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PREFACE.

It was said by Bacon  that biography,
especially auto-Wography, is generally more
interesting and instructive than any other kind
of writing, as it comes home to every man’s
business and bosom. That the record of God’s
providential dealing with his people, and of
their various soul-exercises, is most eminently
calculated to be useful, we may know by
the-fact that a large part of the sacred volume
is composed of such recofds. An enlarged
acquaintance with the vicissitudes and trials
avhich some of God’s people have been called
to meet, will greatly tend to nerve us under
similar trials, and ‘prevent our fainting in the
day of adversity, or feeling that some strange
thing -has happened unto us. How many a
weary pilgrim ready to faint in his heaven-
avard journey has been refreshed and cheered,
in the good providence of God, by the me-
moirs of Boston, Halyburton, the Erskines!—

How many have been stirred up to a greater
1*
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degree of self-devotement to the service of God,
to a more complete denia] of self, and weaned-
ness from the world, from thelife and letters of
Alleine—Brainerd—Martyn, Newton, Scott,
Wilberforce.© Many a Christian, too, whose
sphere in life is so humble and secluded as to
afford few incidents of note, whose memoirs
‘cannot perhaps awaken the zeal or admiration
of the reader, yet has been Blessed to confirm
the feeble, and to strengthen the hands that,
hang down, by showing that God gives his
very choicest blessings to the humble, dwelling
in their hearts—and beautifying those meek

ones with his salvation. Mrs. Lilias Campbell,

Mrs. West, Mrs. Graham, and a lovely one,
but lately gone to heaven, Mary Lundie Dun-
can, are examples of this class. The memory

of the just is blessed—blessed to the just who = -

live afterward. The knowledge of God’s
goodness to departed saints begets a trustful-
ness in us, that he will be true to all his
promises. God will not forget his people—
neither will he quit or forsake his own inhe-
ritance. This delightful feeling was beautiful-
ly exemplified in the case of the wife of Calvin
on her deathsed—¢~O glorious Resurrection !’
said she, “God of Abraham, and all our fa-
thers! The faithful have, for so many
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ages, hoped in thee, and not one has been dis-
- appointed. I will also hope.”

This hope, which is incited by the know-
ledge that the love of God has been savingly
manifested in those long since departed, is
strengthened when any of our contemporaries
are evidently the objects of God’s electing
. love: we see that even in our day, upon whom
the ends of the world are come, his hand is
not shortened that it cannot save. He still has
a seed to serve him. Even in these evil days
God has reserved some who have not defiled
their garments. ‘

These considerations have induced mapy
who were zealous for the honour of God ﬁ
for the good of souls, to believe it to be their
duty to record some of the most remarkable
dealings of Providence towards them, and the
" exercises of their souls under them. Though
these writings have been generally viewed
with favour by the rellglous world from the
intuitive evidence they give of ﬁdehty, yet
there are”not wanting persons who view such
disclosures of devotional feeling with distrust
and suspicion, and who severely animadvert
on the motives of persons who make such
disclosures. It isnot to be denied that sin,
even in the children of God, defiles in some

Pl
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measure every thought, word and action, and
that, notwithstanding all their endeavours to
the contrary, feelings of prlde not wholly

~ mortified may mingle in their motives in en-

gaging in the most solemn duty. But those
who have spiritual discernment will readily
believe that the motives which induce persons
to declare what God has done for their soul
have been as pure as any that can actuate our
race, love to God, and love to man.

A very pious man—the author of the Retro-
spect—in the preface to the fifteenth edition of
his work, says: « With gratitude and surprise
I perceive that fourteen editions of this book
‘have gone into the world, and with sorrow I
confess that nothing has been added to the
original matter. His conscience smote him.
Have you, during all this period recollected
nothing more of the Lord’s goodness and mer-
cy? Has nothing transpired during all the
years that have fled since you wound up your
Retrospect worthy of being recorded to.the
praise of the riches of Divine grace? Under?
these impressions he resumed his pen dnd
,drew up:nine additional chapters.”

The incidents inthe life of any child of God,
if faithfully narrated, would doubtless tend to
deepen the conviction, but too faintly impress-
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ed on us all, that « they that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”” Not
always the same kind, but some kind, the faith-
ful and true shall surely suffer. God has seen
it necessary to give precept upon precept in
this matter. The whole book of Job was
written that we might speak and think right-
ly of God, and not as Job’s friends spake and
thought. Notwithstanding that Solomon has
said that no man knoweth love or hatred by all
that is before him, yet how prons are we to
imagine, if any are great sufferers, they must
have been great sinners! A short time since
a writer in a New England paper gravely ob-
served—that God had evidently showed he
did not favour the prineiples and practices of
Charles Torrey, for he had not interposed and
opened his prison doors as he once did Peter’s.
% He trusted in God, let him deliver him now
if he will save him:’—said the chief priests, of
Christ, when on the cross.

The writer has a lively recollection of a ser-
mon delivered in Putnam by the late Mr.
David Gordon, on the occasion of a fast short-
ly after the severe troubles in his brother’s
family,from the thirteenth of Luke—¢« Suppose
ye that these Galileans were sinners,” &ec.. In
this discourse the truth that this is not the age
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or dispensation of rewards and punishments
was very clearly and comfortably set forth.

Though it be true that all whom God loves
he  rebukes and chastens, yet are the trials
through which he brings each one, as diversi-
fied as are their several countenances. A few
seem to be exempted in a great measure from
the opposition of the world, but are sorely
tried directly by the gredt adversary of souls, .
others are more exempt from these inward con-
flicts, but are called to endure cruel mockings,
scourgings, and even death. While our great
Exemplar bore all these, together with the
hidings of his Father’s countenance—¢It is
enough for the disciple that he be ashis Master.”
«If they have called the Master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more they of his house-
hold.”

It was the opinion of Cowper that there isa
certain - style of dispensations maintained by
Providence in his dealings with every man,
which, however the incidents of his life may
vary, and though he may be thrown into dif-
ferent situations, is never exchanged for-ano-
ther. Those who read the following memoir
will observe that thestyle of dispensations
peculiar to Mr. Gordon was, as Cowper says,
. eculiar to his own case—that of sudden, vio-
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lent unlooked for change. He was never
wholly exempt from suffering from the reproach-
ful tongue. In all those public questions in
which he interested himself, particularly in
his opposition to masonry, slavery and intem-
perance, he in common with others was subject
to the imputation of unworthy motives. The
‘opposition, however, which he received from
friend or foe was a greater trial to him, than it
might have been tor many others; as, owing to
his extreme nervous debility and bodily weak-
ness, he seemed incapable of enduring hardship
of any kind: yet he found from ample experi-
ence, he could do all things through Christ
who strengthened him.

In conclusion, have we not reason to fear
that the little opposition or persecution which
professors of religion meet with in the present
day, is owing to want of faithfulness and puri-
ty—and that the reason why so few missions of
the present day meet with the persecutions or
the success of apostolical missions, is because
they are not distinguished by their zeal, purity
and faithfulness?
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CHAPTER L

EARLY YEARS.

THE object of the writer in presenting this
biographical sketch of Mr. Gordon, is not to
lease the taste of the literary man, by deve-
oping the character of one devoted to intel-
lectual pursuits—nor is it to delineate an un-
commonly lovely specimen of humani¢y—No,
but to show the riches of Divine grace in one
who felt his own infirmities; and who delight-
ed to feel and designate himself “a sinner
saved by grace”’ 1t is known to the friends
of Mr. Gordon that his life was a remarkably
checkered and eventful one. Often was he
brought through deep waters where to human
eye there was no standing. Sometimes the
breaking waves of God’s billows seemed to
break over him. He had fiery trials. Yet
for many years he doubted not he would at
"last be brought to the “wealthy place.”” It can-
not but be instructive to the children of God
to be made in some measure acquainted with
the exercises of the soul of one whom his hea- -
venly Father saw fit to chasten with sore and
afflictive tfials, and yet to uphold mightily with
his arm.

2 .
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In preparing this Memoir, copious extracts
will be taken from Mr. Gordon’s diary, in
which he seems faithfully to have recorded
some of the most remarkable incidents in his
life since the age of seventeen. It is believed
there can be no impropriety in making at least
part of this publie, as" one design of its being
written was to show what God had done for
his soul. .

_Mr. Gordon was born in Montrose, Scot-
land, in the year 1789. He says: “ My pa-
rents and grandparents on both sides were

r. My mother, Helen Hampton, was of a
weakly constitution. My father was lame—
from which, at times, he suffered great pain,
and was frequently unfit for labour. ~ His earn-
ings, which would not exceed, but often fell
below fifteen shillings sterling per week, were
all the means of our support, and there were
eleven of us, of whom seven died in child-
hood . ... .. Being the oldest who lived, as
soon as I was capable of giving any assistance
it was both needed and required. At the age
of four years, I began to follow my father to
his employment, which was that of a tkread
miller, at which I continued to labour, as I
could, for eight years. My earnings, till my
twentieth year, went wholly to my father;
consequently T had not the means of a com-
mon education in my youth. ,

“ But my parents and grandparents were, I
trust, religious, and continued constant in the
duties of their-scriptural profession, which was
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that of the Secession church, and of the anti-
Burgher side. And I was carefully instruct-
ed according to it. Being immediately under |
my parents till I was thirteen years of age,
my words and actions and company were
strictly watched, which I then thought was a
severe restriction. I do not recollect how
early I was taught to use the Lerd’s prayer.
At the age of seven. I could use the form of
asking a blessing and returning thanks at meals
for myself and brothers. No deficiency in
dress, and scarcely any extremity in the wea-
ther, exempted me from attending on the
-public ordinances of religion. At family wor-
ship I was required to repeat some part of
the chapter read. On the Sabbath evening I
was required to rehearse what I could of the
public discourse.

¢« On ‘these -occasions' my father sometimes
took a review of my conduct through the
week, and set my faults so forcibly before me,
especially my aversion to spiritual things, as -
to make me weep bitterly. It is impossible
to tell what I gained from hearing my father
in conversation with other people, although I
seemed at the time to be giving no attention.
I mention these facts for the following reasons:
First, to pay a tribute of desexved respect to
the memory of my parents. Secondly, to-ex-
press my approbation of their way of edu-
cating their children in the knowledge of re- .
li§ion, which, though com#¥on then, is now
fallen into disuse. And, Thirdly, to give a tes-

- ' S

o —— - .
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timony to the goodness of God towards me,
He might have given me parents rich, but
ungodly, and what would I then have been?
By their diligence I had acquired - the form,
and some knowledge of the ways of godliness,
by the time I had to leave my father’s em-
ploy, and go out into the world, which, al-
though I was ignorant of its power, aided na-
tural conscience in restraining me from sin.
I thought my lot during this time was hard
comparéd with that of others. I had no
money to buy the fashionable play-tools—my
attempts to make them often failed—my
neighbours often laughed at my mortification,
I had no time to use them if I had them; and,
to crown all, the finger of scorn was pointed
at me, because I be?onged to the Secession
church. Small matters in themselves, but
they were as heavy to me at the time as the -
loss of a vessel at sea, or sudden bankruptcy
are to those who have arrived at manhood.
And they were made use of by the Holy Spirit
of God, to convince me even then (not thirteen
years of age) of the vaunity and vexation which
attend upon all human things together, and
with so much clearness and force that it never
afterwards entirely left my mind. :
(1802.) «But the time had now arrived,

- (being thirteen complete) when, the thread-

work failing, I must leave my father. A ba-
ker was found willing to employ and give me
three shillings #gterling per week in bread,
which saved my feeble mother the labour of
baking. g N

-
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«Here I had temptations and examples of
iniquity in abundance, which I was inclined
to follow to some extent. But I underwent
the drudgery of a slave from six o’clock in the
morning, till ten and eleven in the evening,
" which disgusted me, both at my companions and
business, and so the usage and hard treatment
which made my life bitter, was mercifull
ordered as a means to hold me back from fall-
.ing in love. with a number of sins.
¢ After continuing fourteen months at this,
I left it and was bound apprentice to the cot-
ton-weaving business. Here times were bet-
ter, and companions more discreet, but by so
much my temptations to imitate their decent
vices became the stronger. After some time
I was removed from a large shop, and placed
under the care of a man who wrought alone.
He was considered sober, was a professor of
religion, and my parents had no apprehension
of any evil. But, after all, this quiet situation
seemed on review. to be the snare of the devil.
This man was quietly a filthy obscene man,
and his sly tongue was a moral contagion. -
But before my time was up, the agreement
was mutually dissolved, and I was once more
under my father. By this event I was pro-
bably saved from ruin. ' :
“ It was not long after this, till a tempting
offer was made to my father from another
bake-house—managed by a widow of good re-
pute. Her foreman was % member of our
church. There were two other boys besides
. 2
. ]

“
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me, one of whom was qualified to lead in all
mischief,.and unhappily I was fondest of him,
and we were together night and day.

« We made some bold advances in sin, ma-
king free with the Sabbath to stay away from
church, and to spend it in amusement. We .
obtained some pieces of bad money,‘and after
washing them with quicksilver, passed them.
The other boy and I were by him, at one
time, enticed to steal some of the bread. It
was here also, that for the first and only time
in my life I swore, 1 swore by the Devil,

-thinking to be liké 'the rest. But I had no

sooner used the word than conscience smote
me, and said, what? you swear? They know
no better, but you!

« But this son of mischief was dismissed,
. and our intimacy broken off. Shortly after-
wards meeting me, he abused me very much.
We parted and never again met. At this mo-
ment conscience again spoke and said, ‘I de-
_served all his ill usage, for I had forsaken my
father’s advice to follow this wretch, and God
had stirred him up to punish me.’ ‘

“I now slept alone and had many reflec-
tions. About this time I had an alarming view
of my sins. I saw them to be much more ag-
gravated in me than in others who had not
such instructions, and I felt assured that hell
must be the end of my present cqurse. I
thought of reformation, but not of pardon
through the blood-of Christ. I at once firmly
vesolved to leave off all my sins, and do every

>
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duty. I would speak no more vain words,
~would pray evening and morning, read the
Bible, and keep the Sabbath. I was greatly
pleased with this resolve, and with myself for
making it. But, alas! it was but a very short
time till I was plunged deeper in the ditch
than ever. The same remedy was often
repeated and with no better success. If now
came into my mind, probably from Satan, that
I was doing nothing in these resolutions and
prayers but acting the hypocrite.—It was of
no use to try any more what was impossible,
and I might as well give it over, and follow
my inclinations like other boys. But I durst
not venture on this, for I was well convinced
that it must end in destruction. My employ-
ment required my attention on the Sabbath.
* evening: this was not right, and I was willing
now to blame my employment with all my
miscarriages, and, therefore, I could not expect
. peace, so long as I was at it, and as soon as I
could find some other thing to do, I resolved
to leave it. This was another legal method to
appease God and pacify my conscience.
“There was at this time great encourage-
ment to the manufacturing of sail-cloth for
government commissions, as the war between |
Britain and France was prosecuted with vigour.
I went to ity and found the labour severe, but
the wageg good. There were sixteen of us in
the same shop, and some of them wicked
enough, but every one concerned himself with
his own business only. The prospect of ma-

*
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king the world will keep even the wicked
still, for a time. .-

«] was here only a short time till the fore-
man made choice of me for an assistant in the
ware-room. The wages were not great, (seven
shillings per week) but they were sure. My
situation was now perhaps more perilous than
ever. This foreman was a Deist of the gross-
est sort. There were in Montrose, my native
town, a great many of them about this time.
Some of them went the awful length of burn-
ing the Bible, and gave vent to the most hor-
rible blasphemy. The hand of God was, I

“think, visible in the death of a great many of
them. Some dying in the most extreme tor-
ments of soul, uttering awful curses, and ex-

. pressing their certain cenvictions of going to

the Devil. One died suddenly, his bowels

%assing from him. Another, while reading

urns’ poems on a Sabbath, and laughing

" heartily at his profanity, vomited a few mouth-

fuls of blood and expired., Another of them
dropt dead on the side-walk—and about two
years after another dropped down dead in the
same.place. : :

“This man whom I assisted was what has
been termed a mortal deist. [Materialist.] His
creed was—The world had no beginning and
will have no end—There is neither a heaven
nor a hell, nor angel nor devil—Vghen man
dies, he is done—The Sabbath—the Christian
religion, is nothing but a device of the rich to
please the poor and keep them under. He




REV. A. GORDON. 21

spent his Sabbaths in the tavern—gbt'drunk—
was licentious, although a married man. I
was frequently solicited by him to draw in
this poison—but my father’s teaching hid too
much light in it to be extinguished by such
gross blasphemy. His bold assertions had no
weight on my mind, and, besides, I observed
he had no confidence in them himself. For
while he denied there was any devil his curse
always was, ¢Devil damn.” If there was a
high wind during the night, it struck his mind
with such terror that he could not stay in the
house, and I have known him walk the whole
of a starmy night in the fields. I heard him
reprove with great severity his bastard
daughter, for saying, ‘By my faith.” T found
no difficulty in disbelieving this inconsistent
and absurd creature, and rejected his sentiments
with’ indignation. But Satan, as I believe,
took another method to carry his purpose re--
specting me; for after this man had tried his
arguments on me without effect, I found m
mind troubled with horrid thoughts about God
and revealed religion, which I could not ban-
ish. ‘How do I know that the Bible is not a
cheat? Do not the Turks believe as sincerely
in their Koran? Perhaps it may be just as
true as the Bible, I see a number of denomi-
nations each claiming to be right. Perhaps
any of them is as near the truth as our church.
Perhaps they are all deluded. Ministers seem
to be in earnest when they preach, but they
get money for it. What if there be no God,

—
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no religion?” These, and a multitude of simi-
lar suggestions, filled me with indescribable
torrors and consternation. My belief, which
rested chiefly on the authority of my father,
seemed now to be shaken off its foundation. I
was afraid to believe, yet terrified to dis-
believe, and knew not what to do. At length,
I thought of an expedient, but not the right
. one. I thought, if I were only out of hearmg
and seeing of this brutish man, my mind woul
become quiet, and my belief would again be
settled as it was before. Noboedy knew of my
trouble, but my determination to leave my
place could not be a secret long. My father
and uncle were both employed under this
man, and might be affected by the step I was
about to take, and must at any rate be told.
They were strongly opposed to it—But 1 felt
by this time as if I was standing on the brink
of hell, and certainly in its vicinity, by stay-
ing where I was, and all their ar&uments did
not weigh a feather. I was offered more
- wages if;I would stay, and at the same time I
knew not where to go, but the terrors I felt,
and the belief that removing from this man
would bring relief overcame every other con-
sideration. After I left I was quite happy
- for a little, and my mind had a short calm.
1 got a web from another place to weave, and
a Joom beside two sober men.
“ My thoughts several times before this pe-
" riod turned toward the office of the ministry.
One time in particular in the church, while
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James Gray of Brechin was preaching from:
these words, ‘It is a good thing that the heart
be established. with grace,” the desire to be a
minister arose strong, and to be one like him
I was hearin% I thought he was godly and
sincere (and I have never thought otherwise
of him now thirty years since, and many a
time did he warm my heart afterwards:) if I
could be as he was, 1 thought, surely.I would
be happy. But presently thé idea seemed
ridiculous in me. I had never been an hour
at a day school. I could not write my own
name. My father wasqin absolute need of all
my earnings—and besides I durst not speak
of it for fear I should be laughed to scorn.

% While I was in the ware-room under the
deist aforesaid, my cousin Peter Gordon was
licensed to preach, and he paid my father a
visit and preached a day in Montrose. I knew
the history of his difficulties in getting forward,
and the thought of the ministry returned. 1
thought it was scarcely possible that I could
have.much greater difficulties than he had, and

‘might not I succeed as well as he? At this
time my desire returned, and much stronger
. than before. I made some endeavours to study
the English grammar by myself,—an old
grammar having fallen in my way, but secret-
ly, for I durst not speak my desire to any one
on earth. But I made little progress, as all
my time was needed at my work. My earn-
ings were small, and so the thought of it
seemed to be given up as impracticable.
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CHAPTER II.

HIS CONVERSION.

% There was a weaver of household cloth

who lived next house to ours, James Greig.
He was o sober religious man, and an elder in
the Burgher congregation. Lhad become some-
what acquainted with him, and conceived such.
a friendship for him, that I thought if I were
‘only bdeside him, I would be comfortable;
although I had no desire to spend my life in
that business. The thoughts of the ministry
were never long absent from my mind, after
hearing the above sermon; but still I wished
to be with this man. Although my father was
not very willing, yet he consented, and I was
bound an apprentice for three years: I was now
.seventeen years of age.

“This event in my life I cannot well explain:

_ if viewed in connexion with what came.after °
it, I must consider it one of the mysteries.of. -

- His providence toward me. . .

“Soon after this my convictions of sin re-

turned with much greater force and terror than
ever before, and 1 was brought into the greatest
distréss. How quickly was I made to experi-
ence the folly of my hope of being comforta-
ble, by being beside frail man! My distress
he could not even understand. Now the most
horrible atheistical thoughts rushed.into my
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mind. I could not say that I believed any
thing, only this, that I was a sinner, and a very
great one. I meeded no argument to convince
me there was such a thing as guilt, for I felt it
sinking me, and the ouly miracle I could be-
lieve in was that I was not in hell. I thopght
it a wicked mocking to pray to God; if there
was a God, he could not in justice hear me.
At times I would be afraid to move, lest
hell should open beneath me and I be swal-
lowed up. At other fimes it was suggested to
lay aside all pretence to religion, and seek ease
in the world, like other men; but my previous
convictions of the vanity of all earthly things,

were too strong for this to take. For about

six months my mind was in horrible darkness;
I was afraid a{so to communicate my thoughts
to any one. For weeksI would not speak ex-
cept what was barely necessary, and some said
I was going out of my head!—so little do the
generality of men know of the distress of an

awakened conscience. Now I consider this

freat' trouble as a mercy, for had it not come,
would have probably reckoned the foreman
to have been the only cause of my convictions
before, and applauded my own skill in leaving
him, and so have thought no more about the
matter. But by God’s finger, I was at this
" time pointed to the fountain of all my misery
as in my own heart, and I was made to see
. how brutish I would become if left, notwith-
standing_my early instruction.
By s6mé;means my eye was directed to the
3
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mercy of God in Christ, and I was immedi-
ately relieved, and felt as if transported into a
new world. In the contemplation of this
mercy, my joy and happiness was far beyond
expression, and for a season, my delight and
enjoyment in spiritual things was exceedingly
grl':at, nor do I know that I have ever had its
like. : N

Like many others, I was ignorant of the
strength of remaining corruption and Satan’s
craft, and thought h orth I should live
only to the praise of divine mercy and be
bappy. About this time I obtained some clear
views of the way of salvation by grace, which
have never forsaken me to this hour, namely,
particular, eternal, unconditional election, and
the free offer of Christ as a gift to all that hear
the gospel.

I was ‘much helped in my own exercise by
meditating on the resolution of the four lepers
at the gate of Samaria. ¢If we sit still here,
we die, if we go into the city, behold the
famine. Let us fall to the Syrians; if they
save us alive, we "shall live, and if ‘they kill -
us, we shall but die.” After this, atheistical
thoughts returned, but they were never so
powerful nor long-continued, and I was still
helped to some view of the truth, upon which
they fled. In reflecting upon this period of.
my life, I cannot but conclude, that had the
Lord not been secretly but powerfully on my .
side, I had sunk first in profligacy and vice, and
secondly into Atheism, my landing place might

«
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have been a scaffold, and then in the lake of
fire, when by the time I am writing this, my
miserable spirit might have been tormented
night and day. ¢Butthe snare is broken and I
am escaped,’ and blessed be the Lord for ever-
more. ‘While I have my being, I will praise
him.” Farther,while Satanand that wicked man
before. mentioned were permitted to unsettle
my early belief, which perhaps rested only on
the testimony of my parents, and to drive me
to the verge of despair, God in his rich mercy
directed me to a better foundation, against
which the gates of .hell shall never prevail.

« At this time I had a strong desire for reli-
gious society, and was received as a member
of a fellowship meeting, in which I had much
. satisfaction and received great benefit durin
three years I continued in the place. The firs
opportunity I offered myself for admission to
the Lord’s table,and was received after a very
superficial and to me unsatisfactory examina-
tiqn.

