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jSyerj reader of the first series of Mr. Spurgeon’s Lec¬ 
tures, will put that book at the head of similar helps In 
the art of preaching. This is as good as that, being 
marked by the same pith, force, humor, wisdom, and 
oommon-sense. Wood-cut illustrations of gesture and 
action, help the text All pubUc speakers, in the pulpit 
or out of it may be profited by the principles of tUs 
book, and entert^ned by its homely style. 

A GIFT OF HYMN-BOOKS, 

The Century Company has recently presented to the 
Library of Union Theological SemlnW a complete set 
of their musical pubUcatlons, for incorporation in the 
extensiTe hymnological collection which now forms one 
of the notable departments of this largest of theological 
libraries in America. The gift consists of an e^ on doeea' 
volumes, which cover the range of Church and Sabbath- 
school hymn and tune book& Following are the titles, 
each one of which bears the imprint of the Century 
Company: (l) “Songs for the Sanctuary—Hymns and 
Tunes for Christian Worship.” Selected by Bev. Charles 
S. Robinson, D.D. (a) The chapel edition of the above 
book, made in reply to a demand for a manual of more 
portable size for use in the lecture and prayer-meeting. 
(3) " Psalms and Hymns and Spiritual Songs.” A manu¬ 
al of worship for the Church of Christ Compiled and 
edited by Bev. Charles S. Bobinson, D.D. This volume 
was the one approved by the Executive Committee of 
Publication of the Southern Church, and published with 
its Imprint (4) “A Selection of Spiritual Songs with 
Music for the Church and the Choir.” This is another 
and later compilation from th§ same hand. Its p<9u- 
larlty is vouched for by the fact that a book pracUoally 
identical was issued by Dr. Bobinson and Dr. Mao Arthur 
of the Baptist Church for use in churches of that denom¬ 
ination, under the title (s) “ The Calvary Selection of 
Spiritual Songs.” Later there appeared abridged edi¬ 
tions of the “ Selection,” for use in the social meeting 
and in the Sabbath-school; the former under the title 
(0) “A Selection of Spiritual Songs with Music for use in 
Social Meetings,” and the latter as (T) “A Selection of 
Spiritual Songs with Music for the Sunday-sohooL’ 
But the end and crown was not yet In 1881 a new book 
appeared again bearing Dr. Bobinson’s name on the 
title page, and in 1887 a new edition, with Improved type, 
made necessary by the continued use of the older plates. 
(8) “ Laudes Domini.” A selection of spiritual songs, 
ancient and modem. The sale of this book has been 
phenomenal, and has surpassed that of any of the previ¬ 
ous books. In its case as in that of the other vohimes, 
“Songs for the Sanctuary”and the “Selection,”a call 
was made for an abridged edition for use in prayer- 
meeting and in the smaller churches. Such a volume 
was published under a similar title, being called (9) 
“ Laudes Domini, etc. Abridged edition.” Its extent is 
evident from the fact that it contains 612 hymns besides 
doxologies and the usual indices. The whole forms a 
neat volume of 261 pages. Still another adaptation was 
made when another volume appeared with the title (10 
“ Laudes Domini.... for the Sunday-school.” Thus) 
provision is made for the three departments of worship. 
This completes the list of Dr. Bobinson’s coUectionA 
Another beautiful volume, however, issues from the Cen¬ 
tury press under the title (il) “ Songs of Worship few the 
Sunday-school.” Edited by Waldo 8. Pratt It is a 
quarto book of 268 pages, containing 266 pieces, and evi¬ 
dently on a high plane of artistic as well as devotional 
merit The twelfth volume of the gift is the “Aids to 
Common Worship. 

SICK PRA1EB-MEETI^GS. 
By Eev. Theodors L. Cuyler. 

The best place to feel the spirltiial pulse of a 
Church is the prayer meeting. If that is full 
of life, warmth and vigor, then the Church is 
healthy; if the prayer meeting declines, then 
the whole body is apt to suffer from this dis¬ 
ease at the heart. The circulation of warm 
blood is Impeded; devotion, which is the 
breath of the Church, becomes feeble, and 
pretty soon the “extremities” grow cold, as 
in the case of a dying man. 

