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R ,{,».To'mgn"fl R |
~ Rev. Mr. Davip Bostwick,
& NEW.YORK.

- Reverend and dear Brother, = . o
, OST gladly I embrace the prefent Opportunity,
- to as{wer your Requeft, viz.' *“ That I would
¢ give you a brief Account of the Rev..Mr. Occum’s
¢ Education, Chara&ter, and fitnefs for his defigned
~ $ Miffion :"*---Moft gladly,---becaufe, 1 am not without
Hope, that it may have fome Influence, to promote one
wﬁz moft important  and beneficent Defigns in the
ofld : As'I am well affured it will, if by Means
thereof,’ aﬂz, well difpofed Perfons ‘fhall be’ excited tq
contribute the more liberally toward upholding ‘and fup-
: 'ﬁdrﬁng Mr. Occam, in his Miflion among the aboriginal
Natives of America 3 and any of them by the Bleffing of
‘God upon his Labours, for that Purpafe fhould be ruly
cvangelized. Lo R RE R R
To make Ufe of Mr. Occum’s own Phrafeology, He
‘was brought up a Heatben till he entered upon the eigh-
teenth Year of his Age : At which Age, he began to
feck after an increafing Acquaintance with the Englifh
Tongue ; and to labour after being indottrinated in the -
Chriftian . Religion.. But before the Expiration of this -
“Year, (which he calls the Year of Salvation to him) he
Tays, that he can but hope, *“it pleafed Gop to reveal
his Sdn Jesus' Curist, in him and to him,” in 2 |
IR TTEO e e e o0 - fpiritual
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‘he believes, the holy Spirit illuminated Bis
enabled him to behold the_divinely d@oﬁops‘
‘Faith, ‘and_ inclined him to chgf. and choofe, at his

R (-vi) L

fpritval and faving Manter. He'had ot this Tne, & _
olear, powerful, and pra&tical ConviGtion of the maral
Pollution of his Nature, and of the great Defilement of
his Life, by actual Sin ; of his loft, miferable and undone
State by Nature 5 of his utter Inability to liberate himfelf
from this deplorable Condition 4 of his Unworthinefs to-
be hclf’d.naad‘_of the Juftice of Gop i his - fimal and
cternal Reje@tion. And having with deep Solicitude,
and Anxioufnefs of Mind, surnéd every Stone, and tried
every Expedicnt,within the Compafs of bis Power, by’
the Ufe of Means, in order to dbtain Salvation, found
thereupon, an abfolute Neceflity of refigning himfelf up -
to Gob, as sightful Lord; and an infinise Sovereign, who
might fave or deftroy him' forever, as he pleafed : And

_thus fubmiting to Gop, as merciful, and could fave, and

iu& if he calt off and deftroyed ; at this folemn Seafom,
gﬁml, and
Sbiedts of

laft End, and chief Good, through the divine Mediator
Curist Jesus. ' From which Time to the prefent, he -
ferioufly profeffes, to have found a great Cbagc wrought
in the Temper, Bias, and Inclination of his Soul ;. turn- .
ing of it from Sin " to Helinefs, frons the Creature to.

 Gop.  He obferves, that among other Npgz.zﬁzﬁhg '
ighe, the

to View at this Time'; he faw in an affelting
infinite Reafonablenefs of dedicating himfelf, entirely.and .

abfolutely, to Gon' the FatER, Son and HoLy Grost,

as his Owner, ‘to be difpofed of by him, " as his Ruler,

to
- obey him, as his Benefactor and chief Gaody thaqkf:dly :

to depend oq him, and love him, and live to him, ashis
ultimate End. And allo, that while he lopked: ppqn“:
Kinsfolk, ¢ as perithing for Lack of Vifion,” he founs
within himfelf a bleeding Tendeinefs of Heart, aod urine-
terable Bowels . of Compaffion toward them : Which
excited in him,* ardent Defires after becoming under
Advahtage to promote._ their Infbru&ian, in the Knows |
edge of the Chriftian Religion, and to_befriend them
rith Regard o their etermal Salvation,——Hearing dt:;:
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| md M, Elecsar Wheclock, Minifter of the Gofpel

& Labanox, : had 2 Number of Youth-under his Carg
and Tusion Mr. Qcoum, carncftly requefted of him, the
Fawoyr of becoming ane of the Number ; which, after

‘Examination, was readily granted. Mr. Oman,
Iived about three Youws with the Rev. Mr. Wheelock,
and pne’ Year with the Rev. Mr. Pumroy, Minifter of
the Gefptl at ' Hebron,—profecuting the Study of the

"~ Fnglih, Latin and Greck Languages 3 and alfo con-

sraltod fome’ Acqumintanec with the Hedrets, — During

' this Time, Mr. Occom, made fuch Progrefs in Learning, -
* that he was- fo well ficeed for Admittance'into College,

(which was ‘defigned) that he_ doubtlefs ‘'would have
entered upon His fccond Year, at his firft Admiffion. But
through intenfe Application to Study,- he very much
weakened his Eye-Sight, fo that *twas judged prudest -
for him to defift from fevere Study for 2 Time : Afrer
fome Months Thial, finding his Eye-&ght ftill rentained
fo weak - 3¢ not to admit of hard Study, ’twas thought

qémfewlp.dut e fhould enter upon the Bufinefs of
lpecping Sehool : Which he accordingly did among the
" Jdians at

who live ‘upon the Eaft Ead of

" ﬂmm to whom he has been very . bcncﬁaal,bfpc-
 &ially so.the Youeh and Children there.

‘Aponrt 3 Year and a Half before Mr. Oceum's Ord:-
mwn, the Revesend Affociation of #indbam Ceumy,
w the Colony of Cosmeliions, gave him a Licence to
preach, ap 2 Cendidate for the Gofpel Miniftry, and
m him to wa:eﬂrthe d:c fef?l"' Ordmatwélon. in :afe e

propor. wings were tranfaQing, -
fovessl Lestars came to Hand, from our worthy :Ed
dear Friend, the Rev. Mr. Davies, (ﬁnce Prefident of

- New-Ferfoy College, and we truft now in Glory) warmily

Wwgig ‘Mr. Ocesm’s Ordinaticn, with a View to his
geing upon & Miffion among the Cherokers butm;

- taking an unbappy Tuem, and ‘engaging in 2 War

ws, thas Dofign was obftruted. Woe received the Infor-
mation af tl't ﬁdlous Condufl of the Cherebee Nation,

» few. Doyabetarc tlic Time appointed by :he&dbyufty;f
. , R : ;‘ (o]
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for Mr. Oréum’s Ordination ; nevertheie’fs, thiat Was no€®
preventive of it 5 for 2 Metion had been' made for his
entering, upon 2 Miffion among the Mobawks 3 dnd
there are fcveral Tribes of. Indians on' the Continent,
and alfo upon, this Ifland; that :he could’ minifter unto

occafionally ; and it was hoped that Gop' in his Providence,:

in due Time, would open an effeGtual Doot fot his Ufe-
fulnefs, among them who dwell.in the lederncﬁ.

Whereispon; the Prefbytery’ finding of him,:upon due
Examination, pofleft ‘of a hopeful Meafure of neceffary’

- Qualifieations therefor, proceeded to fepatate him:to the
‘Work of the facred Mlmi’crv, accordmg to Gofpel-Ruld

and Order. -

From which Time to the prefent, hc bas pnm:npaﬂy"
preached to the Indians -at:: Montauk 5 who, 1 fear wilF
foon perceivé {ome iamcntabie I:‘ﬂ"c,&s bf his. Dcparturc’
from them. . - S
. *T1s now eleven or . twelvc Year fince. Mr Omtw

hasofficiated in, the Quality of a School-Mafter ; -during’ -
which. Tirtie, he has been : miaking Proﬁc:ency in the:

. various Parts’ of Learning, which ferve'to qualify, in
their Place, for- preaching:the Gofpel, which all along he

has had in View. - But his Progrefs in Learning has been'

- much retarded, and his Ufefulnefs greatly embarraffed, forr
Want of due Support,”‘and : thereby Freedom from
wordly Cases. and Avocations ; .yet - he: hds “improved’
Time with fo much -Vigilapee and Induﬁry, as'to become-
pofiett of 2 goad Degree of ufeful Learhing ;:and ‘has
been’ improving to geod Purpofe in: the Chrittian Llfe'
He is endued with no fmall Degree.of K.nowledge
holy Scriptures:; and, in .the whole of: ‘his Depo rtment,
he exhibits ample Evndencc, that e hzs a liwng Fatth’
within, of divine Truths.. : .

As a.Preacher of the Go[pcl be feems al“yvays to have
before h:s Eye, the great: End of .the Miniftry, the Glory'

“of Gob, and the Salvation .of Men. . As; the Mattsr of his'
Sermons is defigned for the: ‘good of . Souls 5 o his. Way
of Expreffion is proper- to' that -End. Heé ufes. great

'lamnefs of Spccch, and makes clofe Applicadon.of Trutht

©

~
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‘¥4 the Confcience.; which you well know. Sir, that
thquggh this is not fo. to thofe, who sre Joth t¢
ve their Minds imprefled with a juft Senfe of the
 Weight of Things eternal 3 hot fo pleafing to thems

- Wwho form ‘s Talte rathet for the Flowers of Oratory,

~ ghan for the fubftantial Food of the Sah¢tuary ; yet *ds that
Method of preaching which is beft adapted to do geod to
the Soulsof Men; and upon which, the Loxp is pleafed
to command his Blefing. ~ Thofe, who have had Oppor-
tunicy to obferve, take Notice, that his Manner of Expref”
fion, whenhe preaches to the Indians, is vaftly morenatural
’nd free, clear and eloquent, quick and powerful, than

- ..tis wont to be, when he preaches to others. Asan -

Inftru&or of the Indians, he makes frequent Ufe of apt
' nngd fignificant  Similitudes, to convey and illuftrate
ruth : Such a Mcthod of conveying' Ideas, you kunow,

i, is natural to Jadians in general, and therctore, doub-

lefs, as pleafing as *tis natural. ' -
. In Prayer, his Solemnity and Reverence are becoming
bne that beholds him who is invifible : He appears
eminently enrich’d with, a Spirit of Adoption ; and fcems
Often indulged with mych holy Freedom of Accefs to
the Thtone of Grace; - His Mind is chiefly intent upon, -
find his Heart much . drawn forth, ‘in Defires after thofe

- Bleflings which are infinitely ‘the - moft excellent and

ienggn?nt-, o | g

' He adds Force to the Doftrines he preaches, by the
‘previiling Charms of an unfpotted Life, and a Conver-
fation as becomes the Gafpel. From the Time that he
‘hopefully expetiented a faving Change, to this very Day,
he has been preferved from that Sin, which feems to be
the Indians' Confitution Sin 3 and from every Sin, that
Is commonly called fcandalous ¢ In all Refpeéts, he has a
ncgative Goodnefs; and fhines in the pofitive Beautics of
- Holinefs. ' In thort, he is an Ornament- to the Chriftian

~ Religion, and the Glory of the.Iadian Nation,

Mz. Occwm s well acquainted with the Nature and

Effence of Religion,. as it eminently confifts in a Confor- -

mity of the whole Sowl to the moral Excellencics of C'::i
- ‘ LT T mmemhen Lo N i g R LT LTS - i
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& !us Wﬁ‘ ns ﬁmnd in npcn k‘ wie
g?iabhghcd in the ge icf of diyine ’ Trfth 3 an é fs g({ frorlg
;ethg ip d naked- a.ngl cold A{Tcnf ;hcrcto, he I‘gbour%
after, and appears‘a Cearally. ppﬂ'el’; of a cF‘rt
the Life and power ¢ of Godlinefs 3 as a i
,ﬁalous and happily frée from an enthuﬁaﬁxc{c urn o

md § an Att:un}pent,#c bcﬁcvc, Sir, as truly exceﬂcnt
as s ukful apd rare,” Hg .is indeed " well pleafed with
raxfcd pnd holy’ rcllgnoqs Agr‘gc‘hons, as the. Rcful: of 3
Propomonable Degree’ of mummatlonb Mind, and a;
they powcrfu}l mguc ¢ to practical | ohncfs, and excits
fo a permane { g.Vr)Le nets to. the . Scmc and’ G}ory of
.Goo There 1s therclore; Ja‘t Gtound(o c;cvc. ‘that a3
;m an'tru&or of ;hg[ athgn, he will teagh them the, 'fru‘;
as it is ‘in T ESUS 3 ;fnt he will be far. from rci’cm&
them in " the FZrm of Knowfcdgc, and mere cxtcrné}
Reformation 3 without prcﬂing upon thcm tﬁc abfolutc
Neceflity of Regengrasion, by the holy Spirit’s Operat
fion ; and, thzrcupon, tﬁc Ermts pf cvmgchca] and
umvcrfal Holmeis L

AND now,. . er, from” thcfc broTc:'n ﬁmﬂs and tbai
agrceaLlc pcricnal fmcrv;cw, r f%)pofc you wxll likel d¥
havs with Mr. Occum, when‘thefe Lines come to "Hand,
: ;you “will no’ oubt, judgc fot yourfc'lf, as to hxs Quah&'—
cations and Fitrefs for the Miffion he 1§ cntenrg upon .

My "known. Affection to M{ Qccums, may pcrhaps
~ incline fome to conclude, th;ac am grqu:ccd in hig
Favoar, “and’ therefore am excel’ﬁve in’ giving thefe
‘Sketches., of . his Charater : *Tis true, that_ 1 am riot
athamed ’the W orld fhould know, that my Heart loves
r}nm 3 thag'T, rqmcc in the Grace of Gop conferred upo
}um 5 that I aimirc the Pearl of Gofpcl Gracc, that is
»{Et, not in the H;art of a Noblcman, but in the Hcaut
of an Indian, otn a Pagan 3 Where it difplays afgnght]v

Beam, ma be ;’ igng S¢mcc, and afford 2 Fun of
Ufcfulaefs 3 and that 1 feek to promote his hejng, unde’r
Advartage’ to -dp much Service in his Day, By v “what
noyy write ; but then'] rifque my Chara&er upan it wit
‘thofe Minilters of'the Gofpel, and private Chrt Vans, wh

Qe
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oquaiked, with, Mr, Omm fo far u,,[
fnow %ﬁ%vc wr;i: a4 0o’ ‘moré thaq E is Jd& apd tl}c
ith Refpect to Bim
1 am"g a&y;o ,ﬁ {Egc\, Sir, n};hat 1n dre chuc&, ¥du
fnbu, yqu fagk oot {«') thich. youf own Sausfa&wa,
op.-heard fo much’ id Mr “Octum's
a{roux '35, :h&‘fltg mation of thale, wh'would gladly
ic | thforatd whal; npouragement tl ere is to pjomote
lum in. ius\ Mllﬁ Ny, op, Accwnt ,pf ic Qualiﬁmpohs
herefor : And at(“ jou onfc a'a foccidl End, an
%f‘quq £Q. the cnevo{ént and truly encro’us‘ Sptdt of
» Chinttinjty ‘that’ nogqxg of an’outward Natiire may De
N yaptw which .m conduch to promotc “his rmpdr-
?nt agﬁ lonops Embaﬂ'y Th;S, Sir, 1 thl: will
fﬁcxendy Ju& iy yo,ur RCQUtﬁ‘ and my &‘ompluance in
iviag (c; muck’ of he, Charadler .of a Mwyc in d’xe
ta{ o Q gfg&lon “and " In' 4 World ot Yo
. muc émptanop, as. ghis in whxcix ‘\n@cr ac f&u’h e,
Wc\h CX oubdcl;s fp:n thougbt, pvhen wc havc Bﬂheld
“fora: jme, ﬁumng ppearances a d Hopeftl'refpldn-
d L /irtucs, at’ Icngth pvercaﬁ ‘with the diftmal' Gloom
. -of | {ror in Dogétrine, or S;andql ifi’ Pralice ;' gHat *tis
: qnough o fay zhc beft Man upon Ea:th ‘by Wa} ‘of
\ Encomium, « A lThmgs as,yat dp P:ah‘ cll and - eXce
lcnt, And we have 1uﬂ'1qcnt Reafon o hope they will do
fo 3 ’ And thys, mgcb I may t;uly)fa Witk R peltita
.,..‘.’“}' Year Bro;h,cp Vir Qécum.  Ami al\ thhé‘ é’f
dpnaur. he, ucchvcs from” tﬂa?y ﬂﬁf dd
11 s | ﬁ)me » Ipcular Friend th pSfc eﬂia m
i’ danger he is ip of réceiving Ty ury, '{‘ :
ride y not bccaufc ;hqx Ec the Ap ai'anc 6f it in m.
bdt,a,s, ppg xg Sata vcr¥ a&wc m hxsq‘fcm patiohs,
epdu at,he wopld exert. ?mocgilq el ' filfing
., dntg S prcvcn;w o hls Uf % thaq he ouT la-
s procore the Rall df onty other. Chri i§n§ hot
5,ﬁc[y)to a& a Pﬂ{‘ dc*&ru&we to ?ﬂs néﬁ ; r.
x thm, 78 not uqagyr,chqnﬁvc of ﬁa.ngcr from thrs Quar«
. ter p e ore qu with becom g e& and retams

