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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

OF THE REV. DAVID GOODWILLIE.

The Rev. David Goodwillie was born near Fife-shire,

Scotland, in the beginning of the year 1749. He received

his academical education in Edinburgh, where he also studied

Theology. He was licensed to preach the gospel in the fall

of 1778. He was employed, preaching as a probationer, in

Scotland, England and Ireland, during a period of ten years.

In the spring of 1788, he emigrated to the United States of

America, and formed an important and seasonable acquisition

to the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania, then much in

need of help. For although the members of the Presbytery

had then increased to six, yet the congregations and applica-

tions to the Presbytery had been increasing in a still greater

ratio. Many of those, who had been carried away by the fair

promises of those who formed that union, which gave rise to

the Associate Reformed body in 1782, not finding their ex-

pectations realized, were now returning to their former pro-

fession ; and many from Europe, who had been acquainted

with the principles professed by the Associate Church in

Great Britain, were also making application to the Presbyte-

ry, from different and far distant sections of this widely ex-

tended country. In order that Mr. Goodwillie might be qual-

ified to discharge all the parts of the office of a gospel minis-

ter, in the newly organized congregations among which he

was now called to labor, the Presbytery judged it expedient
to take him on trial for ordination, as early as convenient, al-

ter his arrival. Accordingly, we find he was ordained in the

city of Philadelphia to the ollice of the holy ministry, on the

31st day of October, in the same year he arrived. Mr. Beve-
ridge preached on the occasion. The discourse is inserted in

this collection.
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For about one year after his ordination, he was employed
in preaching in various places in the States of Pennsylvania,

Virginia and New York. But it was not long until a door, in

divine providence, was opened for the staled exercise of Mr.
Goodwillie's labors, as far as the general interests of the

church would permit. In the latter part of the year 1789, he

visited Caledonia County, Vermont, where a promising soci-

ety was collecting, chiefly of emigrants from Scotland. On
the 5th of July, 1790, he was regularly and unanimously

called to become the stated pastor of the Associate congrega-

tion of Barnet, Caledonia County, Vermont, in which call,

a few families from the adjoining town, Ryegate, also united

and received a portion of Mr. Goodwillie's pastoral labors.

Which call being regularly presented and accepted, he was
admitted to the pastoral charge of the congregation of Bar-

net on the 8th of February, 1791, according to the rules and
usages of the Presbytery, but he continued to devote a por-

tion of his labors to Ryegate, until that congregation obtained

a pastor to themselves in 1822. Among these people he la-

bored nearly forty years. He died August the 2d, 1830, in

the 81st year of his age, having preached the everlasting gos-

pel nearly fifty-two years. His remains lie in the church-yard

of the Associate congregation of Barnet, according to his

own request, beside those of his highly esteemed friend and

brother in Christ, the Rev. Thomas Beveridge. When Mr.
Goodwi Hie settled in Barnet, the country was new ; with a

single exception, it is believed that there was not a settled

minister of any denomination within sixty miles of him.

While this circumstance greatly increased the labors of his

charge, it also gave him an opportunity of an extensive field in

which to sow the good seed of the word of life. And Mr.
Goodwillie seemed in every respect well qualified for that sta-

tion in the church, in which an all-wise Providence placed

him ; blessed with a good physical constitution, he endured

the toils and- fatigues to which his situation exposed him, with-

out inconvenience : and was enabled to continue his labors

almost without interruption, to the close of his long life. His

mental endowments were not less suitable to the station

which he occupied, than those of his body. Though not dis-

tinguished by that brilliancy of mind, which many call gen-

ius, he was endowed with a clear and sound judgu.ent, an ac-

curate discernment, with much prudence and a large portion

of that useful and happy talent of discerning and conducting

himself according to the laws of propriety, which is usually

called common sense. Hence he was often consulted by all
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classes, in any emergencies or difficulties in which they might

be involved. As an evidence of the confidence which his

townsmen and neighbors reposed in his judgment, he was often

called to the discharge of such civil offices as least interfered

with his duties to the congregation. He was chosen to re-

present the town of Barnct in the Legislature of the State,

while that body held its session in Danville, distant but a

short distance from his residence. He possessed a peculiarly

cheerful disposition, and was enabled to preserve great equa-

nimity under circumstances either of prosperity or adversity.

