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CORRESPONDENCOCE.

truth, that cold is best preserved in hot
countries. The narrow streets cheat the
sun out of his ingress, and the houses
defy the fervors of summer. The walls
are very thick, the windows few and nar-
row. Every advantage is taken of a
current of air when it can be procured-—
living waters distribute a reviving fresh-
ness %y their moist evaporations, and as a
iast combination of all that is cool, they
imitate nature in the formation of artifi-
cial grottos,
The Grottos of Pratolino

are acknowledged to be splendid speci-
mens of their kind—perhaps the most
worthy of examination in Italy. They
are alrof them vaulted, and rest on bean-
tiful columfs of marble. The walls and
the roofs are ornamented with stalactites,
madrepores, marine plants, corals, shells,
and mother-of-pearl, and all these objects
are mingled with paintings in mosaic.
Statues of marble and bronze cast their
streams into basins of marble or gilded
lead—and these in turn empty into secret
passages beneath the pavement, the wa-
ters which firally escape into the open
gardens only to be again applied to a
thousand different purposes. It is well

Letter from Italy.
PraTorino, Dee. 17th, 1881, |
Messrs. Editors,—Travellers pass by
the ronte of Bologna, only a short dis-
tance from Pratolino, without the least
suspicion that the forest which they be-
hold contains a royal mansion—for not a
gingle avenue announces it. The pre-
siding idea of him who constructed
The Palace of Pratolino
seems to have been to form an abode oi|
mystery. A single narrow, unequal way |
Jeads fo a square in the centre of the
park where the house is situated, in such
a4 manner as not to be seen until You |
arrive before it. This vast court is sur-
rounded by a railing supported and united
by pilasters of the rustic Tuscan order.
On the left side in front of the palace,
and beyond the trellis work, there is a
large tract of ground covered with trees,
at the extremity of which the genius ol

the Apennines, in reality a statue of |
Jupiter Pluvialis, of grand style, majestic
head, bushy temples braving the tempest
and covered with hoar frost. His hair
descends like iciclon upon his large shoul-
ders, and the locks of his beard resemble
stalactites. In order to add to the ex-|
traordinary effect of this Colossus a sort|
of crown is placed on his head formed of
small jets d'eaw, which fall upon his
shoulders and rolling over the whole fig-
ure make it sparkle in the rays of the|
sun. A view of this statue justifies the|
claim for John of Bologna that he was a|
worthy rival of the great Michael Angelo.
Erected in the 16th century under the
direction of one of the Medici, the Villa |
Real di Pratolino united all the grandeunr,
beauty, riches, and ingenuity which that |
remarkable age could farnish. Fran-|
cesco, son of Cosmo de Mediei, it was, |
who transformed this savage, rough spot |
on the side of Mt. Morello, into a secret
asylum of beauty, consecrated it to mys-
tery and silence, and shrined within it
that Bianco Capello, whose singualar his-
tory presents a striking example of the
vicissitudes and revenges of fortune. The
hand of nature had prepared the ele-
ments, that of the artist had only to re-
duce them to symmetry. The forests
which covered the ground needed only
the axe in certain parts, or to be formed,
in others, into avenues. The thick tufts
of trees pierced by winding path-ways,
were transformed into inextricable laby-
rinths, On all sides fountsins sparkled
up, whose waters were collected in vast
basing, or fell in cascades, carrying along
into every part the freshness and gentle
murmur of their motion. The woods,
composed of firs, laurels, and evergreens,
seemed the asylum of perpetual gpring.
The pleasures of the chase and angling
were provided for in the park stocked |
with wild animals, and the waters with |
fish of every gpecies, The experienced
gardeners {ransplanted thither the rarest
trees and flowers, and brought to perfec-
tion the fruits of all nations., In short,
this retreat called to mind the delicious
abodes which the voluptuons Emperors
of Rome retired to in pursuance of the
coungels of Epicurus fo lay down the
purple and crown themselves with the
roses of pleasure, In this vast enclosure,
fenced*in with forests as by an impene-
trable curtain, the Tuscan eovereign for-
ot fame in the lap of pleasure. The se-
ductive Bianco Capello was the queen of
these solitudes: frequently armed with
the symbols of Diana, and surrounded like
her with nymphs, she traversed the woods
to the sounds of horns: more frequently,
however, she wandered through these
paths with her lover, consecrating them
with monuments, alas! more durable than
their happinesa,
A }J“I"”II'I must iun’(‘ Tl‘“ii}r'll n
ur in gome torrid climate, to appreciate
e delight which the shade, the mur-
nu. s and the flowing of waters can pro-
re, To an “.:ﬂ'}.\n, the aweetest elo-
1ent in John's delineation of
ae “voice of many waters,”
‘in of Rousseau, which at fi
like a paradox, is founded in

taly,

aradise is
Ihe nphnr-
rsl appears
the strictest '

to remember, before entering these grot-
toes, that every sort of surprise, ans all
sorts of deceit are here prepared to en-
trap the curious. Sometimes the com-
modious seats which invite them to re-

————— ——————

the Muses—there Pegas
from the summit of the

elegant architecture is consecrated
graces! This rude grot
moss, forms a shelter fro

enables us to distinguish the
Virgil carved on the marble,
Over this magnificent royal retreat,

however, hangs the pall of a crime which |

terminated at once the existence of Fran-
cesco Medici and his beautiful wife.—

Those who love the marvellous have col- |

lected a thousand fableg on the subject,
but the problem remams unsolyed.—
Whatever the facts may lhave been, it is
known that the Cardinal de Medici had
always been the enemy of Bianca Capello,
the lovely Venetian, and that he never
pardonec{her brother for the mesalliance.
A story is indeed told that the Grand
Duchess prepared a pastry poison with
which she resolved to avenge herself
upon the Cardinal. The Grand Duke,
however, returning hungry from the
chase, unluckily found and ate a large
%uantity of this deadly preparation.

