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An Advertifement to the Reader.

T’H E Jfeweral Authors of the enfuing Difcourfes, whafe Places of Refidence are at-
a confiderable Diflance from New-York, depended upon a Gentleman of the City

T itginfpelt the Prefs.y but-being difappointsd by his Removal from thence, and one

‘of them Maving an Qpportinity of laa&c’f'?braugb the followwing Sheets, as far as bo

‘2ha Clife of the 52d Page; dchres that the following Corvedions of Errata might take
Place : And that the ingenious Reader avould make favourable - Allowances for whiae

bas efcaped bis hafly Remarks, and ingenuoufly correft the Errors he fball obferve in

the Pages following thereupon, not yet feen from the Prefi ; fignifying, at the fame

Time, that as the manginal Nates uppn. the Dyfeourfe of Ordination, are added for Illu/-

tration Sake, 1{%&1 be Apgument wsas bub briefly goucked upon 5 fo if any Thing in:
that Difcourfe, the Charge, or Exhortation to the Péople, fgall occir to the Reader,,
which he apprebends to be fingular, be may be informed, that thers was fomething pe--
caliar in the Circumfiances of the Ordination.

Leal s 2 T e - -
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\ITLE Page, Line 16, rea 3, Line 20, read” running;.
1. 28, r. exalt. p. 4,1. 13, ontext. p.7,l. 32, r. ftupen-_

dous. p. 9, 1. 3, r. of fuper-angelick Glory. L. 33, r. immortal. 1. 5, from Bottom, r,
Mtermoft. p. 10, L 32, Fsterrible. p. 11,1 2, r, condemnatory. p. 12,1. 6, r.
‘admirab¥e. p. 15,1, 34; . Salvation, " p..zo,1. 1,r. fillen fhost. 1. 26 and 27,r.
dupesfede. p. 21, L. 2o;'r. reftoral. 1. @, 1. flupendays,. [« 26, r. relucent. 1. 31,.
1. of the Love, {¢c. 1. laft, r.adoreing. p. 24, L. 15, r. multifarious. 1. 27, r. Aa-
ditories. p. 26,.1. 28, r. defpifeth, four'Fimes. 1. z, from Bottom, r. Bellows are.
burnt.. p. 27, 1. 23, r.indifpenfable. p. 28, L. 6, r. Deftru&tion. p. 29, L. 11, r..
Tallmadge. p. 33, 1. 3, r. devoted. L 17, r. Sin-Offerings. p. 35, 1. 24, r. endea-.
vour. l. 3 from Bottom, r. limited. p. 37, L. 22 of the Margin, r. Precedent. p. 38,
1. 2 of the Margin,. r. limited. p. 39, 1.23 of the Margin, r. Extravagancies. p.
44, L. 15 of the Margin, r. inherent. p. 45, L. 8,r. Chnftianity. p. 46, 1. 6 from.
Bottom, r. barred. p. 48, L g from Bottom, r. confidered. p. 50, L. 29, r. Com.-
mandments. p. 51, L. 4 from Bottom, r. let that which islame, &e. p. 52, L ult..
r. out of a pure Heart.. p..57, l..15, r. Brethren,
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CHRIST tbe grand Suéjeé? q/' Go_/}eI-Preacbmg, the Power

of G O D, manifefled in the Work of Faith ; and Unbelief
under the Gq/jbel lamented.

A .
SERMON
Preach’d at Brook- Haven, on Long-Ifland, Otober, 23, 1754~

AT THE
ORDINATION
_ "O F |
Mr. BENJAMIN TALLMADGE.

By SAVUEL '15&'1;%.&, A4 M.
Paflor of the Church at Eall-Hampton, Long-Ifland, -

- Together with a Difcourfe.on OrpinaTiON ; The CHaRGE, and
ExnorraTION tO the People,

S

Publifbed at the Dg/iré of the Hearers.

e

1 Corinthians ii. 2. For Idetermine not to know any Thing among you, fav:
Jefus Chrifty and bim crucified.

p— _

NEW YORK:

Printed and Sold, by J. PAkxu, and W. Weyman, at the
- New- Prmtmg-Oﬁce in Beaver-Street, MpccLy,
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hokadiocky 4ok 4 j5yful and glorieus Truth, fuffidiently obvious, From:

BB the: Reprefentation which-the Holy Seiiptures give of the

g ¥ - 'aé%%ﬁnfelé of ithe "Wifdom' and Grace of - y  With
¥y ‘Reéference ‘tothe admirable’ Plot, and (Economy of our
%5 4P+ - Salvation, that infinite Wifdom- hath-devifed the Méthod

REFEPEEEP - of Man®$-Redemption,  in'a Wiay wherelirval) the  divine
» i o ributds deeord and 'difplay: th mfelves:ih their bfighteft
Euftre-; evenin fuch Degrees of Exaltation-and Manifeftation s were be-
fote doncéaled’; *''and this in ConjutiCiivh with the high-andiendlefs Hap-
pinefs of Man., Which Glory and Felicity, i brought about by. Vistue'of
4 Covenant; the Plan of which was ‘drawn in the Coundil of the Trinity,
and enter’d into from all Eternity: For, althe’ the Prémulgation of the Co~
vénamt of Rellefiptidn ‘was riot, "6IFsfter God enterd intor a Covenang, of
Works with 4dam, 35" the Head'and Riepréfentative-of falIIMagxﬁnd; candi
by him -as fuch violated i yet - it was tedlly prier theroto, as d.8pfing funs
under Ground from' all Eternity,* until it firft. btbke ut in that ample, that
furprizing Pramife ‘of a-Saviout made'in vPayr’a‘dt"@z ‘after the Fall, namely,
that the Seed of the WWoman thotld bruife -the He.

th eed d of  the Serpent. § The
Goftiel is thé ‘Revétation ‘of this Covenarity which before-fay hid “in. she
Depth's of the eternal Counifel; or -4 Pecldration of a Wayiaf Salvation fos
s;qneqsﬁy_?éﬁzg CFriff ; whieth'Gad, in infinlle Wifdonij: Lowé:and Gracey
hith prepared. > Not," Evangelical Faith; e thde Giuce or Duby, whereby
we giveunto God, that Glory - which the defigned - to mariifeft-aiid exhalt in
and by?;/ix‘r Chrifi. Bpon ‘the Flight of a’penitent Sinner unto the Mercy
of God n F¢fas Chriff; o in and by-the’ Heart's: Approbatian .of, Confent
unto, “and 1Acquieféence in &éW ay of Tiife-andiSalvatibn. of Sinnets by
zéﬁa Chrift, Glory i§ giveti to God; and-opr eternal Happinefs effe@ually

cured:*“And *tis the’Dévice, of imivenfs Wiifdom, agfeeable to-boundlefs
Goodhefs; and addrable Sovereighty, -that fuchial Faith thould come by Hear-