And it was remarked by the most intelligent and religious of

his people, that he uniformly appeared most cheerful in preach-

ing, when under trouble, whether of a domestic or public na-

ture. Although as a preacher or public speaker, his talents

were not of the most popular kind they were certainly of a

kind well suited to render him very useful and highly accept-

able to the people among whom he labored so long. He ur-

ged the plain truths of the gospel, in a plain but an affection-

ate manner. His aim, in his public ministrations, was evi-

dently to commend Christ and the way of salvation to per-

ishing sinners, not to set forth himself as an aspirant after the

praises of men.

Mr. Goodwillie was married in Philadelphia, shortly

after his arrival in this country, to a native of Kircaldy,

Scotland, whose name was Beatrice Henderson, a woman
well qualified to be a help-mate to him, in things both tempo-

ral and spiritual. She took a deep interest in the concerns of

the church ; and if any trouble arose in the congregation, it

was their usual practice to set apart a day for fasting, humili-

ation and prayer in private, a practice highly worthy of imi-

tation. Those of her friends who had the best opportunity of

knowing her habits, represent her as a woman conscientiously

careful in the discharge of all known duties, much devoted to

prayer, and greatly enriched in christian experience. She

died Feb. 4th, 1827, three years and a half before her husband.

Their family consisted of four sons and as many daughters.

A son and a daughter died in early youth, on the same day

and of the same epidemic with each other, and only a few

days before the death of Mr. Beveridge,as noticed in the sketch

of his life. Two of his daughters were married, the one to

the Rev. A. Bullions, D. D., and the other to the Rev. John

Donaldson, at that time ministers of the Associate Church,

but both these women are now deceased. Two of his sons

entered the ministry, and were both licensed to preach the

gospel, by the Presbytery of Cambridge, their father presi-
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ding as Moderator, Sept. 29, 1823. One ofwhom was called,

as assistant pastor and successor to his father, Sept. 27, 1826,

nearly four years before his father's decease. The other is

settled near the line between Pennsylvania and Ohio. A
single daughter, and a son besides the two in the ministry

mentioned above, survive their father.

From a diary, kept by his son Thomas, who was his col-

league during his last illness, now before the writer of this

notice, Mr. Goodwillie appears to have closed his labors, as

might have been expected from his life. He had lived the

life of the righteous, and his "latter end was like his."

[The facts respecting Mr. Goodwillie, stated in the above

sketch, were furnished by his son and successor, the Rev.

Thomas Goodwillie.]



SERMON,

BY THE REV. DAVID GOODWILLIE.

"Let Israel now say that his mercy endureth for ever." (Psalm cxviii. 2.)

Man was made to praise his Maker. This was his delight-

ful employment while he remained in the primitive state of

innocence and integrity, in which he was created. But by
the fall, he became entirely* unfit for such a holy and happy
exercise. By sin, he became wholly averse to sing the high

praises of his almighty Maker and bountiful and constant Pre-
server. But when man is renewed by the grace of God, he
enjoys a holy pleasure in the blessed employment of praising

the God of his salvation.. A proper view of man's fallen state

of sin and misery affords the most dismal prospect : a knowl-
edge and conviction of the nature and demerit of sin, pre-
sents us with condemnation and wrath. Judgment without
mercy, is the just but righteous reward of iniquity. Instead
of the saints' joyful song of praise, there awaits the sinner
" weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth" forever ; thence
the wretched sinner is led to conclude, that "God's mercy is

clean gone forever" and that " he will be favorable no more."
In these dismal circumstances, to hear of divine mercy, the
plentitude and perpetuity of that mercy in behalf of the mis-
erable, and the certainty and happiness of its enjoyment to
the praise of divine grace, must be most truly wonderful and
highly comfortable. But such is the happy prospect present-
ed in our text.

