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be placed next the system of faith and religion which has been

handed down from your ancesturs.—In this you will find the

words of eternal life, and in both those maxims of truth, mo-

rality, and policy, which will secure your individual, social, and

national happiness.

Let us support our constitution, our laws, and the adminis-

tration of our amiable and enlightened chief magistrate. He
who never deceived has told us that ' it ought to inspire

UNIVERSAL CONFIDENCE,' and while with reverence and an

humble resignation, we submit to the late awful dispensation of

providence ; and mingle our tears for the loss of the man " first

in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his country-

men," let us in his words pray " that God would incline the

" hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination

" and obedience to government, to entertain a brotherly affec-

" tion and love for one another, and that he would most graci-

" cusly be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mer-

" cy, and to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and

" pacific temper of mind which were the charadleristics of the

" divine author of our blessed religion, and without an humble

" imitation of whose example in these things, we can never

" expedt to be a happy nation."

Funeral oration on the death of general George WASHiUGfoN^

delivered in the presbyterian church of Carlisle^ to a crowded

assembly of the military and other citizens^ By Robert

Davidson, D. D,

Friends and fellow-citizens^

WE are this day assembled, to pay funeral honors to the

late beloved chief of the armies of America,—general

Qeorge Washington. The loss we have sustained by the

decease of this illustrious man can best be estimated, by that
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deep sentiment of grief which penetrates all our citizens, from

the president of the United States to the humblest peasant.

Posterity will scarcely believe, that one man could have

united in himself so many great and shining qualities,—could

have been in every point of view so accomplished,—as to attract

the high admiration and unbounded confidence of all ranks and

descriptions of men, during so long a period ; and while dis-

charging the highest duties, and filling the highest stations to

whcih he could have been exalted. Early did he begin his ca-

reer of glory ; and so remarkable were the first essays of his mi-

litary genius, that a pious divine,* as if moved by a prophetic

spirit, near half a century ago predicted, that his services would

one day be highly important to his country.

When these colonies found themselves aggrieved by the pa-

rent state, and driven to arms in defence -of their dearest

rights,—the grand council of our nation, as if directed by some

heavenly impulse, unanimously appointed him to the commaiid

of their armies. Few and ill-provided were the troops com mi tf d

to his care ;—arduous beyond expression was the task assigned

him, to face the veteran, brave, and disciplined forces of Bri-

tain, with a few thousand yeomanry, hastily collecTted, and un-

practised in the science of arms. What greatness of mind,—

what confidence in the justice of his cause,—what reliance on

the God of £trmies,—were here displayed ! At the head of a

* The Rev. Samuel Davies, sometime president of the college

in Nera-Jersey, The sentiment was advanced in a note to a

sermon^ preached by him, on religion and patriotism, to captain

Overton's independent company of volunteers, raised in Hanover

county, Virginia, August \7th, 1755.

Speaking of the revival of a martial spirit, be says, " as a

remarkable instance of this, I may point out to the public that

heroic youth colonel Washiiigton, whom I cannot but hope provi-

dence hath hitherto preserved in so signal a manner, for some

important service to his country.'*

Nn
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fluduating army, sometimes almost dissolved in consequence of

short enlistments, and at some critical moments nearly in total

want of military stores,—how great must have been the firmness,

and how vast the resources, of his aftive mind ! Unwilling to

expose the life of a single soldier without necessity, or to risque

an action without some good hope of success,—he was at the

same time eager to seize every opportunity that offered, for

striking some unexpefted and decisive blow. To enter into par-

ticulars here cannot be expefted : the faithful historian will do

justice to the subject:, in a full narrative of those campaigns, in

which his patience was put to the severest trial, and his patri-

otism and fortitude most fully proved. In the gloomy periods

of the revolution,—" the times that tried men's souls,"—when

thousands v^'ere ready to despond,—his equanimity and persever-

ance gave animation to our troops and vigor to our councils.