¢ During the two years that followed there
was little variety. Now aird then thoughts of
the ministry and strong desires for education
would return. After some time I obtained li-
berty to attend an evening school, three months
at one time, and six weeks at another, which
I spent in writing and arithmetic. When on
a visit-to my uncle at Cariston, I obtained the
loan of a Greek and Latin grammar, and some
Latin books my cousin had left, and made some
‘attempts to study these secretly by myself.

.
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At lengih I came to this conclusion, that if God
chose to employ me in his work, he would be-
stow on me both gifts and means, however im-
probable it may appear at present, and I re-
solved to use every means in my power and
go forward as I could, and when ¥could. After
this I was frequently perplexed with this
thought: ¢ But if it be not his will, am I not
running unsent? How may I know whether
I have a call to proceed or not?” Another
thought that troubled me frequently about elec-
tion, in which I firmly believed, was, If I am
elected I will be saved, however I may live,
and if not, I must be lost, whatever means I.
may use.’ - And it was my believing the doc-
trine that made this perplexing to me. It was
in a %radual manner, and aftet much thought,
that I got relief by observing in sundry texts
of Scripture that election to salvation is the end,
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth are the means,-and that they are insepa-
rable in the purpose of God. .

¢« Another thing that troubled me much was,

God’s making a free offer of the gospel to the

non-elect. nless their hearts were renewed,
they could not receive it. But God’s secret
purpose was not to renew their hearts, yet I

~ must believe he is perfectly sincere with them

and infinitely removed from cruelly tantaliz-
ing any ef his creatures. Hence arose my
perplexity. It wasa length of time before I,
came to see that it is the gooduess artd mercy
of God to make this offer to themn, and that it
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is according to the tenor of the covenant of
works under which they are, to command them
to believe and receive it under pain of damna-
tion, and at the same time to assure them, that,
-according to the covenant of grace, eternal life
will infallibly follow believing. - When God
says to the man dead in trespasses and sins,
¢ Repent and believe,’ it is no more than is said
to the bankrupt, ¢ Pay me what thou owest,’
otherwise I will cast thee into prison. .

" « About this time I wasled frequently to de-
sire I might have a sight of the vanity of the
world,and have it deeply impressed. A prayer
which has been many ways answered since that
time by afflictions the most deep and painful.
I do not remember of apy thing these thi
years which drew my affection, which has not
. either disappointed me, or heen taken away.

¢ By terrible works in righteousness’ God has
expressed his answer to me. With power and
pain have the words of the prophet been made
to spund in my ear, ¢ Trust not in man, for
wherein is he to be accounted of?”> Notwith-
standing all this, I have been very slow in
placing my confidence in Him who has never
disappointed me..

“I came at length to a settled pufpdse (God

willing) to prepare for the ministry. But now
I found a new difficulty, which I had not

thought of before. It was the letting of my -

mind be known. To proceed without doing
this was impossible. But how shall I do it—

or to whom? Will nota my purpose be laid to -
3
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a vain conceit in my own powers and goed-
ness? (in which there is too much truth:) Shall
I not be ascorn and a laughing-stock for think-
ing such a thing to be attainable, poor and
unpatronised as I am? And in this I was not
mistaken. Abundance of ridicule and mockery
came in from all sides, and by a number I was
repujed insane. There was one, however,
who eqtertained and valued the thought—my
" only religious confidant at that time—my
mother. By degrees 1 learned to bear it,
upon this ground,—¢nothing is impossible

with God.” If he is pleased to send me to

Yreach, I will attain to the means; and, if not,
feel no guilt for desiring it—if only my mo-
tives are what they should be,

« About this time I formed dn acquaintance
with Elizabeth Greig, which I have regarded
as not a small mercy from the Lord to me.
She was my employer’s niece. He happened
one day while we were alone to give me some
account of his brother John Greig. ¢He was,’
he said, ¢a member of the establisked Church;
but some time before his death he became ac-

uainted with the principles of the Secession
hurch, and attended on the ministry of James
. Gray of Brechin, to whom he expressed on
* his death-bed a strong desire te join in full

communion, if his life were spared, which,

however, was not the case. While attending
Mr. Gray’s ministry, his daughter Elizabeth,
then about thirteen years old, went.with him,
and after his death, continued to go alone:
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much against the will of all her family, she
joined in full communion at the age of fifteen,
and was continuing steadfast in her profession
up to the time of this conversation, in the face
of much harsh treatment and reproach.from
her family.’ .

« This simple narrative made on me a deep
impression. What a contrast, thought I, with
most of those about her age! How congenial
would such a mind be to me! What happi-
ness could I have in the society of such a
one through life! After some months I had
an opportunity to see her, and these impress-
ions were strengthened. But such a connex-
ion I durst hardly think of. I could not for
a moment admit the thought of giving up the
ministry, and to ask her to wait eight years
for an uncertainty appeared unreasonable.
Moreover, by this time I had some thought of
being a missionary to America, if I should ever
be thought qualified. My esteem rising above
these considerations, after bringing the mat-
ter to the throne of grace, I opened my mind
to her, at the same time acquainting her frank-
ly with the disposition which I desired to
make of my future life. When an answer
came, it exgpressed, I thought, no decision.
But it concluded with this text:—¢Seek ye
first the kingdom of Ged, and the righteous-
ness thereof, and all these things shall ‘be-add-
ed unto you.” Then, thought L, if I can in faith
and sincerity follow this counsel, which is
God’s own word, she may herself be added
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to me. And she was mine awhile; and the
happy moments of spiritual intercourse and
joint supplication at our Father’s throne, both
before and after our union, told to my heart an
experience that I was not deceived in her—that
the Lord himself had given her to me.

CHAPTER III

“I purchased the remaining time of my
apprenticeship, (about six weeks,) bought
Ainsworth’s Dictionary and some of the class-
ics, and entered the Latin School in Montrose,
in the fore-part of the summer of 1809.

“When out of school I wove sail-cloth for
the foreman whom I left three years ago, and
studied my lessons at night. This was hard
labour. I thought within myself, God could
easily incline some in the congregation to-give
‘me a little help; but I was afraid to mention
such a thing to him in prayer, lest it might
not be his will. However, ie did stir up one
of them (my old mistress in the bake-house) to
pay my first quarter fees. She promised a great
deal more, when I was suddenly lifted up, con-
‘fiding in man, and overlooking the kindness
which God had sent me unasked. His mercy
soon sent the reproof of this my sin and folly.
A man whose spiritual relation to'me obligated
him to act awery different part, told her 1 was

'

.

- a e
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a fool, and she ought not to countenance me.
This advice was taken, and my bright prospects
vanished. Here was a practical comment on
the prophet’s words, ¢ Trust not in a friend, put
no confidence in a guide —therefore I will
look unto the Lord, I will wait for the God of
my salvation”” But I did not give proper at-
tention to it.

“ About the same time the old deistical fore-
man found that I was attending school with a
view to the ministry, and although I dtd as
much work as my equals, his hatred to religion
made him refuse to give me work. But I soon
got it elsewhere. Thus God measured and tem-
pered his reproof to what I was able to bear.

« After some time I found this to be a severe

and slow way of progressing, and thought of -

opening a school somewhere. I was awarem
qualifications were deficient, but thought by
diligent application to improve. I made the
attem{)t in part of the town of Brechin where a
school was needed. In. passing to it, I had
some deep and pensive reflections. 1 was leav-
ing my father’s house, perhaps never again to
reside there—my mother weakly—I might
never enjoy her company again. 1 was going
to make a very doubtful experiment—ill-quali-
fied—-unpatronised,and at this time about four-
teen dollars in debt. If I failed of success, my
hope of attaining to the ministry, in all proba-
bility, was at an end. Why I did not give up
at this time, and turn back, I cannot tell, unless
His’hand unseen was moving me forward.
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« My attempt was regarded and spoken of
in my native town as a sign of insanity; never-
theless, through the kindness of God, in his
overruling providence, I succeeded in raising
a school, to the surprise of myself and others.
My commencement was in January, 1810.

« About six weeks after this my mother
died. This I felt to be a severe stroke. If
my dpirits were raised a little too high by my
success, they now received a check. She was
the first and principal one to whom I could
speak freely on things spiritual.

«In the Spring I became acquainted with
David Ronald, who had finished his second
session at college: he continued a steady and
valuable friend as long as I remained in the
country, offering his assistance to me in my
~ Latin studies. He was a good and safe ad-
viser also, in most things about which I need-
ed advice. Thus God raised me up a helper
where I looked not for it.

“ My school did so well that 1 was enabled
to pay my debt, and to purchase several arti-
cles which I much needed, and a fair prospect
of having something to bear part of my ex-
pense next winiey ‘at college. Perhaps I was
too much elated with this, but I was soon
brought low enough.

“There was to be at that time a balloting
for militia, whose term ot service was seven
‘years. My name was in the box at Mon-
trose, where I had paid my all/ to be ensured
against serving, if I should be drawn. But this
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was not the worst, for I found that my name was
at the same time in the box at Brechin. This
was not only hard, but unjust, according to
the militia law, and 1 thought, if I could bring
the case before the proper authority, I would
surely be relieved; but after spendinga week
in going from one great man to another, I
found there was no redress. Parish teachers
were exempt from military service, but I was
not a parish teacher. Any teacher who would
take the oath of abjuration and allegiance
could get free; but on account of several things
implied in these, I could not swear them
without discarding weighty things in our
religious profession. I was for atime in great
perplexity, for besides the blasting of my hapes
of the ministry if I should be drawn, there was
nothing more revolting to my feelings than
the idea of being a soldier. But, thanks to
a kind Providence, the matter was left solely
to his decision in the two places at the same
time, whether I should be made a butcher of
men against my will, rather than a minister of
salvation—and he decided I should not be bal-
loted. ¢ The lot was cast into the lap, but the
disposal thereof was from the Lord.’ )
« The time drew near to go to college: my
funds were indeed expended, but not my de-
sire to go. 1 knew of no way money could
be raised. Al my friends were against my
going. It was so ordered in Providence that -
a week before the time, a woman came to in-
- quire of my aunt, with whom I was lodging, if
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she knew any one wishing to borrow a little
money? [ borrowed it, (about twenty-three
dollars)and on this small sum I started for Edin-~
burgh University on Nov. 10th, 1810. During
the Christmas vacation I returned (distance
70 miles) to raise, if possible, as much more
money as would enable me to exist through
the winter session. After much trouble, use-
less travel, and cold-hearted refusal, I succeed-
ed in raising ten dollars more. At this time
Elizabeth Greig and I had an interview, and
after much serious consultation we engaged
jointly in religious covenanting; as follows:
“We do, with uplifted hands, swear by Him
who shall judge our hearts at the last day, that

we dei)end absolutely on Christ for the salva- -

tion of our souls—that there can be salvation
by no other—that we can of ourselves do no
act, think no thought-acceptable in the sight
of God. That we devote ourselves wholly to
the will of God, and that we will not hearken
to the counsel of men contrary thereto, but shall
be denied to ourselves. That. we shall be
faithful witnesses to the truth of the gospel
against erroneous opinions of men. And be-
ing called thereto, we shall spend our whole
united strength of soul and®ody while in this,
world, in publishing abroad these things.
These, with every other duty, in the strength
of that promise, ¢ Lo, I am with’' you always.’

We say amen, and subscribe .

-+ "ALEXANDER GogrDoN,
EvzaseTr GREIG,
Dec. 27th, 1810. :

l
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« ] started with the above small sum for
Edinburgh, and by some other small sums
obtained, I was enabled to continue the usual
time. During this winter I had some very .
deep impressions of the shortness of time and

- the certainty of death—and what my disem-
bodied soul might first meet; an angel from
heaven to conduct me there, or a devil to drag
me to hell? and sleep frequently left me.

« About the end of March, 1811, I returned
to Brechin to take charge of my school, and.
found that the young man whom I had left in
it had in some measure supplanted me in the
minds of the parents. The second day the
scholars were, in consequence of his influence,
diminished to a few. This in -my circumstan-
ces was a heavy stroke; but I needed it it this
time to keep me humble, for instead of being
thankful that I had, with so many difficulties,
got through the first winter at gollege, I was
becoming vain.”

CHAPTER IV. .

It is genepally supposed that poverty has a
tendency to contract the sympathies of the
heart, and make us selfish and illiberal. It had
not this effect on Mr. Gordon. We find him -
at this time, while struggling so hard to main-,
{ain himself in procuring an education, with
‘k’i y fraternal feeling .caring for his little
orghan brother. C
P ; 4 .

- . 4
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* «This summer,” says he, I brought my
brother David to Brechin, to give bim what
education I could. He was then in his seventh
year. I endeavoured to suggest to his mind
the idea of the ministry. I thought, if I could
proceed, he could follow in my rear.”’ :

Very gloomy indeed, one would think, the
prospect must have appeared for either of them
—requiring strong faith and perseverance—
These were both given to him in an eminent
degree, s¢ that he was kept from desponding
under the many trials he was called to en-
dure. -

“In the early part of this summer,” he says,
“1 .was sorely puzzled with the prospect of
the difficulties in proceeding through a course
of education, and sometimes considered them
insurmountable. But I was quickly relieved
by the following train of thought: « Cast thou-
thy burden on. the Lord, and he-skaf sustain
thee.”” Look to the present duty, and leave
all the rest to God,—if he has designed you
for the ministry, he will open the way to it.

In the month of August this summer, public
religious covenanting was observed in the Asso-

- ciate congregation in Brechin. We both [pro-
bably Miss Greig] embraced the opportunity
and lifted up our hands publicly as we had
privately before for the reformation, as witness-
ed by the Secession. One hundréd'and eleven
persons joined. It was the most solemn day
In my life up to that time. - =~ :

About six weeks afterwards my father was
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taken ill of his last sickness. The melancho-
ly duty of superintending the affairs of the
family devolved on me. My early and best
counsellor was now gone, and I was now left
on the broad world. The family (four of us in
number) was now broken up and scattered,
and we have never since met altogether.

“After this event, I had great enjoyment in
sacramental solemnities; ; so I found that when
God smites with the one hand, he supports
with the other.” C

.The dlﬂicultles he had to encounter in his

present situation induced him to try and raise
a school in Edinburgh, where he might teach
and attend cOIIEge.

After seeing his brot} -
succeeded in raising a tc L
In view of the difficulties gy
he says: «It is a great kii is

holy providence that I'su._.____.
The 'duties incumbent on him in his present

situation were, however, very laborious, and
made serious inroads on his health, He says:
«My school house was new, and the walls
still wet. There were also three of us who
lodged in one room and slept in one bed, which
caustd me to have a thorough sweatmg every

" night. In addition to this, the arrangement of
college hoours and my school hours made me
to be heated and cooled alternately every two
hours. The consequence was—loss of ap-

e petite and sleep, and a cough which was sup-
posed to come from the lungs.



)
40 MEMOIR OF, : L

¢ The third winter came, it8 difficulties were
not diminished, though its dabours were in- -
creased. Inaddition to what I had before,I had
several private lessons to give, and the Hebrew
class to attend for myself. I had also to travel
six miles and teach at two places before break-
fast, being from 6 A. M. to 9 P. M. engaged.
By this my health was much impaired.

“This winter I was greatly distressed to
meet:a small debt of one guinea. The last
hour of patience was just at hand, and I knew
of no possible way of raising it. Just at this
moment a person knocked at my school door

_«¢nd ~~Fed r to call at her house so soon as

s out. It was to give her son
in book-keeping. As soon as I
» she took a guinea out of her
, ¢ This will pay a part!” Had
heaven, I should not have been
:d that God sent it. ‘He is a
very present help in time of trouble.” I was
reproved and ashamed. Why did I fret?
Why did I not lay my trouble before. him?
God’s interposition is far more visible and im-
pressive, when he brings us through great
straits, than when we have always plenty.
And I think it evident that the design of such
straits is often to shut me ¥pto Jook to Him,”
and to make his arm bare in Wy deliverances

an —

£
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and broken.. We had frequent occasion, in a
short space of time, to see how little man is
to be trusted, and ¢ how present a help God is,
in time of trouble.’

« We set sail from Leith on July 20th, and
after being forty-nine days out, we arrived at.
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where we stopt: t€n
daysand took passage for New York, where
we arrived safely, September 27th. -There
was nothing very remarkable in our passage,
except that when we came up-with land, the
captain supposed us to be one hundred and
fifty miles out, but when the mist cleared away
we were near enough to see people on the
land. Apparently its clearing away was the
means of saving us from a watery grave,

Here it is proper to pause and reflect. The
last three months may be said to be the most’
eventful period in my life. - God had in a
very wonderful manner borne me forward to
the point to which my prayers and desires
had long tended. T was married to the-person
of my choice. I was licensed to’ preach the
gospel. I was missioned to America, and
safely arrived :—which events, eight years ago,
_ appeared so extremely improbable, that the

very mention of them subjected me to the
imputation of insanity. How came it, then?
. Not, certainly, from me. Many of my-consti-

tutional sins, particularly impatience, were

calculated to defeat my purpose. Not owin%'
to mYy goodness. No, for beyond a doubt
was oftentimes borne up under difficulties by
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the force of a pride, which abharred the idea
" of surrendering and of becoming a laughing-
stock. Not by my wealth, or that of my
friends, nor by the power of popular feeling;
the reverse of all this was the case.

“But it was God that had chosen a thing
that was despised, weak, base, and foolish,
and called him to preach the %ospel of his Son.
¢ There is nothing too hard for the Lord.” 1
trust I did look to him, (though imperfectly,)
to bring me forward, and he has answered me
¢by fearful works in righteousness. He has
led me the blind in a-way I knew not, and in
a path I had not trod. He has made darkness
light before me, and crooked things straight.
His way was through the sea, and his footsteps
in the mighty waters.’ o

¢« But while the Lord did great things for
me, I was not duly thankful, nor was I stirred
up to magnify his name. I was not humble,
but rather the contrary, elated, self-confident,
and vain. While the greatest difficulties pre-
sented themselves before me, I did not give
them the sufficiently grave consideration
which they demanded, nor make them always
occasions of prayer. I wastoo much given to
levity and jesting, and without that habitual
seriousness which belongs to ‘the deportment
of a-minister. I did not have a proper view
of the importance of the witnessing profession
I had solemnly -made. [ did not feel the
weight of the work and office on which I had
entered. I did not ask at a.throne of grace
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for the text on which I might most edify. 1
did not feel much of the truths which F
preached. 1 did not preach to myself, but
only to the people. I had a great confidence-
in speaking, but not on proper grounds.

I saw none of these glaring inconsistencies
at the time; but God was preparing a rod:
under which I have since been made to see-
them, and many others, with tears and sorrow,.
and to abhor myself on account of them, which,
I wish to continue doing to the grave. -

1 remained in New York and preached for-
Mr. Hamilton till I obtained some directions.
for my future course. We received many ex--
pressions of kindness, both from him and his-
hearers. The Synod’s treasurer also gave me-
one hundred dollars, with which I got a horse-
and saddle. I was directed to go to Guinston,.
York County, Pennsylvania. Accordinti:;ly, I,
my wife, and brother David, whom I had
brought with me, set out for Philadelphia,.
where we halted a week, and preached for Dr..
Banks. Here, also, we received great kind--
ness. 'The next Sabbath, which was the third
Sabbath of October, I preached at Guinston,.

and became acquainted with my worthy father,

Rev. Francis Pringle, of Carlisle, who was.
there at the time. It was agreed that I should
supply there nine Sabbaths, and then go to the:
Carolinas for three months.

% The people of Guinstog also showed great.
kindness, and, before the time was out, there.
were some motions towards a call for me.
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¢ About the beginning of January, 1818, 1
set out for the Carolinas. In accomplishing
this tour, I found it was no easy matter, even
for a short time, to forsake a// and go to serve
Christ wherg I was altogether unknown.

«The first Saturday night found me near
Harper’s Ferry, on the Potomac. A more
wicked place 1 have not seen. I prayed that
the Lord, in his providence, would lead me to
some house, on the Sabbath evening, that had
respect for His name. Sabbath morning I set
out eight miles to the Ferry, where 1 preached
from 1 John ii. 6. After sermon, an old man
by the name of Annan invited me to his house;
indeed he was the only person there who _
seemed to have any respect for religion. I
also preached at Woodstock, Virginia. I ar-
rived next Sabbath at Rockbridge, where I
divided the day with Mr. Heron. Next Sab-
bath I preached at Statesville, North Carolina,
after which 1 came upon the ground of my ap-
pointments, where I found a people apparently
desirous of ordinances —but their holding
slaves seemed to me {o be a great contrast
with it .

% During this tour I experienced much kind-
ness and some deliverances from God in His
holy providence. On March 22d, I arrived at

-hdme in safety, and found all well,

« April 7th made me a father to a son. In
this was His mercy visible to me. This new
relation brought important duties with it. But
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*it ought to be viewed as only requiring me to
draw the more earnestly and frequently from
the promise.

CHAPTER VI.

” « August 18th I was ordained to the office:

of the ministry at Guinston. This was ano-

ther solemn and express devotement of myself
to a witnessing profession—but which, at that.

time, had not a due weight on my mind. L

was already caught by the popular enthusiasm,.
and wished to distinguish myself as an advo--

cate for all those liberal measures by which I

thought this happy age was triumphing over-

bigotry. And my conversation, preaching, and.
prayers were full of it. O what a foo and
how inconsistent I was! But God was pre-

paring to break the charm, andgset me again-
free. There was no place or hm belonging

to the congregation, and I was, or thought

was, under the necessity of buying land and

building a house. The latter was a tedious,
troublesome, and very expensive business. It

brought me much in debt, and greatly ha-.
rassed my mind, and became a great diversion - .
from study, It gave me occasion, many times, .
to know what people really are. And while-
I was in trouble of another sort, these matters.
were also in progress, and tended greatly to.

increase it,
5 K
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“ There was a minister belonging to the’
General Assembly in my vicinity, whom, for
his talents and soundness in doctrine, I
esteemed,and he in turn commended my liberal
views. We met, on an occasion, for the ex-
amination of the Sabbath Schools. Mr. M.,in
his part of the service, was pleased to sing Dr.
Watts’ compositions. I was liberal to my
shame and sorrow, but not so liberal as that.
But ¢the backslider in heart is filled with his
own ways,’—and [ now was. I felt it at the
time to be God’s reproof. Although I had
geveral times publicly inveighed against hu-~
man compositions, it did not hinder the peo-
ple, (my own and others,) from believing that
I was, at this time, eonniving at the practice,
because I was co-operating with one who was
opposed to strictness in profession.

«] deemed it my duty to publish my views
on psalmody, which I did, in a small book

.entitled, ¢ ThegDesign and Use of the Book of

Psalms.” From the moment of its publication
my popularity with many was ruined. Cold-
ness and bitter opposition now occupied the
place of adulation and friendship. At the
time, I thought this was hard treatment, but
have ‘long since viewed it as one of God’s
many mercies to me,and as such I here record
it. 1 was now made to think deeply. I saw
what T had been doing, even loving the praise
of men more than the praise of God, and be-
gan in earnest to retrace my steps. . . . And
now that I was awake, His rebukes came
heavier and faster upon me.
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« My second son, a child of eighteen months,
had two of his fingers cut ofl with the axe, by
his brother, who was also a child.. My third
child, a daughter, about the same time became
very sickly; her mothgr, whose constitution:
was . beginning to sink under consumption,
was unable to nurse. Mrs. Martin’s family
took the child and nursed it, but it grew
worse, and- on Saturday before the sacrament,
(which I was obliged to dispense alone at this
time,) just before I rose to dispense tokens,
one of the elders came to tl.e pulpit and asked’
me to come out, when they told me the child
was dying, and to cossider whether I would
proceed with the sacrament or not.” This was
a pginful moment. I must either give up the
dispensing the sacrament, or I must not even
see my dying babe. I decided on the latter
alternative, and proceeded to dispense tokens.
She died that evening—and was buried on
Sabbath morning before worship. With a
heavy heart 1 ascended the pslpit. But 1 will
bear witness to His loving-kindness—I know
not that I ever had greater freedom or soul-
"enjoyment in the work than on that day.
This stroke came down heavily upon my wife
and accelerated the progress of her complaint.
Having, previously to this time, tried several

; means without effect, I had recourse to travel- -
ling with her. After coming as far as the city
of New York, we remained three weeks con-
sulting Dr. Buchan, and using a variety of
means. We sailed up the North River, and

‘ -
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came as far as Argyle, and returned home after
an absence of three months. But all was in
vain. She continued worse through the win-
ter, and, on the 12th of March, 1822, she died,’
just ten months after the child. This was a
sore stroke indeed! My beloved partner,
with whom I had so often taken sweet counsel,
gone! The wife of my youth, gone! and I
am left with two small children, far from all
relations! . . . 8till, it was a parting to meet
again.”