It is probable that David wrote this psalm after the con-
quest of his enemies was completed, when he was firmly es-

tablished in the kingdom of all Israel, and had brought up the
ark of God to Jerusalem, his royal city. But it is evident
that it respects the Messiah, of whom the royal psalmist was
an eminent type. Our Lord interprets the 22d verse, and ap-
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plies it to himself as the Head-stone of the corner, which was
rejected by the Jewish builders, (Matt. xxi. 42.) The apostle

Peter makes the same application, (Acts iv. 11.) And the

Jews themselves applied the 26th verse to Christ, when they

sang joyfully at his triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, as

the condescending King of Ziun, "Hosanna to the Son of

David : Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord

:

Hosanna in the highest." (Matt. xxi. 9.) The psalmist ear-

nestly calls upon the friends of God and religion, to join him

not only in a hearty acknowledgment of God's goodness,

and a cheerful confidence in his mercy in future ; but in a be-

lieving expectation of the " sure mercies of David"—The
mercy promised to our fathers.

In prosecuting this interesting subject through divine assist-

ance, we shall consider

—

I. The declaration of the perpetuity of divine mercy.

II. The call or injunction to celebrate the perpetuity of di-

vine mercy. " Let Israel now say," &c.

1. We are to consider the declaration here made, "His

mercy endureth forever."

The term mercy is used in various senses in scripture. Hu-
man mercy is that kind disposition of mind and tenderness of

heart, that compassionates the misery of others, and disposes

to contribute to the relief of the distressed. Thus the good

Samaritan had mercy or compassion, upon the man who went

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and left him

half dead.

But mercy is not in God as it is in men, a mere passion or

affection, for this would be incompatible with the purity, per-

fection, independence and immutability of the Godhead.

When mercy is attributed to God, it denotes his infinite be-

nignity and goodness, and in the strictest sense it denotes his

free good-will and eternal purpose of making some of the

fallen race of man both holy and happy, delivering them from

the guilt, defilement and dominion of sin, and communicating

himself to them in such a manner as is consistent with his

own inviolable holiness, justice and truth. Mercy always

supposes misery as its object. The mercy of God is his

goodness to the miserable. This mercy of God is two-

told. 1. A general mercy or common goodness, which he

manifests to all both good and bad. "He maketh the sun to

rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just

and on the unjust." (Matt. v. 45.) "He is kind to the un-

thankful and to the evil." (Luke vi. 35.) 2. His special saving
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grace, love and favor, which he manifests only to his elect.

This special saving grace, and everlasting love and favor, is

bestowed only on "the vessels of mercy which he hath afore

prepared unto glory." And this special mercy is displayed

in a special manner by God, as the God of all grace only in

Christ. "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort."

This special mercy is used in scripture to comprehend all the

blessings of grace in time, and all the blessings of glory in

eternity. Common mercies enjoyed by all mankind, both

good and bad, are no evidences of God's saving grace and

everlasting glory. They deserve our gratitude, thanksgiving,

and praise, but still they will perish and decay, and leave

those who receive and enjoy them, miserable at last. But spe-

cial and saving mercies are everlasting in their duration, and

will make those who possess and enjoy them, most happy

forever. " Let Israel now say that his mercy endureth for-

ever."

This declaration implies

1. That the sin-pardoning mercy of God endures forever.

" Thou pardonest their iniquity because thou delightest in

mercy." (Micah vii. 18.) The sin-pardoning mercy of God
flows to the sinner through the shed blood of Christ, in whom
God is always well pleased. The merit of Christ's sacrifice

for sin is infinite in value, and everlasting in its effects.

Hence we conclude that God's rich mercy in pardoning sin,

through the infinite value and everlasting virtue of Christ's

blood, will endure forever. The sentence of justification can

never be revoked. " There is therefore now no condemna-

tion to them that are in Christ Jesus." " Grace reigns

through righteousness unto eternal life, by Christ Jesus our

Lord."

2. Sanctifying mercy. This gracious mercy is effectually

bestowed by the eternal Spirit, the everlasting fountain of di-

vine and Baving influences. He commences the gracious and

holy change in the washing of regeneration. By his constant

influence, conformity to the image of God is gradually in-

creased, until sanctity is consummated at death. " According

to his mercy, he saved us by the washing of regeneration,

and renewing ot the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abund-

antly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." (Tit. iii. 5, G.) The
happy effect of sanctifying mercy will be felt and enjoyed by

the saints of God to all eternity. They will have eternal

cause to magnify the sanctifying. mercy of God, having been

washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb.
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3. Saving and delivering mercy. This, the whole church
as well as individual believers, have had ample cause to cele-

