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Pray for the Peace of China

HINA is today the throbbing heart of world events.
Every sunrise may bring a day which will be
_epochal in history. Vet to the best informed,
conditions are obscured, and to most of our minds, they
are but chaos. Out of all this, however, we can lay hold
of a fe?J salient facts which may enable us to sympa-
thize with the Chinese as with blood brothers of our
own minds and aspirations, and most of all, to use
more intelligently in their behalf the mighty power of
prayer.
_ North China, with its dominating center at Peking,
is controlled primarily by the barbaric Manchurian war
lord, Chang Tso-lin, with his mediaval ideas of jus-
tice and discipline, and his string of concubines. There
is also the figure, secondary in importance at present,
of Wu Pei Fu, a Chinese of the upper classes, a scholar
and a poet, but with the same medieval ideas, in the
main, as Chang. These two are in reality great rob-
ber chiefs, fighting for loot and personal aggrandize-
ment, and ready to sell out to the highest bidder.

General Feng, “the Christian general”, who was driven

out of Peking into Mongolia last year by the treachery
of 2 §Ubordinate, seems at present to be an unknown
quantity, both as to location and as to affiliation, but
those who know him believe he will be found on the
right side, when that side becomes apparent.

Into Shanghai, on March 28th, there rode the great
conqueror of half China, Chiang Kai-shek, general of
the Kuomintang or Nationalists forces. The Nation-
alist Party has its center of influence at Canton. It is
apparently the only political body in all China with a
program, and that program in its essential features is
one with which every understanding American heart
must have some sympathy.

“America for the Americans”
“Give me liberty or give me death.”

“China for the Chinese.”

“Right must triumph. The Powers cannot keep China
suppressed, no matter how many warships and soldiers
they send here. We will use the economic boycott against
.any nation which still desires.to keep intact the treaties
which have oppressed China in the past and validated
the foreign concessions. The Chinese people are un-
able to feel contented so long as the present situation
obtains.” (Typed statement issued to the press by Gen-
eral Chiang Kai-shek.)

Wherein lies the essential difference in our attitude
and theirs? '

The Nationalist program was outlined by the late
Sun Yat-sen, a Christian and “the Father of the Chi-
nese Republic.” (Familiar phrase—“the Father of his
country.”) 'Among their leaders are the second wife of
Sun Yat-sen, a graduate of a Methodist college in
Georgia, also the son of Sun Yat-sen. General Chiang
Kai-shek himself is thirty-nine years old, a native of
Chekiang province. He received a thorough military
education, first in the military academy of Yuan Shih-
kai, in far northern Chili; later at the Imperial Military
College, Tokyo, Japan. The year nineteen twenty-two
found him in Moscow, acting as military liason officer
for Dr. Sun, who had despaired of help from any other
Great Power for his project of conquering China in the
name of Nationalism, “China for the Chinese.”

Thus was introduced into Nationalist affairs the mis-
chievous Bolshevist influence which manifests itself in
Bolshevik-trained officers and the constant presence with
the Cantonese forces of the Russian adviser, Michael
Borodin. This also accounts, in a large measure, for
the anti-Christian attitude of part of the Nationalist
forces. :

When Dr. Sun died, Chiang Kai-shek became the
outstanding Nationalist figure. He has led a conquer-
ing army against all the chief strongholds south of the
middle and lower Yangtze River, capturing Hankow,
now the Nationalist capital, Wuchang, Nanking, and
the great international city of Shanghai, (March 22).

Times for April 4, says: “This prodigious series of
victories was not won even largely by force of arms.
Chiang is the first modern generalissimo to advance
with a veritable army of spies and propaganda agents
preceding his military columns beforehand, filtering
into the enemy camp, and persuading enemy soldiers to
desert to the banner of ‘China for the Chinese’—he has
publicly disavowed Bolshevism; and he is much more
dangerous to the Great Powers than if he were a Bol-
shevik. His purpose is to accomplish, by eny means
(including Bolshevism where prudent) all that is im-
plied by that threadbare but kindling phrase ‘China for
the Chinese.””

