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IJietorical ~ e s t t m o n ~ .  All these'  
witnesses agree in the following ; 
facts. When our synod m e t  in 
Philadelphia, Aug.  &th, 1833; i t  
was under trying c i rcunls t~nces .  
A N e w  Light party had. for sev-  
eral years kept up a determined 
agitation to s i l ~ n c e  our testiolony 

Godless p3litics. So de-  2 g.@i.Q% 
jiantl'g;'. id they aseail this vital 
teetimony which we had sworn 
LO maintain, that  a previous Syn-  
ad had to suspend seven of these 
ministers. I t  was in the church of 
one of Lhe sudpended ministers 
that the Synod nfas a.ppointed to 
meet The c:erk was in s t rong  
sympathy wibh these'liberals and 
refused to give u p  t;he records. 
The city policg had also been en-  
gaged GO dalend them in setting 
at defiance .all Presbytarian or-  
der  lqnd discipline. \?e,,were in 
? 1arg.e ma.jority of. thirty-six 
against their twenty-two; and  
seven 'o f  their ministers and  
three of ,their elders were under 
uusperlsion. W.hy then did the 
.msjority withdraw and conetitute 
the S i n o d  in another ohurch? 
This was a n  absolute necessity 
to avqid an  inevitable and  dis-  
graceful collision with the police. 
, I t  ,was in obedienoe also to 
Paul 's oounsil to withdraw from 
every brother that  wnlketh die- 
orderly. I n  a New York cnngre- 
galion where these New Lights 
were in the majority, Lhey had 
exoommunicated two elders and 
a hundred and twenty members 
without a eemblance of a trial. 
And what  for? Simply for re-  
[using to hear  one of their sus-  
pended ministers. A number ~f 
iheir miniptars h t ~ d  traveled on 
Sabbath post-haste to force a 
pastor- on a congregation by the 
a ido f  the city police. What  
could we expect .to gain by  meet- 
ing with suoh ecclesiastical a n -  
'archists? We quietly and  or-  
derly withdrew to the Cherry 

was co!lstituted and  went on-with 
its rfigulnr bueinese. 

Dare any one rsiee the ques-  
tion ss to whioh party comp~*ised 
the Covenanter Synod? We did 
not secede from the Kew  light^, 
because their  Synod was no1 con 
slituted when we left them. W e  
did not secede from  he Covonnn - 
ter Synod,  because vie were in y, 
large majarity. We did not s e -  
oade from the doctrines of the 
Covenater church, becnuse we. 
still hold to the same doctrine 
and terms of cornmunion, \vhich 
were Formulated in 1806. We 
claim they are  the secessionisls 
arld have n o  riglmt to assume the 
name Covenanter, lor they hnve 
never Covenanted in Xulerioa. 
Our. Synod covennnted in Pitts- 
burgh in 1571, s f ~ e r  the example. 
of our covenanted ancestore. 
They abandoned our  terme of 
oommunion after 1833, by strik- 
ing  out  of them the testimony. 
aca ins t  immoral oonetitutions of' 
civil government nnli other vital 
features. They have been ever  
sinoe in  sworn league with o u r  
government in ite rebollion 
againet Christ. They no longer 
acoepted the whole dootrine of 
Westolinieter Standards.  They 
omit from their testimony any  
reference to such great  evils a r  
Intemperance, Secret Societiw, 
or even American Slavery while 
tha t  evil lasted. We only men- 
tion these sad defects to show the 
fearful consequences when Cov- 
enanters tiballdon their leslimony. 
After their secession i n  1833 they 
soon begen to dec!ine. Not only 
their miniete~~s,  but whole con - 
gregations and  presbyteries de-  
eerted them and went into other 
denominations. Since eurren- 
dering their testimony they have 
a o  distinctive Lruth for which to 
s tand ,  and  this accounts for their 
msrveloue declension. They now 
number ecarcely more than a 
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dozen settled pastors, while we 
have over a hundred congrega-  
tions and nearsly a hundred and  
fifty ministers. W e  have flour- 
ishing foreign missions in Syria ,  
Cyprus and China, and  in this 
land successful Freedmen, Ind-  
ian and Jewish missions. 