brate in all ages ofthe world. When they have been brought
low by their own sin and by the oppression of their enemies,
he stretches out his strong hand and holy arm, and grants

them a merciful deliverance. Their provocations are many
and great, and continual backsliding prevents for a time the

deliverance, but sovereign mercy always prevails. God in

his great mercy delivered his people from Egyptian bondage,
from Babylonish captivity, and from Persian and Grecian op-

pression. And under the present dispensation he has cast out

the great dragon, and in a great measure broken the power
ofthe antichnstian beast. And he will at last accomplish a

complete and eternal deliverance for his church and people,

from all their enemies and troubles, from the power of the se-

cond death, and the wrath to come ; and make them ever-

lasting monuments of his redeeming mercy. "O give thanks
unto the Lord, who remembered us in our low" estate ; for his

mercy endureth forever; and hath redeemed us from our en-

emies ; for his mercy endureth forever." (Psalm cxxxvi. 23,

24.) " He that is mighty hath done great things, and holy is

his name, and his mercy is on them that fear him, from gene-
ration to generation." (Luke i. 49.

4. Quickening and reviving mercy. This the church and
people of God often need, as they are often sunk into a luke-

warm and lifeless condition. Hence David prays, "Quicken
me, O Lord, according to thy word. Quicken me according
to thy loving kindness." And also the church prays, " O
Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years,—in wrath
remember mercy." "Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy

people may rejoice in thee? Show us thy mercy, O Lord,

and grant us thy salvation." "Quicken us and we will call

upon thy name." And in answer to these prayers, God, in

the multitude of his tender mercies sends out his word and
spirit, and grants them "times of refreshing from the pre-

sence of the Lord." Then his people sing with life and vigor,

"that his mercy endureth forever."

5. Strengthening mercy. When the Lord's people see that

their strength is gone, and no help left, then they are to place

their hope in God, "the glory of their help." A due sense

of their weakness leads them to the mercy of God, in whom
is everlasting strength, and righteousness. And when they

cry unto him for heip, he answers, "My grace is sufficient

for thee, and my strength is made perfect in weakness." " I

will strengthen them in the Lord, and they shall walk up and
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down in my name." Then they go from strength to strength
praising the perpetuity of God's mercy.

6. Comforting mercy. Divine mercy is a sovereign reme-
dy for man's misery. It is a cheering cordial to a distressed
soul. A gracious experience of the strong and everlasting
consolation of which the apostle speaks, outweighs all the
troubles of this life, and enables the saint to " glory- in his

tribulations." In the midst of his troubles, he can sing with
the psalmist, " I will be glad in thy mercy." The God of all

comfort says to his distressed church, " For a small moment
have I forsaken thee ; but with great mercies will I gather
thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment,
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith
the Lord thy Redeemer."

7. Directing mercy. This keeps them in a way of duty,
and in the path of life and salvation. Moses celebrates this

mercy in his triumphant song, occasioned by their deliverance
out of Egypt, " Thou in thy mercy leddest forth the people
whom thou hast redeemed." God promises to every true
believer, " I will guide thee with mine eye." So that the
saint may say, with confidence, " Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever."

8. Establishing and preserving mercy. This David cele-
brates in thanksgiving before the Lord, when he proposed to
build him a temple. "Thou hast confirmed to thyself thy
people Israel to be a people unto thee forever." " This great
goodness hast thou promised." And when God acquaints
him with the stability of his throne, he says to him, " My
mercy will I not take from him." Hence the Psalmist prays,
" Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord, let

thy loving kindness and thy truth preserve me continually."
"He shall abide before God forever: O prepare mercy and
truth which may preserve him." And hence the apostle
prays that the God of peace would preserve blameless the
whole spirit, soul and body of the saints, until the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Surely nothing but the ever-enduring
mercy of God could preserve them from all evil, unto eternal
life in heaven.

