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WHITED SEPULCHRE

The American Church Morally
Dead When It Com@es to
Race Problem,

——

THE PRESBYTERIAN FALL

Ministers Sacrifice to Southern
Prejudice 20,000 Black Com-
munlcants — Rebuked by ir.
Grimke, Justice Harlan and
President Gordon — Maryland
Ministers Oppose Disfranchise-
ment-Mrs, Terrell's Address,

giafl Correspondence of THE AGE
Wasnivaros, April 17.—The American

Church in dealing with the Afro-American does
not know and never has known what real
Christianity is. Before the war and the di-
atruction of slavery, the Abolitionists indicted
it as the bulwark of buman slavery. The in-
. dictment was Lried and impartial history has
returned a verdict of guilty agalost the
Charch.

" It was the bulwark of chattel slavery. It is
to-day the bulwark of mece prejudice, the fore-
runner of caste feelings and distinetivns in
the United States, Were it to do s duty
Lo-day, to li=e p for s single year to the prin-
ciples of Je %, to the Uolden Rule and His
Sermon on b+ Mount, there would be at the
end of that (ime Do more race questiot, RO
more Negr¢ yroblem to vex the counlry in
general and the Afro-America people i par-

tioular. The Charch of Christ, were it sotu-
ated by the spirit of the Mastar, could bri
vn could make the white mans
jon and the black man's lsmb  lie down L=
gether in all paris of the country, and the
child Jesus would lead them to human fellow-
ship, to Chrigtian brotherhood in this Hepub-
lic, which is now torn and tormeated by the

devils of reiudice and race oppression.
el e ul?m

These devils are in possession
Whoy are slso in possession of the p'ult- ts of
the Lru:l They are the makers of blic sen-

timent noninst the Af mﬁmnilnn. vorth and
South, East and West alike. Nowhere in this
Church is the Afro-American Wat

trea t which meet him on the
ﬂrl;nmﬁm in l:m face like sleet, and drive him

bruised in spirit and bleading with from
its doors. Jesus, the Good &wﬁﬁm

happen to
rest of the flock.

And this is Americas Christianity, or rather
American L‘hur-:himltz, for Christianity it
surely is not, judged by
Jesus set up when
was the friend of
Jews and Gentiles. Before Him the despised
Samaritan was tho equal of the proudest de-
scendant of the House of Duvid, and His di-
vine scheme of salvation embraced the witle
human family on equal footing, whether rich
or poor, high or low, learned or ignorant,white
or bluck. y were then all one in Christ
Josus. This is ensphatieally not 8o to-day in
the American Church, which divides mankind
into believers, unbelicvers and Nogroes. In-
deed, wors Josus to eome Into America inthis
ear of grace with a dark skin, with a trace of

g ro htn-l.l in his wveins, the Church would
reject him, slam all of its doors in his face,
This corrosive neid of race prejudice, of colos
distinetion, has eaten deep into the body of
the American Church, It has bitten throughall
denominstional differencesand tissoes into the
false soul of all sacts of so called believers,
Not even the Salvation Army people have
escaped the eovenomed lLeeth of colorpiobin

Some time ago & physiclan in this ity was
in attendance upon & poor patient when i
member of the Salvation Army entored, This
woman, with more zeal than diseretion, pro-

ceeded to question  the ywician, “Du you
know Jeaus?” To which promptly roplied
“Yea"  “What do you know about Lim?"

was the next searching question of the Salva-
tion inquisitor. And the physician answered:
“| know him to be & vulilr ne colored geotle-
man!® Whereupon the (nquisitor exclamed:
“Blasphemy, blasphemy!" The physician, who
i a wit, then tumed inquisitor. *“What is
blasphemy,” he asked, “is it that 1 said ihat
Jesus was a gentleman? “No,” answered the
excited Salvation agent, “but you said that he
was a colored geotleman,” Comment is need-
less. American color-prejudics, not geonine
Christ innity, spoke l'.h.mnfh that woman and
revealed as in & flash her foolish and unchris-
tian contempt of some men becanss of their
race and color,
A short while n.girl the Christinnity of the
interdenominational clergy of Washington was
putto the test on this question am proved
wanting. They were too full of mee preju-
.dice to have Afro-Amoerican mombers of
clergy meet with them in conference to con-
aider the |-|11h£:rl of moral and religious in-
struction in the public schools, although these
same Afro-American  ministers ropresanted a
third of the school population of the capital.
During the past week the Preshyterian Church
has been put toa similar test in the Prosby-
teey of Washington, and it, too, failed to
i “u-ﬂl. It fell down boalorm this idnl ol
the Nation, Awerican color-prejudice, and
ghowad in the fall the horms, the eloven feet,
and even the eaudal appondage of its real lord
il mastor, Not eve thia last amd sorry
proof of its obsession ¢ quld be tucked out of
sight under ta long sanctimonions garments
of pretence und ingincerity, Below the long-
enl robe of deceltiul words and hollow pro-
fessione showed the il of the serpenl al
colorphobing whose trail, olas! waa upon all.
Nao, not upon all, s shall preseatly appasr.
The overiure for separaic Presbytories for
white wnd Afro-American churches, anil the
ovierture for union with the Comberland Pres-
||"|.'|:|-J'|.J|| Uhireh with the Presbyterian Church
of tha United States of -'q.la-i'riq:.. came up for
netion on Apeil 11 bafore the Presbytery of
Washington, Aml the Preshytery of Wash-
ington has  put itself on  record in fTavor of
both overtures by an overwlislmin majority.
The Afro-American hns bevn tumed down and
shut out on account of his race and color by a
h“'.'_'l-'_“li mien professing to be alisvers in thin
religion of Himin Whom thers (s nalthar Jow,
Greek, nor Geatile, seither cireumeissd nor
uncircumeissd, ut the inlimy was not con-
summnted before Jesns YR -r|-;|j in the midst
of that reereant body of profesed followem,
and spoke to them wemorable words of rebnke
froem the motths of His annointed servants in

