow of the wisdom of God.” Prudence has been

defined as, “Wisdom applied to practice.” Wher

ever true wisdom is, it will lead to action. The

farther wisdom proceeds in man the more practical

knowledge he gains and finds out the course of the

nature and properties of things, and the general

courses of Providence,

In the thirteenth verse a great lesson is taught

to modern life: “To fear retribution is not to hate

sin;" in most cases it is to love it with the whole

heart. The godly avoid sin because they hate sin,

and not because they are afraid of being found out.

Wisdom's life is a thing of system; it is the card

building of the Spirit. Wisdom is delivering a great

message when she says, “I love them that love me;

and those that seek me early shall find me.”

This passage is peculiarly fuſſ of suggestions

about “worth-while things.” This topic is exceed

ingly timely for young people. They had better

plan young what they value most and what they

can take into the next world with them. The

“worth-while things” can all be taken into the next

world with you. We should therefore be careful

with what we “load up.”

Things to Leave Out.

Leave off pretence. Life is real and earnest.

True things, truth and trueness are of utmost per

manent value. Deceptions cannot be permanent,

nor profitable. “To thine own self be true, and to

another thou canst not be false.”

Leave off worry. This is a cause of great fric

tion in life. It is a sort of disease—spiritual near

sightedness. There is need for the enlarging glasses

of faith. Our troubles consist of two classes—real

and imaginary troubles. To worry about imagin

ary troubles is a waste of strength and time. Wor

ry will not help the situation in the case of real

troubles. When one has done his best to meet

real troubles, he can safely and confidently leave

the result with God.

Leave off passion, in every evil form. This is

sin's choice method of display. Sin greatly enjoys

those who cultivate false pride, anger, hate and

lust. All these and their kind greatly hurt the body

and clog the machinery of the soul. Their effects,

which greatly outmeasure the causes, must be car

ried into the other world.

What Is Worth While?

Lay fast hold of faith, the most needed and

universal exercise of the soul. By your faith in

spire and cultivate faith in others; by your faith

link yourself with the plan and purposes of God;

by your faith enter the realm of the non-reasonable,
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