ianca, desperate at the ‘idea of having

oisoned her husband, resolved to share
His fate, and the poison faking effect in
both instances, they died in inexpressible

| tortures, without the cardinal permitting
pose themselves, break with their weight

and duck them in an unexpected bath— | cor, which circumstance has made him

| here, a ladder is placed as if leading to| pass as the anthor of this calamity, The
some curious object, but scarcely have |latter is probably. nearer the truth of the |
[ you placed one toot on the step before a | matter, ) :

; Thus the sun of the Medicean glory |
which rushes direct in your face—there, | went down forever in the reddened glare |

catch goes off and unmasks a fountain |

1 3 | i o TP v 1 - }
when you least expect it, a marine mon- | of murder. Luxury had given birth to

ster or some other strange figure rices,|a spien.lin}'{u'of_tf'ny of art, but like Saturn, |

rolis its eyes on you, opens its mouth,|ended by

devouring her offspring. The
ind covers you with a flood of water, |

sale-room, or the sovereign's pleasure, no

This is one place in Europe where it is|longer furniched inspiration sufficient to |
l'l."e"-“['t'-“l.'u {;Ollll.] |

superior wisdom to submit meekly to the | feed the artist-genins.
infliction of a guide. | display to inquisitive guests the palace

The Grotto of the Deluge is the first |©f Pratolino, and boast of the sums ex-

[ the stranger arrives at, so called from the | pended on its art, but the splendid light

quantity of water which flows in it, not | Which had illuminated Europe began

| only from the ceiling but from the walls, AW to fade in .thc ‘_}e"”tij' of alir.relnt.
and even from the pavement. When you | The school of Raphael was dispersed— |

enter it you are completely at the mercy | the death of Michael Angelo had left a

[colors, and arranged so as to imitate

| fountains may spout upon Yyou.

{ to it against his will, and it may be avoid-
|ed by proper precautions.

| trees,

[of the fountain-players, who can inun-|

date you without the possibility of your |
avoiding it, for the fountains bar the pas- |
sage, and can even reach you on the es-
planade—the pavement of which, con-
structed of small round stones of various

mosaic work, is pierced by innumerable
holes, throngh wfiich a multitude of little
In a
colder climate this sort of amusement
would prove somewhat inconvenient. It |
is, however, foreseen—no one is exposed

The Grotto of the Samaritan is fa-
mous for the eurious and numerous me-
chanical inventions of Buontalenti. Sev-
eral complicated movements successively
take place. The cave represents a ham- |
let composed of huts intermingled with |

};’he door of a house opens and a |

void which it was impossible to fill. 'I'l‘n:
arts still flourished, but it was only_lu
appearance, No want of ready and in-

genious talent, but gallant?-.y‘\qnd’ pleasure |
alvne lospired the hand o7°Uhe urtict—

and the master‘age was prt,

Pratolino is a monument of this period
of Tuscan decadence, Ustenanted, it is
now a melancholy spectacle,

ornamented with pictures and rich hang-
ings, now only display the nakedness of
uncovered walls. The maeaic pavements
are covered with dust, and the wind sobs

through the broken casements. In the |
rowing, and |
sometimes the path is choked with the |
branches of some great pine which has|

garden-walks briars are

been struck by lightning.  The walls are
crumbling away, and in the midst of the
disjointed statues parasitis plants spring
up and fasten their claspiag fingers, cov-

s is bounding { tery gives us a dee
11, whence also | The population a
a limped stream starts, That temple of | Chesapeake & Ohio
to the |in the last five or six years, and with our
covered with | present ministerial force we cannot sup-

the storm—to | ply one-half of the points with preaching
such a cave Dido and neas retreated.|on the

A ray of light piercing the rocky ceiling | We expect to have the new field between
verses of |

|any one, as it is said, to afford them suc- |

The vast |
apartments, the long galleries formerly |

beautiful village girl comes forth carry- | M08 them with o sombreverdure. The
ing a vase, and approaches one of the | Virgin vine climbing round the columns
fountains to draw water. Her move- | ™iDgles its tight gar]_a.ndJ with the ara-
ments are very natural, and her body.htfg'lue ornaments whichjfun along the
poseesses a kind of suppleness and grace. | friezes, and which are imitations of this
Arriving at the fountain, and having| natural decoration. Mases and lichen
filled her vase with water, she places it | 2¢ covering down out ofsight what man
again on her head, and turns toward the | 3PPeaI8 to have been foiced to respect.
cottage; not, however, without frequently }“‘ e_r)':.vhe?l:‘ ‘“:t'lm_ yieling to }natl;)re,
turning round her head to gaze at n..l"_’:vmf'_- ”'I’,"fnfjlf aere to joppose her but
ghepherd seated near, who attempts to | 1"% ovi".”;hm‘g.'i"‘ { khe Tus Pal
prevail on her to stay and listen to his| “F',ls o LEWOLy ol e Lusoan Tals
music. On the other side a blacksmith | 2¢€ of Pleasure, and sucl its termination
opens hisshop and isseen busily engaged 'erv.'m'}w.-here‘ and in all himan experience.
with two workmen in the labors of the | 1 1€ art which lends iteelf to mere pleas-
forge; a miller also carries sacks of grain ure"l_mcomes palsied with weakness _sm_d_
to a mill, the mechanism of which is most | Perishes for I“le of any jmmortal princi-
complete, In the distance is heard l.helr'ki wtlth”; i _rhe_llllle t{f}a}!]gn’wlll_:ﬂ:lf
sound of horns and _the barking of dogs, | o™ 10 P es:lmllle va L Jgouanly end in s
and we are entertained with the repre- | tr‘:gpf ty’ "'? el nal;gut but a ruin—
sentation of a hunt—many wild animals | ® 8real 8ad memory behiyd.
run across the bottom of the scene pur-
sued by hounds and hunters, In the |
loreground, birds, perched in the branch- |
es, pour forth their song—and swans and | An Important Shggestion
ducks are seen sporting in the waters.| Mesirs. Editors—1 sond fou Dr. Barr's letter
These and other mechanical inventions| by permission, It seems B me to contain the |
are certainly astonishing when we con-  germ of an effort which, if {snerally made, will |
gsider the period (1569) when they were | prove eucoessful, I hope that onr other papers |
execnted, will copy it, and am sure gom past axperience |
The Grotto Della Stuffa or of the Bath | of their kindness, that ot editorial brethren
is small, but ornamented very carefully
with madrepores and corals, from which
an exceedingly fine rain escapes, or rather
a tepid mist, which einks into the bosom |
of the bath. This basin occupies the cen-
tre of the grotto—it is of red marble. and
18 auppljer;i at will from two satyrs of
bronze. In the construction of these
grottos all the resources of art are ap-
parently exhausted to obviate the attacks |
of heat. Here a new temperature is cre-
ated, comparable indeed with that of the |
gardens of Armida, the deluvions of
which were probably intended to be rd!.-i
alized here; unless indeed Tasso himself |
has copied the gardensof Pratolino. The Brother Me Ilwaine,4=Your visit to our
grotto of Cupid, the fountain of Escnla- { churches has, as far as [ can learn, awak-
pius, the urns, the tombs, and the statues I ened a good degree of interest among our
which people these woods, all attest the | people on the stbject df Home Missions, |
reapect of the Medici for the monuments | The collection in our bwn congregation,
of art and antiquity, Here rises Mount | in January, will at least be doubled.
Parnassus with the statues of Apollo and | The growing wante inlour own Presby-

