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CALVINISTIC MAGAZINE.

¢Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the sgints:” '

No. L. JANUARY) 1837, Voi L
' AN INEFFECTUAL STRUGGLE. . :
. _'There was a young professor of religion in the Presbyterian
Church, .who felt very frequenttllly‘a rising repugnance to the doc-
~ trines generally denominated Colvinistic. ~The secret workings of
his heart, unknown to himself, (if they had been plainly translated)
ran nearly thus: «It.were a pity those doctrines should be true;
it is in short out of the question. I hope God will act more in
accordance with my ideas of propriety. I must, if possible, find
some passage of Scripture to oversef them,” &c. But to all the
- texts he could produce, proclaiming the general - offer, the unlim-
ited efficacy of the Saviour’s death—his having no pleasure in the
‘death of the sinner, &c. &c. he received from his brethren onc
short and simple reply: ¢“God offers salvation freely to all, through
a Redeemer’s blood—all as freely and with one accord reject it.
Shall he let them all take their own road to death? or save all?,
We see he does neither, but makes as many willing in the day of
his power as he chooses.” And no matter what the number or
variety of passages he cited, this answer (or the substance of it ..
better expressed) was always ready, and seémed to fit the whole
of them. His next underta{(ing was to try and have those passa-
ges which scemed to declare God’s eternal purposes, explained so
as to %et them, if possible, out of his way. He was intimate with
several pious and worthy men who did not believe the views of his
church on those points, but thought them false and hurtful. To
them, then, he would go with such a passage from the Bible as the
following: ¢‘And they that dwell upon the earth shall wonier
(whose names were not written in the book of life from the founlz-
tion of the world.)” Rev. avii. 8. He would receive an explana-
tion which weuld satisfy him for the time; but when he next
opened his Bible, he would perhaps, stumble upon, Jefs zsii: 48.
“And as many es were ordained to elernal lgﬂ};, believed.”  Here
he would find that the former explanation would not fit this—for
to sz:f' they were ordained to ‘eternal life before they believed,
would be election; and to say they were ordained affer they be-
lieved, would prove the final perseverance—and yet it would ap-
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T GT might. #1568 fortos by sway of commentary, and with indefati-
able zegl, paint-with a t{lin colouring the whole of .the Sacred

Jracles—¢‘but in the glare of the Jjudgment day, it would all vanish
like smoke.” P Lo : : NEL§ON‘.

THE CHARACTER AND SATETY OF THE SAINTS.
| A SEBMION.
BY JAMES GALLAHER.

Ton~ x. 27, 28, 29.—My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
' and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck ihem out of

my hand. My Fathér, which gave them me, is greater then

all; and none us able-to pluck them out of my Fuilier’s hand..

Ix this chapter, the Saviour styles the saints his sheep, and him-

- self the shepherd. -Such imagery frequently occurs in the sacred
writings. David says, ¢“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.»
And again, ‘“we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.”” -
. 'The text contains, o ) -

L. The character. _

. I The safety of the children of God. ‘ R
" I Their character is thus given. ‘My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me.”” Hearing the voice of
Christ, implies a belief of what he declares, and a pesformance
of what he commands.  He said to the Jews, ‘He that is of God,
heareth God’s words; ye therefore icar them not, because ye are
not of ‘God.” Many who appear conscious of their obligation to
do what God commands, appear not to realize- that their obliga-
tion is equally strong to believe what he declares. The Bib e,
however, assures us that unbelief is as offensive in the sight of
God as any other kind of disobedience.: He that refuses to do
what God commands, practically denies the justice and authority .
of God. He that refuses to believe what God declares, practi-
cally denies that tliere is truth in Jehovah, or that reliance can be
placed in his statements. Awful are the denunciations of Christ
against him that believeth not the testimony of God. He offers
the highest insult to the God. of truth. John avers, “‘He that be.
lieveth .not God, hath made him- a lar.” Now the disciples of
Christ “hear his voice.” They believe what he has testified con-- ,
cerning the character and purposes of God; the character and con-

* dition of man; the claims of the divine law; His own character as
Mediator, and. the whole system of gospel truth. . - Moreover,
theirs is a faith which works by love, ¢‘teaching them ‘that, deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lysts, they should live soberly, right-
-eously, and godly, in this present w.m'{ o -

&
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we ay form conjectures respecting what he ought to do. In the,
folly of impiety we may rashly assert that Jehovah must act thus
and thus, -or else be unjust, or unmerciful. But God is too high,
and we too low, for our conjectures to be entitled to much con-
fidence. - )

@ ’tis beyond a creature mind,

«To glance a thought half way to God.”
But we have a ¢“nore surc word of prophesy; whereunto ye do

. well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
- place.” The Lord pledges his word that his people shall never
perish; and on his word we may rest with absolute certainty.—

* ““The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God

*shall stand forever.” » :
. “When we find any particular fruth plai}nly.agserted in the word
of God, we need have no hesitation in receiving it, however un-
belief may cavil and object; for, says the Saviour, ¢‘Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.,” Whe-
ther every christian”is ¢kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation;” or whether some christians do fall from a state
of grace, and perish forever, is a subject on which the opinions of
mankind have been much divided. And altho’ persons of sterling
piety may have differed in sentiment here, yet, unquestionably,
if the truth on this interesting point, is set forth in the Oracles of
God, and we do not see it, and receive from it that consolation
it is calculated to afford, the fault is ours. et us now take up
the sacred book, and hearken to the voice.of the Spirit of inspira-
tion. Father of lights, direct us in our investigation. O make
thy word a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path .