n,
3

ing."§ *Tis by the' Gofpel Report, that faving Faith is begotten in the Heart
of

fgﬁlq@ Sinner. - 'The Propofal- of the Gofpel; according to the Mind_and
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‘Wil of Ged,:is hereunto’ fuppofed. Nat pnly -the Gofpel itlelf, but alio
the Preaching of it, is ordinarily required unto believing. How fball they
believe in him of whom they have not beard? And hew fball they bear witheut a
Preacker ? And bow fball they preach, except they be fent 8 The Word Preach,
- fignifies the Office’ of -a Herald,-or Ambaflador ; and cqmprehends no lefs
thin ‘this,” té be employed by Chrigt, toindke ch&’f. ofhimj to fell ﬁ\/lan‘?
kind what he is; to make him known ; to give a Publication to People of
the glorious Defign he came into the World upon ; which was, that Men
might believe in him and be faved, .We have the higheft Affurance, that
Zywk,Cbri A, our great Law-givér, has appointed a ftanding Gofpel Mini-
ryin ‘hi§ Church,- to coritinue to the Confitmmation-of afl Things. ., The
various Furniture, and rcquifite Qualifications for the Office and Work of
the Evangelical Miniftry, he hath ftated in his Gofpel, whereir he requires
that:Perfons ‘endow’d hercwith, in.order to officiate therein, -be feparated -
theréto; by the Impofition of the Hand of the Prefbytery, and folemn Prayer.
And upon: Inveftiture, 'that is received .in Ordination, performed according
to Scripture Precept and Precedent, they may regularly exercife that Potwer,
which: is given by Chrift’s Commiffion, ;and comes alone from Him, the
Hoead'of the Chureh,; and equally-belongs to all Gofpel Minifters. Being fe-
parated to the Bervice of Gody in the Miniftry of the. Gofpel, which is a
Station high and facred,’ honaurable, and truly venerable, .we are to exert
ourfelves. with the greateft Fidglity, in making known the %lgd Ti/diri(is of
Salvation ; - wheteby.our Souxd geing out into all the Earth; * the perifhing
Sons of Mén'may be brought to faving Faith, in the Almighty Redeemer,
to the Gloryof God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. ~ =~ - .

.IN this View-of Things, when our Negotiations are in great Meafure,
infuccefsfuly. ‘it feems both natural and generous, to.adopt, as our own, the
deplorable Out-cry of- the Prophet lfaiab, Who hath belicved our Report?.
and to whom is the Arm af the Lord revealed ? In thefe Words, the evange-
lical Praphiet Ijziah exprefles his Regret and Lamentation, that fo few truly
belicved and cordialy. embraced  the Report, - which he and others made
conceining Fofis. Chriff.- 1 fay, -a Report concerning Fefus Chrifi ;. For, ’tis
evident, that af himi the Conteft fpeaketh, in that divers Paflages thereqf are
quoted, with. Application'to-Gbrif? in the New-Teftament. 'The Words
may ‘be read, (Who hath believed our Decirine, that is, concerning the ]llzﬁ
Jas; ory whohath-believed our ,Hearing, that which we have heard from
the Lérd ; and-have to propofe te be heard by others.  And this “is a Re-
port concerning_ the Loxd. Jefus: Chyifty < and  as fuchy not _peculiar to the
Prophet gaiab 3180m all shio Prophets,reported of him, and the Apoftles cars
ried.¢bis-Repart thet Weorld ovar.and faithful M&g{ﬁ?%d the Gofpel, have,
in all Agesy sidde this Repitt 7 iss our Repert. he Hrophet Jamented she
Infidélity, not idnly of the { ime;inwhich he:Jived; but alfo,of Aftpf-j;:mgg.
He forefaw how it. was like. to be in diftant Ages.--Qur Saviour applied this
grophetick Btripture to the. uanlicyiggﬁumn,hig"’ATme; and it-is applied
likewife to the little Succefs which the Apoftle s Preaching ‘met with
among Fews and Gentiles; and thereis flill fad Occafion to have it apph%d :
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(5)
For, alas| all have .abey’'d the Gofpel, nor given it that cordial
‘Reception, which its ha§§§ Cztchts w’cll’?émand‘. ‘ gMamy that profefs to
believe our Report, do ‘not difcern nor acknowledge a divine Power with
the Word ; for, 1o whom is the Armof the Lord revealed 2 By the Avm of the
Lord, fome underftand the Doérine of the Gofpel, whichis exprefsly call’d
the Power of God: Some fuppofe, hereby is intended the Meffiab, who is al-
{o call'd the Arm or Power of God. The Words are to be underftoed figu-
ratively;, hereby is intended the Power of God made maniféft, in and by the
Produ&ion of faving Faith.---This laft Claufe of the Verfe hath Connecion
with the former, and ferves for Confirmation of the Affertian implied in the
Interrogation, who hath believed our Report? And alfo, to point out the
Neceflity of a Divine Power, to co-operate with .the Word, in ‘order to
~make it effeGtual to Faith in them that hear. *Tis evident, that but few truly
beljeve, in'that the Power of God is revealed to but few.  While the Pro-
‘phet thus fheweth the Neceffity of a diviné Power, to make the Word ef-
fetual, be doth not intend to excufe the Infidelity of Sinners, who turn
a deaf Ear to the Report, which the Gofpel ‘makes of Chrift, who rebel
againft the Light, who forfeit the Grace of God, and are Unbelievers of
Choice and not of Force., Thefe Things are to be greatly lamented, tobe
‘much wonder’d at, Are not the Tidings we bring very glorious ? Arbvthel
not worthy of all Acceptation 2 But, alas! being rejefted, we-arefent bac
to our great Mafter with Lamentation, T
Indtiourﬁng farther upon thefe Words, ’tis hop’d, it may not be impro-
‘per, nor unfuitable to the prefent Occafion, to endeavour, by the divine
Afiftance, ... -
Firfl, To thew, that Fefus Chriff is the Sum of all that we are to report
and preach, . as Minifters of the Gofpel. - o g
__ Secondly, “That there is a Manifeftation of the Power of God, when our
Report concerning Fefus Chriff, is effe@ual to faving Faith in them that
ear. . ,
. Thirdly, That it affords a juft Foundation for our Regret and Lamenta-
ﬁm};..thu fo, few truly believe our Report of Fefus Chriff. ~ After which I
a’ ' ' A : . v ) i .’"
i Fourthly, Conclude with ap Applfca{tibh,';by‘Way;"of Addrefs, -
Firft, then, I am to fhew, that z,/u; Chrift is the Sum of all we are to
:report and preach, as Minifters of the Gofpel. .- : o
) When we confider. the djvine . Original, gracious. and holy Ends, high
~Impartance,.and, Gacred. Excellence of the Office and Work, of the Gofpél
Miniftry ; Fidelity. therein appears of infinite Concerniment : ‘And- in that,
:Preachipg is pne great and noble Part ‘of the Office, ' it requires a ‘corréfpon-
dent Regard. “Amidit all the_ Labours and Gleries of ‘our eminent Statioh
in the Church of Chrift, it certainly coricerns s, greatly concerns us, to
have the Subject. Matter of our Preaching, fuch as.our Lord hath enjoin’d
.uponus. Unlefs the reigning Theme of our Sermons tallieth with our facred
JInftruétions, and carrefpondeth with the Direjons of our Comriiffion, we
wcannot_faithfully difcharge our. facred Truft. What the grand: Subje&
«f our’ Preaching .may be, - a‘mi‘t% of little Query, of fo Difpute ;&Ieﬁé
) . ! B T BRSNS L P A .‘f "5’

