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THE Excellence and Importance of the Saving Knowledge

of the LORD Jesus Christ in theGOSPEL-PREACHER ,

plainly and ſeriouſly repreſented and enforced : And

CHRIST preached to tbe Gentiles in Obedience to the

Call ofGOD.

А

SERMON,
-PREACHED AT

EAST-HAMPTON, Auguſt 29, 1759 ;

AT THE

ORDINATION

OF

Mr. SAMSON, Occum ,

A Missionary among the INDIANS.

BY SA MUEL BUELL, M. A.

Paſtor of the Church of CHRIST, at EAST-HAMPTON,

LONG-ISLAND.

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED ,

A Letter to the Rev. Mr. DAVID BOSTWICK , Minifter

of the PRESBYTERIAN Church , in New -YORK, giving

ſome Account ofMr. Occum's Education , Character, & c.

1 Cor. ii, 2. For I determined notto know any Tbing among you , feve JtsosCHRIST
and bim crucified.

2 Tim . ii. 16. Preacbed to be Gentiles . -...

Psalm cxix. I made Haffe and delayed not to keep iby Commands.

Rom . i. 16. For I am not aſhamed of tbe Goſpel of CHRIST.
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L E T T E R,

то THE

Rev. Mr. David BOSTWICK.

At ŅEW - YORK.

MOST

1

1

Reverend and dear Brotber ,

OST gladly I embrace the preſent Opportunity

to anſwer your requeſt, viz. “ That I would

* give you a brief Account of the Rev. Mr. Occum's

? Education, Character, and fitneſs for his deſigned

& Miſſion :" ---Moft gladly ---becauſe, I am not without

Hope, that it may have ſome Influence, to promoteone

of the moſt important and beneficenc Deſigns in the

World : As I am well aſſured it will, if by Means

thereof, any well diſpoſed Perſons ſhall be excited to

contribute the more liberally toward upholding and ſup

porting Mr. Occam , in his Miſſion among the aboriginal

Natives of America ; and any of them ty theBleſſing of

God upon his Labours, for that Purpoſe ſhould be truly
evangelized.

To make Uſe of Mr. Occum's own Phraſeology, He

was brought up a Heathen till he entered upon the eigh

teenth Year of his Age : At which Age, he began to

ſeek after an increaſing Acquaintance with the Engliſh

Tongue ; and to labour after being indoctrinated in the

Chriſtian Religion. But before the Expiration of this

Year, (which he calls the Year of Salvation to him) he

ſays, thathe can but hope, “ it pleaſed God to reveal
his Son Jesus Christ, in him and to him , in 2

ſpiritual
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ſpiritual and faving Manner. Hehad at this Time, a

clear, powerful, and practical Conviction of themoral

Pollution of his Nature, and of the great Defilement of

his Life, by actual Sin í of his loſt, miſerable and undone

State by Nature ; of his utter Inability to liberate himſelf

from this deplorable Conditions of his Unworthineſs to

be help’d, and of che Juſtice of God in his final and

eternal Rejection . And having with deep Solicitude,

and Anxiouſneſs of Mind, turned every Stone, and tried

everyExpedient within the Compaſs of his Power, by

the Uſe of Means, in order to obtain Salvation , found

thereupon, an abſolute Neceſſity of religning himſelf up

i to God, as rightful Lord, and an infinite Sovereign, who

might fave or deſtroy him forever, as he pleaſed : And

thus ſubmiting to God, as merciful, and could fave, and

juſt if he caſt off and deſtroyed ; at this folemp Seafon,

he believes, the holy Spirit illuminated his Mind, and

enabled him to behold the divinely glorious Objects of

Faith, and inclined him to elect and chooſe God, as his

laſt End, and chief Good, through the divine Mediator

CHRIST Jesus. ' From which Time to the preſent, he

ſeriouſlyprofeſſes, to have found a great Changewrought

in the Temper, Bias, and Inclination of his Soul , turn

ing of it from Sin to Holineſs, from the Creature to

God. He obſerves, that among other Things, opening

to View at this Time; he ſaw inan affecting Light, the

infinite Reaſonableneſs of dedicating himſelf, entirely and

abſolutely, to God theFather, Son andHolyGHOST,

as his owner, to be diſpoſed of by him , as his Ruler, to

obey him, as his Benefactor andchief Good, thankfully

to depend on him , and love him , and live to him , as his

ultimate End. And alſo, that while he looked upon his

Kinsfolk, " as periſhing for Lack of Viſion , " he found

within himſelf a bleeding Tenderneſs of Heart, and unut

terable Bowels of Compaſſion toward them : Which

excited in him , ardent Defires after becoming under

Advantage to promote their Inſtruction, in theKnow

ledge of the Chriſtian Religion , and to befriend them

with Regard ço their eternal Salvation--- Hearing that
the
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the Rev. Mr. Eleazar Wheelock, Miniſter of the Goſpel

aLebanon, had a Number of Youth under his Care

and Tuition. Mr. Occum , carncftly requeſted of him, che

Favour of becoming one of the Number ; which , after

fome Examination was readily granted . Mr. Occum ,

lived about three Yers with the Rev. Mr. Wbeelock ,

and one Year with the Rev. Mr. Pumroy, Miniſter of

the Goſpel at Hebron , proſecuting the Study of the

Engliſh , Latin and Greek Languages ; and alſo con

tracted foaie Acquaintanec with the Hebrew . During

this Time, Mr. Occuvi, made fuch Progreſs in Learning,

that he was ſo well fitted for Admittance into College,

(which was deſigned ) that he doubtleſs would have

entered upon his ſecond Year, at his firſt Admiſſion. But

through intenſe Application to Study, he very much

weakened his Eye-Sight, ſo that ' twas judged prudent

for him to defift from ſevere Study for a Time : After

fomeMonchs Trial, finding his Eye- Sight ftillremained

fo weak 48 not to admit of hard Study, ' twasthought

adviſeable , that he fhould enter upon the Buſineſs of

keeping School : Which he accordingly did among the

Indians at Montaut, who live upon the Eaſt End of

this Ihand, to whom he has been very beneficial, eſpe

cially to the Youth and Children there.

About a Year and a Half before Mr. Occum's Ordi.

nacion , the Reverend Affociation of Windbam County,

in the Colony of Connefticut, gave him a Licence to

preach , as a Candidate for the Goſpel Miniſtry , and

referred him to our Preſbytery for Ordination, in eaſe te

thought proper. While theſe Tkings were tranſacting,

feveral Letters came to Hand, from our worthy and

dear Friend,the Rev. Mr. Davies, ( ſince Preſident of

New Jerſey College, and we truſt now in Glory ) warmly

urging Mr. Occum's Ordination, with a view to his

going upon a Million among the Cherokees ; but they

taking an unhappy. Turn, and engaging in a War with

246, that Dofign was obſtructed . Wereceived the Infor

mation ofthe perfidiousConductof the Cherokee Nation ,

a few Days before the Time appointed by the Preſbytery
for
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for Mr. Orcum's Ordination ; nevertheleſs, that was not

preventive of it ' ; for a Motion had been made for his

entering upon a Miſſion among the Mohawks ; and

there are ſeveral Tribes of Indians on the Continent,

and alſo upon this ifland, that he could miniſter unto

occaſionally ; and it was hoped thatGod in his Providence ,

in duc Time, would open an effectual Door for his Uſe

fulneſs, among them who dwell in the Wilderneſs.

Whereupon ; the Preſbytery finding of him , upon due

Examination, poffeft of a hopeful . Meaſure of neceſſary

Qualifications therefor, proceeded to ſeparate himto the

Work of the ſacred Miniſtry, according to Goſpel-Rule

and Order.

From which Time to the preſent, he has principally

preached to the Indians at Montauk ; who, I fear will

foon perceive ſome lamentable Effects of his Departure
from them .

' Tis now eleven or twelve Year ſince Mr. Occun

has officiated in the Quality of a School-Mafter ; during

which Time, he has been making Proficiency in the

various parts of Learning, which ſerve to qualify, in

their Place, forpreaching the Goſpel,whichall along he

has had in View. But his Progreſs in Learning has been

much retarded , and his Uſefulneſs greatly embarraſſed ,for

Want of due Support, and thereby Freedom from

wordly Cares, and Avocations ; yet he has improved

Timewith ſo much Vigilance and Induſtry , asto become

pofleft of a good Degree of uſeful Learning ; and has

been improving to good Purpoſe in the Chriſtian Life.

He is endued with no ſmall. Degree ofKnowledge in the

holy Scriptures ; and , in the whole of his Deportment,

he exhibits ample Evidence, that he has a living Faith

within , of divine Truths. ;

As a Preacher of theGoſpel, he ſeems always to have

before his Eye, the great: End of the Miniſtry , the Glory

of God , and the Salvation of Men. AstheMatter of his

Sermons is deſigned for the good of. Souls ; fo‘his Way

of Expreſſion is proper to that End. He uſes great

Plainneſs of Speech , and makes cloſe Application of Truth
to
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to the Conſcience ; which you well know. Sir, that

although this isnot fo agreeable to thoſe,who are loch to

have their Minds impreſſed with a juft Senſe of the

Weight of Things eternal s nor fo pleaſing to them

who form a Talte rather for the Flowers of Oratory,

than for the fubftantial Food of the Sanctuary ; yet'tis that

Method of preaching which is beſt adapted to do good to

the Souls ofMen ; and upon which, the LORD is pleaſed

to command his Bleffing . Thoſe,who have had Oppor

tunicy to obſerve, take Notice, that his Manner of Expreſ.

lion,whenhe preaches to the Indians, is vaſtly morenatural

and free, cleat and eloquent, quick and powerful, than

tis wont to be, when he preaches to others. As an

Inſtructor of the Indians, he makes frequent Ufe of apt

and fignificant Similicudes, to convey and illuſtrate

Truth : Such a Method of conveying Ideas, you know,

Sir, is natural to Indians in general, and therefore, doubt

leſs, as pleaſing as " tis natural.

In Prayer, his Solemnicy and Reverence are becoming

one that beholds him who is inviſible : He appears

eminentlyenrich'd with, a Spirit of Adoption ; andleems

often indulged with much holy Freedom of Acceſs to

the Throne of Grace: His Mind is chiefly intent upon ,

and his Heart much drawn forth, in Deſires after thoſe

Bleſſings which are infinitely the moft excellent and

important.

He adds Force to the Doctrines he preaches, by the

prevailing Charms of an unſpotted Life, and a Conver

ſation as becomes the Goſpel. From the Time that he

hopefully experienced a ſaving Change, to thisvery Day,

he has been prelerved from that Sin, which ſeems to be

the Indians. Conftitution Sin , and from every Sin, that

is commonly called ſcandalous : In all Refpects, he has a

negative Goodneſs; and ſhines in che poſitive Beauties of

Holineſs. In ſhort, he is an Ornament to the Chriftian

Religion , and the Glory of the Indian Nation ,

Mr. Occum is well acquainted with the Nature and

Ellence of Religiou, as it eminendly confifts in a Confor

mity of the whole Soul to the moral Excellencies of God,

B
and
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and his Wil. He is found in Principle, and well
eſtablithed in the Belief 'of divine Truth , and is far from

reſting in a naked and cold Afſent thereto ,helabours

after, and appears actually.pofleft of a good Degree of

the Life and power of Godlineſs ; as a Mon, judiciouſly

zealous, and happily free from an enthuſiaſtick Turn of

Mind an Attainment,webelieve, Sir, as truly excellent
as 'uis uſeful and rare. He is indeed well pleaſed with

raiſed and holy religious
cction

s, asthe Reſule of a

proport
ionable

Degree of Illumina
tion

of Mind , and as

they powerfu
lly

influenc
e
to practica

l
Holineſ

s
, and excite

to a permane
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Devoted
neſs

tothe Service and Glory of

God. There is therefor
e
, jalt Ground co believe, chat as

an Inſtruc
tor

of the lieatbe
n, he will teach them the Truth

as it is in Jesus ; that he will be far from reſting of

them in the form of Knowled
ge

, and mere external

Reforma
tion

; withou
t preſſing upon them the abfolute

Neceſſi
ty

of Regener
ation

, by the holy Spirit's Opera

tion , and thereupo
n
, the Fruits of evangelic
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And now , Sir, from theſe broken Hints, and that

agreeable pericnal Interview, I fuppoſe you will likely

have with Mr. Occum, when theſe Lines come to Hand ,

you will no Doubt, judge for yourfelf, as to his Qualif

cations and Fitneſs for the Miffion he is enterirg upon.

My known Affection to Mr. Occun , may perhaps

incline fome to conclude, thac I am prejudiced in his

Favour, and therefore am excellive in giving theſe

Sketches of his Character : 'Tis true, that I am not

alhamed the World ſhould know, that my Heart loves

him ; that I rejoice in the Grace of God conferred upon
him , that I

mire
the Pearl of GoſpelGrace, that is

him ; I

fet, not in the Heart of a Nobleman, but in the Heart

of an Indian, born a Pagan ; where it diſplays a fprightly

Beam , may be of signal Service, and afford a Fund of

Uſefulneſs' ; and that I ſeek to promote his being under

Advantage to do much Service in his Day, by whatI

nowy write ; butthen I riſque my Character upon it with

thoſe Miniſters of the Goſpel, and private Chriſtians, who
Pre
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are moſt acquaintedwith Mr. Occum , that, ( ſo far

know ) I have written nomorethan what is juſt, and the

real Truth, with Rolpect to him .

I am apa ia believe, Sir, that in the Requeſt you

cxhibit, you lo much your own Satisfaction,

(having before heard 10 much in Mr. Occum's

Favour), as the Information of thole, whowould gladly
be informed whac Encouragement there is to promote

hins in his Million, on Account of his Qualiication's

therefor And that you propoſe as a ſpecial End, an

Incentive to the Benevolent and truly generous Spirit of

Chriſtianity, that nothing ofanoutward Nature may be

wanting, which may be conduciveto promote his impor

cant and glorious Embaſſy. This, Sir, I hope will

ſufficiently juſtify your Requeſt,andmy Compliance, in

giving ſo much of theCharacter of a Man yetin the

State of Ta great Imperfe£tion ,andin a World of Ta

much Temptation , as this in which we at preſent live,

Wehave, doubclels, often thought, when we have bøheld

for a Time, ſhining Appearances, and hopeful reſplen-.
dent Virtues, al length overcaſt with the diſmal Gloom

of Error in Doctrine, or Scandalin' Practice ; that 'tis

i cnough to ſay of the beſt Man upon Earth , by wayof

Encomium , “ AllThings as yetappear welland excel

lent,and we have fufficient Reaſon to hope theywill do
fo And thusmuch I may truly fay, with Reſpect to

our dear Brother MrOecum. Amidit all thar Reſpect

and Honour,he receives from many;I am wellašuted,

thathe has ſome particular.Friends, whoobfervetohin

the Danger he is in of receiving Injury by thac bufy Sin

Pride notbecauſetheyſee the Appearance of it in him ,
butasfuppofing Satanveryactive in his Temppations,
andthathe would exere himſelf more to effect his falling

into Şin , preventi
ve

of his Uſefulne
ſs

, 'than he calf
ro.

on

Sulikelyto act a Parc destructive to his Kingdom ."Mr.