Jesus, says of his people, ¢Igive unto them eternal life.”” The
life they have is his gift. They were once dead in trespasses and
in sins, but they have experienced a spiritual resurrection. He
gives them life. What kind of life> Zternal life. We all know
the'distinction between temporal life, and that which is eternal.
“Temporal life is the period of our existence on earth. It runs on
through a few months or years, and then sinks in death. How
fleeting, how transient! Like the ¢morning cloud and the early
dew,”” it passeth away. Eternal lifcis that which endures for-
ever. Nothing that comes to an end, is eternal. 'That life which
burns on for a time, and then is extinguished, is but femporal; eter-
nal duration is not one of its propertics. Eternal life is that which
transcends the boundaries of time, and flames on through the
immense periods of vast eternity. ¢I give unto them eternal
life.” " But, notwithstanding the life that is given them is eter-
nal, may they not perish? <¢“They shall never perish,” says the
Saviour. But, have they not enemies that seek their destruction?
¢“None shall pluck them out of my hand.” But, are not their

- -enemies great and powerful? My Father which gave them me,
1s greater than oll; and none is able to pluck them out of my Fa-
ST . B
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97, “Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine ;and doeth them,
T will liken him. unto a - wise man, which built. his house
. upon a rock; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell not; for it
was founded upon a rock.”  Here the hopes of the believer are set
forthin-a figure most - beautiful . and affecting. ~ ‘Every one that
heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them.” 'To hear his say-
ings and do them, is ene leading characteristic of his people: ‘My
sheep héar my voice anid they follow me.” ¢And a stranger will they
ot follow, but  will flee from him; for they know not the voice of
strangers.” This is a distinguishing feature in their character.
“Those who hear not his voice; who do not follow him; who obey
.-not his sayings, are not his children at all.  Concerning the ho
of the christian, observe the following things. (1)- It had a good
. foundation, “for it was founded on arock. (2) It was assailed by
trials fierce and appalling; the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and. beat upon that house.” (3) It fell not.”
(4) 'The reason, ‘for it was founded .upon a rock.” Now every
christian’s hope is built on Christ, ‘the Rock of Ages.” The man
whose hope is built on any other foundation, is not « christian at
all, and of -course cannot fall from grace. The only reason given
by the Saviour, why the christian’s hope does not give way,is that
it is founded on @ rock.. 'The floods may rage, and the tempests
roar, but the rock of ages never moves. Blessed of the Lord are
they whose hopes are founded there. In the following verses, we
read of a foolish man, against whose house the rain descended, and-
. the floods came, and the winds blew, and it fell: but where was it
founded? " ¢On the sand.” Observe, it never had ~any better
foundation than the sand; it was builf on the sand at first. We
have no account of -a house that was first built on the rock, and
then shuffled about until it got on the sand, and then fell No, the
house that fell was built af first on the sand. Spirit of eternal
grace, “Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.>" O may Christ
be to our souls, as a ‘hiding place from the wind, and a covert
f(’Ol(Iil the tempest; and as the shadow of a greatrock ina weary
land.” '

That every christian shall be ¢kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation,” is evident also, from the prayer of Christ,

- for his disciples: In John xvii he prays thus: ¢Holy Father, keep

through thine own name, those whom thou hast given me, that they
may be one as we are. - I pray not that thou shouldest take them
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.
. Sanctify them through thy truth. - Thy word is truth. FatherI
will that thiey also whom, thou hast given me, be with me where I
am, that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me.
Neither pray I for these alone;but for them also which shall believe
~on me through their word.” In John xi. 42. addressing his Fa-
thery he says, ‘thou hearest me always;’ that is, thou art always
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_ undertaken'in infinite grace to- build up in the hearts of his people,
- faith, and love, and hope, and joy—in short, every’ christian grace, .

and designs their hearts to be 2 temple of the .Holy Ghost. Jesus
_Christ teaches that it is unwise in a builder to'make a commence-
ment, before he hatli ‘counted the cost,”.and ascerizined that he is
able to finish, and that such conduct deserves oniy mockery and
derision. - Luke xiv. 28, 30. ¢For which of you, inteading tobuild
a'tower, sitteth not down first and counteth the cost, whether he
have segficient to finish ¢/2 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foun-
dation, and isnot able to finish i¢, all that behold it begin to mock
him, Saying, This man began to build, and was not able o finish.’*
And does the all wise Jehovahaci thus? . Doeshe cominence the
spiritual building in the hearts of ‘his peapie before he hati counted.

© the cost? Do difficulties arise in th." progress of his work, st which -

he was not aware when he bégan? ~ After he has laid the foundation, -
do such unexpected obstacles present themselves that he judges it’
best to abandon the whole undertaking? And shajl his enemics, on

) "earth and in hell, have cause tomock, apd say, he ‘Began to build,

139

and was not able to finish!”’ - e )
.. Inspiration tells us, that believers are ¢oined to the Lord.”. I

-~ therefore, they fall away and perish, it must be, either, because the

Lord turns away from them, or because they depart from him; for it
is plain, that as avital union exists between them-and their Redeem-
er, if he does not turn away from them, and they-do not depart frem
himy they shall never perish.” In Jer. xxxii, 40. the Lord says, ‘1
-will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not.turn
~away from them, to do them goods- but I will put my fear in their .