Mr. Gordon gives a circumstantial account
of the soul exercises of his wife during her
last illness, affectionately treasuring what fell
from her lips. From what he has recorded,
it appears evident that she was one of Chrigt’s
children, whom he upheld and comforted in
the valley of death. The parting scene he thus
describes: : ‘

“About three days before she departed,’
taking our oldest son John by the hand, she
said, My dear boy, I am going to leave you,
you are no more mine, I give you unto God,
and you must be God’s boy, and He will take
care of you: the Lord bless you and do you
good, and raise you up to serve him, and at
last may he receive you into his kingdom, that
we may meet you at his right hand.” Then,
taking his brother Alexander by the hand, she
said, ¢ Poor boy, you are no more mine, T give
you up unto God, may 'the God of the cove-
.nant bless the child, and preserve him from
evil, and -receive him at last.” After a short

H
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time, she said, ¢ My dear, I almost forgot you.
You are no more mine. I give you up to God;
there is no fear of you. The Lord will take
care of you, and engble you to preach Christ,
and carry you through; He will enable you to
train up your children for Him.’

«She departed with these words on her
lips: ¢Now into thy hands 1 commend my
soul.”

«The Lord made use of this sore bereave-
ment to convince me more than 1 had ever
been of the blessed reality of religion,—that
God is in it of a truth. I was enabled, some
time before her death, to consent to His holy
will; and to me it is most certain that no other-
principle than His own grace could have
brought me to it. Some time before, these
words, Psalm xxxvii., came very often, with a
great deal of power, on my mind: ¢ Thy way
to God commit, him trust, it bring to pass.
T 77 " whisah  the time, gave my mind,

rnible manner, great sup--
than I had ever done,
It led me to take a broad.
of God’s providence to--
y own ways under it. I
arnest about my witness--
hat I took up with it as.

nds on which I desire to-
itlast. I obtained a near- .
hrough our last conversa-.
g of the glories of the up--

per wori er, I obtained the clearest
5*

Ny

- e
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evidence of her entering eternal rest. I looked
back, and saw with a satisfying clearness, that
I was mercifully led to place my affections on
her, although men condemned it at the time,
as weakness, imprudence, and folly. On many
accounts, therefore, I desire to praise him
even for this very sore stroke.

Before this time, I knew very little of the
way and manner of conversing with dying
saints. Now I am made to apply myselt to
it in earnest. I was brought, in the same way,
to seek to adapt my sermons to my heaters
as dying men. I was taught to sympathize
with the suffering and the bereaved. [ have
been convinced, these eighteen years, that this
was to correct me for my loose views, com-
monly termed liberality, and for not being
more heartily attached to the reformation, as
witnessed for by the Secession, which is
usually called bigotry. And I here solemnly
testify that since I came to this mind, I have
experienced more quiet and satisfaction in my
mind than I ever did before. It may not be
improper to record, that immediately subse-
quent to these things, I had, for several months,
the greatest freedom in preaching which I
have ever experienced. "I was also brought to
a true view of the_sfate of matters generally
in the churches of ‘the reformation, and that,
instead of being entered on the millennial state,
they are sliding back from former attainments
at a rapid rate; that the way of truth is evil
spoken of, and ‘the way of man’s devising
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highly extolled. The bringing of me, who
was in so fair a way to follow the multitude,
to this clear and true view, I have: ever con-
sidered a singular favour bestowed on me.
Blessed affliction, which brought forth such
fraits! : ’

«1 had at this time, for a short space, great
comfort and tranquillity; but after events
showed that .it was a preparation for new
trials. » .

% As I was preaching, one Very sultry day,
in the woods at Liower Chanceford, a severe
nervous affection came on me, producing gid-
diness, a defect in mental energy, and espe-
eially recollection. Now all my boldness left

me, and a continual fear of losing my recollec- -

tion, and of falling through my discourse, suc-
ceeded it. If I had to stand in a high pul-
pit, my giddiuess and fear of falling into con-
fusion increased. My distress, in this way,
has, hundreds of times, been indescribable, and
as often, upon mere human principles, insup-
portable. When the hour for commencing
public worship was announced, it would make
me quake from head to foot. I have often
ascended the pulpit like one gqing to execu-
tion, and often could not hold up the psalm
book for trepidation: a strange face in the
audience would fill me with confusion.

«In addition to this, the most dis’tressin§
thoughts were injected just at the moment
was going to begjn; such as—¢ Now you will
fail in your discourse—you will disgrace tlré

~
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ministry and speak nonsense—better take
your hat and run out of the house—you had
better not have meddled with the ministry at
all, &c.” All my'strength was, at such times,
expended in trying to preserve my recollec-
tion, instead of entering into the spirit of the
subject; which thing, itself, did often bring me
to the point of confusion. I shall never for-
get the time when I first rose to preach in
the city of Baltimore. Every thing and every
person, except one, was strange. It was an .
atlempt to set up the Secession in that city.
If 1 failéd, my disgrace would pass to the
account of our profession, and our enemies, of
whom there were several present, would have
a triumph. My whole frame felt on the point
of convulsion. ' s
“ This has heen a very sore- correction, and
it has continued, though not always with equal
severity, now nearly seventeen years. Yet,
on account of what I have learned under it,
and would not probably have learned without
it, I reckon it a mercy, and set it to the ac-
count of His love. 1 was taught by this that
confidence in speaking, and preparation for it,
depend wholly on the great Head of the
church. If He but touch them, they vanish—
that if I have freedom in preaching I must be
indebted to him for it, and that I must, every
time I am called to preach, cast myself upon
him for aid. It brought me, not only to go
Ci-ect .every time for aid, hut to be content
with His sovereign will, to be carried through
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with fulness or forced to conclude through
scarcity—to be something or nothing. It shut
me up to the study of the promises, and espe-
. cially of that which He gave among the last
things which He did: Matth. xxviii. 20, ¢ Lo,
I am with you alway, even to the end of the -
world.’ 2 Cor. xii. 9, *My grace is sufficient
- for thee, and my strength is made perfect in
weakness,” and ¢ My presence shall go with
you,” &c. At one or other of these, I have
often, after I was in the pulpit, been made to
grasp, as one feeling himself just about to
sink. And I here reeord, that the promises
have been so far made out to me, that I have
never yet been left to that which I greatly
feared, and frequently I have got through so
well as to be utterly astonished at the measure
of freedom I enjoyed, having begun fainting
and left off triumphing, ashamed at my own
unbelieving fear and unworthiness. '

“ While I+was struggling against the evil
just mentioned, I had several other trials to
encounter, which still farther showed me my
own sinfulne¥s and need of divine strength at
all times. A matter of difficulty arose between
the session and me, which disturbed our peace
for a time, and was the occasion of some stum-
bling at their profession. Although many re-
proachful things were said without foundation,
"~ yet I was drawn into a fault, partly by‘an
imperfect view of discipline, and partly by an
excess of sympathetic regard for a member of
a very worthy family. This affair showed me
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many things of great utility, but especially the
importance of being thoroughly acquainted
with the discipline of the church; which, more
than ever, I now studied; and the extreme
danger there is in being too much influenced
in the exercise of it by regard even to worthy
persons.

¢ Several other trials now came upon me at
once. The persecuting tongue was set against
me. The occasion of this seemed to be the
little book I had published on the psalms.
Attempts were made, first, to destroy my cha-
racter and usefulness, and, when that could
not be done, to destroy my credit. In the
short space of six months, seven suits were
brought against me for debts, some of them
real, but most of them pretended. For a
length of time I was kept in fear of being sold
out by the sheriff. This fear at length induced
me to sell out, myself, and owe no man any
thing, and leave the place. Upon looking
back on these thoughts, I am disposed to
ascribe them chiefly to the spirit of free
masonry, which I had previously attacked in
a public discourse.

“ My conscience, too, spoke in terrible ac-
cents to this purpose :—

¢ Fools for their sin and their offence
Do sore affliction bear.’

“ Among the multitude of thoughts, these
came with force:— It may be I am nothing
but a hypocrite, after all my professions and
preachings.’” Although suffering very unjustly
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at the hand of man, yet these sufferings from
the hand of God are nothing to what I de-
serve. The world knows not the hundredth
part of my vileness. I am utterly unworthy
of the place I hold. The very idea that the
gospel is preached by such as I, begets horror.
Nobody could think so meanly of me as I did
of myself. In addition to all the rest, I was
continually borne down by fearful apprehen-
sions of death. ,

«T will now state what I believe to have been
some of the reasons why these sore trials were
sent me. And, first, it was not because he had
taken away his love or made false his promise,
or shut up his tender merey in his wrath. No.
But my spirit was not sufficiently broken by
precedingtrials. Itrecovered oo guickly from
their humbling influence. The causes of my for-
mer afflictions did not weigh enough upon the
heart. There were several things in my way in-
consistent with the Christian and the minister.
Much of ministerial deportment I had never yet
attained to at all. I still wanted qualifications
to deal with the afflicted as they should be. I
had indeed serious thoughts about the ministry
but not habitually weighed with it. I had not
yet begun in earnest to preach every time to
myself, as well as to the people.. These have
appeared to be the ¢ somewhat against me.” 1
wilt now record to his mercy, by what means
I was kept from sinking under these troubles,
and brought through them.

“For good reasons I again entered the mar-
riage relation, and found in my new compan-
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iona helper in my. troubles, She, besides being
a feeling and kind mother, was a companion
in spiritual things. By her means, in no small
degree, the Lord was pleased to help me, This
was one means. Another was, that though
some who were friends beforebecame enemies,
there were others. who now hecame warm
friends, because they believed me to be in
earnest about the profession, who had before
this been unkind. This lightened the burden,
and was some evidence that God had not for-
saken me. C

“ But chiefly, that precious book of Psalms
about which the affliction seemed to take its
rise, wag the medium through which the Spirit
of God was pleased to pour in his wine and oil
into my wounds. Sometimes so abundantly was
this done, while engaged in family worship,
that we could not contain. Before this I saw
their suitableness, but now 1 felt it; which,
besides the immediate consolation, gave me a
new and strong evidence that Christ’s present
truth is in them; and, that whatever it might
be for which God was contending with me, it
was not for writing in defence of the Psalms.
Another means of help was freedom in prayer,
which I experienced at that.time. Sometimes,
indeed, I was mueh straitened when alone,
which caused uneasiness and fear lest my free-
dom at other times was not granted so much
to me asto those who were hearing. Still it
was a great relief to be able in any way to pour
out my complaint before God. About this
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time I read Dr. Owen’s work on the 130th
Psalm. From it I learned that others had been
in as great troubles, and that how deep soever
I was sunk, there was forgiveness with God
and mercies on which, as set forth in the word,
if T could only trust and wait God’s time, I
would certainly get up again. ‘

Also I was greatly refreshed at sacramental
occasions, so that I thought myself almost as
comfortable as I had ever been. On one oc-
casion these words bore upon my mind with
great force—¢ I have loved thee with an ever-
lasting love, therefore in loving-kindness have
I drawn thee.” At another time, while sitting
at the table at Carlisle, the Rev. F. Pringle
serving the table, these words fell upon my
mind with very sensible comfort, Gen. xvii. 7:
¢I am your God, and the God of your seed.’
And, at another time, ¢I will never leave thee
nor forsake thee’ Never did medicine so
well suit a diseased body as thess words did
my troubled soul at that time. It has been
my endeavour to have them so imprinted on
my mind, that they might ecome to my aid
when dying. With this view I have preached
on them, and spoken them to the afflicted, and
the dying, and now have written them. And
I hope the great Remembrancer will keep them
for me against that time. -

I have said some of the suits brought against
me were for debt; I also owed. several sums
for which [ was not sued. This gave me a
great deal of uneasiness, and we were led fre-
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quently to bring the matter to the throne of
grace, and plead that we might be enabled to
‘owe no man any thing,’ and also to ‘give to
him that needeth.” At the same time we re-
solved to get nothing we could want, and - to
put up with any way that was honest and de-
cent: by this means things grew no worse, but
rather better.

"I'his,however,was not the way God designed
to answer our prayers.” One man to whom we
owed a sum, was desirous to possess my farm,
and was threatening to sell it by the sheriff.
To prevent this my only alternative was to sell
it myself, and pay him, which I did, and paid
every other cent I owed. But for the same
reason that I could not pay without selling my
farm, I could not stay in the place and support
my family and credit, and so my relation to
the congregation of Guinston was dissolved
Oct. 20th, 1825,

«A little before this time Mr. Wm. Morris
of Baltimore had applied to the Presbytery of
Philadelphia for preaching, and I was regular-
ly appointed to supply there, which I did for
the space of nine months. In Mr. M. I found
a most worthy friend and a zealous supporter
of a testimony for reformation principles.
Chiefly by his instrumentality, I was enabled
to organize a small society. I proceeded in
March, 1826, to the election of elders, of whom
he was chosen one. They were ordained, and
the Lord’s supper dispensed in fall of the same
year by Mr. Heron.
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«] have many reasons for looking back to
that short period as a time of many mercies. I
was much refreshed in body and mind, by the
change of place, labour and company, especially
that of Mr. M. When I consider the opposi-
tion to our profession, my own disadvantageous
appearance and manner, my trouble from gid-
diness and fear of falling into confusion, it ap-
pears a %reat mercy that I succeeded at all.

«“Truly ¢I was with them in weakness and
fear, and much trembling’ At this time a
prayer formerly put up was answered very
fully ; namely, that my time and attention
might be wholly taken up in the work. But
I found the labour too hard for flesh and blood
to continue long. To keep me humble, I dis-
covered that one of our small company thought
that change of preachers would be desirable—I
at once concurred, and agreeably to the ap-
pointment of Synod, moved with my family
in September, 1826, within the bounds of Pres-
bytery of Cambridge. We lived first in the
town of Cambridge, where we remained about
a year. In this Presbytery we were to have
new mercies and new trials. )

Sept. 12th. “Both mind and body seemed
for some time to be braced in this Northern cli-
mate. I found many persons with whom 1 en-
Jjoyed thesweetest spiritual converse, than which
nothing can be more enlivening or useful to a
minister or private Christian. In September,
1827, two petitions were laid before the Pres-

bytery for my services, one from Ryegate,and
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one from Putnam. The Presbytery decided I
should go to the latter. And on July 2,1828,I
wasinstalled pastorof the congregation. Short-
ly after a considerable number of very worthy
persons took sick and died, and it would seem
as if I were sent to them. I hence took oc-
casion to learn more habitual gravity and seri-
ousness. And to be more particular in prayer
about myself and my people, and especially to
seek divine leading in choosing every text.

Although not in its place, 1 desire to notice,
that during the two years and nine months I
was without charge, going from place to place,
the kindness of Providence was so great that
instead of falling in arrears, I increased in sub-
stance, so that 1 was able to give a little to
him that needeth. Herein was prayer an-
- swered, which was offered years before.

I also record it as a great favour in holy
Providence, that L have had as free access to
the press as any man who had money at his
command, through which I have had oppor-
tunity of speaking to all parts of the Associate
Church and to the world on all points of the
present lruth. With an humble desire to
defend a’ covenanted reformation, I have
written a considerable number of short essays.
What profit they may have been to others, I
cannot tell; but they afforded (the truths, I
mean,) great satisfaction to me, as oftentimes,
in writing, I came to greater clearness in the
matter than 1 had before. This opportunity
was afforded me in the ¢Religious Monitor.”
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From the second to the fifteenth volume in-
clusive.”

Those who have had access to the periodi-
cal mentioned, will agree with me, I doubt
not, that some of the best, perhaps the very
raciest articles, were from the pen of Mr.
Gordon. Among the first, was one already
alluded to, as being the occasion of his being
persecuted with vexatious suits at law, Reli-
gious Monitor, Vol. IIL p. 14. % On Oaths.”

The year in which I was installed in Put-
nam, (1828,) and the year following) there was
a great deal of sickness, but we escaped. This
brought me down to the age of forty. At
this present time I am fifty; the trials of the
intervening ten years, and the mercies too have
had a peculiar complexion. The words of the
psalmist explains the fact that I am here.

Ny soul et oo
I should have perished, when as
My troubles did abound.—PsaLm cxix. 92.

%I must now state the mercies of particular
times, and my exercise connected therewith.

«“May 1st, 1829. I pleaded partieularly for
the assistance of the Holy Spiritin each of the
duties of this holy Sabbath. I believe that I
received a most sensible answer in explaining
the psalm in the lecture and sermon, but espe-
cially in the application, making a free offer of
Christ. Lect. Jer. iii. 12—19: and the sermon,
Rev. xiv. 13. It was probably ordered, to
keep me humble, that one of the elders told

6*
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me next day, that he did not well understand
nor agree with me in one particular in the
sermon on the clause, ¢ and their works do fo/-
low them,’ which yet I think was made plain.

«“Jan, 25, 1830. Another year has com-
menced, and it is a fit time to make mention
of the.loving-kindness of the Lord; inasmuch
as the past year has been marked with sick-
ness and death,—eleven children, and two
adults by dysentery,—while we have all
escaped and enjoy good health, together with
the endeafments of affection.

«For some time psst, I have been led to
plead the accomplishment of Deut xxxiii. 25:
¢As thy days so shall thy strength be,” in
preaching and other ministerial duties; and
certainly it has been done sundry times to
my wonder. When I have gone to the pulpit
confused and trembling, I have obtained great
freedom and comfort, not only in delivering
what I had prepared; but. truths that poured
into my mind while speaking, bearing evi-
dence of whence they came. No previous
effort of mine could bring their equal in clear-
ness and power. I confess, indeed, that I
would be scarcely sat down, before vanity and
pride would be for taking the credit. But had
I at such times been left to bring forth nothing
but the fruit of my own labour, alas! for the
people and for me; it would have been a feast
with empty dishes.

«] think those ministers who read their ser-
mons commit great sin; they corrupt God’s
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ordinance, and turn it into another thing.
They shut out the Holy Spirit, by their writ-
ten paper, from speaking to the saints through
them, and sustain a great loss to themselves.
Immeasurably great is the consolation which -
_ an answer to prayer in circumstances like the
above yields to the soul.

«1f I should every Sabbath morning be left
to sink in my own weakness almost to the
point of ceasing in confusion, that 1 may be
raised far above my best self; so be it to the
* last sermon I shall preach. ¢Most gladly will
I rather glory in mine infirmities, that the
power of Christ may re:t upon me.’

“James Wallace and my hrother David,
students in divinity, being with us, we have
spent the Sabbath evenings in conversation on
some spiritual subject, with other religious ex-
ercises, in which we have had many delightful
views of the love of Christ. But O! the
hardening influences of sin, for I may say
that almost simultaneously I am conscious of
a great barrenness in meditation, self-examina-
tion, and secret prayer: little life and much
stupidity, a great deficiency of tender concern
for the spiritual interests of my dear partner
and children, and still more vigorous emotions
from the vile untiring flesh; and I have no
power (o meet it. But I have been led for
some time to make this my petition; ¢ Quicken
me according to thy word;’ that is, as I under-
stand it, let me, or cause me by thy Spirit to
experience, that kind and that measure of
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quickening which thy word promises. On
this I endeavour to hope that it will be so, and
to wait.

«“Feb. 22d. Yesterday I think I experi-

~ enced an answer to the above in some degree,
first, in family worship, and then in public,
especially in making a free offer of Christ
from Heb. vi. 17, 18. In the morning that
" word was my stay; ¢ Lo, I am with you;’ and,
in the afternoon, ¢ My presence shall go with
. you, and I will give you rest” But weakness
. and fear of again falling into indifference is
\ still great. ' . -
“In order to show how great a wonder it
+is that I am borne through, I would:state that
very frequently, on Sabbath mornings, my
mind wanders beyond all the limits of other
times. Ingenious- ideas about worldly affairs,
rise. up with great ferce, and in multitudes, -
while my spirit seems as if palsied when it
tries to take hold of the business of the day.
Ere even I am aware, I am away from all the
concerns of the Sabbath. Next comes a train
of fears and apprehensions that I may be ex-
ceedingly lean In my discourses, or fail alto-
gether. What but His marvellous and season-
able communications prevents it from being
the case.

« Against this raging enemy of a wandering
heart, I am but learning to fight. My weapon
is prayer for a fized heart under a strong sense
of the excellence of divine things, with watch-
‘ng over my own thoughts. But it is like a

%
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mortal’s- eye trying to follow all the subtle
motions of a deceitful spirit. My hope for
victory would be worse than folly if it rested
on my diligence. But it will come from his
word at the set time. .

«On Sabbath evening I used to be full of
matter for new discourses, and would fre-
quently avail myself of it. But this great
blessing 1 neither understood nor improved.
Pleased with the fertility of my mind, I grew
less diligent in study, and- took more ease to
myself. Now the case is greatly different; I
come home exhausted in mind and body, the
thoughts go to any thing rather than spiritual
things. It is a burden to speak or even to
think, and when I recover from this exhaus-
tion, 1 am earnal, sold under sin: this is one of
my present plagues. For remedy, I lay gut
before-hand- something to occupy the time,
réading, conversation and instructing the chil-
dren, some of whom are now able to under-
stand.

I have read Boston’s Memoirs, wherein a
view is also given of -his contemporaries. I
am ashamed of my great distance behind them
in tenderness of conscience, zeal for God, love
for souls, and especially of my own house, in
family fasting, and personal covenanting. I
am affected with the prevailing decline of the
times, and my love is cold indeed.

Through me and such as I am, judgments
are inflicted on backsliding churches. Alas!
my sins are a leprosy in the walls and timber
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_of the house, that cannot be wholly cured, and
the house must be taken down.- My constitu-
tional haste, and my irritable temper, what
troubles have they caused, and what sin! I
have made but little progress against them to
this day. . .

*March 7th. This morning, I endeavoyred
to cast myself and work upon that running
promise, ¢ Lo, I am with you;’ and reasoned
thus: This work of preaching is thy work: I

.am thy servant, and called to it by thee. I
have.no fitness for it, as thou knowest. Thou

_hast given this promise to thy servants, as
enough to bear them up in thy work; I will
thergiore cast myself upon it, and abide the
issue. By this course my mind was much
reli¢ved, and I desige to witness that in the
foggnoon lécture his presence was with me. -
It is a faithful promise. '

«April 22. This day was observed as a fast
in the family. My brother and James Wal-
lace having in prospect to be licensed, and all
of us to join in covenanting with the Associ-
ate Synod, in Philadelphia, and in the Lord’s
Supper—that we might seek of the Lord a
right way, and be influenced by proper mo-
tives in the Presbytery and Synod; also, that
we may be humbled for our sins and misim-
provements. Providence fuvoured us with
great quiet, and some comfort and enlarge-
ment in duty. * ' :

“Qctober 24th. This day the Lord’s Supper
is ta he dispensed—Rev. James Irvine to asg
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sist. Never, in all my life before, was the
giddiness in my head so great—never so much
confusion of thought as now—so much filled
with vexing fears—or mental‘energy so pros-
trate. I cried and said that he must help me,
or [ would sink—the work would come to a
stand and this ordinance be dishonoured. T
requested that he would cause me to feel-the
truth of his promise.

«0 for a tongue to praise him for that day!
He did answer me till my heart was full to
overflowing, and far beyond what can be ex-
pressed by the words of mortals. There is

indeed a blessed truth in his promise, and -

a blessed enjoyment in fellowship with him,
even here. i most sensibly perceived it; it
was no enthusiasm. As soon will this dark
earth emit sunbeams, as the principles of fallen
man yield to-the soal what [ felt. It whas
effected by the means of his own word. Heb.
ii. 10, “For it became him, for whom are all
things,” &ec.

At the table I took hold of his everlasting
love, and gave up myself, my wife and my
children to be his, wholly and evermore.