that psembly, [t was something 10 withess
andto remember, boo, the countenances of
Lhat gathering of PPrealictorian minleters and
e ldiere w Wil the Savonorols-liks Hepars  and
'I-1I- L | ll-: vl st o i the i’l[h‘{'lllh
Bty Proshiytorian  Choreh rose  in the
Pl it il Woat miinster Chureh, and

Ihl"lr il '-i"| it Nis t1.-||||-|'||
'l;fl_hrli 1If-'.=!.-' TGt and depuncialion
or nens i botir the Divipe Mastéer [al-
mined Trom this good man's lipe. The tlﬁhm

the hot torrent

of the Master, touched with l.olﬁnnl
the conscience of that body and ono flest-
t with life. Do

a moment qulckened
spoke loag and earnestly, and said:
It may not be ., but wo must stand up

for Illlﬂﬁ & no option lelt to us ns
m% rist was not nshamed to eat with
w |.nd|lnmlml5ndll'nndhluulr
men O ecoulr lhlrmh.{:LrI-l
died for all races
.'I:lnu;re.thltnd“' sy o any mace,
2 mbe; stan yourselves."" 1L
l'unlrhlp:hnmin our foran of gnvern

ment,
The succoss of the work In our church has been
because the colored men have wot been [
gated, 1t s not the splritof Christ o bhu [
moce and lgnore thelr mar . The L pro
mlﬂﬂllﬂm‘mu in the Bouth has

awing o the ald given the Board for

Freedmen

Work Ami while In the North
ther= s no J;“m nuy church board, This
complexion o rios has nothing whatever
todo with the growih of Pre by torianism nme
elther white or black ; It depends on the nmoul
of and guergy put into the work,
Presbyterinn  General Assembly worked
ltsell up intw & (ren nst exhibiting the
Liberty Bell on the Ea Isiat 14 was willing to
wet up the color e,  Verily, this (s tithiug mint
and anke¢ and cumin snd omitting the nl:nﬂur

matters of the law, .Wﬁ'mlll‘-‘ he isuo
usrely, and we must up 1
rist st up of sever our connection i,

L
b e i S

ply & movement to cater G Bouthem sentiment,
wim. holds that the white man d him-
lﬂl:{ -tn:uﬁnl affillation with the k mun
Up until even the presont time, white met and
women who go South to work among the colored
men are ostmcised, An eminent lishman
recently said, ©1 have worked hard

Humm calored m. and there are pot
15 five white men In elty of Atauta who
invite me into thelr W

It Is m hase s er woeuch seutiment na that

for the great l‘mh{lﬂhn Chureh to ado !
an overture os that proposed 7 Y -

| sunetimes wonder how wod can st still ana
gov such things golng on Intke Presh
Chureh : it must be an abomination unto . 1

would be shameful w0 approve unlon with the
O b Preshyterians, thus diluting Calvin-

wm mnd sncrifieing twentv or thirty thousand
falthiul old wembers of the colored moe,

Dr. Grimke's address extorted applavse from
his sudience, und his lnst burning worids were
still ringing in the church when severul
men were on their feet, seaking to gain the
foor, and among them, towering i llhm'?
tha tallest, stond the venerable form ©
the famous Sopreme Court Judge and

d old fricad of the Alro-Americans, Mr.
ustice Harlan. After saying that he con
siderad itn privilege to have heard Dr. Grimke's
address, Judge Harlan proceeded to put himself
on record against the Em:lp'la involved inthe
overture, saying that he was agninst sepanite
Presbyteries for whites and blackseven if the
whites and the blacks were to agres mutually
to have them. For Christianity bas nothing to
do with race, but only with men. “Let us,”
he concluded in weighty words, “stand in the
wav of the [athers, and sy to the world that
as lar a8 our church is concerned, we are mce
blind and color blind.” And again for a fleet-
ing momwent the wurhlmmrt of the Presby-
tery burst into fitful o in the long con-
tinwed applause which followed those noble

words

The address of Dr, John Gordon, president
of Howard University, was bardly walis
factory. For he opposed the overturs on high
;mmm. Ho bad found that the color line,
whother on railroads or in the church, which
shuts ope race out shuts the other moe out
also. Asan American citizen he

Trustees of Howard Universit
leaders in the (ienernl Aﬂ: st
union with the Comberland

pense of the Afro-American,
one of the leaders in favor of
the Washington I tery last week.

