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The Union of the Churches |

AND THE

Coming Presbyterian Assembly.

By Rev. P. B. Fraser, M.A.
A MEMBER OF THE UNION COMMITTEE.
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WiTH LETTERS AND CRITICISMS OF
«THE ARTICLES OF THE FAITH"

FROM

B PrincIPAL RAINY, D.D.,, REv. PrRiNcCIPAL DYKES, D.D,,

RiceT REV. HANDLEY MouLE, D.D, LorRD BISHOP OF

DurHAM, REV. THOMAS WHITELAW, D.D.,, REV.
Pror. C. W. Hobncg, PH.D,, REv. Pror. B. B.
WARFIELD, D.D., LL.D., REV. Pror. W. M,
M‘PHEETERS, D.D,, aAND REvV. E. B.
HopGE, D.D.

Begye all things ; hold fast that whick is good”—r Thes. v. 21.

wHold fast the form of sound words"—ir Tim. i, I3.
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PRICE - ONE SHILLING.
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Reply from Rev. E. B. Hodge, D.D.,

Corresponding Secretary to the Board of Educat
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America.

Philadelphia, April 27, 1904.
To the Rev. P. B. Fraser,
Lovell's Flat, Otago, N.Z.

My Dear Sir,—Your letter deserved an earlier ans
but I have hesitated to write anything for publication n
matter concerning the Church in New Zealand, so far
from us and our immediate concerns. You probably ha
smough material from other sources without printing ap
thing from my pen for the public. It is a great satist:
to learn that you have no fear that the Church at lar
would sanction consideration of such a Creed as you
submitted for my inspection. I will simply say, with a y
deal of emphasis, that it seems to me the height of f.:.ﬁy
attempt to bring into a single organization Churches whig
have differing, and often contradictory, Creeds.
efforts, however well meant, only prepare the way for fres
divisions. A split is almost certain to occur in the denomin
tion that is brought in by a majority vote, because
will certainly be men who will stand for principle; and, at
the general organization is completed, the discordant e
ments, not being able to live in peace, will ultimately §
apart. A (reed drawn up in such general terms that ne
sons holding contradictory Creeds can subscribe to it js.
mere rope of sand. Indeed, in my judgment it is practical
a matter of dishonesty when persons are brought togethe
professing common principles who, in fact, differ almost g
widely as the poles; some signing the Creed in one seng
and some signing it in_another. The thing to be sougs
for 1s mutual recognition among Evangelical Christiane
loving sympathy, and cordial co-operation. The unity fg
which Christ prayed is something better than the false ‘sho
of unity for which so many seem to be clamoring

]

I am, truly and cordially yours,
EDWARD B. HODGE
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