‘. Xiuh & waLbeul ,tyc,“ gbat ncgﬁfu xhortat:gg to” all
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[ Giians, Lot bion thar finds eke Teed Tt
'::all " ;dHu Heart fay; d:!mm, lto that dm;ie Sentence,
ummarily expeeflive of the Whole Defign of the Goff
‘s5. [ et him that glorieth, ‘glory ‘in thﬁegli.drd"’ WF:?I:
‘Pleafure he adagzts that Declaration of the Apoftle, To
“defcriptive of Self-emptinefs,—* T am, what | am, by
.'the Gracc of Gos May fuch Gracé e:al Language
.ever have a genume 'Flow, from’ his and earts | -
It yet remains that 1 obfervc,, that Mr Occum has'a
Farmly, confifting “of a Wife and fig Children ; hec has
! one Son at School, upder the Caré and Inftrucion of the
" Rev. Mr. Wheelock ; (who has atonfidersble Number of
.Lpdzcm Lads under his Tuiton, that promife well for
. eminent Ufefulnefs in ¢heir' Day,’ by the Blefling of Gon')
. From the firft of Mr Otcam’s comming ta mauk he
. has been fo falthfully engaged in keepirig School, that-he
' has been able” to” do byt lictle for the Support of ks
Famlly + He has ;ndecer re¢eived about Twenty Pounds
per Ammym, from the Gentlemen’ iommnfﬁonm it Bafton,
, —and:a few T vacc Donatnqns, om partieular Ftieiids,
all. cé;ch, hath, in. na dug Meafure been equal to' the
fy ,Expcnces of his Family.; fo that in orderto it’s
Suppprt, he is becomg inuch nmiolv'd in Debe 3 and
 ‘therefare he fands in Need of canfiderable charitablé and.
|bcra.l Donagons,, .in order ta thé lechar e of Debts.
 already neecfTarlly ' contraéted, s well “as for the prefént
Su_ppert of his Family, and for his own Experices, While
gngagcd in’ his' Miffion.—1t verily ‘feems “a ‘Thonfand
T‘mes, that Mg Oicum’s Ufefulnels thould be’ flung awdy,
for he Want ‘of this'due Sypport § éfpetially in this Diy,
‘in w'hnch - very glorious Prof’pé& ‘opens ta View, for
cvange amg Mplt;tude; éf tf\e Hear lmt and Bcrcby “for
Ins dq;ng ‘much for Gen’s, Ho, qm' and ‘Men sSalvanon.
. While there are 16 fany ‘Chr fians, Who, daily " ply the
'I‘hrone of Grace, did pray’ fot the, mAgnMcemE:ﬂargcménc
af (he divine'ﬁem EMER’S ngdom én’ion Meh ; -’we
hopc,we muyft m‘Chanty hope, that thefr“ilbera}‘Ddhmbns,(
' !p,pl;omcm: T ;opaganon of the joyful Tidings of Sal-
vatiop among the Heatlién,; Willagréeand correfpond with
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thelr folemn Prayefs : Surely we’ ficed mot Fefitatea
-‘Moment, whether ’tis poflible to homour Gop, in 3 more

- excellent: Way, ‘with our worldly Subflancg.em—  §
" AND now, my dear Sir, I can fcarce lay my Pen afide,

- il I-have, ulit.en tb:fLihmy.' and: ;,ece;l::g.. the Pll!:ﬁsre,
of expreffing fome of our joyous Profpects, our harmo-
. -niiingp Hopes, and ofir hedrty Withes.  We receive the
- Information as well authénticated, that the:Oseida Jndians
.~ (to whom Mr. Ocesm: is: goihg) make thefirft Motion
- themfelves; and carneftly réqueft thar'a -Gofpel Minifter
~pmay be fent among thedii;fe&ey'promife- to .receive him
: with Joy, to treat him with Refpect, and to.hear him with
- Candour. - They have already' colle®tsd two or three
* Mundred  Dellars, which they. Defign,’ (with others
to be ‘colle@ted) to imprdve for.erefling a Meeting-
" Houfe, that therein- théy may unite in: the Worfhip of
* the -trye-and- enly Gop. - They hope their Coufins the
"t Fufedroras-will join with them in receiving the Gofpel :
" So that the Profpeét is - hopetul, that Gop has a Defign
* of fpecial Mercy towardy them. Awnd upon the agreeable
- Suppofition, that: the Gofpel fhould. berome the Power
-7 of Gob to their Salvatien, *tis quite-hopeful the . blefled
" Leaven will fpread, and'be diffufed far.-and wide among
-~ the Featben Nations : Ahd how “* this:Grain.of Muftard-
- Seed'rizy grow, and ‘increde. ‘and - fpréad,’” Gop only
"~ knows. ‘When we take aView- of the “fignal Succefles
 ‘the Lord or Hosrs, -hath givén: to: Britid and
= dmerican “Forees, .efpeeially - when iwe call to Mind-the
< “moral ‘impediments that were in the:"Way': tharesf, and
- she Mannér in - which:Gop. hath wrought, -the Wonder
“ -and-the Profpe@t grows upor us ; thas he hath 2 Defipn

3t this Time, to fpread the the Name ‘andi Fame of the

grid’ dear IMM anbeL among: the Heatbes,. in
' thef¢ Entlsof the Eamth.~ =% .t 1.

- E W Fejoree in Hopé, thar all thofe who are replenifh’d
* “with géneroas and -aclive Zeal for the Gloty of Gop,the
" Honout of ‘Carrs,-and the Salvation of Men,. will foon
" fhate 1y the fublime J8y -and:Satisfaltion of hearing, that
+< they % who-dwall in th& Wilderpefs,’? - heas of, tryft in,

“iglorionis
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sbow Befbres anB-yield unielgngd Subjeltion todgerind -
iKing:of: Zied. . Asd: a8 candygive e thereto, mp;gw: :ﬁ
hope, that-a. genebdus' Scliemie m@l foon b fe nF
SbF. fonﬂmg*t Sheiety In. thefe Parts, 1o recoivg g np-
sions 'ahd Gomtriburions, wish, .Defign to” promate : the
“Educitian of Indian Yomhﬁ the. Supgouof
sMaftérs. wmg ‘hﬁ Indi ”uithgt)plarlb“w;
»Books, and in-due Time » €3¢, and efpegially, with
ra. Defign.bo propjote :the. L’rqmgamn of ghr; fw zzd
+séinang the Eratben; by the,dueSupport of well qualiicd
- Miffionaries, ot that bonrficens and glarious Pprpofe, J’t

o WARN-we vecolled ehte tragic, Scencs of Yoy s p
=otr Forts-detolithed or burnt to; A,fhes, u @gx
: 10 Riecesy vur- Gowtrymcn, A Numbers, gﬂ ]

r rolled in Bload, asd ghe. lnf ing: Foc, fpre

- mangled 5—and call to;: Ming, MW th VPIFC 8t

" casioh- and -Woe; wis  heard /in; qur %tgce:.sJ Hpg he

«Hleaits . of Muldtudes, were failiog them for _Fear, while

- ‘they ‘headd the. cnnﬁfed Npife; of Warg Garmeats
eag{m g«:@a-

«ition .3nd Ruinell aroynd | . And when. we semember; w a;

- \adifmal; Storm febm’d gathering folt dpon ys;

1 2wl - Fates, -threatening; of. us, with - Priyagion, 0 qur

-:mordly” Subfianee} .obr mﬁmahlc Privileges,, civil 3nd
" facred, dnd-4lk in this World, that ought - to. e she. moft
' dear: o 08,1, Licboding, 3s if Ignprance and S‘qp¢rﬁmon,
» Slavery: andll‘ ion, woyld: ﬁonpch'mcad thefe Re-

I* -glons ofI.:ghl aad-Liberty ; and when at the fam: Timpe,

b

= 'wh fecoguifies that notmchﬁandmg the  Demerit of o our
Critnes, juft-at.this momenptows,Crifis, the ,pr?,q Ar

- ‘the Goo of -Salwationts, by Miracles.of Providence, ga -

s

.admirabld Train of ; gloriqus; Dsliveranges,

- tered mighty Fosces, diverted the Storm, and rgough gan
ppﬁpvc
- Qalrations §dr ug-w I oblgrve, . wlgcn we Yiew and review
_ thefe Things, we can but hape, that furnithed thh an
“jercftable: Tadin -of ‘Mutives and . Obligations, . Praxfc-

: worthy .Chanity wall be xeﬂc&ed from Brealt tg Brcgft
- And ‘that' W, thall {ee Ghriftians, though i fgme leffer
-~ Mageers of differing Qpiipns, -agrecing harmoniguly in |

this trply gentroysidnserefting and importagy Work, giz. -




{x )
éonﬂ'x'Bﬂnn’g “l‘ibc‘fa!ly toward prometing the utcn
of \’3 glid T of Saluation ‘among the Heat na

wﬂh for theCodifoerof having: Reafon
to bchcve, tha aif who>have Inferel. 4t gb Lbrone; of
c:,.ue- lpncb p. P ayer. to :he Lq;n of the
3 e woq mf ip, thcre T
RB’I[ o carry th; L| t of oflods Gofpel
, }]}mg.}' ge&, gpc} u’own M‘:mﬁrmons
gxt gqr n.,ucc
bW, at in hnfwcr to 3 mt ofPrzyer
outin a dF czlcﬁl "ﬁom ‘Uploh-Beficv éﬁ,thé
Kingdom df our Liogd (,; RIsT, among Men, e
be enlarged intenfively and enfively V3t the Heatben
.Nations, whq. haye bgql ot - Lcnath of Time, overcaft
with raylcfs Gloom, ‘an ighted-with Shadows of

Dcat d cnhy,cn °d, By that glorievs
L b‘ mixcﬁ hr%?ou bt ‘Life- and" mortality to
E lght atthey; who have been refident ¢¢ in the

Pic in wh%x-c{: th:?e 1§ novhiving %ter," may fee Rivers
bpen’d g lu# h Places; and Fountains in the Defart, that
they may tafte the' Weetnefs, and feel the falutary Refreth~
‘ment of the Fountain of Life, that they may drink copi-

- pus D,;au its of thofe l};}avetﬂy Streams, the livirg
f-ohe Saa&infy s73nd by themtdms qévckenéd

- punﬁcd comfortcd and live for ever. Thdk Prodigal

Pagdn:, who, for niimerous Ages, have been wandering
far from the Fatber of Mercies, and living without fpm—
tual Food for their Souls, may now bebold ¢ a barren
- ildegnefs turn’d inrg a fruitful Field,”” aud find them-
felves furnifhed with living Bread from Heaven, i orter
to nourifh them up in the divine Life, and fecure them
the Poffeffion of immortal Blefiednefs and Glory : Anct
" thenceforth celebrate.-the divinePraifes, *till the Praife
reaches Heaven, ans oins the Sorgs of Angelsard glo-
rified Spmrs, and th£C011ﬂs abbve eccho backthe Ho-
fannas, ’til all that hath- Breath thall praife the Lorp, in
that the eternal Sox of the etgrnal FaTHER, according fo
Promife made to him as Mediator, hath the Heathen for
an Inheritance, and the uttcrmo& Parts of the Earth for
a Poffeffion. , King
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- King' Jéhvs reighs, and fpreads blsglarlousl'-‘ ,

Tl:‘cs fayage Nations know, andtruft his Namc‘?“ i
~ Triumph’ y& Saints }-Ye Angels Itnkzthc—l.yl'c!

I everiaﬁ:m; Praife, let AL confpire [ ,

- Dear Sir, 1 forget myfelf, ‘the pleafing Theme hay
mnfporgcd me beyond the Limits I had prefcribed to my
Mind : Pardog Prolixity, and the Inaccuracy of myt
Thoughts and Pen ; a T fhali ‘add no more, only thag

~ you are at Liberty to make fuch Ufe of what 1 havd
now wnttcn, asxyouihall Judge propet§ fton.dn Hand

'of; ‘ L.
\ Meml ami bmj Str, " ~{ i ', o
' ':' ‘ ‘ : our qﬁﬂmmte B‘mber
.Iu tbc Woerk of tbc Ctﬂj!mu M'm%; ..
e T dnd ;qcr fattbﬁd Frmul
A ’% - S

’*"""“"“'_ SAMUEL BUELL. »
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PREFAC

o ! LTHO? fooh after the Délivery of the enfuing!

E.
Sermen, undeniable Importunity prevailed upon
me to confent to its Publication-by the Prefs,

- yet I deferr’d for 2 Time, as hoping divihe Pro-

“vidence would open a4 Doler for Mr: Otcum, to enter upori

a M#on among the favage Nations in the Wildernefs :

And that Hope not beingjin vain; the Sermon under Pro=

sife; as now more fitly timed, comes to Hand frem the'

Prefs. Having. afferted therein fome Things diametriv

cally .oppofite to that: Scheme-of Principles which fome

Men embrace, 1 fhall meet with ho Difappointment, if I

tome under their Cenfure. All Men don’t fe¢ [hings

in the fame Point of View 5 yet ’tis :a common Profefs
ion, we muft think for curfelves, ~+ .. - 1 - -

Iy oo

) Hane veriampetimufgue damufgii vicifim.:
* Tn the following Sermor I have freely declared it ay
ny Opinion, that Men whp enter upon the holy Miniftry,
6ught to know the Lorp JEesus Curist faviogly. If dny.
fhould cenfure e, ‘as chargeablé with Arrogancy,’ think
that 1 affere Poinfs tob beldly, and chat 1 affe® Singu-
. Parity ;1 have this to fay in general, that had I aimed at
bBeing a Man-pleafer, 1 mighe have ef¢aped their Cenfure,
- I'freely acknowledge, that many who agree with me
in point of Printiple, would doubtlefs have done far
greater Juftice to the Subje@, ard have handled it to
Vaftly better Advantage. I faid that Days fhould ipeak,
and mukitude of Years %ould teach Knowledge. Ifound -
. - T . : N .
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no Anfwer 5 the Stage_-being clear, 1 faid I would tfzcw
mme Oplmon

In pu&] co dz/Erzmme omnis Homo miles ejl .