“Oh! what must heaven be where the soul
is ever full of -these holy influences of his
Spirit! .

“I am now ashamed of my unbelieving
fears. On the Monday I had great freedom
on Psalm xcix. 1: ¢I will sing of the mercies
of the Lord for ever.’

« March 10th, 1831. This evening I felt

-
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nduch at reading the opinion of the Supreme
Court, in the case of the poor oppressed Cha-
. rokees. My feelings rose to an intemperate
warmth, for which a reproof soon came; the
psalm which came in course to be sung that
evening, was—

¢ Do thou from anger cease,

And wrath, see thou forsake also:
Fret not thyself in any wise
. That evrily thou sbcnidst do.’—Psalm xxxvii.

~ «1 also observed, in the following verse, a
striking application to the case that was hefore
me, promising deliverance to the oppressed,
and destruction to the oppressor.

¢ For those that evil doers are

«1 will, therefore, wait patiently to see how
the truth and right will come out; but I fear
that the government is sinning away the life
of the nation by its perfidy to these people.

« March 28th. I have been troubled to an
undommon degree with extraneous thoughts
coming suddenly when studying or in reli-
gious duty, and, at the same time, the subject
of study would suddenly.drop-out of mind.
Sometimes, too, while I was speaking. This
has caused me sometimes to go to the pulpit
with terror, lest I should suddenly become
- dumb. Sabbath morning—and at family
worship; especiall{ in singing, it has been
worst. . . . . . . | know not what to think
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concerning it. I am in his hand who is ever
faithfully executing the new covenant, and
wilk make good to come out of it. It may
have natural causes, and Satan may have an
agency in it; nevertheless, it may be a cor-

- re¢tion. I may have been vain df the power

of close thinking, and not thavkful. I have
doubtless voluntarily allowed my thoughts to
turn aside at improper times, and I have been
often but lightly affected with the great sub-
ject of salvation, Perhaps it may be a re-
straining of his consolatien from the hearers

by way of reproof. 8till, it is a mercy that’

he cantinues to be a reprover, and does not
cease to strive. Indeed, I think this apathy
and callousness as scarcely to have a thought
good or bad, in duties secret, private and pub-

lic, must be what is meant by ¢ causing bands

on our loins to lie.

« April 16th. Salem, on Saturday evening,
I bad great difficulty in callimg up my thoughts,
and. great mental prostration and discourage-
ment. But Psalm xlvi. 11, ¢ The Lorp of
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge,’ came to my mind, as a suitable text;
and it seemed, at the same time, suitable to
myself. April 17th, Sabbath morning. Still
perplexed and afraid kwould not be able to
carry through. Again, the same text came to
my relief; and I endeavoured to reason my
case before God thus: The cause for which I
am to plead this day I am sure is good. It

nearly concerns God’s glory and the prosperi- -

Fl
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ty of Zion, namely, Heb. x. 23, ¢Let us hold
fast the profession of our faith without waver-
ing’ 1am called this day to serve thee. I
have ro strength or suitable frame for it with-
- in myself. Thou hast referred. to this very
passage for“all that I need. This word ean-
not fail; if I can but cast myself upon it, neither
will I fail, I will®not listen to my unbelief
or to Satah. I will go and proclaim this
despised subject, and let Satan rage and back-
sliders reproach. T

«Sabbath evening. I have been carried
through with great liberty.. Truly, ¢He is
faithful who hath promised,’ as saith the text,
and I have found it so. And I infer that He
will not leave me in amy labour or difficulty
which I may have to ‘endure for the profes-
sion’s sake. This difficulty has already cen-
tinued four years with some in the Presbytery
.who are friends to the union in Secotland, and’
to loose measures, especially in the matter of
admission of people and ministers from that _
body, (United Secession,) and in matters of
.discipline; and it seems to be far off the end
of it yet.

« April 18th. Awakened this morning just
in time to prevent an insect going into my
ear. The providence of God, in keeping us
during sleep, when we may be so easily in-
vaded by man or beast, is very wonderful.

«21st, Preached at Hebron, before Preshy-
bytery on occasion of a Presbyterial fast, from
Jer. ix. 1—5, with freedom. In the evening
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I went with Mr. Miller; he was thrown out
of the wagon and severely stunned—and I
narrowly escaped. Nothing but a merciful
Providence saved oar lives.

« 24th. Preached at Salem with freedom,
and in the afternoon, with great comfort, from
8 Cor. iv. 17, ¢ For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of gldry.’

%26th. Arrived safe at home, and found
my dear family well. . . .. ¢ Henceforth thy

Im cxxi. :

«June 9, 1831. This was the most solemn
occagion that ever was in this place. Forty-
six members of the congregation, with their
hands lifted up to the Most High God, did
. vow and swear to him, in the words of the
Lord, appointed by Syned for renewing our
covenant engagements. On the Sabbath fol-
lowing, the sacrament of the suppes was dis-

pensed. < o

“ My fears were disappointed ; I was afraid
-I would be in a cold, lifeless, indifferent frame
—afraid there would be but very few willing
to join, and. that the work would probably
meet with great opposition. But none of
‘these things happened. I ascribe it te ¢ His
grace that fatleth never’ that it was put into
the hearts of so many Yo give themselves to
the Lord. [ have great inward satisfaction in
thinking that I and my beloved wife have
voluntarily and expressly given ourselves to

ﬁ?g out and in God keep for ever will.’—



75 MEMOIR OF

him, and we are his. There has been.afforded
all manner of outward countenance. Messrs.
Campbell and Wallace were assisted in speak-
ing very suitably. I considered it an advan-
ta%e that I had to promounce, audibly, the
solemn engagement; it made a deep and
solemn impression. 1f I am not greatly mis-

- taken, my heart said amen. I preached on
the Sabbath, on these words: ¢For ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that when
he was rich, for our sakes he became, poor,
that we through his poverty might be rich,’
on which I had freedom and comfort. This
was a time never to be Torgotten, on account

'og the solemn vows and spiritual enjoyments
of it.

“August 25th., We judged we were called
as a family to fast, chiefly on account of the
affliction of my beloved wife, and also em
account of the small signs of grace-among the
children-e-the great and prevailing indifference
to religion among the young—the low state
of religioh in general—and the abounding of
error-and wickedness, and also my own com-
plicated affliction, giddiness, mental prostration,
and low spirits; and there has not followed
covenanting, that true reviving of heart-reli-
gion which ought to be. "

¢ After endeavouring to be particular in
confession and suppli&n, ‘we endeavoured
again to give up-ourselves and family to God
in Christ, and‘to take him as revealed in the
mew covenant to us, as all eur salvation dnd
all our desire. :
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« December 24th. The affliction of my part-
- ner still continues. Having fallen into great
bodily weakness and nervous disorder after
the birth of James—she is, in addition, left to -
be sorely tossed with temptations, and, parti-
cularly, in thinking that her neglecting to
keep family worship one time when I was
absent, is the unpardonable sin. This is a
sore trial to us both. The subtlety with
which, the tempter endeavours to keep her
- mind under the most distressing fear, is won-
derful. Yet his malice brings about good to
us both, for never did we before have so
many and interesting conversations on spiritual
matters,=—s0 many texts of scripture searched
" for help, and so many errands to the throne of
grace. Sometimes, she would be, to appear- .
ance, wholly relieved by some argument or
text; but presently, again, the fearful thought
would be darted into her mind, and this
. would be added, ¢that if that really wasthe
* unpardonable sin, it could not be altered, and
all this- apparent relief was but -8elusion.’
Texts that spoke comfort did ngt belong to
one in her case, she feared. At one time,
however, she obtained relief some length of
time 4rom the words of the.prophet: ¢The
bruised reed will he not break, the smoRing
flax will he not quench.’ And at another
time, still more from these words: ¢ The Lord
shall fight for you,and ye shall hold your
peace.” Another means resorted to, which
also had good effect, and afforded an argument
™ -
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against the temptation, was, to draw up ex-
press confession of the sin she thought she
had committed, and of self-devotement to
Christ anew, and to sign her name to the same.

“ December 24th, 1831. Distressed with
doubts and fears about my state before God,
and harassed with thoughts of my sins, which
are many and aggravaled, and especially my
neglecting of family worship, and the sinful,
disobedient, distrustful and rebellious thoughts
of my heart on that occasion respecting it;
deeply convinced that the seeds of every abe-
mination are in my heart, and that in me, that
is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing, and
that, for any thing good and spiritual, I have
no strength, nor am I able to keep myself
from sliding back and falling into distrust and
.despair. But, sincerely desirous to be deli-
"~ vered from all this sin and misery in God’s
way, and to be ashamed -on account ef it ever-
more, agd te be sanctified, renewed, and
strengthened, that 4 may be able both to enjoy
and to pruise God for ever. And, perceiving
that thou, in thy sovereign providence, hast
[given] thy word to me in the Bible, wherein
thou art setting forth thy covenant of grace

fully,—Thyself as a gracious, merciful,-Ieyigg, '

sin-pardoning Father. Thy Son as a surety
righteousness, an able, willing, and everlasting
intercessor to save to the very uttermdst all
(even the chief of sinners of which I am one)
that come to him. And his blood, as blood
that cleanses from all sin,—and thy Holy Spirit




-

e e T Rl

® EEV. ‘A. GOEDON. - 79

to dwell in the heart for ever, to apply to it
all the benefits of Christ’s death and interces-
sion, and all the comforts of thy promises and
everlasting love. Believing that this is all
that my deplorable cendition needs to make
me both holy and happy, and fit for thy ser-
vice,—and that thou hast warranted and in-
vited me to accept of all this, saying, ¢ whoso-
ever will, let him take of the water of life
freely.” 1 am heartily willing and desirous
to have thee, Father, and Son, and Spirit, one
God, as my God, according to the tenor of
the said covenapt of grace. I am willing to
be saved by it both from sinning and suffering
—and desire of thee to perform this great
work of sovereign mercy npon me, a sinner. -
I desire to be supported through all the temp-
tations and trials thou mayest send, and through
‘this present trouble by thy grace and to thy
glory. 1 desire to'be endbled to take hold of
all thy promises as made over'to me in Christ,
and, in the strength of them, to give myself -
unto thee in a life of new obedience, while
here, pressing after holiness, and fighting
agdinst the corruptions of my own heart and
Satan’s templations, and, at death, to resign
myself into thy hand, to be with thee for ever
in heaven. In testimony of my desird and
sincerity in all #ligis—I subscribe,
MareARET GORDON.

“January 17, 1$32. My dear companion
appears to be rgfieved from-her sore distress
at this time. ost heartily join with her in
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saying, ¢It hath been very good for us that
" we were afflicted” (And it waes indeed a very
sore affliction; her flesh has last its fatness, she
often forgot to eat her bread, trembling and
fear and dread overwhelmed her.) Yet it
was good. 1st. It answered several prayers
by terrible things in righteousness. In the
midst of it we were both distinctly answered,
especially as to vietory over sin and Satan.
2d. It has discovered to us our own weakness
to an astonishing degree, even in commanding
our own thoughts. So that one single thought
8o completely overmatched our strength that
it stood between the soul and all the consola-
tions of the word, like a wall of brass. We
_have seen our need of divine help to be abso-
lute, even against the streagth of a single
thought. ’

3. We have obtained a deeper view of our
own bottomless corruptions.

4. It gave me occasion to explain, and her
to understand, a great many texts of the word,
on the free offer of Christ, and God’s -love in
him to sinners. In this I was most sensibly
helped, even to amazement, in solving . her
doubts. * -

5. She had' also intervals during this trying
season, often wery short, but delightful above
the common degree; wherein God gave her
of the wine of his consolations—tastes of his
love, by which she was made to say—How
good is it to be near to God! '

“7th. We were taught the importance of
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free and frequent conversation on spiritual
concerns between husband and wile,

<8th. She has attained much in several of the
graces, particularly tenderness of conscience.

“9th. We have seen how the Lord knows
how to deliver the godly out of temptation—
and that he will with the temptation make a
way of escape; ‘For the snare is broken, and
we are escaped!” Lastly,I have obtained very
clear evidence that she is God® own child,
which renders her doubly dear to me in my
calling. ¢Ebenezer,” hitherto hath the Lord
helped. ¢The Lord shall fight for us, and we
shall hold our peace.’ ' .

These severe trials in his 6wn family by no
means prevented his ‘looKking also on the things
of others” Indeed they seemed to render him
more compassionate and tender in his regard
for all his brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus,
In a letter to a friend, with whom he kept up
a close correspondence for the last twenty
years of his life, from which correspondence .
several extracts will afterwards be given, he
thus writes. :

Sept. 23, 1832,
¢ had a line from Mr. S. last week, in which
he mentioned that Mrs. ’s health is still jn a
frecarious state. If I know my own heart,
deeply sympathize with _her, and you, and
the family, and in this Mrs. G. cordially joins.

“My prayer and hope is, $hat she may re-

“cover sound health; and be a blessing to all
the connexion ; but, more, that this application

.



8 MEMOIR-OF - .

may be abundantly sanetified; that the Son of

God may walk with her in this furnace, and
discover to her entire satisfaction excluding all
doubt, and to her overflowing consolation and
joy, that all that is His is hers. That this is
the fact I have no doubt; and I know of no
better thing on this side of Paradise to wish
to her than that she herself should have none
also. For then the soul is ready to rejoice and
triumph in all circumstances and conditions
through which it can possibly pass on its way
to the Father’s house above.”

An extract may also be given from another
letter, two months later, on the same subject,
as it may be useful and comforting to others in
affliction. : '

“You speak of my eoming down this
month. .1 would rejoice to do any thing that
would comfort or encourage you or Mrs. —
in your present affliction. But this will be
impracticable, as Mrs. G. is not well, and her
situation more critical since the fall she got
last month, I myself am also unfit to travel,
having a breaking out over me, which 1 do
not understand, as it is not like any thing I
ever saw. But I can say in truth that I-sym-
pathize with you. Nor do I forget, when I
go to the public Dispensary of the New Co-
venant to ask fora cordial, or healing medicine
for you. And I have a strong confidence that
this prelonged affljction of hers and yours wi

have a happy issue. I have still been led to .

ask for her life and health, and greater use-
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fulness to the cause of Christ. Now fhough
it would be unwise to set down any thing for
certain, yet I have observed in other cases that
when the Lord was not to grant a request,
I was left to forget it very often, and some-
times almost to overlook it. While it is true
we ought to ask such things in submission
only, yet it is our privilege fo ask, and I be-
lieve many a good thing and love-token we
receive not, because we ask not. I will take
the liberty of tellin$ you an incident in my
experience week before last. Several of us
were affected with a severe cold: Andrew, the
youngest but one, was taken more severely
than the rest, pulse and respiration hurried,
cough incessant with fever. We became
alarmed, as 1 thought either his Iungs were af-
fected or it was the croup, In either case he
was in great danger. We sent for a Doctor,
and in the mean time used the most efficient
means in our power. I endeavoured to lay my-
self and my child at the Lord’s feet. I said I
and my child were his, and he might do as he
pleased ; but, if it were his will, I desired his life,
and that he would bless the means I was using,
or lead me to the use of such as he would bless.
These words came to my mind : ¢Trouble not
yourselves, for his life is in him.” Acts’ xx%’
18. When I came home he was evidently
better, the doctor pursued the same course, and
-he {s now quite well. Shall I not believe that
this was an answer to prayer? I will set it
to the account of this faithful promise. ¢In
the day of trouble see that thou call on me, I ‘
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will deliver thee.” In asking thingsin sabmis-
sion, I think this to be a safe rule, 0 con-
. tinue asking until we either receive an an-
swer or are by some word or providence for-
bidden to ask it any more. oses continued
to ask that he might be allowed to cross Jor-
dan until God said, ‘Let it suffice thee: speak
no more to me of this matter.” Paul con-
tinued to beseech the Lord that he would re-
move the thorn in. the flesh, until the Lord
answered, ‘My grace is sufficient. for thee, and
my strength is made perfect in weakness.” In
both these cases it is true .the request was re-
fused, yet their prayer was not in vain; for
Moses, after having a sight of the earthly Ca-
naan, was taken in a peculiar manner by God
himself to the Canaan above. And never
saint had such an honourable funeral, for the
¢Lord buried him’> And Paul got what was
80 much better than the removal of this thorn,
that he goes away exulting in these memo-
rable words: ¢Most gladly therefore will I
rather glory in mine infirmity, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me.” When Peter
was cast into prison by Herod, prayer was
made without ceasing of the church.unto
God for him. And this was a thing- they
could only ask in submission. Now, my-dear
friends, follow the same rule, as perhaps you
‘do.  Let the heart, without cooling, and
without wavering from the right end, namely,
_ service in the cause of Christ, in the family and
the church, desire her restoration to -health.
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And if the desired answer comes, how sweet
to the taste of faith! You will then say God
has heard us. this time, he will be with us
-still in trouble to deliver us. He will thear
us again. It would be an accession of delight
and of spiritual strength- to the heart above the
powers of human language. And if you should
ngt get this request, you will get something
expressing God’s eternal love through his'Son
Jesus that will more abundantly fill and satis-
fy your -hearts, and cause you to say, ‘Most
gladly will I rather glory in this infirmity,’
&c. We ought to believe that this affliction
will contribute to the life of the soul. Now

it would be no small contribution if we will

learn this practical lesson, to know what God
will do in marvellous condescension 1n answer
to the prayers of his weak children. And if in
addition it occasion us to search deeply into

our ways—if it occasion much- humility and"

brokenness of heart, and a strong sense of our
need of sovereign mercy—if it'teach us to
wait patiently on God,—if it occasion us to
discover the loathsomeness of sin, and the in-
comparable and ineffable heauty of the blessed
Saviour, it will be good ground for saying,
¢It hath been very good for me that I was afflict-
ed.”—You should be earnest to discovgr with
Job, ¢wherefore He contends’ with you.
MightIventure to suggest,that yourdisappoint-
ment at my not coming down so often this
season, is perhaps meant, in adorable Provi-

’
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dence, to teach us to look-more away from all
creatures, and more to the eternal fountain of
all consolation ?*’

At this time Mr. G. received from Mrs.
Russel of Stamford, a manuscript of the me-
moirs of her relative Mrs. Campbell, of Torrich,
in Scotland, said not to have been before print-
ed. In-a letter dated Sept. 1832, he says,
«]I have just finished, this week, Mrs. Camp-
bell’s Memoirs, and have been well repaid by
the delightful themes which it has brought be-
fore my mind, and especially the unutterable
ravishment the soul enjoys while it contem-
plates the eternal love of Father, Son and Holy
Ghost terminating upon itself.”” He thus no-
tices Mra. Campbell in his memoirs. ¢ She
lived in the last persecution under Charles II.,
was a most godly exercised woman, affording
a clear, full and practical testimony to the doc-
trines of the Reformation.

«T record this circumstance because it was a
thing of the very kind I so much wanted, some
time previous, while writing on that subject.
And although too late for a place in those pa-
pers, yet it 18 now published by itself. I con-
sider it a favour in hely Providence by which
I am made acquainted with Mrs. C. and her
large circle of religious acquaintances, and, to
some extent, with the state of religion and
affairs of the church.at that time.”
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CHAPTER VII.

It is well known thyoughout the bounds of
the Associate chureh, that for many years the
Presbytery of Cambridge was afflicted by in-
ternal dissensions connected with mattersof dis-
cipline. Mr. Gordon,whowas always-an active
member and took a decided part, may some-
times have erred in expressing his sentiments
with undue warmth, or in not bearing with
sufficient patience the opposition of those he
believed to be unreasonablé or wicked men.
Yet in looking over his letters written during
this period, in very many of which allusions
are made to the troubles in Presbytery, no
word of bitterness or railing escapes him.
I mean by this that though he called things by
what he thought to be their right names, yet he
never spake of any with whom he could not
agree, without grieving that it was so; and
seemed more ready to ask why God. had per-
mitted these trials to come on the church and on
himself, than to indulge in a railing on censo- -
rious spirit. C

In a letter alluding to this subject he says,
%1 have been sometimes endeavouring to solve
this question, Why is it that He who worketh
all things according to the counsel of his own
will has seen good to lay it on me to have to
do, and ‘so long to do with such a man? I
take it for granted that it was righteous, and
that it has been in mercy and love. The in-
finitely wise love and mescy of Gad sees it to
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be needful, oftentinves, to administer very bit-
ter and powerful medicine, in order to effect
a sound cure. Therefare, farther, I take it for
granted that something wrong in me required
that I should have just so much to do with such

aman. Ibelieve my natural temper, especially - .

my impatience, needed it. I believe I need-
ed it to be taught better to distinguish between.
“men and principles. I have looked upon it
also as a righteous correction for my own past
latitudinarianism and coldness to the Secession
cause.. I have also taken it as a trial of my
many professions and vows of steadfastness and
love to my profession which I have made since,
namely : whether ¥ would stand to them or not.
I also greatly needed it to force me into a mere
distinct acquaintance with church discipline
and order. It was also needed to humble me.
Lastly, it was needed to teach me to bring all
matters to a throne of grace, and to bear on the
arm of Christ to carry me along through every
part of my ministerial duty. And perhaps it
may be preparing me for something future.””
On account of the difficulties in Presbytery,
it had occurred to several of the-members si-
multaneously to propose fasts tc ’
One in some central place for the
bytery and one in each congregati
ter of July 18th this year (1832
the proposed fast, he says:
“] am truly glad at such a c
viewsamong us. It may be this
for good. If I know my own b

f
J
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sincerely and truly nothing else than the fruth
and the peace, and in the matter have no de-
sire to bring any thing personal into view, but
only common ground which we may all well
enough take.

~ «If I drew up the reasons [of a fast] it might
prejudice against them, as you know he
has expressed himself with great keenness.
against me in particular.””’—“In the reasons,
I would not take up the blame or the merit
attaching to any, but state as the main thing
that the Head of the church has a controvers;
with us. This is manifest from the consi-
deration that there is not a congregation in the
-Presbytery which has not been visited with:
trouble and distress of some kind, in some cases
80 as to threaten their existence. The minis-
try have been more or less connected with it
all. This may be supposed an aggravation of
the trouble. We and the people have been
in danger of division. ‘We have been a
reproach to our neighbours round about” Re-
proach has been brought upon the cause for
which we appear.

“The edification of the church has suffered a
great interruption; and unless the Lord in
mercy put a stop to the evils that have caused
all this, we cannot look for any thing but the
most grievous disasters to follow till we be de-
stroyed. These I consider sufficient reasons
for a fast. And also for putting the inquiry,
¢Show me wherefore thou contendest with

8%
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me? °Is pride at the bottom? Has there been a
seeking our own things and our own pleasure,
and a neglect of the things of Christ? Has
there been a coldness and indifference to the
profession,—a carelessness and distaste to-
wards ordinances? —a pervading formality and
hypocrisy in our fasts? Hus there been a
despising of preceding chastisements, and over-
looking of his frequent rebukes? Such ques-
tions every one of us, ministers, elders, and
people, ought to put home to our own con-
sciences. Again, as we would consider peace,
harmony, and cordiality a great mercy, ought
we not with fasting and prayer to seek it ear-
nestly, and especially, that tha labours of the
Commission, 1n order to this very end, may be
blessed? .

After the fast had been observed ia his own
congregation, he thus writes: ¢ Yesterday whe
observed as a day of fasting and humiliation.
I was so tired that I thought of nothing to-day
but how to recruit myself for the work of Sab-
bath. When a fast is observed'down in your
bounds, one can help another; but I have to be
alone at these times.