In a word, this gracious declaration includes all new cove-
nant mercies. The covenant itself is " an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things and sure." Its Head was set up for-
ever, and his righteousness is everlasting; and all the mercies
of the covenant are most sure and firm forever.
God is eternally and immutably good and merciful in

51
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himself. He is an everlasting fountain of mercy, from which
flows a never-failing stream into "the vessels of mercy," cho-

sen from all eternity to be the everlasting monuments of divine

grace. We are to bless God, both because he is good and

doeth good. We must praise the Lord, because he is essen-

tially good and merciful, and because his mercy towards his

church and people endures forever. "The mercy of the

Lord is irom everlasting to everlasting, upon them that fear

him." (Ps. ciii. 17.) It is from " everlasting" in the eternal

councils of peace, in their election to eternal life, before the

foundation of the world ; and it is to " everlasting" in its end-

less consequences, in their eternal glorification, when the

world shall be no more. They must run up the never-fail-

ing stream of mercy to its never-failing fountain in the eternal

God ; and they must praise God, not only for the mercy which
they experience on earth, but for that which they hope to en-

joy in the felicity and glory of heaven forever.

In Psalm cxxxvi, the perpetuity of divine mercy is pe-

culiarly celebrated and repeatedly declared ; twenty-six times

in that Psalm it is said, " His mercy endureth forever." The
repetition of this weighty sentence intimates, that God's mer-

cies are repeated, perpetuated and multiplied, from first to

last, with an endless progress and advancement. It implies,

that in every particular blessing, we ought to take notice of

the mercy of God, and observe that it endures still the same
now that it always has been, and ever will be. It also im-

plies, that the everlasting continuance of God's mercy is

highly honorable to him, and it is that in which he glories :

and also that its perpetuity is most comfortable to the saints,

and that it is their duty, and a precious and pleasant privilege,

to rejoice and glory in it. Their hearts should be ' so enrap-

tured with God's everlasting mercy, that the frequent men-
tion of its praise should not cloy on their tongues, but raise

them to a higher note in singing their chorus of the spiritual

song of the redeemed, in which they will ever'be praising God
for the plentitude and perpetuity of his mercy. This most ex-

cellent sentence God has magnified above all other truths re-

vealed concerning himself—not only by the frequent repeti-

tion of it in his word, but by the signal tokens of his accept-

ance, when it was sung to his honor and praise. At the dedi-

cation of the temple which Solomon built, they sang praise

unto the Lord, saying, " For he is good, for his mercy endur-

eth forever :" then " the house of the Lord was filled with a

cloud," in token of his presence and acceptance. (Chron. ii.

5-13.) And in Jehoshaphat's time, when they began to sing
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and ' praise the Lord, for his mercy endureth forever." God
granted Israel victory over their enemies. Let these things

encourage us to sing—"O give thanks unto the Lord,

for he his good ; for his mercy endureth forever."

II. The call or injunction to celebrate the perpetuity of

God's mercy: "Let Israel now say," &c.
The royal Psalmist, who was an eminent type of the Lord

Jesus Christ, calls upon " Israel," the ancient people of God
by external federal relation, to praise God's eternal mercy.

This duty is still binding upon the church of God. "And as

many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and

mercy ; and upon the Israel of God." (Gal. vi. 16.)

This call or injunction implies,

1. A natural aversion and incapacity to celebrate the ever-

lasting mercy of God. " The dead can not praise him," and

such is our natural condition. We are devoid of spiritual

life, hope and desire. In order to stir us up to this blessed

exercise, there is need of divine power to accompany the di-

vine call, to quicken and incline us to make the declaration.

The inward and effectual call of grace and Spirit of God,

must attend the outward call and command of his word, to

enable and dispose us to sing and say, that " Kis mercy endu-

reth forever."

2. A divine warrant to praise the eternal mercy of God.
Had not God of his infinite love provided a way for the free

vent of his rich mercy, and proclaimed it to mankind, they

would have been forever silent in his praise, nay, so far

would they have been from presuming to praise him, that they

never would have thought of it. Our warrant to celebrate

his infinite mercy is not founded on any natural claim, but

on his supreme authority requiring it in his word,~which con-

tains both the reason and rule of our duty.