How deep seated must  be the 
p~bejudice that  inspires the  caul- 
te rv~l le  Republican to charge us 
wi th  disloy atty, and being enem- 
ies of our country, in a corumun- 
ity where no detlominatiorl fur-  
nished as  many volunteers to 
put down the Rebellion. T I  is 
on recold that  Lhe congregation 
to which I have Lhe honor to min 
ister sen t  more eo1diel.s to the 
front  i n  the Civil war  than a n y  
otlier in the counly, t h e  pastor, 
Rev.  A .  C.  Todd went a s  captain 
of a compiLny largely composed 
of hie own members. No denom 
ination in ratio to its numbers 
l u r n i ~ h e d  a s  many defenders of 
t.he union, and  i t  is about  the 
only one tha t  never had  s. soldier 
in the Rebe) army. President 
Linooln and  Seoretary Stanton 
knew the loyal and  religious 
convielions of Covenantere, and  
they were not required to swear 
to the Constitution. W e  have  
always stood on the battle l ine 
in  every confliot for civil and  
religious liberty. In the war of 
1812 with  England,  our Synod 
hastened to decla1.e its loyalty l o  
the government,  but specified 
that  it  would not permit its metn- 
bere to swear to the Constitution. 
I t  cost the nation a million graves  
and three billion dollars to s t r ike 
African slavery out  of the  Co n- 
etitution. We have reason to 
fear that i t  will cost a much high- 
er price to blot out its infidelity, 
In  it5 preamble i t  virtually dis- 
places Christ  from the head of 
his own moral system by lodging 
all authority in the people. By 
declarinq itself the supreme law 
of the  land, i t  rejects the law of 

God by substitutirlg another s u -  
prema standard. This  is an  aw 
ful  and public violation of t h e  
command, "Thc~u shal t  have no 
other Gods before me". Thus  it 
ne t  only rejects the word of God 
but contains plnovisions that rial- 
ly contradict it. God saps, "He 
Lhat rulath over men must be 
just, ruling in the fear of God". 
Bu l  the  Conslitulio~l forbids any  
religious tasl, and  contaitls no  
mora: cjualification for civil ru1el.s 
God says,  . 'Thou shalt  fear lhe 
Lord anu ewear by his nume 
"He t h ~ t  sweitroth In tho earth 
 hall swear. by the God of truth." 
T h e  Cons l i t~~ t~ ion  prescribes no 
oath but only tt form Cro~n which 
t he  name 01 God is  excluded. 

In  the prcram1)le Lhe ConsLitu- 
tion arrogates to itsell Divine 
lunctions which is tt dangerous 
th ing  for mortal man to do. l i  
declares its purpose to be, "LO 

form a more perfect union, estob 
lish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility,  provide for the corn- 
mon defense, prarnots the gener- 
sl welfare and  seoure the bless- 
ings of libel-ty" Who does no1 
know tha t  i t  ie the prerogallva 
of God alone to secure these 
blessings. Will our  nation like 
the proud king, exal t  our  thrwne 
above the s ta rs  and  say,  "13 not 
thia grea t  Babj  Ion Lhat I have  
built?" When king IIerod saL 
upon his throne and  mado his 
famous oration, and  the per~ple 
gave  a shout  say ing ,  it is the 
vuice of a god and no1 01 
a man, immediately the nngal 
of the L ) r d  smote him be- 
cause he ~ ~ L V F I  not God the glory, 
and  h e  was eaten by worms, a a d  
gave  up the Ghost. Ha WBR scrick 
en,not for pel-secuting the c l ~ u r c h ,  
imprisoning Peter ,  or putlir!g 
James  to dea lh ,  b u t  for perqmlrt- 
iilg hi8 Wor.13 tu  be ncclaimod .is 
the w o ~ ~ d  (16 God.  But Her.06 '~ 
sin is not to be compared wj;h 
tha t  o l  the  American people, w h o  