“] mean not to complain of my Master’s ser-
vice, for I must bear him witness that always
when I had extra labour to perform, I had ex-

tra assistance granted me. ¢As®my day, so-

was my strength.” And to him all pratse is due.
. My desire is constantly to go on in the strength
of God the Lord, without complaining or

.
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murmuring. Yet my weak and feeble Besh is
frequently much’ exhausted, and my mind too
séems as though the power of thinking and ar-
ranging thought had forsaken it for a time.
We had a very full meeting. I.do not re-
member ever to have had so strong a sense of
any ‘duty on myemind as I had respecting our
fasting in Presbytery and eongregation. If
there has been a general melting of hearts into
contrition and godly sorrow, it will be the pre-
cursor of good from our glorious Head, and I
hope it has been so with many. But if the
generality have only uttered before him ¢good
words’ from .a heart not sincere with him, -
our very fasting itself is yet greater cause of
mourning than any thing before it, and we
may justly fear that he will ¢write bitter things
ageinst g, and. that sadder days await us,
famely: A gospel preached without profit, and
a people professing a form of sound words
hardened—lifeless and cold, but full of the
things of this present world, and full of evil
affections one toward another. We would
need to fast always or to be always ina fast-
ing spirit. I am convinced both by the word
and providehce, that to have a frame comport-.
ing with our witnessing profession, and wiB"
the signs of the times, we ought to be ¢ clothed
in sackcloth,’ during the period of our minis.
try at least, and some generations of ministers
after us. Write me very soon any thing‘you
have to say. With much esteem, L@
; v A. GORDORy
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After the presbyterial fast had been ob-
served, he, in a letter written shortly after, thus
alludes to it: «I was never more fully as-
sured in my mind of the correctness of any .
measure, than I was of our preshyterial fast.
It might have been a means of peace and har-
mony, for if hearts melt indeed pthey will easily
run into one. But independent of that, and
though it should produce nothing of that na-
ture, it was right, and my heart rejoiced that it
oceurred simultaneously to so many of us. If
did neither improve it nor regard. it, it
will not make us unaccepted in our deed be-
fore God, nor prevent his blessing coming
down to us.”” . -

7

3

CHAPTER VIIL ‘

On May 3d, 1832, Mr. Gordon had the hap-
pingss to see his brother David, over whose
progress he had watched with a father’s care,
ordained to the office of thg gospel ministry. -
Under this date he says, in his memoirs, ¢« We
have just returned from wjtnessing and taking
part in the qrdination of my brother in Salem

»E0 ation. An event that carries much of
\,?y and kindness in it to me. When I
f Tirst’falked of the matter to him, in 1811, then
only in\ his seventh year, there was but little
prospeck gf my attaining to that length, and
auch less of it in respect of him. Human

———— e e .



T—

REV. A. GORDON. 93

wisdom could not have foreseen it. Human
means could not have effected it. I trust that
in him the Lord will raise ip an advocate for
the covenanted reformation. The Lord has
in his own way defeated some evil purposes
to bar up his way to ordination and settlement
there.

“ But alas! that I should, under so many
mercies, continue so long as I have been, in a
stupid dead frame, and be so slow to put entire
confidence in him. I trust the time will come.
when he will ¢ quicken me according to his
word. .

“June 16th. 1 have just returned from Sy-
nod—safe—health improved —all well in my
absence—Mprs. Gordon not destitute of com-
forts from former texts. . :

“In Synod—Reformation cause maintained
in several decisions. In particular the one
which decides, there is no reason for breaking
fellowship with the original seceders in Scet-
land, who are under great reproach, contend-
ing for the truth:—token for good that the
younger menibers of Synod appear to be draw-
ing closer to the cause of truth. ¢ Forthe Lord
will not cast off his people, neither will he for-
sake his inheritance, br judgment shall return
unto righteousness, an ﬂl the gpright in heart
shall follaw ijt.’

June 30th. Saturday before the sacrament

. of the supper, being polluted with sin in my

best thoughts, I come to thy blood to wash—
weak for every spiritnal .aet required of me, I
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come to thy refreshing fable for strength—"~
with a heart hard gpd cold, I come for thee to
shed down upon it the melting warming in-
fluence of thy Spirit. I come that the con-
fusion of my thoughts may be cleared, and
that I may see thy hpauty and mine own
vileness, that my heart may receive strength
and farther establishment in thy grace. I
will celebrate thy death as a satisfaction to Di-
_wvine justice for my sins, and as the death of
. all sin #n me ; I will celebrate it as our triumph
over Satan and the world. I will come that
1 may declare I am thine, bought with thy
blood, that thy death is the meritorious ground
of all the communion that shal] be from this
time and for ever between God and my soul
in grace and glory. I take it as a sure pledge
that my Lord shall come the second time,
and that I shall be caught up in the ajr to meet
him. - .

«July 1st. Sabbath. Preached from Hosea
il. 19, 20, where 1 had great liberty and satis-
faction in setting the marriage contract pro-
posed by Christ before the people, and in
_-pressing them to consent to be his. And I
also did on that solemn occasion at the table,
and in the family twot‘aip] expressly consent
to be Christ’s,aas did also my beloved com-
panion, and to take hip to be our Head, ac-
cording to the tenor of the contract.” Here
follows a form of covenanting signed by Mrs.
Gordon. ”

“The Lord said to me this day, being the
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day of the celebration of the Lord’s supper, in
the action sermon, ¢I will betroth thee unto
. me for ever, I will betroth thee unto me in
righteousness and in judgment, and loving-
kindness and mercies. 1 will even betroth
thee unto me in faithfulness, and thou shalt
know the Lord’ [Hoyea ii. 19, 20.] To. this
contract, in which he engages to do all, and to
take me as I am, absolutely worthless and
vile, and clothe me with his rightebusness and
beautify me with his holiness, and write his
law in .my heart, and bring me to a familiar -
and endearing knowledge of him, and nearness
to him, I did at the table consent, I do here
consent, and subscribe myself #:s¥rom hence-
forth even for ever; and do call him Zski, my
busband. ,

This 3d day of July, 1832. 1n the presence
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the holy
angels. MAaRrGARET Gorpow.”

July 15th, Sabbath morning: While seek-
ing to have assistance in his own work, that
promise fell on my mind, which has so often
done so: ¢My grace is sufficient for thee,’
&c. I said this promises only a sufficiency—I
want abundance. They that word came with
great power, ¢ Lo, 7 am with ygu.” In this 1
saw Christ and all his fulness was given to me,
and I had great courage that day and two
Sabbaths since.

Augal2. I had this day to rebuke a woman
for ante-nuptial fornication. The thought of
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having to do this, and my discourses, were
agitating my mind not a little, when the fol-
lowing words of the psalm fell with command-
ing power upon me :—¢ Be still, and know that
I am God.” I saw that this was both my duty
and present relief:—To be still and not vexmy -
mind unnecessarily before the time came, even
about duties. . This was to distrust and look
away from, Him, since ke who is all-sufficient
has promised to be with me always, even unto
the end. I saw that 1 was called to take every
step with my eye on him as my help, which i1s
enough to still the tumult of the soul. :

« Immediately on this my mind took an
opposite turh, and began to rove abroad, when
the latter part of the words came again, ¢ know
that I am God,)—which I viewed as a re-
proof from him who knows the thoughts, and
whom I was professing to serve with the heart.

¢¢ Oct. 14th, was a day of high communion
with Ged in Christ, a day to which I had been
looking for refreshment to myself, my com-
panion, and the congregation; and it came.
O what a heaven it would "be to preach under
a full gale of the Spirit, the sovereign, infinite,
eternal and unchangeable love of the Father
in sending his Son éngo our world, in circum-
stances so humiliating, to perform such a glori-
ous work of redemption from sin, and all this
in order that vile sinners might .be brought
first into his lower house, and then into his
presence above. O my soul, never forget that
thou didst then say unto the Lord— Thou art
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my God. O what joy! what delight! It is
most certain that he hears-prayer and performs
his own promise. I know it is good to draw -
near to God. I know that I felt to-day in my
soul what is in its nature calculated to make
me perfectly happy, and in due time i¢ will.”

1 have ohserved that on such occasiens Sa-
tan generally stirs up trouble, in order.to pre-
vent or mar edification—and there was trouble;
but God overruled it, and, as it were, quenched
the fire, and kept it from spreading,

Ten persons were admitted to the commu.
nion, a greater number than at any tinae before.

«QOct. 17th. This day I was to go out to
visit: one of the elders came with his horse to
take me in my wagon. We had gone but a
little way when the horse stopped on the hrow
of the hill (the collar being too narrow for him)
backed rapidly —upset —and broke several
things: we were both thrown out upon the
road, yet unhurt. How great a deliverance
was this! It would have heen no marvel, un-
der the circumstances, if we had both been
killed. To his mercy the praise is due. Af-
ter some time we proceeded, but the people
were not at home; and [ felt unwell, and una-
ble to proceed. Now it eame to my mind
that I had not been particular in the morning
in asking for divine direction. ‘

@ Jan. 1st, 1833. In answer to prayer, God
has dealt very mercifully with us. Three days
ago my seventh child was born. I may here
rezord, that great morey has been manifested
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at the birth of all the children. But Mrs. G.
gets no strength, and hardly any sleep. At
this time I am labouring under erysipelas,
which is very afflicting—yet I can see mercy
mixed with judgment; for my health otherwise
is good—mind more vigorous—my arma, so
that I can write—have been able, except one
day, to preach. When my legs became so
swollen that I could not stand, I sat, which I
could not do before. It has chastened my
spirit,and led me to views of sin as exceeding-"
ly tenacious and difficult to remove, and led
me to reflect on death with some profit. It
says to me, ¢ Be diligent in your work, while it
i3 day.”. I consider it.from God that the peo-
ple show a solicitude about my health.”  In
a letter of this date, after describing the symp-
toms, he says: '

“I am sometimes not far from discourage-
ment, but again I am assured I am in a friend’s
hand whase mercies never fail, and I desire to
wait patiently on his holy will—I need to take
the advice which I have often given to others,
and hope I shall not be left to prove to them,
by my impatience and unbelief, that it was all
outside work with me. Nevertheless I need
your prayers and counsel.”

Under date of Feb. 25th, he says in his
memoirs—¢ This evening smoke was disco-
vered to issue from a worm-hole in the kitchen
floor, and upon tracing it to its source we found
the sill was on fire: had it not been for this
timely discovery, the whole premises would

-
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have taken fire in the night. This is the third
time since I came to the U. States that fire has -
been detected in time, and always at night—
¢ Behold he that keepeth Israel, shall neither
slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper:
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.’

« April 26th. My dear wife has for three
weeks past been visited with a return of her
fear that it was the unpardonable sin. At the

. same time she does not regain strength, but

grows weaker under any means that are used.
The vexing suggestions- or temptations are
somewhat varied from what they were before,
but more sudden and violent, and especially in
forcible presentments of texts of seripture in

an inverted view.” \

CHAPTER IX.

The next event noticed - in the ¥ memoirs,”
was the most painful and distressing_of any
that cver befell him in his weary pilgrimage.
Mrs. Gordon’s feeble health has been alluded
to. She' was, perhaps, naturally. disposed to
melancholy, which tendency had heen greatly -
increased by her present debilitated state of
body. Being anxious to try change of sgene,
she was induced to wean her babe, then
about five months old, intending to bring her
to the meeting of the Presbytery at Hebron,
and the visit to Saratoga. She did not, however,
improve sufficiently to enable her to accom-
pany her husband, but at the time of Mr. Gor-
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don’s departure she gave no evidence that was
noticed of any aberration of mind. He says:

“ Presbytery was to meet in Hebron, and I
was to assist at the sacrament there. I felt
some doubt about leaving home, and would
not, but she seemed for some days previously
to be better, and consented I should go.

“But alas! the day after my departure her
trouble of mind returned, and her fear of that
awful sin, till as she afterwards expressed, her
distress could not come to a greater height.
While at family worship in this condition,
happening to read the 5th chapter of Matthew,
where it 18 said, ¢ If thy right hand offend thee,’
&ec., she took the idea that this was her duty,
and that if she would perform it, she might
got relief—went out as soon as worship was
over, and literally complied.

“ An elder brought-me the sad intelligence
on Sabbath morning at Hebron, and instead of
serving the Lord’s table I had a sorrowful and
silent travel home. This was a very severe
stroke. ° It was from the God of the covenant,
and my God in Christ. It becomes me, a
poor worm, to prostrate myself in the dust be-
fore him, who moves in a most mysterious way
—and to be still. His mighty hand hath
touched me. O that I may be suitably humbled,
and enabled patiently to bear, in faith, all that
he sends! O that'I may be led to right exer-
cises under it! T,

«I found, upon the same day that this took
place, I was preaching in Hebron with much

b
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. freedom, on the peculiarity of the afflictions of
God’s people, and insisting that they were to
be regarded as marks which the sovereign love
of God put upon his people individually. In
this light I have endeavoured to view this sore
afftiction to us both, @ mark of his sovereign
love. In thinking how and what I would
preach, on the first Sabbath, the words of the
prophet, Micah vii. 9, were suggested as fit:
¢I will bear the indignation of the L.ord, be-
cause I have sinned against him, till he plead -
my cause, and execute judgment for me.” (I
cannot say that I understand all this trial, even
at this distance, 1839:) some things were to be
plainly seen in it. For example, I had partigu-
larly besought the Lord in her behalf before,
and after going away. Trial,—will I believe
that this event will be no contradiction to a
gracioug answer? I had particularly com-
mitted all my concerns to him on the 121st
Psalm—Trial,—will I still trust them to him,
and go on in the service of his cause.’

Having promised, when leaving Hebron, to
write to the brother who was to assist immedi-
ately on his arrival, he sent the following:

April 20th, 1833,
My Dear Frienrs,—I promised to write to
you, but know not what to say, or how to put
this sore dispensation into words—I arrived
here last evening ar 9 o’clock. T have not
seen any thing to alfer my opinion of the case
of my dearest. I firmly believe her to be in

9*
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the bonds of God’s holy covenant—a child of
his ¢ walking in darkness and having uo light.’
Three things are the instruniental causes of
her present deep distress and mine, hysterical
affection, the workings of remaining unbelief,
* and the temptations of Satan. While we have
to contend againstthese fearful enemies, permit-
ted by our God to scourge us, because we have
broken his laws, and gone astray—we have at
the same time to be the subject of very cruel
and unfounded suspicions as to the state of
mind of my dearest, and her design. But I
must be brief on this very painful case. The
hand of God lies heavy upon us. O may his
Spirit be powerful and sweet within us. The
fe\lr seems to be subdued and the arm doing
well. She seems comparatively composed and
tranquil. I am confident the power of the
¢roaring lion’ is in all this. O that God would
either command him at-a distance, or give us
more power to resist.
Your affectionate brother and sister in
much love in the Lord,
- A. Gorpon.”
Mr. Gorgen's exercises of mind seemed like
that of the Psalmist—«I was dumb, arrd "open-
ed not my mouth—because thou didst it.*’
He was somewhat like Job in the number and
severity of his unparalleled afflictions. Like
him, too, he “was, not ix s 7, neither had
he rest, neither was he qol# yet trouble
came.” In six days after thisisore trial, the
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house in which he lived, together with nearly
all his Worldly property, was consumed by
fire. He thus records it:

“May 3d.

¢ Before.I had yet done contemplating and
recording the preceding event, the holy pro-
vidence of God has sent me another. Yester-
day our house, and nearly every thing in it,
was burnt to the ground at 2 o’clock in the
morning. ‘It was of the Lord’s mercies that
we were not consumed,’ either by temptations
or the fire, or both together. Had we slept

“ten minutes longer (and why we awoke at that

time 1 know not) in all probability four of the
children must have been consumed. Thdre-
fore I will sing of mercy as wel B
ment. A great sympathy is man

cially by distant brethren and c

and prompt and efficient aid sent

and all things we needed. It was

mighty hand that moved their hea .

had touched me. It was remarkable that the
day before tbe burning I was led to fix on
Psalm Ixvi. 12, for the afternoon: ¢ Though we
passed through fire and water,thou broughtest us
to a wealthy place.” I niust avail myself of
this place to state, in capfutation of a yery
uncharitable and groundless suspicion &rcu-
lated’ against my afflicted partner—that it is
within my certain knowledge, that the fire
proceaded from ashes having fire among them,

4
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which I myself carried out and forgot to
quench.” :

The following letter, written shortly after,
will show the state of his mind at this time.

“May 20th, 1833.

My pEAR Broruer 1n Curist,—This day
I received yeurs of the 15th inst. It is eon-
solation throughout to us both. Allow my
heart to say, ¢l was naked, and ye clothed me.’
This I record now in the firm belief that it
will be pronounced to you by Christ at the
day of judgment. I have scarcely yet taken
my thoughts five minutes at a time off the so-
lemn lesson which my God has set before me.
The first two sabbaths after it I found that I
“could study none at all, unless I could find a
text that bore directly on the case, and that
set my duty before me. And I write now
only because I know you will bear with me
writing about that alone—To speak my feelings
is impossible. But I will mention some of
the texts that have heen brought to my mind
as suityble to direct our exercises on the occa- *
sion.

“The first that occurred was, Micah vii. 9:
¢I will bear the indignation of the Lord,” &e.
I tried to preach on this on forenoon of sab-
bath#irst, Psalm Ixvi. 12: ¢ Though we passed
through fire and through water, yet thou
broughtest us to a wealthy place.” Ihad chosen
this the day before the house was burnt. On
the morning when the house was burning, and
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before any body had yet come, while running
about in the grave-yard naked, and scarcely in
the right use of my reason, because under some
apprehension that all the children had not been
got out, the words of Job came forcibly on
my mind: ¢ Naked came I from my mother’s
womb and naked shall T return thither—the
Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the l.ord:’ and I felt much
better by it. Yet stil} it recurred to me that
my God was angry, and pleading a controversy
with me and mine. Then I reflected on my
frame of heart in prayer—in conversation—or
the manner in which I had heen exercising my
ministry, and pleaded guilty. Yet I could not
see that I could follow a different course re-
specting the public cause, either in Presbytery
or any where else.” And still the dispensation
seemed dark. Some time during the day these
words came to my mind: ¢Be still and know
that I am God.” ¢And Aaron held his peace.’
I felt in some measure able to acquiesce, and
, have henceforth endeavoured to hold my peace,
because it was God that did it; and I #hink I
have felt comfort in doing so. The next word
that came was, ¢ What thou knowest not now,
thou shalt know hereafter.” This word has
cone very often, and I infer that we shall all
in God’s time see more clearly into these sad
events. In the mean time, it occurred to nie
as the most important thing at present, to at-
tend to how to carry myself straight through
this trial, so as to give before the people a
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proper testimony to the reality of vital religion,

. and keep from stumbling myself into any snare
.br wrong behaviour.

¢« Satan has net been idle all this time with-

in me. His first assault, which was begun be--

fore I left you, and continued at intervals, was,
¢ what signifies now all your petitions for Mrs.
G. dnd family, and your leaving them on God
in your absence? Has.God regarded them, or
is there any thing ¥n it atall? I said, yes. If
God had not heard and regarded, and set a
bound t6 thee, it would have been her life in-
stead of her hand; but it is only her hand, acd
that only the left. ¢Therefore I will look unto
the Lord, I will wait for the God of my salva-
tion. My God will hear me.” And in due time
those very petitions for a return of spiritdal
consolation to her will be heard. I trust that
such good will come out of even these sad ca-
lamities to us both, as will cause us to sing, <It
hath been very good for me that I was afflicted,’
&e. -Another temptation —¢ But you have sung
and prayed this word—¢Thou shalt not need to
be-afratd for terrows of the night.” What has be-
come of that, seeing that your house Was burned
in the night? Ans. If that faithful promise had
not awakened us from sleep at 2 o’clock in the
morning, we would all have been consumed in_
the flames. We have lost nothing that we can
take with us to heaven. Therefore I see it is
[owing] to this very promise that we are all
saved. Another: What will those against
whom you have been contending say— What
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spzculations and conjectures will there be asto
the state of Mrs. G.’s mind? How will people
gaze, &c. This may be our trial, but not our
sin. These are a speeimen-of his.temptations.

¢ There is one thing that hss perplexed me
and others; namely: What is the character of
Mors. G.’sact? Some have taken the idea that it
was altogether a great sin; and I was partly led
into this. But on after and more mature consi-
deration, I find a &ifficulty ip the way of saying
so. It would no doubt have been so if she had
been in a sound state of mind.and body; but
neither was so. I know certainly that great .
nervous debility had greatly disordered the
imagination at times that same week. How
far to view it as sinful.in her, and how far it
was her affliction, I do not know, I have said
little to her on this one point, for fear I should
¢wound her whom God had smitten.” But it
would be well if some correct views of the act
could be given to the people, whom I certain-
ly do not blame for being greatly astonished
and alarmed. But it is a task to which I am
not equal. ; :

« Qur sacrament is settled for the fourth sab-
bath of June, and I feel so feecble and unfit for

- much study or speaking that I would like

much to have two to assist at this time, Thave

“invited David, and I would much desire you;

we have all very much need of your counte-
nance and encouragement. Although we have
no house of our own, we will in all probability
have one by that time; and it would be very de-
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sirable to have you and Mrs. M likewise.
Mrs. G.’s arm 1s nearly healed; her health im-
proves, and she has some returns of comfort. -

«1 had a letter from brother C at the
same time with yours: he had.also heard of the
first sad event, but not of the second. I have
not written to any body yet, except you- and
brother David, and it will be some time- before
I candoit. It so opens up the wounds afresh,
that I am. not able to stand it. And I do not
know that much writing would comport with
the state of mind in which people will expect
me to be, and in which I ought to be. But if
you would undertake this for me, and let such
brethren know as would have some claim on
me to be informed, and Mr. C among the
rest, I would esteem it as from my friend and
brother. With much love to you, we remain
your afflicted brother and sister.

A. Gorpox.

«N.B.Ishould have mentioned another temp-
tation with which I am frequently beset.—
When the merciful Lord is turning the hearts
of many of his people to wympathlze with mae,
and to pour in consojation, this thought c§mes
often with sudden force—¢ Now you are a-tried
and experienced Christian. There are féw that
have come your length.” Thus, you see he
tries me on both extremes. ButIam in God’s
hand. Yesterday, May 20th, I received a letter
from B e enclosing a very large present in-
deed. I blush-and am ashamed to think that
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so great attention and kindness should be paid
by God and his people to a poor worm of the
earth. A G

From the “ Memotirs,”” and from letters writ-
ten at this time and for several months, it would
appear that heavy trials were still sent, which
he endeavoured to improve.

Under date of May 17th, he says, «Itis a
weighty concern to carry straight under this
sore trial, which is continuing and increasing
10 me through the astonishing want of consi-
deration, misapprehension, and cruel jealousies,
_ that meet me in the face every where. It is
extremely difficult, as I alore must meet it.
Whatever I say or propose is most unaccount-
ably misunderstood or distrusted. I proposed
to our session to delay the dispensation of the °
supper at this time, and to hold a fast and en-
treat the Lord that we might be brought to
one mind. Also, that- the advice of brethren
in the ministry might be sought: both of which
was done, but without effect.

It was almost impossible to obtain any
hired help in the house at this time. So I
was obliged to be nurse by night and day,
David being only six months old. This child
pulled over the coffee pot,and scalded himself;
and John, the oldest, got his arm broken. But
there were two things which contributed chief-
ly to support me through all this. - First, that
I was enabled every Sabbath to preach, and

10 :
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secondly, my mind was led through the whole
summer to texts that seemed apposite both to
comfort and to direct to proper exercise.

The text being found, my own case brought
the subject before my mind, and thus I was
enabled to discourse in circumstances which
otherwise would séem to have made it impos-
sible to preach at all.”

CHAPTER X.

None of the trials he met at this time,
pained him so much as the view that was
taken of Mrs. Gordon’s melancholy act, com-
mitted during mental derangement. It is
thought there can be no impropriety in pub-
lishing a few extracts from letters written
during the summer of 1833. Tt is hoped and
believed no one’s feelings can now be injured
by them. Mr. Gordon himself frequently ex-

‘pressed a strong desire that the case of his de-
ceased wifle might be fairly set before the
Christian public, who had heard of it. This
I shall endeavour to do as faithfully and judi-
ciously as I can.