When I preach’d the Sermon,: 1 had juft Reafon tor
fear, that a Decay of the Lite” and Power of Godlinefs
aTong us, and the Prcvalcrcy of Arminian l’rmc:ples
in forne Pliccs; would unhapyily prepare the Way . for
fome Men ;to grow mgore bold. then ever, in oppoﬁr;g
divine lrI‘rmh and experimental Religion 5 and a# a native
Cenfequence, the rext Thirg would be their tZEen and
watm ‘W ppofincm to the Examination. of Candidates for
the Gofpel . Minift-y, as to their experumental Acquain-
‘tance with: Re¥gion.  For ifiMen can once imagine, that
the Gofpel.dees nat require favirg Grace, or which is the
fame: Thing, " the. faving Krowe(ge of the LorD, as &
necefTiry Qu lification. in Candidutes,-~-what fhoul@hin~
der,: but -that, as /Aromiwians, they drop all Preterce to
the Examimution of Candidates, upon the Roint of theip
experimenta] /hcquaintance. with divine T ruth; by ef-
cacious and Aovercign Grace. JIn: the View of rthefe,”
and fuch Jdoe Things (fadly: ominious to the Church-of
Chrift,) 1 was, and am willing, according to. my fmall*
Ability, aod:dphere pf Influence to give a  aveat againft’
threatening Errors, to declare Truth for -the Efablifh~:
ment of fome, and to offer Matter of Convition to
others : Agd whéther it be judged too.affumirg, of not, -
1 anp as y(r. apprs,hcn,ﬁvc, itha | dxdﬂnpt {gar where there

i$'no Dang S
R £ cenfured as aﬁ'emm thvs, Nar\d oth»r P(,xrts too:
boldly, fmall Apology miit fuffce. 1 own. real Modefty,
n aﬁ'cftmg Pomts proletly duhlou to be graceful 3,
but filfe qucﬁ , goncealirg or betra\ irgthe Truths .ck
the Goffel, " is dtotﬁ inable.  * ].have believed,” and]
affign’d the’ ‘R eafons why I thus belicve, and have fpoken
plainly, and wholaever will, may ¢all this fpeaking boldly..;
‘As a Chiiflian Mtni{’rcr,l thlr,k mylelf under the ﬂrorgc{t(
* Obligaticns to “fpeak ‘ouit 'my Pnncuplcs epenly, ‘and fo.
Ronettly : And as %Behcvcr to declare, the. xmggr;ant

ruths




P REF A CE. i
T ruths of the Gofpel of my LorB-and Saviour, boldky.
:Let him that hefitaies, *and cannot anfwer this Quettion,
*¢ What is Truch 2. Speak doubdolly. Let Arsinisns
dealk and peep in the Lark, and as well as they-can by
mnfan&ified Reafon, defend their ubhallowed [Frineipies,
‘which cannot bear the glorious Light of Divine revealed
‘Truth. Let Trimmers with the Times, -obférwe their
needful Decorums, and be fure to fpeak modeftly, and
Wwith a bright Eye watch narrowly, or -they may lole
their beloved Popularity. . Bue let the Minifters of the
enthron’d Savievr CHeisT Jefus the Lorp, who know
Golpel Truths -in ther Life-giving and’ transformi: g
Yower, as illaminated . by the Hory Grost, ¢ Preach
the Kingdom of Goo, and tecach thoe Things which
concern the Lorp Jesus Catrist with all Confidence.”’
Wl'? pernicious Lrrors are advanced and difpured for,
and important T'ruths reje&ed and difpured againft ; with
Zcal awaken’d to Fiame we will tg {peak our Opinions,
, with the Reafops of thean, with' an undaunted Parrhefia,
with a noble Boldnefs, winlt we plead the peecipus Caufe
of Goo, and dear Zion. When Traths. that- greatly

. %oncern the Honour of Gan, the Glory of CarisT, and

the Salvation of Men, . are concealed or betrayed, given
yp or oppofe; tan the Miniters of che liv,bng W ord,
appear as void of fucred Fervor, as lifclefs Statutes ?
* Can they im.gine that Gop or his Prophets, that Carist
or his Apotties, inftru@ed Men in the -modith Art . of
Keeping Silence ¢ -Or can they dream, that Love Divine-
fenc Preachers among Men to palliate Gofpel - Truths 2.
No ; furcly. We have renownced the hidden Things of. .
Dithonefty :---We fpeak as in the Sight of Gan v+ We:
have the Teftimoay of Jesus to keep ps in-Countenance, -
and are not athamed of his' Gofpel,---which giveth Bold--
nefs againft chat. mniverfal Fire, which fhall melt. the
Elements, and fhrivel up the Heavens like pRo}t of
Parchment. = .. - . e

. Ir cenfured, as holding an Opinion for thefake of
Singularity, I diftard the Thought, as I dobeinga Lati~

#udinarian, for the gain of Popylarity, “1am c;uitc. fure.

ole 2,




iv. 'PREFACE

that in the prefent Cafe, T am far from being fingular In_
~my Opinion - Many of my Fathers and Brethren, I well-
know, hold the fame Principle. And all Men of any
- tolerable Reading in Divinity, know that numerous

Divines; in various Ages, moft renpowned for Wifdom

and Piety in the Church of Gop, have been of the fame
. Opinion, I own indeed, that in the Compafs of my -
fmall Reading, I have not, that I remember, feen the
- Point handled by way of methodical Argument, yet cafual
Hints, and plain Declarations, .in Authors, give us their
Opinions : Te quate, would be endlefs. - If numerous
Authorities may add Force, and ferve tq confront Op-
ponents; the Balance is in my Favour.

Vis wnitar fortior, '

In Confequence of the foregoing Principle; in my®Ser-
mon, -1 have infifted upon the ftrit Examination of
Candidates, ---as to their Acquaintance with experimental
Religion : For 'tis quite b=yond me to comprehend, how
to feperate here, with Confiftency. Neverthelefs, we
find that Men will fometimes make the Conceffion, that
Candidates for the Gofpel Miniftry ought favingly to
know the Lorp, and yet don’t care to admit that they
thould pafs an Examination, as$ to - their experimental
Religion. Here I would take the Liberty to obferve =
That upon this Conceflion, that the Gofpel does require
faving Grace, as a neceffary Qualification in a Candidate
for the Holy Miniftry, -then he has not a folid Founda-
tion, of Right to engage therein, Pnlcfs he is poffeft thereof. -
And of Confequence, Minifters ought not - to feperate
him to: the Work of the Miniftry, without Evidence
fufficient to found a Judgment of Chriftian Charity upon, -
that he is truly-gracious : For Faithfulnefs to our Loorp,

" does rieceflarily- require, that we have all Réafon to believe
that the Candidate te whom we commit the Miniftry, -is-
qualified as the Gofpel does injoin : And therefore we-
muft havz all the moral Evidence, and Satisfaltion, the
Nature “of ‘the Cafe will admit, that- the Candidate is
traly gracipus.- - The Point their feems to turn upon this*

PR SN
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\ .. Hinge, or upon the Solution of this Queftion, ®ix,
i # How fhall we have all the Evidence the Nature of the
4 Cafe will admit, in order to exercife.a Chriftian Judg-
X -mere of Charity, that the. Candidate is tryly gracious:¢**
n Now, for aPerfon to appear blamelefs, as-touching the
i Law, as St. Paul tells us hedid before Converfion, or as
o) frict a Legalitt as the the, young Man in the Gofpel, whor
h yet lacked the main Thing ; will this, or in other Words,
% - will an Appearance of outward Holinefs of Life, fuffi-
@ «cient for a Kind of mere negative Charity, afford all the
it Evidence fer the Exercife of a Chriftian Judgment of
P Charity, that a Perfon favingly knows the Lorp, thag

the Nature of the Cafe will admit ? If it will, nothing
' farher muft be fought. But if the Nature of “the Cafe.

will admit, that a Profeffion of the Effentials of Chriftian,

Picty, or an honeft Declaration of experimental Religion,

:' as affording fome Degree of Evidence, for the Exercife-
" of a Chriftian Judgment of Charity, that a Perfon faving~
, Jy knows the Lorp 5 then, .in the prefent Cafe,,fuch Pro-.
" feffion, er experimental Religion, muft be fought. . Now,

y whether experimental Religion has init, ordinarily, any
Thing of the Nature of Evidence; and is of Ufe, or ufe--
lefs, as to a Judgment of Chriftian Charicy towards a Per--
fon, .let all judge who prefefs to believe there is fuch a.
Thing as experimental Religion, and that the Bible in-.
forms us what it is. o -

. TuaT I may be the better underftood by my common.
Reader, I will fuppofe, that he and I were Prefent the.
other Day, at a Seffion of the Preskytery, when the Can-.
didates Tboeodorus and Popularus were examined: We,
had fome previous Knowledge of them both, fo as te have,

~ . an equal negative Charity. —They were afked as to their .

’ Aims and Views ; —As to what they had experienced of.

: the Power .of Divine Truth, convincing, fan&ifing and .

; comforting.—As to a Life of Faith, and Devotednefs to -

, Gon.----And, . ’tis needlefs to repeat,----we remember.

+ RQueftions and Anfwers.---To be fhort, fo faras we could .

judge, (and'we could not help forming fome Judgment).
Rbeodorus gave an.Acco.nnt.of.hi;vcxgcrimcmal Religion,,

and .
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- and aLife of ‘Holinefs,” a8 3 Fruit of Fath'in Coxrst,
~well: agresing with thie Word of Gop : But Poprlaras could
ve nd fuch Seriptursl Acoount of expertmiental Religion
aird Holiaefs, fot lic had none to give. Now if my Rea=
der will acknowledge, that he has more Evidence for a
Judgment of Chartty, that Thesdorus is truly graciouy,
that he has that Populerus is fo, | have gamed the
Point | have purfued. +--* Tis not my Defign at prefenc to
anfwer Obje&ions 3 ¢ What faith the Law and che Tef-
timonies ?-- Heowever, a5 there is one that is Chief, and is

thought by fomie unanfwerable, and as bearing all, that-
¢an ba {aid, down before it, it miay not beimproper here

€0 give it a brief Confideration, - The Objection is this;

“Twis. If favmg Grace is’ reqiirsd in the Gofpel, as a
teceflaty Qualification in a Candidate for the Miniftry,
uie Loxp Crrist would have givan fome certain Rule,
whereby Minifers: might afluredly know whether they:
have fuch Grage, or not 5 but no tuch Rule is given,
thercfore the Gofpel does mot require fuch Grace in thd
Candidate. Now, if there is any Scrength in the Objec~
thon, it lies in theé Truth of this Propofition, viz. Thas
whatever Qualifica:ion the Golp:l requires ina Caindidate,
the Lorp CHris¥ has given fome cercain Rule, whereby:
Miaifters may know whether he has fuch a Qualification,
or not. - If this Propefition is not true, than there is no
Force at allin the Argument. But is there a Divine upon
the Face of the Earth, that will affcrt and ftand to i,

 that chis Propofitionis true ? No ; not one: For all will
own that fome internal Qualifications aré required, fome
Kind of Faith and Sincerity, and all muft owa they have.

1o certain Rule whereby they can affuredly know the hid<

. den Things of the Hedrt : And this id to difown the Pro-
pofition, as to it Truth, and confequently to give up
the Obje&tion, or Argumeént. 1 fuppofe all who make-
the above-mentioned. Obje@ion, againft what I have
afferted, are agreed, to a Man, that the Gofpel does re~
quire in Candidates for the Miniftry, what they call moral
Sin¢erity, moral Sericufnefs of Spirit, and Soundnefs in

the Faith, a: neceflary Qualifications. 1 willnow fuppofe,

elae
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that fome.one, lax m Principle, and rude in- Speech, :be-
comes an Ghjetor againft :my Cbjetors, faying, Gentles
men, you.hald aSet of rigid Principles indeed : Yon
affert thet the Gofpel requires that Capdidates for the
f_iely Miniftry, muft have thefe Qualifications, 'mqrai
Serionfnefs of Spirit, and Soundnefs in the Faith: But thg
orp CnurisT has given you no certain Rule, by which
vou can affurédly know that 2 Gandidate has fuch.Quali~
fications  therefare -the Gafpel does not require thems
Now, what will. my Objeétors do.? To profeis they havg
fuch a Rule, they krow theycannot ; to fay-that C priIsT,
has been unfaithful to his Church they dase .not; ; infalli-
Bility they have pot 5 to givemp their Pringipleythey mufly .
not, for the-Gofptl exprefly requires thefe Quplifications ¢.
W hat can 'they, -what .muft they do-! Tihege.is but one
Thing that can be ,done ronfiftert with commaen Senfeg
and that is 1o acknowledge, that their grand snd beloved
Objeétion, brought aganft the Truths I affest, has .nq

~ Force 2t all in it. Should-they imagine any, it ligs as

wuch againft them, as others : In fhertshe Argument

proves too-mwch, if any Thing, -and -t—hercfmc»notbinF

at ail. 1 am quite fenfible thet the Things 1 affertfall

heavy upon thofe Candidates, who  are not what:they

ought to be, and diflike to be told what they fhould be :--

1 expect their Difpleafure, however, they have my Cam-

paffion, and my Prayers. They no doubt greatly applaud

the Condu@ of thofe Minifters who look upon it

peedlefs to examine Cancidates for the Gofpel Miniftry,

as to their experimental Acquaintarce with Religion =

Yet I take the Liberty to tell fuch Candidates, that if

ever a Sovereign Gop is_pleafed to give them fan&itying
Grace, and imyprefiés their Hearts with a due Senfe of
his glorious Attributes, the Holinefs of his I.aw, the
Purity cf the Gofpel, the Weight -¢f Thirgs Eternal,
ard the immenfe Worth of Souls, they will then'be very
far from an Approbation of the Praftice of fuch Minifters,
upon the Point of which I fpeak ; (not ta fay of their
experimental Religion alfo) or I am greatly miﬁa!q_en.'é
As



vih Y R E F A C E

- A8 to what T have faid, with refpc& to the graciond
Prefence of the Lorp with his Minifters, andCo-opera-'
tion- of the Holy Spitit with their Miniftrations ; whateveg
fome think ; yet the Minifters of Cartst well knowy
that if He wnthhold his Help, no Part of his: W ork can

be rightly’ pcrform’d if He deny h:s ' lciﬁng, the bc{i'

Performanees are in Vain,

"1 have no Apology to malke for the Length of my
Sermor, but’ the Importance of its Contents ; nor for
the Length of my Preface, but with Relation thereto §
and the ‘Timies that are, and are to come,

Anp- fiow, oh my Soul!-With the Friends of Zmn,
ftretch forth the Arms ef intenfe Defir¢, and by Faith take!
Flight, -over Darknefs, lmpurities, Altercations, and
Confufions ; and ‘falute ‘the Dawnings of that glorious
Day of Zion's Light, 'Purity, Harmony, and Regularity,
When the Chur¢h of the Living Gop, will approve of
nothing fhort of thatGofpelFurniture in Gofpel-Minifters,
which has been infifted upon. —

Mean while; my Work is w»th the Lmtn, to whom!
T truft my Metives are approved 5 1 commit it with alf

Humility te his Blcﬂ'mg; and 0 the Praycrs of my Chrifs -

tlan bnends, :

'En'r “HamrTOw, R » T
Mq 10, 3768 ’ o S-: BUEL]{«
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GALATI ANS, i. 16.