Occun, is not unapprehe
nſive

of Danger from this Quar

ter, he receives wich becoming Reſpect, and retains

with a warchful Eye, that needful Exhortatio
n

to all
Mians .
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Chriftians , « Let him that ſtands take Heed leaſt ha

fall;" His Heart ſays Amen, to that divine Sentence,

fumamarily expreſſive of the whole Deſign of the Goſpel,

* Let him that glorieth , glory in the Lord .” With

Pleaſure he adapts that Declaration of the Apoſtle, la

deſcriptive of Self-emptineis, — * I am , what I am , by

the Grace of God ." May ſuch Grace-exalting Language
ever have a genuine Flow, from his and our Hearts !

It yet remains that I obſerve, that Mr. Occum has a

Family, conſitting of a Wife and fix Children ; he has

one Son at School, under the Care and Inſtruction of the

Rev, Mr. Wheelock : ( who has a confiderable Number of

Indian Lads under his Tuition, that promiſe well for

eminent Uſefulnefs in their Day, by the Bleſſing ofGod. )

From the firſt of Mr Occam's coming to Montauk, he

has been fo faithfully engaged in keeping School, that he

has been able to do bụt little for the Support of his

Family : He has indeçd received about Twenty Pounds

per Annum , from the Gentlemen Commiſſioners in Boſton ;

and a few private Donations, from particular Friends,

all which , hath in no due Meaſure been equal to the

neceſſary Expences ofhis family ; ſo that in order to it's

Support, he, is become much involv'd in Debt ; and

therefore he ſtands in Need of conſiderable charitable and

liberal Donations, in order to the Diſcharge of Debts

already neceſſarily contracted,aswell as for the preſent
Support of his Family, and for his own Expences, while

engaged in his Million. - lt verily ſeems a Thouſand

Pities, that
u Dicum's Uſefulnels Mould be flung away,

for the Want of his dueSupport ; eſpecially in this Day,

inwhich a very glorious Proſpect openstoView, for

cvangelizing Multitudesof the Heathen ,and thereby, for

his doing much forGon's Hongur, and Men's Salvation .

While there are ſo many Chriſtians, who, daily ply the

Throne ofGrace,andpray for themagnificentEnlargement

of the divine REDEEMER's Kingdom among Men ; we

hope,we muſt inCharity hope,that their liberalDonations,

to promote the Propagation of the joyful Tidings of Sal

vagon amongthe Heathen , will agreeandcorrelpondwith

C
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their folemn Prayers : Surely , we need not heſitatea

- Moment, whether 'tis poſſible to honour God, in a more

excellent Way, with our worldly Subſtance . E

And now ,my dear Sir, I can ſcarce lay my Pen aſide,

' til I have taken the Liberty , and received the Pleaſure,

of expreſſing ſome of our joyous Proſpects, our harmo
nizing Hopes, and our hearty Wiſhes . We receive the

Information as well authenticated, that the Oneida Indians

( to whom Mr. Occüm is going) make the firſt Motion

- themſelves, and carneftly requeſt that a Goſpel Minifter

may be ſent among them ; they promiſe to receive him

with Joy, to treat him with Reſpect, and to hear him with

Candour. They have already collected two or three

Hundred Dollars, which they. Deſign, ( with others

to be collected ) to improve for crecting a Meeting

Houſe, that therein they may unite in the Worſhip of

the true and only God. They hope their Coulins the

Tuſcaroras will join with themin receivingthe Goſpel :

So that the Proſpect is hopeful, thatGod has a Deſign

* of ſpecial Mercy towards them . And upon the agreeable

Suppofition, that the Goſpel ſhould bccome thePower

ofGod to their Salvation , 'tis quite hopeful the bleſſed

Leavenwill ſpread, and be diffuſed farand wideamong

the Heathen Nations And how 6 this Grain of Muſtard

Seed may grow , and increaſe and ſpread ,"? God only

knows. When we take a View of the lignal Succelles

the LORD OF Hosts, hath given to Britiſh and

American Forces, eſpecially when we call to Mind the

moral Impediments that were in the way thereof, and

the Manner in which God hath wrought, the Wonder

and the Profpeét grows upon us ; that he hath'a Deſign

at this Time, to fpread the the Name andi Fame of the

glorious and dear IMMANUEL among the Heathen , in

theſe Ends of the Earth.

Werejoice in Hope, that all thoſewho are replenifh'd

with generous and active Zeal for the Glory of God,the

Honour of CHRIST, and the Salvation of Men, will foon

ſhare in the fublime Jøy and Satisfaction ofhearing, that

they " whodwell in theWilderneſs,"? hear of, trust in ,
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bowBefore , andyieldunteigned Subjection to the exalted

King of Zion . And as conducivethereto ,may we not

hope, that a generous Scheme will ſoon be fet on Foor,

for forming a Society in theſe Parcs, to receive Subſcrip

tions and Contribucions, with Deſign to promote the

-Education of Indian Youth , the Support of School

Maſters among the Indians, the Diftribution of uletu!

? Books, and in due Tine Bibles, & c, and eſpecially, with

1a Deſign to promote the Propagation of the Goſpel

among the Hearben; by thecue Support of well qualifica

Miffionaries, for chat beneficent and glorious Purpoſe.

W # EN we recolle che tragic Scenes of Years paſt ,
our Forts demoliſhed or burnt to Aſhes, purArjes gut

i to Pieces; ourCountrymen, in Numbers,butęhered and

mangled ;--and call to Mind, how the Voice ofLamen

cacion and Woe : was heard in our Streets ! How the

Hearts of Multitudes were failing them for Fear, while

: they heard the confuſed Noiſe of War, faw Garinents

s rolled in Blood , and theinfulcing Foe, ſpreading Delola

stion and Ruin all around ! And when we remember, whaç

a diſmal Scorm ſeem'd gathering faſt upon us, big with

1 awful Fades, threatening of us with Privation of our

wordly Subitanec; our ineſtimable, Privileges, civil and

Lacred, and all in thisWorld , that ought tobethemoſt

dear co us, Ill-boding , as if Ignorance and Superſtition,

Slavery and Perſecution ,wouldſoon overſpread theſe Re

Í gions ofLight and Liberty, and when at the ſame Time,

we recognizes that notwithſtanding the : Demerit of our

b : Crimes, juſt atthis momentous Criſis, theGod ofArmjes,

the God of Salvations, by Miracles of Providence, ſcat

tered mighcy Forces, diverted,the Storm, and wrought an

s admirable Train of glorious Deliverances, and policive

1. Şalvations for us al obſerve, : Wlienwe view andreview

theſe Things, we can but hope, that furniſhed with an

irreliſtable Train of Motives and Obligacions, Praiſe

worthy Charity will be reflected from Brcalt to Breaſt :

1. And that we hall fee Chriftians, though in fome leffer

Matters of differing Opinions, agreeing harmoniouſly in

this truly generous; intereſting and importantWork, yiz.



XV.

Contributingliberally toward promotingthePropagation

of the glad Tidings of Salvation among the Heatken .

Weheartily wilh, for the Contifortofhaving Region

to believe, that all whohave Intereſt at the Throne of

Grace , are much in Prayer to the great LORD of the

Harveſt, that he would raiſe up: qualify Men therefor,

and fpirit them to carrythe Light of thegloriousGoſpel

among periſhing Savages, and crown theit Miniſtrations

with gloriousSucceſs .

Wewiſh, that in Anſwer to a Spirit of Prayer pour'd
out in a kind of cæleftial Torrent upon Believers, the

Kingdom of our Lord CHRIST ,
among theHea :benzamong Men, may

be enlargedintenſively and extenſively
Nations, who have been foc Length of Time, overcaſt
with rayleſs Gloom , and benighted -with Shadows of

Death , may beenlighten'd and enlivend,by that glorious

Goſpel, which hath brought and Immortality to

· Light : That they, who have long been reſident “ inthe

Pitin which there is no livingWater ," may fee Rivers

opend in high Places;and Fountairis in the Defart, thar
they may taſte theSweetneſs, and feel the ſalutaryRetreſh

ment of the Fountain of Life, that they may drink copi

ous Draughts of thoſe heavenly Streams, the living

Waters of the Sanctuary : cand by them be quickenéd ,

purified, comforted , and live for ever . That Prodigal

Pagans, who, for numerous Ages, have been wandering

far from the Father of Mercies ,and living without fpiri

tual Food for their Souls, may now behold " a barren

Wilderneſs corn'd into a fruitful Field ,” aud find them

ſelves furniſhed with living Bread from Heaven ,inorder

to nouriſh them up in thedivine Life, and ſecure them

the Poſſeſſion of immortal Bleſſedneſs and Glory : Anl

thenceforth celebrate the divine Praiſes, ' till the Praiſe

reaches Heaven, and joins the Sorigs of Angels and glo

rified Spirits, and the Courts above eccho back the Ho

fannas, " til all that hath Breath Thall praiſe the LORD, in

that the eternal Son of the eternal FATHER, according to

Promiſe made to him as Mediator, hath the Heathenfor

an Inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for

a Poffeffion ,
King



King Jésus reigns, and ſpreads his glorious Fame,

The ſavage Nations know , and truſt his Name ;

Triumph ye Saints ! Ye Angels (trikeche Lyre !

In everlaſting Praiſe, let All conſpire !

Dear Sir, I forget myfelf, the pleafing Theme has

tranſported me beyond the Limits I had preſcribed to my

Mind : Pardon Prolixity, and theInaccuracy of my

Thoughts and Pen ; and I ſhall addno more, onlythaç

you are at Liberty to make ſuch Uſe of what I have

now written,asyou ſhall judge propers from the Hand

of,

Reverend and Dear Sir ,
r

Your affe &tionate Brother ,

In the work of the Cbriftian Miniſtry;

And ever faithful Friend ,

And Servant

EAST -HAMPTON ,

May 9 , 1761 .
Samtel Buell.
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THE

PREFACE.

A

LTHO ſoon after the Delivery of the enſuing

Sermon , undeniable Importunity prevailed upon

me to conſent to its Publication by the Preſs,

yet I deferr'd for a Time, as hoping divine Pro

vidence would open a Dobar for Mr. Otcum, to enter upon

a Million among the favage Nations in the Wilderneſs :

And chat Hópe not being in vain ; the Sermon under Pro

miſe, as now more fitly timed , comes to Handfrom the

Preſs. Having aſſerted therein fome Things diametris

cally oppoſite tothatScheme of Principles which ſome

Men embrace, I ſhall meet with no Diſappointment, if I

come under their Centure. All Men don't ſee Things

in the ſame Point of View ; yet ' tis a common Profef

ſion , we muſt think for ourſelves.

Hanc veniam petimuſque damusque viciſſim :

In the following Sermon I have freely declared it as

my Opinion, that men who enter upon the holy Miniſtry ,

ought to know the LORD Jesus CHRIST favingly. If any

ſhould cenſure me, as chargeable with Arrogancy , think

that I affert Points too boldly , and that Iaffect Singu

Jarity : I have this to ſay in general, that had I aimed at

being a Man -pleafer, I might have eſcaped their Cenſure.

I freely acknowledge, that many who agree with me

in point of Principle, would doubtleſs have done far

greater Juſtice to che Subject, and have handled it to

Vaſtly better Advantage. I ſaid that Days ſhould speak ,

and multitude of Years ſhould teach Knowledge. I found

C
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no Anſwer ; the Stage being clear, I ſaid I would thew

mine Opinion .

In publico diſcrimine omnis Homo miles eft.

When I preach'd the Sermon , I had juſt Reaſo: to

fear, that a Decay of the Lite® and Power of Godlineſs

among us, and the Prevalency of Arminian Principles

in ſome places , would unhappily prepare the Way for

fome Men to grow more bold chan ever, in oppoſing

divine Truth, and experimental Religion ; and as a native

Conſequence, the next Thing would be their open and

warm Oppofiton to the Examination of Candidates for

the Goſpel Mmifty, as to their experimental Acquain

tance with Region. For ifMen can once imagine, that

the Goſpel does not require favirg Grace, or which is the

fame: Thing, the ſaving Krowledge of the LORD, as

necefTiry Qu lification in Candidates ---what fhouldhins

der , but that, as tirminians, they drop all Preter:ce to

the Examination of Candidates, upon the Point of their

experimental Acquaintance with divine Truth , by effi

cacious and fovereign Grace . In the View of theſe,

and ſuch like Things (fadly ominious to the Churchof

Chrift,) I was, and am willing, accordag 10.my fmall

Ability, aod: Sphere of Influerce to give a i aveat againft

threatening Errors, to declare Truth for the Etabliſh

ment of fome, and to offer Matter of Conviction to

others : And whether it be judged too affuming, or nor,

I am as yet apprehenſive, that I did not fear where there

is no Danger .

li cenſured as aſſerting this, and other Points too,

boldly, ſmall Apology mult fuffice. I own realModeſty

in aſſerting Points properly dubious, to be graceful

but falſe Modesty, concealing or betravirg the Truths .cf
the Goljel, is atomirable. " } have believed ,"0," and;

aſignd the Reaſons why I thus believe , and have ſpoken

plainly, and whoſoever will, may call this ſpeaking boldly. i

As a Chriſian Miniſter, I think myſelf under the ſtrongeſt

Obligations to ſpeak out 'my Pripciples openly, and ſo

honeſtly : And as a Believer to declare the important

Truths
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Truths of the Goſpel ofmyLord and Saviour, boldly.

Let him that heſitates, ' and cannot anſwer this Question ,

4. What is Truch ?” . Speak doubcfally . Let Arminians

fculk and peep in the Dark, and as well as they can by

unfanctified Reason , defend their unhallowed frincipies,

which cannot bear the glorious Light of Divine revealed

Truth. Let Trimmers with the Times, obſerve their

needful Decorum , and be fure to ſpeak modeftly, and

with a bright Eye watch narrowly, or they may loſe

their beloved Popularity. But let the Miniſters of the

enthron'd SAVIOUR CHRIST Jesus the LORD, who know

Golpel Truths in the'r Lite-giving and transformi: g

Power, as illuminared by the Holy GHOST, “ Preachthe Kingdom of God, and teach th HOST, « Preach

concern the LORD JESUS CHRIST with all Confidence.”

When pernicious Errors are advanced and diſputed for,

and important Truths rejected and diſputed againſt ; with

Zéal awaken'd co Fiane we will to ſpeak our Opinions,

with the Reaſons of them , with an undaunted Parrhefia,

with a noble Boldneſs, whilft we plead the precious Cauſe

of God, and dear Zion . When Truths thut - greatly

concern the Honour of God, the Glorý of CHRIST, and

the Salvation of Men, are concealed or betrayed, given

up or oppoſet ; can the Miniſters of the living Word;

appear as void of ficred Fervor, as lifeleſs Statutes ?

