


OUR DANGER FROM SEVEN-DAY JOURNALISM. 

EY DR. H. H. GEORGE. 

. 111(. . c l ~ i c s t i o ~ ~  tl1:11 c o l ~ f r o l ~ t s  us in this tliscnssion i s  a single one  
\vith [ \ Y O  tlistinct ilutl scgaratc sitles. Are \vc to have in t l ~ i s  country 
:I C l~ r i s~ i : l r~  SnI11)a;h o r  a Colltinental S1111(1ay? 'The Sabbath s tands  
for  il holnr tlay. a res t  day.  a nTorship (lay, a (la?- of all Cllristian 
privilege. 'The Continento1 Sunilnp s tands  for  a day of amusement  and 
p1easul.e. I~ i i s i~ lcss  a ~ l d  ~ ~ o l i t i c s .  ~ a r a t l e s  a11tl excursions. 

In  more  or. less interest  in the  Chr is t in~l  Sabbath thcre may  be 
co~lntetl  ten n~ i l l i ous  of evangelical Cl~rist inns,  t~venty-five lllillions 
of ellurch u(lllerel;ts, the  members hi^^ of the I i o n ~ a u  Catholic church,  

antl millions of patriotic Christ ian sympathizers besitlcs. I do not  say  
tha t  all tllcse lloltl to a I~igll  stantlartl of Sabbath observance. They 
(lo 1101; but on  the  tes t  vote betwee11 a Chr is t ia r~  Sa l~ba i l l  and  a Con- 
t inental  S ~ ~ n t l : ~ y ,  these millions of C l l r i s t i a ~ ~  s y m p a ~ l ~ i z e r s ,  grea t ly  in 

tllc major i ty  in th is  country,  will vote for tlle Cllristian Sabbath.  As 
~vorlcing forces i n  th is  Inajority a r e  all Christ ian colleges, Christ ian 
seminaries,  theological ant1 l i terary,  Christ ian musical  acildemies, 
Chr is t i ;~n high sc l~ools ,  ant1 a large portion of the  public sc l~ools  ill 

s tate,  ninety-nine per cent., a t  least ,  of evangelical ministers,  
t he  whole a r m y  of y o ~ ~ n g  people's associations, and the  most pa r t  of 

all the  benevolent organizations in t he  ent i re  co1111try. These mul- 
t i tudes,  and o thers  not er~umeratetl ,  bar r ing  such a s  have lost their  
fa i th  and c.otn:lgc antl a r c  dr i f t ing  into the  tide of Sabbath  forgetful-  
rlrss, rllesr multitlltlrs. I say,  a r e  on tlre sitle of n Christian Sabba t l~ .  
0 r 1  tllc othclS sitle, antl opposiug the  C l~ r i s t i au  Sabbath,  and f o r c i ~ ~ g  
lrpon 11s tllc Continebtal  Snntlay, a r e  At l~eis ts ,  antl Ir~fidels, allti Social- 
i ~ t s .  a l ~ t l  AnarCllists, : ~ n d  restless, grectly, money-loring Ialv-brealrers 
~ o n c r a l l y .  Orgilnizatiolls a11d col.l)orations w i t l ~ o ~ ~ t  c o ~ ~ s c i e r ~ c e ,  autl nrit1l 

;I frvcrisll (1csil.c to amass  t l r c i ~  million;. 7-l~ese all a r e  ~vor l t ing  forces 
agains t  t 11(, S :~l>bnt l~ .  

I n  th is  s ame  line of 11realtin.s t lonn t h e  sacredness of t he  day, we 

(lo not 11esit:ltc to  put the S I I I I ~ ~ : ~ ~  nc\vspal)er. I (lo not s ay  t l lat  ev- 
cry one  conncctctl \\'it11 ally of t l ~ e s c  Dnpcrs bc lo l~gs  to this e n ~ ~ m e r a t e t l  
class of S:~bbath  opponents. 2nd is  a n  Atheist ,  o r  a11 Infidel, o r  a n  
~ b a r c l ~ i s t ,  but I (lo s ay  tha t  the  Suntlay 1)2])c1. ~ i t h  w h i c l ~  Ile is  con- 
ncctetl is in every instnllce a g iant  ellcnly n n r r i ~ l g  lipon t h e  Ch1.i~- 
t lnn Sabbath ,  ant1 ~ ~ r ~ . f o r c c ,  i t  is  c o n t r i b ~ ~ t i n g  to t he  intr.oduction of 

