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TO MY READERS

Possibly never before during the thirty years of its publication has

L

the Christian Nation needed your services so much as now. You must
have noticed the great mortality among religious papers during the recent
The

chief reason for this is apparent, namely, that when the leaders in a

past, including some of the oldest and best known in America.

denomination begin to advocate broad gauge church union, the need for a

denominational paper rapidly disappears, soon there is nothing left in the

hearts or convictions of its readers to appeal to for its support, and it dies.
Now I

Church’s very cxistence would be imperiled by the flood of liberalism and

verily believe that, humanly speaking, the Covenanter

the increasing tide of worked up sentiment for church union, if it were not
for the educational work of her denominational paper, the Christian
Nation, especially as to Dissent, Purity of Worship, Oathbound Secrecy,
Personal Loyalty to Christ, a Clean Life, and holding ourselves firmly
bound by our Covenant.

May I suggest, therefore, how vital it is that the reading.of the
Christian Nation be made as convcnicnt as possible for every Covenanter
communicant and baptized member, as well as adherent. I do hope and
pray you will make the subscription list in your congregation for 1914 even
larger than at present.

Faithfully your friend,

JOHN W. PRITCHARD.

bath Lesson for Jan. 25, .1914. Young People’s Topic fur Jan. 25, 1914, Prayer Meeting Topic for Jan. 28, 1914,
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amongst us as entire strangers, but
they very soon had the confi-
dence and love of all.

As might be expected under the
leadership of such a minister, the
work grew both numerically and fin-
ancially. It was with profound regret
we learned that owing to circum-
stances, Rev, Allen could not remain
any longer with us. He is a preacher
who declares the whole counsel of God,
whether men will hear or whether
they will forebear; a Covenanter who
not only holds the distinctive prin-
ciples of the Church, but one who
holds them forth; a worker who is
instant in season and out of season;
and in Mrs. Allen he has a worthy
helpmate in all good work. We pray
that they may be greatly blessed in
whatever part of the Church they are
called to labor.

On Sabbath, the 30th of November,
we had Rev. Dr. C. D. Trumbull with
us, We were all delighted to have
him and to hear him preach, al-
though he has passed the three score
and ten, yet it may be said of him
as of Moses, his eye is not dim, nor
his natural force abated. We trust
we shall have an opportunity of hear-
ing him agalin, )

Although we had no preaching for
the past two’ Sabbaths, the attend-
ance at worship is remarkably good.
On Sabbath, December 14th, we had
the largest attendance at the Bible
class since it was organized. We are
earnestly looking forward to, and
praying for, some minister to take
up the work here.

The weather is quite warm, we
have had no snow yet, and very little

l‘rost.
’ COULTERVILLE, ILL,

We have been enjoying rich feasts
in the line of preaching during the
summer and autumn. First Rev. H.
G. Foster, the genial pastor of Sparta
Congregation, favored us with some
excellent sermons, such as the }os-
ter brothers are wont to preach; next
Rev. Thos. Patton gave us two ex-
cellent discourses, and he was fol.
lowed by Rev. R. W. Piper, who cap-
tivated his large audience by his elo-
quent and forcible presentation of the
gospel message, and Rev. W. C. Mc-
Clurkin, at some personal sacrifice,
came and gave us a rich spiritual ser-
mon while supplying Oakdale con-
gregation. Then we enjoyed the min-
istration of the (now) Rev., J. B.
Tweed, who proved himself a work-
man who needeth not to be ashamed,
for his preaching was in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and with power, and
We congratulate the Brethren of the
First Feaver Falls ‘Congregation in
acjuiring such an able pastor.