Can they imagine that God or his Prophets, that CHRIST

or his Apoftles, inftructed Men in the modifh Art of

keeping Silence ? Or can they dream , that Love Divine

ſenc Preachers, among Men to palliate Goſpel Truths ?

No ; ſurely. We have renounced the hidden Things of

Diſhoneſty : ---We ſpeak as in the Sight of GoD : ---We

have the Teſtimony of Jesus to keep us in Countenance.

and are not aſhamed of his Goſpel,---which giveth Bold

neſs againſt chat univerſal Fire, which thall melt the

Elements, and thrivel up the Heavens like a Roll of
Parchment.

If cenſured , as holding an Opinion for the ſake of

Singularity, I diſcard the Thought as I do being a Lati

Judinarian, for the gain of Popularity. I am quite ſure.
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that in the preſent Cafe, I am far from being ſingular in

my Opinion : Many of my Fathers and Brethren , I well

know, hold the ſame Principle. And all Men of any

tolerable Reading in . Divinity, know that numerous

Divines ; in various Ages, moſt renowned for Wiſdom

and Piety in the Church of God , have been of the fame

Opinion, I own indeed , that in the Compaſs of my

ſmall Reading, I have not, that I remember, ſeen the

Point handled by way of methodical Argument, yet caſual

Hints, and plain Declarations, in Authors, give us their

Opinions : To quote, would be endleſs. If numerous

Authorities may add Force, and ſerve to confront op:

ponents, the Balance is in my Favour.

Vis anitur fortior.

In Conſequenceof the foregoing Principle; inmy Ser

mon , I have inſiſted upon the ſtrict Examination of

Candidates, ---as to their Acquaintance with experimental

Religion : For ' tis quite beyond me to comprehend, how

to ſeperate here, with Conſiſtency. Nevertheleſs, we

find that Men will fometimes make the Conceſſion , that

Candidates for the GoſpelMiniſtry ought ſavingly to

know the LORD,and yet don't care to admit that they

ſhould paſs an Examination , as to their experimental

Religion. Here I would take the Liberty to obſerve :

That upon this conceffion, that the Goſpel does require

ſaving Grace, as a neceſſary Qualification in a Candidate

for the Holy Miniſtry, then he has not a ſolid Founda

țion , ofRight to engage therein, unleſs he is poffeſt thereof.

And of Conſequence, Miniſters ought not to ſeperate

him to the Work of the Miniſtry, without Evidence

ſufficient to found a Judgment of Chriſtian Charity upon,

that he is truly gracious : For Faithfulneſs to our LORD ,

does neceſſarily require, that we have all Reaſon to believe

that the Candidate to whom we commit the Miniſtry, is

qualified as the Goſpel does injoin : And therefore we

muſt have all the moral Evidence, and Satisfaction, the

Nature of the Caſe will admit, that the Candidate is

truly gracious. The Point then ſeems to turn upon this :
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Hinge, or upon the Solution of this Queſtion, viz .

$ How ſhall we have all the Evidence the Nature of the

Caſe will admit, in order to exerciſe a Chriſtian Judg

mert of Charity, that the Candidate is truly gracious "!

Now, for a Perſon to appear blameleſs, as touching the

Law, as St. Paul tells us he did before Converſion, or aś

ftrict a Legaliſt as the the young Man in the Goſpel, who

yet lacked the main Thing ; will this, or in otherWords,

will an Appearance of outward Holineſs of Life, fuffi

cient for aKind of mere negative Charity, afford all the

Evidence for the Exerciſe of a Chriſtian Judgment of

Charity, that a Perſon ſavingly knows the Lord, that

the Nature of the Caſe will admit ! If it will, nothing

farther muft be fought. But if the Nature of the Cafe

willadmit, that a Profeſſion of the Eſſentials of Chriſtian

Piety, or an honeſtDeclaration of experimentalReligion ,

as affording ſome Degree of Evidence, for the Exerciſe

of a Chriſtian Judgment of Charity, that a Perſon ſaving

ly knows the LORD ; then, in thepreſent Caſe, ſuch Pro

feſſion , or experimental Religion, muſt be fought. Now

whether experimental Religion has in it , ordinarily, any

Thing of the Nature of Evidence ; and is of Uſe, or uſe

leſs, as to a Judgment of Chriſtian Charity towards a Per

fon , let all judge who profeſs to believe there is ſuch a

Thing as experimentalReligion, and that the Bible in

forms us what it is .

That I may be the better underſtood by my common

Reader, I will ſuppoſe, that he and I were Preſent the

other Day, at a Seſſion of the Presbytery, when the Can..

didates Tbeodorus and Popularus were examined : Wę

had ſome previous Knowledge of them both, ſo as to have

an equal negative Charity.They were aſked as to their

Aims and Views ; -As to what they had experienced of

che Power of Divine Truth, convincing, fanctiſing and

comforting .-- As to a Life of Faith, and Devotedneſs to

God .----And, ' tis needleſs to repeat,----we remember

Queſtions and Anſwers .--- To be ſhort, ſo far as we could

judge, (and'we could not help forming ſome Judgment) .

Theodorus gave an Acconnt of his experimental Religion,
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and a Life of Holineſs, as a Fruit of Faith in Christ ,

well agreeing with the Word ofGoD : But Popularas could

give no ſuch Scriptural Account ofexperimental Religion

and Holineſs, for he had none to give. Now if my Rea.

der will acknowledge, that he has more Evidence for a

Judgment of Charity, that Theodorus is truly gracious,

thank he has that Popularus is ſo, I have gained the

Point I have purfued ---'Tis not my Deſign at preſentto

anſwer Objections ; " What faith the Law and the Ter

timonies ? - . However, as there is one that is Chief, and is

thought by fome unanſwerable, and as bearing all , that

Can be ſaid, down before it , it may not be improper here

co give it a brief Conſideration, The Objection is this,

" viz . If ſaving Grace is' req : sired in the Goſpel, as a

nieceffary Qualification in a Candidate for the Miniſtry,

tije LORD CHRIST would have given ſome certain Rule,

whereby Miniters might aſſuredly know whether they

have fuch Grace, or not ; but no tuch Rule is given ,

therefore the Goſpel does not require fuch Grace in the

Candidate. Now, if there is any Scrength in the Objec

tion, ir lies in the Truth of this Propoſition, viz. That

whatever Qualificacion the Goſpel requires in a Candidate,

the LORD CHRI$T has given fomne cercain Rule, whereby

Miniſters may know whether he has ſuch a Qualification,

If this propoſizion is not true, than there is no

Force at all in the Argument. But is there a Divine upon

the Face of the Earth, that will affert and ſtand to it,

that this Propoſition is true ? No ; not one : For all will

own that ſome internal Qualifications are required , fome

Kind ,of Faith and Sincerity, and all muft owo they have

no cerrain Rule whereby they can afſuredly know the hid

den Things of the Heart : And this is to diſown the Pro

poſition, as to its Truih , and conſequently to give up

che Objection, or Argument. I ſuppoſe all who make

the above -mentioned Objection, againſt what I have

aflerted, are agreed , to a Man, that the Goſpel does rem

quire in Candidates for the Miniſtry , what they call moral

Sincerity , móral Seriouſneſs of Spirit, and Soundneſs in

che Faich, as neceffary Qualifications. I will noti fuppoſe,

or not.
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that ſome one, lax in Principle , and rude ,in Speech, be

comes an Objector againf my Cbjectors, ſaying, Gentle

men, you hold a Set of rigid Principles indeed : You

affert that ihe Goſpel requires that Candidates for the

Holy Miniſtry , muft have theſe Qualifications, moral

Seriouſneſs of Spirit, and Soundnefs in the Faith : But the

LORD CHRIST has given you no certain Rule, by wþich

you can aſſuredly know that a Candidate has fuch- Quali

fications ; therefore the Gofpel does not require thema

Now, what will my Objectors do ? To prolets they have

ſuch a Rule, they know they cannot ; to ſay that CHRIST

has been unfaithful to his Church they dare not ; infalli

bility they have not ; to giveup their Principlethey muſt

not, for the Goſpel expreſy requires theſe Qualifications :

What can ' they , what muſt they do ! There is but one

Thing that can be done conſiſtent with common Senſe,

and that is to acknowledge, that their grand and beloved

Objection , brought againſt the Truths 1 afiert, has no

Force at all in it . Should they imagine any, it lies as

much againſt them , as others : In hart the Argument

proves too much, if any Thing, and therefore nothing

ar ail . I am quite ſenſible that the Things I affert fall

heavy upon thoſe Candidates, who are not what they

ought tobe,and dinike to be told what they ſhould be : --

1 expect their Diſpleaſure, however, they have my Cam

paſſion, and my Prayers . They no doubt greatly applaud

ele Conduct of thoſe Miniſters who look upon ic

Deedleſs to examine Cancidates for the Goſpel Miniſtry,

as to their experimental Acquaintance with Religion :

Yet I take the Liberty to tell ſuch Candidates, that if

ever a Sovereign God is pleaſed to give them fan &titying

Grace, and in preſſes their Hearts with a due Senle of

his glorious Attributes, the Holineſs of his I aw, the

Purity of the Goſpel, the Weight Things Eternal,

and the immenfe Worth of Souls, they will then be very

far from an Approbation of the Practice of ſuch Miniſters,

upon the Point of which I ſpeak ; (not to ſay of their

experimental Religion alſo ) or I am greatly miſtaken .
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As ' to what I have ſaid, with reſpect to the gracious

Preſence of the Lord with his Miniſters, andCo -opera

tion of theHoly Spirit with their Miniſtrations ; whatever

fome think ; yet the Miniſters of CAR ist well know,

that if He withhold his Help, no Part of his Work can

be rightly perform’d,if Hedeny his Bleſſing, the beſt
Performances are in Vain .

I have no Apology to make for the Length of my

Sermont, but the Importance of its Contents ; nor for

the Length of my Preface, but with Relation thereto

and the Times that are, and are to come.

And now , oh my Soul ! -With the Friends of Zion ,

ftretch forth the Arms of intenſe Deſire, and by Faith take

Flight, over Darkneſs, Impurities, Altercations, and

Confuſions ; and falute ' the Dawnings of that glorious

Day of Zion's Light, Purity , Harmony, and Regularity ,

when the Church of the Living God , will approve of

nothing ſhort of thatGoſpelFurniture in Goſpel-Miniſters,

which has been infifted upon .

MEAN while, my Work is with the Lord, to whom

I truſt my Motives are approved ; I commit it with all

Humility to his Bleffings and co the Prayers of my Chrif

tian Friends,

EAST -HAMPTON ,

May 10, 1761 .
S. BUELL .

3
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GALATIANS, i. 16.

TO reveal his son in me, that I might preach, bim

among the Heatben ; and immediately I conferred not

with Fleſh and Blood.

11

21 HE Glorious Immanuel, the Meſſenger of the

Covenant, the everlaſting Covenant between
T

the Perſons of the holy Trinity , firſt pro

claimed the eternal Secret of redeeming Coun

fel and Love, unto trembling Man in the

Garden : This Revelation the Apoſtle remarkably termeth

the glorious Goſpel. Thus it will appear, if conſider'd

as the unalterable Diſpenſation of God, toward acomplete

Diſplay of the Perfe£tions of his Nature and Will ; and

as the grand Mean for bringing about the Glory of the

adorable Trinity, and as the only Contrivance for accom

pliſhing the Salvation of loft Man ; and alſo, that its

infinitely important and amiable Truths, will furniſh the

redeemed,and even all the bright Intelligences above, with

ſublime Praiſe and Admiration to all Eternity . If we

ſeriouſly conſider Things in this point of View , we ſhall

be apt to conclude, that the Goſpel muft ſurely be a

“ Scheme of Doctrines' worthy of devout Meditation,

deſervingD



deſerving the moft cordial Reception ; and alſo, calling

for the moſt fulemn Manner of Diſpenſation ; as by Men

enrich'd not only with doctrinal and ſpeculative Know

ledge concerning our Lord Chriſt, and the important

Truths of his glorious. Goſpel, but alſo truly adorn'd

and embelliſh'd with that Knowledge, which is experi

mental and practical ; or in other words, that Jeſus

Chriſt be revealed in , and ſavingly manifeſted to them,

by the Illumination and Operation of the Holy Spirit.

The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles; that excellent and

noble Patterns of Miniſterial Qualifications and Perfor

mances , was brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel ; and

not only fo, God from Above revealed his Son in him ;

thereby making up a moſt 'accompliſhing Mixture of

ſaving divine Knowledge, and folid human Literature.

He had an extraordinary Call to preach the Goſpel , and

was furniſhed with extraordinary Gifts and miraculous

Powers, the proper Credentials of ſuch a Call. Having

preach'd the Goſpel for a Time to the Jews, and their

Profelytes, without receiving Miniſterial Ordination

when the appointed Time came, for the Gentiles to be

come " Fellow Heirs with the believing Jews,'' St.

Paul, and Barnabas his Colleague, were made Miniſters

by Divine Deſignation, ſubmitting to Goſpel Ordination,

according to the Direction of theHoly Ghoft.* But the

Things which at preſent eſpecially call for our Notice,

are, That as a neceſſary Qualification for preaching the

Goſpel, the Apoſtle had Jeſus Chriſt revealed to him ,

and in him ; and that the great and glorious Subject of

lis Sermons was Jeſus Chriſt ; and that he inſtantly

obey'd thé Call of God , to preach Jeſus Chriſt to the
I- leathen .

In diſcourſing upon the Words, as I hope not un

ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion , by the Divine Afiftanco,

I ſhall attempt to ſhew ;

1. What Revelation and Manifeſtation of the Lord

Jeſus Chriſt, that is, which thoſe ought to have who

preach Him to others,

II . Sbew

* .2 : xiji. I, 2, 3.
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II. Sbew what is intended by preaching the Lord Jeſus

Chriſt to the Gentiles .

III. Iſhall obſerve that the Calls of God to engage in
bis Service, are to be obey'd withqur Delay, And

laſtly ,

I ball make ſome Application, by Way of Addreſs,

1. Then , I am to ſhow what Revelation and Mani

feftation of our Lord Christ that is, which thoſe ought

to be the Subjects of, who preach Him to others.