. hearts, that they shall not depart from me.”

“‘Happy art thou, Q Isracl: Who is like unto thee, O people sa-
ved by the Lord. The eternal God is thy refuge, ‘and underneath
are the everlasting arms !> - ' ) )

It has been thought by some, thatas believers are free agents, -
the Lord cannot, with absolute certainty, keep them from falling,
without destroying their free agency. This 1s perhaps, the most
artfal obgection that ever has been brought against the doctrine, as
it leads directly to an en(lluiry' concerning the mode of the divine
cperation on the human heart—a - subject on which, while in this
world, we must remain profoundly in the dark. But where reasen
fails, Revelation shines with peculiar brightness. Hearken to the
voice of the Holy Spirit: ¢‘Now unto him that is able fo keep you
from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be
glory -and majesty, dominion and power.” Jude 24. Hereitis
expressly declared, that the Lord is able to keep his people from fal-
fing and to present them faultless before the presence of his glory.
'To those therefore, who urge the above objection, we reply, ¢ye
do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.” .

- The power of God is employed for the preservation of his people.
. 3 - .

, o
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ot plain, from the great joy of atigels when a sinner is brought to
Chiist, that they know s salvation is certaing thit they know
that the covenant of grace is immaudable, axid that the Lord will not

“turn away from him, and diviue grace shall so work in his heart,

to will and to do, that he shall not depart from the Lord? How-

" eever then, the perseverance of the saints may be disputed on -

earth, we find it is firmly believed among the angels in heaven.

v SR - NS . .
- That real christians do not apestatise 1s plain, from what the
Scriptures tell us respecting apostates.. Christ and his apostles
Arequently speak of those who professed religion for a time, and

. then cast away their profession, and it is worthy of remark, that
sthey plainly represent them as persons who never had been genuine

chnstians. Read the sccond chapter of Peter’s second Epistle,

. and you will see a full drawn charvacter of those who had aposta-
-tised in bis day; fromhis account it is cvident that those apostates

never had been ‘real christians: he concludes thus, ~ ¢It is hap-

- pened unto them according to the true proverb, The dogis turned
“to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed, to her
= 5

wallowing in the mire.” From the, illustrations here employed,
it'is plain, that these apostates never had esperienced any reno-
vation of heart, or been the subjects of a saving change. It was
the dog, that returned to his vomif, it was the sow (washed,
changed in outward appearance, but retainirig the old nature,
within) that returned to wallowing in the mire  Spezking of the
last judgment, Mat. vii. 22. Our Lord observes, ¢“Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? anE in thy name done

,man{ wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I ne-

ver knew yous depart from e, ye that work iniquity.” ‘These
had been eminent professors'in their day; had prophesied, cast
out devils, and done many wonderful works, yet they were never
christians. Paul tells us, 1. Cor. xiii, 1—3, that a man may
¢‘speak with the tongues of men and angels, and have the gift of
prophesy, and have all faith, so thatlie can remove mountains aud
yet he nothing,” as respects true religion.  <I never knew you.”
He does not say, I once knew you; but after a while, you became
strangers to me; but ‘I never knew yous there never did exist
any sacred acquaintance between -us. I never had any holy fellow-
ship and communion with you. ‘I Anow my sheep, and am known

" of mine,” but I never knew you, - depart from me, ye that work
- iniquity. ' ' L

. Jehovah declares that, ¢¢All things work together for good, te
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.,”  Disciple of Christ; it is the voice of your Lord.” Yes.
1t is his word, who hath inhis harids all things in heaven and on earth

) . and under the earth, and who worketh all things after the counsel of
~his own will.  The angels above, are at his direction, they are.
- all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall.

-y

»
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“did not believe?” says the apostle, ‘shall their unbelief make the

* faith of God without effect?  God forbid: yea, let-God ‘be true,

but every man a liar®” Rom iil. 3, 4. O ye disciples of Christ,
“The word of your God shall stand forever.” - Fear not to trust
his promises; fear not to rely upon his words fear not to believe
that, ‘He who spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for
you all, shall with him also freely give you all things.” Fear not
to believe, that in tribulation, and distress, and persecution, and.
-all your spiritual conflicts, you shall be ‘more than conquerors,
through him that loved you.”  Fear not to believe, ‘that neither
-death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

- things present, nor things tv come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
. other creature, shall be able to separate you trom the love of God.

which is in Christ Jesus your Lord.’ .
. Let us now notice some of the objections that have been urged

_ agninst this doctrine.

1. It is thought by some, that the warnings, cautions and ex-
hortations against apestacy, given to believers in the Scriptures,

. are inconsistent with the dcctrine, that all christians shall perse-

vere in heliness, and obtain eternal life. Now, it is admitted on
all hands, that such exhertations and cautions are addressed to
believers.  “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.’
What I say unto you, I sayunto all, watch.  'Work cut your own
salvation with fear and trembling. If any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him.” &e. &c. But, Calvinists con-
sider such warrings and admoniticns, as not at all inconsistent