Prayer-meetings, like human bodies, are sub¬ 
ject to a variety of diseases. Sometimes they 
suffer for want of a nourishing diet. No themes 
or topics are introduced to quicken thought, 
or arouse devotion, and the meeting is starved 
to a skeleton. But if some rousing practical 
topic is introduced; above all, if the vital 
truths of God’s Word arc presented, then the 
meeting has something to feed upon. The 
Holy Spirit honors the service that honors His 
precious Word. People run dry; even the 
best soon talk themselves out, (and talk 
other people out of the house too,) unless 
their souls are replenished from God’s inex¬ 
haustible storehouse of wisdom, knowledge, 
and quickening power. Let the leader of the 
meeting choose some central truth or some 
enlivening practical passage of God’s Word, 
and invite the people to come and talk about 
it, and weave it into their prayers. The week¬ 
ly gatherings of Christians should be instruct¬ 
ive as well as devotional. The pastor is not 
supposed to be the only man who is well up in 
Bible knowledge; some private Christians get 
insights into the “deep thlngi of God ” that a 
minister has not yet discovered. On the even¬ 
ings when special prayer is made for the evan¬ 
gelization of the world (“ Monthly Concerts ” 
they used to be called), the meeting ought to 
be fed with fresh information from the mis¬ 
sionary fields. If nothing is carried into the 
meeting, very little will be carried out. I sus¬ 
pect that a large proportion of church mem¬ 
bers saunter into their prayer rooms in a list¬ 
less haphazard fashion, trusting that some¬ 
body else will have brought “ five loaves or a 
few small fishes” for the evening’s repast. 
They do not even carry a felt want, a fervent 
desire, a spiritual hunger there; they are apt 
to bring nothing and to carry nothing away. 
Scores of prayer meetings starve to death. 
How can it be expected that unconverted per¬ 
sons or young people will ever be attracted to 
a meeting in which there is nothing to interest 
them, or even keep them awake ? A devotion¬ 
al meeting is no more a self-feeding apparatus 
than a human body is; its supplies must come 
from God’s Word, and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, and from the experiences which 
the Spirit has awakened. 

Many other prayer-meetings are suffering 
from what the doctors call “ general debility.” 
They have run down. The few people who do 
attend them, hear only the same stereotyped 
remarks, and the same stereotyped prayers 
week after week. The blood has been slowly 
drained away from the meeting until it has 
reached the last stages of consumption. A is 
too busy to attend the meetings any more. B 
is too tired after his day’s work. C has her 
round of social engagements. D goes to his 
club, and E to his political headquarters, and 
F cares more to stay at home and read his 
newspaper. And so from the whole alphabet 
oLdalinquents comes the same “ I pray thee 
have me excused. ” The faithful few who need 
the meeting the least are at their posts; the 
unfaithful majority who need to pray, and to 

The feeble 

of party ends, or for the trr^j^tion of personal 
prejudice. It 

not lived a Cj^Qgitierabln tinie in the South to ade- 
quateiv^ipf^j^l^li^^ the atihost total absence of fair- 

J[!4^Sg<Jlvhioh characterizes many of the paragraphs 
and longer articles published in Northern journals, 
some of which, sad to say, are the utterances of 
ministers of the Gospel of peace. It cannot be oth¬ 
erwise than gratifying to all good and right think¬ 
ing men, of whatever section, that eo influential a 
paper as The New York Evangelist seeks, not by 
concealing, but revealing the truth, to pour oil on 
the waters which have been troubled so long. 

Very truly yours, R. V, Fostbb. 

under it, is a greater riddle than the Sphynx. Let ry of lLv. Uvxtiat TBS^g^P^Jidltures of this hospital 
not the Church do more than an artisan on a hard are about $100,000 ayeaxT^ JiidgeRuffin wasappolno- 
substance, only polish down the so-called hard doc- ed Judge of the Charlestoiim Municipal Court in 
trines of the Scriptures, to please anybody, except 1883, and filled the position with cmllLte-lHi3«eir 
as they may In the declaration that “God is love and the community until his death about three years 
and that Christ died to save all men." afterwards. Dr. Grant is one of the best dentists in 

Let the hard substance remain, and polish away, Boston, and has a large practice among both races, 
no substitution of asoft material for a Scripture ma- He is a man of inventive skill in his profession. His 
terial, but polish on these lines, until the light is invention in relation to cleft palates is well known 
reflected from the genuine substance, to wit: “All here and elsewhere. Besides, he has been for years 
that the Father glveth me shall come to, and him an instructor in the Dental College connected with 
that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out." Harvard University — mechanical dentistry being 

“ No man can come unto me, except it were given his department. John H. Lewis has a merchant 
unto him of my Father.” tailoring establishment in Washington street, Bos- 

“ From that time many of.his disciples went back ton, and does the second largest business in New 
and walked no more with him,” “Will ye also go England. His transactions annually exceed $1(X),000; 
away ? " he has just started abranch store in Providence, R. I. 

“ No man can come to me except the Father, which Mr, Joseph Lee is owner and proprietor of one of the 
hath sent me, draw him.” “And this is the Father’s first-class hotels of the Eaat. The richest people of*i 
will which hath sent me; that of all which he hath the State are guests at the Woodland Park Hotel, at 
given me, I would lose nothing,” Auburndale. His business is rapidly increasing, he 

“And it is not the will of my Father that any has already enlarged the oj iginal building, and is 
should perish.” “As the Lord liveth, I had no pleas- about to enlarge a second time to meet the Increas- 
ure in the death of the wicked.” Ing demands of the public. The property is valued 

“The Father loveth the Son and hast given all at about $120,000. Beside Mr.Lewis above mention- 
thlngs into his hand.” ed, there are three colored merchant tailors doing a 