R L o R )



( 6 )
: gbr}ﬂ lis;;hc Sum and-Subflatice of all we have td pteach, as Minifters of the
. Wereport, purfuant hereto, that the infinite Excellencies of God do betong
to Fefus Chrift ; that he is by Nature, GOD, effential and eternal God :
"That he is of infinite Excellence and Dignity, of abfolute Knowledge, Wif-
dom,(J‘uﬂiée,," Purity, Power, . Truth and Goodnefs.” We have a divine
Warrant, thus.to make Rejort of ‘him; for, thus he made Report of him=
Telf, thathe was God, equal with the Father.” The facred Scriptures afctibe
to him, thofe divine Names and Attributés, which dre proper to God alone;
they afcribe to him divine Works and religious Wotthip, in fuch a Senfe,
as that hereby the Godhead is intended, and fo as to argue him a divine Per-
Yon. , In him duvelleth all the Fulnefs of the Gad-bead borlily. All the Perfecions
of ‘the divine Nature belong to fefus Chriff. | 'Thus we preach ; ‘and thus
_oug‘ht,‘P:oglc to believe.  Unlefs'they believe thé Divinity bf'ljifur ‘Chrif?,
’how can they be real Chriftians ! How can they be faved ? The Divinity
of Chrilt, is a fundamental Article of the Chriftian Religion. The Deity
-of our Saviour, is a Doétrine his Minifters are particularly-charged to give
:?;E@!igitic{d,',qf. " Accordingly, ‘we lift up our Vaices, and are not afraid to.
‘gﬁ‘,t% que Congtegations, ' BEHOLD YOUR GOD.' *Tis a Dottring,
‘which reflefteth a peculiar Beauty and Glory upoti the Embafly we bring to
‘our People ;--- How beautiful upon thé Mountains are our Feet, while we pub=
Jifh the gaod Tidings of Saluation, and fay unto Zion, thy God reigneth 1
jel'évab 15 King over all the Earth, even gefus Chrift, who is over all, GOD,
Bleffed for evir. ‘ e C o : -
Further, We declare Fefus Chrifi to be. Mediator ; the only Mediator,
" between God and Man; and ‘thdt he partakes of ‘,thcf Nature of both Par-
ties, .between-whom he.is Mediator. We reptefent our.'Lord Chirift, asthe
great Theanthropos, or God-Man Mediator, inh whom the divine ad human.
“Natures are fo marvelloully and intimately united, as to conftitute sme'complex :
. Perfon. -We make Declaration, that to this great, high and glorious Office,,
the Son of Gad, the Effulgence of his Glory, the exprefs Image of hisSubftance, ,
“was defign’d and fore-ordain’d from 'E'térg:ﬁ‘t‘ 7 ; arid that be aGualty tindettook-
- the Execution of it immaediately after the %al[ of . Man. In all preceding
- Ages, ta his Incarnation, he ‘continuafly’ 1&ted. as ouf Mediator; and.
‘when the Fulnefi of Time came, the eternal Word,. the' farhe which in the
Beginning was with God, and wasGad, now floop’d to affarne the Nature
-of Man, into moft intimate and ineffable Untor~with his divine Perfon.
‘Mifterious and marvellous Event ' Two Na(lﬁ'es;ir*ﬁ‘dirdy'di‘[ﬁht*ip, them-
"felves, are moft nearly unjited in the Pérfon of Chrift!" HWithout Gontroverfy,
great is the Myflery of Godlingfs, Ged matifefin’the Flefo.>The Lprd of Glory
took our Nature upon him, witha View to-accomplifh the*Ends of his mic-
diatorial Undertaking. = 7efus Chrijt had thofe ‘Things 10 do, as Mediator,
which none but one thaf 15’ God ¢ould do ; and Ke had thofe Things to fuffer,
_as Mediatqr, which none but a Min, ¢ould undergo': It'was therefore 'ne-
_ceffary, thathe thould be both God 4id ‘Man, in- vrder, 'to hi§'being a
“fuitable Mediator between them. . It was requifite that thé Mediator fHould
- Bs God for how could humin Nattrtﬁ' aloné keep “frem finking unc}‘er[" the
- " infinite
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" ipdinits: Wrath of God,' and the Power of Death ? Surely our Mediator;is
& divine Perfon, and muft needs be fo, to give Worth.and Efficacy to his
Saffetings, Obedience, and Interceffion. The Sufferings of a finite Creature,
as fuch, cannot pay an infinite Price, and thereby anfwer the Demands of
Juftice : Had not.?'efm Chrift been very and perfe& (God, his Obedience
- had not been legally meritorious. Where had been the Merit of his Obe-
- dience; -and the Value of his Sufferings ? If he: was not a divine Perfon,
-how could he fubdue our Enemies; apply Redemption, and bring us,to.con-
fammate and eternal Salvation ? It was neceflary he fhould be Man, in_order
‘to obey the Precept of the Law, and to undergo the Curfe of the Law : this
he could not do unlefs he had been Man. The Effentials of the Law were
taken into the Covenant of Redemption; and Fefus Chriff, by voluntagy
.Confent to the Terms of the Covenant obliged himfelf to, obey the Precepts
of the Law, and to be fubjet to the.Curfe therof. Accordingly, 3s Surety
“of the Covenant,---he obeyed what the. Law injeined) -and fuffer'd what jt
threatened, as a -Punifhment due to us for Sin. He perfeétly obeyed. the
Will of God ; he fulfilled 'the moral Law ; he obférved the -cerimonial
Law 5 he fulfilled afl Righteonfneft. He fuffered the. utmoft Punifhment,
‘which Juftice requised, and- (God' propofed,-for the Expiation of Sin : He
"became obedient even unto Death.: - His Sufetings were -endured: by him in
.2 Way of Obedience: "And his Obédience was not only fupet-equivalent to
“all that Man was to do by.the Law, butéquulto all the Remard promifed in
-the Covenant of Redemption. In a Word, fcfus Chrift, as a Perfon infinite in
Excellence and Dignity, fulfilled the Conditions-of the Covenant ;---made
a Purchafe of compleat Redemption, and eternal Happinefs for his People..
Heunderwent:-ahd performed all.that, which was required of himv in tite Coi-
venant of Redemption, wherein. it was adjufted and agreed,’ whatfhould be
'*f!'atisfa&ory. and metiterious, andfb'reffectual to- fave Sinners ;. and:heteby
-mesited, not only forfeited, but even, greater than forfeited, Bleflings for.
bis People. - The Law is magnified and made bonourable ; the  divine Per-
fedtions ull harmonize, and fhine out with admirable Glory, with a Meri-
dian Splendor, throughout all the:Progrefs of the ftupendious Work of Mans.