" with the certainty of the believer’s salvation; but in fact, a neces-

sary part of that system of means, which God uses to keep his
people thro? faith unte salvation. Let us illustrate this subject by
ene or two examples. S
“When Christ was born in Bethlehem, in the days of Herod, it- °
was absolutely ceriain, that he should not be slain for more than
thirty-three years; for Daniel, above five hundred years before,
had pointed out the precise time, when Messiah should be cut off.
It was absolutely certain, that he sheuld live to perform the mira-
cles which he did, on the sick, the blind, and the lame; and that
at his death he should be numbered with the transgressors, and
then be buried in the sepulchre of the rich man of Arimathea, for
Isaiah had predicted these things, seven hundred years before. It
was absolutely certain, that at his crucifixion, they should give him
vinegar to drink, mingled with gall, and that the soldiers should
pzn't?lis garments among them, and cast lots upon his vesture, for
the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of David, had spoken of this, above
@ thousand years before. Yet when Clrist was born, and Herod
was troubled and sought to slay him, the angel of the Lord came
o Joseph, saying, ¢““Aris:,an! “zke the young child and his mot~er,
and flee into Egypt, for Herod will seek the young child to destroy
Rim.”  Mat. §.°13. Had Jescph been of opinion that when an
: <

~
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event is made certain by the purpose of God, the means necessary
0 bring it abeut may be dispensed with, he wouuld, most likely,
have replied, ¢“Thou Angel of the Lord, I don’t see the propriety
of taking this journey into Egypt. If what David, and Isaiah, and
Daniel have said be true, the Messiah will not be cut off by Herod.
He has yet to live many years, and perform many marvellous
works, and then to die in a manner very different from what Herod
designs. This journey into Egypt, therefore, is altogether useless.”
But Joseph’s creed was, more orthodox. He considered the pur-
poses and promises of God, as perfectly consistent with his com-
mands, and the duty he requires of us.  ¢Ie arose, and took the:
young child and his mother, and departed into ‘E%th.” Herod
spent his rage. Christ was not slain. He lived till the time Danie}
had mentioned, performed all the works the prophets had foretold, -
and was then putto death as had been predicted. Thus every jot
and every tittle of what God had spoken was accomplished. Again,
in Acts xxvii. we find, that Paul and his contpanions, when sailing
to Italy, were overtaken by a tremendous storm. <¢Neither sum

. nor stars in many days appeared, and all hope that they should be

saved was taken away.” At length Paul addressed the company
thus: ¢“Now I exhort you to be of” good cheer; for there shall be ne
loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. ~For there stood
by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,
saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Casar: and

1o, God hath given thee all'them that sail with thee. Wherefore,

sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as
it was told me.”” But a short time after, when the sailors had let
down the boat and were about to flee from the ship, Paul said te
the centurion and to the soldiers, ‘Except these abide in the ship
e cannot be saved.” Had one of our modern objectors been om
oard, he would have detected the same inconsistency in Paul,
which he finds in Calvinists of the present day, What do you
mean, Paul? Did you not tell us that there shoulg be no loss of «
man’s life? and that the angel of God had told you so? and tha¢
you believed God that it should be even as it had been told you®
‘What matter, then, whether these sailors go or stay? for if we are
to be saved we shall be saved.” . ‘Nay, but O man, who art thou
that repliest against God? The exertion of these sailors is the
means God hath appointed to effect our preservation. ~ Separate
not the appointed means from the appointed end. What God hatk
joined together, let not man put asunder.” The centurion and the
soldiers attended to the warning Paul had given; the sailors were
ke{)t in the ship; ‘and so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe
toland.” Now in each of these cases the event was cerfain, and
yet, the -warnings and cautions given, were neither absurd nor

" nuseless. The warning of the angel to Joseph, was not designed to

shake his faith in the promises of God, and persuade him that it was
quite uncertoin whether those positive declarations of the Most
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High, concerning the life and death of Christ, should be fulfil-
led or not. But it was designed to teach him the wa
in which the Lord had determined to accomplish all that he had
spoken.. The warning had its intended effect, and in due time, all
{éﬁat the Lord had foretold, came to pass. The warning given by
Paul to the centurion and the soldiers, was not intended to per-
suade them, thatthey should put but %ftle confidence in the prom-
isé of God, that there should be no loss of any man’s life among
them. Butit was intended fo teach them the means by which the
Lord had determined to accomplish all that he had spoken. . The
warning had its intended effect, and they ¢all got safe to land,’ ae;
_g‘brdinﬁ(to the word of the Lord. ' ’ ,
~.In like manner, the . exhortations, cautions and warnings, ad-
dressed to believers, are not designed to shake their confidence in .
the ‘exceeding great and precious promises’ of their God, or to per- -
suade them that'it is dangerous to put their entire trust in his word,
when he saith, ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Heb.
xiil. 5. “Ina little wrath L hid my face from thee for a moment;
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the
Lord thy Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah unto-me;
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go
over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with
thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the
Tills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, nei-
ther shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord,
‘that hath mercy on thee.” Isa. liv. 8—10. But the exhortations
- and warnings addressed to the children of God, were designed to
. teach them the way in which they should walk, and are a_part of
the means which Jehovah employs to keep them from the evil that
is in the world, and fit them for the heavenly kingdom. The pre-
dictions concerning the life, miracles and death of the Messiah,
" were just as true, just as certain to be accomplished, just as worthy
b be believed, after the warning was given toJ osepL, as they had
. Been before. The word of the Lord pledged to Paul, that there
- should be ‘no loss of any man’s life among them,’ was as unshaken, -
and had as omnipotent a claim to their absolute confidence, after
Xis ad:monition to the centurion and the soldiers, as it had before.
. Ineach of these casesit is plain, that the caution given, did not
detract one whit from the cerfainty that what God had spoken
-.should take place. In like manner the exhortations and cautions
. .addressed to christians, do not in the smallest degree lessen the
. %rtainty that all the Lord hath promised them, shall come to pass.
#They shall riever perish.’ ‘None shall pluck them out of his hand.’
“All things shall work together for good to them,’ and he ¢will raise
them up at the last day.’ , ‘
. _The warnings given to Joseph, and to Paul’s companions, were
, s&'{[a_r from beiné‘either useless or inconsistent with what God had
belste ypoken: that they had an important instrumentality in bjng-
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ing about what God had determined. In like manner, the warn-
ings given to christians are so far from being useless, or inconsis-
" tent with the certainty of their salvation, that they have an impor-
tant instrumentality in preparing them for that ‘house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.’ . .