Our local Covenaneer Young Peo-
rle’'s Unfon has elected the following
officers to serve the first six months
°f 1914: Walter Scott Warnock,
President; Everett Edgar, Vice-Presi-
dent; Mary E. McKelvey, Recording
Secretary; Rev.W. C. McClurkin, Cor-
responding Secretary; Walter Wisely,
Treasurer,

At the earnest request of our con-
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gregation, Rev. W. (. McClurkin
came and preached for us in Novem-
ber and conducted communion ser-
vices on the fourth Sabbath. Mr. Mc-
Clurkin conducted special services on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
nights, besides our regular preparatict,
services on Friday and Saturday. Ev-
ery member (except two who were
out of town) was in attendance and
communed on Sabbath. On Monday,
at the close of public worship, Rev.
Foster of Sparta moderated in a call
for Pastor and on the first ballot, Rev.
McClurkin received every vote cast
but one, and on the announcement
of the moderator declaring Mr. Mec-
Clurkin duly elected, the call was at
once made unanimous, and will be
presented at the next meeting of
Presbytery. Mr. McClurkin is at pres-

" ent supplying us in a very acceptable

way and it is our earnest hope and
prayer, that he will aecide to stay
and shepherd us. .

Rev, McClurkin has a slogan, “You
get the girl, I'll do the rest.” On Wed-
nesday evening, December 17th, at
6 p. m., Mr. Melville Woodside
brought the girl and the preacher said
the words which united Melville
Woodside and Miss Irene Rury in
marriage. Mr. Woodside is one of
our young deacons, a popular young
man, and Miss Rury is a charming
young lady, who, although compar-
atively a stranger in this vicinity, is
fast winning the esteem of our peo-
Dle,

We have adopted the Blair System,
made by the Duplex Envelope Co. of
Richmond, Pa., and tie great major-
ity of our members have resolved to
give according to the Lord's plan. We
hope to largely increase our conuibu-
tions from this time forward.

We are sorry to record the death of
Rev. M. A. Gault, of Oakdale. Indeed
our people feel that we have lost a
warm personal friend. We had all
learned to esteem him very highly in
love, not only for his works’ sake,
but for the many excellences of char-
acter which endeared him to us—but
he had also placed us under many
obligations to him for services rend-
ered at different times.

On Sabbath night, December 20th,
the home of Jas. Moore, one of our
elders, was destroyed by fire. Most
of the housenhold effects were saved.
Yet it is very unfortunate to be with-
out a home at this time of the year.

Coulterville is 47 miles from St.
Louis, Mo., 1 hour’s ride, trains every
2 haours. Inter-urban line under con-
struction. A good farming commun-
ity, a producer for a million and a
half population within a radius of 50
miles of St. Louis. Two rich veins
of coal accessible, said by experts to
be good for steaming purposes. Good
cpening for a Covenanter osteoyath
and for a Covenanter dentist.

When renewing your subscription
to the Christian Nation, add $1.35
for a copy of “The Covenanter Pas.
tor,” by the late Dr. R. J, George.
It will be mailed, postage prepaid, the
day your order is received,

IN MEMORIAM.

“These all died in fuith * * they were
strangers and pilgr.ms on the Earth * "* but
now they desire a better country, that is, an
heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God; for He has prepared for
them a city.”

Rev. Matthew Augustine Gauit.