Redemption. . . 0 - L 0 BRI R
o Wd report. .of _‘?ﬂef/ s Chrift,: that, .as Mediator; he . is- invefted: with
a prophetical, prieftly, and kingly Odfice 5 Which Offices-do wonder-
fujly anfwer the {piriwsal Neceflitiesiof Sinners ; and admirably. qualify him
dor. the-compleating the Work, of Sdlvation. We declare that:he is an all~
swife, pawbrfuly incomparable Propbet ;. and thathe hath-executed. his: Pro-
‘phetical Office in all-Ages ofthe: Church.; That he hath reyenled the Wil
of God outwardly byshis Word, even all that is net¢ffary -to be -knawn, in
<oxder tosounSalvation.. And we report, that-in the Execution of his prophe-
ticalOffice, he inlightens.the Minds of Sinners, (o as to be effe@ual tg their
Convi&ion andCoenverfion; that be irradiates their dark Minds, ¢/ipnated  from.
theLife of God; through the Ignorance that is in them,- and: gives them toifee a
'Beauty and Glory in:the Gafpel. .. Wereport, that he illuminateth th= Souls
‘of Believere, [oas ta promate sheir Sanctificatian and.Confolatien, By the
Light he communicates to them, they are enabled to behold, in a fuperna-

tural Way and Manner, the moral Beauty and infinite Excellence of divine
Trutls



(8))
“Truths ; and to obtain an éxperimental Tafte of their incomparable and
rapturous Sweetnefs. Wi report, that Fefus is the great and ‘immortal
~High-Prieft of 6ur Salvation ; 'that he is a Prieft fettled in his Office, by the
‘facred ©Oath of God ; thatin his Perfon he was .a Prieft, and the Sacrifice
“that he offered was himfelf. - We fpeak of his Obedience and Sufferings, as
-being in our Room and Stead, : that the Debt of his People was exacted of
-him, sand'he paid'it to theutmoft Farthing : The Father fpared-him: not.;
“he was wounded for otr Tranfgreffions; he was bruifed for our Iniquities, .Wie
-proclaim, that God would neither pardon Sin, nor accept of the. Sinner,
‘without a Satisfaltion; without fhedding of Blood there was no Remiffion g‘
-8in.  Wedeclare, that Fefus Chrift offered a Sacrifice’ to the Father, infi-
‘nitely fatisfaCtory and meritorious. We: reprefent him, as having, enter'd
into Heaven, now to appear in the Prefence of God for us, where he ever liveth,
o make Interceflion for.his People: A Priett upon a Throne ! the Lamb
“that had been flain | 'We report concerning Fefas Chrif, that he is a King
-and Lawgiver.‘ We reprefent him fitting on- a Ttrone, as well as dying on
‘the Crofs-: We preach not ourfelves,’ but Chrift Jefus the Lord. We aflert his
-Authority over the whole Creation, .and efpecially over the Churches. He
‘is-indeed, by Nature, King, as he is by Nature, God ;.and as he is Mediator
itoo, Heis King-and Lord of the Univerfe : ANl Power is given to. him in
Heaven and Earth. He long governed the Fews, by a Theocratical Kind
iof Government ; and is King of the Church of God in all Ages ; :and reigns
sover all Nations, and all Creatures for his Church : All Angels, Mep and
:Devils are under his fupreme and univerfal Dominion. We declare, that
Z’eﬁu Chrift hath a fpiritual Kingdom, in the Souls and Confciences of his
‘People. -We report of him, as a King of incomparable royal Endowments,
-of Powet, Riches, Knowledge, Wifdom, Juftice, Mecknefs, Clemency
‘and Metcy.. We affert, that he is able.to execute the whole Defign of
Man’s Redemption ; and that he will bring all his Redeemed to eternal
“Glory, and put them in Pofleflion of the everlafting Happinefs of Heaven,
‘He muft reign *till be hath put all Enemies under his Feet ; * and in a Sort
after that ; forhe is an:immortal and eternal King, He isKing for ever. For,
tho’ his Kingdom fhall ceafe, as to the prefent Manner of Adminiftration;;
getas to all the Effentials of it, itiis.an evérlafting Kingdom, and.of his
Dominion there fhall beno/End.. =~ = =~ S :
We report of our Lord Chrift, that he was elefled, called, and commif-
fioned to, furnifh’d and-accemplifh’d for, his Office ; affifted, accepted,
and rewarded therein by'the Father ; -and that he-undertook and carried on
his mediatorial Work' veluntarily.. And-wéaflert the Exercife of his pro-
‘phetical, prieftly, and kingly Oyﬁiée, “both .in his-8tate of Humiliation and
Exaltation. And thefe Things, -which are now dnly.glinc’d -at, swe expa-
tiate and e’nlarge apon, when we.contemplate and difcourfe upon his Incar-
mation, Humiliation, afd confequent Exaltation. Thefe are Themes we
much infift upon, intheCourfe of our Miniftry. Wle proclaipn the.immenfe
Condefcention of efus: Chrifi, in takiny the human Nature into Union with
‘his divine-Perfon,” “T'hat the human Natude thould -be united to-the fecond
L ! . "', Lot - LT '-f?"!.’,‘;"ﬁ, ‘ »iPCl’fOﬁ
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Perfon inthe Godhead, wis-traly :a Hew TThing under the' Sdni,  dndrwrith-’
cuta Precedent ihmiverfal Nature. - We'repert; that: he émpty’d - him I
of the fuper-angelick Glory, and vail’d it'under gve: Cloud -of Humanity ;
that he confented'to be made under, and to fulfill the Law, - in ir’s whole
Demand, both penal and moral. 'Numerous  were the Miferies, -Sorrows,
and Sufferings -of our Redeenier) ih his-‘State of Humilidtion ; heavy the:
Punithment cir Lord underwent, whieh he bure aur Iniquities. Mence:thofe:
Fears, and Tears, and Prayers, and Cries; ‘Hernice his.Agony. - We report:
of the aftonifhing Scehes of Humiliation he.pals’d thro™ fram his Birth to his
Burial ; yea,'even to his fhaking'off:the: Garments of Mortality." Unparal-:
lel’d Humiliadon,” proclaiming fuper-eminent, matchlefs, and immenfe
Love | How weighty were the Caufes of : this amazing Event | how glo-
rious the Eidds intended and anfver'd! how nomerous: the blefled Effeéls re
falting from 1t ?: We:report of the-glorious Jefus, as:reviving frons Death,-
arifing amidft Miracles’ and Weoriders in Natitre, and ' the Miniftrations of-
holy Angels, conquering the Kingof Terrors, triumphing over Satan.and
all the Enemies of his Cgrofg, and exhibiting full Evidence of the Validity