He infused as it were his own spirit into those that were placed

under him, and may be said to have created as well as com-

manded the armies of America. Never did a people look up

with more confidence, to any man placed at the head of their

affairs, than we looked up to the father of our country. How-
ever threatening might be the aspe£l of the war,—as long as we

heard that our Washington was alive, and his countenance still

serene and wearing the placid smile of hope, we were confident

that all would be well. Had we been deprived of him at a cer-

tain crisis, there was abundant reason to ff^ar, our armies would

have been dissolved, and our country brought to the brink of

ruin ! But, thanks to a kind heaven I that made his life and

health its care ; he was preserved to see the arduous contest

happily concluded.

As he had taken up arms, for the defence of his country, not

for military fame ;—.and as It was the height of his ambition,

to see his country independent and her liberties established ;

—

so he cheerfully laid down his arms, and retired to his farm,*

when the angel of peace bid the warrior rest. What numerous

* IFith great propriety, therefore, is he stiled the American

Cincinnatus, and those who partook in his toils, and nobly imi^

tated his example) Cincinnati.
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congraturatory addresses were now presented to the savior of

his country ! and how greatly admired were all his answers
;

how dignified, and how modest I how replete with excellent sen-

timents,—and especially those of gratitude to the great dis-

poser of events, to whose favrsr he was always mindful to ascribe

his viiSlorics ! I mention this, because it has always appeared to

be one of the brightest traits in his charatSier. He ever show-

ed a profound reverence and sincere gratitude to that almighty

being, who " is governor among the nations," and who " rais-

eth up and casteth down at pleasure."

HAprv in his retirement,—in the contemplation of our na-

tional prosperity, and in the consciousness of a well-spent llfej—

he was again called by the unanimous voice of his country, to

preside over her councils, and to contribute his aid to cement

the union of the states. For the confederation was found on

trial to be only a rope of sand ; and a new constitution and

bond of union was absolutely necessary, to make us respedlable

abroad, and to secure a general co-operation and harmony at

home. How much our illustrious Washington contributed to

this good work, his grateful countrymen will long remember.

Without this bond of union, we should have been, like some of

the ancient rival states of Greece, engaged in perpetual quar-

rels among ourselves, and an easy prey to some bold Invader.

Under his wise and firm administration as first president of the

United States, we enjoyed a great degree of peace and prospe-

rity ;—while the fierce nations of Europe were seeking each

other's destruction.

When he had finished his course in this exalted station, he

again retired to the shade of private life,—hoping never again

to fill any public ofHce.

But providence had something more for his chosen servant

yet to do, before he should enjoy the repose of the grave. He
must once more appear at the head of our armies. And we have

rerison to think, that his acceptance of this high command was

of vast importance, both to call forth afresh the military spirit

of his country, and to show foreign powers, that we know hov/

to maintain, as we knew how to acquire, our independence.
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But, ah ! how unexpedledly are we deprived of our accom-

plished chief ! How is the mighty fallen I No rank, or pcv/er,

no virtues, or honors, however pre-eminent, can save us from

the great aestroyer ! How exalted soever any man may have

been, and however long and prosperously he may have lived,

the account must still be closed with the solemn sentence, he is

here no more !

Wkep, O America ! thy loss is great, let thy tears be ma-

ry ! for thy most accomplished and best-loved son is snatched

away ! The heroic general, the patriotic statesman, the virtu-

ous sage ! His glory was indeed complete. There is no

merely human character, delineated in the page of history, round

\vhich shine in fuller radiance the beams of every soul-exalting

virtue : we can scarcely conceive of any thing which could be

added, to give it a brighter lustre. Although far advanced in

years, and his aftive powers and military ardor somewhat per-

haps abated,—yet still his glory was full-orbed ;—and like the

setting sun, though less dazzling, still retained the same mag-

nitude, as at its meridian elevation. Providence unwilling, (if

I may be allowed the expression) that his glory should be tar-

nished in the least, by an exhibition of any of those weaknes-

ses that are incident to extreme old age, removed him to a

higher world, while yet his mental powers were entire, and his

life aftive and useful. It was a saying of Solon, one of the

wisest men of Greece, to one of the richest of kings, who

wished to be complimented as the happiest of men, that, no

man should be called fortunate or happy, before death had finish-

ed his course. Not a few, who once were honored, have out-

lived their fame, and at last sunk, unnoticed or despised, into

the grave. Far otherwise the hero whose praises we celebrate :