L. M. C.

—

The Sustentation Fund.

will lend their valnable aid to the carrying out
of the proposed plan, It id my purpose to far-
nish from time to time freduont information in
regard to the progross m-,[l

e, and the help of
yrethren oy vokad I

erywhere is eduestly invokad.
a general offort be made § securs at legst an
average of one dollar per fember from all our
congregations, and those '.'.'Tﬁ are able will give
generously, who can -Ir.nhlllihn!, the full amount
nooded will be raised ? !

r
il

I;MIH.'. rt Meluwarse.
Office of Home Missions, t;ulmrmrm Deg, 28th.

¥

Faithfully yours,

Home Migsions.
CuarnestoN, W, V., Dec. 13, '81.

e ¥

interest in the cause.
ong the line of the
Railroad has doubled

Sabbath that are calling for it.

Huntington and St. Albane occupied by
the first of the year. We will still have
about four promising fields, where some-
thing more tkan the half of a minister’s
'support could be raised. Unless we can
‘have an appropriation from the Home
Mission Fund to make out the support,
we can do nothing for these fields, and
they must be lost to us. Yet our wants
are trifling compared with the great field
of Texas and other wide portions without
a living ministry. You ask for $50,000
at the January collection. But how are
you to getit? The church is abundantly
able to give that sum, and willing, too, il
they could be awakened to a sense of its
importance. The majority of our con-
gregations conld average a dollar per
member if a sufficient interest were awak-
ened, and many individuals could give
by the hundreds if they were so disposed

What would you think of this plan?
Let a space be appropriated every week
in each of our religious papers to set be-
fore the readers the urgent demands of
this cause, and to receive and acknow-
ledge any voluntary contributions to
| Home Missions, Some would be glad to
respond to such a call, and their example
would influence others. Many of the
readers of the Central, by having the sub-
ject brought frequently fo their attention.

———————————
ing to his friends and all interested in the enter-
prise.—Romney Intelligencer, B el

Jonestown, Miss.—Five thousand dollare .
have been raised for the erection of a house of
worship at this place, on the Mobile and North=
western railroad, and the contract is ready tov
be placed in the hands of the architect.— Chris-
tian Observer.,

Rev, J. B. Spilman, D. D,—At an ad-
journed meeting of the Presbytery of Central
Misgissippi, held at Vicksburg during the ses-
sions of Synod, the pastoral relation between
Rev. J. E. 8pilman, D. D., and the Canton church:
was dissolved.— 5.

Ashton Church is the name of a new
church on Honey Island, recently organized by
the Presbytery of Central Mississippi.— Ib.

Rev, W. A, Alexander has resigned the
pastoral charge of the church at Lexington, and
taken charge of the Yazoo City church.— /5.

A memorial tablet has been placed in the
First Presbyterian church in Augusta, Ga., with
this inscription: *In memory of Rev. Robert
Irvine, D. D., for over ten years the beloved and
faithful pastor of this church. Born in County
Down, Ireland, September 15th, 1814 ; finished
his Christian ministry, in the service of this
people, April Sth, 1881. * Bleased is the man
that trusted in the Lord.”

South Carolina.— 7he Monthly, published
at Clinton, 8. C., says that Georgetown is the
only county in the State without a Presbyterian
church. If this be so the State is better pro-
vided for in thie matter than any othér South-
ern State. There should be an effort made
without.delay to plant a Presbyterian church in.
(reorgetown,

would contribute through the editors who
might not otherwise give. So with our
other papers. Unless some special effort |
is made, we fear that our collection will
fall short again, and our missionary fields
be left to suffer.

Fraternally yours, J. C. Bagg,

NEWS FROM THECHURCHES, |

Southern Presbyterian.

Rev. N, M., Woods, of Galveston, Toxas,
has accepted the call to the Second Presbyterian
church at Charlotte, N, ., and will enter upon
| his work there at once,

His post office address
is now Charlotte, N, O,

| solved by Preshytery,

Bethel Presbytery has organized three
churches during the past year and ordained two
young men to preach the Gospel. The pastoral
relation between Rev.. 8. L. Wilson and the
churches of Aimwell and Horeb has been dis
There are at least ning
vacant churches in Bethel Presbytery. Rev. F.
L. Leeper has declined the call of Presbytery
to the evangelistic work.— N, €. Preshyterian.