ofthis Sucrifice; and: dmple Affurance of the' gloribus Refurre@ion of -Belie-
vess at the laﬁ'Dﬁf." R A I SRR VI SY SIS JETSS ETAPE U BN
That after a fhort, pleafirable:and inftruive ‘Iheerview with his. Dif=
ciples, he' commanded “and confer’d; 2-folemn. Blefing upowthem ; and
immediately afcended in ‘4 Chafiét of Glory, attended. with hddlj:ingngels,‘
and enter’d into the Holy Place’ not made with' Hands, to appéar i the' Pre-
fence of God, for his People. -He weat to Heaven to'prepare it, and to
take Poffeifion of it for his Reople, to intercede continually with God - for
them, -to pourdown the Holy Spirit inv plentiful Meafures.upon them, and
to: govern: all Things for 'their Good. ' By the figurarive Expraffion of his
Seflich av:the Right Hand of God, we reprefent him,as:in: 2 8¢até of high He-
“nour andGlory, Power and Authority, Reft and':Joy ; and >as in the Pof-
feffion of the glorious Purchafes of his Crofs, and mindful of his People,
in thie: Height of all ‘his Glory ; difpenfing fpiritad) Bleflings with 2 liberat
Hznd,' 6rdger-ing all Thifigs well: for themy and defigning 'to ‘advance them
to & Throne:of immotral-Purity-and Glory. «=:!: 50 o0 e v
1 Wee report of Fefus Chifl, in his infearchable. Riches of. Righteoufnefsy
Grace and Glory, -and ‘of his infnite Ability to fave,“that ke is fuffictent ¢o
anfwer all the Danger our Souls are in,’ and the Neceffities they are under :
We bring good News to a defolate Werld, which lies in Wickedstefs ; : for
we tell Sinnérs of Mankind, that in Fefus Chrift,. they' may find Merit for
their Guile, Fulnefs for their Weants, infinite- Mercy ahd: Govdnefs for their
Miferies: That he wants for ae Grate w makethemya’ willi:g»?éapk-, ner
for Righteoulnefs to- make:them a- pardow’d Pooplé: Ima Word, thee the.
Mighity Fefus wants tidthing to- take Rim a fusflicient: Medistor ; far be ig
able to fave unto the utermoft, all that tomé unto Goll: by him. = And wé not
only affure all Meny that Frfus Chrif? is an All-fufficient Saviour, and . that
there is' Merit and  Grate vrough Inthiih for the woLE WorLdy but we
alfo'tell themy thiatwé ave. commandedivd proach $Be Gofpal-ss cvary Creatures
and fhat they are commanded to believe in ?’efm Chriyt, and that he wh
B T ",C’ A1 3 “ ._'.', S " bcﬁcves
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tatieves fhalhbefoved;nnd thathe will ot rejeét shofe st come unto hims.
that heiis, willing ia frck andfays ket which. wer bfly-- . Wiesell Sinnersi shat,
Zefqugi  inwites them:to come;te him, and o bring mothing to. him but,
uilt, Poverty,and Miferies,: and the hrotan axd sonirite. Hoart ;- to come,.
apd, buy all the neceflary Benefits of his-Purchaley swithewt Jdonay. and seirh~{
eyp, Prie..* If thay . waet and feek a:Psoof-of-hia, ggod Wil soward Man,.
(awidft insbmesableathen Evidenogs hareofs ), we;tall thestt, e was plealedi
tpdive iﬂﬁul'.h_]m,z%ﬁd'_m WA R 2 a0t bow g b st
A pmdmmﬁutrﬁﬁuwris:th& Koustein of Blefleduafis the Por--
tioprand’ ghief Geod. of Man ; -that the: eerlaiting: Happinels »of: his People!
doth. eminently confift in theEajopment of higj; thas be is nolioly the Au~
thor of their Bleflednels,, but alfo the Mastes of it : T'hat. the:Happineks of.
Hgaven tefults fipm a transfoamingoV ifion, of the Glosy of ouri Lard Jefus. -
Tp hisu 'theaiis the:Canaurpanes of alk divinte Rerfeltions, and;Gract in.the:
Ighefd Sarain of Brminengy ;. Blefitd, iare they whe. will, ebald bis. Face i
b&g&%f: } Fouthey ball pajasisfediwith bis Lékeutfi 5 when thiey fhall fee
i di g ise . - b b s tden T e ed oo Lnd et
- I wright postseed thssd,-<bus; L would now ablervas: thahdn declasing the
whole Counfel of God, and giving every Truth its due Weight, ‘weendeas
vbmtomaxdwcoaﬂrmRekvtﬂeef!o;]e[ug&‘bﬁﬂm-- R ST T
: KnqungithacTerremifisba Lardy we perfiade Men ito; become, recpnailedn
tpGod Ayo Fpds Libm 1L Wenpen-andexplain o shriftln: Sipners,shie Co-
uenantsofy W otks.: We, fot befose:sham the-Spirituality of the Law init’s.
“Thtesteping: 1 We tell themof. that Law-which the People. of Jfrad 1 could:
not hear jtill the third Days spskwhich; wes-given with fuch "Thunder and-
Ligbtping franxthethick Oldudy aue with fuch ' warible Voiceof the Trum=+
pet; “that-iteayled she. Camip-of Ifxeel 1o trémble; the; Earth (o quakey ands
cvehi Mifesptbedlanof &G ody exseedingly . £0-far. > +We. obfgrwe te: themy
thptFhewife begifator hath andexed a, T hicatering: to-his Law; aad: that:
- by { Virtug ghereof{.a Tranfgreflprs, they axe sopdemtid to condign Puaith-:
ment | deortvid, dowh._ta th difinal Vault of Hello As the Harbingorsof
 Gody wedond s iis, tersahls Crarfes againfl vhemic from didialb Mdunt.d
Now we thus addrefs them .np.:th}e:;lgmguage: @f .- 1k errery .that’ we:
1pip Ding HWish sestiecsivel the,, gonder, Whifpers ‘of. the Gofpel 508y /in
athen WWRLlss: Skt s e ey of iy the Blefag: of - Gad, ) - dtivc: them :6)
ChsihbyEaith; for Bighbrtownths Graserand <terpal hife, We fhew,that;
thae: L asw was: g Wer with! evarigelical aud mercifi] Puspofes.: :Whe prefent.to,
taeir, Vid; the Burity-ahd Pecfetion of the divine Laws that thereby they
may: sectivio powsifl ;zmﬁibu:q&thcg;Gﬁiks,;l.qahsitr said Midgry's that
they sop koW thatcuitbdesshedting 9 Rlpod e is-ue Reiffian gf Sins auil:
that by Mbapsiheraef, thhyouthy wewt up utdasFithinsfeus:Corifli § ...
i Wieptoglasaibefore th Facecof-the Weerldy that . the Boripture\Dogirinte.
of Salvatinn by frat sediosreign Geace, is a Dolring according fo God-
linefs. (W e nenwintl‘Belictarsiohthaitrelpeltive Duties, aswcll as grea¢ and.
precious Poxiegés = VEa el them, it -tinough. Faithe  do. not miske sidh.
utigatlihwm vz W Ehat:she baw s wlatilin Varigiy of -Refpeéls to;
ode <@ tibas FOI T L sualet or hebioiagy vis g 1 thetis
- * Jat V. 1. " § Gal.iiif@g. O Rom. ik, 23.
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them ; efpécially, asa Rule of Life and holy Obedience : That-altho? they
are frebd from the commendatory Power and Curfe of it, beirig freely pardon’d