PREACHERS of the Goſpel , entruſted with the Holy

Miniſtry , as a neceſſary Qualification, ought to know

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not only by objective Light, or

the external directive Light of Divine Revelation ; but

alſo by an internal, powerful and ſaving Illumination of

the Mind , by the Irradiation and Operation of the Holy

Spirit.. And ſo to become poffeſs'd of a Knowledge,

that is not produced by the Power of human Reafon, or

the common Methods of Education or Inſtruction ; and

therefore a Knowledge not confin'd to the Head, but

ſeated in the Heart. An affectionate and fiducial Know

ledge'; diſpoſing the happy Subject of it to an intire

Reliance upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for Righteouſneſs,

Grace, and eternal Life ; and to love Him fuperlatively,

as diſcerning his incomparable Beauty, Glory, and Ex

cellency . A Knowledge that is Soul-humbling, Self

emptying, Soul-transforming, Chriſt -exalting ; and pro

ductive of Hatred to all Sin , and of a ſincere, cheerful,

ſolemn Conſecration of the whole Man to the Service,

Honour, and Glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This is

that Knowledge, which diſpoſed St. Paul to improve

all his Abilities to holy Ends and Purpoſes ; which puc

him
upon ſubordinating all his natural and acquired , in

tellectual and moral Accompliſhments, unto the Glory

of Chriſt, and the Good of his Church : 'And according

to the Meaſure of it received , will always have an an

ſwerable Effect upon Miniſters of the Goſpel. This is

that Knowledge, which the Apoſtle in Diſtinction from
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the Form ofKnowledge,calls the Savour of Knowledge ;

* and with Reſpect to which, he accounted all Things

but Loſs and Damage, as in the View of it's vaſt Im

portance, and tranſcendent Excellence ; t and in Com

pariſon with which , he determined to know nothing,

even in Corinth itſelf,the Seat of Learning and Polite

neſsg. This is that Knowledge by which all the Divine

Perfections are beheld, as they ſhine forth in their united

Glories, with a bright and charming Luftre,in the Perſon,

and Mediation of our Lord Chriſt ; and transform the

Spectator, in Heart and Life, into his Holy Image.

Thus the Apoſtle had Jeſus Chriſ revealed in him ,

and ſavingly manifeſted to him , before he preach'd Him

to others : And this fupernatural, experimental, and

practical Knowledgeof the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, every

Man ought to be pofleft of, that enters upon the Evan

gelical Miniſtry.

For , unleſs the Lord Jefus Chriſt is thus revealed in ,

and ſavingly manifeſted unto aMan,he cannot be qualified

for theGoſpelMiniſtry, as the Word of God does require ;

nor in any due Meaſure anſwer the Characters and Epithets

given to Goſpel Miniſters, in the facred Pages. The

Word of God requires, that Men be Holy who are put

into the Holy Miniſtry ; and the Holineſs required is.

not meerly relative, but real, and injoined as a neceſſary
Qualification for a Goſpel Miniſter. The Miniſters of

Chriſt's Church , have a ſacred Rule of Direction given

them, that will abide tho' Heaven and Earth paſs away;

that they put faithful Men into the Miniſtry : * And ' cis

required of Men in the Gofpel Miniſtry, that they be

faithful; t and Faithfulneſs in this Caſe, includes pure

and ſpiritual Aims and Intentions for God ; and necef

ſarily implies the ſaving Knowledge of our Lord Chriſt,

and theDerivation of Divine Grace from him. Amongſt

the many Characters of the Miniſters of the Goſpel re

corded in Scripture, we repeatedly find this given them,

viz, the Man ofGod : 5. This honourableCompellation or

Title imports, that a Goſpel Miniſter ought to be a Man
greatly
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greatly conformed in his Nature to the moral Excellencies

of God , and in a fincere Manner devoted to his Service

and Glory : And therefore implies ſaving Illumination in

the Knowledge of our Lord Chriſt. The Holy Spirit

gives the Character of Goſpel Miniſters, and the Cha

racter of Men in a State of unrenewed Nature, as ex

tremely diverſe and exceeding oppoſite , the one to the

other. Men in a State of unrenewed Nature, and with

out the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt, He calls blind , dark,

ignorant, ungodly, & c. But aſcribes to Goſpel Mini

fters the Titles and Epithets of Watchmen, Stars, Angels,

Men of God , F3.C. Now can there poſſibly be a greater

Seleciſm in Nature, a more abſolute Inconſiſtency in

Terms; than to ſay , a blind Watchman , a Star of

Darkneſs, an ignorantAngel, an ungodly Man ofGod ?"

Men, nor Angels, can't render theſe diſcordant, jarring

Terms and Characters correſpondent and harmonious.

If without the ſaving Knowledge of our Lord Chrift,

Men can't be qualified for the Goſpel Miniſtry, as the

Word of God does expreſsly require ; nor anſwer the

Characters the Holy Ghoſt gives to Goſpel Miniſters.--

The Conſequence is plain .--

I proceed, unleſs Men ſavingly know the Lord, they

can't covenant with Him, after the Manner He requires,

ạt the Time of folemn Separation to the Work of the

Holy Miniſtry, by Prayer, and the Impoſition of the

Hands of the Preſbytery. Ar this Time, there is a

Covenant enter'd into with God , call'd the Covenant

of Levi ;* the Perſon ordained vows and ſwears Allegi

ance to the Lord, that he will be faithful in the Work

now devolved upon him , as ſincerely confecrated to the

Service ofGod . Now, how can a Perſon thus declare

before God, Angels, and Men, that he fincerely gives

up himſelf to God , and promiſe all good Fidelity; when

at the fame Time he keeps back his Heart, and has not

the leaſt Spark of Graceto enable him to be ſincere and

faithful ? Nor does it avail here to ſuggeſt, that altho*

he has not gracious, yet he has moral Sincerity ; for in
thi 11. fo UA for Toriccheners
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of Heart ; and will accept of nothing ſhort thereof,
There is not one' Word in all the Bible that tolerates us ,

în ſubſtitutiig moral Sincerity in the Place of gracious ;

nor that permits us to play the Hypocrite or Paraſite

with God : The Conſequence again is plain .

MOREOVER, if Men who know not the Lord ſavingly,

enter upon the work of the Goſpel Miniſtry ; they can

not perform the Duties of the facred Function after the

Manner he requires, nor meet with his" Approbation or

Acceptance therein. ' Tis often, and truly ſaid , that not

Nouns, but Adverbs make good Works ; that ' tis not

meerly doing Bonum a good Thing, but doing that

good Thing Bene well, which is what the Apoſtle calls

Well-doing. For a Work to be good, as to the Man

ner of Performance, and circumſtantially conſider'd ; it

muſt be done, not only according to the declared Will

of God ; but alſo muſt proceed from the noble Evange

lical Principles of Faith and Love, and be performid

with an ultimate View to the Glory of God : But this

never can be, 'till a Perſon ſavingly knows the Lord

Chrift; conſequently the Perſon deſtitute of Evangelical

Obedience, cannot meet with the Acceptance and Ap

probation of the infinite Majeſty of all Worlds , and if

not his Approbation, then of Conſequence diſapproved

by Him : A Thought infinitely ſhocking ! TheMiniſter

who knows not the Lord ſavingly, will neceſſarily and

unavoidably ſeek himſelf, ſupremely and ultimately . He

ſets up himſelf in the Room and Place of God ; and the

grand Idol Self, is prefered to the God of Heaven and

Earth , and his Glory . He undertoo
k

the Miniſtry

under the Power of ſelfiſh Views; and let him ftudy, try,

to pray , and preach ; in all he does, the grand Object

Self ſtill terminate
s

his Views. He acts the Part of

down righé Rebellion , againſt his înfinite SOVEREI
GN

;

and , as it were, diſputes the Rights of God-Head with

Him. Becomes guilty of a ſacrilegio
us Robbing of God ,

and the vileſt Idolatry under the Sun ; and the Violation

of infinite Obligatio
n
to his glorious and dread Sovereign.

Now, let thole who impartia
lly read the ancient Goſpel,

1



judge, whether Men thus diſapproved of God , and

ſuch Self-ſeekers ; can be Chriſt's duly qualified Miniſters.

I go on to obſerve, That the Nature and Reaſon of

the Miniſterial Office, and Service, requires that Men

engaged.therein , ſhould ſavingly know the Lord . The

Laws of God required the Prieſts under the Law to be

holy Perſons, in the moſt ftrong and vehement Expreſ !

fions, founded on the ſpecial Relation they ſtood in , to

God ; and the Nature and Reaſon of their Office, abſo

lutely and repeatedly enjoining Holineſs upon them .*

The Obligation is as expreſs and ſtrong under the Evan

gelical Difpenfation. Does it not appear reaſonable and

fit in the Nature of Things, that they who are callid to

ſerve the holy God , in a high and holy Station ; to ſtand

before Him , to miniſter in holy Things, for high and

holy Purpoſes; ſhould be truly Holy, his hearty Friends

and Servants, wiſhing well to his Cauſe and Intereſt in

the World ? Are not known Enemies in Heart, to the

Perſon and Intereſt of the Prince, unfit Perſons to be

entruſted with negotiating the important Affairs of his

Kingdom ? There is no Man who is not either a true

Subject to Chriſt, or his Enemy. That Man who don't

truly know Chriſt, and ſubmit to him as his King and

1.ord, by bearing true Faith and Allegiance to him ; is

the Enemy of Chriſt, and his Kingdom .

Does it not appear inconſiſtent in its own Nature, to

beſeech others to become reconciled to God ; and at the

Tame Time to be irreconciled to God , and an Enemy to

the exalted King of Zion A Preacher going forth to

evangelize others ; and yet a Stranger to real Goſpel

Holineſs, and incapable of performing any one Act of

Duty evangelically ? A Preacher of that Word which

is pure and holy, of that Goſpel which is glorious in its

Light, Life, and Power ; himſelf unholy and impure,

in Darkneſs, legally and ſpiritually dead ? As a Miniſter,

the Servant of Yeſus Chriſt by Legation ; and yet ſeek

, ing himſelf with a ſupreme Affection ? The Chariot and

Horſeman of Iſrael; yet unable to promote the Pro

tection of God's People, by Zeal and fervent Prayer,
unikilful

* kuu. 21. 6. 7. 8 .



unſkilful in wielding the Sword of the Spirit , by which

the Devil is not invulnerable ? The Glory of Chriſt; yet

himſelf in Darkneſs, and under the black Banner of

Wrath Divine ?' The Salt of the Earth ; yèt unfavoury ?

The Light of the World inſtrumentally ;yet never truly

illuminated by transforming Beams of Light ' from the

Sun of Righteouſneſs ? I ſay, is there not an incon

gruity, and an unfitneſs in theſe Things, in their own

Nature and Relation conſidered .

AND does it not appear as having a Sort of Impro

priety in it , that the Miniſter who is the Mouth ofthe

People to God in Prayer, leading the Devotion of the

Affembly, in which , we would charitably hope, there is

ordinarily a Number of gracious Souls in a fpiritual

Frame, breathing forth a Spirit of Adoption ; and the

whole Aſſembly greatly needing Bleſſings for both

Worlds, Bleſſings to be given in Anſwer to Prayer ,

" the inwrought Prayer of the righteousMan ;" but

the Miniſter himſelf deftitute of a Spirit of true Devo

tion , aſſiſting Grace, and real Adoption ?

How many, and how various, are the Temptations,

Deſertions, Trials, ſpiritual Conflicts, and Exerciſes of

the People of God , in this twilight- State of the Imper

feaion of Grace, and probation -Seaſon for Eternity ?

And how moch in ſuch Caſes they need a ſpiritual ſkiltul

Guide ? Unexperienced Miniſters will be miſerable poor

Cafuifts, in ſuch Cales. And alſo with Reſpect to Sin

ners; if by fome Means, any are awaken'd , and ſolicitous

to know how they muſt be ſaved ; now, now, for a

Meſſenger of the Lord , one of a Thouſand, to ſpeak a

Word in Seafon . But the Minilter that knows not the

Lord ſavingly ; in preaching, and in converſe with ſuch

poor diſtreſſed, Souls, will moſt likely place Duties, in

che Room of Chriſt , and after all the Help he can ob

tain by Books and Reading, he will be a blind Leader

of the Blind ; and the Conſequence of ſuch Conduct,

our Lord has told us .

If we caſt an Eye upon the final Hour of Life, and

behold the Sick and Dying, among a People profefling

the
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the Chriſtian Religion ; we ſhall ſee them , ordinarily now ,

very deſirous of the Preſence and Prayers of a Miniller :

(peradventure in fome Inſtances before Nighted ) The

very Vergeof Time is now come, the eternal Judgment

is at the Door, unmeafurable Eternity opens with a

growing View , the Exchange of Worlds appears an

Affair of great, of folemn, of infinite Weight; the

Angel's dread Trumpet ſounds, " Time fall be no

more ;' the immortal. Spirit muſt enter upon the unut

terable interminable Joys of Heaven, or be plunged

into the intolerable eternal Torments, of Hell. In this

final Hour, ſome few , a ſpecial, little, happy Number;

are highly tavour'd of the Lord , with copious Mealures

of divine Light ; with the Triumphs of Faith , with the

joyous Proſpect of the ſubſtantial, untarniſh'd Glories

of the Sanctuary of Immortality : Alcho' theſe do not

ftand in ſo much Need , yet they rejoice, greatly rejoice,

in the Preſence, Converſe, Prayers, and Praiſes “ of the

Man of God ." Oihers' who hopefully “ have the

Root of the Matter in them ,” have the Evidences of

their gracious.Sincerity much clouded over. - Some are

terribly harraſſed with Temptations --Others are under

the Power of Self- Flattery, and a vain Confidence; and

need to have their Foundations fhaken . -Some are

awfully ſecure , and need an alarming Word . - Others

are full of Anxiety , as perceiving themſelves tottering,

not only upon the Verge of Life, but on the very Brink

of Hell : Alas for them ! What a dying Paleneſs invades

their Cheeks ? What Agonies of Fear rend the Heart ?

What tumultuous Throbbings ſeize the Breaſt ? Millions,

Millions of Gold , were too cheap a Purchaſe for Health

to be reſtored, for the Day of Grace to be prolong'd :

The Voice of pardoning Mercy, would now found in

ſweeter Accents than theMuſick of the Seraphic Choir ;

the Weight of Worlds eternal, is ſuſpended upon the

Event of one momentous deciſive Hour. , Now , altho'

all real Sanctification, and Preparation for eternal Glory,

depends upon the holy Spirit's Agency ; yet as Means

are the Appointment of Heaven , without an undue

وو

.
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Dependence upon them ; the Preſence, ſpiritual Conver .

fation , Counſel, and Prayers of “ the Man of God , '

at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Cafes, muft furely be of no

ſmall Importance, and ought to be much deſired and

prized . And O! how fad the. Calamity, when the

Miniſter is unfit to deal with Perfons underſtandingly in

Soul-Cafes, eſpecially at fuch'a Time ; and whatever

Attempt he may make, is not able to offer upone Peti

tion to God , in a right Manner for them ; having no

fpecial Intereit in the Redeemer, nor Acceſs to the

Throne of Grace . In ſhort, the more cloſely we view

the Nature and Reaſon of Minifterial Office and Service,

and the various Duties of the facred Function ; the more

cvident it will appear , that Men who enter upon the

holy Miniſtry, ought to be Men who have a ſaving

Knowledge of the Lord ; and an experimental Acquain

tance ," with the Power and purifying Influence of divine

Truth upon their Hearts.