General Pai Tsung-hsi, the Nationalist commander in
control of Shanghai, issued a proclamation reading in
part as follows: ‘“The Chinese people must not insult
the foreigners or destroy their property.—The people
must distinguish between combating foreign imperialism
and attacking foreigners.—But we Chinese now have
awakened and Shanghai, the greatest commercial center
in the Far East,.will become not only a base for Chi-
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Monthly Toplc General View of Oar Mission Fields
Changzng Africa

E. R. KELLERSBERGER, M. D.

HILE the present-da.y foreign missionary as a

rule’ does not experlence the sufferings and

hardships of the early pioneers, and leads a
more comfortable life as a whole, yet he is hvmg dur-
ing a time when the fruit of the early work is being
evidenced by an overturning of the old, by a more
sharp contact between the forces of God and those of
evil. He is living in a time of rebirth of ideals and
of nations, changing of hearts, and times of tumults,
painful adjustments, strife, and even danger to life.
Old things no longer satisfy; something new must take
the place. What shall it be? That is a question the
modern missionary -must answer. This time of stu-
pendous change is a time of great responsibility and
priceless privilege to the ambassadors of the King.
- Last year has been such a year in Africa and in most of
our fields. - Revolutionary changes everywhere, indeed!
May it all end in each heart being made free in-
deed by an infilling of the heart with the life and
ideals of the true King of all, Jesus Christ.

Africa too is awakening, and the last few years have
seen stupendous changes. This article necessarily will
not discuss North nor South Africa, where changes are
much more advanced and more complex, and very dif-
ferent, but limits itself more to Central Africa, and

the work that our particular mission touches. Forty
years ago Africa was practically unknown. Now it is
open to the white man in practically every part. The

writer had the privilege during the last ten years of
witnessing this almost miraculous transformation of
life in Central Africa. He well remembers that five
years ago a white man was a curiosity on the station
of Bibanga, in the Lomami District, and roads were un-
heard of, and barely even thought of. Our nearest
neighbors were two to three days’ march away by ham-
mock and carriers; and all communication was by run-
ners and tedious, wearisome hammock and foot jour-
neys. In this last year the auto roads are everywhere.
Luebo, our central station, formerly two hard, exhaust-
ing weeks away (300 miles) can now be reached in two
days. Humanly speaking it is the auto, the railway,
and the airplane, as well as the steamer, that have
done all this overnight, so to speak. It has profoundly
changed and upset the life of the native. It has caused
labor movements all over the country. It has spread
disease; it has instilled new ideas, not always-the best,
into thousands of hitherto ignorant and self-satisfied
natives. It has largely influenced the policy of the
mission: whole villages have been uprooted overnight,
prosperous churches and Christian communities were
scattered, and very many young men answered the
¢all to work either by force or by free will, and our
Christians are now in many cases scattered from far
South Elizabethville, on the Rhodesian border to far
West Kinshasa on the coast, or into the northern parts
of the Congo toward the Sahara. One even meets some

- teking up many of the white man’s customs.

on the Belgian liners, and in Europe. The demand
for natives with some skill in industrial work or in
clerical work has taken many, and the lure of high
wages and more clothes and finery has taken others.
Thank God, in some of these communities there are
n];)w prosperous Christian commumtles, witness Kin-
shasa.

Our Mission is passing through a crisis in this work.
We must adjust ourselves, and have begun to- adjust
ourselves to a modified program in order to meet the

new' conditions. The day when whole de came
asking for teachers and for baptism, e by.
Other interests have entered in. We v the
native by offering him more than bef iative |
is getting rich now, comparatively sj temp-
tation to spend it on that which is " very
present. Unlike China, with its anc m, its
culture, and its millions being awak npact
of Christianity and Western civili e not
yet'in the throes of nationalism nor “ ropa-
ganda, nor communism, nor infidelity. _ there

we have had some evidence of this, but the Negro hasnt
such a strong tendency in this dlrectlon As wealth is
increasing, natives are dressing better, hvmg better, anfd
Chiefs
are buying automobiles, also more wives, and material-
ism is here. The one great fact that the Mission is
realizing now is that we must give these people a gen-
uine, broad, Christian education along with their be-
lief in Christ, to prepare them for the pitfalls and
changes of the future.