and juftified: by the Righteouinefs of Fefas Chrifl ; yettis requird efthemy
to attend to the Law as theRule, by which they thould regulate their Hearts
and Lives. . ' Weurge upon them cheasful, univerfal,-and conftant Obedience
to tho moral Law, and 3li the Precepts of the Gofpel. But then, ‘we 'in-
force our Exhortations, by Motives taken from the Authosity and Love of
Godand Chrift.;” We teéll them their Obedience muft be the Iffue of Faith,
in Chrift, and the Produ& of Love to Ged; and that in all their Obe-
dience, they muft have an Eye to Chrift’s Authority, commanding ; to his
Spirit of Grace, affitting ;. andto the Merit of his Blood for commending.
We often. infift. on .thofe Subjects, which are inward and fpiritual, and
which go by:the: Namie of Eiperinental Relsgion ; but then we confider themy
with-a fpecial Relation to Chrift, and in the interefting Light of Conformity
to hisGofped, - - IR - S
We reprefent Faith and Love,; and all evangelical Graces, as deriv’d
from Chrift ;. and - as difpofing the happy Subjeéts of ’em: to all the vifible:
Fruits of Holinefs. .. We. tell. our. Hearers, ’tis Prefumption. and damning
BDelufions to.pretend to a faving Intereft i Chrift, without a correfpendent:
Conformity to the Pecepts'of his: Gafpel. We often inculcate meral and®
focial Duties 5 .and ‘we vefufe not the Ufe.of Arguments, drawn from the-
Wature: and Reafon -of  Things, . to infosce our Exhortations.. We cepre-
fent Virtue. imits. lovely Charms, and . bleffed Confequences; and Vice in-
s, horrid Hiue ands deftructive Tendencics ! Weurge to the Pratice of the
former,. and.dehort foom the Purfuit of the latter, by all' poffible Motives;
but then, swe everrememberto do thefe Things in:an eviangelical Manher.
T o:preach mosu] Dutics,” with 4 proper Referemce: to the Autharity; - Love
20d Grice of Chrih, is'ta preach:Chrift ;. but, to have :no Regahd to Chrift’
berein,. is to, make.void the greas Defign of . the Gofpel. *Tis toforget that™
we are Miniftors'of the Golpel, and that the Mediation of Chrift, and the!
powerful Influences of: the holy . Spirit, -are-the peculias Glories of the Chri-*
Qian Rtﬁg'wn:"w;":‘.' I T S O O ST PN taie whe o et
- We indulcare fublitre . and amiable Apprehenfions of Godi'We: olfeives
to. oitr1Hlgarers) tha we are.incapible . ofidivet-imuitive Apprehenflons 6f
the Divine Effence; %t its Properties.: Weare ac onde loft, wheh we. 4ttempe-
te exexcife ourfelvesyon shatswhich .is :abfolutely Inimdnfe,’ Bretnal, Infi-
nite. We form foine Conceptions of God, from his Difplays. of 'Hinded
ip the Creationi and Goverment of the Worldl.c : Hisowr immedjate: Wakks.
havie firdngChara&ens of his Divine Excellenies upor’ them s« But! thefe hiet
very ‘obfcuse, withoutthe Help ufdivine Revelasion,oby which alFsii-Con 3!
deptions of him muft berepulated: ' “The holyScripracey roveul the: Bemwgbf
Gled, rand his Subfiftence in-the Trinity wf Perfons.: | Anil ave 'obfesve to' ot
Hearers, that in the Perfon.and: Mediatioh-of @hrifly there is tade untd-as°4!
blefled Reprefentation of the glorius Propesties vf:ithc (Didime Nature’; o
that we have Knowledge of theGlory.of (God,: iibe Fude-of ChrsR 3§ whe'
s the: Brightruafs of bis Glary,  and the esprifv Image of Wﬂﬁafm’i*"ww‘i;;& i
L. ® cn
§ 2 Cor.iv. 6. [ * Hewl)il™3,
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~“Wherl Wwe tréit upon divine Provillénce, tinder aViriety of Confiderations,
‘we fpeak of our Lord Chrift, ay having all Power in Heaven and Earth, and
the Government upon bis Shoulders. * Wiren the Motion of the Wheels of
Providence appears, with the Marks and Sighatures of Infinity and Incom=
- prehenfibility upon it, - we then obferve our Lord hath referr’d to an Here-
- -after, for the Knowledge of the amirable Harmony, Uniformity, and Glory
of what he now doth. S C S
‘We often repeat in our Affemblies the Chriftian Wat¢h-Word, BeroLw
THE Lorp comeTH! We prefent to View the Terrors and ‘Glories of the
laft Judgment, and declare Zeﬁu Chriff, Lord and Judge of all.-—~-We per-
fuade Sinners to believe our Reportof himnow,-as cver they would be pre-
pared for that Time, that End of Time, when-he will s revealed in flaming
Fire, taking Vewgeanceon them that know net God, “and that dbey not the Gofpel.
. Wee often remind ‘true Believers: of theip:being.habitually prepared. for
- ‘every Event of Divine Providence, and exhort them to fee to it, ' that they:
‘be aCtually, We call upon them ftill to repair to Fe/us Chrift, by an appli-
cative Faith, for all neceffary Supplies of Grace and Comfort. We tell.them'
of their ample Treafures, glorious Immunities,i and royal Prerogatives: We.
open to their View (if poflible) allthe Bieffings containéd in.the many great
- and precious Promifes of the evangelical Covenant, which-have Relation te
the Kingdom of Providence,. the ‘Kingdom:of the Gofpel, the Kingdom of
Grace, and the Kingdom of eternal Glory., We tell that the Promifes aré
to be applied, -as being in Gbrift, yea, and in him, Amen, tothe Glory of Ged
and that all the Bleffings included in them, are the Fruits of his Merit, cons:
ferr’d by his Bounty,.and fealed with his Blood. We exhort them to cele~
brate the Praifes of the Lamb, as one infinitely worthy,, #o: receive Bleffing;
-and Honour, and Glory, for ever and ever. . I might proceéd largely on thise
wife, and obferve that we preach much. concerming Regeneration; San&tifi+
«cation, Juftification, Adoption, ‘and the Benefits which accompany and re-’
fult from them; and that we confider them all with proper.Relation to’
Chrift. But thefe and many more: Points, are in Part, comprized in what
‘has been before hinted at; and tis needlefs to multiply Words; while:I only
propofe to exhibit to View, by Way of Specimen, in fome felet Inftances,
how we endeaveur to have: a conftant Reference: to - our' Lord Chrift in
Preaching ;. That he is the Sum and Subftanee of our Report.. . - s e
The Reafons and Mofives are numérous ; - a:few of them only may now
be.gouch’d -upon. - o - :