IO reveal bis “Son in me, tkat 1 ngbt preach b:m
- among the Heathen; and immediately 1 m:fcrred not

'; thb E’eﬁ and Blaod

m HE Glorious Immanuel, the Meflenger of the
% Covenant, the everlafting Covenant between

T § the Perfons of the. holy Trinity, firft pro~
e ‘claimed the eternal Secret of redeeming Coun-

fel and Love, unto trembling Man in the

Garden: This Revelation the Apoﬁ:lc remarkably- termeth
the glorious Gofpel.  Thus it will appear, if confider'd
as the unalterableDifpenfation of Gop, toward a complete
leplay of the Perfeftions of his Nature and Will ; and °
as the grand Mean for, bringing about the Glory of the
adorable Trinity, and asthe only Conthance foraccom-
phﬁnng the Salvation of loft ‘Man ;.and alfo, thag its -
infinitely 1mportant and amiable Truths, will furnith the

redeemed,and even all'the bright Intelligences above,with ~
fublime Praife and Admiration to all Eternity. If we x
. ferioufly confider Things in this Point of View, we fhall -
be apt to conclude, that the Gofpel muft furely be a

£¢ Scheme of Dogtrines’”” worthy of devout Meditation, *
D 0ogle dcfervmg g
. o

- N . -



deferving the moft cordial Reception; and alfo, calling
for the moft fulemn Manner of Difpenfation ; as by Men
enrich’d not only with do&rinal and fpeculative Know~

lédge concerding our Lord Chrift, and the important -

Truths of his glorious. Gofpel, but alfo-truly adorn’d
and embellifi*d with that Knowledge, which is experi-
mental and praltical; or in other Words, that Fefus
Chbrift be revealed in, and favingly manifefted to them,
by the Illumination and Operation of the Holy Spirit.
‘Tue great Apoftie of the Gentiles; that excellent and
noble Pattemi of Minifterial ' Qualifications and Peifor-
mances, was brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel ; and
-pot only fo, God from Above revealed his Son in him ;
thereby’ making up a ‘mioft “accomiplithing Mixture of
faving divine Knowledge, and folid human Literature.
He had an extragrdinary Call to preach the Gofpel, .and
¢ was furnithed with_ extraordinary Gifts and miraculous
" Powers, the proper Credentials of fuch a Call. Having
preach’d the Gofpel for'a Time to the Fews, and their
Profelytes, without receiving Minifterial Ordination 3
when the appointed Time camé, for the Gentiles to be-
come °¢ Fellow Heirs with the believing Fews,”” St.-
-Paul, and Barnabas hi§ Colleague, were made Minifters
by Divine Defignation, fubmitting to Gofpel Ordination,
~ according to the Diretion of the Holy Gboff.* - But the
‘Things whichi- at prefent efpecially call for our Notice,
are; That as a. neceflary ‘Qualification for preaching the
Gofpel, the Apoftle had Fefus Chrift revealed to him,
and.in him ; and that the great and glorious Subje& of
his Sermons was Fefus Cbriff ; and that he inftantly
obey’d the Call of Gop, to preach Fefiis Chrift to the
tleathen. © | '
- I difeourfing upoh the Words, as I hope not un-
fuitable to the prefent Occafion, by the Divine Affiftance;
1 hall attempt to ﬂiFw; e o

" 1. Wbhat, Revelation and Manifefration” of ‘the Lord
‘Jefus Chritt, that is, which thofe ought 1o have whe
preach Him to others. B : '

: ‘ II, Shew

) e 4
- % SR xiil, 3, 24 3
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1. Sbew what is iyténded by preaching sbe Lerd Jefus

"~ Chrift 20 the Gentiles. e e :

. IIL. I ball okferve that the Galls of GoD 1o engage in

- bis Service, are to ke obey’d withqut Delgy,  And
lattly, - :

- I el make fome Application, by Way bf Addrefs,

F B Al T ugse—

d - 1. THen, I am to thow what Revelation and Mani-
. feftation of our Lord Curist that is, which thofe ought
i " wbe the Sulje&s of, who preach Him to others.

} Prracutrs of the Gofpel, entrufted with the Holy

Miniftry, as a neceflary Qualification, ought to know

the Lord Jefus Chrift, not only by qbjettive Light, or -

the externa) directive Light of Divine Revelation ; but

f alfo by an internal, powerful and faving lllumination of
the Mind, by the Irradiation and Operation of the Holy

. Spirit.. .And fo to become poffefs’d of a Knowledge,
that is not produced by the Power of human Reafon, or
the common Methods of Education or Inftru&ion ; and
therefore a Knowledge not confin’d to the Head, but
feated in the Heart. . An affe&tjonate and fiducial Know- ’
ledge'; “difpofing the happy Subje@® of it to an intire .
Reliance upon the Lord Fefus Cbrift for Righteoufnefs,
Grace, and eternal Life; and to love Him fuperlatively, |
as difcerning his incomparable Beauty, Glory, and Ex-
cellency. A Knowledge that is Sout-humbling, Self-. §
emptying, Soul-transforming, Chrift-exalting; and pro-
dutive of Hatred tp all Sin, and of a fincere, cheerful,
folemn Confecration of the whole Man to the Service, |
Honour, and Glory 'of the Lord Fefus Cbrift.- This is -
that Knowledge, which difpofed St Paul to improve |

. all his_ Abilitics to holy Ends and Pyrpofes ; which put
him upon fubordinating all his ‘natural and acqyired, in-
telletual and moral Accomplithments, unto the Glory
of Chrift, and the Good of his Church : And according
to the Meafure of it received, will always have an an-
fwerable Effe& upon Minifters of the Gofpel. This is

el Kn0wledge, which the Apoftle in Diflin&tion from
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the Form of Knowledge, calls the Savour of Knowledges
* and with Relpe® to which, he accounted all Things
but Lofs and Damage, as in the View of it’s vaft Im-
portance; and tranfcendent. Excellence ;4 and in Com-
parifon with which, he determined to know nothing,

even in Corinth itfelf, the Seat of [.earning and Polite-
nefs§. This js that Knowledge by, which all the Divine °
Perfe&ions are beheld, as they fhine forth in their united -
Glories, with a bright and charming Luftre,in the Perfon,

and Mediatien of our Lord Clriff ; and transform the:
Speltator; in Heart ard Life, into his Holy Image.
THus the Apoftle had Fefus Chriff revealed in him,.
and favingly manifefted to him, before he preach’d Him
to others: 'And this fupernatural, experimental, and
pradical Knawledge of the Lord Fefus Chriff, every

Man ought to be pofieft of, that enters upon the Evan-
gelical Miniftry. Co ; ,

Fogr, unlefs the Lord Fefus Chbrift is thus revealed in,’

_and favingly manifefted unto a Man,he cannot be qualified
for theGofpel Miniftry, as the Word of Gop does require
nor inany due Meafure anfwer the Charatters and Epithets

given to Gofpel Minifters, in the facred Pages. The

‘Word of Gop requires, that Men be Holy who are pug
into the Holy Miniftry ; || - and the Holinefs required is
not meerly relative, but real, and injoined as a neceflary

Qualification for a Gofpel Miniter. The Minifters of -

Chrif’s Church, have a facred Rule of DireCtion given

them, that will abide tho* Heaven and Earth pafs away; -

that they put fasthful Men into the Miniftry : * And ’tis,

* required of Men in the Gofpel Miniftry, that they be -

faithful 3+ and Faithfulnefs in "this Cafe, includes pure,

+ and fpiritual Aims and Intentions for Gop ; and necef-
farily implies the-faving Knowledge of our Lord Cbriff,
and theDerivation of Divine Grace from him. Amongft

‘the many Charatters of the Minifters of the Gofpel re-
corded in Scripture, we repeatedly find this given them,

viz, the Man of Gop :§ This honourableCompellation or .
| Title imports, that a Gofpel Minifter ought to be a Man

greatly’
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. greatly conformed in his Nature to the moral Excellencies’
of Gop, and in a fincere Manner devoted to-his Service
and Glory : And therefore implies faving Illumination in -
the-Knowledge of our Lord Chriff. ' The Holy Spirit
gives the Chara@er ' of Gofpel Minifters, and the Cha-
ra&ter of Men in a State of unrenewed Nature, as ex-

other. Men in.a State of unrénewed Nature, and with- .
out the faving Knowledge of Cbriff, He callsblind, dark,

Men of Goo, f9¢c..  Now can thére poffibly be a greater:
Selecifm in Nature, a more abfolute Inconfiftency in
Terms; than to fay, a blind Watchman, -a Star of
Darknefs, an ignorant Angel, an ungodly Man of Gop '
Men, nor Angels, can’t render thefe difcordant, jarring
Terms and Charattery correfpondent and harmonious.
If withoue the faving Knowledge of our Lord Chriff,
Men _can’t be qualified for the Gofpel Miniftry, as the ’
Word of Gop does exprefsly require 5 nor anfwer the
Characters the Holy Ghoft gives to Gofpel Minifters.--~
The Confequence is plain,--- = '

Y proceed, unlefs Men favingly know the Lord, they
_ can’t covenant with Him, after the Manner He requires, . -

at the Time of folemn Separation to the Work of the
Holy Miniftry, by -Prayer, and the Impofition™ of ‘the

Hands- of the -Prefbytery. At this Time, there is-a = |

Covenant enter’d into with Gop, call’d the Covenant
of Levi;* the Perfon qrdained vows and fwears Allegi-
ance to the Lord, that he will be faithful in the Work .

_ now devolved upon him, as fincerely confecrated to the
” 'Service of Gop. -Now, how can a Perfon thus declare
before Gop, Angels, and Men, that he fincerely gives
vp himfelf to Gob, and promife all good Fidelity; when

. at the fame Time he keeps back. his Heart, and has no¢

the leaft Spark of Grace to enable him to be fincere and ~*

- faithful ? 'Nor does it avail here to fuggeft, that altho®

. he has not gracious, yet lie has moral Sincerity 5 for in
S T Y = T | T SIS TR 1 AU o th SUR S Ry -3

~ tremely diverfe and exceeding oppofite, the ane to the' .

ignorant, ungodly, €. But afcribes to Gofpel Mini- ‘
I?ers the Titles and Epithets of Watchmen, Stars, Angels, -

/
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of ;Hcax:; s and will accept of notthg fhort thereof,

There is not one’ Word in all the Bible that tolerates us,

in fubftitutivg moral Sincerity in the Place of gracious;
nor that permits us to play the Hypocrite er Parafite

with Gob : The Confequence again is plain,

~ MoreoyEeR, if Men who know not the Lord favingly,
enter upon the Work of the Gofpel Miniftry; they can-
not perform the Duties_of the facred Funcion after the
- Manner he requires, nor mect with his Approbation or
Acceptance therein, ’Tis often, and truly faid, that not
Nouns, but Adverbs make good Works ; that 'tis not

meerly doing Bonum a good Thing,. but doing that
good Thing Bene well, which js what ‘the Apoftle ¢alls.

Well-doing. For a Work to be good, as to the Man-
- ner of Performance, and circumftantially confider’d ; it
muft be done, not only according to the declared Will
- of Gop; but alfo muft proceed from the noble Evange-

licaL Principles. of Faith and Love, and be perform’d
with an uﬁimat_c View to the Glory of Gop : But thig
-never gan be, ’till a Perfon favingly knows.the Lord

Chrift ;, confequently the Perfon deftitute of Evangelical

bedience, cannot meet with the Acceptance and Ap-

probatian of the infinite Majefty of all Worlds ; and if
~not his Approbation, then of Confequence difapproved
by Him: A Thqught infinitely thocking! The Minifter,

who knows not the Lord favingly, will neceflarily and
- ynavoidably feck himfelf, fupremely and ultimately. He
fets up himfelf in the Room and Plage of Gap; and the
/%rand 1do] Self, is prefered to the Gop of Heaven and
Earth, 3nd his Glary.” He undertook the Miniftry
under the Power of felfith Views; and let him ftudy, try

to pmyi apd preach ; jn. all he does, the grand Objeét -

Self ttill terminates his Views.  He acts the Part of
down right Rebellion, again his infinite SqVEREIGN ;

and, as it were, difputes the Rights of God-Head with

Him.  Becomes guilty of a facrilegious R abbing of Gop,
and the vileft Idolatry under the Syn; and the Violation
of infinite Obligation to his glorioys and dread Sovereign.
Now, let thofe who impartially read the ancient Gofpel,

~
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judge, whether Men thes difapproved of Gop, and
fuch Self-feekers; can be Chrift’s duly qualified Minifters.

I go on to obferve; That the Nature and Reafon of
the Minifterial Office, and Service, requires that Men
engaged. theréin, fhould favingly know the Lord. “The

‘Laws of Ged required the Pricfts under the Law.to be
‘holy Perfons, in the moft. ftrong and vehement Expref-
fions, founded oh the fpecial Relation they ftood in, to

‘lutely and repeatedly enjoining Holinefs upon. them.*

God ; and the Nature and Reafon of their Office, abfo-

"The Obligation is as exprefs and ftrong under the Evan-

‘gelical Difpenfation. Does it not appeat reafohable and -
- fit in the Nature of Things, that they who ate ¢all’d to.

ferve the holy Gop, in a high and holy Station; to ftand

before Him, to minifter in holy Things, for high and

holy Purpofes; fhould be truly Holy, his hearty Friends
and Servants, wifhing well to his Caufe and Intereft in
the World? Are not known Enemies in Heart, te the

‘Perfon and Intereft of the Prince, unfit Perfons to be

entrufted with' negotiating the important Affairs of his
Kingdom ? There is no Man who is not either' a true

- Subject to Chrif}, or his Enemy. That Man who don’t

“truly know Chri#, and fubmit to him as his King and

t

Lord, by bearing true Faith and Allegiagce to him; is
“the Enethy of Cbrif#, and his Kingdom.

Doks’it not appear inconfiftent in its own Nature, to
befeech ‘others to become reconciled to God; and at the
fame Time to be irreconciled to-God, and an Enemy to
the exalted King of Zion? A Preacher going forth to
evangelize” others ; and yet a Stranger o real Gofpel

-

Holinefs, and incapble of performing any one Aét of

Duty evangelically ? A Preacher of that Word which

Is pure and holy, of that Gefpel which is’ glorious in its

~Light, Life, ahd Power ; himfelf unholy and impure,
in Darknefs, l‘ega?' and {piritually dead ? As a Minifter,

the Servant of 7¢/us Chrift by Legation 3 and yet feek-

.ing'himf{elf with a fupreme Affe@ion ? The Chariot and

Horleman of Ifrael; yet unable to promote the Pro-

tection of God’s People, by Zeal and fervent Prayer,

C ' ' " : unfkiltul
® Ly 27 6 ~» 8. N



¢ tiod, affifting Grace, and real Adoption ?.

- our Lord has told us,

unﬂulfpl in wielding the SwOrd of the Sp irit, by wlruch U
the Dévil is not invulnerable ? The Glory of Cbrz_/i, yet
_ himfelf in ;Darknefs, and vnder the black Banner of
"Wrath Divine ? The Salt of the Earth; yeét unfavoury?
“The Light of the World mPcrumcntally, yet never truly
illaminated by transforming Beams of Light from the -
Sun .of Righteoufnefs? 1 fay, is there not an incon~
gruity, and_an unfitnefs in thefe T hmgs, in their own
Nature and Relation confidered.

~\Axp does it not appear as having a Sort of Impro‘
_priety in it, that the Minifter who is the Mouth.of the
People-to Gop in Prayer, leading the Devotion of the -
Affembly, in which, we would charitably hope, there is
ordinarily 3 Number of gracious Seuls in a fpiritual
Frame, breathing forth a Spirit of Adoption; and the
whole* Affembly greatly needing Bleffings for both
'Worlds, Bleflings to be given in Anfwer to Prayer,
‘¢ the ipwrought Prayer of the righteous Man;”” bue
the Minifter himfelt deftitute of a Spirit of true Devo-

How many, and how various, are the Temptations,
Defertions, Trials, fpmtual Conflicts, and Exercifes of
the People of Gop,’ in 'this twilight-State of the Imper- -
fection. of Grace, and probation-Seafon for Eternity,? -
"And how mach in fuch Cafes they need a fpiritual fkiltyl
‘Guide? Unexperienced Minifters will be miferable poor
‘Cafuifts, in fuch Cafes. - And alfo with Refpe& to Sin~ -
ners; if by fome Means, any are awaken’d, and follcxtous
te know how they muft be faved ; now, now, for.a-
‘Meflenger of the Lord, one of a Thoufand, to fpeak a
“Word in Seafon, . But the Minilter that knows not thc ‘
Lord favingly 3 in preaching, and in converfe with fuch. J
poor diftreffed, Souls, will moft likely place Duties, in -
"the Room of Chrift ; and after all the Help he can ob=
tain by Books and Reading, he' will be’ a blind Leader -
~of the Blind ; and the Confcqucnce of fuch Condu&,

Ir we caft an Eye upén the final Hour of Life, and
behold the Sick and Dying, among.a People profcﬁ’xr;g

; -
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the ChriftianReligion; we thall fee them, ordinarily now;

" Very defirous of the Prefence and Prayers of a Minifjer::

(peradventure in fome Inftanees before flighted) The,

- wvery Verge of Time is now come, the eternal Judgment

is at the Door, unmeafurable E.ernity opens .with a
growing View the Exchange of Worlds appears an
Affair of great, of folemn, 'of infinite Weight ; the