t he  Continental Suntl:~y. The  proposition n7c tl1e11 lay  tlolvn in t l ~ i s  
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brief (liscussion is  tllis, tha t  in tile strrlgglc ~ 3 I ' ~ i ~ t l  011 \I!. C'hl ' i s t i3~ 
people fo r  the  m: l in t~nance  o f  a C11risti:ln S:lbLrnth ill the  civilizntiorl 
of this country the  St~ll(lily n e n s l ~ n p c r  is  the  greatest  ant1 ulost for- 
midable opponent.  Ant1 no\\. n h y  antl how? 

1. I t  r uns  a l~lo\v-share tllougil the  esser~t ia l  c l e m r ~ l t  of the  Sn1)- 

bath,  \riz., res t  f rom all  \vorldly e n ~ p l o ? - n ~ c ~ l t .  Got1 11lntlc the  d a l ~ b a t l ~  

for a res t  tlay, and to tnlte tha t  ant uC it. is to take  t l ~ r  corner-stollc 
from under t he  building. 

The  Srlntlay I1ewsl)al)er does take this rest  out 'of the day. It conl- 

pels labor on  the  Sabbath the  same a s  OII  any  otller day. I ts  h:lntla 

work,  i t s  machinery r1111s. i ts  men i ~ ~ l d  boys tlistribote t11;lt (lay ils on  
o ther  tlays. 11 does 1101 1ue11d i l ~ e  nlatter  to s a y  t l ~ a l  c:lclr rnll)loytlc 
gets a, (lay every \\,eel< to res t ,  it is not Snl)l,ath rest. I-Iorace Grccly 
said more  than 25 years ago, "Six daily 11apers n week call IK ~ ~ r e l ~ n r c c l  
in s ix  (lays, n. i t l lol~t infri l lging 011 the  \vorlrillg 111~11's Ia\\;flll day  O i  

rest ,  but seven (lays a \yeel< require scvc'll days '  \vorlt ant1 brenlt tlo\vu 
the  Sunday." I t  is confusion worse confourttletl to  brill,"" ill the  111c;l 
t h a t  the  kIo11day issue Ilrealts t he  Sabbath  more in i ts  p r c l ~ n r a t i o ~ ~  tllilll 
the  Sunday i s s ~ ~ e .  Th i s  tloes not  need to be t rue ,  n ~ t d  if it \ve~'c trll? 
i t  isn't ghost  of a n  apology fo r  a Sunday paller. l 'hc  Cincinnnti 

Gazette once said:  "To a llulldred tl~ousnlltl lWi11ters the  Slllltlay isslll? 
of the  newspaper maltes all tlays alike, wit11 110 serublance of rcsl." 

Ant1 if tlle largely increased a r m y  of pr in ters  could speak ou t  a t  th is  
nlornent, they mould say,  t ha t  is a s  t rue  to-day a s  i t  was  thrl l .  

Tllere is  no Sabbatl l  rest f o r  t!le \\?orlters 011 n SllIIday lle\VSlI:llIel'. 
2. These papers cut, tlirectly t l ~ r o u g h  all idea of tllc sacretlness of 

the  day. God says  "ICeep i t  holy." Tltesz pnper's p ~ ~ t  \\'o~.ldly in the 

place of religious reading. They  put  business. politics, s tory ,  news 

i tems, a n d  batt le scenes in the  place of the Bible a11d Sabl~at l l  t l ~ e ~ u e s .  
Tlley thrus t  the  secular into the  place of the sacretl; they tlrive ou t  
t he  sacred by nlealls of tlle nrorldly. 'They ha\'e impiously forced the i r  

way in  to claim Sabbath  t ime for tlleir secular reading ns  ce~ ' t a i~ l ly  a s  
fo r  religious reading. I n  th is  may they have  robbed t l ~ e  Sabbath  of 
its sacred time, they have nullifietl t he  illfluence of its sacred associn- 
tions, cut tile nerves of i ts  piety and  paralyzed the  sacred activities 
of t h e  day. They a r e  poisoning the  minds and hear ts  of thousands 
of boys wi th  business habits a ~ l t l  practices or1 the  Sal)batb, t h a t  ef- 
fectually lreep them ou t  of the  Sabbath-school, anray  from the  c h ~ ~ r c h  
a n d  lead them too often into loose and  ruined lives. 'Tlley lteep nlell. 