The warning to Joseph, did answer the purpose for which it
was given, and the whole matter turned out according to the ‘de-
terminate counse) and foreknowledge of God.” Actsii. 23. The
warning to Paul’s companions, did ahswer the purpose for which
it was given, ‘and they all got safe to land.” In like manner, the
Wwarnings given to christians do answer the purpose for which they
were designed.  ¢“They hear the voice of Christ and they follow
him, and a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him,
for they know not the voice of slrangers.” ¢And so all Israel
shall be saved.” Rom. xi. 26. <0 Isvacl, trust thou in the Lords
he is their help and their shield. O house of Aaron, trust in
the Lord: he is their helpand their shield.  Ye that fear the Lord,
trust in the Lord; he is their help and their shield.” A

But there is another chjection. It is said the doctrine of the
final perseverauce of the saints canuet be true, for we read in the
New Testament of several persons, that certainly had once beex
chriztians, who afterwards deserted the cause of Christy and acted
most perversely. For instance, Judas, and ymeneus and Alex-
ander, and perbaps others.

That Judas, Hymenens and Alexander, had publicly professed

the religion of Christ. is acknowledged; and it is also conceded

on 2ll hands, that at length, they proved to be wicked, graceless
men.  The only question on which there is a difference of opinion,
is this: Were thev evei real christiuns?  Iad they ever been re-
gencrated by the Holy Spivit? Tt is desirable that on this, as well
as on every cther subject, all christians should agree. I kaow of
but twvo ways in which we can all come to an agreement on this
point.  The apostles foymed an opinion concerning-the real char-
acter of these wen, and have transwitted it to us in their writinga.
If we all adopt the opiniien they have expressed we shall all agree.
Or, we wight all agree by unanimousiy rejecting their opinion.—
But, as the apostles lived jn the same age.with these men, were
intimately acquainted with them, and Lhad an opportunity of judg-
ing the ‘tree by its fruit;” and, especially as in the opinions they
have expressed, ‘they epake us they were moved by the Holy
Ghost,” 1t would, certainly, be wisest and safest in us, all toagree.
with the apostles, and thus agree with each other. ,
As for Juadas, Christ and bis apostles have delineated his char-
acter with great parvculmity, and they were certainly very com-
vetent judges.  In Johun vi. 64, Christ addressing his professed
disciples, observes, <“There are some of you that believe not.. For
Jesus kuew from the beginning who they were that beZieved not, and
who sheuld betray bim.”  Weare not told, that Jesus knew from
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the beginning who they were that - would, after @ while become
unbelievers, but hie knew, all along, from the beginning, who they
were among his professed friends, that believed nof, and whe
should hetray him. - In John xii. 6, we are told that Judas ‘cared
not for the noor,’ and that ¢he was a thief.” In John xiii. 10, 11,
after washing his disciples’ feet, Christ said to them," «Ye are
clean, but not «ll. For he knew who should betray him; therefore
said he, ye are not @l clean.” InJohn vi. 70, 71, he said to his dis-
ciples, ““Have ngt I chosen you twelve? And one of youisa
devil? ‘Hespake of Judas Iscariot.—And it mustbe observed, that
Christ and his apostles never contradict these statements, by giv-
.ing Judas a better character.. How widely then do you differ
from them if you contend that Judas was a Saint? Let us con-
trast the opinion of -the objector on this point with that of Christ

and Lis apostles.

. ' e
. OBJECTOR. o CHRIST & APOSTLES. .
1. Judas, before he betrayed the 1. “Jesus knew from the beginning
"Saviour, was a believer. who they were . that belleved nof, and
E - who should betray him.”
-2, . Judas was a man of purity. 2. “Yeare nof -all clean. For he.

kunew who should betray him; there-
fore said he, Ye are not all clean.”

S.  Judas was a benevolent man. 3. Judas “‘cared not for the poor.”
4. Judas was an honest man. 4. Judas “was a thief.”?
5. Judas wasa saint, - 5. Judas was ¢‘a devil.”