Point out to us what is in the Confession which is handsome business in Boston, 
inconsistent with the Scriptures, is what we as^ “ In New Bedford.one of the largest and finest drug 
not a theory of what is meant, but the Word. stores is owned and conducted by a young colored 

man. In that city the colored people are butchers, 
^ fruiterers, grocers, master shipbuilders, etc. Color- 

A NOTE FROM DR. SHEDD. young women have taught In the public schools 
To the Editor of The New York Evangelist: of Boston within the past few years, and one. Miss 

Will you grant nie the space to disclaim the in- Baldwin, has been for some years one of the most 
terpretatlon which Dr. Van Dyke puts upon my use popular teacherslnthepublic schools of Cambridge.” 
of the phrase “ fault-finding with the Confession.” What is true of the condition of the colored people 
I employed it in no discourteous sense, but to ex- 1“ New England, is true of their condition in the 
press what seems to me the simple fact in the case. Northern States generally and in many of theSouth- 
Dr. Van Dyke contends that the Confession does States. Among them you will find numbers of 
not proclaim the love of God towards all men. This, lawyers, doctors, teachers, professors in colleges, 
if true, is a fault in it. He contends that it teaches merchants, etc. 
by implication that God creates some men in order Here in the city of Washington there are not a few 
to damn them. This, if true, is a fault. colored men who are engaged in real estate busi- 

I do not think that my phraseology warrants his ■ ness. There are also brokers, bankers, successful 
assertion that I “intimate ” that “ he is ignorant ofi lawyers and physicians, besides scores of teachers, 

any good Calvinlstic treatise, or unable to compre-1 Again, you say of the slaves, they “ multiplied 
hend its contents.” My repeated expressions of re- ^ like the Israelites of Egypt; but no Moses rose up 
spect for bis theological learning and orthodoxy, \ among them to lead them out of the house of bond- 
should have precluded such a charge as this. All I age.” Allow me to say the cases are not parallel, 
wished to say, and all that I do say, is that these ^ Moses was raised up and divinely appointed to lead 
alleged faults in the Confession are noticed by sys-: the people out of bondage. The thought did not 
tematic expounders of it, who deny that they are | originate with him. The fact is, he shrank from the 
there, and give their proof. I mentioned this fact^l task, and endeavored in every possible way to ex- 
merely to indicate what is th e common underatandt cuse himself when God called him to the work. Nor 
ing of the (Confession by this class of persons, nof ' was he a poor degraded slave, without opportuni- 
quoting them at all as having ex cathedra authoritj^J ties of self-improvement, but a man brought up as a 
in the matter. I expressly say that my limits for-J member of the household of Pharaoh, and trained 
bid the examination of passages in proof, and hence' in all the wisdom of Egypt. 
I adopt this short method of citing the theologiins But in spite of seemingly overwhelming obsta- 
in regard to the meaning of the Confession, as a oles, in spite of the weight of oppression and preju- 
lawyer would cite the expositions of jurists like dice, leaders, in one sense, did arise among the col- 
Kent and Story, as to the meaning of the Constitu-. ored people. Such men as Frederick Douglass, 

I tion. Yours truly, W. G. T. Shedd. Henry Highland Garnett, Samuel R. Ward, and 

A LOVELY OLD NEGRO WOMAN. 
Santa Claba Valley, Oct. 11th. 

I have read in recent Evangelists beautiful trib¬ 
utes to the worth and Christian character of some 
members of the negro race, and would like to add a 
memory of my own. 

During the war, I was at Washington some months. 
Contrabands were pouring in, and a camp was set 
apart for them. One Lord’s day, I went there with 
others to bold religious services. As well as I could, 
I talked to them, and hod excellent attention at the 
morning service. We were to spend the day and go 
among them, and get acquainted. After the service, 
a crowd of girls about twelve years old came round 
me, and wished I would teach them to read. Bright¬ 
er scholars I never had; one of them seemed to 
march straight through the maze of irregularities 
of English spelling, and though only a few days’ 
learner, was on the high road to be a good reader. 
Being away from home for the day, we looked about 
for something to eat, and soon learned that an old 
woman in the camp was preparing a meal for us. 
We went to her cabin, and were received with a 
Christian grace and cordiality and dignity which I 
little expected in such a place and amid such a 
crowd. From her scanty resources she set before 
us a simple repast, which displayed a skill and taste 
that left only ampler resources to be desired. She 
had neat table linen, a few napkins, I think some 
silver teaspoons, and made the table look so inviting 
that we forgot we were in a camp of contrabands 
suddenly hustled together. She waited on us with 
all possible skill, and when the meal was over, we 
talked with her. She had been a house-servant with 
a rather hard mistress, but she spoke ot it with 
naught of malice. Sne had bad children, and they 
had been sold away, and she never expected to know 
of their fate till the future beyond the veil; but as 
she spoke of them, nothing belonging to rich mo¬ 
therly instinct was lacking. I offered her religious 
comfort, and she thankfully accepted it; but I soon 
found that I was the novice, and she fitted to teach 
me out of her rich experience. 

