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T UMBIA SEMINARY, ATLANTA

this purpose. The next effort was
put forth in 1824 by the Presby-
terv of South Carolina. The
whole matter was finally turned
over to the Synod of South Caro-
lina and Georgia, which at that
time was one Synod.

On December 15, 1828, Synod

Richard T. Gillespie resolved to eStabliSh the Semin—-
President Columbia Theo- ary, and elected Br. Thomas
Goulding, Professor of Theology.

Work was started at Lexington, Georgia, with five
students.

EARLY Years ix Corumsia, S. C.
)

arly 1 g :
tew st{luilellllt!a?l:.ls\l'}é P (‘301.11d1ng3 with his
ciled in the £1a1-~ ed to Columbia and was domi-
Procured for | ‘-..601...1 2ge Of the Presb}'terian Church

'0r lus use. The next year he moved into

the build;
UINE8S OC 1
188 occupying the present site of the Sem

nary,

1831
31, Dr. George Howe was

ssor 1blic !
of Biblical Literature, and



FOrRTY-TwWoO STUDENTS ENTER COLUMBIA SEMINARY, OCTOBER, 1926

!
’,

rhe King's Business” 55

he first class began the prescribed course of theo-
lto:ical studies. The curriculum was modeled after

,, «r and Princeton. Two years '_later R?V.
ﬁgl(‘joor: %{T. I eland was elected to the Chair of Chris-

tian Theology, Dr. Goulding having been trans-
planted to that of Ecclesiastical History and Polity.
The founders of Columbia Seminary were men
of prophetic foresight. They realized that the Pres-
byterian Church in the Cotton Belt could not fulfill
its mission unless an adequate supply of religious

leaders were called out and trained by the Church
in their own section.

Dr. Howe entered on a service for the Seminary
that lasted fifty-two years and three months. When
he was thirty-four years old, he had a call from the

Board of Directors of Union Seminary, New York,

j . :
tci:) the Chair of Sacred Literature iIn that institu-
on. The call was urged on him : '

terms. Hijs reason tor declini

al Xceedmo]
%¢ smal] a1 though the fielq of By donbre
must live ip obscurityy plicio



“The King's Business™ g
Lransmait to the men of thi -
tiution which wil bZ(’sfs H’-;?:ilefug}'fzeratzo?; an insti- trained leaders for the future who are worthy of the
il b | - Lc wOr 'H ! o
in mind that this was a man of Northern lr)zirthBaer?é traditions and heritage of the past.
rearing who was willing to sacrifice most ﬂattering CoruMmBIA’S TERRITORY

Prosl)ccl.s ol worldly nd}fzmccment, to hh : s i
small sphere and lead a life of obscurity, i Statistics of the Church in Columbia’s territory

endanger its perpetuity., tell a graphic story. When the Seminary was

founded it took South
~ v l. d G . COLUM/BI1A THE
] ‘(}\’f\ll iln() A ('I(l':f\#[‘ (,‘AUSI': Cﬂro lna an eorgla —t= G OOYAY I LES | o .

Move in a
‘ather than

both to form one Sy- | LANTA
HOd Elnd that, at its Micga,. ALA.

A hundred years of church history attest the not-
best, was not a large

able contribution Columbia has made to Presby- »

. . . \ \ . " . . S n0d x ! ' o8 . t;.-
terrtanism in the South. I[‘ew institutions in the Ii’ li(;en7t§ tmlnlsters, o =,
| ' . late olu 1a’ o
country can show as great a record. It will never By aez’ 81 2 8 Constituency
: T T n
outgrow or forget the men who have made the Sem- Communi,cmt 1’560 :
inary what it is. Names like Goulding, Howe and byteries t\:ro i Gt s G \
o : e 1 - - .
Leland, Thornwell and J. R. Wilson, Woodrow, Sl é'lrolin-:l ,lf}?rgla and three in N\ 3
Plummer and Girardeau, are a part of the lnstoiy f S Selllin;I: e territory of Co- o
f . Py s 1= - g : ’: )c n '
of our denomination. Their work \-\*’l‘” alwi ) Hl - COver a territor YSt OVY contains five Synods, which
revered. These and many more men Columbia A& to the Mississipy : Ig?tthlllg from the Atlantic Ocean
contributed in the past, lina-Tennesse F 'ver, and from the North Caro-
ture home of ti uqle to Key West. Atlanta the fu
. . b N
Cor.uMmBpiA's CONTRIBUTION of this territo - Demunary, is,in the cénter, not on]
. o GRS 2 o ol whom This 9 Y bu.t of the entire SOUth : d
Columbia has trained 926 ministers, 35(#; Qenior » over te1{ reé‘lucontalns 247,785 squ . 11
v e T St nrollment 18 05, Y& , i iOns b are miles W'ith
are living. |he present enie | . 42 new territo Population :