~ AngePs’ dread Trumpet founds, “¢ Time fhall be no
~more ;°” 'the immortal Spirit muft enter upon the.unut=
" terable interminable Joys of Heaven, ' or be .plunged

into the intolerable eternal Torments. of tell. - In this

- final Hour, fome few, a fpecial, lictte, happy Number 3 - |
~ are-highly tavour’d of the Lord, with copiaus Meafures

of divine Light ; with the Triumphs of Faith, with the

" joyous Profpet of the fubftantial, untarnifh’d - Glories
- -of the SanCtuary of Immortality : Altho’ thefe do nat
. ftand in fo much Need, yet they rejoice; greatly rejoice,

in the Prefence, Converfe, Prayers, and Praifes *° of the

“Man of Gop.”” Qthers’ who hopefully ¢ have the
" Roet of the Matter in them,’’ ‘have the Evidences of

their gracious Sincerity much clouded over.—Some are
ternbly “harraffed with Temptations.—Others are under
the Powgr of Self-Flattery, and a vain-Corfidence; and *

“need to have their' Foundations fhaken. —Some. are

awfully fecure, and need an. alarming: Word.—Others

-are full of Anxiety,.as perceiving. themfelves tottering,

not.only upon the Verge of Life, but on the very Brink
of Hell : Alas for them! "What a dying Palenefs invades

their Cheeks ? What Agonies of Fear rend the Heart?
- What tumultuous Throbbings feize theBreaft ¢ Millions,

Millions of Gold, were too cheap a Parchafe for Health
to be reftored, for the Day of Grace to be -prolong’d-:

The Voice of pardoning Mercy, would now found in

fweeter Accents than the Mufick of the Seraphic Choir ;.
the Weight of Worlds eternal, is fufpended upon the

.Event of one momentous decifive Hour., . Now, altho’

‘all real Santificition, and Preparation for eterdal Glory,
. depends upon the holy Spirit’s Ageéncysoyet as. Means

-arc the Appointment of Hecaven, without an updue
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Dependlence upon them; the Prefence, fpiritual Conver-
~ favion, Counfel, and Prayers of ‘¢ the Man of Gop,”?
* at fuch Times, and ih fuch Cafes, muft furdly be of no
fmall Importance, and ought to be much defired and
prized. And O! how fad the Calamity, when the
Minifter is unfic to deal with Perfons wnderflandingly in
Soul-Cafe3; efpecially at fuch a Timé ; and whatever”
Attempt he may make, is not able to offer up’one Peti-
- tion to Gop, in a right Manner for them ; having no

> fpecial Intereft in the Redeemef, nor Accefs to the

Throne of Grace..- Ia fhort, the more.clofely we view
* the Nature and Reafen of Minifterial Office and Service,

- and the various Duties of the facred Fun@ion; the more

gvident it will appear, that Men who enter upon the
" holy Miniftry, ought' to be Men who have a faving
- Knowledge of the Lord ; and an experimental Acquain=
tance;” wich the Bower and purifying Influence of divine

Truth upon their Hearts, . , ,
- LastLy bere, thofe, and only thofe, who favingly
&now:the-Lord Chri#; ‘have Warrant ‘to expet his gra-
“dlous fpititual Prefence with them in their Work., As -
Minifters of the Gofpel of Chrif, we can neither look
- for Affiftance i owr Work, nor Succefs untp it ; but
“from-the promifed Prefence, and fpecial Influence of the
tholy Spirit alone,  The Gofpel is call’d ¢ the. Miniftry
- .of the Spirit,”* as it is- that Miniftry which the Spirit
akes effectual unto all the Ends of it ; or becaufe *ds
that. Minifiry whereby the Spirit, in his Gifts and Graces
~is’ communicated- tnto Men.” The Kingdom of our
Lord Chrift is {piritual, and the animating Principles of .
it invifible. 'If we fix our Minds only on eutward Order,
‘wé lofe. che -Rife and Power -of the whale 5 *cis notan -
ioutward “ vilible Ordination by Men,’’ tho’ that is
~\iheaeffary by Rule-and Precept, but Chrifi’s Cemmunt-
x‘ation: of the Spirit according to Promife 3 that gives-
‘eing,: Life, . Ufefulnefs, and Succefs to- the. Gofpel
,M&iﬁiﬁty} *'Fis. anly shofe Minifters who favingly know
#thg’ Lord, that have “an§ “juft Ground te: hope for his
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Prefence with: them, and his Blefling ui:o‘n their Lahours ¢

P

. To them He hath fiid,---* Apd lo, T am with yau ta

the Confummation of all ‘Things.””- Loy 1 am with

- you, f® quangfyi prate®, affi}, and fucceed you, by

the Aids_a nfuences of the Holy Spirit. °*Tis a

- Point of Truth that may be evidenc’d, as Mr. Fleming

obferves, That now under the ¢* New Teftament, there
¢ are Mivifters of the Spirit, and not-of the dead Letter
¢ and empty Sound. . That with the Word there gaes
¢ 3 Miniftration and Life. It is very difcernable, whae
¢¢ a great Difference, and another Appearance, there'ia

- % both on Minifters and Chriftians at'one Time, from

¢¢ what they are. at enother, in the Difeharge of Duty,
s¢ gs if thefe were not the fame Perfons ;  which ap-
¢¢ pearcth pot only in the Enlargement, and ftraitning

- ¢¢ of their Gifts, but alfo in Power and Life. . Is it ngt

¢ feen, with what Liberty thefe do fometimes pray,
$¢ and are as a Ship with a full Gale before the Wind ?
¢¢ That “tis thep eafy to preach.---When Minifters have -
the Grace of Gop . in them, and the fpecial Prefence of
the Spirit of Gop 'with them, they are wont to preach
{o as they could not if left to themfelves, deftitute of
Divine Influence and Afliftance. 'We pretend not

- thereby to immediate Revelations and - Infpirations of
" new Truths, no; there is an exa& Agreement between

the Works of the Spirit, and the Word of Gop ; -and
therefore all Impulfes, Revelations, -or pretended Ope-

- rations-of the Spirit, which are contrary to, or have no

~ Foundation in the Scriptures; are to bhe rejected as en-

thufiaftic Fancies, or fatanical Delufions. But we fup- -
pofe, that the holy Spiric ¢ takes of the Things of
Chrift,and fhews them unto us ;*° illumipates ayr Minds, .
and helps us to difcern the moral Beauty and Amiable-
pefs of Thirgs Divine ; draws forth our Graces into
Jively Exercife while we are preaching ; increafes onr
Views of the infinite Importance, as well as furpafiing

"Excellence of Divine Truth-3 and thereby enlarges our
_ Hearts, and helps us to fpeak with Power and Freedom,
‘eoncerning the Things of Gen. = And 1 fec not why,
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" we may not freely, own, that the holy Spirit frequently' :
helps us, in the Time of -preaching, to"feaionable

Thoughts, whith -upon a quick and due Scannmg, we'

perceive to be important Truth, and pertinent to pre-

fent Purpofe ; and hdreby we cnlarge upon fome Branch
of our Difcourfe, -and urge fome Points home upon the-

Confciences of our Hearers, beyond what we thoughe

of in the Time of Compofition 3 and fo as to exceed
what we have done at fome other ‘Times, when under
. the beft Advantages by preparatory Thought . But this
is'not -the Point I mean to purfue at prefents That
which we infift upon to our prefent Purpole, is, That
the affifting Influence of the holy Spirit in preaching the

Gofpel, is a ‘Blefling: of great Imiportance’; and that or-
dinarily the Lord works by, ‘and - ‘improves thofe Men, -

as Inftruments for the Conver(ioa of Sinners, and the
: 'progrcmvc Sangtification and Confblation of his People;
whom He hath qualified.and.fitted for Bis Service, by

v mnf‘erxng upon .them, both-the Gifts and Graces of his -

- Spiit - And Lhercupon _granting them prefent divine

Influences, and crownin: their Labours with his effica- - |
cious Blefling:  Of this we are firmly affured, from the

- Word of Gop ; and as acceffory Evidence, from Church
Hiftary ; and fome Degree of Obfervation. At the fame
Time, we do ,not- imagine, that the: Efficacy of the
Word - difpenfed, dcpends upon the Worthinefs and

“Holinefs, or Good-will and Intention of him that fpeaks,

no; the Lord is an infinite’ Sovereign, He hath not

_ limited himfelf, tho' He hath us : He may blefs Truth
- by whomfoever fpoken ;™ and fometimes difplays his ab-

folute Sovereignty in’this' Refpeét. Nevcrthcicfs, we

infift upon it, as a Point never to be given up ; that
Minifters eminently need the Spirit of “the L.ord with
them, - and in thenr; in order to preach and to perform
- Minifterial Duties, as they ought, and in a due Manner.
By. the Aids and Influences of the holy Spirit granted

to Gofpel Minifters, they: are ‘endued with -Zeal for
. - God's Glory, the. Honour of Cbrift, and the Sal-
vation of Souls 3 and ‘are difpofed to ftudy and preach -
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- fuch Thmgs as_do efpecially tend to promote: thofe ime

e portant Purpofes ; thereby they are preparéd to declare -
3 the Word of Gob powerfully and faithfully ; are faved
& ~ from the enfnaring Fear of Man, and the fuperficial.
h _downy Touch of Confcience; now they become Boa-
ke merges, proclaiming the Terrors of ‘Horeb’s fiery Law,
f in the fthocking Accents- of Siva's dreadful Thunder 3
¢ - they lift up the “Voice like a 73 rumpet, and will not fpare
l _ to declare important Truth, whether Péople will hean .
hi or forbear 3 and Barnabas hke, thcy found :the jubilee -
X " Trumpet of the Gofpel'; proclaxmmg Liberty to the

w .  Captives, and offering the Oil of Joy to. the broken«
w  hearted and difconfolate Chriftian ; and _hereby they be~

o ceme wife to win Souls” to Cbr:ji, and ta conduét them
5 on their Way to eternal Glory. - Now, when the. Lord
e _is thus prefent with his Minifters, and affords them {pe-
I cial Affiftasice ; -He. ordinarily "affociates -the - Influefices
i of his Spirit with- the Word preactied, and makes it
e powerful ‘to Salvation. But-the Preacher “that knows
» ~ not the Lord favingly, can lay ‘ne claim to his gracious
o . Prefence, by any Word of Promife; nor has he any juft
o Ground to expe®t a Bleffing upon his Labours. The
4 ~ true State of the Cafe is, the Infticution .of the Gofpel
#  Miniftry is eminently the Work of the Holy Ghoft ; (I
e mean not exclufive of the Father and ghe Son, the
. Works of thc Trinity, towards the Creatures, being un»
,  divided) *us his Work to confer on Men Gifts and
u  Graces, as neceflary Furnitare for, and to put them inte
¢ the Miniftry,* ard to affitt and fucceed them therein g
. ‘making them able Minifters of the New-Teftament; and
% -  thereupon:crowning their Labours with glorious Succefs.
4 Therefore, the-Man that has not an experimental Know-
4. ledge of the fan&ifying Operations of the holy Spirit.in
" and upon his' Heart ; cannot honeftly, and witha well !
v~ informed Confcience, engage in the Gofpel Miniftry : If
d “he does,. he enters upon this arduous and difficult Work
@' alone; and alas for him, abides in it alone! As he goes
al. "+ on therein thhout a faving Knowlcdgc of the Lord, he

lo can't
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can't prove himfelf call’d of ‘Goo to prgach the Gofpel 5
nor can he in Faith pray for a Blefling upon his Labours,
‘having no Word of Promife for that Purpofe, nor any
- juft'Greund to expect the Lord’s Blefling:—And what< _
ever thinirig A ppearance he. may make in his own Eye,
and in the Judgment of fome ; there is great Deficiency -
~in all- his Performances, a main Excellency is wanting,
. We muft hence conclude, that if the gracious Prefence
of Gob, the affiiting Influence of his Spirit, and his
,Blefling are important and excellent; that fuch Mes, and
only fuch, ought toengage in the Golpel Miniftry, who
favingly know the Lord: And furely we muft believe,
* that the Divine Influences to fanify, affift, and blefs;
are of the laft Importance, and higheft Excellence. The
whole Succefs of the Miniftry in propagating the Gofpel
in the World, -and building up the Church; depends i+
tirely ‘upon the Miffioa,: Prefence, Affiftance, and In-
fluence of the Holy Spirit.  Upon the whole then, if
the Preacher who knows not the Lord favingly, is thus
deft alone, withour his Affiftance and Blefling ---if the
Nature and Reafon -of Minifterial Office and Service, -
require ‘that Mén who enter upon . the holy Miniftry,
fhould truly know the Lord ;--if they cannot ferve Gop
aright, ngr meet with hi. Approbation in their Work,
unlefs they thus know Him ;-~if without fuch Knowledge
of Him, they cannot tranfa® a Covenant with Him, as
He requires ;--if they cannot anfwer the Tides and Cha-
saters of a Gofpel-Minifter, nor be qualified for the
‘Work of the holy Miniftry, as the Gofpel does exprefsly
" require ;---we conclude thus, that Men who enter upon -
- the holy Miniftry, ought to be Men who have. had the
‘Lord: Fefys Chrift revealed in, and favingly manifefted
to them. S ' '
. a..dam to few what is intended by preaching thy
Jord Chrift to the Heathen or Gentiles. .

Tae great Apoftle of the Gentiles, often fpeaks of
it as a myfterious Difpenfation of Gop,. that our Lord
Céhrift thould be preached to them ;- and he 'mtim;;:s
s B L - Us
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thus much in our Text. Altho’ we ﬁnd that Prophe-
fies and Promnﬁ:s, refpeing this grand and marvellous
, Evcnt, lic thick in the Qld-Tefament 5 yet in former
-Ages it was not fo clearly made known.to, the Frwiff
-Nation; The Time when, the Manner how, and veans
- by which, were not well underftond, ’till now revealed
" by the Holy Ghot. When Gop gave his. Word to
" Jacob, and his Statutes to Ifrgel, ‘“ He dealt not fo
. with any other Nation ;”’ ether Nations were left to
-walk after their own Ways, but to them Himfelf came
down, Angels attending Him, Clouds and Darknefs
covering the Place, Voices and Flames diffufing the
Law and Authority of infinite Majefty. AH along from
that very Time, when Gop-revealed that Promife, which
- was blooming Gofpel s that ¢ the Seed of the Woman
~ fhould break the Serpent’s Head,” *till He came, who
muas the Defire of all Nations ; He was narrowing the
Intereft of Religian, by cvery new Difpenfation of the
Covenant, ’till the Gogcl came to be preached in the
laft and beft Edition. Every new Difpenfation,” though
it made the Covenant brighter, yet it made the Apph-
. .cation of it ftraiter. The Empire of Cbri# for many
~ Ages, for Thoufands of Years, appear’d only in a nar-
- rowm Compafs, as if He loved not a Diffufion, bita
Confinement of his Kingdom and Glory ;. ’tll by his .
““Crofs he broke down the Wall of Partition between Féw
. and Gentde, and broke up the Enclofures of his owa
making ; and as Almxghty Lord and Conqueror, arofe
_from the State of the Dead, and thereupon gave Com-
miffion, and Orders to his Difciples, his flaming Mini-
fters, on this wife, Go, faith He, and diftiple all Nat-
ons, preach the Gofpel to every Creature. From this
- Period of divine Mercy and eternal Wonder, according
to ancient Prophecies, BerowLp | ¢ The Wildernefs and
_ the folitary Plaee are glad, ‘the Defert rejoices and blof-
. foms as the Rofe | The Gentiles fee the Glory of the:
1.6rd, and the Exceliency of the God of JraelI”” But
~ why was Gon. fo long filent to the Gentiles? And why
coLdid. Be fpeak out atlaft? Whence was it, that the



Love He ufed to keep within Bounds, now fhone otit
at lar‘gc, and became the Glory of the Univerfe? Even
~ fo jt feem’d good in his Sight | The Fews train’d. up for

fo many Ages, and by all Kind of ' Preparations A))r a

‘Redeemer, reje& hinr; and the Gentiles who were fio
- Way prepared, receive him; He who was the Deﬁre

of all Nations, becomes the Contempt of his own.—

‘Without any preparatory Dawn, the Light of the glo-

-rious Gofpel is darted among’the Gentiles, like a fudden . .