“June- 3d, 1833. My dear brother, I re-
ceived yours of May 27th, from which I per- .
ceive you had not received mine, posted pre-
viously. I stated one thing that is likely to
cause perplexity and trouble, and I was very
desirous of your presence and judgment, and
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in what light to view Mrs. Gordon’s act, and
“her present case? To-day the session met,
and among other things this was noticed. . I
. am placed in a most painful situation. My
mind was asked, and I tried te give it honest-
ly and uprightly as far as I could; but it does
not seem to be the mind of the session. They
are of the opinion, she cannot be allowed to
come forward at this time. I have no doubt
but they are really honest, and are acting ac-
cording to the best of their judgment. But
to tell her, if she is disposed to come forward,
to stay back, is a task T am not equal to, and so
far as 1 know my own conscience, feeling and
affection, have not sufficient light to see that it
is a duty to do so. My dear friend,I am in a
strait, and what shall I say? It is His will
that I should so be—my soul is really troubled.
I feel as though my nature would give way,
yet I try to hope, and look for the day to
break. The session expressed a desire to take
advice, and you were spoken of in particular.
If you could come any time, I would get them
together, and hear your mind. I will endea-
vour to cast myself on His mercy and submit
my judgment of the case. I only add, that I
do not wish my feelings, which T cannot avoid
expressing, to have any undye weight on your
mind. We are now in a small house by our-
selves, about three-fourths of .a mile from the
.meeting-house. Pray that my faith fail not,
and that the Lord may make this darkness
light. . A. Gorpon,”
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In a letter dated June 10th, he says, I con-
sider Mrs. Gordon considerably better; the
arm is healed. Her gtrength somewhat in-
creased, and, 8o far ‘as able, she again takes
part in the affairs of the house. The thought
of what has been done gives her at times trou-
ble, and I am not without fear at times that
she may be tried on that account. Indeed,
it has already frequently been a matter of
doubt with her, whether ever a child of God
was left to do such a thing. Yesterday I had
for my text, Psalm xxxiv. 19: ¢ Many are the
afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord de-
livereth him out of them all.’ But it was the
next verse that caught 4er eye, namely, ¢ He
keepeth all his bones, not one of lhem is
broken.’ After we came home, she asked me
to explain it. After I had done so, I asked
her, if that text did not come to her notice,
accompanied with a suggestion. that she was
not one of the righteous? She said it did.

August 6th, 1833,
My pear BrOoTHER,— _

I received your letter this evening. Tacknow-
ledge I should have written to you. Butlam
so pressed by one trouble after another, that I
scarce know what I am doing, or what I should
do. The list is so long, I am afraid to begin
it. Soon after you were gone John.came
home with a swelling in his knee, which the
doctar thought might make him a cripple for
life, However, by blistering, he was able to
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- go to work in two weeks. But before he was
away, his brdther came home with his feet
swelled almost to bursting with poison. Be-
fore he was better, our girl took sick, and went
home, and I could not get another. By night
and day I have had to be a nurse myself. At
length I got one of my brother-in-law’s little
girls, who does as much as she can. But again
John came home last Saturday night with his
right arm broken at the wrist; and on the °
same day, James, the youngest but one, was
seized with croup; it became alarming to-day,
g0 that I could no longer trust my own skill,
and sent for the doctor. I am now sitting up
watching him, while the rest are asleep.
Yesterday the session met, when I had the
fresh pain of finding that their difficulty re-
mains in all its force; and they stick at a point
where it seems impossible even to -help them;
namely, they are convinced that the act was
done in the due use of reason, which 1 Znow
was not the case, neither do I think it possible
under the circumstances. Here hangs a dark
cloud, which I pray.God, in mercy to them
and to me, to dispel. But I must stop. 1am
still the child of many mercies. I never saw
more vividly in my life, or felt more comfort-
ably the security of the man’s house that is
built on the Rock Christ crucified. 1am now
[lecturing] in the 3d chapter of Galatians;
and last Sabbath I had a most delightful text,
Isa. xxvi. 4: ¢Trust in the Lord for ever, for
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.’
10* '
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‘I am sure we both deeply sympathize in your

affliction. May it be of short continuance, and

work out a far more exceeding and eternal
_ weight of glory. I trust I shall not be led to
“forget her ¢ase until an answer comes.

Ir mﬁoor wife had access to such- a
neighbour, how exhilarating it might be! But
why should I begin to pine or desire what
Providence has refused? Her mind is now
more vigorous than when you were here, but
the body very feeble; and what the issue may
be is knowp only to our Father in heaven. Her
lungs are considerably affected by sympathy.
O that I could entirely rest with all my cares
in His sovereign hand. I kaow he is wise, and
cannot be mistaken-—very pitiful, and will not
afflict or grieve me willingly. I know he ne-
ver fails,  Still I am flesh as well as spirit, and
I assure you that some of the past weeks the
conflict has been terrible. These words of Job
have frequently come into my mind: ¢ Though
he slay me, yet will I trust in him,” and its
coming to me under sueh circumstances bears
the mark of the Master’s hand. Under this
conviction I have endeavoured to joia with it,
and say amen. I will adhere to this cause and
this ministrv, this hope of salvation, come of
me what will. ’

“I have hought the house in which I live,
(for which some blame me,)—have engaged a
workman to make a study and two small bed- .
rooms. I had a letter from W—— S : he
has bought $55 21 worth of excellent books
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—Mr. Beveridge has bought $32 worth of
excellent and cheap books. He received from
Argyle $50; of Mr. J. M. $10; of the congre-
gation of Philadelphia, $55 56.

« If Satan ‘meant to make me poor, he missed
it. It would really seem ‘as if there was to
be a resemblance to Job’s case in that point
too. I remain yours, A. Gorpon.

Aogust 20, 1833.

«] am in my tucn anxious to hear from you,
and how it fares with 3 whether the
disease is subdued or not. I am'.in doubts
about attending Presbytery. I have no one
who can take care of the child at night, and I
consider Mrs. G.’s health no better, but worse,
It seems-to me that as her mind regains its
vigour, her body loses strength. So far as I
ean judge, all the means the Dooctor has used
have missed the mark. If help do not soon
come, I fear it will be too late. I have even
now very gloomy apprehensions, The Lord
is afflicting me in truth and righteousness—
may it make me fitter for glory, I have a grest
desire she should have the benefit of Dr.
M ’s skill—and if. she be able tg endure:
the fatigue, we will try and come ‘.(gfn, if L
can get any one to take care of the'dhild. I
earnestly hope Mrs, has got better. I can
again say that I have not been left to forget
her case. Dear brother, we are perhaps both.
at this time put to our coveaant engagements,
and called on to put in his hand a blank to be:

~
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by him sovgreignly filled up with the issue_of
our own and of our partners’ cases. The
Lord give you and me strength to walk loose
in this furnace with the Son of God. No
doubt the eyes both of friends and enemies are
upon us in our present case. May we be en-
abled to show to both of them, that our public
testimony to the cause is an affair of the /east,
and our souls have wedded for elernity, and
all the changes intervening. Death cannot be a
great way off, when all these trials and sorrows
will come to an end, and then it will be sweet
(not meritorious) to look back on any thing
we may have done or suffered for his truth.

«“I had a long letter from lately, in
which it appears to me, he also has taken a
wrong view of Mrs, G.’s case. Truly the re-
semblance which many of my sympathizing
friends have observed between my .troubles
and Job’s is very striking; and this is one
point among the rest, and not the least painful
to me, that our friends misunderstand our case
and construe it with great severity. I am
sure I have exercised the utmost of my judg-
ment in order to come at the true view of it,
:and I pray that if I have taken a wrong view,
I may be led to discover it.

«] freely concede that the church has a right
to know what her state of mind #s, and what
-she thinks of that painful act. I have re-
.peatedly told all I know, and suggested that
ithey oughttocome and converse for themselves.
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1 have also agreed to.be ruled by what advice
Presbytery may give. :

The thing that seems the most surprising to
me is, that they cannot at all admit that there
‘was any disorder in the mind at the time of
the act; for I feel it utterly impossible to con-
ceive that it could have been done without it,
even if [ had known no more about her case than
other people. .

“ But, alas! my heavy fear is she may not
be long here. Imagine yourself in my case,
and, then pray for me.

Your afflicted brother,
A. Gorpon.”

The following extract from the « Memoirs”’
will show some of the exercises of his mind at
this time.

“] am clear that humility, submission, faith
and patience are proper exercises now and_
henceforth, and to believe that if al/l things
will, surely so weighty things as these shall
work tegether for our good. There are many
things dark and truly astonishing at present. .
The help I have for this is to ¢ wait for God,’
and believe that what I know not now, I shall
know hereafter.

“Doubtless we have had too much pride.
Too much hardness of heart and coldness to
spiritual life and duty. Too much care about
the conveniences of this life, Fleshly lusts not
sufficiently mortified and subdued. My life
and heart have not been equal to my writings
and preachings. My zeal for souls has been
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very little. Though I have been contending
in our church courts for a good cause, and have
nothing to challenge in it, yet often with an
improper frame. Considering my means and
opportunities, vows and profession, my whole-
life has fallen far below them. I find a great
tendency to go to onc extreme or other,—to
despise or to faint. ;

For these reasons I may be chastened. O

that my heart may be kept from hardening and
my feet from falling! O that He himself would
show me, a sinner, his way, and clearly teach
it to me! O that my earnest prayer and cry
may come before him, for deliverance, comfort
and establishment to my wife!
%1 find the case of my poor wife is greatly
misunderstood in the congregation, and the
most severe and painful congtruction put on it
by some. This causes me the most exquisite
pain, May the Lord keep me from speaking
in reference to it, and especially in public. O
that Satan may be defeated, and that the Lord
would open the eyes of this people.”’

Mr. Gordon next records some conversations
held between himself and his wife in reference
to her trouble of mind. This recorded conver-
sation may possibly be of use to others whose
minds are harassed with the same or similar
distressing fears; and the success that attended
his endeavours to administér consolation to
Mrs. Gordon, may eneourage ministers and
.others to make like efforts in these distressing
and sometimes apparently hopeless cases, It
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also seems to have been his wish to have it

ade public, as he closes it in these words: « 1

ave set down the above, because there are
sundry things in them which may serve to re-
fute the cruel calumnies that were circulated
when I, as well as she, shall be beyond being af-
fected either by the censure or applause of.
mortals.”

«] said,—I have no doubt but that God’s
people have been left as far as you.—Ans. Do
you really think so ?

4 If 1 did not believe that you are a child of*
God, my trouble would be much greater: than:
it is.—Ans. Am I a child of God, his own.
child?

¢ Yes, I have no doubt of it.—Ans. But how~
do you know 1—what do you see that makes you:
think so?

«I knpw by the same sort of evidence that
the apostles knew respecting those to whom
they wrote. (This seemed to give her great
comfort for a short time.””)

At another time,—  °

“Do any comfortable texts of Scripture come -
to your mind?—Ans. Sometimes, but I can.
take no hold of them.

¢ There is one, ¢ The Lord shall fight for-

you -  shall hold yoir peace.’” Do you

nev ‘t?—Ans. Sometimes I
do { t I soon fall back where

Iw '

fear that you. have com...
m/ le sin that troubles you?

-
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“ Do "you have any trouble on account of
‘what you have done?—Ans. Yes, I am trou
‘bled about it, and regret that it has been done;
it has added to my Puilt. I was in so great
‘trouble at the time, I thought it could not be
greater. I thought it was my duty to do it, and
that I might-get relief by it.

“ Did the thought of it come suddenly into

- your mind?—Auns. Yes, at the time I was just
left to do it.” » .
At another time.
“ Why are you so averse.to conversation?
. May not this be a device of Satan to keep you
from getting comfort?>—Ans. Does not_ the
Psalmist say, ¢ My trouble is so great that Tam
unable to speak.’ ’

4 Is that your case?>—Ans. Yes.

“ Why do you not try to communicate your
mind to me, as you used to do?—Ans. If I
would tell you what 1 feel sometimes, you
would not believe me.

“Do you not think that weakness and dis-
-ease of the body may be the cause, or at least
the occasion of your trouble?—Ans. Some-
times I think so. ‘ )

«Do you not hesitate sometimes in time of
‘worship?—Ans. Yes, 1 sometimes think I
.should not attempt it.

+ Why do you think so?—Ans. I think it
- great sin in me, and whl not be accepted.

“« Why do you think so?—Ans. I have told
you long ago. .

«Is it still the fear of that sin?>—Ans. Yes.
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% Do you hate Christ and the Bible?—Ans.
No, I cannot say that I do.

« Have you any desire ta be a real Christian
and to belong to Christ?—Ans. Yes.

« How then is it possible that you have com-
mitted that sin?—Ans. Balaam desired to die
the death of the righteous, yet he was a wick-
ed man?

“Do you ever pray for the forgiveness of
sin?—Ans. I try to do it.

« Have you ever brought this thing that has
been done before the throne of grace?—Ans.
I try to do it.

¢ Is your trouble about that sin as great and
violent as it was7—Ans. I think not. '

« Had you any comfort from the text this

.afternoon?—Ans. I do not know that I had.

«1Is not Christ able and willing to be as good
as his word ?—Ans. Yes.

« Has he not by God’s authority offered to
you, and you warranted to {ake all this comfort
to yourself?—Ans. Yes.

“ Why then are you not comforted?—Ans.
Because faith is the gift of God.

«If the sacrament had been dispensed, do
you think you would have gone forward? —
Ans. I think I would have hesitated.

«“ What would have prevented you?—Ans.
Just the same thing—the fear of that sin.

“Was not the sin of the Prophet Jonah,
when he fled to Tarshish, like the sin which
you think was in you the unpardonable sin?
—Ans, Ithiok there was some difference.

11 '
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«Did not he know 43 clearly and perfectly
that it was his duty to go and preach to the
Nineviteg, as you djd that it was your duty to
keep family worship?—Ans. Yes, I suppose
be did.

“Did he not as wilfully and obstinately re-
fuse to do it too ?—Ans. I do not know.

¢ You surely know that he fled from the
presence of the Lord, and out of the visible
church, to go among heathen, rather than do
that duty; and can you point out any thing in
which your sin differs from his to the worse?
—Ans. No. ’

“But his sin was not the unpardonable sin,
how then can yours be?

“ At this point the snare broke, and she
eseaped from that awful fear, and was never
more troubled, and her mind seemed to rise as
if a load had been taken off.”’

The following letter, dated October 18, 1833,
shows the happy effect his afflictions had had
in fitting him for administering true comfort
to others in affliction, '

% The precarious state of Mrs, ’s health
is a good reason for. your not coming. I de-
sire to sympathize with yoy and her, and the
family. It is a trial to faith, patience and hope;
or, rather, it is a number of them together.

¢« After a sore trouble in the public bysiness
of the church in the way of endeavouring to be
faithful, you received a stroke on' property.
Mrs. ’s affliction is another and a heavier
one, The indisposition of the children is an
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" sent you may also be viewed in that light’

o

¢‘Whom the Lord loves he chastens,and scouraEs -

every son whom he receives.’

No doubt there is a cause—but it is no? be-
cause of any faithful contendings. But it may
be to prove and try whether we have learned
practically to stand by the truths of our pro-
fession in our hearts in the way of resting with
firm confidence and hope upon them, when the
course of divine Providence seems to be in our
face, as well as when men oppose us. Now if
we could only, when the deep waters of afflic-
tion come round about us, and even into our
very soul, still feel our feet to be standing on
the truth, and that while on it we are in no
danger of sinking, we are on the efernal Rock,
it will discover to us a value to be in the truth
to which the things of this world can have no
proportion. It will give us some insight into
the matter of ¢dying in faith.” It will make
us take deeper root and stand more firm amidst
the storms that assail the truth from without,
and withal give us a knowledge of it, which
through God’s blessing may be more useful to
his people. We have with uplifted hands said
to Him, ¢ we are thine own property, our chil-
dren, our dearest and nearest all are thine,” and
now that he is laying his hand on these, what
shall we say,—Thy will is my will—Thy will
be done. But I know it is no easy thing to
lay ourselves at the feet of sovereignty, and
say, ¢ Fulfil to me the promise, and dispose of
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me as thou wilt.” Neve
to this, it will bring fo
peaceable fruits, he
of mortal man what the
My heart and flesh do faint and fail,
But God doth fail me NxvER?

My prayer, I trust, shall not cease, in the way
of submission, for Mrs. ’s recovery, as a
life that seems to me useful, but still more that
a sense of’sovereign, electing, calling, sancti-
fying and redeeming love may fill and satisfy
her heart, and cause spiritual joy and triumph,
and that when she comes out of this furnace
the gold may be more pure.

We desire with much sympathy to be re-
membered. A. Gorpon.”

His letters to his friend in A , written
in Nov. and Deec. of this year, contain a very
full and particular account of his soul-exercises,
under Mrs. G.’s increasing bodily weakness;
and particularly the difficulty he experienced
in determining the meaning, as it related to
him, of various texts presented to his mind at
this time, The following extract from the
memoirs shows his deep anxiety to understand
God’s word and providence :

¢ Dec. 6. For some months past, I have been
tried, as it seems to me, on every point;-yet,
through the infinite mercy of God, I have.hot
been left to fail utterly. The point on which I
have felt the heat of this furnace most is the case
of my poor wife. "Her mind (blessed be His
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name for ever,) is and has continued restored to
eace ever since she was induced to compare her
sin to that of Jonah’s. She saw that the pro-
mise is free to her, and she rests on these words
—¢Come unto me, all ye that lahour and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest ;’ and also
on these:—¢ Him that cométh unto me, I will in
no-wise east out.” But the cruel surmises and
suspicions that are circulating, will break my
heart. In the mean time, her health is fast
sinking. From the weakness I feel, I am cer-
tain that if I were not held up by supernatural
grace, my doleful anticipations would bring me
quickly to the grave. I endeavoured to cry
unto the Lord constantly, and in particular, if
it might be his will, to spare her life to me and
to the family. I obtained for an answer many
scriptures, of which the following are some of
"the chief that exetcised my mind. ¢I will
have merey on whom I will have mercy,” Rom.
ix. 18. This I took at first to be a denial of
my request, but on reflection I thought it was
designed to assert God’s sovereignty only, but
did not forbid me to seek merey for her soul.
I continued my suit. Then these words wege
sent:—¢ My grace shall be sufficient for thee.”
This seemed to promise to bear me up, what-
cver the event might be as to her; but did not
appear to be a grant of my request;—and my
-distress became greater. Still, as I thought 1t
not a positive denial, I continued my suit for
her reeovery to health. Afterthis these words
came with power: ¢ Be of-good cheer, thy sins
' 11¥ —
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are forgiven thee.” ' This was comforting as to
myself. I did take comfort from it, but it did
not seem to grant my request, Next came
these words: ¢Cast thy bugden on the Lord, and
he shall sustain thee.,” This was abundant com-
fort for myself, but rather implied a denial of
my petition. My distress was keen, but I
resolved to continue my suit until it should be
t beyond all doubt what God’s will was.
ext came Christ’s grant to the Syro-phenician
woman: ¢ Be it unto thee ever as thou wilt.”
This I thought was a grant, yet it did not come
with such power as to make my mind rest
upon it with confidence. I was afraid, lest my
great desire might lead me to a wrong applica-
tion of the words, and was also afraid lest it
might_be a threatening to give me what I
sought with anger. But as the same words
came after to my mind, 1 could not believe it
was for nothing. It was God’s own word,
written for our learning, falling upon my mind,
according to ‘his holy will and providence:
therefore I am warranted to learn from it, and
apply it. Ilooked on it as his promise of health
and soundness to her. Still I was depressed,
and full of tossings: when I looked at her, I saw
every ray of hope disappearing; and when I
looked at this word, I thought she must either
recover, or I was lost and confounded as to the
meaning of scriptures in connexion with provi-
dence. Then I thought there is nothing too
hard fot the Lord; he can easily raise her from
he grave’s mouth, and then it will so much
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the more be seen to be his hand. I felt myself
guilty for doubting a moment that she would
recover, although I saw no sign of it.
« Subsequently, on accasion of great sadness,
while walking alone on the road, the words of
the multitude to the blind man, and Christ’s
words to him, eame to my mind: ¢ Be of good
cheer, he calleth thee:” and—¢ What wilt thou
that I should do unto thee?”—on which I said
before him.who hears ¢ the secret groans of the
heart,’ —Lord, that my wife may recover to
her family and to me, and be able to tell what
thou hast done for her.
¢«In a short time I was relieved, and had
hope; but fear and increasing perplexity soon
returned when Isaw deathdepicted in her coun-
tenance. Then came in my mind Christ’swords
to the ruler,after they told him hisdaughter was
dead— Fear not, only believe. Still dissolution
seemed evidently coming nearer. My thoughts
at this time it is impossible to tell. The words
of God endure for ever—these very words to

which my attention and expectations have been .

drawn. If she do not recover, what must I
conclude? That I have been totally mistaken

as to its application and use? That I am um- -

der a delusion as to the meaning of the scrip-
ture and providence altogether? No, I cannot
think this, yet I know not what I ought to
think. While these awful thoughts were.
filling me to the brim, the words of Christ to
Martha at the grave came with a tgmporary
relief:—¢ Said I net unto thee, that if thou
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shouldst only. believe, thou shouldst see the
glory of God?’ This I thought was an inti-
mation, that a blessed and glorious resurrec-
tion was laid up for her as the health and
recovery that should be the answer to all my
prayers and tears. But I felt loath to let her
g0, and still clung to the theught of a mortal
recovery and health. . .

“I was now much convinced®hat I might have
a satisfying ¢learness as to the state of her soul
before God, and while in prayer the words of
the prophet came with a peculiar pointedness
to the case:—She ¢shall be mine in the day
that I make up my jewels.” I found, in con-
versation, she was looking to the promise
—particularly to the words of Christ, ¢ Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest’—and ¢Him that
comethunto me I will in no-wise cast out.” I also
saw that she was in great quietness, and sensi-
ble confidence after so great a conflict—so that
I judged the Lord was now accomplishing tb
her the words of promise, which came more
than a year ago—¢ The Lord shall fight for you,
and you shall hold your peace;’ so that I con-

-clude I have a comfortable answer as to her

state. On one occasion I sat down and said
within myself, my spirit is broken down.
Before rising, these comforting words were
brought to my mind: ¢ The Lord is near to
them that are of a broken spirit” "My thought
was, O that I may have a token of the truth—
that the Lord is nigh o me. 1 was led for a
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text, to these words of Isaiah:—¢Call ye upon
him while he is. near,” from whigh I derived
comfort, I was led to these words for a Psalm,
at the close. '

¢ God’s near to all that call on him,
In truth that on him call.

He will accomplish the desire *
Of those who him do fear;

He also will deliver them,

" And he their cry wilf:pear.”

“ Again 1 began to hope for recovery. Do
not these sweet words, I said, bid me hope
that he will hear my cry? I thought I had
erred in doubting a moment. I will hope
against hope, and refuse to let the promise go.
Early on the morning of the Sabbath on which
she died,as I waswalking by her bed-side alone,
and as I looked on her spent frame, the word
of God to Ezekiel fell on. my mind: ¢Son of
man, can these bones live?> I answered with
the prophet. But upon reflecting on them
in their connexion, they seemed to let in at
once a great degree of light, and to be the key
to the meaning and application in this case of
all those passages which had been impressed
on my mind in regard to her; namely, that
although the Lord would not restore her to |
life here, yet his words should not fail, but
have their most perfect accomplishment in her
when these very bones on which I was looking
should again live, and she should have no
more sickness or pain, and be fashioned like
unto Christ. And I now remembered, that to
this time must, when rightly understood, be

’
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referred several of the texts, especially—¢ She
shall be mine in the day that I make up my
jewels.” This was but a few hours before she
departed.

“Dec. 15th. I endeavoured to bring my
mind so far to approve and acquiesce in this
sore breach, as to preach on Christ’s words in
the garden, next Sabbath, and to make them
my own—y* Not my will, but Zkine be done.’
I can also adopt the words of the Psalmist—

[ * My coul within me breaks, and doth |
uch fainting still endure;’
and :
¢ My heart within me smitten is, ]
‘And it is withered
Like very grass; so that I do
" ¢ Forget to eat my bread.’ o

In a letter dated December 24th, 1843, he
says: “Now I am left in the midst of seven
children, one of them a babe, I need as much -
as ever I did your prayers that Imay bedirected
aright. I feel myself quite feeble and unwell.
“It is at times very painful to think that some
of the people still adhere to what I cannot but
think their cruel misunderstanding of her
case, and no way is left me of setting them
straight. God only knows the anguish of spirit
this has caused me through the summer.—And
may he forgive them the wrong they have
done to her and me.

«1 think I have a desire to justify my God
in all that he has done, and can agrce with
hin that it is'better she is taken than if I had
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been taken and she left, considering her dis-
abled condition. Farther, it seemed manifest
there was but little comfort for her here, and
if she is now with Christ, as I confideatly be-

lieve, it is far, far better than the most com- .

fortable condition on this side the grave, as
she herself said two days before her death.