_ But there is one text, so often quoted on this subject, that it is
yroper now to mention it.. Jobn xvii. 12.  ¢“While I was with
them in the world, ITkept themin thy name; thosethatthou gavest me
-Thave kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that
the scripture might be fulfilled.” ‘That this passage does not im-
ply that Judas was a christian, is evident from his being called the
“son of perdition.”” Moreover, he ¢“was lost, that the seripture’
might be fulfilled.”” In Actsi. 16, Peter says, ¢‘Menandbrethren,
" this Scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost by the mouth of David, spake before concerning Judas.”
The mistake concerning the text in John xvii. 12, above quoted,
_consists in supposing, that the latter part of the text contains an
-exception to what is declared in the former part.  But a little
‘attention to other texts in which the same form of expression oc-
curs, will satisfy the candid mind. In Luke iv. 25, we are told,
-that, ¢““Many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine
was throughout all the Jand; but unto none of them was Elias sent,
save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that wasa widow.”?
Surely no person ever imagined, that this woman of Sarepta, @ cifyj
of Sidon, was one of the widows of Israel. BTN
* Again. . “Many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the
“prophet; and none pfl them was cleansed, saving Naaman the 8y-
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qdan.” Surely none will pretend that Naaman the Syrian, was
one of the lepers of fsrael. Once more, in Rev. xxi. 27, of the

- heavenly Jerusalem it is said, “There shall in no wise enter inte

it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination,
or maketh a lie; but they which are written in the Lamb’s book
fife.” Who ever supposed that a part of those that defile, and
work abomination and make a lie, are written in the Lamb’s book
of life?* In each of these texts, the latter clause is rot an excep-
#on to what is asserted in the former, but asserts a different fact.
The following is plainly their meaning: ¢There shall in no wise
enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh

-«bomination, or maketh a lie; but they (shall enter in) which are

written in the Lamb’s book of life.” ¢Many widows were in Israel
n the days of Elias, but unto none of them was Elias sent; (but he
wras sent) to Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a
ayidow.” ~ “Many lepers were in Israel in the days of Elias, and
none of them was cleansed, but Naaman the Syrian, (was cleansed.’)
Those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost; but
4he son of perdition (is lost) that the Scripture might be fulfilled.*
“That this is the real import of the textis also evident from the 9th
werse of the next chapter, where this text is quoted, John xviii. 9.
To those who came to take him, Jesus said, if ye seek me, let these
Ymy disciples) go their way; ¢That the saying n:ght be fulfill ed,
gyhich he spake.  Of them whicl thou gavest me have I Lost vonE.”
He that objects to this exposition must, to be consistent, main-
ain thata purt of those that defile, and work abomination, &c.
-are written in the lambs book of life, that the widow of Sidon, was
awidow of Israel, and that Naaman, the leper of Syria, wasa
‘teper of Israel.
" What further say the Aposiles? Peter was a member of the
‘church, when Judas publicly professed love to Christ, he was well
acquainted with Judas from the commencement of his profession
until his apostacy, he was also an active minister of the church when
ymeneus and Alexander first made a profession, and all the while
they continued in the church, and also at the time of their aposta-

4y, and thus enjoyed the Lest advantages for judging correctly.

Wow, about thirty-four years after the apostacy of Judas, and se-
ven years after the apostacy of Hymeneus and Alexander, afd
after Paul had published an accountof” the whole matter, Peter,
writing to the cllmrches, speaks particularly of those persons, who ia
that age, had first professed religion, and then fallen into base
and abominable practices, among whom were Judas, Hymeneus-
and Alexander. e concludes s account of them thus, ¢It i8
Rappened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog 18
turned to Lis own vomit again; and the  sow that was washed te
wallowing in the mire.” Such was Peter’s opinion. What says
John? John was a member of the Christian church at its first
srganization, was well acquainted with Judas from his first profes-
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. sion until he forsook his master—was an active and zealous minister,
- ‘when Hymeneus and Alexander first joined the church, all the:
time they continued in the church, and long after they left it
About thirty years after Paul had published his account of the
~ ‘apostacy of these men, John addressing the churches, calls theis
. -attention particularly to the case of those persons who, in the:
apostolic age, had professed religion and afterwards apostatised.
e gives his opinion of them in these words, I. John ii. 19. ¢They
went out from us, but they were not ofus; for if they had been of us,
- they would no doubt have continued with us; but they went out,
that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”
Let us ask t%e apostle a question or two. - ‘Were those persons
who, in the; apostolic age, cast away their profession and left the
ehurch, that 1s, Judas, Hymeneus, Alexander, and the rest, were-
they ever of the number of real christians? ¢They went out from:
us, but they were nof of us.”>  Well, if they had been of the num-
ber of real christians, - would they have apostatised and left the
- ‘church.?. ¢If they had been of us, they wonld no doubt have con-
tinued withus; but they went out that they might be made man-
ifest that they were not -all of us.” - Such” was John’s opinion of
these men. {\Tow we must acknowledge the doctrine of the per-
severance of the Saints; or we must find beffer arguments against.
it, than can be drawn from the case of Judas, Hymeneus Alexan-
der, and apostates of that age; or we must contend that Peter and
John were wrong in their opinion of these men, and that the accounts
they have sent down to us are, uninspired and incorrect.