3. Sufficient grounds for celebrating God's everlasting

mercy. Although the will of God revealed in his word,
without any other reason perceptible by us, is a sufficient

warrant to perform any duty : yet, in divine revelation, there

are many grounds set before us, as so many motives and in-

ducements to praise the perpetual' mercy of God : Such as

the eternal love of God, the fountain head of mercy—the glo-

rious undertaking of Christ, through whom alone the mercy
is displayed to mankind sinners :—his incarnation—finished

work—triumphant resurrection—and prevailing intercession

forever:—the propagation of the gospel among the Gentiles

—security fur its success till all the elect vessels of mercy are
filled with the glory of God:—and finally, the continual love
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and care he has manifested towards his church and people,

both in the ordinances of his grace and the dispensations of

his Providence. " Through the tender mercy of our God,

the day-spring from on high hath visited us."

4. Peculiar obligation to praise God tor his mercy. Israel,

the professed people of God, standing in covenant relation to

him, and the special object of his choice, love and care, are

here called on to celebrate divine mercy. As the ancient Is-

rael were under peculiar obligations to praise God's mercy,

which was displayed in their deliverance from Egyptian

bondage—preservation and support in the wilderness, en-

trance into Canaan, and peaceful possession and enjoyment of

the promised land,with all the mercies which attended their lot,

more particularly enumerated in Psalm exxxvi : So the

spiritual Israel of God, his peculiar people and treasure, are

under special obligations to praise the eternal mercy of God,

for this life, with its innumerable mercies and benefits which

they possess and enjoy on earth, and for the promise and pros-

pect of the eternal life of glory in heaven.

5. Eminent seasons for praising divine mercy. As it is

continually exercised towards us, it ought always to be prais-

ed. But sometimes it is more evident in its blessed effects

—

and then we are more loudly called to celebrate it. How loud-

ly did Moses and the children of Israel celebrate the praises

of divine mercy at the Red Sea, when God delivered them

from Egyptian bondage and the wrath of its cruel kings 1

The calf in the text seems to be given to Israel when they

were brought to a happy condition, having obtained many

signal victories over their enemies, and had the good prospect

of a peaceable and comfortable possession and enjoyment of

the promised land. And the New Testament Church has ex-

perienced remarkable seasons of grace and mercy, deserving

and demanding the liveliest glow of gratitude and praise

;

such as the extensive spread of the gospel among the Gen-

tiles nations, and the renewal of divine truth and godliness at

the Reformation—and every true believer has visits of divine

grace and mercy at particular times, which will loudly call

upon his soul, and all that is within him, to bless the

Lord.
6. Special faith in God's everlasting mercy. When called

to make this declaration, we are called at the same time upon

the authority of God, to believe it, with particular application

to ourselves. We can not properly comply with this call or

injunction, till we can say in faith, -'without which it is im-

possible to please God," " that his mercy endureth forever."
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We are therefore, when making this declaration, to look for

the blessed experience of divine mercy. In the appropriation

and assurance of faith say, " Surely goodness and mercy shall

follow me all the days of my life, and my dwelling place shall

be in the house of the Lord forever."

CONCLUSION.

1. Trust and hope in God's mercy which endureth forever.

Mercy is the hope and refuge of a miserable sinner. The
gospel is revealed for the express purpose that he may cast

himself upon God's mercy, and hope in it continually for

eternal life and salvation. Christ is the mercy of mercies,

and all special saving mercy flows from his merits and media-

tion to poor perishing sinners. In him we are to "look for the

mercy of the Lord unto eternal life." (Jude 21.) Israel and
Aaron, and all that fear the Lord, are called upon to trust in

the Lord, as their help and their shield. (Ps. cxv. 9—11.

Here the very same persons are called upon to confess that

the Lord's mercy endureth forever. None can praise God
but those who trust and hope in his mercy. The Psalmist

says, "I trust in the mercy of God forever and ever." " He
that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about."
" Let Israel hope in the Lord ; for with the Lord there is mer-
cy, and with him there is plenteous redemption; and he shall

redeem Israel from all his iniquities."

2. Be glad and rejoice in the plenitude and perpetuity of

God's mercy. Why is mercy shewn to the miserable but to

make them happy, yea, joyful ? Divine grace can gladden the

most sorrowful heart, and make it sing "with joy unspeaka-
ble and full of glory." In trouble we imagine we get relief

by complaining ; but we get joy and gladness in praising God's
mercy. Let oar complaints be turned into praises, and draw
all our comfort and consolation from the mercy of God in

Christ. We must sing a praising song for God's glory, and a

pleasant song for our own solace and delight. To rejoice al-

ways in the Lord is the believer's duty, privilege and delight.