« As to myself, I know not at present how I
shall get along.—Yet it weve most wicked to
doubt that e who has carried me through so
much already, and who, I think, yea, am sure
has never forsaken me, will not provide for
me a way. It is his name,—¢ The Lord will
provide.”” I desire to bless his name for'ena-
bling me still to preach, except the Sabbath
on which she died, when I was not.able, nei-
ther did propriety seem to require it.”

From another, of April, 1834:.

« Although I wrote last, I write again, be-
cause I think the time long since I heard from
you, and because you are now-a-days almost
the only correspondent I have. Such is my
weakness, that I must have somebody to talk
to. 'Since 1 saw you I have several times been

visited with depression of spirits, and my-old °

nervous complaint,—so far as to fear twat I

would be rendered useless to the public by it.
Sukdry things continue to prey upon my spirit,
till at times it is almost past bearing. There
is scarcely a week passes without some of us
being ailing. The congregation has not been
visited through in a long time, and docs not
seem to be in a prosperous state. Public spirit,

E]
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and a praying spirit in particular, are very low;
—ahd, what is as bad as any thing else, I feel
myself placed in a dilemma either to let the
solemn and decp impressions I reeeived during
the past year grow weakerand wear off, or, in
order to renew them a little, sink back into
insupportable grief. I have at times a great de-
sire to write, but am scarcely able to endure
the fatigue of it. ¥ have written and sent ano- -

" ther discourse of a minister to himself, and

you will readily perceive, on comparing it
with the first, a prostration of mental suffering
in the second. A request has been sent from
Virginia to explain the first nine verses of the
3d chapter of 2 Tim. And-although I think I
know the meaning of it, yet I am afraid I will
bring forth but a feeble lecture on it. I'struck
last week in preaching upon another « Maxim
of Bible religion,” the immense imporfance of
which kindled me a little; butt O my feeble-
ness. The fire is already nearly out; yet I
cannot think to let it go. It is Deut. viii. 2:
“Thou shalt remember all the way in which
the Lord hath led thee these forty-yeafs in
the wilderness.”

CHAPTER XI.

“1834. My family affairs were attended
with much difliculty through sickness and the
infancy of the youngest, and other troubles,
which rendered it, as I thought, necessary to
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form a new connexion rather sponer than is
customary. By the efforts of some who were
oppesed to my new connexion, Elizabeth Craig,
a meeting of the congregation was called with-
a view to procure a vote for requesting Pres-
bytery to dissolve the pastoral relati@f§betieen.
them and me. In this they failed, but opposi-
tion continued. All this, after what had just
passed over me before, seemed for that time to
fill up the cup to the brim. So powerful was the
impression, that I have not, to this day, (about
nine years after) recovered from it. Still I
could see mercy mingled with judgment. I
was through all of it enabled to preach. Also,
Providence seemed to give me countenance.
~ The 10th of Matthew, verse 14th, came in the
regular course of lecture the next Sabbath after
the above meeting—¢ And whosoever will not
receive you, nor hear your words, when ye
depart out of that house, or city, &e.’

It may not be improper to mention here
that Mr. Gordon’s third marriage, principally
ow:ng to the disparity of years between them,
was not generally approved of among his
friends;—and his enemies took adeantage of
it to speak reproachfully of him. " In extenua-
tion of his imprudence, if it desetve so harsh a
word, his eminently social disposition may be
adduced, his being left so exceedingly destitute
and so far separated from any of his brethren
in the ministry I may also add, that he expe-
rienced more comfort in ‘this marriage than
was expected, Mrs, G. giving evidence of being

12
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a serious godly woman. A few extracts of let
ters written immediately before and after this
marrigge will show his condition and state of
mind N this time,

In answer to a letter he had received on
the subjg@pf his marriage, he says, «So far

- as a good conscience will accompany, and I

am able to bear, your advice will be taken.
Indeed, if I get not better, it would be im-
proper to talk of marrying at all; I ought
rather to think of the eternal world.”” From
one dated,
“ June 6th, 1834.
Rev. AND DEAR BROTHER, -
This day I received yours. of the 2d inst.
Perhaps I should have written you before this °
time. Iam sure it was no feeling of anger jor
displeasure of any kind that hindered me.
Your preceding letter did not affect me in

“that way at all. " And now that I have begun

to write, I scarcely know what to say to you
or any other of my correspondents; my ener-
gy of mind is so exhausted, my spirits so low,
and my body so weak. You advise me not
to think too much. Now it is precisely in
that very thing that my disease spends its force,
and is likely to carry me I know not where. 1
have withdifficulty continued preaching, though
after I have begun awhile, I ‘get along com-
fortably till the interval. 1have been trying
to write for the Monitor, but continue only a
short time till my head seems turning round,
and then T must quit. I cannot help being
nearly absorbed in my own matters, that are
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past, present, and to come. These I want
words to describe, and nerves to bear a sight
of the description, if I were able to give it,
and, after all, what end would it serve to write
about these things? Yet on other things my
communications would be meagraswand unin-
teresting. This brings me to the conclusion
to lay down my pen again, after I had taken
it up. Ithink perhaps I will get into a etter
state, and write then. By this means it has
come to pass I have not written to several who
may impute it to another cause.
Mg sore loss, which can never be fully re-
-paired in this world, accompanied as it is with
peculiar and complex circumstances, will, for
aught I know, continue to prey on my heart
8o long as it beats,
In this present matter, I thought I was
* going in the way the Lord led; nor am I able
-(all things considered which have present-
ed themselves to my view, I may be in
error) to see differently - yet; nor, if I did,
could I'well turn now; and yet it is not gene-
rally approved. This sometimes forces on
"~ my view conclusions that are terrible, and
thoughts I dare got look at a momeant. . <O
that thou wouldst hide me in the grave!” No,
such a thought eften, indeed, seeks vent; but
rather, ¢O let my footsteps in thy word
aright still ordered be!” So that if Iam in
error in this matter, thy grace may, in this
time of need, help me to prevent or escape
its cvil consequences. I would fain have my

- .
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friends’ countenance and approbation; but I
know it cannot be unless they stood in my
circumstances, which I pray may not fall to the
lot of my enemies, much less of my friends.

It may be, that now, after some degree of
good esteqgn enjoyed from those I love, I am
. about to be tried with its contrary, and be
awhile despised. Well, be it so: I am only a
sinful worm, and my iniquities, like the wind,
carries me away. But it can only be awhile,and
perhaps only a little while, when my days, and
with them my afflictions, will be numbered.”
Remember me to Mrs ——, and I desire an
interest in your prayers, A. Gprpon.

Putnam, September 17th, 1834.
DeAr FriEnDp AND BroTHER,

I am still unable to decide as to going
to Synod. There is a duty in going, and a
duty in staying, and I cannot see which pre-*
ponderates, My health is not bettar, %o far
as I know. The Doctor may palliate my
symptoms, but he cannot reach the cause of my
ill health, a broken heart and low spirits. I
thought, when we parted, I would try and tell
it to you ; but I feel that I cagnot: my heart
only knows its own bitterngss. The hand of
God has not only touched ¥, but lies heavy
on me. My natural couradlds gone, I am at
times sorely tried with sungrlyy temptations;
for example, What if I never understood the
ways of Providence, nor the right application
of Scripture to particular cases? Am I qua-
lified to have the charge of a congregation ?
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But I am not always alike, sometimes feeling
comfort for a day or two. Then I have a great
deal of outward trouble. I bear it as silently
as | can, but my heart sinks under it. It also
ﬁrieves me that the step I have taken should

e so adverse to the views of my friends; for
I am none of those who say they don’t care. It
gives me much sorrow. We can both say, that,
had we known before truth was pledged, that it
would have been so viewed, we would have
sacrificed any opinion or predilection we had.
Isvery much desired to have you here, but
was afraid to ask, lest it might be disagreeable,
and surely- I felt bhound to respect those feel-
ings which treated me with so much tender
delicacy in my weakness. But enough, I am
sometimes trying to believe that while last sum-
mer’s trials were designed on God’s part to
show me the power of his own grace in me,

"and this summer again by these trials just

mentiongd how weak I am in myself, notwith-
standing that grace; borne along from tim2
to time, just on the very point of fainting. On
the other hand, I think Satan, last summer,
tried tolift me up with spiritual pride; for every
one that spoke or wrote compared my case to
Job’s, and expressed their wonder ‘how 1
stood it,’¢how.I could preach,’ &c, This sum-
mer I think he tries just the reverse, to drive
me to despair,and make me think I have been
deludedallalong,asevery hody’sdisapprobation
is expressed nroreorless at thestep [ have taken,

sincerely believing 1 was going according to
.- N 12‘
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the voice of Go6d’s providence and word. I
know not where all these temptations will end,
nor what the Most High may have in reserve
for me; but I try to believe he will not suffer
me to be tempted above what he will enable
me to bear, Surely, if an unseen, unfelt hand
" were not holding me, there are moments when
I would fall headlong into destruetion. Often
the saddest expressions of soul-trouble that
are to be found in the Psalms fit my case and
feelings just as if they had beén made for me
alone. It may be the Lord is bringing me
down into these various attitudes of trouble,
that I may see into the force and meaning of
these passages. It strikes me forcibly that
* the Psalms have invariably travelled with me
through all my great troubles, and spoke to me
when none else could come within speech of
my case. This, indeed, lays me under eternal
obligation to praise his ‘amazing wisdom, love
and condescension. But what a miserable im-
provement have I made of it! How soon for-
gotit! How quickly do I harden, grow sense-
less and stupid to spiritual matters! Tam like
a lamp whose oil is nearly done, that needs stir-
ring up every minute, otherwise it would go
out. I am constantly needing some stirring
work of the Spirit—some sore correction,
enough to break all my bones. But surely
there will be a last one, and it will do its work
upon me perfectly—then my weary soul will
escape out of all adversity, and be at rest.
My dear brother, I entreat you to bear with
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. me, for I have no other with whom I can be

8p free and plain. . The Lord will reward you
for your.sympathy.
Your afflicted, sorrowful brother,
A. GorbpoN. -

.. %I have looked upon it as no small trial, that
I have had to contend for a long time with
some brethren in the Presbytery who eught
to have been fathers to the rest of us. Inaddi-
tion to much travel, expense and vexation, we
‘have been and still are reproached and vilified

_on every hand. What I would most approve

is sometimes not easy to perform—namely, to
bear it patiently, without relaxing a dutiful
frame towards offenders. It is truly a melan-
choly sight to see a disposition eviaced every
where,-to trample church government in the
dust. What the end of these things will be
God only knows; but we are called to humilia-
tion. ¢
“ May, 1838. The Synod met at Philadel-
phia, and decided finally on the matters re-
ferred to. At the same timé, my wife was
so unwell I had great difficulty in leaving:
«“While her complaint continued to resist all
end 7 '-o recovery, she manifested
expressed a strong hope of
Christ’s righteousness im-

After severe suffering of-
11 asleep. Bereavements
reasured out to me. But
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they must appear to be necessary in the view
of Infinite Wisdom. There isa ‘need be’ for
them in my case. Happy, notwithstanding of
these sore troubles, will it be for me if in the
end they shall .accomplish .the destruction of
sin, and ripeness for a better world, which I
hope may be their issue. -

¢ All these things have so increased my ner-
vous debility, confusion of idea, and loss of
memory, that I often fear being obliged’ to de-
sist from preaching. While this causes me
many moments of fearful anxiety and inexpli-
cable sensations of weakness and fear, it is often
God’s occasion of helping me through (though
not sensible of it at the moment) in a manner
truly astonishing on the retrospect. It seems
as if T might almost say in the apostle’s
words, ¢ When I am weak, then am I strong.’
But I would much desire to enjoy a sense of
it at the time.

«1841. During the remaining part of 1839
—40 my health de¢lined. Besides the trouble
in my head, I was much reduced by bowel
complaint, followed by great depression of
spirits. No word comes with the refreshing
power it once did. Excessive wandering of
thought in all duties,and the more spiritual the
. worse. I getthrough my public discourses, as
it seems to me, mechanically. I'know not what
condition of soul I'am in, only it is extremely
uncomfortable to me, and unprofitable to the
church. For I know my exercises are often
meagre. I have, on account of my head, been
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obliged to desist from writing, and almost from
study. Although a diseased and broken con-
stitution may be the occasion of all this, yet I
have no doubt remaining depravity is at the
bottom. AndI believe our necessary concern
in these long-continued difficulties in Presby-
tery has in a great measure contributed to this
loathsome deadness of spirit; for the new
creature is not made to thrive without the
means ofgprotherly love and godly conversa-
tion. Still mercy mingles with judgment. I
am still kept preaching the gospel, and I have
still a desire towards it above all things. If
God were to withdraw his hand, these would
not be. And I hope also to be removed from
this deadness before I die.”

I may here observe that the deadness of
spirit of which Mr. Gordon complains was
not observed by any but himself. He was
indefatigable in his pastoral duties: besides his
ordinary labours, he at this time held meetings
in his own house to impart spiritual instruction
tosuch young persons and others as wished it.
His public discourses, too, as I have. learned
from a member of his congregation who heard
him statedly, were any thing but meagre.

CHAPTER XIIL

“Some of my session,”” he says, “and se-
veral brethren, advised another marriage. Af-

ter much reflection, and seeking of Divine
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direction, I came to the conclusion that it was
most probably the means to prolong my use-
fulness. And the leadings of divine Provi-
dence ought to be particularly observed and
remembered in this matter by me, as affording
striking proof of answer to prayer and bhis
condescension.

«“] was united in marriage to Miss Sarah
M¢Quarrie on May 4th,1841. I may with truth
say of this event—¢A prudent wige is from
the Lord.” I know of no woman living that
could be a more suitable or desirable helpmeet
for me. .

«“ My son John ‘married a member of the
congregation, for aught I know of decent de-
portment. Now I began to look for a time of
quiet and comfort, and why should I not? I
had been for a number of years much tried,
but now Providence seemed to smile upon
me; and it is more suitable to expect good at
the hand of the Lord than evil. We had in-
deed begun to feel comfortable, and to indulge
in anticipations. But as the sun breaks forth

_after a'shower, and is again suddenly hidden
under the cloud, and the lLieavens are black
with the foreboding of tempests, so it was
with me. New mercies seem but.a preparation
for new trials in succession, through life, as
also trials prepare for new mercies, and all of
them for—¢that far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory > th& is designed by our
gracious Lord for them that love him. May
this be’ the happy issue of mine. I will nei-
ther murmur at their number nor severity.
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«It was not more than two weeks till our
new connexion betrayed symptoms of unlaw-
ful affection for another, and finally left her
husband and refused to return. A grievous
affliction to-us all, surely—without any addi-
tion to it—but her immediate friends, who at
first seemed to share with us in sentiment and
feeling, turned, and tried to cover her shame by '
blaming her injured husband. Their attempt
to do this, made it necessary to put the matter
in the church session to undergo judicial in-
véstigation. This done, it became my duty to
decline acting, and to request that it be referred
to Presbytery. Notwithstanding the delicacy.
of the case, Presbytery laid it on us to take
the testimony and transmit it to them. This
they did before the congregation, after suitable
reasons %‘iven for the necessity of the appoint-
ment. This unpleasant duty we endeavoured
to perform with the utmost impartiality ; yet

*_at this, about” one-third of the congregation

took a stand in opposition to me. Providence
interposed delays to the final issuing of the case
once and again, as if calling them to sober re-
flection; namely, from the end of October to
August following. My preaching, in the mean
time, was exceedingly painful to my feelings.
I endeavoured, in much weakness I acknow-
ledge, to make the peace subserve with truth.
Presbytery met at Putnam in July, to issue
the case, and at my request to try and restore
cordiality and good feeling; but in vain. So, -
after, earnest desire for direction, and much
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serious deliberation, and perceiving that there
was no probability of general edification, I was
constrained, much to the sorrow of myself and
my many friends, to apply for dismission.
This was granted at Hebron, August 3d, 1842,

«It is sometimes hard to tell which is the
severest trial of a man’s life, but this is no light
one to me. After spending the best fifteen
years of my life and strength in .preaching and
writing among them, after the children had
- grown up around me to manhood, to be thus
driven away as unprofitable and unsuccessful,
causes pungent grief; and if I did not know
that many of Christ’s servants, and Christ him-
self received no better treatment, it would
overwhelm me. How painful to think of the
children and youth there without a guide !

“ How frivolous soever their objections
were to me, I know that my Lord and Master
could bring forward enough against me; there-
fore will I humble myself before him. I am
in. his hand, also my poor services, to do with
them and me as he pleases. It issome comfort
that the fairest inquiry brought forth nothing
reProachful against either my son or myself.
We may stand erect before men;—but ob how
becoming it is to lie in the dust before Him.
who knows our hearts and thoughts. It is
also a mercy to be observed, that Providence
has provided another place not above my
strength, and a kind people at Johnstown.”

In the important matter to him of leaving
Putnam and removing to Johnstown, he was
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careful to do nothing rashly, but anxious to
follow the leadings of Providence. He seems
to have been, like good old Thomas Scott,
very much afraid of ¢ carving.out his own
lot.”

In a letter dated Dec. 1841, he says, « Now

,a word or two in answer to-your letter. At

present I would judge with you, that Provi-
dence is pointing my way to Johnstown, so
far at least as to make a trial of it. I told
S , some time ago, when speaking about a
place to go to, to let Providence alone for that;
for he.would provide a place. And I cannot
but look on the circumstance to which you
refer as very remarkable—as also this, to-day,
when I had begun to write to you, amoni
other things, that I could on no account thin

of remaining here, that your letter with the
account of Johnstown movement should come
to hand, yet I am disposed_pot to conclude
hastily respecting it. It m#” have been only
the mind of one or two there.”? )

From another letter,dated Marth 11th,1842.
 Although 1 see no prospect of being com-
fortable and useful here, yet I feel extremely
anxious to have the entire concurrence of
Presbytery, with all the circumstances of the
case under their eye in my dismission.

“1 received a letter from Johnstown, re-
questing me to supply some weeks—to which
I have replied in substance, that I feel very
averse to do any thing at my own hand in
present circumstances; but that if the issue of

13
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Presbytery’s mvestigation should be my: re-
moval, and if they still desired my services, 1
would be willing to supply them some time.

“You mention that a call has been suggest-
ed by some of the brethren, and ask*what do’
I say to this? I answer, I know not what to
say. It is still gpssible that Presbytery, after
they have heard the whele matter, and consi-
dered all its bearings, might hesitate to loose
me, and if they should hesitate, it would.cer-
tainly make me hesitate. The people of
J might not be as well suited after hearing
awhile as they think now they would be. All
things considered, it may be best to say little,
resolving to yield myself to the' concurring
indications of the mind of Providence, when
the time arrives for action. IfI know my own
heart, I do most sincerely wish to do nothing
in the premises that would cause regret in a
dying hour.”

In the momf August of this year (1842)
Mr. Gordon tendered to the Presbytery the
resignation of his charge of the congregation
of Putnam; which after due process in the
case was accepted, and the pastoral relation
between him and the congregation dissolved.
And in October or November following, he
removed with his family to Johnstown.

His journal proceeds:—

“ March 5th, 1843. This day being trou-
bled with my head, I endeavoured to plead
the Master’s promise to his own work, ¢ My
grace shall be sufficient for thee,” &c. I was the
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more desiroys of particular #sistance, as my
text was that sweet passage, Hosea ii. 19, 20: -
I will betroth thee unto me for ever,’&ec. That
I might be enabled-to.make a free and pressitig
offer of Christ to sianers: and surely I received
a gracious answer. There were a great many
strangers present, who appeared attentive.
What a happimess it would be, if they ascept-
ed Christ on the terms there set down.
preached on the’ passage, on a communion day,
nearly eleven years ago, under peculiar trials,
but with great freedom and comfort; and did
solemnly consent myself to be Christ’s, and
sealed the contract by receiving the symbols
of his body and blood; and 1 here enter my
record before God that I stand to it still, that
Christ, as therz set forth, is my only hope, for
trials, for duties, for life, death and eternity;
¥nd that I give to him my soul and body,
mY time, strength, influence, and all for ever
and ever— A. Gorpon.
«April 2d, Sabbath.—Yesterday, being
drawn to think and talk about the treatment I
had received in P from some connected
with me, my nerves became so affected that
to-day I scarcely thought I could preach at all;
my mind perfectly confused, unable to retain
a clear idea for a moment ; my knees so feeble
as to be scarcely able te stand. But duty says
I must go, in all this weakness. .I go, trying
to throw myself on his promise of grace and
strength to do his own work ; and if I fail and
become a disgrace to the work, I try to say, If

.
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it is to be so, thy will be done. The sypjects
are awfully important. The lecture, Daniel ix.
20—27, and the sermon, Luke xii. 18: ¢ And
they all, with one consent, began to make ex-
cuse.” There were many strangers present.

% Now I have to record that I:had great liber-
ty in speaking and pressing to an acéeptance
of the%ree gift of God,——much greater than for
a long time before. I will say it was the
power of Christ, so that when.I was weak,
then wasIstrong. Lord,I knownothing,either
what I can do, or what I cannot do,—when 1
am to be useful or useless. It may be,indeed,
that'when I came here with the wreck of a con-
stitution, supposing that I would be of little
more service, thou wert opening a door of
greater usefulness than before. However it may
be, O. set home upon my soul with almighty
power that precious word left to thy poof*
servants:—< My grace shall be sufficient Br
thee, and my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.” Then shall I both do and suffer all thy
will. 1 see from this experience how thou
canst bring great good out of very painful
evils. )

“ May 11th. " To-day I sent away a letter
containing my excuse for absence from the
coming meeting of the Synod, as I have no
money to bear my expenses. As this meeting
is expected to be important,—probably the
last before it be subdivided,—I would like to
go; but I submit to Providence.

“ When David returned from the post office,
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he brought a letter from an old and tried friend,
and when I opened it, lo, it enclosed $20 for
the purpose of bearing my expenses to the
Synod. Although it is but little I can do
at Synod, yet surely the Lord designs [ should
g0, and with -his favour I will go.

«July 10th. Yesterday the Lord’s supper
was dispensed in this congregation. My plea
was, ¢If thy presence go not with me, carry
me not up hence.” And when I consider my
weakness of body and nervous debility, I must
surely record the freedom and comfort I had
in preaching the sermon from Gal. iv. 4, 5, as
a proof that He answered,—¢My presence
shall go with you, and I will give you rest.’

“ But the mercy is mingled with judgment.
I think that it is a great discouragement that
not one of the youth of this congregation have
come forward to make a profession. From
a Bible-class of over twenty, well attended all
winter, apparently interested in these instruc-
tions that pointed out the privilege and duty
of it, and yet not one. ls my ministry. to be
blessed here?

“QOct. 29, 1843. For two days past I have
been afflicted with diarrhcea, and to-day (being
Sabbath,) it so continued that I knew not
whether it was duty or not to venture on
public exercises. After laying the matter be-
fore the Lord, I was led to leave it to be de-
cided by the way the trouble should be just
at the time of going to church. At that
time it seemed so far abated that I went though

' 13%
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in much weakness, I took this ground before
God: Thouy art calling me to the work, there
are difficulties and much bodily weakness in
the way ;—but I will go in the way of depend-
ing on that word given to thy servants: ¢ Lo,
I am with you’ After 1 was in the pulpit I
said, Lord, I have come, and now I leave the
state of my body on thee, and will try to think
-only of thy promise. :

“Now I have to record, that I experienced
no trouble in the least till all the public exer-
cises were over, and also that it seemed to me
I had much more than common liberty in his
work. Here is the faithfulness of his promise
and the answer of prayer. What kindness and
mercy of my Lord and Master. to me a sinner!
Hitherto bath the Lord helped. And he will
help me unto the end, and in the énd. My
desire is to have a constant eye on his promise,
and constant hand on his work. My lecture on
this day was 2 Tim. iii. 7—10, chiefly Paul’s
doctrine, manner of his life and persecutions.
Sermen 2-Thess. i. 7, 8: ¢But to you who are ~
are in trouble, rest with us, &e.’