Lastly bere, thoſe, and only thoſe, who ſavingly

know the Lord Cbrift; have Warrant to expect his gra

cious ſpiritual Preſence with them in their Work . As

Miniſters of the Gofpel of Chriſ , we can neither look

for Affiftance in our Work , nor Succeſs unto it ; but

fromthe promiſed Prefence, and ſpecial Influence of the

holy Spirit alone. The Goſpel is call's “the Miniſtry

of the Spirit , ' * as it is that Miniſtry which the Spirit

makes effectual unto all the Ends of it , or becauſe ' tis

that Minifry whereby the Spirit, in his Gifts and Graces

is communicated unto Men .' The Kingdom of our

Lord Chriſt is fpiritual, and the animating Principles of .

it inviſible . If we fix our Mindsonly on outward Order,

we loſe che Rife and Power of the whole ; 'cis not an

outward " viſible Ordination by Men ,” tho' that is

Teceffary by Rule and Precept, but Chriſt's Communi

cation of the Spirit according to Promiſe ; that gives

Heing, Life, · Uſefulneſs, and Succeſs to the Goſpel

M'iniftry. * Tis only thoſe Ministers who ſavingly know

the Lord , that have any juft Ground to hope for his

Preſence
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Preſence with them, and his Bleſſing upon their Labours :

To them He hath ſaid , ---" And lo , I am with you to

the Confummation of all Things , " . Lo I am with

you, to qualify, protect, affiſt, and fucceed you, by

the Aids and influences of the Holy Spirit. ' Tis a

Point of Truth that may be evidenc'd, as Mr. Fleming

obſerves, That now under the “ New Teſtament, there

“ are Misiſters of the Spirit, and not of the dead Letter

" and empty Sound. That with the Word there goes

“ a Miniſtration and Life . It is very diſcernable , what

a great Difference, and another Appearance, there is
f both on Miniſters and Chriſtians at one Time, from

6 what they are at another, 'in the Diſcharge of Duty,

s as if theſe were not the fame Perſons ; which ap

" peareth not only in the Enlargement, and ſtraitning

" of their Gifts, but alfo in Power and Life. Is it noe

! ſeen , with what Liberty theſe do ſometimes pray,

“ and are as a Ship with a full Gale before the Wind ?

" That ' tis then eaſy to preach.---When Miniſters have

the Grace of God in them, and the ſpecial Preſence of

the Spirit of God with them, they are wont to preach

ſo as they could not if left to themſelves, deſtitute of

Divine Inftuence and Affiftance. We pretend not

thereby to immediate Revelations and Inſpirations of

new Truths, no ; there is an exact Agreement between

the Works of the Spirit, and the Word of God ; and

therefore all Impulſes, Revelations, or pretended Ope

rations of the Spirit, which are contrary to, or have no

Foundation in the Scriptures ; are to be rejected as en

thuſiaſtic Farcies, or fatanical Deluſions. But we ſup

poſe, that the holy Spirit " takes of the Things of

Chriſt,and ſhews them unto us ;' illuminates our Minds,

and helps us to diſcern the moral Beauty and Amiable

neſs of Things Divine ; draws forth our Graces into

lively Exerciſe while we are preaching ; increaſes our

Views of the infinite Importance, as well as furpaffing

Excellence of Divine Truth ; and thereby enlarges our

Hearts, and helps us to ſpeak wich Powerand Freedom ,

concerning the Things of Gop. And I fec not why ,

1



[ 12 ]

we may not freely own, that the holy Spirit Frequently

helps us, in the Time of preaching, to ſealonable

Thoughts, which upon a quick and due Scanning, we

perceive to be important Truth , and pertinent to pre

fent Purpote ; and hereby we enlarge upon fome Branch

of our Diſcourſe, and urge ſome points homeupon the

Conſciences of our Hearers, beyond what we thought

of in the Time of Compoſition , and ſo as to exceed

what we have done at ſome other Times, when under

the beſt Advantages by preparatory Thought . But this

is not the Point I mean to purſue at preſent: That

which we infift upon to our preſent Purpole, is , That

the aſſiſting Influence of the holy Spirit in preaching the

Goſpel, is a Bleſſing of great importancë; and that or

dinarily the Lord works by, and improves thoſe Men ,

as Inſtruments for the Converfion of Sinners, and the

progreſlive Sanctification and Confolation of his People ;

whom He hath qualified and fitted for his Service, by

confering upon them , both the Gifts and Graces of his

Spirit : And thereupon granting them preſent divine

Influences, and crownin their Labours with his effica

cious Bleſſing. Of this we are firmly aſſured , from the

Word of God ; and is acceſſory Evidence, from Church

Hiſtory , and ſome Degree of Obſervation. Atthe fame

Time, we do not imagine, that the Efficacy of the

Word diſpenſed , depends upon the Worthineſs and

Holineſs, or Good -will and Intention of him that ſpeaks,

no ; the Lord is an infinite Sovereign , He hath not

limited ' himſelf, tho' He hath us : He may bleſs Truth

by whomſoever ſpoken ; and ſometimes diſplays his ab

folute Sovereignty in this Reſpect. Nevertheleſs, we

inſiſt upon it , as a Point never to be given up ; that

Miniſters eminently need the Spirit of the Lord with

them , and in them; in order to preach , and to perform

Miniſterial Duties , as they ought , and in a due Manner.

By the Aids and Influences of the holy Spirit granted

to Goſpel Miniſters , they are endued with Žeal for

God's Glory, the Honour of Chriſt, and the Sal

vation of Souls ; and are diſpoſed to ſtudy and preach
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ſuch Things as do eſpecially tend to promote thoſe im

portanţ Purpoſes ; thereby they are prepared to declare

the Word of God powerfully and faithfully ; are ſaved

from the enſnaring Fear of Man, and the ſuperficial

downy Touch of Conſcience ; now they become Boa

nerges, proclaiming the Terrors of Horeb's fiery Law ,

in the ſhocking Accents of Sina's dreadful Thunder ;

they lift up the Voice like a Trumpet, and will not ſpare

to declare important Truth , whether People will hear

or forbear ; and Barnabas like, they found the jubilee

Trumpet of the Goſpel ; proclaiming Liberty to the

Captives, and offering the Oil of Joy to the broken

hearted and diſconſolate Chriſtian ; and hereby they be

come wiſe to win Souls to Chriſt, and to conduct them

on their way to eternal . Glory. Now, when the Lord

is thus preſent with his Miniſters, and affords them fpe

cial Afiftance ; He ordinarily aſſociates the Influences

of his Spirit with the Word preached , and makes it

powerful to Salvation . But the Preacher that knows

not the Lord ſavingly , can lay 'no claim to his gracious

Preſence, by any Word of Promiſe ; nor has he any juſt

Ground to expect a Blefling upon his Labours. The

true State of the Caſe is , the Inſtitution of the Goſpel

Miniſtry is eminently the Work of the Holy Ghoft ; (I

mean not exclufive of the Father and the Son, the

Works of the Trinity, towards the Creatures, being unt

divided) ' tis his Work to confer on Men Gifts and

Graces, as neceſſary Furniture for, and to put them into

the Miniſtry,* and to affift and ſucceed them therein ;

making them able Miniſters of the New Teſtament, and

thereupon crowning their Labours with glorious Succeſs.

Therefore, theMan that has not an experimental Know

ledge of the fanctifying Operations of the holy Spirit in

and upon his Heart ; cannot honeſtly , and with a well

informed Conſcience, engage in the Goſpel Miniſtry : If

he does, he enters upon this arduous and difficult Work

alone ; and alas for him , abides in it alone ! As he goes

on therein without a faving Knowledge of the Lord , he
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can't prove himſelf callid of God to preach the Goſpel ;

nor can hein Faith pray for a Bleſſing upon his Labours,

having no Word of Promiſe for that Purpoſe, nor any

juft Ground to expect the Lord's Bleſſing:-And whac.

ever ſhinirig Appearance he may make in his own Eye,

and in the Judgment of fome there is great Deficiency

in all his Performances, a main Excellency is wanting,

We muſt hence conclude, that if the gracious Preſence

of God , the affiſting Influence of his Spirit, and his

Bleſſing are important and excellent ; that ſuch Men , and

only ſuch, ought to engage in the Goſpel Miniſtry , who

favingly know the Lord: And ſurely we muſt believe,

that the Divine Influences to fanctify, affift, and bleſs ;

are of the laſt Importance, and higheſt Excellence. The

whole Succeſs of the Miniſtry in propagating the Goſpel

in the World , and building up the Church; depends in

tirely upon the Million, Preſence, AMiftance, and In

fuence of the Holy Spirit. Upon the whole then, if

the Preacher who knows not the Lord ſavingly, is thus

left alone, without his Aliſtance and Bleſſing --if the

Nature and Reaſon of Miniſterial Office and Service,

require that Men who enter upon the holy Miniſtry ,

fhould truly know the Lord ;--if they cannot ferve God

aright, nor meet with hi . Approbation in their work,

unleſs they thus know Him ;-- if without ſuch Knowledge

of Him ,they cannot tranfact a Covenant with Him, as

He requires ;- if they cannot anſwer the Titles and Cha

racters of a Goſpel- Miniſter, nor be qualified for the

Work of the holy Miniſtry, as the Goſpel does expreſsly

require ; ---We conclude thus, that men who enter upon

the holy Miniſtry, ought to be Men who have had the

Lord Jeſus Chriſt revealed in , and ſavingly manifeſted
to them .

2. I am to fhow what is intended by preaching the

Lord Chriſt to the Heatben or Gentiles.

The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, often ſpeaks of

it as a myſterious Diſpenfation of God, that our Lord

Chriſt ſhould be preached to them ; and he intimates
thys
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thus much in our Text. Altho' we find that Prophe

Ges and Promiſes, 'reſpecting this grand and marvellous

Event, lie thick in the Old Teſtament ; yet in former

Ages it was not ſo clearly made known to the Jewilla

Nation ; The Time when, the Manner how , and Means

by which, were not well underſtood , ' till now revealed

by the Holy Ghoſt. When God gave his Word to

Jacob, and his Statutes to Iſrael, “ He dealt not fo

with any other Nation ; " ), other Nations were lefc to

walk after their own Ways, but to them Himſelf came

down, Angels attending Him, Clouds and Darknefs

covering the Place, Voices and Flames diffuſing the

Law and Authority of infinite Majeſty. All along from
that very Time, when Godrevealed that Promiſe, which

was blooming Goſpel ; that “ che Seed of the Woman

fhould break the Serpent's Head ," 'till He came, who

was the Deſire of all Nations ; He was narrowing the

Intereſt of Religion, by every new Diſpenfation of the

Covenant, 'till the Goſpel came to be preached in the

laft and beſt Edition. Every now Difpenfation , though

it made the Covenant brighter, yet it madethe Appli

cation of it ſtraiter. The Empire of Chriſt for many

Ages, for Thouſands of Years, appear'd only in a nar

row Compaſs, as if He loved not a Diffusion, but a

Confinement of his Kingdom and Glory ; ' till by his

Crofs he broke down the Wall of Partition between Jere

and Gentile, and broke up the Encloſures of his own

making ; and as Almighty Lord and Conqueror, aroſe

from the State of the Dead, and thereupon gave Com

miffion , and Orders to his Diſciples, his faming Mini

fters, on this wife, Go, faith He, and diſciple all Nati

ons, preach the Goſpel to every Creature. From this

Period of divine Mercy and eternal Wonder, according

to ancient Prophecies, BEHOLD I “ The Wilderneſs and

the ſolitary Place are glad , the Deſert rejoices and blof

toms as the Rofe ! The Gentiles tee the Glory of the

Lord , and the Excellency of the God of Iſrael ! ” But

why was God ſo long ſilent to the Gentiles ? And why

did He fpeak out at laſt ? Whence was it, that the
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Love He uſed to keep within Bounds, now ſhone out

at large, and became the Glory of the Univerſe ? Even

ſo it ſeem'd good in his Sight ! The Jews train’d up for

ſo many Ages, and by all kind of Preparations for a

Redeemer, reject him ; and the Gentiles who were no

Way prepared, receive him ; He who was the Deſire

of all Nations, becomes the Contempt of his own.

Without any preparatory Dawn, the Light of the glo

rious Goſpelisdarted amongthe Gentiles, like a ſudden

Ruſh of Light in a cloudy and dark Day . And among ,

thoſe who have the Province of preaching Chriſt to the

Heathen, affign'd them , behold Paul ! Who was Saul

the Perſecutor, apprehended by Grace Divine, when on

the Brink of Hell, be-miracled with ſovereign Mercy. ;

Cbrift is revealed in him , and he commences a Preacher

of him to the Gentiles ! In the View of theſe, and ſuch .

like Things, no Marvel that St. Paul ſo often , and with

ſo much ſeraphic Praiſe, ſpeaks of the Preaching of

Chriſt to the Gentiles, as a myſterious Diſpenſation of

GOD : For verily it expreſſes his Wiſdom , his Sove

" reignty, and univerſal Goodneſs ; its full of his Glory ,

: it bears his. Image, its wondrous in our Eyes ; ' tis rather

to be admir'd than explain'd, we can neither leave the

Subject with Indifference, nor comprehend it with

Knowledge.

In Purſuance of the Method propoſed, I would briefly

obſerve, that to preach Jeſus Chriſt to the Gentiles,

intends, that we make him the grand Subject of our

preaching : That we declare him to be the only Media

tor between God and Man ; and as Mediator, inveſted }}

with a prophetical, prieſtly, and kingly Office ; and

thoroughly furniſh'd for his work of Mediation, as

wanting nothing to render him ſucceſsful therein that

we repreſent him as ſufficient to anſwer all the Danger

our Souls are in , and all the Neceſſities they labour un

der, both by . Way of Atonement for, them , and of

Conqueſt over them ; that we proclaim his infinite

Willingneſs, as well as Almighty Power to ſave ; that

we aſſert his Authority overthe whole Creation , and

;
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eſpecially over the Churches. That we declare, that He

of whom we aſſert theſe Things , is by Nature God

eſſential and eternal God , poffeſt of all infinite Per

fections ; and that as God -Man Mediator, having by

his Obedience and Death purchaſed Wiſdom , Righteouſ

neſs, Sanctification and Redemption ; He muſt certainly

be a moſt perfect and complete Redeemer. Thus the

Goſpel exhibits Chriſt to our View, in his perſonal Glo

ries and mediatorial Fulneſs, and thus He is to be the

main Subject of our preaching.