tution"and arrogate to themselv$s de s  in getting a point without it. 
Divine authority a n d *  preroga- All the men who have left R 
tives. Ingersoll once said, .'Oiii. mark in rhe elevation of their 9 
forefathers in  1788 retired Go'd times, have   bee^ compelled to 'r 
from polities, a n d  we mean tb join the  pilgrim hust which ie 
keep, him retired". In  1866 o o n s t ~ n t l y  passing through the 
Horace Greeley eaid in his New city gates  and  t a k i n g  up its -.. 
York Tribune, "Almighty God eland by the cross 011 which Je-  
is not the  eouroe of bll power sus  died. 1,ooking baok on tha t  

l 

and  authority in our government,  memorable spot, we see the \\lay 
T h e  people of the United Statelj thronged with apostles, martyrs,  ,+ 
a re  euoh souroe. The  proposed refor.mers and  prophets of every 
reoognition of God in the Connti- age," It  remains with us to s ay  
tution involves a more funda! whether we will  fall in with thie 
mental and  sweeping change than pilgrim host a r ~ d  go  forth with- 
our father's separation from out  the camp bearing the re- 
Great  Britain". proltoh of Chrlet, than p.0 into, the 

0 fellow Chr i~ t i an !  before you camp of his enemies. There  a r e  
cast  your next ballot, will you many who argue  that the wisest 
not  seriously consider what ik policy 1s to camp with ttie enemy 
involves? NO suoh irqn olad and  try to elevate their mornls. ---: 
terms of oomrnunion a r e  r e ~ u i r e d  B u t  if we do so w e  must ohmp 
by any churoh, a s  our  govern-  there alone, for our  Lord has  a l -  
ment requires of you before you ready gone. Huw oan we ex- 
can  have  the privilege of its com peot to find a hume where he is 
munion at t he  ballot box. Y o u *  expelled? How oan we be wel- 
must swear  a solemn oath to the  . comed where our Master was 
Conetitution, in the person of the ' cash out  to the fate of t he  lowest 
President and  every .. offioial .. criminals? Besides, en t e r i~ lg  
whom you vote to elect: A n d .  the oamp of Chriatless politioe 
what  a r e  the  terms of the Consti- will soon d rag  us down hy its 
tution to whioh you must s w e a r .  evil influenoe. Instead of our 
euprerne allegiance? They a r e  \, leveling i t  ul),  it will level us  i 

the  substitution of human for down A lady with defective 
Divine authori ty;  the rejection vieion consulted a noted ocouliet 
of the l o r d  Jesus; the assump- who said, "your eye8 a1.e all 
lion of Divine prerogatives by r i p t ~ t :  the diHiculty is In your  
the government; the rejeotion of constitution. S h e  beaan consti? 
:he Word of God, and of a n y  ' tutional treatment and  soon her 
noral qualification for civil rul-  s ight  was improved. R ~ ~ e t h r e n ,  
,re. IB not suoh a n  oath virtual- why ie ib that  in  spite of all the  
y to lift up your  hand and swear voting by  Christian people, our  

I 

layina, "At this balloc box, O ' politics ttre growing more and  
:od, I reject thy Divine authori- more corrupt,  and crime and sv- 
y. Here, 0 Christ, I must  par t  ,cry form of evil ie on the ic- 
ompany with thee. I here re-  oreaee. It is  became  our  ntition- 

I 

3 0 t  thy  blessed Word a s  the a1 diseuse ia oonstitutional. Jesus  
tandard of my conduot. I here 'said "Without m e  ye  can do 
irest the acepter of dominion nothing." No permanent re- 
b m  th.y hand a n d  give i t  to 'form can be effected by the bal- 

4 
We the people." lot while our  Constitution re-  , 

Well has  F. B. Msyer  said, lmains Christieea. 