old and young, f rom the  services of t he  churcll, and they unflt ot1ler.s 
who go from get t ing  the  good of church worship. No greater  foe call 

the  church.  the Sabbath-school and  religious services have to-day than  
the  su;day nenrspaper. Anlong the  flimsy apologies put forth I I Y  
those who  Itnon7 t h a t  sucll papers a r c  wrong is, " tha t  they a re  111111- 
lished because Christ ian people wan t  tllen~." Th i s  al)ologgr is not  only 
flimsy, but a t  t he  first i t  \\,as unt rue .  These papers did very n~nc i l  
to create th is  wan t  1)efore i t  esisted. I<een-cyetl D I O ~ P Y - I O V ~ ~ ' ~  seein:: 

a lorn drift  in religious faith ant1 lo re  antl gotllp ~ ~ r a c t i c e .  decitletl tha t  



it \vould I J ~  a profiial~le venture to lauuch :I secular paper on the Sab- 
;)nth. I t  would give then1 one (1:ly.s more income in ;he weelc. They 
did i t ;  and f rom its very inception everything tliat could be donc has  
1~cer1 donc to witlen [lie dcuiand for it. 

A11 sorts of attractions have I1ee11 heltl 111): promises that  could 
Ilor I J ~  fillet1 any  orher tlay of the wecli; pletlgcs equal to the wildest 
:~dventul.es, to I J ~  renlizetl t l ~ n t  (lay alone a r e  l~r in te t l  a weelr ahead; 
Il:~ming atlvertiscments all tlo\vn through tlle \\.eel< are  spreatl before 
tlic people, of tvl~ar they e:tn s ~ e .  nlltl get, ant1 be, aud do. i i  they will 
orily rc:rtl the Suntlay issuc. Tlle following notice i s  printetl six timcs 
ill ]:IS[ S:~turtlay's issue of tlte same paper: 

S C S I I A Y  .roclts;\rA '. \v,\srlT9'  XUY'I'S. 

to-morrolv will orfcr one t l i o~~san t l  opporruniries for worli aud othcr  
I j ~ ~ s i n e s s  iuforniation that  is invalual~le  ant1 can ouly be fount1 ou Suu- 
(lay Journ :~ l  "llrant" Atlvi. pages. 

Who malies the demnntl lor  Suntlny n e \ ~ s p a l ) e r s ?  So ingeniously 
nntl esha~ls t ively  has  this "public demand" business been worlretl up 
IJS r hc  papers tl~emselves,  the t  they are  lion conipelling men lo lose 
a seventh par t  of thc world's news if they miss the  Suuday paper, a 

simple process of tlriving men into buying and reading tha t  i ss l~e .  
'fllc motive that  ol.igillated the impious scheme aud has  been running 
t h o u g h  i t  cver since is niouey, money, and nothing bnt  money. 

A tllirtl reason wlly the  Sunday nen7spaper is o n  the  same side 
wit11 .4narcl~ists in the  S a l ~ b a t h  tliscussiou is ibis,  i t  i s  a lam-brealrer 
to a scve~ifold degrce. 

1. I t  brealcs the Ianr of nature  Ilnder ~vliich m a n  was created. H i s  
original nature  hat1 a Sabbarll necessity in it. I-Ie was matle with ref- 
erence to the reqilirenients of a Sabbath day. Every Sunclay news- 
paper ~ 0 n i p e l s  the  violatioll of that  nature.  I t  is  a t  war  with man 's  
essen tin1 being. 

2 .  I t  violates the la\\7 that  God promulgated by his esample when 
lie fiuishcd the  tvorl; of creation. "God rested c n  the  seventh day 
:~ntl s:rnctiflcO it." The Sullday nclvspapel stautls square  against  God's 
c~s:~mplc  tll:lt \\,as given a s  a rule to all men \vhile tinie s l~ou ld  last. 