To preach Chriſt, is to preach the Goſpel, and to

preach the Goſpel, is to preach thoſe Things declar'd in

the Goſpel; there are thoſe Things which are proper

and peculiar to the Goſpel, and are its own, and areno

where elſe to be found. Of this Nature are all Things

concerning the Love and Will of God in Jeſus Chrift ;

the Harmony and Glory of the divine Attributes, as moſt

conſpicuous in the Perſon and Mediation of Chriſt ; his

Natures, Offices, and whole Mediation ; of the Diſpen

ſation of the Spirit , and our Participation thereof, and

Union with Chriſt chereby ; our Adoption, Juſtification,

and effectual Sanctification thence proceeding : In brief,

every Thing that appertains to the Purchaſe of Redemp

tion , and the effectual Application thereof as by the

Holy Spirit . Theſe Things are purely and properly

evangelical, peculiar to the Goſpel alone . I add alſo,

to preach the Goſpel, is to preach the Precepts and moral

Duties, with their Sanctions therein declared and en

joined , with an evangelical and proper Reference to

Chriſt. The Goſpel firſt propoſes and declares the

Things which are properly its own, lays them as the

Foundation of Faith and Obedience, and inlays them

in the Mind , thereby conforms the whole Soul unto

them ; this Foundation being laid , ' it then grafts all
Duties of moral Obedience on this Stock of Faith in

Chriſt Jeſus ; directs unto a right Performance of them,

from a right Principle, by a right Rule, and to a right

End and Purpoſe ; and by a Communication of the

Spirit , it ſupplies with Strength for their Performance,

I in

1



in the Manner it preſcribes ; and ſo to their Acceptance

with God : Hereby the Goſpel gives them a new Na

ture , and turns moral Duties into evangelical Obedience .

And this is Chriſtian Morality ; a Morality ſpringing

from Faith in Cbrift, and animated by Goſpel-Principles

and Incentives, governed by Goſpel Rules , and directed

to Gofpel-Ends. Theſe Things are the appropriate

Glory of the Goſpel : And for a Miſionary among the

Heathen , thus to preach them , is for him to preach

Jeſus Chriſt to them . The Cafe is juſt the ſame, with

Reſpect to us, who preach to thoſe that are apt to call

themſelves goſpellized ; to them we muſt thus preach the

Goſpel. We have no juft Warrant to look for the

Preſence of Chriſt with our Sermons, if Chriſt be not

thus in our Sernions : “ The Things that concern the

Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” the Principles of his Religion, mult

live upon our Lips, muft reign in our Sermons , or it

can't be truly ſaid, that we preach Chriſt ; without

which , we can't hope for a divine Blefling to attend our

preaching. This is the way to preſerve the Chriſtian

Religion in its full and evident Diſtinction, from every

falſeReligion ; this is the way to make Chriſt crucified

appear 66 che Wiſdom and the Power ofGod ;" this is

the Way to keep Profeſſors found in the Faith , and

make them obedient co the Faith ; and this is the Way

to advance the Kingdom of God, and to promote the

true Knowledge of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, which is

Life Eternal .

By the way, theſe Thirgs preſent to our View, the

main Difference between legal and evangelical Preaching.

Men who have no true Knowledge of Chriſt, and his

Goſpel, in its Spirituallicy ; yet have ſome Notion about

moral Duties, which have their Foundation in the Law

and Light of Nature . Theſe moral Duties taught in

the Goſpel, the legal Preacher pretends to embrace, as

eſteeming them full as good, or rather better, than

Seneca's Morals ; and having his Mind principally fix'd

upon them , he makes them the reigning Topicks of his

Diſcourſe. He profeffes indeed to admit the Goſpel

Scheme

.
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Scheme of Doctrines, and reſolves to appear a warm

Advocate for it's enjoin'd Duties ; he thereupon cries up

moral Duties, but alas, not in their proper Place, nor

to their proper End ! Theſe he makes the Foundation ,

according to the Place they held in the Law of Nature,

and the Covenant of Works ; whereas the Goſpel allows

them to be only neceſſary Superſtructions on the Foun

dation . And by advancing Morality above the Myſtery,

and Grace of the Goſpel, thereby the Goſpel is rejected ;

and ſtrictly ſpeaking, Morality is deſtroyed alſo ; for

take it from its proper Foundation, and it falls of Con

ſequence. Such a Preacher, will fometimes have a coid

and cafual Hint relating to the Merits and Grace of

Chriſt ; but is evidently lo defective therein , that he can

not juftly eſcape the Compellation Arminian , or legal

Preacher ; tho ' he may for the preſent, the more odious

Epithet , Infidel. The evangelical Preacher dwells much

upon thoſe very glorious Topicks, which are Matters of

pure Revelatien : He is indeed fully aſſured , that the

Scripture Doctrine of Salvation , by free and ſovereign

Grace, is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs ; he urges,

he warmly urges , the Performance of all Duties enjoin'd

in the Goſpel, and this , in their proper Place, and to

their proper End ; always taking Care to have a beautiful

Intertexture of References to Jeſus Chriſt. And thus

to make Jeſus Chriſt the Sum and Subſtance, or fubject

Matter of our preaching, either directly or reductively ,

is that which is intended by preaching of Him to Jew or

Gentile .

I might alſo obſerve, that to preach Chriſt to the rien

tiles, intends chat we make Him the End and Deſign of

our preaching : That herein , we do not principally pro

poſe our own Honour and temporal Intereſt , but that

we have in View the Honour and Glory of Chriſt, as

our ultimate End ; “ Preaching not ourſelves, but Chriſ

Jeſus the Lord . ” . --But the Time would fail to enlarge
here .

3. To cbſerve, that the Calls of God to engage in his
are to he cheresithout DelayService
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“ IMMEDIATELY, ſays the Apoſtle, I confer'd not

with Fleſh and Blood :” The Apoſtle had an extraordi

nary Call to preach the Goſpel to the Heathen , and Evi

dence thereof, by extraordinary Gifts, which we look

not forat this Day. But it holds as a general Rule, that

the Calls of Godſhould be inſtantly obeyed ; and that,

becauſe of the infinite Wiſdom of God ;---the ſupreme

Authority of GOD ;--- and the infinite Reaſonableneſs of

his Calls.---Omitting Enlargement here.

The Queſtion will occur, how ſhall the qualified

Preacher obtain Evidence and Satisfaction, that he is

callid of God in a mediate Way, to enter foon upon a

Million among the Heathen ? As preliminary to the

Solution of this Queſtion, it may be obſerved, that

preaching the Goſpel to the Heathen, ſeems to be Sort

of moral Duty, and a Work of Benevolence, 'con

priſed under that general Precept of doing Good unto

All ; and a Work, in fome Reſpects, much to be de

fir’d, as appears evident from the Apoſtle's Declaration,

“ Yea, fo havel ftrove to preach the Goſpel, not where

Chriſt was named , left I ſhould build upon another

Man's Foundation. * As to a particular Call,--- ſpecial

Circumſtances muſt have their due Weight in the Scale,

in order to determine how it preponderates. Ordinarily

we refer not the Deciſion of the Caſe to a Lot ; nor are

we to expect an immediate Revelation to make known

our Duty ; nor to give Way to Impulſes, or Impreſſions

made upon theMind with, or without Scripture ; nor

to wait for the Furniture of an extraordinary Meaſure of

Gifts ; theſe belong not to a Call in an ordinary Way .

It may help to lucidate and clear up a Call to engage

in a Miſion, --if thoſe whoſe Work and Buſineſs it more

eſpecially is, to promote an Affair of this Kind , and who

are proper Judges of meet Qualifications for a Work of

this Nature, unitedly and warınly apply to a Man to

engage therein ; -- If a more effectual.Door ſeems to open

hereby for a Man's promoting the Redeemer's Kingdom ,

than he is under Advantage for, by his preſent Situation ;

If
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If the preſent Events of Divine Providence give growing

hope, that the Lord is preparing his Way for the Sal

vation of the Heathen ; -- If they among whom the Miſſion

is deſign'd , make the Motion therefor themſelves, and

promiſe to give a Miſſionary a candid Hearing.-And

as a Circumſtance among others , at the preſent, not to

be omitted ; , if 'tis highly probable, that the Perſon en

gaging in the Miſſion, will meet with an uncommon

welcome Reception among the Heathen , in that He is

“ their Kinſman after the Fleſh . ” And if in Concur

rence with other Things , á Man finds within himſelf a

ſtrong Deſire after, and powerful Inclination toward.en

gaging in this Work, ' tis of no ſmall Weight in the

preſent Caſe ; provided He is conſcious to himſelf that

in this Undertaking, he has the Glory of God, the

Honour of Chriſt, and the ſpiritual and immortal Intereſt

of Souls chiefly in View ; and is thereby able to ſur

mount Objections, Difficulties and Diſcouragements,

that may ſeem to be caſt in the Way ; and finds that

Defire and Inclination, is not accompanied with an un

accountable Violence, but with a calm Submiſſion to the

Will of God , as made known ; and is anſwerable to the

outward Rules of the divine Word, and concurring Cir

cumſtances of that Providence which ruleth over all : I

ſay, theſe and ſuch like Things, may in a Meaſure con

duce to afford Evidence and Satisfaction to a Man , that

he is call’d of God to preach the Goſpel to the Heathen .

And that as ſoon as may be with Convenience, he ought

to be on his way, to ſpread the joyful Tidings, and

good News of Salvation among them .

The Application of my Diſcourſe remains ;

And here, would the Time admit, many uſeful In

ferences might be drawn from the preceding Topicks of

this Diſcourſe ; but having already been ſo prolix , I muſt

make, and purſue ſuch Inferences no otherwiſe than they

will naturally fall in , under the ſeveral Addreſſes, which

I ſhall now proceed to make, and with which, I ſhall

conclude the Diſcourſe.
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In the firſt place, permit me, therefore, with all

Humility, to addreſs myſelf to thoſe of the ſacred Order

here preſent.

My reverend Fathers, and dear Brethren !

I need not inform you , nor this Aſſembly, that the

reverend Perſon we expected to ſtand bere, in the Pro

vince of a Preacher, to perform the preſent Service, has

by fome Means failed us." * You have thereupon de

volv'd preaching Service, upon a Perſon younger, and

much more unworthy ; and who hopes you will permit

hịm to uſe great Plainneſs and Freedom of Speech.

I am well aſſured that your Candour and good Senſe,

will not allow you to imagine, that by what I have ſaid

in the preceding Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe every one that

ſavingly knows the Lord , is thereby fitted for the Work

of the holy Miniſtry , and that human Learning is an

unneceſſary Endowment in the Goſpel Miniſter ; and

that regular Induction , according to the ſtanding Order

of the Goſpel, is not to be obſerved ; no , thus you do

not receive what I have ſaid : Nor that I Countenance

Seperations from Miniſters, merely upon Sufpicion of

their Want of the ſaving knowledge of the Lord . If a

Miniſter of the Goſpel is guilty of moral Scandal, or

unfound in Point of Doctrine ; or but more rarely

preaches upon the more important Doctrines of the

Goſpel, and when he does, gives them but a ſuperficial

Handling ; or is ſome how notoriouſly deficient in his

Work ; in ſuch Caſes, I will not deny, but People have

Liberty to ſeek a Redreſs of Grievance, according to

the Method the Goſpel preſcribes.-- Nor will you fup

poſe, that I mean to inſinuate, that the Want of the

ſaving Knowledge of the Lord in a Miniſter, abſolutely

· invalidates his Adminiſtrations, and renders them un

lawful , and ipfo fatto void ; no , a Man being conſti

tuted a Miniſter of the Goſpel, according to the known

and ſtanding Laws of Chriſt's viſible Kingdom , found

in his Word , and thus invested with Office Power,

according

1
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according to Goſpel Order ; he has lawful Right and

Authority to perform all parts of the Miniſterial Work.

But then , may I not here apply that Maxim, in uſe both

by Civilians and Divines ? “ Quod factum fieri non

debet, factum valet ; " at leaſt ſo far avails , that there

is Validity in Ordinances adminiſter'd by fuch a Man ;

tho' it might have been well, if ſuch a Man had not

been permitted to enter into the holy Miniſtry ; for an

unconverted Miniſtry is one of the greateſt Calamities.

Having thus preſumed upon your Candour and

Judgment, I am apt to imagine you have gone before

me, in drawing this native Inference, from what has

now been ſaid, viz. That it greatly concerns us, to uſe

utmoſt Care and Caution in putting Men into the Mini

ftry, left we commit the holy Miniſtry to ſuch Men as

know not the Lord ſavingly. Our bleſſed Lord and

Mafter has charged us, not only to “ lay Hands ſud

denly on no Man ," but alſo “ to commit the Miniſtry

to faithful Men . I am well affured , that we are una

nimous in this Opinion , that Men ought ſavingly to

know the Lord , who engage in the holy Miniſtry. We

take the Liberty to think for ourſelves, as well as others,

who are not of the fame Opinion : And ’ eis at once con

ceded , that we have all the ſame Liberty of thinking

for ourſelves, yet no Man has Liberty to think contrary

to Truth, be that what it will . As for thoſe who dem

clare there is no ſuch Thing as forming any Judgment

about Men , whether they are truly gracious, or not ;

and think it needleſs to make any Inquiry after a Can

didate's Acquaintance with experimental Religion ; as

ſuppoſing, that if he has a compotent Meaſure of Lite

rature, and is not groſsly ignorant, or ſcandalouſly pro

fa:re, he is fit to be put into the ſacred Miniſtry ; upon

their Principles, whole Cluſters, of light, airy, graceleſs

young Men ; who are far from a favoury Reliſh of the

Things of God , and a ſerious, folemn Senſe of Things

Eternal ; may be introduced into the holy Miniſtry : Is

not this to throw down the facred Encloſure our Lord

hath fet about his Vineyard , and to Act the Part of

Oppoficion,



Oppoſition, to that ſolemn Prohibition, “ Lay Hands

ſuddenly on no Man ? ” Some there are who in Terms

profeſs , that Candidates for the Goſpel Miniſtry, ought

to be godly or gracious Perſons ; and yet, when they

explain their Profeſſion , we find it does not amount to

holding, that a Candidate ought to be gracious, or a

real Convert, in order to give him Right to undertake

the Work of the Goſpel Miniſtry. Their Meaning

ſeems to be this, that they ought to be truly gracious ;

for fo ought all that hear, as well as all that preach the

Goſpel; adding thus much , that renewing and ſanctify

ing Grace, is a very uſeful Qualification in the Candi- ,

date ; but then tis not their opinion, that it muſt be

inſiſted upon as ſuch a neceſſary Qualification, as that

che Want of it ſhall be preventive of engaging in the

holy Miniſtry. They plead Neceflity , in Juftification

of Principle ; that there are a great many vacantChurches

and Congregations, and perhaps more in Number, than

there are truly godly young Men'to afford a Supply ;

that that which is wanting can’t be number'd, that they

muſt take up with ſuch as they can get.----I would at

preſent only obſerve here, that whatſoever the Circum

Itances of Chriſt's Church are, Men whom we ſet apart

to the Work of the holy Miniſtry, ſhould be ſuch as his

Goſpel does require them to be. The Queſtion in

Debate, in plain Terms, is this , viz . Does the Word

of God ſo require ſanctifying Grace, in a Candidate for

the holy Miniſtry, as that being deftitute thereof, he has

not a ſolid Right of Foundation to engage therein ?