- M - ' 4d s 'y . -
class, 7: Middle, 19; Junior, 39. | 'his 'Wj.l«(- Lnl'O“‘ 134,720 teports 1,14 Chul’chesour Church in this
students were enrolled. “I'his 18 the lz]“ht.:w seems d&tés fo,x- 6132 Ordained ministers , emberilipiaf
ment in the history of the Seminary. . : -n: 1\£];111til ply of rect "¢ Wlnistry. The presj and 204 candi-
certain that when the Seminary Opens ok leav- eplace tULts for the minist oY avatablesup:

e will have 100 students. 1t is the earncs! cn-L \.}ide | While those Who are re " 18 barely sufficient to
by HEARY y continue O pro Many ; moved from active service

or of Columbia Seminary t



| P > AL
58 The King's Business”

porting churches could be

b\e neg!ect_ed because of the shortage of minis

Ivery indication points to an unprecedented de[ er?.
opment in the South, which brings to oup Chu\;i:l;
mcr?ased responsibility for trained Christian lead
ership to meet the growing need. s

T'he challenge which comes in the movement to
rebuild Columbia Seminary in Atlanta, and to bet-
ter equip it for its work, calls for consecration of
the resources and life of the Church.

quickly developed, muyst

THeE CourclH RESPONSIBLE

- If the Church in this section does not provide ade-
~ quate facilities for training her own men, they must
go elsewhere. Those who go away rarely come
back, and when they do return it is often difficult

hold them because of friendships made and asso-

ons formed during Seminary days.

v that a hundred and thirty-five tholusm}d
‘rcsbytcrians can not build and maintain
oical Seminary to train our own ministers
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THE SEMINARY

nxious to see the leadings of God’s providence and b
willing to follow 1t. Behind them are the fath::rs
who wrought mightily fOE‘ God, and wh? left a rich
heritage of faith and achievement that is not to be
forgotten. Looking both forward and backward
they see nothing to shake their belief in the essen-
tial soundness of the distinctive principles which
gave birth to our Church and for which it has
hitherto stood.

WorTHY OF A GREAT FUTURE

In the last analysis a seminary is made up, not of
buildings, but of men with common ideals and a
wide range of scholarship coupled with the vigor
and enthusiasm of young men in training. Colum-
b}lla has thes? men although not in such numbers as
;agiﬁ\t*;)elélc; nlzlkee- u;New buildjngs_, improved hibrary
a1 ¢ andqp;gi};g:t} 0\V1llh umrl;edlatel} _bx:mg
A RS r them Dbetter training.
e Y ot g men coming to the‘Semmar}f

S wWorthy of the best that we can aive.
¢ new location in Atlanta, recognized by 360
companies as the distributing center of

ot assures easy access to this field. The
> Support of the people of Georgia will
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double the Seminary assets. So situated with
new plant and larger resources, Columbia’will t ;
out more men and better trained men for e n?'m
istry. It will render a greater service to the S lné
of the Southeast. yno

BUILDING FOR THE FuTuUrE

T'he dominant 1dea 1n planning for the new home
of Columbia Seminary 1S that we are building for
the future. The strategic location in Atlanta, the
strength of Presbyterianism in this section, the an-
ticipated rapid development of the South, and the
egrowth of our church in the Cotton Belt call for
forethought and far-sighted wisdom in planning a
seminary for the future.

A comprehensive plan and building program to
care for all possible needs of the future have been
proposed. The larger program provides for the con-
struction, first, of the Seminary itself. This will be
built in units as needed and as building funds are
secured. ;

The Seminary proper will include the academic
group, consisting of the tower section, administra-
tion and class-room building, and the library; a
beautiful chapel; dormitories for three hundred
men ; apartments for married students; a standard
athletic field and gymnasium ; homes for the faculty
and others connected with the Seminary, and a cen-
tral heating plant for the entire development.

In addition to the Seminary itself, provision b
made for the future development of a Standar
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ristian Education for lay
e with homes for mission-
' - ity church, when the
ary famlhef; -ommunity makes a church desirable.
, te ; e adopted is scholastic
O;I;I}i]f tf;::fljlowin;f_;; the type of the Oxford buildings.
buildings will be of fireproof construction, |
t2ced with red brick and trimmed in limestone.

The site consisting of 5 7V4 acres w1th_ 1ts jwonder-
t11 contour, the varied and rich plant life, 1ts mag-
:6cent trees, and the superb outlook from its lofty
elevation, lends itself admirably to the development
of a great institution and offers in background
evervthing which could be desired for artistic beau-
ty and fitness.

The new plant of Columbia Theological Semin-
ary, situated 1n this 1deal location, will form one of

the handsomest educational groups to be found on
any Southern campus.

; and a commuil
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ConsTRUCTION UNDER WAy

V.OI} September 13th ground was broken for the
wifiil}? 1{5; Ohrme Campbell- Memorial Building
aCti\'itiesrit ii‘ ([:'i)‘resent, provides for all Seminary
e anndc uding offices of administration, the
reCfesftion T dr‘eadmg room, class rooms, students
the refector les parlor, a temporary chapel and

: ory. In this commodious building 1t 1s
l'f‘e am_Ple temporary provision for all
ties without inconvenience or crowd-

" following the breaking of ground,

mg The da}
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work on the administration building ang |
unit of the dormitory was begun. Th? COntra
calls for the delhivery of these two bglldu}gs com.
plete, July 15, 1927. Good progress is being
and the contractors are keeping up with their scheg.
ule. Evervthing will be in readiness for the Open-
ing of the term in the new home of the Seminary,
September 14, 1927.

RicrarD T. GiLresPiE, President.
Columbia, S. C.
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