3. I t  violates thc  esprcssetl n'ritten law o i  llle Decalogue. "Six 
(lays shalt  thou labor and (lo all thy nrorlr, but tllc seventli (lay is the 
Sabbntll of the I.ord lliy God. In  it thou shal t  n o t  do any work." 
lligllt in tllc facc of  thesc words direct from the  fi~?ger of God a s  i t  
ll~nccd tllcul u1)oll tho  Stone. "Thou sli;llt not do ally \vorlc." T h e  Sunday 

nernsl)aper does lllc same morlc on t h a t  a s  on any  other day. The man 
t l ~ n t  liills his 11cig11l)or no more brealcs the sist l l  Commandment 
" ' C ~ I ~ I I  shalt  not l i i l l "  than the  sercn-day-n70rlier on any  Suntlay news- 
paper brcalrs the fourth c o ~ n n ~ a n d m e n t .  

4 .  I t  breaks the  Ian. of Christ. Th i s  needs n o  argument.  Only 
tlle \vilfully blilld will deny it. 

5. I t  breaks the  law of the  ;lpostles, who met on the  eighth day 
ior rest and holy n70rship. 

6. 11 brealis [llc ];in. o[ the cllurcll tllrullgh ;111 lltxr Ili~~ol!. alltl 

3s rile Ian. is  esprcssed slid proriinl_sntctl b?. the unlitctl ~I lurcI l  

of Christendom to-(lay. 'she Sttnday ne\vspaper is  nag i l l s  ;I t l~atl l .>~ 

\varfare agaiust  the tlenresr riglit a ~ i d  privilege :111(1 i l l s ~ i t ~ ~ t i o u  of tI i ( '  
Christian church on earth to-(la). 

;. ~t brenlcs the ]a\\! of the  state. Ulilcss ill a siniple i l ~ s r ; ~ l ~ r c  or  

two \vhere esccpt io~is  niny 11e made ill thc stntc statute,  i t  ~ r : ~ ~ n p l c s  
~lnt ler foot  the law oi  more thnn forty stales o i  this ullion. Can inly 

Anarchist brealr more Ia\v tllilli tllc Sunday nc\vsl)al)cr? 
four th  in(lictnleltl against  thc  Sllnday nc\Vsp:ll)er is thnl 11;lvin~ 

reclclpssly brolcen the  ln\v of Gotl's Sal~bat l l ,  i t  consistenlly StnIltls by 
o t l~ey  Sabl)atll breal;ers, a~lcl favors  Suntlay mails, Su l~dny  trains alltl 
Sunday an~llsemellts.  Havillg brolren onc law, i t  l ~ g i c a l l ) ~  brealrs nn- 
other.  I t  trains n boy to brealr the  la\\' of lhc  Sabbath,  11y buying :l11tl 
selling secular papers on  tha t  clay, i~nt l  thc boy naturally goes on : I I I ~  

brenlrs another  Innr, i t  may be steals his neighbor's ~ ~ a t c h ,  or  another  
stel) st i l l ,  aud Ile comnlits murder. Encll act is  ouly a l i ~ ~ l c  in  tllc 

chain 1111til i t  slio-ivs that  the Suntlay nen.sl):l])er stanrls nt  l h c  begin- 
n ing of  an  eildless chain of I:lw brealring. 'The logic of law b r c a l ; i ~ ~ g  
i s  unlimited lan,lessness, and every seven tlay journal \\.llate\'W i ts  
character of necessity throxx-s the weight of i ts  csamplc  on thc side 
of lan~lessness.  

S~lppose,  for  example, t ha t  all the  b ~ ~ s i n e s s  enterprises of lllis city 
or th is  s ta te  slloul(1 resolre on  n e s t  Lord's Day to lieel) oil \villi busi- 
I!ess. The  fal.luer (lrives l ~ i s  plo\v, tile m3nLIiactLIrf~ his nlacllincr!, 
the  I)anlr, t he  n~e rchan t ,  the  lawyer and the  mechallic, all  Iceep stcntlilg 
on  wi tho~ i t  any Sabbath,  the  Snndny ncnrspaper coultl s ay  nothing. 
I t  could make no protest. On the  other  hand i t  must fall i n  ~ v i t h  Illis 