‘Ruth of Light in a cloudy and dark Day. And among:
thofe who have the Province of preaching’ Cbrift to the'

- Heathen, affign’d them, behold Paul! Who was Saul

the Perfecutor, apprehended by Grace Divine, when on

~ the Brink of Hell, be-miracled with fovereign Mercy ;
Cbrif-is revealed in-him, and he commences a Preacher -

of him to the Gentiles! In the View of thefe, and fuch -
-like Things, no Marvel that §¢, Paul fo often, and with
fo' much feraphic Praife, fpeaks of the Preaching -of
Cbrift to the Gmﬂle.r, as a myfterious Difpenfation of .
‘Gop : * For verily it exprefles his Wifdom, his Sove-
“-reignty, and univerfal Goodnefs's 5 its full of his Glory,
© it bears his Image, its wondrous in our Eyes; ’tis rather .
to be admir’d than explain®d, we cah neither leave the .
- Subje&t with Indifference,” nor cempruhend it -with

- Knewledge.- '
In Purfuance of the Method propofed, I would briey

. obferve, that to preach Fefus Chrift to the Gentiles,

‘intends, that we make him"the grand Subjeé&t of our
-preaching : That we declare him to be the only Media-

~tor between Gop and Man ; and as Mediator, invefted | }

- with a prophetical, prieftly, and kingly Office; and
' thoroughly - furnith’d for his Werk of Mediation, as

* wanting nothing to render him fuccefsful therein 3 that.
. we reprefent him as fufficient to anfwer all the Danger
our Souls are in, and all the Neceffities they- labour un-
"-der, both by. Way of Atonement for, them, and of
Conqueft' over them; that we proclaim his infinite
Willingnefs, as well as Almighty Power to fave ; that

- we affert his Authority over the whole Creation, and

t
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efpecially over the Churches.” That we declare, that He
of whom we affert thefe Things, is by Natire Gop g
effential and eternal God, poffeft of all infinite Per-
fections; and that as God-Man Mediator, having by
his Obedience and Death purchafed Wifdom, Righteouf-
nefs, Sanctification and Redemption; He muft certainly
be a moft perfett and complete Redeemer. Thus the
Gofpel exhibits Chrift to our View, in his perfonal Glo-

- ries and mediatorial Fulnefs, and thus He is to be the

!
i

main Subjeét of our preaching.
To preach Chrift, is to preach the Gofpel, and to
preach the Gofpel, is to preach thofe Things declar’d in
the Gofpel ; there are thofe Things which are proper
and peculiar to the Gofpel, and are its own, and are no
where elfe to be found. Of this Nature are all Things
concerning the Love and Will of God in Jefus Chrift 5
the Harmony and Glory of the divine Attributes, as moft
~confpicuous in the Perfon and Mediation of Chrift ; his
‘Natures, Offices, and whole Mediation; of the Difpen-
fation of the Spirit, and our Participation thereof, and

- Union with Chrift thereby ; our Adoption, Juftification,

and effeCtual San&ification thence procéeding . In brief,
every Thing that appertains to the Purchafe of Redemp-

-‘_tion, and the effe¢tual Application thereof as by the

WMoty Spirit. Thefe Things. are purely and properly
evangelical, peculiar to the Gofpel alone. I add alfo,
to preach the Gofpel, is to preach the Precepts and moral
Duties, with their San&ions therein declared and en- .
joined, with an evangelical and propér Reference to
Chriff. The Gofpel firft propofes and declares the
‘Things which are properly its own, lays them as the
"Foundation of Faith and Obedience, and inlays them
in the Mind, thereby conforms the whole Soul unto
‘them ; this Foundation being laid, it then grafts all
‘Duties of moral Obedience on this Stock of Faith in
Chrift Fefus; dire&ts unto a right Performance of them, .
from a right Principle, by a right Rule, and to a right’

End and Purpofe ; and by a Communication of the

Spirit, it fupplics with Strengrh for' their Performance,
- . : ’ O m



L S |

in the Manner it prefcribes 5 and-fo to their Acceptance
with Gop : Hereby the Gofpel gives them a'new Na-
ture, “and turns moral Daties into evangelical Obedience.
And this is Chriftian Morality ; a Morality {pringing
from Faith in Cbrift, and animated by Gofpel-Principles
and Incentives, governed by Gofpel Rules, and direéted
to Gofpel-Ends. Thefe Things are the appropriate
Glory of the Gofpel : And for a Miffisnary among the
Heathen; thus to preach them, is for him to preach
Fefus Chrift to them. The Cafe is juft the fame, with
Refpet to #s, who preach to thofe that are apt to call
themfclves go/pellized; to them we muft thus preach the
. Gofpel. We have no juft Warrant to look for the
Prefence of Chriff with our Sermons, if Cbriff be not
thus in our Sermons: ** The Things that concern the
Lord Fefus Chrift,”> the Principles of his Religion, muit
llvc upon our Lips, muft reign in our Sermons, or it
can’t be truly faid, that we preach Chrift ; without
which, we can’t hopc for a divine Blefling to attend our
preaching.  This is the Way to preferve the Chriftian
Religion in its full and evident Diftinétion, from every
falfe Religion ; this is the Way to make Chrift crucified
appear ¢ the Wifdom and the Power of Gop ;’” this is
the Way to keep Profeffors found in the Faith, and g
make them obedient to the Faith ; and this is the Way
to advance the Kingdom of -Gop, and to promote the
true Knowledge of Gop, and ef Fefus Cbrz/i, which is
Life Eternal.

By the Way, thefe Thirgs prefent to our View, the
main Difference between legal and evangelical Preaching.
Men who have no true Knowledge of Chrift, and his
Gofpel, in its Spirituallity ; yet have fome Notion about
moral Duties, which have their Foundation in the Law
- and Light of Nature, Thefe moral Duties taught in

the Gofpel, the legal-Preacher pretends to embrace, as
e(‘cccmmg them full as good, or rather better, than
-Seneca’s Morals 5 and having his Mind principally fix’d
~upon them, he makes theth the reigning Topicks of his
Bifcourfe. He profefles indeed to admit the Gofpcl
Scheme
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Scheme of Dotrines, and_refolves to appear a warm
Advocate for it’s enjoin’d Duties; he thereupon cries up
moral Dutics, but alas, not in thcnr proper Place, notr
te their proper End! Thefe _he makes the Foundarion,
according to the Place they held in the Law of Nature,
and the Covenant of Works ; 3 whereas the Gofpel allows
them to be only neceflary Superftruétions on the Foun-
dation. And by advancing Morality above the Mxfcry,
and Grace of the Gofpel, thercby the Gofpel is rejected s
and ftritly fpeaking, Morality is deftroyed alfo; for
take it from its proper Foundation, and it falls of Con-
fequence. Such a Preacher, will fometimes have a coid
and cafual' Hint relating to the Merits and Grace of
Chrift ; but is evidently fo defective therein, that he can-
not juftly efcape the Compellation' Arminian, or legal
Preacher; tho’ he may for the prefent, the more odious
Epithet, Inﬁdel. The evangelical Preacher dwells much -
upon thofe very glorious Topicks, which are Matters of
pure Revelatien : He is indeed fully affured, that the
Scripture Doétrine of Salvation, by free and fovereign
" Grace, is a Doctrine according to Godlinefs 3 he urges, :
he warmly urges, the Performance of sll Duties enjoin’d
in the Gofpel, and this. in their proper Place, and to
their proper End; always taking Care to have a beautiful
Intertexture of References to Fefus Chrift. And thus
to make Fefus Chrift the Sum and Subftance, or fubjet
Matter of our preaching, either diretly or redulively, /
is that which is intended by preaching of Him to Few or
Gentile.
I might alfo obfervc, that to preach Chrift to the Gen-
- tiles, intends that we make Him the End and Defign of
our preaching : That herein, we do not prmapally pro-
pofe our owa Honour and temporal Intereft, but that
we have in View the Honour and Glory of Chrift, as
~our ultimate End ; ¢¢ Preaching not ourfelves, but Chrift

Jefus the Lord. »._But the Time would faxl to enlarge
: hcre

3. To obferve, that the Calls of Gop 15 mgage in bis

© Cometcrns meoen tn ho nbhouond cosctbhngt Dplang
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. ¢ IMMEDIATELY, faysthe Apoftle, I confer’d not
with Flefh and Blood > The Apoftle had an extraordi-
nary Call to preach the Gofpel to the Heatben, and Evi-
dence thereof, by extraordinary Gifts, which we look
not forat this' Day. But it holds as a general Rule, that
the Calls of Gop fhould be inftantly obeyed ; and that,
becaufe of the infinice Wifdom of Gop ;---the fupreme
Authority of Gop s---and the infinite Reafonablenefs of
his Calls.---Ormitting Enlargement here.
- Tue Queftion will occur, how fhall the qualified
Preacher obtain Evidence and Satisfaétion, that he is
call’d of Gop in a mediate Way, to enter foon upon a
‘Miffion among the Heathen? As preliminary to the
Solution of this Queftion, it may be obferved, that
-preaching the Gofpel to the Heathen, feems to be a Sort
of moral Duty, and a Work of Benevolence, com-
prifed under that general Precept of doing Good unto
Alls and a Work, in fome Refpeéts, much to be de~
fir'd, as appears evident frem the Apoftle’s Declaration,
¢ Yea, fo havel ftreve to preach the Gofpel, not where
Chrit was named, left I fhould build upon  another
Man’s Foundation.* As to a particular Call,---fpecial
Circumftances muft have their due Weight in the Scale,
in order to determine how it preponderates. Ordinarily
we refer not the Decifion of the Cafe to a Lof 3 nor are
we to expect an immediate Revelation to make known
our Duty y nor to give Way to Impulfes, or Impreffions
made upon the Mind with, or without Scripture ; nor
to wait for the Furniture of an extraordinary Meafure of
‘Gifts; thefe belong not to a Call in an ordinary Way.
It may help to lucidate and clear up a Call to engage
in a Miffion,—if thofe whofe Work and Bufinefs it more
efpecially is, to promote an Affair of this Kind, and who
~ are proper Judges of meet Qualifications for a Work of
this Nature, unitedly and warmly apply to a Man to
. engage therein ;--If a2 more effeCtual Door feems te open
hereby for a Man’s promoting the Redeemer’s Kingdom,
than he is under Advantage for, by his prefént Situation f
| ’ I
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iy If the prefent Events of Divine Providence give growing
tra hope, that the Lord is preparing his Way for the Sak-
o b wation of the Heathen ;--1f they among whom the Miffion
we I is defign’d, make the Motion therefor themfelves, and
gt promife to give a Miflionary a candid Hearing.—And
wits  as a Circumftance among others, at the prefent, not te
T be omitted ;. if ’tis highly probable, that the Perfon en-
Dl gaging in the Miffion, will meet with an uncommon
welcome Reception among the Heathen, in that He is
quf ¢ their Kinfman after the Fleth.”” And if in Concur-
i - rence with other Things, 4 Man finds within himfelf a
e ftrong Defire after, and powerful Inclination toward .en-
TE gaging in this Work, ’tis of no fmall Weight in the
o, b prefent Cafe 3 provided He is confcious to himfelf that
bkt in this Undertaking, he has the Glory of Gob, the |
e Honour of Chrift, and the fpiritual and immortal Intereft
ol of Souls chiefly in View ; and' is.thereby able to far-
ol mount Objetions, Difficulties and Difcouragements,
it that may feem to be caft in the Way ; and finds tbat
- Defire and Inclinatien, is not accompanied with an"un-
WA accountable Violence, but with a calm Submiffion to the
___(Pg' Will of Gop, as made known ; and is anfwerable to the
e outward Rules of the divine Word, and concurring Cir-
e cumftances of that Previdence which ruleth over all : I
i fay, thefe and fuch like Things, may tn a Meafure con-
f e - duceto afford Evidence and Satisfaétion to a Man, that -
'P“M he is call’d of Gop to preach the Gofpel-to the Heathen.
o And that as foon as may be with Conventence, he ought
it to be on his Way, to fpread ‘the joyful Tldmgs, and
. good News of Salvation among them. -
‘;"gﬁ' - The Applzmtzon of my szcourﬁe remains 5
i
id W Anp here, would the Time admit, many ufeful In-
ok d ferences might be drawn from the preceding Topicks of
an this Difcourfe ; but having already been fo prolix; I muft
[oopﬁl : make, and parfue fuch Inferences no otherwife than they
adonL will naturally fall in, under the feveral Addyeffes, which
mom I fhall now proceed to make, and with which, I fhall |
§ gonclude the Difcourfe,

L—-.__._,,- N T
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 In the firft Place, permit me, therefore, with afl

Humility, to addrefs myfelf to thofe of the facred Order

here prefent.

My reverend Fatbers, and dear Bretbren! :
I need not inform you, nor this Affembly, that the
reverend Perfon we expected to ftand dere, in the Pro-
vince of a.Preacher; to pcrforin the prefeat Service, has
by fome Means failed us.””* You have thereupon de-
-volv’d preaching Service, upon a Perfon younger, and
:;much more uaworthy ; and who hopes you will permit
bim to ufe great Plainnefs and Freedom of Speech.
- I'am well affured that your Candour and good Senfe,
-will not allow you to imagine, that by what I have faid
-in the preceding Difcourfe, I fuppofe every one . that
favingly knows the Lord, is thereby fitted for the Work
of the holy Miniftry, and that human Learning is an
unneceffary Endowment in the Gofpel Minifter ; and
that regular Indution, according to the ftanding Order
-of the Gofpel, is not to be obferved ; no, thus you do
- pot receive what I have faid : Nor that I Countenance
- Seperations from Minifters, merely upon Sufpicion of
their Want of the faving Knowledge of the Lord.. If a
Minifter of the Gofpel is ‘guilty of moral Scandal, or
unfound in Point of Dottrine; - or but more rarely
preaches upon the more .impartant Do&rines of the
Gofpel, and when he does, gives them but a fuperficial
Handling ; or is fome how notorioufly deficient in his
Works in fuch Cafes, I will not deny, but People have
Liberty to feek a Redrefs of Grievance, according to
the Method the Gofpel preferibes.—Nor will you fup-
pofe, that I mean to infinvate, that the Want of the
faving Knowledge of the Lord in a Minifter, abfolutely
- invalidates  his Adminiftrations, and renders them un-