- Jefus Chrift is and aught to be, the:Sum and Subftance of our Report ;
far he-is she Sum-and, Center of Divine Revelation. The Chriftian Religion
iga. Reportof him ;- who was declar’d to be the Son of God with Power. The
Scope of all the Prophecigssind-typical Prefigurations: was, to thadow and
point out Cheifty-and dire& to'him for Salvation. . We find. much faid in
the. Old Teftament, about thie Perfon and'Offices of Chrift, and the Grace
and tS_alvation‘whk;h -was: to come by him.  The New-Teftament reveals
him.more fully.-~-The whole. Séripture-is 'a Teftimony. of Chrift, -and of
the abigldte Neceflity of Faith in bim, in Order to Salvation. . Ir him z:

* giiix, o9, (SO0 G
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bid afl” the Treafures of Wifdim and Knowledge ; that -is, the Wifdom and
Knowledge of God, ‘in his Counfels concerning the Vocation, Sanélifica-
tion, and Salvation of his People. 'The whole Superftru&ture of the Chri-
ftian Religion is founded upon Chrift 5 No other Foundation can any Man lay,
than that which is laid.  All the Duties of the moral eternal Law, and all
the Precepts of the Gofpel, have, fome Way, a Refpect and Relation to.
our Lord Chrift. We are to yield Obedience to the Law, and Precepts of
the Gofpel, as given by him, and receiving Inforcements from him. There
is no Duty but.what we arc obliged to perform, in Faith through Chrift,
on the Motives of the Love of God in him, by Grace derived from him,
and with Reliance on his Mediation. All the Glory, Life and Power of
the Chriftian Religion, as fuch, and as fealed in the Heart of Man; all the
Benefits and Privileges we receive by Virtue of it, have a Reference and Re-
lation to Fefus Chrift. = Inconceivable Bleffings are purchafed by him, trea-
fur’d up in, and conferr’d thro’ him.. Without an Intereft in him by Faith,
there can be no juftifying Righteoufnefs, no real Holinefs, no eternal Hap-
pinefs for us: Therefore Chrift is the Sum of all we are to report and
preach. ,

Further, By Virtue of our Office and Commiffion, we are under Obliga-
tion, in Point of Fidelity, to make Chrift the Sum and Scope of our Preach-
ing. We ftand in a fpecial Relation to our enthroned Saviour, Chrift Fefus,
the Lord: We are in a peculiar and folemn Manner, feparated and dedica-
ted to his Service: Our Commiffion to preach we receive from his Autho-
rity : Our Inftru®ions and Dire&ions from his Gofpel. And, according to
them, we have nothing to preach but Chrift, or the Gofpel, which are
Terms of the fame Import. He who hath authorized and intrufted us to
preach, hath told us what we are to preach ; and this is the Do&rine con-
tained in hisWord. This we are bound to declare to Men, and to do it with .

>

Reference to him : Faithfulnefs in our high and important Truft, requireth

thus much. We are then, to preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the Lord
and Saviour. To decline reporting of him, is aCtually undoing what we are

fetapart for ; ’tis with a tremendous Rifk to run counter to our Commiffion

and Inftrultions. Neceflity is upon us ; yea, #oe unto us, if we preach nat

the Gofpel. o '

- If we would be fuccefsful Minifters of Fefus Chriff, it becomes’ us to

mzke him the Sum and Subftance of our Report. We are not to be a&ua-

ted in the Difcharge of our high and holy Office, from a View to our own

Honour and Applaufe among Men ; but with pious Aims "to the important

Ends thereof ; that God may be thereby glorified thio® Fefus Chriff ; and int
Subordination hereto, we are to endeavour the fpiritual Good, and immortal’
Welfare of the Souls of Men : In order to which, ’tis of the laft Impor-

tance, that we preach the Gofpel. ’Tis granted, that we may, by the

Grace of God, be faithful inthe Difcharge of our facred Intruftment ; and

yet not be eminently fuccefsful. If we are faithful, we may take the Com-

fort of it ; yet ’tisa Sort of mournful Pleafure, if we are not fuccefsful : For, .
as faitful, we have a folicitousConcern for the Succefs of our Miniftratians 3

that opr Hearers .may experimentally know the Gofpel - ¢f Chiift to}»’)e the,
. D ' ) civer

. : - ~
. . J
ih * -
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Power of God to Salvation. Now, ’tis the Gofpel that hath a Divine Fitnefs.
init, to attain the important Ends of our Miniftry. The Gofpelis fuited
inits own Nature, happily fuited, to the great Defign of working Won-
ders of Salvation on finful Creatures. .
~ Were all witty Talents and Excellencies united in a Minifter, and em--
ploy’d in preaching, he is never like to anfwer the Ends of the Gofpel
Miniftry, if he throws afide the evangelical Scheme of Salvation : All his
refined Speculations, polite Addrefs, and laboured Charms of Eloquence,
will never reconcile one Soul to God. The Truth is, the whole Succefs
of our Miniftry, in the faving Effeéts thereof, depends upon the Co-opera--
tionand almighty Energy of the Holy Spirit: And ’tis Prefumption to ex-
pe&t his Concomitancy, unlefs we make Chrift the Sum and Scope of our
Preaching., ’Tis this Report which hath been follow’d with glorious Suc-
cefs ; the greateft Wonders in the World have been wrought by it: The
blind Mim%s of Sinners have been enlightned with the Dawnings of anim-
mortal Day ; their Hearts of Stone have been turned into Hearts of Flefh ;
" their afpiring Wills have been bow’d to the Crofs of Chrift-by this Report.
“The ufurping Powers of Darknefs have been fubdued, and Sinners by Thou-
fands and Thoufands, tranflated out of the Kingdom of Satan into the King-
dom of God; that Kingdom of Light, Purity, Love, Peace, Joy and Glory:
The Dead in Trefpaffes have been raifed up, and brought to walk in the Fear
of God, and Beauties of Holinefs, by this Report. This Report, in its
glorious Simplicity, hath triumph’d over the Paffions and Prejudices of Man~
kind the World over, and filled the whole Earth, with eternal Monuments.
- of the Redeemer’s Honour, Riches, Power, Grace, and Love; it hath
rourifh’d the vital Flame of Life, in the Hearts of Believers; by it they
have obtain’d growing Meetnefs for eternal Bleflednefs ; it hath preduced in
all Ages, Joy and Rejoicing, Thank({giving, and the Voice of Melody in the
City of God : *T'is thisReport which the Eord Commands the Bleﬁiniupon.
How important, how excellent, is the Theme ! Never were the Ears of
. Men faluted with a Report equally weighty. Eternal Salvation depends up-
on the Knowledge and Belief of this Report. How furpaffingly excellent:
it is, in contemplating upon it, new difcover'd Glories for ever open to
View; there are Depths in it hid from the Eyes of all Living:---How co-
pious, rich, and unfearchable? No Tongue of Man or Angel can declare
its Excellency : Surely it deferves Priority of Regard.- ‘

Thus to report, is to imitate the bright Examples of faithful Preachers in-
all Ages of the Church. The Prophets all made Report of Chrift 5 to Him.