Rev, Matthew Augustine Gault was
born in Colera}ne, Ireland, May 2,
1845, and died December 18, 1913, at
Oakdale, Ill. His parents were Cov-
enanters, and dedicated their son to
God in baptism. Two years later they
moved to Monroe Co., N. Y., and five
Years subsequent to this located in
Waukesha, Wis. Here he made a
profession of his Covenant faith in
‘Christ, and prepared for His servi:e
under the ministry of Rev. Robt. John-
son. He graduated from Monmouth
College, under the Presidency of Rev,
Dr. Wallace, a man so dear to the
hundreds of students whom he stimu-.
lated and inspired to noble endeavcr.
He married Miss Maggie P. Turner,
of Waukesha, Sept. 17, 1871, and they
lived ia Allegheny, while he studied
theology in the R. P. Seminary, the
following four years. He was licens-
ed by Pittsburgh Presbytery, and or-
dained and installed pastor of Lind
Grove Congregation, by Iowa Pres-
bytery, May 20, 1875. Resigning this
ckarge in 1877, he was installed pas-
tor of Blanchard Congregation in 1880,
Resigning this congregation in 1882,
he became District Secretary to the
National Reform Association. This
he held until 1891, when he resizned
and became pastor of the Blooming-
ton congregation. In 1893 he demitted
this charge to take up the Anti-secret
lodge work, as Editor of the Chris-
tian Cynosure, in the National Chris-
tian Association headquarters in Chi-
cago. After a period of service here,
he returned to the Covenanter pas-
torate and  was installed over the
Wahoo, Neb., congregation. In 1906
he demitted this charge, and was call-
ed to the Oakdale (Ill.) church. Here
he labored with marked efficiency un-
til last April, when ill-health made it
necessary for him to cease carrying
such a heavy load. “He rests from
his labors and his works do follow
im.” His “labors,” which ill-health
and a heavy heart made exhausting
and painful and difficult, are ended.
His “works,” which were the glad
welling up of a heart full of love for
the Master, and which expressed his
supreme love for God and his over-
flowing love for men, follow him.
With the holy angels and redeemed

saints he serves God day and night -

in His temple.—Rev. J. F. Foster.

If, in replying to advertisements
which you read in this paper, you
will mention the Christian Nation,
you will oblige the advertiser, and
identify yourself in his eYes as a
customer worthy of that special at-
tention and consideration which the
readers of religious papers always
receive. And as this paper depends
very Iargely upon advertising re-
ceipts for its upkeep, you will thus
also assist us in retaining the pa-
tronage of our advertisers,
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TARBEILL’S
Teacher’s Guide For 1914

BY MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D.

HE New Volume fairly overflows with

its abundance of “good things” for

1914 —three new features in addition to
its usuai helps, suggestions, notes, illus-
trations and sidelights; everything in fact
required by the modern Sabbath-School
teacher to make the International Lessons
interesting to all ages.

THE GIST OF THE LESSON
By R. A. TORREY
“Fits the Vest Pocket’’

Not merely a book of
‘‘notes,” but packed with
seed thoughts for study
and meditation. To be
carried in one’s pocket,
utilizing spare moments
any where, everywhere.
Leatherette,

Net, 25c Postpaid

A Groat Half Dollar's Worth  Substaatisl Cith Binding
THE PRACTICAL COMMENTARY

On the International S.S. Lessons
Edited by Speclalists in .
the Various Departments

Four pages to each lesson giving Com-
ments, Blackboard Hints, Applications;
with its Maps, Bible Dictionary, Hints
to Teachers, Practical Survey, Questions,
etc., this popular handbook is valuable to
teacher ana scholar alike.

50c net (post. 10c.)

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY

NEW YORK: 158 Fifth Avenue
CHICAGO: 125 No. Wabash Avenue

PLAZA HOTEL

North Av. and North Cark St.
— CHICAGO —

When In Chicago, Stop at The Plasa

A quiet and refined hotel, overlooking
Lincoln Park and Lake Michigan.

6oo rooms wijth private bath, newly
furnished.

A room with a bath, for a dollar and
a half up. Weekly, $9.00 ard up.

Two-room suites, $2.50and up. Week-
Iy, $15 to $28.

High-class cafe.
Moderate prices.

12 minutes to business and shopping
centre.

WRITE FOR BOOKLET,

Club breakfast,

Care and discrimination are exer.
cised in managing the advertising de-
partment of the Cheistian Nation, and
we must be first convinced that an
advertiser is worthy of confidence
and patronage before his order is ac-
cepted. We cannot agree to become
guarantor, nor to adjust petty misun-
derstandings, but for a subscriber
whose account is kept paid up we will
gladly render any reasonable service
in his dealings with advertisers in
this paper.. Since the spring of 1911,
investment advertisements of every
kind have been debarred.
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