Winston, in Orange Presbytery.—Rey-
F. H. Johneton writes December 26th : At our
communion hers lnst Sabbath a week ago, five
young persons were received into the church on
profession of fuith, and one on certificate. Preach-
ing was had daily for a week previous to the
meeting und was continued one week after.
From twelve to fiftcen persons attended the

Rev. T, D, Witherspoon, D, D, having
declined to acvept the Professorship of Church
Government and History in Columbia Semina-
ry, to which he was elected some time ago, the
Board of Directors will meet on the 17th inst.
to elect a professor. The Board has announced
that the Seminary will be opened on the 15th
September next,

FPastoral Relation Dissolved, At a
called meeting of Chesapeake Presbytery held
in Leesburg, Va., on Tuesday, December 27th,
the pastoral reletion between Revy. Henry
Branch and the Catoctin church was dissolved
at the request of the pastor, the congregation
assenting. Mr. Branch has served this congre-
gation with much fidelity and success for more
than ten years.

The Tiras Preshyterian is much gratified
that Dr. Smoot, of Austin, has declined the call
to Augnsta, Ga. We suppose that all the Pres-
byterians in Texas sympathise in this fecling,

Rev. Thomas Ward White, Evangelist of
North Mississippi Presbytery, has received a
unanimous call to the pastorate of the church
at Homer, La., for many yearsthe charge of 1he
late Rev, J. T. Davidson,

Rev, E. E, Bigger, who has been acting as
stated supply of Alabama Street church, Mem-
phis, Tenn,, has accepted a call to the churches
of Pine Grove and Walnut Hill, Clark county,
Ky, A meeting of Mem|his Preshytery was
called to be held on the 24 inet, for the purpose
of diemissing him to

West Lexington Preshytery.
Missionary Teacher to Brazil— Miss
Charlotte Kemper will ace ompany Mr, and Mrs,
Lane, who expect to sail in a few daye, on their
return to the mission at Campinas, Brazil. Miss
Kemper has been connected with the Augusta
Female Seminary, Staunton, Va. as one of ite
most accomplished teachers. She has long de-
sired to engage in the missionary work, but her
great usefulness at home led ber friends to doubt
whethor she ought to give up the work for which
she was #o eminently qualified ar d in which she
was 80 successful. Her scholarship, her expe-
rience as a teacher, and her earnest Christian
character, justify the confident expectation of
the greatest usefulness in her new work.
Fredericksburg, Va.—The beautiful Clrist
mas tree provided for the Sunday School chil

dren at the Memorial chapel of the Preshyterian
church took fire from the lighting of the tapers, |
and wase, with most of its contents |il'b!:'r;}’i_-||.l
No other injury was done by the fire, and the !
pastor, Rev. J. P. Smith, promised the children |
that they shonld have another and a prottier |
tree provided for the New Year.

Capon Bridge, W, Va.—Our great Capon
Valley and those adjacent are giving evidence
of substantial and decided improvement, Our
worthy citizen, Rev, J, W. Walkap, in addition
to the improvements he has already completed,
is now erecting upon the Parsonage grounds at
Capon Bridge a neat and comfortable residence, l
and when cowploted will make a desirable
home, and will add much to the appearance and
intoreat of the Valley. Mr. Walkap has boen
vory energstic in carrying forward these. im-
provemants, and shown much taste and judgment
which is not only satisfactory but highly gratify.

/

various inguiry meetings.—7b,

Lexlington, in Concord Presbytery —
Rev. A. M. Watson writes on December 19th -
God has blessed Lexington with u visit of his
gracious Spirit, and we have recently added to
our church seven on examination, and others to
come in yet. The sister churchesalso have re-
ceived as many,—Ib,

Selma, Ala,—A friend writes us: “ The
First Church of Selma, Ala., Dr, Hooper, pastcr,
has resolved to raise $1,000 the next year to
send a new missionary to Ching, with the ex-
pectation of making this an annual contribu-
tion. The salary of a married man is 900 Mex-
icans or §800 of U, 8, currency. This does not
interfere with the $200 the Sabbath school has
always furnished for a school in Soochow., Be-
sides, the ladies expect to furnish $150 as o
minimum, and the * Busy Bees,” whose small-
est amount ever raised was $250,.in the future
will work for forcign missiona, It is probable
this church will give $1,500 in 1882 to the
Baltimore treasury. One subscription was
$156, ($3 a Sabbath); another $100. Several

| gave $50 each, and many §25, There seemed

to be a great revival in the Chureh, that is, all
were full of love and zeal. Each member was
like a stove. Worldliness does not prosper, but
family religion flourishes, This resalt was
reached by a committes of the elders and dea-
¢ons presenting a subscription list to each mem-
bor of the Church, A pious widow who wished
to carry oul her hnrband's wishes gave §50, As
& memorial of their former pastor, the Rev, W.
J. Lowry, D. D., the Ohurch propose to the
committee to call it ‘ The Lowry Mission.' They
agreed that this should not interfers with othey
objects.—Southern Preshyterian,

The Evangelistic Committes of the
Synod of Kentucky has elected two other evan-
gelists, the Rev. Messrs, J. E. Triplett and A, D.
Tadlock, who, with the Rev, Messrs. E. 0.
Guerrant and W, D. Morton, will enter next
weoek on their work as Synodieal evengelists,
The following wise resolution waa adopted :

"R esolved, That it is the sense of this commitlee
that the evangelists alectad by the Bynod devots
their time chiefly to avangelistic work proper,
that is to say, in proaching the gospel to vacant
and feeble churches and in organiking churches,
if the way te clear, in destitute places ; in group-
ing churches, and in renfleriup them assistance
in securing the stated services of ministers, spend-
ing only so much time among the strongsr
churches, sither with or without a vastor, as the
woathor during the winter or ear ¥ spring, or
other providential circumstances, may make
necessary."— fb,

Northern Presbyterian,
A correspondent in Madison, Wis.,

| says of the departure of the Rey, John E, Wright

to assume the charge of the Second Presbytarian
church, Chicago: * Mr, Wright has supplied the
Madison Presbyterian church nearly five yoars,
and labored faithfully. He has done all that
mat could de to build up.our Zion, W part
with him regretfully. Dr, Patton’s late people
could not have mada a better choieo.”