Once more.—It is objected that the doctrine of final persever-
ance, tends to produce carelessness and spiritual sloth among pro-
fessors. Coe e ) . ' o

That this doctrine may be abused, is acknowledged; and what
~doctrine may not? Must we deny a plainly revealed truth, lest
some should make an improper use of it? It is an important truth
of Revelation, that God js ‘slow to anger,” and exercises forbear-
ance, and is long suffering toward sinners. Yet Solomon declares

. that this precious truth is awfully abused by immense multitudes
of the human race. ‘Because sentence against an evil work is
-not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of menis
« fully set inthem to do evil” Must we deny that the Lord is
. .gracious and slow to anger, and try to explain away all those pas-
. sages in which he has declared it,. lest sinners take encourage-
“ment to go onin sin? He that perverts and abuses God’s truth,
shall answer for it to the majesty of Heaven. ¢Vengeance is mine, 1
will repay, saith the Lord.” - - = I :
- But does the doctrine of final perseverance, actually produce this
- effect, on these christians who believe it? Are they persons of less
.- truth, less honesty, less moral virtue, - than those who deny it?
- Inthe discharge of the duties they owe to God and to man, are
' -they notoriously deficient? In-attention to personal picty and fami-
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ly religion, ave they inferior to oihers?  Have tiwy less reverence
for the BiLle, less regard for e institutions of God?  In these
ehurches and neighborhoods wheio tihis ductrine is most generally
believed, isit a fact, that less is dune to send the Bible to every
individual, to every family, tc every nation under heaven? Oris
the reverse of all tis true? Now, if it 1s a notoricus fact, that the
doctrine of final perseverance, where cordially received, does net
cut the sisews of exertion in the goed cause, buton the contrary
invigorates them; then the zbove objeciion is ‘worse than worth-
less? :

“Where your treasure is: there will your heart be also,’ said
Yesus to bis disciples. It is an egregious mistake, to suppose that
‘when the heartis set with ardor on a desired object, e¢ssurance of
success in pursuit of that object, produces carelessaess and sloth.in
the use of the appointed means. - Wehave an example. Gen. xxvii.
10—22. Jacob took leave ol his father’s house to go to a land of
strangevs.  The occasion was mournful, the fat er whom he left
was aged and blind, the kind affecticnate moth r from whom he
parted was fast sinking under aload of years, the cause of his de-

actave, was to escape from the wrath of his brother—his only
srother. On foot and unattended he cemmenced his lonesyme jour-
ney.  How throbbed his full heart, as he cast a farewell look over
the scenes of his childhoed, and saw that mansion, where he had
apent the morning of life, retiring in distance from his view. ¢Shall
I ever return to tiis lovely spet?  What reception awaits me in
the land to which I go? Ob what ravages may death make in
yon dear dwelling, before I'see it again!™ When might overtook
him, he lay down, with the carth {or his bed, a stone for his
piliow, the heaven for his covering. There he was blessed witha
vision of the Alinighty. <Behold, a ladder set upon the earth, and
the top of it reached to heavens’ and behold, the angels of God
ascending and descending onit; and behold, the liord stosd above
it and said, T am the God of Abraham thy [ather, and the God of
Isaac. And beheld, 1 am with thee, and will Leep thee in all
places whither thouw goest, and will bring (hee again invo this lands
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken
to thee ¢f.” How did Jacob act after receiving this ebsolute promise
of God? Did he fecl thatall motives to activity were taken
away?  Did he say, well,.the Lord has premised to ¢be with me,’
and to ‘keep me in all places whither 1 gos” and to ‘bring me again
to this land;® and declares that ‘he will not leave me until ke has
done all taat he has spoken,” and therefore, .I wiil just fuld my
arms and sit down, and not take another step in wy jowrney ’
Did Jacob act thus? No, “Jacoh vowed a vow, saying, if God will
be with me, and keep mein this way tnut I go, and will give e
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, sv that 1 come againto my
father’s house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God. And

.

he  “went on his jowrney,” with a finmer step, and alighter
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Lieart, and stronger motives to exertion than he possessed before. .
Take another example. ' At an early period of our country’s his-
tory, there was one, she was a wife and a mother, taken by the
savages, carried far, far into'the pathless wilderness, and there
retained in captivity. But neither the distance of the way, nor .
the vigilance of her foes could prevent her thoughts of aftection
irom fravelling back: to the fire-side from which she had been ta-
*en, to visit the friends of her love; and when imagination return-
ed with its report of the deep, inconsolable grief of her husband, and,
the prattle of her little babes about their lost mother,. the tears
that hurried down her cheek, told of the emotions within. It was
-dark; and the guard that surrounded her had sunk in sleep, when,
by the wonderful providence of God, she escaped from confine-
ment and turned her face toward her home. One gleam of hope
-cheered her soul for a moment; but presently new dangers ap-
‘peared; the wolf howled upon the hill and was answered by the
shrill scream of the panther. "The way was long, the mountains she.
had to pass were rugged and high, the rivers broad and d »p.
'Moming would betray her steps, and the furious swift-footcd In-
dian, with scalping knife and tomahawk would pursue for ven-
geance. Thus was extinguished that ray of hope which at the first -
moments of her escape, had dawned upon her prospects, like the
beam of a distant star. Now, had the God of Jacob appeared to her
as to the Patriarch of old, and pledged his immutable word that he
would be her friend, her guide, her protector; that he would pre-
serve her from the jaws of the wolf, from the fangs of the panther and
from the scalping knife and tomahawk of the Indian; that he would
conduct her over the mountains, and through the rivers and never
leave her until he had breught her home, to her friends, her hus-
band, .her children; would such a promise from the mouth of the
great God, have made her feel like folding her arms, sitting down
in the wilderness, and not taking another step, or would it have
been the strongest possible encouragement to vigorous and perse~-
vering efforts. What is the condition of the christian? Heisin
a wilaerness, far from home, surrounded with dangers. Snares
re spread for his feet, and -
¢¢A thousand savage beasts of prey
: “Around the forest roam.”
¢Without are fightings, within are fears;’ and in himself, he is fee-
ble as the ‘reed shaken with the wind.” Follower of Jesus, is the
‘journey too great for thee?” Wilt thou sink in despair? And
shall thy bones be found bleaching in the road that leads to thy -
Father’s house? Hark! Is that the music of heaven that rolls
upon the ear of the Zion-bound pilgrim? <Fear. not thou worm
Jacob, I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel. Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dis-
mayed; for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteo- .
: ).}