. lawful, and ipfo fafo void ; no, a Man being conti-
. tuted a Minifter of the Gofpel, according to the known -

and ftanding Laws of Chnift’s vifible Kingdom, fqund
in his Word, and thus invefted with Office Power,
' : T " oigiz according
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according to Gefpel Order ; he has lawful Right and
Authority to perform all Parts of the Minifterial Work.
But then, may I not here apply that Maxim, in ufe beth
by Civilians and Divines? ¢ Quod faCtum fieri non
debet, faCtum valet 3>’ at leaft fo far awvails, that there
ts Validity in Ordinances adminifter’d by fuch a Man 3
- tho’ it might have been . well, if fuch a Man had not
been permitted to enter into the holy Miniftry ; for amr
unconverted Miniftry is one of the greateft Calamities.
Having thus prefumed upon your Candour and
Judgment, I-ath apt to-imagine you have gone before
me, in drawing this native Inference, from what has
now been faid, viz. That it greatly concerns us, to ufe
utmoft Care and Caution in putting Men into the Mini-
firy, left we commit the holy Miniftry to fuch Men as
know not the Lord favingly. Our blefled Lord and
‘Mafter has charfed us, not only to *¢ lay Hands fud-
denly on no Man,’” but alfo ‘¢ to commit the Miniftry
to faithful Men.”” I.am well affured, that we are una-
nimous in this Opinion, that Men ought favingly to
know the Lord, who engage in the holy Miniftry, We
take the Liberty to think for ourfelves, as well as others,
who are not of tae fame Opinion: And ’tis at once con-
ceded, that we have all the fame Liberty of thinking
for ourfelves, yet no Man has Liberty to think contrary
to Truth, be that what it will. As for thofe who de~
clare there is no fuch Thing as forming any Judgment
about Men, whether they are tiuly gracious, or not s
and think it needlefs to make any Inquiry after a Can-
didate’s Acquaintance with experimental Religion ; as
fuppofing, that if he has a compotent Meafure of Lite-
rature, and is not grofsly ignorant, or {candaloufly pro-
~ faue, he s fit to be put into the facred Miniftry ; upon
their Principles, whole Clufters, of light, airy, gracelefs
young Men; who are far from a favoury Relith of the
Things of Gop, and a ferious, folemn Senfe of Things-
Eternal ; may be introduced into the holy Miniftry : Is
not this to throw down the facred Enclo{ure our Lord
hath fet about his Vineyard, and to A& the Part of
. ' - Oppofition,
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Oppofition, to, that folemn Prohibition, ¢ Lay Hands
" fuddenly on no Man?’’> Some there are who in Terms

profefs, thag Candidates for the Gofpel Miniftry, ought -

" to be godly or gracious Perfons ; and yet, when they
explain their Profeflion, we find it does not amount te-
holding, that a Candidate ought to be gracious, or a
real Convert, in order to give him Right to undertake
the Work of the Gofpel Miniftry. Their Meaning
feems to be this, that they ought to be truly gracious ;
for fo ought all that hear, as well as all that preach the
Gofpel adding thus much, that renewing and fan&ify-

ing Grace,’is a . very ufcful Qualification in the Candi- .
date; but then tis not their Opinion, that it muft be -

infifted upen as fuch a neceffary Quahﬁcanon, as that
the Want of it fhall be preventive of engaging in the
holy Miniftry. ' They plead Neceflity, in Juftification
of Principle; that there are a great many vacantChurches
and Congreganons, and perhaps more in Number, than
there are troly godly young Men 'to afford a Supply ;
~ that that which is wanting can’t be number’d, that they
muft take up with fuch as they can get. -o-I would at

prefent only obferve here, that whatfoever the Circum- |
ftances of Chnft’s Chuirch are, Men whom we fet apart -

to the Work ‘of the holy Miniftry, * fhould be fuch as his.
Gofpel does require them to be. -The. Queftion in
Debate, in plam Terms, is this, viz. Does the Word

of Gob fo require fan&ifying Grace, in a Candidate for -

the holy Miniftry, as that being deftitute thereof, he has
not a folid Right of Foundation to engage therein ?
Now, if a Perfon who has not fanétifying Grace, or a
faving Knowledge of the Lord, cannot lawfully under-
take the Work of the Gofpel an[’cry, as I have en~
deavour’d to prove from the Word of Gop, and the

Reafon of Things ; ‘then Minifters of the Gofpel ougfit

“not to feperate a Perfon to the Work of ‘the holy Mini-
ftry, “without. havirg® Evidence fufficient to found a

Judgment of C hriftian Charity upon, that'a Perfon does

“thus know the Lord : For Faithfulnefs to our Lord and
Mafter, wnll not fuffer us to commic the holy Miniftry
. . ta
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te a Perfon that we do not judge qualified therefor; as
‘his Gofpel does require: Therefare, in putting Men into
the Miniftry, we muft feck all the Evidence that the
© Nature of the Cafe will reafonably admit, that Men
- favingly know the Lord, and cautioufly avoid' taking up
. with any Thing fhort of this. : o

Reverend and Dear Sirs,

~You will allow me to fpeak out otir Opinion freely.
In-them whorh we introduce into the Miniftry, we look
for-and expe@ to find, a Competency of natural Endow-
ments, acquir’d Improveiments, Orthodoxy, or Sound~
nefs in the Faith, vifible Holinefs of Life, as ’tis com-
monly call’d, and that they give us fome Account of
their Acquaintarice with experimental Religioh, fuch as
fhall appeat to us fufficient for the Exercife of a rational
Judgment of Chriftian Charity, thdt they favingly know
the Lord.  We pretend not_to immediate Revélation
from Heaven, and Infallibility of Knowledge in this Cafe,
no ; but we feek fuch Evidence, as the Nature of the
" Cafe will admit, and as Faithfulnefs does require.. We
“ate to form a Judgment of, the fpiritual State of our
Fellow-Men, in the Cafe befote us, by what they pro-
fefs with the Mouth; and the Influence fuch a Profeffion
has -upon the Life. . Men without an Intention to de-
ceive, may -impofe upon themfelves; and upon us ; yet
this i no Argument againft- an Examination as$ to thefe .
Things ; yea, tis an Argument that we fhould be the’
more ftri¢t gpon the Point of Examination. 1f we .
confider Faith as appearing in- the Profeffion of it, we
find the Apoftle accounting the Influences of the holy
Spirit, neceffary to enable a Man to make fuch a. Pro-
- fefion of the Faith, a3 was to be admitted by Chrilijans :
“ No Man can fay that Fefus is Lord, but by the Holy'
‘Ghoft,”> A Man may fo explain ‘hitnfelf abopt his
- Faith, and give fuch an Account of his experimental
Religion, ‘and his  Faith may have fuch Influence upon -
His Conduét in Life, as to leave no reafonable Ground
to fufpeét but that he Egvingl}'.knuws the Lord. For



S aemEEAReS T

| e

[ 26 ]

‘ .

2 Man to appear free: from thofe Sins, commonly called
openly fcandalous, . and to have a Life fo harmleﬁ as to
afford a Kind of meer négative Charity, is not enough
in the prefent 'Cafe: We thcrefore feck a Profeflion of ;
Faith, expreflive of the Effentials of real Piety, or that ~
the Candidate give a rational, fcriptural, and fatisfying |
Account of a fanétifying Work of God’s Spirit upon
his own Heart ; and that his Belief, and Experience of
the Power of Divine Truth, influences him to live
the Truth, fo that his Light fhines before Men : Thefe -
T hings are included in the Nature of Evidence, in the
prcfent Cafe, and therefore Minifters have full Authonty,
and juft Right to demand them, and are bound in Faith-.
fulnefs fo to do; and of Confcqucnce the Candidate is
obllocd to cxhxbxt fuch Evidence, if ’ts in his Power
honcftly fo to do. Until we have fought and found
fuch Evidence, as nrow mentioned, we have not fatisfying
Evidence that a Man is qualified for the Gofpel Miniftry, .
nor dare we feperate him thereto. Let us then hear

_what the Candidate has to fay for himfelf, as clearing up

his Call to enter upon the Work of the Boly, Miniftry ?
What his Views and Aims are? What his Faith, and .

, expenmental Acquaintance with Divine Truth,. or Reli-

gion : ‘With Tendernefs and Candour, we wouldf gladly

~hear him upon thefe Points ; and feck Sansfa&xon, as

to tae Influence of his Faith upon his Condu& in Life.
*Tis verily to be fear’d, that many Candidates for

“the Gofpel Miniftry, were they to be duly and properly

examined as to Qxahﬁcanons therefor, fuch as the Gofpel
does require, would be found evidently deficient. .

Bur weslefire to blefs the Lord, we fometimes find
a_hopeful Meafure of all Gofpel Quakfications, in the
Candidate under Examination ; and thereupon, when

. called, with unitgerable folemn’ Pleafure} proceed to fe-
- peratehim to the Work of the evangelical Miniftry,

aecording to Gofpel Order. Sometimes the Candidate .
appears poﬁ'c& of a Meafure of all neceffary Qualifica-
tions, but ’tis dubious whether in a Degree equalito
what oug‘xt to be Judgcd fufficient 3=-rfometimes there,

, ~may
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may appear great Deficieney as to fome one Qualifica-
tion, ex. gr. aptnefs to teach ;---fometimes we are
greatly exercifed, as in Doubt, about the Reality' of the
Candidate’s experimental Religion : It may be, he has
more Confidence than Evidence, or honeftly tells us,
that he has near upon an equal Meafure of Fears and
Hopes, as to his faving Knowledge of the Lord y and
upon due Examination of him, with Refpeét thereto,
*tis much fy with us; fo that our Judgment of Charity,
feems in a Meafure fufpended, We are full of Tender-
.nefs toward hopeful Youth, are unwilling to damp any
agreeable Appearanges, and to prevent Ufefulnefs ; -at
the fame Time, fear to run before the Call of Provi- .
dence, tremble at the Thought of giving the Ark a
~wrong touch 3 and ypon the Whole, are ready to fay, .
we know not what to do! To which permit me to
reply, That when we know not what to do, we muft
not do we know not what, In the prefent Cafe, our
Hopes muft excecd our Fea's,"or we €an’t proceed to
promote the Candidate, with a good Confcience. He
who fuppofes his Judgment in. egui-librio, is in the
Quality of a non Liguet, and nothing can be done by
him alively: And fhould this be the Cafe with the
greater ‘Part of the Examiners, the Candidate muft ftand
by, ’till he becomes poffeft of brighter ‘Evidence of
Divine Grace. And now, where is the feemingly great
Difficulty and Perplexity ? Does it not abate, or rather

. evanith? Is not Duty plain before us ? Doés our Lord

require more of us than is reafonable ? He neither re-
quires, nor expetls that we fhould be infallible Judges
of rthe fpiritual State of Men, but that we exercife a
rational, Chriflian Judgment, according to Light; and
“that we be faithful to the Truft depofited in us, keeping
-our Coniciences void of Offence toward Him.* gua

i or

) * 1 have fpoken my Opinion the more freely, -becaufe T am well affured thac
fome of my Coewal and yuunger Brethien, have been at Times greatly execiled in
Cale finiliar to thofe 1 have mentiored,1nd on the Acccunt of ‘the to- frequent fuper-
fiei | Lxamation of Candilates, as in their Opnion ;. whildlthe Situation of fone
of them, as anudft Diverfity of Sentiment, renders the Temptation zdditionally
B vt tmn 2k e tm thoie Peinrindocse T nrav the 1 aed that thev.mav be found



 thou Timotky, a Minifter, a Man in Office: And He
« has charg’d us, not only ¢ to lay Hands fuddenly on

s

Lo}d has éevolvcd ;Jpon us, the facred Truft of putt'mg :

Men into the holy Miniftry, ** the fame commit bos,”

no Man,” but alfo ¢ to commit the Miniftry to faith~

ful Men;’ and our Fidelity in this Cafz, is of the
_ higheft Impartance. : ’ '

To commit the Miniftry to an unconverted, an un-
experienc’d Man, is to commit it to a Man that is not
likely to anfwer the important and excellent Defigns and

. Purpofes of the Gofpe] Miniftry. A wvery fhocking
. Thought ! He may indeed help to keep up the Form

of Religion for a Timé; but if Religion fhould revive
and flourifh, by the out-pouring of the holy Spirit from

.on high ; partly through Ignarance and Enmity, and

partly from Pride and Envy, (which breed a Hell in

~ the Bofom where they dwell) at the Succefs of others ;
(unlefs he receive Conviction -of his awful State) he s
quite likely 'to oppafe, not only fome Imprudences,

common in fych a Day, but alfo the .Eﬁ'en‘tials of the

Work of Gop. ' :

He will probably comthit the Miniftry to others, like

 himfelf; and in Procefs of Time, now unborn Ages

may feel, forever feel, theWeight of that Hano, which
we lay upon the Head of the Man that has an unfan&ti-

fied HearT. And how dangerous the Enterprife far -

the Man himfelf!, Upon the dreadful Suppofition, that
he thould never be converted, what Tongue can exprefs,
what Thoughts conceive the dreadful Aggravations that
will attend his eternal Perdition ! No Doubt, if Minifters

of the Gofpel are finally found Chriftlefs and Gracelefs, -
of all Men living they will be the moft miferable. What
~ Horror, Tribulation, and Anguifh, will feize upon their

guilty Hearts? and what Shame and Confufion will eover
their Faces, when the dreadful Judge thall come in
flaming Fire, to take Vengeance upon the Difobedient,
and the Blood of loft Souls fhall cry for Vengeance
againtt them! In a Word, as we Reéard the Lord’s
*onour, the Profperity of Zion, the Salvation of Men,

a4 &
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‘and Peace of Confcience; let us takc Care that we com-

it the Miniftry to faxthful Men.

AnD_ let us aifo be often engaged in an accurate Exa-
mination of our Knowledge of the Lord Chrift, and feek
renew’d Mamfeﬁanons, and the fulleft Aflurances thereof.
And, oh! how importunate we fhould be in Prayer, for
the gracious Prefence of the Lord with us, and for the
divine Influences to accompany our Miniftrations ! Let.
us labour to fee and feel ourfelves living in a State of
conftant ‘Dependence upon the Lord Chrift, for the

-Reception of fuitable, lcafonable, and fuﬁicncnt Grace,

for all prefent, Needs and Duties. The Purpofes we
ferve are fo hlgh and God-like, -our Work fo important,

-fo fpiritual, fo difficult, and fo much above our Strength;

how is it poffible to go on in it, without much of the
Prefence " of the Lord with us? Moft of the Work al-
lotted us, is with God and Souls ; it’s about what is
myfterious and fupernatural ; it’s of vaft Compafs and

- great Variety, and Eternity is concern’d in what we are

about ; we had need therefore to be fill'd with the Spirit
of Grace and Holinefs, to have a double Portion of his

_Gifts and Grages, of his Aid and Influence. Thereupon

we fhall become wife to win Souls, and hopefully fuc-
cefsful ; and finally, fhine as the Stars, yea, as the Sun,

in the Kingdom of our Gou and Father, for ever and

ever.,

7

- *Tis more iban Time ta tum my Addrefs, Secondly, to
bim who is now to be confecrated to the immediate Service

: of Clmﬁ and tbe Souls of Mm.

My dear Brotber, '
Upron this folemn Occafion, you cx@c&éd that ¢ Man
of Gos*’* would have fpoken to you, who has been as

‘a Father to you from your early Days; and that he

does not, you are not more difappointed than I am.
But inafmuch as ’tis a Service afligned me, let me drop
a few Words to you, by Way of Exhortation and En-

~ couragement, in’ the Worl». to whxch you are now to be

confecrated, | !

<X’
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We are glad and rejoice, ‘that this Day thc Lord
Fefus Chrift calls you to bear his Name, plead his Caufe,
" deliver his Meffage, fpread his Fame, and difplay his

‘Glory among thie Gentiles, We charitably hope and

believe, it hath pleafed Gobp - to ‘reveal his §oz in you 3

‘and we traft, not only ‘that you may finally be brought

to eternal Glory,. but alfo ‘that you may” preach him to

the Heathen. We adore the Gop of Nature and Grace,

"who has confer’d upofi you the Gifts and Graces of his

.~ Spirit, and a- hopeful Meafure of Furniture for the Work

to which he calls you. We look upon it a Token -

for Good, that the Love of Chriff, conftrains you to
compaffionate your Kindfmen after the Fleth, who

" dwell in Darknefs, and ghe Shadows of Death, fo that

you are 2 Volunteer in a Miffion among them., You

nced eminent Degrees of Wifdom, Patience, Self- De-
+nial, Courage and Zeal, in the Profecution of the Work
affigned you. Perils, Bardfhips, F angues, Labours and”

Sufferings, no Doubr, attend your important Embafiy.