There were thirteen additions to the
West Sprucy Street Presbyterian chureh, Phil-
adalphin, (Rev. Dr, Breed's) on Habbath, Decera-
ber 18th,

(Continued on 5th page.)




- of this article knows.

2

CENTRAIL

Confral _‘ﬁ{ﬂ rts'.'h_g"iérinit.

WEDNESDAY, - -

- January 4, 1882,

Through Life.

‘We slight the gifts that every season bears,
And let them fall unheeded from our grasp,
In our great eagerness to reach and clasp

The promised treasure of our coming years ;

Or else we mourn some great good passed,
And, in the shadow of our grief shut in,

Refuse the lesser good we yet might win,
The offered peace and gladness of to-day.

BSo through the chambers of our life we pass,

And leave them one by one, and never stay;

Not knowing how much pleasantness there was

In each, until the closing of the door

Has sounded through the houss, and died away,

And in our hearts we sigh, " For ever more."
Chamber's Journal,

For the Central Presbyterian.
Baptized for the Dead.

BY REV. H. H. HAWES.

* Else what shall they do which are baptized
for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?  Why
are thoy then baptized for thedead? And why
stand we in jeopardy every hour?'—1 Cor xv :

Here is a passage which has challenged
great attention ; and the question, ** What
18 ite interpretation?" has never had a
satisfactory answer, so far as the writer
I His interpretation
i8 here offered for what it may be worth.
Note:

1. The word “baptism” does not al-
ways refer to the sacrament of baptism.
By turning to Matt. xx: 20-23, Mark x:
35-89, Luke xii: 50, we find that it is
used to indicate a condition of suffering.
The mother of Zebedee's children came
to Jesud, asking that her two sons might
sit, one on His right hand, the other on
His left, in His kingdom. * But Jesus
answered and said, Ye know not what ye
ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup
that I shall drink of, and to be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized
with?" Now this looks fo the fulwre of
Christ's life, from that time. He had
been baptized with water, by John Bap-
tist, as a preparation for His priestly con-
secration, and was not again to be bap-
tized with water. The “cup” He was to
drink at some future time. So of this
baptism. This is made clear by Luke
xii: 50, when looking to His coming suf-
ferings, He cried: “ But I have a bap-
tism to be baptized with; and how am I
sgtraitened, (pained, distressed) till it be
accomplished.” Here it is evident that
“baptism" denotes a condition of suffer-
ing. Keeping this in mind—note—

2. The chief cause of Paul's great suf
ferings was his faith in and preaching of
the resurrection of the dead. 2 Tim. i:
10-12, “ Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who
hath abolished death, and brought life
and immortality to light through the
gospel. Whereunto I am ?lppointed a
preacher, and an apostle, and teacher of
the Gentiles. For which cause I suffer
these things." Also 2 Tim. ii: 8, 9,
 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed
of David, was raised from the dead, ac-
cording to my goaJpel, wherein I suffer
trouble,” etc, At Jerusalem (Acts xxiii:
6) Paul declared the cause of his perse-
cution in these words: “ Of the hope and
resurrection of the dead, am I ealled in
question.” Before Felix (Acts xxiv: 21)
he declared that his persecutors found no
evil-doing in him while he was before the
council at Jerusalem, “Except it be for
this one voice, that I cried, standing
among them, touching the resurrection
of the dead, I am called in question of
you this day."” See also Acts xxv: 19.
He re-asserted this as the cause of his
troubles, also, before Agrippa; asking
this king—* Why should it be thought a
thing incredible with you, that God
should raige the dead ?"" Acts xxvi: 8 to
23. In Phil. iii: he tells us how he gave
up all things and suffered all things for
“the axceﬁency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus"—and of the hope Eefore
which all his being bowed: * Il; by any
means I might attain unto the resurrec-
tion of the dead.” The sufferings en-
countered and endured by Paul and his
fellows were a baptism, like that of their
Lord. Note—

3. The 15th chapter of 1 Corinthjans
was written to show (among others) three
things: (1) The resurrection of Jesus
Christ, (2) That this involved the re-
surrection of His people, and their attain-
ment to full salvation, (8) That this
was the supreme hope to cheer Christians
in times of trouble. If Christ be not
risen, what follows? Our preaching is
vain; faith is vain: hope is destroyed ;
all comfort i gone; those who are dead
have utterly perished.

Some (xv: 12) were saying: * There is
no resurrection of the dead.” If that be
true, then all the sad results, just men
tioned, follow.

Why endure them, if this hope and faith
in_the resurrection is only an imagina-
tion? “I die daily" (v.81) in the en-
durance of these sufferings. I have fought
with Auman beasts at Ephesus for this
faith : bnt what advantageth it me, if
there i no truth in this doctrine? If
this faith, for which we suffer, is a decep-
tion, a lie, then away with the sufferings;
let us eat and drink; for to-morrow we
die; ( fr]-rrf/a neskomen-—-yol ; ;:»'.r-ri)‘: f‘nh're.f_’;,
Hee verse 36). And if this be so, why
suffer for the faith any longer? Why
expose ourselves every hour (v. 80) to
such perils? The question of verse 29,

Then 2ll our self-denials |
and sufferings are but so much folly. |

‘Else what shall they do," etc., is kin-
dred to all these. Its sense is: If this
doctrine is not true, what are they to do
who are continually in a condition of suf-
fering—enduring a baptism of suffering
for (1. e., because of; on account of) the
dead—that is, on account of this faith
held and preached and suffered for, con-
cerning the resurrection of the dead. Not
only 80, but (& %ai) “ Why also™ are they
then submitting to be baptized (brought
into this condition of suffering) on ac-
count of (this doctrine about) t%ne dead ?
If it is not true, we are, of all men, most
to be pitied (v. 19). All our hope and
comfort are gone! But that the doctrine
is true—that we are perfectly assured of
ils truth, is evident in our endurance of
sufferings to which this faith calls and
exposes us. We testify our faith by con-
tinually receiving this baptism on account
of it. So we say: Our dead have not
perished, and we shall not perish.