It may be difficult to reconcile dark and distressing dispensa-

tions of God's providence, but we must still believe that his

mercy is everlasting, and his truth and faithfulness inviolable.

It is matter of joy and praise that he will make all things, al-

though apparently against us, to "work together for good to them
that love God, and are the called according to his purpose."
If it is a day of darkness and distress, we are to "sing of

mercy and judgment." But whatever be our circumstances,

we are never so earnestly and frequently called upon in scrip-
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ture to believe and repent, as to sing praise and give thanks
;

for it is the will of God that we should be most frequently

and devoutly engaged in the most pleasant exercises of reli-

gion, which will be the eternal employment of the redeemed
in heaven. David says, "I will glorify thee, O Lord, my
God, with all my heart ; and I will glorify thy name with all

my heart ; and I will glorify thy name for evermore." " For

great is thy mercy toward me ; and thou hast delivered my
soul from the lowest hell." " I have trusted in thy mercy

;

my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing unto the

Lord because he hath dealt bountifully with me." "Bless

the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy

name—who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy

diseases, who redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crown-

eth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies."

3. Praise God's mercy continually. Through Christ "let

us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the

fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name." This was the

Psalmist's noble resolution when he said, "I will bless the

Lord continually, his praise shall be continually in my mouth."
" I will sing of the mercies of the lord forever. For I have

said mercy shall be built up forever." We may be ever singing

the praises of God's mercy, and yet the subject will never be

exhausted. O what a delightful exercise ! What a blessed

employment ! The song of the Lamb will never cloy upon

the lips of the Redeemed. With unwearied vigor, and with

everlasting delight, will they praise the rich mercy of God.

This will be the burden of their song, and the sum and sub-

stance of their hosanna and hallelujah, " That his mercy en-

dureth forever."

We exhort you, O believer, to get your heart tuned to that

song of praise which shall be sung with extatic joy in heaven

forever. Neglect not the praise of God's mercy in the dark

day of adversity. Be not like the rebellious Israelites, who
" remembered not the multitude of his mercies," while they

were miraculously preserved by him in the wilderness. Main-

tain upon your heart a grateful remembrance of the Lord's

loving-kindness and tender mercies to you, and the Israel of

God. " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his ben-

efits." Let not your frailty and afflictions infringe upon your

spiritual joy and prosperity. Death itself will be no abridg-

ment of your bliss. Let not your heart be disquieted with

your mortality, the shortness of life, and the frailty and trou-

bles that attend it ; for God's mercy to your immortal soul

" endureth forever." " The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow
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to anger and plenteous in mercy.—As a father pitieth his chil-

dren so the Lord pitieth them that fear him : For he knoweth

our frame ; he remembereth that we are dust. As for man,

his days are as grass ; as a flower of the field, so he flourish-

ed! ; for the wind passeth over it, and it is gone, and the place

thereof shall know it no more : But the mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlasting, upon them that fear him,

and his righteousness unto children's children, to such as keep

his covenant, and to those who remember his commandments
to do them." In faith and hope say with the Psalmist, "Sure-

ly goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever."

O sinner—by faith seek a saving interest in the special

mercy of God. Beware of trusting to the common good-

ness or general mercy of God, which you, like multitudes of

others, may experience and yet perish forever. The rich

man rioted in the good things of this life, but he died, and in

hell he lifted up his eyes, being in eternal torments. If you

have no interest in the special mercy of the Lord, nothing

awaits you but weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth

forever. Look by faith to God in Christ, who is the glorious

channel of God's everlasting mercy to miserable sinners. He
is gracious, merciful and propitious to sinners, only in the in-

finite merits of the sacrifice of his eternal Son. Through his

shed blood, grace and mercy flow to us as miserable sinners.

Cry mightily to the " Father of mercies," that he would have

mercy upon your immortal soul. Pray with the poor peni-

tent publican, " Lord, have mercy upon me, a sinner." Look
by faith for the mercy of the Lord unto eternal life, through

the merits of Christ's righteousness. Wait upon the Lord,
who waits to be gracious, and is exalted that he may have

mercy upon you. Amen.