I have been fortunate in knowing many choice, 
refined Christian women, and when I think of it, I 
always call to mind the hour I passed with the poor 
old African woman, who would easily rank with the 
beet of them. X. Services of Holy Scripture from the 

Revised Version, in the readings and renderings pre¬ 
ferred by the American Revisers,” by the Bev. Richard 
Q. Greene. It is intended to extend aid to the other 
parts of Christian worship, similar to that of the hymn 
book in the song-service. One of its features cannot be 
too highly commended. It is an undoubted fact that too 
Uttle attention has been and still is paid to the reading 
of the Scriptures in regular course in our Sabbath ser¬ 
vices and in private devotions. This volume follows the 
lead of those who would secure more or less consecutive 
reading of the Bible by means of prescribed lessons for 
the week-days and Sabbaths throughout the year. The 
order of service for each day contains introductory sen¬ 
tences and responses, the passages to be read as Scrip¬ 
ture lessons,-and the responsive lesson to be read by 
minister and people, taken from the Psalter or ons c( 
the Prophets. The chant and a short prayer for the day 
follow with a hymn and tone tor each Sabtiath. Aw 
book is as it is c^ed an “Aid to Wcarablp.” —d doeit 
trench upon the ground of “ free ” WOTShip. '' 

D. LOTHBOP COMPaNI’S ANNOCNCEMEHTN. 

D. Lothrop Cktmpany announces for Immediate publi¬ 
cation E. 8. Brooks’ “ Story of the American Soldier,’’ an 
entertaining and authentic narrative of the fighting 
men of America from the earliest days down to Repres¬ 
ent The volume wiU prove a fitting companion to the 
“ Story of the American Sailor.” 

The same house announce a sequel to “ Boy-Life ia 
the United States Navy,” under the title of “ Naval Ca¬ 
det Bentley.” H. H. Clark, U. 8. N., the author, has re¬ 
cently returned from a prolonged trip to South Ameri¬ 
ca and Southern Europe, and vouches for the truth of 
some of the mysterious incidents therein related. 

“ Plucky Smalls,” by Mary Bradford (Trownlnshield, is 
of somewhat different style from her “AU Amcmg the 
Lighthouses ” and “ The Lighthouse Children Abroad,” 
but contains no less accurate descriptions of sea life. 
The author is the wife of Commander Crowninshield, U 
8. N., and writes whereof she knows. 

Olive Risley Seward, the adopted daughter of Secre¬ 
tary Seward, and his companion in his famous tour ot 
the world, has gathered together her recollections of 
noted peopl6 and curious places and things, in a reada¬ 
ble volume called “Around tho World Stories,” which D. 
Lothrop Company will shortly bring out 

“ Lotus Bay,” by Laura D. Nichols, is one of those at¬ 
tractive juveniles which combine information with en¬ 
tertainment in such delightful guise, that the reader 
learns unconsciously of history and natural science. It 
belongs to tho series “Overhead,” “Underfoot” etc., 
published by D. Lothrop Company. 

In the line of Holiday Gift Books, this house is pre¬ 
paring some exquisite volumes. “Melodies from Na¬ 
ture,” a collection of some of Wordsworth’s most charm¬ 
ing poems, beautifully illustrated with photogravures 
from scones made famous by his pen, and with original 
designs by Hiram Barnes, is a book that forms at once 
a charming memorial of the poet and of that fairest sec¬ 
tion of all England, the beautiful lake country. “A Lost 
Winter,” by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, illustrated by Mary 
Cecilia Spaulding, is another rare holiday book. The 
author’s gift of song was never put to better use than in 
this memory of a Florida Winter, and Miss Spaulding’s 
illustrations combine to make it one of the most attrac¬ 
tive of Florida souvenirs. “The Secret Way—A Lost 
Tale of Miletus,” is one of Bulwer’s famous poems of life 
and love in the romantic East, into the spirit of which 
the artist, F. O. Small, has entered so successfully that 
the charm of the verse is redoubled. These three vol¬ 
umes are all bound in fine cloth and in morocco. For a 
less expensive gilt-book is that famous classic “ Rab and 
His Friends,” with original illustrations by Bridgman 
that enhance the beauty and tenderness of the pathetic 
story. _ 

The Presbvterian QHorterlv lor October opens with an 
article by Dr. Samuel M. Smith on The Negro in Eccle¬ 
siastical Relations, which defends the propositiem 
“The negro has not the proper qualifications for the 
function of rule over the white Southern Presbyteri¬ 
ans,” and that “ Every consideration of propriety, expe¬ 
diency, justice, and right, justifies the position of the 
Southern Church on this question.” The whole number 
is able. 

The Andover Review lor October is full ot good matter. 
Prof. Moore gives profitable advice to ministers on The 
Study of the Old Testament Rev. C. A. Dickinson on 
The Problem of the Modern City Church, opens up the 
possibility of adding departments of Belief, Entertain¬ 
ment and Instruction to the spiritual work of a well- 
organized church in the city, and he answers the obvi¬ 
ous objections to the scheme proposed. 