But, my dear Brotber, let none of thefe Things affright

you ; remember, always remember, who hath call’d

_ you to this Work ; and that yéur Sufficiency is of, and

from Him, who is your Gop, and Hath faid, I am that

" Iam. His infinite Wifdom  will be your Gunde,--fhls
. almighty Power your Shlcld ---and Himfelf your ex-

ceeding great Reward. Take hold - of that precious*

Promife by Faith ; plead it, live upon it for Protettion,

‘Light, Suppert, Strength bucgefs and Comfort, ‘¢ Lo,

1 am" with you alway.”’—Often Refreth your Hcart,
- with a believing Remembrance of the many ample Pro-

mifes, which have Refpect to the magnificent Enlarge-

-ment, nght, Purity, Glory and F ehcxty, of the Divine -

Redeemer’s Kingdom, inthefe laft Days. King Fefus

thall have the Heathen for-an Inheritance, -and the utter-

moft Parts of the Earth for his Poffeffion. He f{hall call

.a Nation that knew him .not ; 3 and Nations that knew

him not, fhall run unto himi ;- his Dominions fhall be

-from Sea to Sea; they thar dwell in the Wildernefs,

ﬁ:all bow bcforc him;  his Namc fhall bc great among -

ha |
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the Gentiles, to whom he is given for a Light; there
fhall be one Lord, and his Name one ; the Ends of the
“Earth fhall remember and turn to the L.ord ; all Nations
fhall flow unto the Mountain of the Lord’s Houle 3
the Kpowledge of the Lord. fhall fill the Earth, as the
‘Waters do the Sea; and all Fleth fhall come to him.
who heareth Prayer.”” —You have heard how the Gob °
of Ifrael did not chopfe a Diffufion, but a Confinement
of his Name for Thoufands of Years; as defigning now,
under the Gofpel Difpenfation, amazingly to widen and
extend the Knowledge of himfelf ; and to-put that Ho~
nour upon his Son Fefus Chrift, which he eternally de-,
- fign’d to-confer upon him, by fpreading his Name and.
Fame the World over. And this Honour, he this Day
confers upon you, Sir, of bearing his Name, and pro-
claiming his Glory, divine and mediatorial, among the
Gentiles. You are call’d to affift in bringing in an im-~
menfe Revenue of Honour and Glory to Gop, Father, °
Son, and Spirit : And this too, in a Day in which we
have Reafon to believe from Scripture Prophecy, and.
the prefent Afpect of Divine Providence, that the Latter-
Day Glory is dawning ; a Day alfo, in which, by the
Smile¢s of Heaven upon our Forces, and the Succefs of
our Armies in America, a joyous Profpet opens to
View, far beyond all that ever appear’d’ before, for
evangelizing the Heathen in thefe Ends of the Earth.
At this very Day of growing Wonder and refrefhing .
Hope, the Lord calls you to preach the Gofpel to thofe,

who from Time immemorial, have béen wandering out
" of the Way of Salvation, ¢ without Cbrift, and without,
Gob in the World.”” With Regard "to the Miffion be-
fore you, you may fay unto Goo, with Humility and.
adoring Thankfulnefs, as Samuel faid, in another Cafe,
“ Here I am, for thou doft call me.”” Methinks there
is now a Voice utter’d by the adorable Trinity, ¢ whom'
fhall I fend, and who will go for us ?*’* And how fhould
your Heart eccho back, ¢* Here I am, fend me!”” Has.
Fefus Chrift been reveal’d in and to you? And g.loci tht; :

orc¢
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Lord now call you to preach the Gofpel to the Heathen #
. Surely you will not confer with Difficulties and Dangers;
ot carnal Intereft ; but feek to be-on your Way to the
Heathen Nations as foon as may be, to let them hear of
your Lord and Saviour. While you feel the Love of
our dear Immanuel glow in your Breaft, how, oh, how!
your Heart akes and bleeds within you, for your poor.
benighted Kinfmen after the Fleth, that are perithing
for Lack of Vifion! How Jong? How much? And
how often it has done fo? 1 give you Joy, my dear

Brotber, for the Door of Hope for their Salvation,
opens to View with a promifing Appearance. At one

and the fame Time, Opportunity prefents for you to

~ vent: your Love to the divine Fefus, and your Compaf-

fion to the perifhing Souls of your Nation.

- Now then, our dear Brotber, go, go ; and may the
Lord go with you, and now fend Profperity ! Go in the
Spirit of an ‘Apoftle, go do the Work of an Evangelift 5
Go lift up your Voice in the Huts of Savages, and cry
aloud'to the People that dwell in the.gloomy Shadcs of
‘Death! And let them *¢ hear the Joyt%l Sound.>”™

tell them of 7:/’145, tell them who the Saviour’is ; tcll
them, ¢ He is Gop over all, blefled forever more 3’

" tell them of his divine and mcdlatoml Glery, allurmg,

Fulnefs, and pcrfe& Excellence ; tell them he is the

only Mediator and Saviour, and that he is both able and
willing to' fave them ; tell them King Fe/us Reigns,
God’s own almighty Son, and they who dwell in the
‘Wildernefs muft bow' before him, fubmit to him, believe
in him, love, worfhip, and adore him, as Lard of All.
 And whether they will hear or farbear, know thou, our
dear Brother, your Judgment will be- with the Lord,
and your Reward with your Gop; glorious in full Pro-
portion to your Dlngcncc and I-xdchty

In the T bzrd Place, as T obferw at prefent, a Namber
of Candidates for the Gofpel Minifiry, I take ibe Liberty
of making an Addrefx to them, ~ -

Xy
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. My young Friends, o
- 1 always feel great Tendernefs toward hopeful Youth,
who have ferious Thoughts toward engaging in the
Gofpel Miniftry ; efpecially toward you, who have moft
of you, for a Time, fojonrned under my Roof, prin~
Gipally purfuing Theological Studies. Suffer me therefore
to addrefs you by Way of Exhortation; to fee to it that

you know the Lord Jesus favingly. Prefume not to

- reft in the charitable Opinion of others, as your Evi-
“dence, that you favingly know the Lord: You may

have the Santtion of the charitable Hope and Judgment
of Prefbyteries, or Affociations, and yet be eternally

rejeted by the Lord. The eternal Judge, ¢ whofe

Eyes are a3 a Flame of Fire,”* and whofe Prerogative

 alone it is to fearch the Heart; will one Day fay to many,

to Multitudes, that have prophefied, that have preached
in his. Name, I appreve you not, depart from me.—If
they who have preach’d in his Name, may perith in his
Wrath, how greatly it concérns them that preach; to
have fatisfactory. Evidence, by the Acings of Grace, .

that they traly kmow the Lord!. To fome, it may poffibly -

feem a very bold Affertion, but I declare it in plain
Terms, that no Man can ever prove to himfelf, that he

- 'was call’d of Gop, to engage in the holy Miniftry, who
_has never been effeCtually eall’d by divine Grace, fo as

to know the Lord favingly. And unlefs you thus know

the Lord, with what Heart, with what Confidence, can
“'you enter -upon the facred Miniftry 2 If you fhould run
“the Rifk, the awful Rifk, void of fuch Knowledge,

what Comfort can you take therein ? Or what of Succefs
can you expeét thereupon? Without Controves(y, it

will one Day be a Soul puzzling, Soul ‘con'fo'undinq '

Queftion to many, “ Man, who made you a Minifter 3

‘Who gave theé Commiffion to treat for Chriff 2 And to
whom, but them, who preach an unknown Cbriff, and
and who run before they were fent; as regardlefs of

" Gofpel Order ? 1 befeech you therefore, my young Friends,

that in the firft Place you be well fatisfied that you -
- H favingly

P
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favingly know the Lord. Ply, warroly ply the Throme
-of Grace, that you may become -rich in Experience of .
divine Grace, and that you may enjoy copious Meafures
of divine Influence. -Go on indeed to feek all ufeful and
fuitable Furniture for the great Work you have in View,
- ‘and never imagine you have come to a e plus ultra.
* Amidft other Parts of ufeful Learning, ftudy Oratory,

and artful Method of Addrefs ; but reft not here. If
you had all Knowledge, and underftood all Myfteries,
and could vfe all the Force of Perfuation, and Charms
" of Eloquence; were you furnith’d with all the flowing
- Oratory of Cicero, and all the Thunder of Demofthenes
-and’ could you employ them in every Sermon you. preach;
yet, without the gracious Prefence of ‘the Lord with you,
you would in Reality be but ‘as the founding Brafs and
- tinkling Cymbal, that makes an empty Noife and ufclefs
Mufick. I pray Gop, that the Day in which we live,
‘may not be a Day in which the true Spirit of preaching
becomes loft, for want of due Regard to the Influences
- of the holy Spirit.  While. the Study -and Ufe of fine
Language and Oratory are fo much in Vogue among
Preachers, and fo pleafing to many Hearers, as at this
Day, and tend .fo much to recommend the Preacher,
. and to promote his Reputation, the Temptation, to the
young Preacher efpecially, is prodigioufly powerful to
fubftitute thefe Things in the Room of the Divine Pre-
. fence and Afliftance, and teo reft in them. But alas, for
" us that preach! alas for them that hear, when it fhall
become thus! In the Eye of a judicious fpiritual Hearer, -

-can ‘it look like preaching the everlafting Go{pel, and
. having to do with thg eternal Gop, and immortal Souls,
for. Time and endlefs Worlds, to make- the Pulpit &

meer Stage, and juft to flourith out a pretty pert Har-

‘rangue, top’d up with one or two general jejune infe-
rences ? How much foever this may pleafe the, vitiated
Tafte and Humours-of fome, the two diftant Poles are

not more remote from each other, than fuch Manner of |

Pulpit Work from a genuine Aptitude and Tendency to

: S . pierce
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pierce the Heart, to awaken theConfcience, and.to do
good to the. Souls of Men. ’Tis true indeed, Men
“have their various Gifts, Talents, and Turns of Mind ;
>tis natural to fome Men to communicate their Thoughts -
- in a corre®, mafculine, nervous, ftriking and charming
Stile and Diction ; as truly natural, it appears beautiful.
Some fuch there are, who from the fpiritual Frame of
their Hearts, are zealous, lively. and practical Preachers,
. and excel in making the moft warm Applications and
- earneft Addreffes to the Hearts and Confciences of them
that hear. -Their Delivery and Geftures ;are natural,
“grave and decent, Adtion 1s lively and fignificant, void -
of AffeCtation ; their Sermons areevidently calculated,
-pot to gratify Men’s Curiofity with pleafing Speculations,
but to pierce their Hearts with pungent -Convictions ;
not to pleafe their Fances, but to awaken their Con-
{ciences, and to cenvert and fave their Souls. They
. appear as Men who have been with Gop in private,
and thereupon fpeak by his fpecial Affiftance i publick 5
thefe are doubtlefs juftly celebrated Preaghers of the
Gofpel.  1f we would a& the Orator, the Minifter, or
the Chriftian, 'we muft endeavour to know and to culti-
vate "the ‘peculiar Turn of eutr Qwn Mind, and not
indulge a vain Affeation, nor Attempt a forced Imi-
tation of any Man. I¢ will appear unnaturdl and dif-
agreeable to a judicieus Hearer, when it becomes too
evident, that the Preacher who has not a ndtural fpon- .
taneous flow of ready and elegant Expreflions, has la=
- bour’d hard to polith his little Compofition, by the con-~. .
ftant Glitter of (hining Phrafes, by arranging his Words, .
beautitying bis Language, rounding his Periods, fo as
“geally to ftiffen bis Difcourfe : When' by ‘minding little
Things over much, he has betray’d the Want of a Heart
.deeply aw’d and imprefs’d with a Senfe of what he is
about, and the Want of a due Regard to divine Influ-
- ences, and a pointed Form of Addrefs, fuch as is ge-
merally to be found in the Sermons which our Lord
- Chrift preached, While loofe and general Harangues

A °
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are now grovbn fo fathionable in Pulpité,. that thé, ti{ue..
Sprrit of evangelical Preaching may not be loft; let young
Preachers learn true Oratory from Fefus Chbrift, and feeck

copious Meafures of his gracious;’ fpiritual Prefence with
them. That Preacher has hit upon the true Mafter-.

-

Key of facred Eloquence, and obtain’d the beft Part of |

a Pulpict Grator, who. is Mafter of a good Difcourfe, -

and is fkilful in applying ofit, -in its full Weight home

upon the Confciences: of Men, who knows how to lay

open the human Heart, and trace it’s 'W'mdings, it’s
Difguifes and Corruptions, and how to draw Voice and
Paffion from the Heart," fo that every éne fhall hear, fee,
and recognize himfelf, and ftand acquitted or condemn’d

in his own Breaft, according as he deferves one or the -

other : But no Man is like to do ¢4ss to Purpofe, ‘unlefs
the Lord is with him, .and fpeaks by him. Labour and
Art may make a Man an elegant and corre&t Speaker,

fo as to be much admir’d by himfelf,. and by thofe who'

feck nothing firther ;  but I will. be bold to fay, that no
Man can become a real powerful Chriftian Orator, unlefs
the Lord is with him, impreffes divine Truth upon his
Heart, and helps him in fome good Meafure to preach
as he ought, * even in Demonftratien of the Spirit and

of Power.”” I befeech you, Sirs, labour to be Mafter:
of the Subje@ you handle, to be full of it, to be tho=

roughly enlighten’d and warm’d . with-it; to feel every
‘Sentiment you deliver, and every Paffion you mean to

‘infpire. Remember the Pulpit is a Place in which Men’

- ordinarily affe&t to fhine, in Brightnefs of Sentiment,

Finenefs of Compofition, and a Gracefulnefs of Elecu~

tion; and if the Preacher does but think, (and ’tis a .

" ‘Wonder if he don’t) that he has obtain’d the Reputation
of a fine Speaker,” great is the Force of Temptation, to
bring him under the Power of Pride and Self-Admira-
tion. And that he may now defpife the Srhiles, as well
as Frowns of the People, and by Humility be kept fafe,
as not forming big Ideas of his own Importance, and
~his own Performance ; and that he may have a Mind
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' exalted in all Refpeds above this World, and above it

felf ; how much he needs a Combination of grand and
folemn Views of. divine Objets, and Things Eternal, -
by the gracious Prefence of the Lord with him? The -
Lord being thus with you, you will fink into Nothing 3
feel lefs than an Attom, as ftruck- with the Majefty of
his Perfections, and tranfported with the Wonders of

"his Love : New you will fee the Beauty, Glory, and
, Excellence, now Tafte the Sweetnefs, and feel the Power

of divine Grace and Truth upon the Heart ; and now

“you will be filled with Bowels of Compaffion and God- |

Yike Pity toward the Souls of Men : And.now your
Manner of Preaching, will neceffarily be inftruttive,
warm, cafuiftical'and pathetical ; addrefled often to the -
Confciences, and frequently to the Affetions of your '
Hearers; the moft hopeful Method to enlighten and

. vivify others.  After all, ever remember;, that the faving
. Efficacy of all Means, depends upon the Co-operation of

the holy Spirit ; powerful Paul/ may plant, and eloquent
Apolles water, ‘tis God giveth the Increafe : Therefore -
you muft be very converfant with Heaven, importunate,
anceflant at the Throne of Grace, praying the Lord to

- grant divine Influences to the People, . as well as to your-

{felves: And. if he fo does, and works by you, afcribe
all the Glory to him, to his free and fovereign Grace. .
In fine, my.dear Sirs, be fure that you always give due .
Honours to the Aids and Influences of the noly Spitic 5
and thus, *tis hopeful, you will bécome powerfuland fuc-
cefsful ‘Preachers of the Gofpel ; and thus may the Lord- -

be with you and blefs you, and make you Bleffings in

your Day, and finally Crown you with immortal Glory!

" Fotirthly and laftly, I turn the Addrefs, in few Words,

40 the Body of the Pesple.

My Friends, . . o
You have heard what for Preachers Men ought to

* bes ‘and thereby what for a Man you ought to choofe,
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in a Judgment of Charity favingly knows the Lord Yefus
Chrift : And does it not argue £c Worth of your SZL{Is,
- and the Importance of your Salvation, that Men muft
- be endued with- fuch rich Furniture, in‘order ta preach
the Gofpel to you. As for thofe of you, who favingly-
know the Lord Chrit, and thereby have the firft Dawn-
ings and Pledges of an immortal Day of Glory, fhout
forth the Praifes of fovereign Grace, and labour to grow
in the Knowledge of him, and thereby to-increafe in
. Holinefs and Bleflednefs. Ye that are fecure in Ziow, .
- know ye, that to know the only true Goo, and Fefus
Cbriff, is cternal Life ; and that to remain fecure and -
ignorant, is eternal Death. Ye awaken’d Sinners, (for
_bleffed be the Lord there are fome fuch) knew ye, that
 the holy Spirit will ftrive with you, but for alimitted
Time ; your'eternal All depends upon hijs Influenceé and
~ Agency, therefore: grieve him not.  You appear folici-
tous to know what you muft do to be faved, know ye, -
that you muft believe in the Lord Yefus Chrift, fo fhall
e be faved.—In a Word, to conclude, may we All,
{'liniftcr's, and People, old and young, high and low,
rich and poor, Negroes and Indians together, One and
All; account all Things but Lofs and Damage, for the
Excellency of the Knowledge of the Lord Fefus Chrift 5
and thus become trply blcﬂ%d now, and be inconecivably.
" blefled,. through the unmeafurable Revelutions of Eter-
nity ; which Gop of his infinite Mercy grant! For the
divine Mediator’s Sake. Amgn, and AMeN.
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