4
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ness. When thou passcst through the waters, I will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall notoverflow thee; when thou
walkest through tli2 five thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee, for the mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not départ from thee.
neither shall the coverant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord
that hath mercy on thee.’ : ‘

Such, ye travellers to the New Jerusalem, are the melting de-
clarations your Redeemer- hath given of n1s sovereign, eternal,
unchangeable love. You know by experience they are not calcu-
lated to chill your devotion to mim, and send you to ramble
through the paths of guilt and rebellion until you reach the city of
destruction. “For the love of Christ constraineth us, that we
should not henceforth live unto ourselves, but unto him who died
for us and rose again.” ‘Then, “let us lay aside every weight and
every besetting sin, and let us run with patience the race thatis
set before us, looking unto Jesus the aurnor and rixisser of
our faith.

Ye who are without God and without hope in the world, behold
the provisions of that gespel which Jesus brought from heaven.
Noperadventures nouvncertainty as to its blessings; theyare the sure
mercies of David. Amidst the wide-spread miseries which sin has
introduced into our world, here is a balin for every wound, a cor-
dial for every fear. O earth, earti, earth, hear the word of the
Lord. ¢Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found, call upon him
while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lorp, and
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God; for he will abun-
dantly pardon.” Ye thirsty, come to the ‘wells of salvation.
Ye hungry, receive the ‘bread of life.” Ye votaries of pleasure,
here are the joys that never die. Ye whose hearts pant for fame,
behold, the crown that fadeth not.  Ye sons of want, heve are du-
rable riches.” Ye at whose couch pale disease attends, Jesus has
immortal health for the soul. Ye dymg look to him who is the
‘Resurrection and the life.” For the provisions of redeeming
love, are “deep as our helpless miseries are, and boundless as our
sins.” Yes, in the gospel there is cordial for the heart even of

"yon dejected and comfortless strapger in the world, to whom se
early in life, life has become a burden—whose spirit is withered
with the blight of misfortune. Friendless orphan, to thee I speak.
Have thy father and thy mother been taken from thee by death?
And art thou left alone in the world?> And has the world treated
thee with cold neglect, and hard-hearted inhumanity? And when
distresses crowd upon thee, canst thou find none to sympathize?
and to soothe thy troubled soul, dost thou go to the grave of the
friends thou hast lost, and sigh and weep, and call on the name
of thy departed parents® Fri-ndless orphan, look up to the Gud of
the f{therless. Jesus has consolation for thee. Give thy heartte
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M. Receive miias tie portion of thy soul. He will wipe away
thy tears. He will adopt thee into rrs holy family. Hz will give
thee pardon, and sanctification, anid an eternal interest in nis
love. Hg will guide you while you live. He will cause all your
troubles to work together for your good. Hx will make you ‘more
than conqueror’ over all the evils that assail you. And ¢neither
death, por life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate you from mis love.”

 SUNCD OF TENNESSEE.

PASTORAL LETTER ADDRESSED BY THE SYNOD OF TENNESSEE
TO THE CHURCHES UNDER THEIR CARE. '

" Dear Brerarey:—In reviewing the events of the past year,
we meet with much that is calculated to &1l our hearts with fervent
gratitude to God. Never since the first settlement of our country,
have we been allowed the happy privilege of telling you of so much
good which the -Lord has done within our bounds—never have the
}n'ospects of the church appeared so biight and flattering—never
ias the cause of the ledeemer among us advanced so far in a single
year. His doctrines have dropped as the rain—his speech has dis-
tilled as the dew npon the souls ot the children of men. Letour
hearts be lifted up in gratitude and praise to God while we relate
some of the special mercies he has bestowed upon us. _

- Weare persuaded it will be a matter of rejoicing to you, as ithas’
been to ourselves, to find that the members of the (Tiﬁ'ergnt Presby-
teries which compose this synod, have met together and consuited
with brotherly love and harmony of sentiment. ~Stricter coincidence
of sentiment and greater harmony of feeling than have been mani-
fested at our late meetings, could scarcely be hoped for in our pres-.
ent imperfect state. "This fact holds a high claim upon our grati-
tude. Itisatall timesa subject of profound satisfaction to know
that unanimity in the belief of gospel truths prevails among our
ministry.  But it is peculiary gratifying to be assured of this fact
in our churches at this enlightened day, when we must expect the
cause of truth to be assailed by weapons which bcome formidable in
proportion as we advance toward a high state of civilization.

rom the reports of the several presbyteries under our care, it ap-
{)ea_rs that the work of God has been specially revived during the
ast summer in the greater number of the congregations within our
bounds. 'Thepast summer has been pre-eminently a harvest season
—a season of the ingathering of souls. In Union Presbytery seven
congregations have been refreshed by the out-pouring of the Spirit.
Baker’s creek and Grassy valley, the happy subjects of a revival the
last year, have again been blessed with considerable additions.—
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