Now, if a Perſon who has not fanctifying Grace, or a

ſaving Knowledge of the Lord, cannot lawfully under

take the work of the Goſpel Miniſtry, as I have en

deavour'd to prove from the Word of God , and the

Reaſon of Things ; then Miniſters of the Goſpelought

not to ſeperate a Perſon to the Work of the holy Mini

ſtry, without having Evidence fufficient to found a

Judgment of Chriſtian Charity upon, that a Perſon does

thus know the Lord : For Faithfulneſs to our Lord and

Maſter, will not ſuffer us to commit the holy Miniſtry

ço
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to a Perſon that we do not judge qualified therefor, as

his Goſpel does require: Therefore, in putting Men into

the Miniſtry , we muſt ſeck all the Evidence that the

Nature of the Caſe will reaſonably admit, that Men

ſavingly know the Lord , and cautiouſy avoid taking up

with any Thing ſhort of this .

Reverend and Dear Sirs,

You will allow me to ſpeak out our Opinion freely .

In them whom we introduce into the Miniftry , we look

for and expect to find, a Competency of natural Endow

ments, acquir'd Improvements, Orthodoxy , or Sounds

neſs in the Faich , viſible Holineſs of Life, as ' tis com

monly callid , and that they give us fome Account of

their Acquaintance with experimental Religion, ſuch as

fall appear to us ſufficient for the Exerciſe of a rational

Judgment of Chriſtian Charity , that they ſavingly know

the Lord . We pretend not to immediate Revelation

from Heaven, and Infallibility of Knowledge in this Caſe,

no ; but we ſeek fuch Evidence, as the Nature of the

Caſe will admit, and as Faithfulneſs does require. We

are to form a Judgment of , the ſpiritual State of our

Fellow-Men, in the Caſe before us, by what they pro

fels with the Mouth , and the Influence ſuch a Profeſſion

has upon the Life . Men without an Intention to de

ceive, may impoſe upon themſelves, and upon us ; yet

this is no Argument againſt an Examination as to theſe

Things ; yea, ris an Argument that we ſhould be the

more ſtrict upon the Point of Examination . If we

conſider Faith as appearing in the Profeſſion of it, we

find the Apoſtle accounting the Influences of the holy

Spirit , neceſſary to enable a Man to make ſuch a Pro

feſſion of the Faith , as was to be admitted by Chriftians :

“ No Man can ſay that Jeſus is Lord , but by the Holy

Ghoſt, " A Man may to explain himſelf about his

Faith, and give ſuch an Account of his experimental

Religion, and his Faith may have ſuch Influence upon

his Conduct in Life, as to leave no reaſonable Ground

to ſuſpect but that he ſavingly knows the Lord . For
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a Man to appear free from thoſe Sins , commonly called

openly ſcandalous, and to have a Life ſo harmleſs as to

afford a Kind of nieer négative Charity, is not enough

in the preſent Cafe : Wetherefore ſeck a Profeſſion of

Faith , expreſſive of the Effentials of real Piety, or that

the Candidate give a rational, fcriptural, and ſatisfying

Account of a fanctifying Work of God's Spirit upon

his own Heart ; and that his Belief, and Experience of

the Power of Divine Truth , influences him to live

the Truth , ſo that his Light ſhines before Men : Theſe

Things are included in the Nature of Evidence, in the

preſent Caſe,and therefore Miniſters have full Authority,

and juſt Right to demand them, and are bound in Faith

fulneſs ſo to do ; and of Conſequence the Candidate is

obliged to exhibit ſuch Evidence, if ' tis in his Power

honeſtly ſo to do. Until we have fought and found

ſuch Evidence, as now mentioned , we have not ſatisfying

Evidence that a Man is qualified for the Goſpel Miniſtry,

nor dare we ſeperate him thereto . Let us then hear

what the Candidate has to ſay for him felf, as clearing up

his Call to enter upon the Work of the Holy . Miniſtry?

What his Views and Aims are ? Whas his Fạith , and

experimental Acquaintance with Divine Truth , or Reli

gion : 'With Tenderneſs and Candour, we would gladly

hear him upon theſe Points ; and ſeek Satisfaction, as

to the Influence of his Faith upon his Conduct in Life.

' Tis verily to be fear'd , that many Candidates for

the Goſpel Miniſtry , were they to be duly and properly

examined as to Qualifications therefor, ſuch as the Goſpel

does require, would be found evidently deficient.

But wedeſire to bleſs the Lord , we fometimes find

. hopeful Meaſure of all Goſpel Qualifications, in the

Candidate under Examination ; and thereupon , when

called , with unutterable ſolemn Pleaſure , proceed to fe

perate him to the Work of the evangelical Miniſtry ,

according to Goſpel Order. Sometimes the Candidate

appears poffeſt of a Meaſure of all neceſſary Qualifica

tions, but ' tis dubious whether in a Degrec equal to

what ought to be judged fufficient ;--- ſometimes there

- may
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may appear great Deficiency as to ſome one Qualifica

tion , ex . gr . aptneſs to teach ; --- ſometimes we are

greatly exerciſed, as in Doubt, about the Realicy' of the

Candidate's experimental Religion : It may be, he has

more Confidence than Evidence, or honeſtly tells us ,

that he has near upon an equal Meaſure of Fears and

Hopes, as to his ſaving Knowledge of the Lord , and

upon due Examination of him, with Reſpect thereto ,

' cis much ſo with us, ſo that our Judgment of Charity,

ſeems in a Meaſure Suſpended. We are full of Tender

neſs toward hopeful Youth, are unwilling to damp any

agreeable Appearances, and to prevent Uſefulneſs ; ac

the ſame Time, fear to run before the Call of Provi

dence, tremble at the Thought of giving the Ark a

wrong touch ; and upon the whole, are ready to ſay ,

we know not what to do ! To which permit me to

reply, That when we know not what to do, we muſt

not do we know not what, In the preſent Caſe, our

Hopes muſt exceed our fea's, or we can't proceed to

promote the Candidate, with a good Conſcience. He

who ſuppoſes his Judgment in equi-librio, is in the

Quality of a non Liquet, and nothing can be done by

him actively : And ſhould this be the caſe with the

greater Part of the Examiners, the Candidate muſt ſtand

by, ' till he becomes poſſeſt of brighter Evidence of

Divine Grace . And now , where is the ſeemingly great

Difficulty and Perplexity ? Does it not abate, or rather

evanih ? Is not Duty plain before us ? Does our Lord

require more of us than is reaſonable ? Heneither re

quires , nor expects that we ſhould be infallible Judges

of the ſpiritual State of Men , but that we exerciſe a

rational , Chriſtian Judgment, according to Light ; and

that webe faithful to the Truſt depoſited in us, keeping

our Conſciences void of Offence toward Him . * Our

Lord

* I have ſpoken my Opinion the more freely, becauſe I am well aſuiedihas

ſome of my Coeval and younger Brethren , have been at Tinies greatly exerciſed in

Cate fi niliar to thoſe I have mentioned ,and on the Account of the to frequent ſuper

fiei 1 Examinatiun of Candidates, as in their Opinion ; whilil the Situation of fonie

of them , as amft Diverſity of Sentiment, renders the Temptation additionally

et ta tunto their princinlee . I pray the that they may be foundgrann
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Lord has devolved upon us, the ſacred Truft of putting

Men into the holy Miniſtry, " the fame commit thou,

thou Timothy, a Miniſter, a Man in Office : And He

has charg'd us, not only “ to lay Hands fuddenly on

no Man , " ? but alſo " to commit the Miniſtry to faith

ful Men ;" and our Fidelity, in this Cafe, is of the

higheſt Importance.

To commit the Miniſtry to an unconverted , an un

experienc'd Man , is to commit it to a Man that is not

likely to anſwer the important and excellent Deſigns and

Purpoſes of the Goſpel Miniſtry. A very ſhocking

Thought ! He may indeed help to keep up the Form

of Religion for a Time , but if Religion ſhould revive

and flouriſh , by the out- pouring of the holy Spirit from

on high ; partly through Ignorance and Enmity, and

partly from Pride and Envy, ( which breed a Hell in

the Bofom where they dwell ) at the Succeſs of others ;

(unleſs he receive Conviction of his awful State) 'he is

quite likely to oppoſe, not only fome Imprudences,

common in ſuch a Day, but alſo the Eſſentials of the

Work of God.

He will probably commit the Miniſtry to others, like

himſelf ; and in Proceſs of Time, now unborn Ages

may feel, forever feel, theWeight of that HAND, which

we lay upon the Head of the Man that has an unſancti

fied HEART . , And how dangerous the Enterpriſe for

the Man himſelf !, Upon the dreadful Suppoſition, that

he ſhould never be converted, what Tongue can expreſs,

what Thoughts conceive the dreadful Aggravations that

will attend his eternal Perdition ! No Doubt, if Miniſters

of the Goſpel are finally found Chriſtleſs and Graceleſs,

of all Men living they will be the moſt miſerable. What

Horror, Tribulation , and Anguilh, will ſeize upon their

guilty Hearts ? and what Shame and Confuſion will cover

their Faces, when the dreadful Judge ſhall come in

Haming Fire, to take Vengeance upon the Diſobedient,

and the Blood of loſt Souls ' fhall cry for Vengeance

againſt them ! In a Word , as we Regard the Lord's

Honour, the Proſperity of Zion , the Salvation of Men,
and
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and Peace of Conſcience ; let us take.Care that we com

mit the Miniſtry to faithful Men.

And, let us alſo be often engaged in an accurate Exa

mination of our Knowledge of the Lord Chriſt, and ſeek

renew'd Manifeſtations, and the fulleſt Aſſurances thereof.

And, oh ! how importunate we ſhould be in Prayer, for

the gracious Prefence of the Lord with us, and for the

divine Influences to accompany our Miniſtrations ! Let

us labour to ſee and feel ourſelves living in a State of

conftant Dependence upon the Lord Chriſt, for the

Reception of ſuitable, jealonable, and ſufficient Grace,

for all preſent Needs and Duties. The purpoſes we

ſerve are ſo high and God -like, our Work ſo important,

ſo ſpiritual, ſo difficult, and ſo much above our Strength ;

how is it poſſible to go on in it , without much of the

Preſence of the Lord with us ? Moſt of the Work al

lotted us, is with God and Souls ; it's about what is

myſterious and ſupernatural ; it's of vaſt Compaſs and

great Variety, and Eternity is concern'd in what we are

about ; we had need therefore to be fill'd with the Spirit

of Grace and Holineſs, to have a double Portion of his

Gifts and Graces, of his Aid and Influence. Thereupon

we ſhall becomewiſe to win Souls, and hopefully fuc

ceſsful ; and finally, ſhine as the Stars , yea, as the Sun,

in the Kingdom of our God and Father, for ever and

ever.

' Tis more than Time to turn my Addreſs, Secondly, to

him who is now to be confecrated 10 the immediate Service

of Chriſt, and the Souls of Men .

My dear Brother,

Upon this ſolemn Occaſion , you expected that “ Man

of GOD " would have ſpoken to you, who has been as

a Father to you from your early Days ; and that he

does not, you are not more diſappointed than I am .

But inaſmuch as ' cis a Service aſſigned me, let me drop

a few Words to you , by Way of Exhortation and En

couragement, in the Work to which you are now to be

confecrated .

2

21

i
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We are glad , and rejoice, that this Day the Lord

Jeſus Chriſt calls you to bear his Name, plead his Cauſe,

deliver his Meſſage, ſpread his Fame, and diſplay his

Glory among the Gentiles . We charitably hope and

believe, it hath pleaſed God to reveal his Son in you ' ;

and we truſt, not only that you may finally be brought

to eternal Glory, but alſo that you may preach him to

the Heatben . We adore the God of Nature and Grace,

" who has confer'd upon you the Gifts and Graces of his

Spirit , and a hopeful Meaſure of Furniture for the Work

to which he calls you. We look upon it a Token

for Good, that the Love of Chriſt, conſtrains you to

compaſsionate your Kindfmen after the Fleſh , who

dwell in Darkneſs, and the Shadows of Death , ſo that

you are a Volunteer in a Miſſion among them, You

nced eminent Degrees of Wiſdom , Patience, Self. De

i nial , Courage and Zeal, in the Proſecution of the Work

aſſigned you. Perils, Hardſhips, Fatigues , Labours and

Sufferings, no Doubt, attend your important Embaffy.

But, sny dear Brother, let none of theſe Things affrighe

you , remember, always remember, who hach call's

you to this Work ; and that your Sufficiency is of, and

from Him, who is your God , and hath ſaid , I am that

I am . His infinite Wiſdom will be your Guide ---his

almighty Power your Shield,---and Himſelf your ex

ceeding great Reward . Take hold of that precious

Promiſe by Faith ; plead it , live upon it for Protection,

Light, Support, Strength, Succeſs and Comfort, “ Lo,

I am with you alway." --Often Refreſh your Heart,

with a believing Remembrance of the many ample Pro

miſes, which have Reſpect to the magnificent Enlarge

ment, Light, Purity, Glory and Felicity, of the Divine

Redeemer's Kingdom , in theſe laſt Days. King Jeſus

thall have the Heathen for an Inheritance, and the utter

moſt parts of the Earth for his Poffeffion . He ihall call

a Nation that knew him not ; and Nations that knew

him not, ſhall run unto himi ; his Dominions ſhall be

. from Sea to Sea ; they that dwell in the Wilderneſs

ſhall bow before him ; his Name ſhall be great among

the
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theGentiles, to whom he is given for a Light; there

ſhall be one Lord , and his Name one ; the Ends of the

Earth ſhall remember and turn to the Lord ; all Nations

ſhall flow unto the Mountain of the Lord's Houle ;

the Knowledge of the Lord ſhall fill the Earth, as the

Waters do the Sea , and all Fleſh fhall come to him

who heareth Prayer. " - You have heard how the God

of Irael did not chooſe a Diffufion, but a Confinement

of his Name for Thouſands of Years ; as deſigning now,

under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, amazingly to widen and

extend the Knowledge of himſelf ; and to put that Ho

nour upon his Son Jeſus Chriſt, which he eternally de

ſign’d to confer upon him , by ſpreading his Name and
Fame the World over. And this Honour, he this Day

confers upon you , Sir , of bearing his Name, and pro

claiming his Glory , divine and mediatorial, among the

Gentiles. You are call'd to aſlift in bringing in an im

menſe Revenue of Honour and Glory to God , Father,

Son , and Spirit : And this too, in a Day in which we

have Reaſon to believe from Scripture Prophecy, and

the preſent Aſpect of Divine Providence, that theLatter

Day Glory is dawning ; a Day alſo, in which , by the

Smiles of Heaven upon our Forces, and the Succeſs of

our Armies in America, a joyous Proſpect opens to

View, far beyond all that ever appear'd before, for

evangelizing the Heathen in theſe Ends of the Earth.