[We cannot agree with our correspon-
dent.—Eps.]
e

“For the Central Presbyterian,

The Best Commentary.
A Plea for Sunday-School Teachers.

Whatever we may think of the Revised
Version of the New Testament as a sub-
stitute for the present Authorized Ver-
sion, no intelligent person will erhape
deny that it is the best, the most learned,
and the cheapest commentary on the
Authorized Version which the present
age has produced. The new will not re-
le:e the old for years. The Authorized

’ersion was many years in making its
way into general use. Texts were taken
from the Bishop's Bible for nearly a gen-
eration after King James' Version was
authorized to be read in churches. It
supplanted the Bishop's Bible and the
Geneva Version very slowly. The diffi-
culties in the way of the Revised Version
are much greater than those in the way
of the Authorized Version. When King
James reigned, the English gpeaking peo-
ple dwelt in the British Isles. While his
translators worked, America was still un-
settled. His version had no such for-
midable rival so deeply rooted in the
hearts of the people and the judgment of
scholars. 7%en there were no denomina-
tions, no sectarian barriers to hinder the
course of the New Version of 1611, Ii
it took 80 many years for that new ver-
sion to win its way amid a small popula-
tion on two small islands, without any
formidable rival, without any denomina-
tional hindrances, the people need have
no fears that the Revised Version of 1881
will replace the old for years to come.

It is right that it should be so. There
is one thing harder than making a re-
vision, and that is judging of it. And it
is still harder for those who do not read
the original tongue to judge of a new re-
vision. First they must become ac-
quainted with it, which ie a work of time;
and then they will slowly and gradually
reach a conclusion. The process is ne-
cessary and right. Those who have
formed the habit of judging doctrines by
the Scripture, will never consent to have
a new version imposed upon them by
authority., And it is the right and duty
of God's people thus to exercise their
judgment,

The fear that they will be robbed of
King James' Version is, therefore, base-
less. No one would rob them if he
could, No one could rob them if he
would. Editions of the old version will
be printed for fifty years to come.

T.E'ut, at the same time, although we like
the old best, and always will like it the
best, we must admit that the new has
been made from a Greek text which more
nearly corresponds with the exact words
used by evangelists and apostles than the
Greek text from which the old was made.
We must admit that the new represents
more closely the force of the Greek words.
We cannot deny that it is the best help
that an English scholar has towards un-
derstanding the exact meaning of Christ
and his apostles.

Why, then, should not our Sunday
School teachers and scholars have this
help, this able commentary on the present
text? It will take but a few lines to
Priut each lesson in the new version.
To do 8o is no endorsement of the new
version a8 preferable to the old, as one
that should take the place of the old. If
the Publication Committee, for example,
should print the new version of each les-
son, they would no more endorse or re-
commend it than they do the views of
the lesson expositor. The new text
would be a great help towards under-
standing the lesson. J. B. C.

- —
For the Central Preshyterian.

Local Option.

Messrs. Editors,—The subject of Local
Option, for the suppression of bar-rooms
and liquor saloons in Virginia, is now at-
tracting much attention. While it does
not aim to accomplish now all that many
friends of temperance desire, it proposes
a reform which, in its practical results,
will accomplish great good, and take
| from our statutes the most vicious and |
{ disreputable laws, which license the
[ traflic in ardent spirits—Ilaws which bar-
i ter the peace, morality, and lives of the
oitizens for revenue, and revenue which
| the State does not realize when the
drawbacks for costs of prosecutions, pri-
gon fees, &c., are deducted. It surely
needs no argument to satisfy any reflect-
ing man that the drinking saloons, so
numerous in our State, are the most fruit-
ful sources of crime, demoralization and
utter ruin to thousands, Thisreform has
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been tried in Maryland, one or two
counties in Virginia, and in some of
the Western States, where it has been
adopted by a vote of the people. The
writer witnessed its salutary effect in one
county in Kentucky, and this observation
impressed him with a desire to see it
adopted in Virginia.

Recently a Chnvention met at Char-
lottesville to eensider this subject and
adopt measures or carrying it out in thie
State, This wss a vgunmry athering
of delegates from all parts of the State,
and there met about one hundred, of min-
isters and laymen of all denominations
A deep interest was manifested, and
measures and plans adopted which seem
to be practicable and promise success.

You will ses the whole scheme, its
plans and purposes, in the published pro-
ceeding of the Charlottesville Convention.

I write chiefly to call attention to this
important subject. ELDER.

_—
For the Central Presbyterian.

The Dead.
A Millenarian View,

Messrs. Editors,—An article in your
issue of 21st ult., “Our Record Books,"
has engendered a good deal of thought
upon the subjeet of the last day, when
the dead shall ke summoned beﬁare the
“great white throne.”

The first question I would ask, after
reading this solemnly graphic picture of
the final sentence of the souls of men, is :
Who are these dead? To get at the an-
swer let us examine this same Scripture,
(Rev. xx chapter) a part of which was
quoted in the said article.

The angel binds Satan, shuts him up
in the bottomless pit, and sets a seal upon
him, that he should deceive the nations
no more, till ths thousand years should
be fulfilled. Then this picture is pre-
sented to the spiritual eyes of the Evan-
gelist: * And fsuw thrones, and #/ey sat
upon them,and judgment was given unto
them,"” &e. The little word they brings
out, as it were, the fulfilment of Serip-
tures well known to most believers, but
little understood by many. “If we suf-
fer, we shall also reign with him," 2 Tim.
1i: 2. “And hast made us unto our God
kings and priests: and we shall reign on
the earth,” Rev. v: 10. “Do ye not
know that the saints (ail believers in Je-
sus) shall judge the world?" * *
“Know ye not that we shall judge an-
gels?" 2 Cor. vi: 2, 8

The judgment given unto the saints in
these quotations does not follow but goes
before the  great white throne” picture,
and must therefore count out, or relieve
all eaints from any participation as cul-
prits in that scene. 'Fhey are living with,
and are one with Christ, wherever He is.
The 5th verse gays, ® But the rest of the

dead lived net again until the thousand
years were finished.” an words be

plainer?” 'The “rest of the dead” must
refer to all who are not with Christ, and
they are the lost souls from the days of
Adam to the end of the ages, who are
here congregated around the “ great white
throne,"” every man to be judged accord-
ing to his works.