wide-spread rebellion against  the  law for i t  is  doing llic salnc Lllillfi. 
If i t  says  anything, it mnst say to all  these enterprises, go right 011, 
i t  i s  just t he  r ight  th ing to do. T h e  Sunday newspaper has  ~ u t  i t-  

self i n  the  position, that  if the  busi~less  mcn of thc country shoulti 
contimle to blot ou t  the  Sabbath,  and malie all days alilre it could not 
sny a nrord, it must  joiu the conspiracy. I t  has  joilled i l  alrcady, alld 
is  saying in  advance to everybody else, come and let  us 1)lOt ou t  tile 
Snbllath day. 'Are g ran t  that  thc Lortl made tllc tlay, and Lh:it I-Ic 
made i t  for man.  Bu t  a s  he  did not  seem to lrnom the  neeils o i  such 
times as these, and such g rea t  cities a s  these, altcl thc pressure of 
such circr~mstauces a s  n7e nre under  nre are  con~pelled to take issue 
wit11 Him,  and say t h a t  six days  a re  not enougll to worlc and makc 
money; we mus t  have the full seven. idoltey is of too much import-  

ance  to allon, a day in the  ureelr to 11e taken from i t s  accumulation. 
God has  g i ren  u s  six days to incrcase ou r  wealth,  but nre hnve dcter- 
mined to take  the sevcnth day to add yet n little more  to it. 

This  talriug from God the forbidden ~le \~ent l i  portion o l  time by 
the  Sllnday newspaper, is  no t  only unspealcably wiclretl a s  an act of 
rol~l)ery,  but it is  immcasural)le ingrati tude towards C;otl for his very 



grcat liindlless in givinq us six (lays for our own eml~loyment .  reserv- 
ing I~rlt O I I ~  for l ~ i n ~ s e l f  ant1 his service. 

n u t  fillally a s  a sort  of "quietus" to the conscience, this yet more 
flimsy apology is made by weali. nerveless, I)ackboneless friends of the  
S:il)l~ath. "'fhe Suntlay newspaper has  come to stay.'' KO use of op -  
posing it. I Iinonr that  it isn't r ight,  1)ut it has  come to stay.  Suc11 
conrartlice upon thc part of tile friends of the Sabbath IS one of the 
greatest  obstacles in t l ~ e  way of removing this or  any  other form of 
Si~l)l)ath t lesecra t io~~.  I dare  to assert t h a t  it has  not come to stay. 
I a m  oltl enough to h a r e  heard such all argument with reference to 
t \ ~ l l e r i c a ~ ~  s l ; ~ v e ~ . j :  "It 11ns come to stay." Yet ~ t s  s t i n l i i ~ ~ g  carcass 
II:IS I~ecn r o t t i ~ ~ g  111 the  grave of oblivion for almost forty years. Tor1 
hear the  same t11i11g snit1 to-day about the saloon. "It 11as come to ' 
stay." No opposition to it can do a n y  good. "It  has  come to stay." 
It is  just such sicltly ol)positiou by nlen who ought to oppose the saloon 
that  has  given to i t  i ts  s taying c l~aracter .  The saloon is going co 
the same oblivion to nll~ich slavery W E I I ~  antl a s  certain a s  slavery (lid. 
.And the  Sunday 1)al)er will go after both of them, when Christian men 
nut1 women w\.alie up antl come to see wha t  thei r  religion means, aild 
feel what  thei r  cluty to Got1 demal~ds  antl ~v l l a t  the Sabbath day is  
\vortll t o  them and thei r  cllildren, then the  Sunday newspaper will 
go. W l ~ e n  good religious 1)eople u7ill come up to talre the  firm s tand 
the l i l l~ i t  of i t s  s taying character will be reached. 