The Magazine of OhruHan Literature for October is the 
first number of a new enterprise, which besides one 
original work in its pages yearly, wlU reprint current re¬ 
ligions opinion from the various denominational jour¬ 
nals. and give a monthly digest of religions literature, 
at a cost ot two dollars per ■.nnnm 

The Homiletic Magatine for October contains papers by 
such able writers as Bev. J. F. Yalllngs, Bev. W. J. Deane, 
and others. 

Chriatian Thought for October contains praetioal and 
pungent articles of real value. 

isoott 3ratiie< 
COLORED PEOPLE IN NEW ENGLAND, 

Eubopean Schools ; or. What I Saw in the Schools of 
Germany, France, Austria, and Switzerland. By L, R. 
Klemm, Ph.D. New York: D. Appleton A Co. 1889. 
81.60. 
It would be difficult to exaggerate the importance of 

this volume to all educators. Dr. Klemm saw the best 
European schools, observed the teaching in them with 
a practical eye, and reports in this book with a critical 
hand and in a conversational stylo all the facts he 
learned. The book fairly bristles with suggestions of 
improved principles and methods of teaching, which 
American teachers will bo quick to try for themselves. 
The descriptiou given of the Herbart movement in 
Halle, will attract attention; and the value of the prin¬ 
ciple that one branch of study should have a logical, 
tangible, and organic connection with many other 
branches, will be tested in our schools. Certainly one 
effect of the experiment would be the destruction of the 
wearying monotony that prevails in many schools. Prof. 
W. T. Harris, in his preface as editor of this Education¬ 
al Series, of which this volume is the last, gives the 
comforting assurance that “ while, on the one hand, our 
institutions make the possession of property more se¬ 
cure, on the other hand we insist more and more that 
the period of helpless infancy and growing youth shall 
be devoted to education into the ideals that civilization 
has found instrumental to spiritual development” 

Peesonally Condoctkd. By Prank R. Stockton. Illus¬ 
trated by Joseph Pennell, Alfred Parsons, and others. 
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1889. 81.60. 
Mr. Stockton’s inexhaustible and irresistible vein of 

humor—or wo would bettor say, of fun—has perhaps 
made it difficult (or his readers to take him seriously. 
This may account for the feeling of disappmntment 
with which one turns over the pages of his latest book, 
which has no more fun in it than the guide-book itself. 
It is hard to suggest that so much admired a friend has 
his faults, and yet wo cannot but think that Mr. Stock- 
ton might even have found advantage in studying his 
guide-book more closely. There are some very need¬ 
less errors in the book: as. for instance, where the 'Vir¬ 
gin Mary is said to be the subject of the great series of 
Rubens’ paintings in the Louvre, which give the history 
of Mario di Medlcls from her birth to her death. The 
blunder is all the more notable because travellers’ blun¬ 
ders are the very subject in question. Still Mr. Stockton 
has made a readable book, which will bo especially use¬ 
ful to young people contemplating a journey abroad. It 
is fully and well illustrated, and in all respects well 
made. It “ conducts ” its readers over the usual 
“Grand Tour’’—England, Franco, Italy, Switzerland, 
the Rhine, Holland. 

Beoollbctions op the Coubt op the Tuilkmes. By 
Madame Carette, Lady of Honor to the Empress Eu¬ 
genie. Translated from the French by Elizabeth 
Phipps Train. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1889. 
Paper, 60 cents. 
The Recollections begin with the 8th of August, 1868— 

the time when the Queen of England came to Cher¬ 
bourg on a visit to her imperial neighbors, on which 
occasion the author first attracted the attention of the 
Empress, and formed for her that strong affection which 
was afterward developed by constant association with 
her. The Empress is indeed the prominent figure in 
these Recollections, although the scene does not lack of 
other characters of interest. One of tho prettiest anec¬ 
dotes is that of the young Prince, then eleven years old, 
who, when the boat in which the imperial family were 
debarking at a small fishing port, was driven upon the 
rocks through tho blunder of a sailor, replied to the 
Empress’ reassuring “Don’t be afraid, Louis,” “I am 
not, mamma. I have not forgotten that my name is 
Napoleon.” The book brings the story of the Empire 
down to the death of Maximilian, and the end of the 
sad Mexican fiasco. It is well translated, and will make 
the pleasantest possible reading for the family around 
the evening lamp. 

Chabacteb and Cohhent. Selected from the Novels of 
'W. D. Howells. By Minnie Macoun. Boston: Hough¬ 
ton, Miffiin A Co. 188 9. 
Mr. Howells’ telling, epigrammatic style lends itself 

admirably to quotation, and these quotations, short and 
long, are among the best things Mr. Howells has writ¬ 
ten. Among the best—it is not an easy task to select the 
very best in all cases; nor would the covers of this little 
book contain all the pungent and human-nature-reveal- 
ing things which Mr. Howells’ pages contain. 