«“I have now been here a year, and have
experienced much goodness in God’s provi-
dence during that time. Upon a small sum
of money we have got along without contract-
ing debt.—Had plenty to eat and wear,—a
comfortable habitation for winter. Our general
health good, enjoying the fricndship of the
congregation. We also enjoy a prayer-meet-
ng every week. I have also attained some



REV. A« GORDON. 151

very refreshing views of truth,—particularly
one on the life of faith, from Peter’s walking
on the water. When I consider all the cir-
cumstances of my coming here, in connexion,
—the present condition of this Presbytery,—
the scarcity of gospel preaching in this place—
and the providential hinderance of a design to
call me in another place,—I1 am led to con-
clude that the Lord calls me to remain here.
Trials and difficulties I look for, but if my work
be here, the Lord will be with me in it; and - I

will be carried through as I have been this.day. .

. “Nov. 21st. This day the people here
were moved by the Lgrd to bring in, of their
own accord, a quantity of grain and other
things for the use of the family. This is not
only a mark of their good will, and- that my
ministry is not wholly unprofitable to them, but
also that I should continue here for some time-
at least. How great is the goodness of the
Lord, even in temporal things, to me! Here
is new reason to be careful for nothing, but
leave all-to him. *The Lord wi#l provide.”
1 will endeavour, through his grace, to go on:
constantly in the great work; and when my
work is done, my hope is to dwell by that
Eternal Fountain whence all these streams of
present comfort flow. :
“Feb. 15th, 1844. This day we started
for Argyle. I was much troubled with some~
thing like rheumatic pain in my stomach. In:
hope that a remission of labour would be help-.
ful, I intended not to preach ; but when Sabbath

|
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came, as [ awakened, the following words fell
on my mind: ¢ The Lord is with thee> When
I came to the meeting-house, I was urged to

" preach, and durst not refuse. I felt great free-

- dom, and believe the Lord was with me. I
was asked to preach in the evening in a pri-
vate house to a poor lame woman. Immedi-
ately these words came: ¢ Remember them_that
are in bonds as bound with them,—and them
that suffer adversity, as being also in the body,’
&e. Heb. xiii. 3.  And had great liberty again,
especially in speaking in behalf of the peor
slave who is in the most cruel bonds.

“ On Wednesday attended a catechisingwith
much pleasure. In the evening lectured in
the meeting-house with eonsiderable freedom,
showing how much it was the duty of minis-
ters of the gospel to endeavour to have
slavery abolished. On Thursday attended
another catechising; the subject was the busi-
ness of fuith in the Chrjstian life. Had great
liberty. Arrived at home on Saturday the
24th, safe; and ‘without much premeditation
‘preached twice on Sabbath  with freedom.
Thus, I believe the truth of the words was
made out to me on this occasion. I believe,

“-also, that out of much weakness I was made
strong for all this work. When we know
‘that we are truly weak beyond any mis-
take, and are borne out in the midst of it to
‘a free exercise in God’s work, it is strong
-evidence that the Lord ‘is with us, and this
‘gives unspeakable consolation. When the
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Lord calls to labour, and gives a promise with
it, we need_not fear to go, whatever be our
weakness,”

It was my privilege to attend all these ex-
ercises of Mr. Gordon in Argyle,—the last,
indeed, I was ever to hear from him;—and
can add my testimony that he was truly help-
ed to speak a word in season to the weary. In
particular, on Sabbath evening preaching to
the lame woman, when the text was given out,
but, though I knew he was a very decided abo-
litionist, I had no thought he would preach a
sermon almost wholly on the subject; think-
ing it not appropriate for the occasion. 1 was
therefore surprised to find him deliver a tho-
rough anti-slavery discourse; but so edifying,
consolatory, and very appropriate, that the
most caPtious could not find fault. On the
anti-slavery, as on every other subject, Mr.
Gordon always maintained and advocated
fearlessly what he thought was truth, without
fear of consequences. It may not be improper
to give in this place, some extracts of letters,
relating chiefly to this subject. I may first
mention, however, that previously to his visit
to Argyle above alluded to, there was an anti-
slavery meeting in Johnstown, which the Rev.
Abel Brown, a Baptist minister, addressed.
Some persons had stirred up thase of /ke baser
sort to make a riot—first making so much noise
as to drown the speaker’s voice;—stones were
thrown, and a poor coloured man was much
abused. To prevent bloodshed, Mr. Brown
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intimated he would leave thg meeting, as the
house of Mr. Gordon would give him refuge.
He and the coloured man ran all the way to
. Mr. Gordon’s house, closely followed by the
infuriated mob, who threw various missiles at
them. After entering Mr.-G.’s house, the mob
continued yelling hideously before the door.
All this time Mr. Gordon, notwithstanding his
nervous excitability at other times, acted with
the most perfect calmness, and though appa-
rently in so imminent danger, showed no alarm
whatever. Before the tumult had subsided,
he commenced family worship, Mr. Brown
requesting him to sing the 124th Psalm: -
% Had not the Lord been on our side,
May Israel now eay,
Had not the Lord been on our side
‘When men rose us to slay;
They had us swallowed quick, when as
Their wrath ’gainst us did flame;
‘Waters had covered us, our soul
Had sunk beneath the stream.

Then had the waters swelling high,
Over our soul made way.

Bless’d be the Lord, who to their teeth,
Us gave not for a prey.

Our soul’s escaped as a bird,
Out of the fowler’s snare ;

The snare asunder broken is,
And we escaped are, &c.”

“This was sung by all with a Iive’y sense
of gratitude to God, who had preserved them
from the wrath of man. Mr. Brown then en-
gaged most fervently in prayer for those who
had so grievously and causelessly wronged him.
The first letter written after this time which
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_ I have been able to procure, though it does
not refer to this meeting, yet is on the subject.
It is dated, _

. Johnstown, Feb. 7th, 1844.
DeArR BROTHER:— :

« As I have been for some time past pretty
highly charged with abolition, it will be best
to let it off first. An attempt was made to
form a town liberty society, and, being asked,.
I consented to speak, and accordingly gave a
public intimation. Some of our people were
alarmed, and thought their little congregation
was going to be ruined by it. However, I
wentonand gave my address. AsIhadthe week
before (on our fast day) handled without mucly
ceremony the subject of a voter’s obligation
before God to vote for the man whom he sent up
to act in God’s place as a magistrate, I confined
myself this time to the action which our church-
had taken in relation to slavery, and the justi-
fication of what they had done. I attended
the convention at Gloversville two days, and
being asked to speak; I did it: that was indeed
bad enough. But this thing of - keeping nig-

ers in the house! is hardly to be endured—

e have had three fugitives besides L. Wash--
ington. There are a number of gentle-hearted
would-be-called abolitionists here; but the fugi-
tives, it seems, are rather willing to try Mr.
L and me, though we are both little men.
I am doubtful our people will not be brought
over very soon. However, I am plying them

- pretty freely in private as occasion offers with.
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“tracts and arguments. What effect it will

have on my staying here I do not know.
I think some have on their long faces at me
_just now, but it may wear away; and, if not, I
shall go on, leaving the issue with God, to
assail that sum of all villanies at every point,
as opportunity offers ; and if it be his holy will,
I shall as cheerfully go from Johnstown for
sake of this matter, as I did from Putnam for

. another cause. After three times dispensing

the Lord’s supper I have to say—one young
person only has been admitted, and I have
sometimes great fits of discouragement, and
think that I cannot accept their call. On the
other hand, I am averse to move again,—and
since M left his people, they attend. I
think them a serious and pious people, and
must say that I have had lately more liberty
in lecturing (perhaps through .their prayers)
than for twenty years past. Give me only
a conlinuance of this liberty, and let other
things be what they may, I shall not leave
here. '

«] am glad to hear you are so much better.
I have heen often toncerned about you this
winter. My sympathy was no doubt quickened
by a préity sharp attack of rheumatism in my
back, which tnade me a cripple for a time. I

.rejoice to hear of your large accession and the

ccomfort of the occasion. T know that you
will not flinch from the good cause. Pour
forth hard arguments in soft words. I am

" solemnly convinced, that had the ministry and
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the Christian church lifted a faithful voice re-
specting the awfully important moral duty of
voting in men to act as God’s deputies, and
respecting slavery, there would not have been
a slave in the states to-day. Now this infatu-
ation on the northern mind which is the conse-
quence of our sinful neglect, is a rod in the
hand of Providence to whip us to our duty.
I felt somewhat proud in my first address to
show that our church had taken ground against
it so early, yet not quite early enough. But
let us go on.

“Iam filled with admiration at C. M. Clay’s
speech at the Sulphur Springs. Through the
blessing of God it will have a great effect on
the higher grades of independent intellects.

Johnstown, March 11th, 1844.
DeAR BROTHER:—

«“We got home in safety, and found all well
on Saturday afternoon. By the time I extem-
porized the sabbath discourses, I was pretty
flat, nervous and bilious, with sore eyes. I do
not know the homeceopathic name of these
things, but wish I had some of your medicine
for them,

«“Qur town election is now over. The

liberty ticket got fifty-one votes, which is.

nearly treble what it was last fall. Our in-

crease is due, in a good degree,’to the reaction

of our mob. An arrangement is to be made

for me to speak at Gloversville. Iam to take

substantially the same subject which 1 had at

Argyle. I have found it is a volnerable point
14 ‘
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with many—our fifty-one votes have forced
many to think who would not think before;
they begin to understand it will be no chil-
dren’splay very soon,and there seem somesmall
clouds gathering over the fall prospeet already ;
but let us talk soberly to man,and pray fervent-
ly to God, and wait the issue in hope. I can-
not look on this subject without feeling intense
interest. As the time for divine judgments
comes nearer (for come they must) the men
into whose hands the affairs of the nation are
intrusted seem to be more infatuated. This
remark is based on the manceuvre by which
the decision ‘on the 21st rule was again got up
and laid on the table, and the disaster aboard
the steamship carrying away the two secretaries
who were in favour of the annexation of Texas,
and on the same duy.

«If the North (I say not the South) will
not be brought to reason in time to prevent
God’s taking the work in his own hand, it may
be a terrible work in righteousness tousall. It
is by such considerations I wish to be influenced
myself, and to influence others to act in the
premises. And here I find myself in my
appropriate sphere.” '

_ Inone of his letters, after lamenting the evils
of party spirit, the spirit of distrust and suspi-
cion with which those who were influenced by:
it—often listened to ministerial instruction, he
says, “ 8o it has come to this: if 1 handle the
national sin of slavery, the Whigs are offended;
if I handle popery, or do not pray aright for
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the government since P—— was elected, or
pray (I do not mean by name) for Torrey,
Walker, &ec., the democrats are offended ; if I
attempt to set forth the scriptural qualifications
of rulers, and the moral obligation for them,
both these parties are offended.”

On another question which has somewhat ex-
cited the religious community, in a letter of
a much earlier date, he thus writes: «I have
lately read a publication of E. C. Delevan on
the wine question, which, on the whole, gave
me much pleasure. Although I began with a
good deal of opposition in my mind, yet as I
advanced it melted away,—misunderstanding
was removed—want of information supplied,
—and I came away clearly in favour of using,
if it can be got, the pure juice of the grape in
the sacrament of the supper.” :

From the memoirs under date of April 14th,
1844, he says,—¢ Having lost a great part of
my sleep, I was to-day in an unfit state to
preach, and having a great fear I would be
confused, I was led to plead particularly, that

neither this body, nor the flesh, nor fear of
' man, nor Satan, might be permitted to hinder
.my preaching nor believing. Though fre-
quently sensible of much confusion, especially
in view of the afternoon, yet I was carried
through in such a way as cannot be accounted
for without divine assistance. The forenoon
was Heb. ii. 1—4, where 1 had great freedom
in pressing to a present acceptance of the great
salvation. In theafternoon I had equal liberty
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in urging to imitate God and Christ—from
Eph. v. 1,2. I desire my own socul may be
enabled most heartily to close in with the
doctrine I have preached to others. But here
comes the hottest of the battle with Satan and
sin, for I find by frequent experience that the
opposition of these two foes is not near so'great
to preaching.as to personal application.

«Coldness, vain wandering thoughts, doubts
and fears, set themselves against this in battle
array. But if I am, in view of death and judg-
ment, relying on any thing at all—] amsure
it is on this great salvation. And I do agree
that all the flesh in me be utterly destroyed,
in whatever way it may plesse the Holy
Spirit to accomplish it.

CHAPTER XIIL

« May 2d, 1844. This day I accepted from
the hands of the Presbytery, met in Albany,
the call from the congregation of Johnstown
with-the views expressed as follows:

« Although persuaded of the acceptance of
my labours and of their hearty willingness to
contribute to my support, yet not with any
reasonable foresight of being supported nor of
expectation of raising a congregation upon the
peculiar principles of the Secession able to do
it. But perceiving that Providence kas sup-
ported me for some time there without making
any debt, and that there appears to be but little
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of the gospel preached in the village, and taking
into consideration the present state of this
Presbytery, and that my increasing infirmities
disqualify me for a weighty charge, were any
to offer, I consider it my duty to accept. This
I have done after frequently seeking special
direction at the throne of grace, that I might
konow what was duty against this meeting.
I have thence concluded that if was the will
of the Great Head of the Church.

“May 5th. This Sabbath morning, being
out of order for speaking, endeavoured again
to place myself and day’s work explicitly on
his promise of ¢ grace sufficient’—that I might
have an experimental evidence of his faithful-
ness, and also be enabled for myself to take
home the message. And surely I was enlarged
beyond the ordinary degree, at least to my
own apprehension—in prayer and in making
close application of Christ to sinners.

« But I have still to deplore the multitude of
vain wandering thoughts, and how hard it is to
keep my mind to the subject,—and still also the
fear of man, or perhaps as I may call it, pride.

“ What a blessing it would be if the Lord
would be pleased to give so strong a sense of
his gracious presence as that I-would think of
" none else. :

“] have to record with thankfulness that
now, for a considerable time, I have been re-
lieved in my head.

“June 20th. This day, and for some time
past, I have been in a strange disagreeable
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state of mind with respect to*my taking the
congregation ;—scarcely any signs of usefulness
appearing,—could almos¢ wish that the relation
would not be formed between-us. Under these
impressions I endeavoured to show from Isa.
xliii. 21, ¢ This people have I formed for my-
self, that they: may -show -forth my praise,’
what ought to be their chief end in maintain-
ing a separate comymunion,

“I endeavoured to pray that the vows that I
this day aimed to express- with my lips, might
be also the sincere purpose of my heart.

“ And now I have vowed to be a pastor to
this people, I do not know that I had any re-

serve on' my mind,—and they seemed cordial
" in giving me the right hand of fellowship.
There has appeared some evidence that my
preaching is not altogether in vain.

"~ «June 283, 1844. This day the holy ordi-~
nance of the Lord’s supper was dispensed.
My text was Psalm xl. 7, 8: ¢ Then said I, Lo,
< I came, in the volume of the book it is writ-
ten of me, I delight to do thy will, O my
God; thy law is within my heart.” On these
words I had. a very delightful day more than
twenty years ago in Guinston, and aggin they
were sweet to-day—¢The word of the Lord
is pure,’ like silver tried in the furnace seven
times. It does not gather rust through time;
it cannot gain any thing, it is perfect, and will
endure for ever. I had a measure of freedom
that told that God is the answerer of prayer. I
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enjoyed much fore at his table toq than for a
long time. The bands were in a nreasure taken
off, and the Aeart had free egress to the Lord
in asking for myself, each of the family, the
congregation, the young in it, the Lord’s peo-.
ple in the place, the Secession body, &c. In
the deed I heartily agreed to receive the Lord
as my all, and also to be at his service to the
end. Amen.

“June 30th. Under a very- disagreeable
state of body I entreated that God would give
me the truth of his promise by fitting my
body as well as my soul for preaching the love
of Christ in the lecture, Heb. v. 1—9, and our
love and gratitude, 1 Pet. ii. 9,and I did not en-
treat in vain, even the body was helped. Hehas
also let me see that my discouragements for
want of success were not altogether well found-
ed;—I trust a heaven-born soul was received
into fellowship this day.

« August 4th. This day my text was Heb.
xiii. 6, 73 ¢ For he hath said, I will never leave
you nor forsake you,” &c. I pleaded before
him whose promise this was, and whose work
I was to, be employed in, that I might have a
clear evidence of its truth in my own experi- -
ence through the day; and I did find that just
in proportion as I could ledn upon this word,
other thoughts were excluded, difficulties and,
fears vanished, and my work went on with
freedom and delight. :

“ Now I begin to see that the design of all
this straitness and difficulty, arising these many
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years from nervous weakness, was to draw me
off from seeking to depend immediately on a
sensible readiness on mygelf, and to place it im-
mediately on the promise itself. My error has
been io pressing in my prayers for the first in-
stead of the last. I perceived that if thz mind
can but rest itself immediately on the promise
in view of the work, all difficulty will vanish.
I saw a yourg believer come in just before I
began in the afternoon, for whom I begged that
this promise might be brought home with re-
freshing power. . :

“ August 11th. This day m{ text was Rev.
Xii. 11: ¢ And they overcame by the blood of
the Lamb,” &c. This I had made choice of
the -preceding Sabbath eve. On Monday I
got Hetherington’s History of the Church of
Scotland from the earliest times to 1843,
which shows one continued struggle for the
alone headship of Christ agxinst the deceit and
violence of popes, kings, queens, cardinals,
bishops, false-hearted Presbyterians, and Eras-
tian'despotic judges. But the friends of the
truth have overcome them, and by the same
means mentioned in the text, namely, suffering
and witnessing; and the coincidence in the time
in being led to read this book and study this
text is a kindness in Providence worthy of
record.

«January 23, Some things indicate a
change to be approaching in our situation—
offence taken at some things in my ‘ministry
from which I caonot recede. The young de
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not appear to profit, or incline to espouse the
cause. .

“July 22d. Although there appears no more
signsof remaining permanently here, nor of use-
fulness, yet the care and kindnessof Providence
ought to be recorded—By one means or other
the family is supported without incurring any
debt, more easily, than at any other time before.
This providence teaches us to—¢ Take no
thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself>—<Your
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
of these things.’ :

“ What reason does he give us every day to
trust him with every concern, and follow a
sense of duty to him.. We arg, indeed, to use
means when we can, but so long as a clear
sense of duty remains we are to trust him be-
yond means. I thought it impracticable to get
along with 8300 before I came here. A sense
of duty obliged me first to come, and then to
stay, and the Lord hath shown me that he can
carry me along with less than $200 salary:
May I not learn from this that it is best and
safest to follow a sense of duty to him, and
trust him with all the rest? And O that I may
be enabled fully to do this at the end, which
is fast coming near.”

This was the last entry but one in our friend’s
journal,—and both this and the last contain a
petition for a right and proper frame in death !
As the time drew near-yhen he was to take
his journey heaven-ward;-his thoughts were,
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as it seemed, unconsciously to himself, turned
more and more in that direction, and his
prayers more fervent to be prepared for his de-
parture. His last entry was July 27th, less
than one month before 'his «last moments.”

«This day being greatly oppressed with
bodily weakness, and not knowing how to
stand through the exercises, I endeavoured
earnestly te place myselfon the promise. And
O how certainly I-was answered and held up
by the Divine arm, and carried through with
the greatest gentleness and ease—so that the
people seem hardly willing to believe that I
am so feeble as I certainly know myself to be.
My hope is, that I shall be thus held up in my
last moments jo give my last testimony to
the truth.”

Here ends the autobiography of Alexander
Gordon. ,

His trust was not in vain,—he was sus-
tained in that trying hour. On Sabbath, the
17th of August, he preached two discourses
with at least his usual ability and energy. In
the evening, his sister being on a visit to his
house at the time, he conversed with her and
the family on religious topics, in his usually in-
teresting and edifying manner. That night
he slept more soundly than he usually did on
Sabbath nights. On Monday morning he was
awakened early by a distress in his stomach and
bowels, which however did not alarm himself
or family, as he had had frequent attacks of that
kind formerly. He said, however, soon after

-
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the commencement of the attack—I know not
what will be the end of this, but I never felt as I
now do in any former sickness.””  Before ten
o’clock the worst symptoms of the cholera
morbus were developed. He was soon after-
wards seized with spasms in his extremities,
when he consented to have a physician called.
Before the physician arrived, however, which
was in a few minutes,he was already speechless.
Butalthough he declined rapidly from the first,
yet he afterwards became able to speak. He said
repeatedly to his friends,—«I am dying in
the faith of the gospel I have preached to you.”
Thus most emphatically giving his last testi-
mony to the truth, as he had wished to do.
The violence of his disease greatly prostrated
his mental energy, so much so that his family,
from tenderness to him, refrained asking his
advice as to the management of their worldly
concerns. On Wednesday, he said, « What
will be done?”” Mrs. Gordon, supposing him
to be anxious about what his family should do,
asked if he wished to give them any direc- .
. tions. ¢ 0 no,” said he, «I will leave all that
till Mr. M comes ’’ (a friend for whom he
sent.) “I mean what will be done about eman-
cipation.”” Thus while the taper of life was
flickering in its socket, he expressed his con-
cern for the poor and needy,—and surely the
.promise was made good in his experience.

«“ Blessed is he that wisely doth, the poor man’s case consider,
For when the time of trouble is; the Lord will him deliver.”
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He was blessed on earth while he lived, was
not given up to the desires of his- enemies—
and when he came to Death, that last enemy
that shall be destroyed, he was upheld by the
rod and staff of the good Shepherd, so that he
feared no ill. Gently, and apparently without
pain, he yielded up his spirit to God who gave
it, about half-past one o’clock on Wednesday,
the 20th of August. Truly «Godliness has the
promise of the life that now is, as well as of
that which is to come.”

Mr. G.’s mortal remains were interred in a
burial ground in Johnstown, where his family
still remain.

His charagter and disposition may be learned
from the foregoing memoir. - The varied and
severe trials with which he was visited in
the course of his life, though-they had not re-
pressed his actual cheerfulness, yet had, per-
haps, the tendency to make him appear more
habitually serious than professors of religion
usually are. He had nothing of ascetic sour-
ness about him, and most fully and wholly
trusted to Christ alone for justification from sin
—yet he was much more anxious than the ge-
nerality of Christians now-a-days to cruacify the
flesh with its affections and lusts. In his own
-dress, and in that of his family, he wished the
greatest plainness to be observed ; -saying—in
view of the trials which they and the church
met with,—¢ It would become us all to wear
only sackcloth and ashes.” He was strictly
temperate in his appetites, and seeing the per-
nicious effects of drinking spiriguous liquors of
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any kind, he thought it incumbent on him to
set the example of wholly abstaining from the
use of them, and could scarcely be prevailed
upon to take the small quantity of brandy re-
commended by his physician in his last illness.

Besides the other qualifications of a bishop
which he possessed, he was given to hospita-
lity. No one ever met his friends at his door
with a more hearty welcome than he,—the
face of a friend always’ brightening his counte-
nance. To the poor and the stranger, too, his
house was often a refuge.

Those acquainted with Mr. Gordon, and
those who have read this memoir, will have
observed how implicitly he trusted that God
would provide all things necessary for him. A .
favourite passage of scripture with him was,
«Be careful for nothing, but in every thing with
prayer and supplication make known your re-
quests to God.”” At one time previous to the
burning of his house he was several hundred
dollars in debt, yet Proyidence so favoured

" him in his temporal concerns by influencing

liberal hearts to befriend him, and by other
means, that though he received so small a
salary, yet when he died, ke owed no man
any thing,—and left a comfortable house for
his family. How faithfully was the promise

. made good in his experience: % There is no

want to them that fear him ’—¢ They that

seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.”

He had no children by the last two mar-

riages; and those by the former, five sons and
15
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two daughters, are mostly so far grown up, as,
with the habits of industry and frugality which
they have been taught, to be able, in some mea-
sure, to maintain themselves. Besides, which,
they have an interest in the inheritance which a
good man leaves to his children; Prov. xiii. 2:
«A good man leaveth an inheritance to his
children’s children; and the wealth of the
sinner is laid up for the just.”” .The experi-
ence of the Psalmist enabled him to say, and
God is not less careful of the childrentof his
saints now, than then,

«] have been young, and now am old; yet
have 1 not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his,
seed begging bread. He is ever merciful, and
lendeth; and his seed is blessed.” Psalm
XXXvii, 25.

THE END.