I s  the 1101~1 mntie tha t  t ha t  is a b ~ y c o t t ?  Not so,  ic is  no such 
thing. I t  i s  s e l f - t l e f e ~ ~ s ~ ,  a l ~ d  only that.  T l ~ c s e  pal)crs 11ave inmdetl  yollr 
I~omes,  and  yo11 have t11c r ight  to drive t l ~ e n ~  out  m~cl lieel) them out. 
Le t  all  C l~ r i s t i ens  Innlie a Vow tha t  they \\.ill not  t ake  a Sunday news- 
papor, will not buy  aucl rcacl one, nrill not  a l l o ~ v  one to coIne into their  
I ~ o ~ ~ s e s ,  1101 advertise in  one, and if t l ~ e  \\.orst conles to t l ~ e   ors st, will 
not read o r  I)uy tlio weelr day issue 0 2  a paper t!mt publishes on the  holy 
Sabbsth.  All tha t  this co~ltesc against  seven-day jo~wnal ism \\rill need is 
a flrm tletermiuatiou OII  the part  of Christian people to (lo what  in 
t l ~ c i r  I ~ e a r t s  t l ~ c y  Iinow they o u g l ~ t  to (lo. what  they have vowcd to 
God to  (lo, to r ememl~er  and Iceep the  Sabbatli holy, and what  they 
will bo ~ v i l l i ~ ~ g  ill t l ~ c  cud to nnsnrer to God they 11ave clone. And shor t  
o f  tlt:lt. >.cs ; I I I  that ,  is r~nwortl ly t l ~ e  nlan n.110 grete!~ds to I)e a Chris- 
tia11. 

OUR DANGER FROM SEVEN-DAY JOURNALISM. 

EY DR. MARTIN D. KNEELAND. 

The ddnger is f rom several sides: Fi rs t ,  from LIIG s o c i n l l ~  de- 
generating toile and character of the l i tera t~we,  which s u c l ~  jo~u ' l~al ism 
r e p r e s e ~ ~ t s .  While there are e s c e l ~ t i o ~ l s ,  or  seeming csceptions, ~11c 
grade of such journalism is inferior to the  grade of thc o rd i~ ln ry  tloily 
paper. I t s  gaudy, overgorged pages appeal t o  the lower side of 11~u11an 
nature.  I t  caters t o  the  animal and the  materialistic. I t s  sensatio11~~1- 

ism is  intense ancl rabid: i t s  atmosphere always secularizing, enlas- 
culating, '  s ~ i r i t u a l l y - b e n ~ ~ m b i n g  and oftell d e m o r a l i z i ~ ~ g  ancl brutal-  . 
iaing. Such literature, put  into the  hands  of the  young, creates false 
impressions ancl wrong ideals, and tends  to destroy good citizenshil). 

Second. The  danger i s  along the  line of seven-day labor,  which is 
opposed both to  the  comman(1 of God and to t l ~ e  demand for rest  nut1 
\\lorship in human  nature.  I f  there were  no Sun(la17 edition, lllost o f  
the Sunday morlr 011 our great  dailies could easily be avoided. I-Iorace 

Greeley found i t  so  i n  h is  day, and other  editors declare the  same to- 
clay. If there mere n o  Sunday edition, paper trains coulcl be s tog~ec l ,  
and with each one fifty and more  morlring people, who a re  obliged to  
labor on t l ~ e  Lord's day could find physical ancl spiri tual resl. If 
there  mere no Sunday edition, some 200,000 newsboys, i n  the  United 
Sta tes  could be freed f rom the  insidious poison of Sunday-trafRc, ~ v h i c l ~  
i s  debasing and debauching th i s  great  army of coming cilizens. I f  

there  were  no Suuclay edition, thousands ancl t l ~ o ~ ~ s a n d s  of s tores  and 
shops, \vhich a re  now engaged in t rade  on t l ~ e  Lord's (lay, under thc  
guise of th is  work of so-called necessity, could be closed, and every 
citizen in  every city and town, not excepting the  dealers t l~emsclves,  
would be better for it. 

Third.  I t s  danger i s  in the  direction of a n a r c l ~ y  and the  consequent 
destruction of ou r  national liberties. I n  most of our  states,  i t  i s  sold 
aucl circulated in direct and open defiance of state-laws. T h e  boys 
crying, " S ~ ~ n d a y  paper!" o n  the  streets,  to the  annoyance and disturb- 
ance of t h e  family and t h e  church-the men and momen eugaged in 
th i s  pioneer effort of greed to brealc clown wise and helpful laws- 
yes, may  we not say, t ha t  t o  the  extent of particeps criminis,  a t  least ,  
t he  men and women n.110 inser t  t he i r  Sunday advertisements and  I)uy 
the  Sunday papers, ~ v l ~ e t h e r  yellow, black or  \vhite, all these a re  aid- 
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