Studies in Luke’s Gospel. By Charles S. Robinson, 
D.D. New York: American Tract Society. 81.26. 
A second series from the same hand will appear next 

Spring. For discourses so plain, practical, thorough as 
those of Dr. Bobinson, there is always a market. Teach¬ 
ers in Sunday-schools find them suggestive and helpful. 

Gbeat Leadebs. Selected, with Notes and Brief Bio¬ 
graphical Sketches, by S. T. Ferris. New York: D. 
Appleton A Co. 1889. 81.76. 
These historic portraits of the world’s leaders are se¬ 

lected from the best historians, and in most oases repre¬ 
sent the historian’s best style. The book ought to be¬ 
come a Header in the best schools, and will be found use¬ 
ful in any hands. 

Litebaby Landhabes. By Mary K Burt Boston: 
Houghton, Miffiin A Co. 1889. 76 cents. 
This book is a fresh and taking talk on good reading 

for young people, and will prove a good guide to their 
early steps in letters. 

The Stobh’s Giet. By the Author of “Kind Words,” 
Ac. New York: Thomas Nelson A Sons. 1889. 
An Interesting story of a child cast up by a storm on 

the coast of Lancashire, adopted by a manly fisherman 
and.hi8 kind-hearted wife, and long afterwards restored 
to his true name and place. 

The following letter we publish, not only willing-1 
ly, but with the greatest pleasure. It is from the 
pen of the wife of Rev. Dr. Grimke, pastor of the | 
Colored Presbyterian Church in Washington, D. C. 
—a man who is held in high esteem by his brethren ' 
in the ministry, both while and black. The woman-; 
ly warmth with which she writes in favor of her, 
people, does her honor; and we are happy to find so 
many instances of ability and success, that are en- , 
couraging and cheering. May they be multiplied , 
not OqjY f2 AIsaaRadaiDd. but ^1 over our country! i 

WAHHiHGTOS. .Pi CL. 
To the Editor of The Evanoelist ; ^ 

Dhab Sir In your letter of Sept. 26th, entitled! 
“ Relations of Whites and Blacks In the South ma 
compared with the North—Is there a Color LintfjP 
New England ? ” there are some erroneous stal^ 
ments, which I should like to correct. I think you 
will willingly accord me this privilege, as you say 
that you should be glad to be corrected if you have 
made mistakes. As I am identified with the people 
of whom you write, I am naturally anxious that no 
statements in regard to them should be published 
which are not strictly in accordance with the facts; 
especially at this time, when the tendency all over 
the country is to depreciate them. 

First, in regard to the colored people of New Eng¬ 
land, you say “ In half the country there was no ef¬ 
fort to keep them down; for slavery was abolished 
a century ago. From that time the black man has 
had every right that belongs to his white neighbor,” 
etc.... “ With such advantages, a race that had 
natural genius ought to have made great progress 
in a hundred years.” But in fact, it is less than half 
a century since colored people, even in tree Massa¬ 
chusetts, were denied the privilege of attending the 
public schools, and of riding in the public convey¬ 
ances. Frederick Douglass was forcibly ejected from 
a stage coach running from Salem to Lynn, and 
there were other instances of the kind You are 
doubtless familiar with the story of Prudence Cran¬ 
dall, who for attempting to establish a boarding 
school for colored girls in Canterbury, Conn., was 
most outrageously persecuted and Insulted by the 
citizens of the place, and finally imprisoned ana her 
schoolhouse set on fire. Through the infiuence of 
these citizens upon the Legislature,a “ Black Law ” 
was enacted, forbidding any person to establish in 
the State any school, academy, or literary institu¬ 
tion for the instruction or education of colored per¬ 
sons who are not inhabitants of the State, “ without 
the consent in writing first obtained of a majority 
of the civil authority, and also of the selectmen of 
the town, in which such school, academy, or literary 
institution is situated,” etc. We are told that “ on 
the receipt of the tidings that the Legislature had 
passed the law, joy and exultation ran wild in Can¬ 
terbury. The bells were rung and a cannon fired 
until all the inhabitants for miles around were In¬ 
formed of the triumph.” 

In another New England town, a schoo'house was 
fired into and afterward destroyed, because Henry 
Highland Garnett and other colored young men 
were admitted as students. In view of such facts as 
these and many others that could be adduced, show¬ 
ing the same spirit, is it quite fair to say that (or a 
century in New England “the black man has had 
every right that belongs to his white neighbor,” 
and that “ with such advantages, a race that had 
natural genius ought to have made great progress 
in a hundred years” ? 

Now as to the present condition of the colored peo¬ 
ple In New England, you say "I look about me hero 
In New England and I see a few colored men; bat 
what are they doing? They work in the fields; 
they hoe the com; they dig potatoes; the women 
take in washing. I find colored barbers and white- 
washers, shoeblacks and chimney-sweeps; but not 
a colored man who has grown to be a merchant 
or a banker, a judge or a lawyer to practice even in 
the petty courts, a member of the Legislature or a 
justice of the peace, or even a selectman of the town. 
In all of these respects they remain where they were 
in the days of our fathers.” 

