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LOCATING THE SOUL
OF A COLLEGE

By PAUL PATTON FARIS

HE soul of a college is what I was seeking. For of course colleges,
like corporations and humans, have souls; stalwart and strong, well-
fed and menacing, or starving and impotent, souls are inherent in
every combination of men. A certain college in the west is the soul
of democracy; a southern institution is widely known as the soul of
conservatism; the spirit of classical culture is the soul of a college

in the east. It was in an attempt to locate, to uncover and recognize the

soul of a college that I vsited a thriving city in central Michigan. What

I was seeking was the soul of that Presbyterian institution, Alma College.

Sometimes the spirit of an institution can be found in its surroundings.
So it was with unwonted care that I examined the city of Alma and its
environs. Here was a population-center of 7,000 people; a growing
industrial city, with the college located in the park-like west side, the indus-
tries beyond the River Pine to the east. Two railroads serve the city, the
Ann Arbor line cutting athwart the Saginaw valley from southeast to
northwest, the Pere Marquette crossing westward from Bay City and Sag-
inaw itself. Reminders of the early lumber-exvorting days of the state lie
hereabouts—high boots on the legs of many a farmer and yet unassimi-
lated tree stumps in the fields, stunted reminders of the reign of the lum-
ber kings. But up-to-date farming and post-war industry are rapidly
banishing these remnants of a day that is done. The environs of the city
are of interest, but the soul of Alma is not in the institution’s surroundings.

Occasionally the soul of a college is the spirit of its architecture—stone
buildings, ivy clad and moss embroidered; ancient brick mansions, whose
columned porticos breathe the soul of classic Greece; stately, grand or
wide-flung halls patterned after the glory that is Cambridge and the
grandeur that is Oxford. Yet the academic seats of Alma College are
neitker palatial nor ancient. Its oldest bhuilding, inherited from an early
normal school, is scarcely 40 years old, and even Wright Hall, erected in
1902, with all the comfortable proportions and convenience of which the
college is justly proud, comes yet somewhat short of what one expects of an
educational plant built for adequate service in a twentieth century American
institution. The fact is, in Alma’s earlier days the college centered its
financial efforts on developing its endowment, and compelled itself to be
content with small buildings; it would not let its building program run
away with its endowment. So the soul of Alma is not its architecture.

There are colleges whose souls inhere in their traditions. And when I met
Dr. John T. Ewing, ranking member of the Alma faculty, I began to think
that I was near to Alma’s soul. As we sat in Dean Mitchell’s office and

Google



Qriginal from
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Digitized by Goog[e

916006-pdgasn ssedde/buo 1sniiTyiey -mmm//:dily / paziitbrp-916009 ‘uTewoq dT1qnd

€Y6E0STLOSTO6E dpW/Lz0z/33u"31puey 1py//:sdiiy

/ LW LO:€0 9Z-T0-TZOT uo ssaubuo) jo Aieiqry le paledausn



Original frem
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Digitized by Google

916006-pdgasn ssedde/buao1sniiTyrey mmm//:diyy / pazrithip-216009 ‘utewoq dT1qnd
€Y6E0STLOSTO6E " dpu/Lzez/32u 21puey 1py//:sdidy / IW9 LO:€0 9Z-10-1Z6z U0 ssaibuo) jo Auteuqr je pajedausy



Original from
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Digitized by Goog[e

916006-pdgasn ssadde/buo 1sniiTyiey mmm//:dily / pazritbrp-a16009 ‘utewoq dT1qnd

£Y6£0STLOSTO6E " dpL/Lz0z/33U 3 1puey 1py//:sd1ay

/ 1W9 L0:€0 9Z-10-1ZOZ U0 Ssaubuo) jo Aseiqr] 1e pajedausy



the college’s and Michigan’s young people’s, it has been generous in gifts
toward current expenses, new buildings and endowment. Alma’s soul shone
also in the lives of its faculty members. When modern educational demands
increased in stringency and salaries decreased in buying power, the profes-
sors and their families exerted every effort to live on what Alma could pay,
in order to serve here and to resist calls to othen institutions. The members
of the faculty themselves doubled devotion to.their work, in order to maintain
educational excellence at the Alma institution despite its very obviously in-
adequate equipment.

An impressive record of attainment has resulted. In many of the sugar
plants of Michigan’s beet-sugar territory the chemists are Alma graduates,
much of wheose scientific training was received in the confined spaces of the
Administration Building’s basement: laboratory. At least 30 per cent of all
Alma alumni, men and women, have pursued some form of post-graduate pro-
fessional training, a fact that indicates both exalted scholarship at Alma and
the college’s characteristic incentives to complete preparation for lives of hign
achievement and of lofty service of mankind throughout all the world.

In nearly every quarter of the globe, indeed, are found men and women
whose disinctively Christian service dates back to the days of their partak-
ing of the Soul of Alma. These unselfish servants include 70 of the 400
graduates of Alma College. Among the first of them are Dr. Sherman L.
Divine, pastor of First Presbyterian church, Spokane, Washington; Dr.
John W. Dunning, pastor First Presbyterian church, Kalamazoo; Dr.
Charles E. Scott of Tsinan, Shantung, China; Rev. Weston T. Johnson,
western secretary Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions; Dr. Geo. P.
Horst, pastor second Presbyterian church, Portsmouth, Ohio; Miss Alice
Marsh, for years eminent in Y. W. C. A. work at Detroit, and Miss Louise
Strange, head of the Y. W. C. A. at Lansing, Michigan’s capital city. Nor
can one omit T. E. Johnson, Michigan’s state superintedent of public in-
struction, or Frank Knox, editor of that widely quoted New Hampshire daily,
The Manchester Union.

It was when America entered the war—soon after the new president, Dr.
Crooks, had set in motion an extensive and sorely demanded movement for
Alma’s adequate development and endowment—that the Soul of Alma
showed its staying powers. Money grew timid. The campaign came to a
sudden stop. Synod’s givers did what they could to aid the institution dur-
ing these stress-days, but it manifestly was troubled. Yet the college held
fast. Its president stiffened his courage; the faculty sighed, but stayed by.
You see, the Soul of Alma was a spirit of persevering service; so long as it
was at all possible to continue its work, Alma was determined to continue it.
And now it anticipates an early rallying to its need of all its friends, in a
material recognition of what it has done in the past and yet can do.

The open fact is, the soul of Alma is hampered. It is fettered in its long-
ing to extend the service to the increasing number of Michigan’s ambitious
young people. Located close to the population center of the state, it is quite
the only college of liberal arts north of a line that runs from Detroit west to
Holland and that therefore lies far| to the south. It is the only college, ac-
cordingly, that serves the people of central and northern Michigan, including
the vast northern peninsula. Whereas throughout the United States the
average population for each college is 161,138, Alma must serve a total well
over 1,000,000. Here is an indication of the far-thrown influences of Alma:
The United States Bureau of Education states that colleges draw most of
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