Further: It is said of the first picture,
“Thie is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death
(the second picture) hath no power.”
The great apostle Paul desired to be one
of the charactars in the first scene when
he was inspired to write, “If by any
means I might attain unto the resurrec-
tion of the ﬁaad." The second picture is
unfolded affer the thousand years have
expired, when Satan is let loose for a lit-
tle season to deceive the nations and bring
them together to battle against the saints.

Then 1t is, after the final shutting up
of Satan, that the judgment is set ang the
books are opened. ““ And the dead were
judged out of those things which were
written in the beoks."” The word “books”
does not necessgrily include the “ book of
life." * Death and hell" are judged:
“death and hell"” are cast into the lake
of fire. Then fllows: * This is the sec-
ond death.” Finally: If the saints, who
sit with Christ on His throne, having been
“called unto His kingdom and glory"—
are accounted worthy to have part in the
“resurrection of the just”"—and on whom
the second death hatk no power—why
will they put fhemselves, as many do, in
that company o¢f the “ wicked dead” be-
fore the “ great white throne.” The two
pictures are referred to in 2 Tim. iv: 1,
“T charge thee therefore before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick (depidted in Matt. 25th) and
the dead (Rev. 20th) at his appearing and
his kingdom." w.

ErrecTUAL IRAYER.—At a Fulton-
street (New Yorl) -prayer-meeting an in-
stance of prevailing prayer wae related.
“The last time | was here,” said a gén-
tleman, ““ one of the requests for prayer
read thus: ' Pray for my husband's sal
vation ; I shall pray for him as long as 1
live,! Thatwas hy wife's petition| Her
heart wae set dbn my salvation, For
twenty long yeam she had been praying
for me, and has thld me repeatedly that
if she died befort I became a Ohristian
she would spend her last breath in pray-
er to God in nly behalf. My lriem{u,
God has heard that faithful wife's pray-
ers, and has heartl the prayers you of-
fered for me, aidd I am here to-day a
saved man."

-

“"Never mistake perspiration for in-
n[-im!.ion." eaid an old minister in his
charge to a young minister just being or-

dained.

Church Mt:_mlc.

During the session of the General Con-
vention, in Richmond, in October, 1859,
the following action was taken by the
Heuse of Bishops in regard to the subject
of church music. Twenty-one years have
passed since then, and many of our
younger clergy, in all probability, have
never heard or read tﬁi.a expression of
opinion, but it is as timely now as when
it was first uttered. SeePerry's Hand-
book of the General Convention,

Resolved, That in the opinion of the
House of Bishops, there is very much in
the prevailing manner of conducting those
parts of our public worship which require
the aid of sacred music, to which the se-
rious attention of the clergy and their
congregations should be directed—as mot
only not promotive of a devout spirit, but
very injurious thereto; as directly calcu-
lated to nurture a lifeless formality, by
making the congregations mere passive
listeners to mualca? sounds, confined to
choirs, in the formation of which there is
often little reference to fitness of personal
character—-as virtually depriving the
congregation of their proper %rivilage of
uniting with their voices in the worship
of the church, when its words are sung,
as well as when only read—as impairing
the beautiful simplicity of our public
worship, and thus rendering it, in the
parts referred to, unadapted to the greater
number of our people, and so taking
therefrom one of its chief excellencies, as
being Common Prayer, accommodated to
all conditions of Christian people, as caus-
ing, moreover, & needless delay and in-
terruption of our Morning am{ Evening
Prayer, by the introduction of music, es-
pecially such as is merely instrumental
—which unprofitably and needlessly
abridges the time allotted to the preach-
ing of the Word, and, by fatigning the
hearers, both in body and mind, 1nter-
feres with their ability rightly to receive
the same; and, lastly, as creating in all
these particulars, an influence which, in
our opinion, is decidedly counteractive of
the proper work of God's Church, as His

appointed instrument of cherishing and |

promoting His worship in epirit and in
truth,

Resolved, That in the opinion of the
House of Bishops, the evils referred to
proceed chiefly from the following causes,
namely ; First, from an oversight of the
principle that the object of the church
music s not the gratification of a cultiva-
ted musical taste, but by the aid of simple
and appropriate music to cultivate devout
affections among all classes of worship-
ping people, anf to enable them to com-
mune with one another in the united and
animated expression of the same.

Secondly, from the selection, by organ-
ists and choirs, of such tunes and chants
asg, on account of their not being sufficient-
ly familiar to the congregation, or from
their want of due simplicity, the congre-
gation cannot be expected to unite in
singing.

Thardly, from the use of musical compo-
sitions, especially such asare called chants,
which require too much time in the per-
formance, and also from the introduction
of voluntaries on the organ, before the
chants, and between the verses of psalms
and hymns, which having no value but as
exhibitions of instrumental music, are
wearying to the congregation,

Lastly, from the extent to which the
control of this part of the worship of the
church is virtually taken out of the hands
of the rectors of parishes, where alone the
church law has placed it, and is exercised
by committee and vestries, and chiefly

by organists and choira,

Resolved, That in the opinion of the
House of Bishops, there can be no materi-
al improvement of our public worship in
the particulars mentioned, except as each
parish minister ghall perform the duty as-
signed him by the law of this church,
which, in the words of the rubric is, that
“ with such assistance as he can obtain
from persons skilled in musie, he shall
give order concerning the tunes to be sung
at any time in his church, and especially
shall suppress all light and unseemly mu-
sic, and all indecency and irreverence in
the performance.”