In answer to this, I send you the following facts, 
which have been forwarded to me by my brother-in- 
law, A. H. Grimkd, a lawyer, who has been long a 
resident of Massachusetts: “There are about a 
dozen colored lawyers in Massachusetts, a majority 
of whom are justices of the peace. There has been 
a colored man in the Legislature every year stose 
1882. Prior to that period, there was a colored mem¬ 
ber of the Legislature every second or third year 
since the close of the war. Twice during these peri¬ 
ods, two colored men were members at the same 
time. Every year there are three or four colored 
members of the Republican State Convention, and 
this year there was a colored member of the Demo¬ 
cratic State Convention as well. Mr. J. C. Chap- 
pelle is at present a member of the Republican State 
Central Committee. In my own town of Hyde Park, 
a colored man is Sealer of Weights and Measures. 
If you will allow a personal reference, 1 am one of 

be prayed for the mod are absent, 
prayer-meeting not only makes the pastor’s 
heart sick, but it sends its slow paralysis 
through the whole Church. 

“ What is the matter with us ? ’* says one 
church member. “ Had we not better look for 
another minister?’’ says another. “Perhaps 
we had better invite an evangelist to come and 
revive us,’’ suggests a third brother. “ People 
are attracted by fine music; let us get up a 
fine choir,’’ suggests an aesthetic brother, who 
attends the opera generally on the prayer¬ 
meeting evening. Good friends, there is no 
mystery about the state of your church. You 
are drifting away from God! You are freezing 
to death, as people always freeze when they 
get too far from ^e source of all heat and life. 
That poor, sickly, declining prayer-meeting is 
not merely a symptom of a declining church; 
it is one great cause of your decline. Revival 
and recovery, if it come at all, must come 
there, and had better begin there. The few 
who have stayed by the mercy-seat all along 
should direct their prayers “ at a mark,” and 
that is for the descent of the Holy Spirit as a 
fire from heaven. The deserters, who have 
brought themselves and the church also into 
its present diseased and enfeebled condition, 
must “ face about,” and go back to their de¬ 
serted place of duty. Returning health cannot 
come from pulpit or music loft, from minister 
or evangelist; it can only come from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and it will only come to those 
who penitently pray for the blessing, and are 
ready to work to secure it. Until that sick 
prayer-meeting begins to amend, there is not 
much hope for your declining church. Call 
for the Great Physician taere ! 

FROM A PROFESSOR IN A CUMBERLAND 
PRESBYTEaiAN THEOLOGICAL SEHIIIART. 

As we admit so freely criticisms on tho views we 
have expressed in regard to the South, it is but fair 
to ourselves to let our readers see that there Is an¬ 
other side to these questions—a side that is held by 
those who are perhaps better Informed than some 
who have shown themselves full of zeal for what 
they believe to be right, but who have not had the 
same opportunities of observation, nor considered 
so fully the extreme difficulties of the problem to be 
solved \ 

Lebanon, Tenn., Oct. 14,1889. 

Rbv. Henry M. Field, D.D.: Dear Sir, I have re¬ 
cently renewed my subscription for another year to 
that excellent paper. The New York Evangelist, 
and I feel moved also to write a line to you, its Ed¬ 
itor. 1 am a member of the Cumberland Presbyte¬ 
rian Church, a Professor of some dozen years’ stand¬ 
ing in its Theological Seminary, and a graduate 
from the Union Theological Seminary, New York— 
which statements I make, because to you I am a 
stranger. One of my pleasant memories of the 
great city, is the recollection of a lecture which I 
heard you deliver in one of the churches shortly af¬ 
ter your journey around the globe. 

I read the denominational parts of The Evangel¬ 
ist as an outsider, perhaps, and yet not wholly so. 
For if there are differences between your Church 
and mine, are there not also agreements, and are 
we not all members of the same Great Shepherd’s 
fold? 

But I write to you chiefly to say this; In none of 
the Northern journals, of which many, either regu¬ 
larly or Irregularly, come to my table, have I ever 
seen any discussion of the Southern Negro question 
so eminently characterized by fairness, truth, and 
soberness, as are the articles from your pen pub¬ 
lished in 'The Evangelist. 'While some of course 
do not exnress themselves on the subject in one way 
or another, it would often seem, on the other hand, 
tUkt you are the only writer who has taken the pains 
toinform himself of the situation by study and per- 
soaal observations among the people of whom he 
writes. The crabbed misrepresentation, and goad¬ 
ing, snappy criticism, to which currency is only too 
often given in the papers and heavier poUtlcal mag¬ 
azines, do a vast deal more of harm than good. 