as he was great in life, so he was great and magnanimous in

death ; and he is " gone to the sepulchre of his fathers," laden

with honors, Never perhaps was the death of any man, in any

age, more sincerely, more generally lamented. Every where isi

heard the voice of condolence and the language of eulogy ;-«

every where the sable tokens of mourning are seen I
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What an honor to a nation, to have given birth to such a

nian ; and to have his name, as a hero, a patriot, and a states-

man, to adorn the first and brightest pages of her history !

How much soever, therefore, we may have cause to mourn
;

let us be thankful that he has been called away, full of years,

and witii accummulated honors.

Let us see the hand of the Lord in all that befalls us ; and

pray to him, " whose arm is not weakened that it cannot save,"

to raise up for us other Washingtons, to lead our armies, and

to inspire our councils.

Patriots of America, and military officers of every name I

view the great example that is set before you. Emulate the

virtues of your departed chief ; and in due time, your heads

will also be adorned with the wreath of honor. Here you will

learn what is true and unfading glory. You will see, that it

is not the man, who is led on by the blind impulse of ambi-

tion ;—who rushes into the midst of embattled hosts merely to

show his contempt of death
i or who wastes fair cities and de-

populates rich provinces,—.to spread far tiie terrors of his name

—who is admired and praised, as the true hero and friend of

mankind ;—but the man, who, in. obedience to the public voice,

appears in arms for the salvation of his country, shuns no pe-

rils in a just cause, endeavors to alleviate, instead of encrease

the calamities of war, and whose aim is to strengthen and

adorn the temple of liberty, as resting on the immoveable basis

of virtue and religion. The voice of justice, and the voice of

suffering humanity, forbid us, to bestow the palm of true valor

on the mad exploits of the destroyers of mankind. Our hero's

delight was to save, not to destroy. His greatest glory is, that

with small armies, and the loss of few lives, (compared with the

wastes of other wars) he made his country free and happy.

May America, while she admires his virtues, follow his

councils, and learn from his excellent writings those precepts of

wisdom, which, through the blessing of God, may exalt her to

the highest felicity, and glory !
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May the great disposer of all events, when he takes away

the fathers of our country, who were first in council and first

in arms, raise up others, worthy to fill their places ! And may
he over-rule all that concerns us, for his glory, and the hap-

piness of his people ; and to his name be endless praises.

Extract from an eulogy, on general Geokge Washivcton,

pronounced at Boston, before the American acadeniy of arts

and sciences. Bj John Da vts, A. M,

N common instances of mortality, when a father or friend

returns to dust, we do not take our final adieu, though the

funeral rites be accomplished. Grief first admits, then invites

consolation, from conversing on the lives of the deceased : a

recapitulation of their virtues and of their meritorious adions

is like Ossian's music, at once, " pleasant and mournful to the

soul."

When the father of his country ; Avhen a nation's friend de-

scends to the grave, it is fit that public commemorations should

minMe Avith private condolence : that we should frequently re-

cal to view his reverend image, and repeat our votive honors to

him, who was never weary in contributing to our happiness.

With such impressions, my literary fathers and friends, you

have appointed this solemn meeting : with such impressions on-

ly, could I prevail on myself to attempt the task, which it has

been your pleasure to assign to me.

Death has frequently taken a distinguished vidim from the

circle of your association. You have mourned the loss of the

venerable Bowdoin, your revered president, your liberal patron,

the friend and promoter of all that was excellent and pure : the

public spirited, the munificent Hancock : the classical, eloquent

Cooper : Clarke, in whom shone forth all the beauties of holi-