The overture for “Jim Crow™ Presbyteries
was fioally adopted by a vote of 41 to 2. The
Washington Presbytery has thus put itself on
repord in favor of this ecclesiastical infamy.
And the great Presbytérian Church of the
United States of America is about to put itself
also on record in favor likewise of the infamy.
For the sake of union with the Cumberland
Church It has eotnsented to humiliate 20,0060
of its Afro-Ameticans members, to part with
its nohle horitage of Christian brotherhood
and equality for u mess of Bouthern polla e,
to betray its Lord and Master for less than
thirty p’.'r-q:ﬂ of silver, 1o daliver him agnin,
in the persons of his little ones, to the nzonies
of anoither Gethsemene and the tortures of
another cross. It hascommitted this greal
crime agninst Uhristianity, ngainst humanity,
in deference to race projudice, in order to
square itsel! with American caste fealin
h--.ltrhird not upen character but upon color
ouly.

Whittier's awful lnment over Webster in that
tarrible poem  colled “Jehabod” may to-day
issue from the lips of the 20 000 eolored mem-
bars over Lhe fnlli-ur their church:

o fallen! o lost! the light withdmmwn
Which onee she wore!
xray b

The wlary froon her II':I'I guiie

For evermore!

Theu, pay the reverenes of old days
Tiow hier dend Iame;

Walk backwand with averted gase,
And hide her shame!

We are glad to note, among 8o moch that s
disconme ng and nochristian about the Ameri-
can ' urch on the mes question, the setion of
be Daltimore M, E. Conference which met in
this city, relative to the constitn-
tional amendment by Mary lookineg to the
disfranchisement of 1ts Afro-American oitizens.
The conference placed itsell on record by an
emphatic resolu'ion and & no less emphatic
vt neninst the iniguitons scheme of Gorman
and Cumrwg. Faithful among the faithless it
is found in America to-day.

At the opening meeting of the National
Council of Women of the United 8 Mre,
Mury Church Terrell made an excellent address
on “Citizenship From a Woman's Point of
View" She said among other good things:

The eoloped women of the rmll.tl?' are iloln
as much o promolo fl'lllﬂ citisenship as thefr
more fortunate white sisters, This is interpreted
by them to mean an lntellaent andl tenmder care
for thelr etildren and & cousclentious anil eare-
ful comslderntion of every question which con.
corns bhe wiel fare of the rmee.  They fec! a groat
apprehension for the futare nf their youth, whom
uul}lln-l. dlseriminations in the Beld of lnbor may
soniid to the poorhouse or to the jall. For that
Pisiksinn Wi lul It our duty to preach e dignity
of labor in season and out, and we are urging
our youth to make theniselves proficlent in the
varlous trmiles

We are naking our sisters of the dominant mee
tor widl us andd to show that they are cltlsens
by throwing their influence on the slde ol Justice
and pight. We am asking them to teach the
whitg children of lo<dny thatl whon they grow up
to be men and women, i they doliberntely
vient thelr brothers and sisters ol a darker hue
from earnng an honest living h;_;.-lmmq the
doors of trade aguinst them, the ther of all
will hold them responsible for the erimes which
are the result of their injustice and for the
humat wreoks ruthles hope and lost ambltion

nlways make

AncHinatp H. GRIMKE
= EE
Hotel Arrivals,

Rocent arrivals at the (larendor House are:
1. E Ennis, Bayone, N. J.: R T, Hydin, Lin-
cotn University; Geo, K. Lee andd Mr. and Mrs,
1. Williams, Raltimore; E, Mouldin, SBavannah,
Ga., Claborn Howard, Robt., Palmer, and W,
H. Frazier and wile, Washington; La j Martin
and wife, Westbury, L. L L. I Rickey and
wife, Naples; Mr. and Mre. Chavis, Ashury
Purk; G, D. Garwood, Montreal; M. Perry nnd
wifs. Albuny; Chas. H. Smith, Morristows,
%, V.: Lona Garnoelt, Versaillles, Hi‘.: w. .
Miller, and Mr, and Mrs, W, H, Dinsmuore,
Philadelphing Phil H. Hayden, and L. M. Nalson
anid wife, Princeton; Iev. and Mr M. J
Paloeer, (inrmantawn J. D, Corter, Flatbush;
Mr. and M. Horbert Cox, Loong Branch, N. J.

Arrivals at the Hotal Mnoso are: B J.
Chestnut and  'Wm. A. Hinton, Cambridge,

Mass: C. . Runtis, Jrs Peckskill; Mr. and
N ., . B & Nowark, Hi J.',:l' .
pire. 3. 0. FOM s and G, W,

wralh of the prosdcher b
spiritial bablde of the ]';Pr-:ﬂf:'ymtﬂO::;
its meanness, (ts BarTowDess, its hJ betrayal

-

Henderson, Providence;
Centre Moriches, Ls I
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