Numerically speaking our gains have been small re-
cently; we have also lost many, and others have scat-

tered to far-distant cities, to the diamond and copper

mines, to the railways, and many other occupations.
Many of them are carrying the Gospel with them.
Realizing that, we are trying to prepare ‘our Christians
better before they go out. From the extensive our work
has gone more to the intensive; fewer evangelists and
leaders, perhaps, but better trained and more faithful.
On the other hand, the native inquirer and Christian
is demanding more of us all the time. Herein lies our
crisis. We are not prepared to give them' what they
want and need. They demand French as ‘well as the
Bible, and many other subjects. .The educational work,
and the boys and girls’ work is increasing, but this
last year has again sadly shown us that we really pos-
sess only one pretty well equipped school for natives
on our mission, namely, the Morrison Bible School, at
Mutoto, and that otherwise our educational system is
almost non-existent as regards permanent buildings and
equipment. The lack of workers has brought heart-
breaking discussions and attempts at our last mission
meeting to make one worker do for several stations.
Our school system is inseparably bound up with our
Bxble teaching, and our whole native Christian life, and



Foreign _ THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY

Missin=°

299

.-

-Going out among them. Dispensary twenty-five miles from a main station; 4,200
examined for sleeping sickness and other diseases, and many of them cured.

it is absolutely essential to our success. The work is
growing, but at present there is no full time educa-
tional worker at Luebo, our oldest and most strategic
station. Many, of our young converts are going across
the river to the heavily subsidized Catholic schools,
where they get what we aren’t prepared to give them.
The Mission has a hold on the people; will we lose it?
Our best Christians are those who know their Bibles,
and are intelligent and well instructed. We are in
danger of losing the next generation, our boys and girls,
unless we provide better schools for them. Africa is
changing, and we must make it change for the better,
for Christ, in this generation, or perhaps never.

Diie to the instability of the franc, living has in-
creased tremendously. The white man charges extreme
prices for all things, and in retaliation the native charges
ten francs or more for a chicken that used to cost .50
to 1.00 franc, or 100 francs for a goat that used to
cost five to ten francs. From the economic viewpoint
everything reveals the unsettled European conditions,
and the future is difficult to predict, even though there
has been a temporary stabilization of the franc. The
administration of the work, especially the transport,
with native porterage being forbidden, is very costly.
Though receiving the benefit of increased francs, to a
certain extent, this is offset by the tenfold or more in-
crease in running expenses. o

Physically the mission has -advanced more, though
the cost of labor, building material, transport, etc., have

increased so much. Missionaries are in better houses
for the most part, and there is less sickness as a result.
At Luebo, a large, beautiful church is nearing com-
pletion, and the hospital at Mutoto is rising up, and
the plans and funds are on hand for the one at Lubondai.
On all stations there is an ever-increasing medical work,
and with grateful hearts we see that the natives come
to us by the thousands for healing, when often they
fear to go to others. It has been in this year a great
door, effectual to the opening up of many hearts to God.
It is one of the great proofs of our love for them,
visibly demonstrated. God has again used the medi-

- cal work this last year, especially in the Bakuba king-

dom as a way opener for the Gospel.

It is gratifying that the mission has the vision, namely,
of turning out a complete man. Industrially and agri-
culturally we are trying to equip these people to make
a better living. Educationally we are leading them to
seek for the Light of the word, and spiritually they are
being born again. We are grateful to God for per-
mission to be engaged in this greatest of all occupa-
tions. We enter another year, asking for forgiveness
for the failures and the lack of faith during the last
year, and plead for a life of victory and power for the
new year, and for a great revival among the natives.
Changing Africa! VYes, almost unbelievable; but,
glorious fact, our unchangeable God is here, the head
of this work, and He will bring it to pass that Africa
may be won for Christ.
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