Resolved, That it be recommended to all
the pastors of our churches, that they
endeavor, by all suitable measures, to pro-
mote a general participation of their peo-
ple, by voice, in those parts of our wor-
ship which are sung as well as those
which are not.

Resolved, That in the opinion of the
House of Bishops, it is particularly in-
cumbent on the rectors in our larger and
older cities, to see that the music of their
churches be #o conducted, as to afford a
wholesome example to those in our hum-

bler and younger congregations, who nat-
urally look to euch sources for gnidance
in matters of external order and expe- |
diency. l
——————i—

Tae Book oF Isaran.—To make a
great work pass info the popular mind is
not easy; but the series of chapters at
the end of the Book of Isaiah, the chap-
ters containing the great prophecy of
[saiah's restoration —have, as has Hebrew |
prophecy in general, but a still higher |
degree than any thing clgn in I'!p._hrt-w
prophecy, one quality w_'mcl.i facilitates
this passage for them; their boun n:ll] o88 ex-
hilaration. Much good I'metrr 18 pro-|
foundly melancholy; now, the life of the|
people is such that they require joy.
ever that “ good time r:r.imm;lg." for which
they long, was presented with

couniry, but soon

It is well known that the great reform-
er, John Knox, repared a liturgy for the
services of the Church of Scotland in the
sixteenth century, and that it was in use
more or less till the period of the Cove-
nant. It is, perhaps, not so well known
that it was also issued in a Geelic transla-
tion. The English original was pub-
lished in 1565 ; that is, gve years after
the establishment of Presbytery and the
holding of the first General Assembly in
Scotland. The Gelic version appeared
two years afterwards, in 1567, "It was
the work of John Carsuel, who was the
Presbyterian Superintendent of the Dio-
cese of Argyll. This book of prayers had
the singular merit of being the first Galic

ok ever printed in Scotland, or even in
Ireland. Tt served its day so well, and
yet was superseded so effectually, that
len years ago, in 1872, there were only
three copies known to exist. One of these
was in possession of the Duke of Argyll,
and it was the only perfeet copy of the
three. The University Library in Edin-
burgh and the British’ Museum had each
an imperfect copy. Carsuel, who trans-
lated it, was a native of the parish of
Kilmartin, and well versed in the litera-
ture of the Highlands.

The Liturgy was used in the churches
throughout Argylshire, where the book
was followed by Calvin's Catechism and
the Synod of Argyll's translation of the
Psalter in the seventeenth century, and
the Westminster Confession of Faith and -
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms with
the Summary of Christian doctrine in the
eighteenth.

==

Read the Bible Prayerfully.

Let prayer not only precede and follow
your perusal of ingpired truth, but let it
accompany it. In a passage of singular
pathos, Mr. Wesley has given us a pic-
ture of himself as he occupied himself in
his most retired hours with the Book of
God before him. It is the embodiment
of much sacred wisdom and simplicity of
epirit; so I adduce it: “Here, then, I am
far from the busy ways of men. I sit
down alone; only Gm{ is here. In His,
presence I open, I read His Book; for
this end, to find the way to heaven. Is
a doubt concerning the meaning of what
I read; does anything appear dark or in-
tricate—I lift up my heart to the Father
of Light: ‘Lord, is it not Thy Word?
If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of
God. Thou givest liberally, and up-
braidest not. Thon hast uailf, If any be
willing to do Thy will, he shall know. I
am willing to do; let me knew Thy will.'
I then search after and consider parallel
passages of Scripture, comparing spiritu-
al things with epiritual. T meditate there-
on with all the earnestness and attention
of which my mind is capable. If any
doubt still remains, I consult those who
are exﬁerienced in the things of God, and
then the writings, whereby, being dead,
they yet speak."—Good Works.
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Rowland Hill's Preaching.

Two friends once entered Surry Chapel
previous to going to India. One was a
Christian, the other not. Mr., Hill
preached from the text, *“ We are not ig-
norant of his devices,” and told the fol-
lowing tale:

“Many years since I met a drove of

iga in one of the narrow streets of a
arge town, and, to my eurprise, they
were not driven, but quietly followed
their leader. This singular fact execited
my curiogity, and I pursued the swine
until they all quietly entered the butche-
ry. I then asked the man how he sunc-
ceeded in getting the poor, stupid, stub-
born pigs so willingly to follow him,
when Ee told me the secret. He had a
basket of beans under his arms, and kept
dropping them as he proceeded, and so
secured his object. Ah, my dear hear-
ers, the devil has got hie basket of beans,
and he knows how to suit his tempta-
tions to every sinner. He drops tEem
by the way ; the poor sinner is thus led
captive by the devil at his will; and if
race prevent not, he will get him at last
into hie butchery, and there he will keep
him forever. Oh, it is because we are
not ignorant of his devices that we are
anxious this evening to gnard you against
them."

The Christian friend mourned over this
tale about the pigs, and feared it would
excite a amile but not produce conviction
in the mind of his unbelieving compa-
nion. After the service they left the
chapel, and all was silence for a season.

“ What a singnlar statement we had
to-night about the pigs, and yet how
striking and convincing it was!"” re-
marked the young man, His mind was
impressed—he could not forget the bas-
ket of beans, the butchery, and the final

losa of the sinner's soul., He left the
after corresponded
with hia friend, and referred to flnin der-

| mon as having prodnced an abiding im-
pression on his mind

e

The w~ges that sin bargaine for with
the sinner are life, pleasure, and profit:
but the wages it pays him are death, tor-
ment, and destruction, To understand
the falsehood and deceit of sin, we must
compare its promises and payments fo-

gether."

The grand old Book of God still standa;

If|and this old earth, the more its leavesare

turned over and pondered, the more if

energy and | will sustain and illustrate the sacred

magnificence, it is in these chapters; it is Word,

impossible to read them without catching
ite glow.— Malthew Arnold,

en not your hearts,

To-day if ye will hear His voice, harde
Hebrews 11: 15.
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