Permit me to say that both the spirit and the sub- 
jedc-matter of your letters indicate on your part a 
noble willingness to admit that the Southern white 
people are, as a rule, trying to do right; and it is 
also certain that they would more nearly and more 
quickly succeed, if it were not for what seems to be 
the ill-natured meddlesomeness of some of those 
who see only from afar off. No spcial or any other 
problem can be settled before its time. The man 
who lovesJiiB country beet, whether he be Republi¬ 
can or Democrat, politician or minister'of the Gos¬ 
pel, is not the man who would keep up a perpetual 

“ man stiU bears,” further quoting Mr. Darwin, “ in 
his bodily frame the indelible stamp of his lowly 
origin.” R. G. 

Lenox, Mass. 

A FEW PLAIN QUESTIONS. 
The President of a bank in this city, who is also a 

ruling elder in one of our largest churches, sends 
us the following inquiries, by a reply to which his 
own mind, and perhaps the minds of others, would 
be greatly relieved: 

For some months a plain Presbyterian, who never 
doubted that he was a Presbyterian, with a long 
line of Presbyterian blood in his veins, who saw his 
father and mother die in great tranquillity, with the 
Scriptures and Confession of Faith lying close be¬ 
side them, say “ it is better to depart and be with 
Christ,” pointing their sons to these and saying 
“ these have been sufficient, hold fast to them and 
come up to us later on.” 

He is asked officially to declare, to give his opinion 
as to whether that Confession is misleading, and 
does not express th^ doctrines ot the Scriptures. 

My innermost soul proteets against departing 
from it or putting it away, and yet Dr. McCosh, for 
whom I have great veneration, says “ I should like 
to have in the Presbyterian Church a shorter and 
simpler creed than the Westminster Confession.” 

Will Dr. McCosh or some other Doctor of Divinity 
give us in a “ deadly parallel ” column in your paper 
the objectlonnble expressions of the Confession and 
over against them the verses of Scripture, from 
Christ himself or from the Apostles or from the Old 
Testament, giving number of chapters and verse 
from which the Westminster Assembly is supposed 
most likely to have derived these expressions. 

Moreover, now let such Doctor of Divinity reverse 
the columns, stating the same Scriptures or addi¬ 
tions thereto, and say in parallel column, what the 
expressions of that Assembly ought to have been, 
or a like Assembly would now say, if in session. 

It seems to me that in all discussions the burden 
of the song has been what yopng men want, or 
what intending church members want, rather than 
what the Scriptures really say, however hard the 
expression—for we are taught to “ search the Scrip¬ 
tures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life.” 
I prefer to do this, rather than to search any Con¬ 
fession for eternal life. Have not the results over 
the world in the last one hundred years, given full 
proof of what this Sjrstem of Doctrine is doing ? 
But may there not be many, who seeing this great 
division among those who are supposed to have 
searched the Scriptures—nay, inde^, are saying, 
there is so much doubt among the doctors, I prefer 
to think independently of the Scriptures, independ¬ 
ently of the doctors, as I please, saying as they go 
about the city, these hospitals for the comfort of 
ten thousand invalids, the halt and the blind, is a 

A SATISFACTORY BESCLT. 

A very interesting debate recently occurred 
in the British House ot Commons while the 
“ Universities [Scotland] Bill ” was under con¬ 
sideration, and on a motion to abolish theo¬ 
logical tests for the election, or continuance, 
of theological professors in such universities, 
the Lord Advocate having previously stated 
that the Government had already determined 
to abolish such tests in the cases‘of “lay” 
professors. In support of the motion, it was 
urged that it would bo a national benefit if 
there were a free theological Faculty in every 
university in Scotland, although the precise 
form of the benefit aforesaid was not indicat 
•d. One honorable Member declared that 
Scotch theological professors should no long¬ 
er be obliged to declare an adherence to the 
Westminster Confession, because that Confes¬ 
sion was offensive to Roman Catholics I 

In reply to these and kindred objections, it 
was earnestly urged that the abolition of the¬ 
ological tests in the cases of theological pro¬ 
fessors, might result in filling theological 
chairs with teachers of both general and the¬ 
ological skepticism, whose lectures would 
ruin every Scotch university, and that the 
present Westminster Confession was generally 
acceptable to the Scotch people. After an ear¬ 
nest and forcible speech against the motion by 
Mr. Gladstone, in which he declared that the 
proposed amendment would exclude from the¬ 
ological professorships not only a majority of 
the Presbyterian people, but a majority of the 
people of Scotland, and that it would prove un¬ 
just in its operation^, the motion was regected 
by the satisfactory vote of 219 against 157. 

A. C. Armstrong A Son of New York and EUiot Stock 
of London will soon issue a/oc-stmtie of the first edition 
of John Banyan’s “ Country Rhymes,” whioh has recent¬ 
ly been disoovered and aoqulred by the British Maseam. 
The Rev. John Brown of Bedford wiU furnish an intro- 
duotlon, giving the history of the little volume. 

The Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts has published a “ RciHy to 
Misrepresentations (Mroulated by Advocates of the Sat¬ 
urday Sabbath,” of whioh any one can obtain a free 
sample copy by writing to the Amerioan Sabbath Union. 
28 Park Row, New York. 