At this very Day of growing Wonder and refreſhing

Hope, the Lord calls you to preach the Goſpel to thoſe,

who from Time immemorial, have been wandering out

of the Way of Salvation, “ without Cbrift , and without ,

God in the World .” With Regard to the Miſſion be

fore you , you may ſay unto Gon , with Humility and

adoring Thankfulneſs, aș Samuel faidł, in another Cafe,

" Here I am , for thou doſt call me. Methinks there

is now a Voice litter'd by the adorable Trinity, “ whom

Thall I fend , and who will go for us ? ” * And how ſhould

yourHeart eccho back, Here I am, ſend me!" Has

Jelus Christ been reveal'd in and to you ? And does the

Lord
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Lord now call you to preach the Goſpel to the Heachen ?

Surely you will not confer with Difficulties and Dangers,

or carnal Intereſt ; but ſeek to be on your Wayto the

Heathen Nations as ſoon as may be, to let them hear of

your Lord and Saviour. While you feel the Love of

our dear Immanuel glow in your Breaſt, how, oh , how !

your Heart akes and bleeds within you, for your poor

benighted Kinſmen after the Fleſh, that are periſhing

for Lack of Vifion ! How long ? How much ? And

how often it has done ſo ? I give you Joy, my dear

Brother, for the Door of Hope for their Salvation ,

opens to View with a promiſing Appearance. At one

and the fame Time, Opportunity preſents for you to

vent your Love to the divine Jeſus, and your Compal

ſion to the periſhing Souls of your Nation.

Now then, our dear Brother , go, go , and may the

Lord go with you , and now fend Proſperity! Go in the

Spirit of an Apoſtle, go do the Work of an Evangelift ;

Go lift up your Voice in the Huts of Savages, and cry

aloudto the People that dwell in the gloomy Shades of

Death ! And let them “ hear the joyful Sound." Go
tell them of Jeſus, tell them who the Saviour'is ; tell

them, “ He is God over all , blefled forever more "

tell them of his divine and mediatorial Glory , alluring

Fulneſs, and perfect Excellence ; tell them he is the

only Mediator and Saviour, and that he is both able and

willing to ſave them ; tell them King Jeſus Reigns,

God's own almighty Son, and they who dwell in the

Wilderneſs muſt bow before him, ſubmit to him , believe

in him , love, worſhip, and adore him , as Lord of All.

And whether they will hear or forbear, know thou, our

dear Brother, your Judgment will be with the Lord ,
and your Reward with your God ' ; glorious in full Pro

portion to your Dingence and Fidelity.

In the Third Place, as I obſerve at preſent, a Number

of Candidates for the Goſpel Miniſtry, I take ihe Liberty

of making an Addreſs to them .

1

My
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My young Friends,

I always feel great Tenderneſs toward hopeful Youth ;

who have ſerious Thoughts toward engaging in the

Goſpel Miniſtry ; eſpecially toward you, who have moſt

of you, for a Time, ſojourned under my Roof, prin

cipally purſuing Theological Studies. Suffer me therefore

to addreſs you by Way of Exhortation, to ſee to it that

you know the Lord Jesus ſavingly. Preſume not to

reſt in the charitable Opinion of others, as your Evi

dence, that you ſavingly know the Lord : You may

have the Sanction of the charitable Hope and Judgment

of Preſbyteries, or Aſſociations, and yet he eternally

rejected by the Lord . The eternal Judge,
" whoſe

Eyes are as a Flame of Fire," and whoſe Prerogative
alone it is to ſearch the Heart ; will one Day ſay to many,

to Multitudes, that have propheſied, that have preached
in his Name, I approve you not, depart fromme. If

they who have preach'd in his Name, may periſh in his

Wrath, how greatly it concerns them that preach, to

have ſatisfactory Evidence, by the Actings of Grace,

that they truly kuow the Lord ! To ſome, it may poſſibly

ſeem a very bold Affertion, but I declare it in plain

Terms, that no Man can ever prove to himſelf, that he

was callid of God , to engage in the holy Miniſtry, who

has never been effectually call'd by divine Grace, ſo as

to know the Lord ſavingly. And unleſs you thus know

the Lord, with what Heart, with what Confidence, can

you enter upon the ſacred Miniſtry ? If you ſhould run

the Riſk , the awful Riſk , void of ſuch Knowledge,

what Comfort can you take therein ? Or what of Succeſs

can you expect thereupon ? Without Controverſy, it

will one Day be a Soul puzzling, Soul confounding
Queſtion to many, Man, who made you a Miniſter 3 "

Who gave the Commiſſion to treat for Chrift ? And to

whom, but them , who preach an unknown Chriſt, and

and who run before they were ſent; as regardleſs of

Goſpel Order ? I beſeech you therefore, my young Friends,

that in che firſt place you be well ſatisfied that you

н ſavingly

60
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favingly know the Lord . Ply, warmly ply the Throrte

of Grace, that you may become -rich in Experience of

divine Grace, and that you may enjoy copious Meaſures

of divine Influence. Go on indeed to ſeek all uſeful and

fuitable Furniture for the great Work you have in View,

and never imagine you have come to a ne plus ultra .

Amidſt other parts of uſeful Learning, ſtudy Oratory ,

and artful Method of Addrefs ; but reft not here. If

you had all Knowledge, and underſtood all Myſteries,

and could uſe all the Force of Perſuation , and Charms

of Eloquence ; were you furniſh'd with allthe flowing

Oratory of Cicero, and all the Thunder of Demofthenes;

and could you employ them in every Sermon you preach;

yet, without the gracious Preſence ofthe Lord with you,

you would in Reality be but as the founding Braſs and

tinkling Cymbal, that makesan empty Noiſeand uſelefs

Muſick. I pray God , that the Day in which we live,

may not be a Day in which the true Spirit of preaching

becomes loft, for want of due Regard to the Influences

of the holy Spirit .' While the Study and Uſe of fine

Language and Oratory are fo much in Vogue among

Preachers, and ſo pleaſing to many Hearers, as at this

Day, and tend ſo much to recommend the Preacher,

and to promote his Reputation , the Temptation, to the

young Preacher efpecially, is prodigiouſly powerful to

fubfticute theſe Things in the Room of the Divine Pre

ſence and Affiſtance , and to reſt in them. But alas, for

us that preach ! alas for them that hear, when it ſhall

become thus ! In the Eye of a judicious ſpiritual Hearer,

can it look like preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, and

having to do withthe eternal God , and immortal Souls,

for. Time and endleſs Worlds, to make the Pulpit e

meer Stage, and juſt to flouriſh out a pretty pert
Har

sangue, top'd up with one or two general jejune infe

rences ? How much foever this may pleaſe the , vitiated

Taſte and Humours of fome, the two diſtant Polcs are

not more remote from each other, than ſuch Manner of

Pulpit Work from a genuine Aptitude and Tendency to

pierce

..
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pierce the Heart, to awaken the Conſcience, and, to do

good to the Souls of Men. ' Tis true indeed , Men

have their various Gifts, Talents, and Turns of Mind

' tis natural to fomeMen to communicate their Thoughts

in a correct, maſculine, nervous, ſtriking and charming

Stile and Diction ; as truly natural, it appears beautiful.

Some ſuch there are, who from the ſpiritual Frame of

their Hearts, are zealous, lively and practical Preachers,

and excel in making the moſt warm Applicationsand

carneft Addreſſes to the Hearts and Conſciences of them

that hear. Their Delivery and Geſtures ; are natural ,

grave and decent, Action is lively and ſignificant, void

of Affectation ; their Sermons are evidently calculated,

not to gratify Men's Curioſity with pleaſing Speculations,

but to pierce their Hearts with pungent Convictions ;

not to pleaſe their Fances, but to awaken their Con

ſciences, and to convert and ſave their Souls. They

appear as Men who have been with God in private,

and thereupon ſpeak by his ſpecial Afliftairce in publick ;

theſe are doubtleſs juftly celebrated Preachers of the

Goſpel. If we would act the Orator, the Miniſter, or

the Chriſtian ,we muſt endeavour to know and to culti

vate the peculiar Turn of our own Mind, and not

iidulge a vain Affectation, nor Attempt a forced Imi

tation of any Man. li will appear unnatural and dif

agreeable to a judicious Hearer , when it becomes too

cvident, that the Preacher who has not a natural ſpon

taneous flow of ready and elegant Expreſſions, has la

bour'd hard to poliſh his little Compoſition, by the con

Itant Glitter of ihining Phraſes, by arranging his Words,

beautifying bis Language, rounding his periods, ſo as

really to ſtiffen his Diſcourſe : When by minding little

Things over much , he has betray'd the Want of a Heard

deeply aw'd and impreſs’d with a Senſe of what he is

about, and the Want of a due Regard to divine Influ

ences, and a pointed Form of Addreſs, ſuch as is ge

Derally to be found in the Sermons which our Lord

Chrift preached . While looſe and general Harangues
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are now grown ſo faſhionable in Pulpits, that the truç

Spirit of evangelical Preaching may not be loſt, let young

Preachers learn true Oratory from Jeſus Chriſt, and ſeek

copious Meaſures of his gracious, ſpiritual Preſence with

them . That Preacher has hit upon the true Maſter

Key of ſacred Eloquence, and obtain'd the beſt part of

a Pulpit Orator, who is Maſter of a good Diſcourſe,

and is ſkilful in applying of it , in its full Weight home

upon the Conſciences of Men , who knows how to lay .

open the human Heart, and trace it's Windings, it's

Diſguiſes and Corruptions, and how to draw Voice and

Paſſion from the Heart, ſo that every one ſhall hear , fee ,

and recognize himſelf, and ſtand acquitted or condemn'd

in his own Breaft, according as he deſerves one or the

other : But no Man is like to do this to Purpoſe, unleſs

the Lord is with him , and ſpeaks by him . Labour and

Art may make a Man an elegant and correct Speaker,

ſo as to be much admir'd by himſelf, and by thoſe who

feck nothing fárther ; but I will be bold to ſay, that no

Man can become a real powerful Chriſtian Orator, unleſs

the Lord is with him , impreſſes divine Truth upon his

Heart, and helps him inſome good Meaſure to preach

as he ought, " even in Demonſtration of the Spirit and

of Power." I beſeech you , Sirs, labour to be Maſter

of the Subject you handle, to be full of it, to be tho

roughly enlighten'd and warm’d . with it , to feel every

Sentiment you deliver , and every Paſſion you mean to

inſpire. Remember the Pulpit is a Place in which Men

ordinarily affect to ſhine, in Brightneſs of Sentiment,

Fineneſs of Compoſition, and a Gracefulneſs ofElocu

tion ; and if the Preacher does but think , (and ' tis a .

Wonder if he don't ) that he has obtain'd the Reputation

of a fine Speaker, great is the Force of Temptation, to

bring him under the Power of Pride and Self-Admira

tion . And that he may now deſpiſe the Smiles, as well

as Frowns of the People, and by Humility be kept ſafe,

as not forming big Ideas of his own Importance, and

his own Performance , and that he may have a Mind

.
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exalted in all Reſpects above this World, and above if

felf ; how much he needs a Combination of grand and

ſolemn Views of divine Objects, and Things Eternal,

by the gracious Preſence of the Lord with him ? The

Lord being thus with you, you will fink into Nothing ;

feel leſs than an Attom , as ſtruck with the Majeſty of

his Perfections, and tranſported with the Wonders of

his Love : Now you will ſee the Beauty, Glory, and

Excellence , now Taſte theSweetneſs, and feel thePower

of divine Grace and Truth upon the Heart ; and now

you will be filled with Bowels of Compaſſion and God

fike Pity toward the Souls of Men : And now your

Manner of Preaching, will neceffarily be inſtructive,

warm , caſuiſtical and pathetical ; addreſſed often to the

Conſciences, and frequently to the Affections of your

Hearers ; the moſt hopeful Method to enlighten and

vivify others. After all, ever remember, that the ſaving

Efficacy of all Means, dependsupon the Co- operation of

the holy Spirit ; powerful Paul may plant, and eloquent

Apollos water, 'cis God giveth the Increaſe : Therefore

you muſt be very converſant with Heaven, importunate,

inceſſant at the Throne of Grace, praying the Lord to

grant divine Influences to the People, as well as to your

lelves : And if he ſo does, and works by you , aſcribe

all the Glory to him , to his free and ſovereign Grace.

In fine, mydear Sirs, be ſure that you always give due

Honours to the Aids and Influences of the holy Spirit ;

and thus, ' tis hopeful, you will become powerfuland fuc

ceſsful Preachers of the Goſpel; and thus may the Lord

be with you and bleſs you, and make you Bleſſings in

your Day, and finally Crown you with immortal Glory!

Fourthly and laſtly, I turn the Addreſs, in few Words,

to the Body of the People.

My Friends,

You have heard what for Preachers Men ought to

be ; and thereby what for a Man you ought to chooſe,
when occafioni ollofon ܠܝܕܫܐܝܘ Mama a.hr
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in a Judgment of Charity ſavingly knows the LordJeſus

Chrift : And does it not argue the Worth of your Souls,

andthe Importance of your Salvation, that Men muft

be endued with ſuch rich Furniture, in order to preach

the Goſpel to you . As for thoſe of you, who ſavingly

know the Lord Chriſt, and thereby have the firſt Dawn

ings and Pledges of an immortal Day of Glory, ſhout

forth the Praiſes of ſovereign Grace, and labour to grow

in the Knowledge of him , and thereby to increaſe in

Holineſs and Bleſſedneſs. Ye that are ſecure in Zion ,

know ye, that to know the only true God , and Jefus

Cbrift , is eternal Life ; and that to remain fecure and

ignorant, is eternal Death . Ye awaken'd Sinners, ( for

bleſſed be the Lord there are ſome ſuch ) know ye, that

the holy Spirit will ſtrive with you, but for a limitted

Time ; your eternal All depends upon his Influence and

Agency, therefore grieve him not. You appear folici

cous to know what you muſt do to be ſaved , knov ye,

that you muſt believein the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo ſhall

ye be ſaved. - In a Word, to conclude, may we All,

Miniſters, and People, old and young, high and low,

rich and poor, Negroes and Indians cogether, One and

All ; account all Things but Loſs and Damage, for the

Excellency of the Knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;

and thus become truly bleffed now, and be inconceivably

blefled, through the unmeaſurable Revolutions of Eter

nity ; which God of his infinite Mercy,grant ! For the

divine Mediator's Sake. AMEN, and Amen .

F I N I Si
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