. they all give Witnefs. Our Lord Chrift, whilft upon Earth, made Report:of
himfelf : He publifhed the Salvation he himfelf is the Author of. The.
" Apoftles preached Chrift : He was the main Subjeét they infifted upon, as
is cvident by their Epiffles.  And - thus have faithful Minifters, in all Ages,
‘'made Chrift the Sum of their Report :---Such regular Examples, have in
them the Nature of binding Precepts.

Finally, would we hold Communion with Chrift in our Work ; be able.
with Joy, atthe Day of Judgment, to render an Accountto him thereof;:
and receive a giorious Reward from him ; he muft now be -the Sum-of -our

~orting and Preaching. It is much.to bedefir’d;. that we may enjoy his

. ' . gracious
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gracious Prefence with us, and hold -Communion with him in the Work
affign’d us : *Tis 2 Work fo very great and arduous, the Temptations and
Difcouragements that attend it fo numerous, we ourfelves fo weak and in-
fufficient for it, thatwe ftand in Need of conftant Supplies of Grace from
our Lord Chrift, in order to the due Difchargeof it.. And unlefs we enjoy
the gracious Prefence of our Lord with us, we are not likely to do much for
his Intereft in the World; nor to-have [piritual Comfort in the Performance
of Duty : His Prefence with us in aWay of Grace, and fpecial Afliftance
renders all Duties pleafant Exercifes.  Altho’ Fidelity is not the meritorious
Caufe hereof ; yet without Fidelity, (which requires that we preach
Chrift) ’tis in vain to expect his Prefence with us. And the Day is haftening,
when we muft appear before his Judgment Seat, and render to him a folemn
Account of the Miniftry we have received : And then our Condut will be
reviewed, and Examination made, how far we have anfwered our Trufl,
T'o make a dreadful Suppofition. If a Minifter is then found to have prea-
ched himfelf, and not Chrift; to have fought to pleafe Men, and not the
Lord ; to have wickedly betray’d the Honour of God, and Intereft of Chrift;
and to have injured the Souls of Men : What Amazement and Confufion
will then overwhelm him? What Horror, Tribulation and Anguifh will
then feize upon his guilty Heart ; himfelf being difapproved of the great
Judge, after having ferved as an Herald !---Happy, thrice happy,in that im-
portant Day, thofe Minifters who fhall be found faithful, and approved of by
their Lord and Judge ! They fhall reccive a gracious Reward for Fidelity,
in reporting of Chrift, and fulfilling their Miniftry ; they fhall then “enter
into the Joy of their Lord ; they fhall have beftewed upon them a Grown of
- Life that fadeth nat away : They fball fbine as the Stars 5 yea, as_the Sun
in the Kingdsm of their Father 5 for thofe that honour the Lord in the faithfu]
Difcharge of Duty,, .Le will honour, honour with unperifhing Glory.” Here
then we have prefented to .our View, as Inforcements to %idelify,' in"the
Difcharge of the Duties of our high and  holy Office ; efpecially ‘with Re*
lation to making Report of Chrift,---the whole T'enour of Divine Revela-
tion ;---the commanding Authority of our Lord and Saviour, our Office and
Commiiffion ;~--the Glory of God, the Honour of Chrift, and the eternal
Salavtion of Spuls:---The Importance.and Excellency of our Theme j---
the Examples of the Faithful;---our own prefent éomfort, the eternal
Judgment, and the immortal Crown of Glory. ' :
I procecd now to the Second general Head. ;
© Secondly, To thew that there is a Manifeftation of the Power of God,

when our Report concerning Fa/us Chrif?, is cffectual to faving Faith in them .

that hear. D o - .
The Prophet in our Text, lamented the Want of a faving Faith ; for it
was the Want of fuch.a Faith, as is obtain’d :by. the Lord’s revealing
his Arm.: And hereby is pointed out the Nccefity of a Manifeftation of
Divine Power, in order to faving Faith, in them that hear the Gofpel :
‘There is na faving Faith where the Lord’s Arm is not revealed. There
are many who yield a meer naked Aflent to the Truths of the Gofpel, that
yet .want faving Faith : Saving Faith includes in it, Affent o the Gofpel

«
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Report ; yet naked Affent is not believing with the whole Hearf to Silva.
tion, it beingonly an A& of the Underftanding, without. the :Confent of
thé Will ; and as fuch, no other than Reprobates and Devils may exer-
tife. Fudas, without Doubt, yielded Affent to the Truths of the Gofpel,
when he was a Preacher of the Gofpel; and Devils believe and tremble.
Saving Faith fuppofes antecedent Conviion of Sin, and Humikiation ; for
Unhumblenefs and Pride are inconfiftent with faving Faith. -~Previous
to evangelical Faith, there is Convition of 8in_by the-Law,.a praical
Sight and Senfe “of Sin and Mifery, fo as that- a Perfon looks upon himfelf
in a perithing Coridition.. There isan Apprehenfion of the Nature of Sin,
its Guilt, and Punifhment due to it: “There is a Senfe of Sin, ~original and
altual, and of utter Helplefinefs in 2 Man’s felf, -and Unworthinefs to .be
helped by God. ‘Saving Faith includes in-it, Affent of the Mind todivine
Revelation, to the condemnatory Sentence of the Law as juft, .and to the
Declaration of the Gofpel : That God; in his Love and Grace, will par-
don and juftify Sinners, through the Blood and Mediation of Fefus Chrift..
It fuppofes .an HHlumination of the Mind, by the Holy Spirit; whereby we
are enabled t6 behold the glorious Excellency of God and Jefus Chrift ; the

- Riches of divine Grace, and the Suitablenefs and Safety of the Way of Sal-
vation,.as propofed in the Gofpel. And by the almighty Energy and

- irrefiftable Operation’ of the Divine Spirit upon the Heart, we are enabled
to renounce all other Ways and Means, for the attaining of Righteoufnefs,

- Life and Salvation ; and cordiatly and fincerely to approve of, confent unto,
and acquiefce in the’Way of Life and Salvation of Sinners by Fefus Chrift,

- as propofed in the Gofpel; as an Effe& of divine and infinite Wifdom, Love,

- Grace. and Goodnefs ; and as fuited to all the. Wants .and Exigences of

. guilty convinced Sinners. e : .
. We are at this Time divinely enlightened and affifted,. to belicve the Re-

- tord which God hath given of bis Son : And upon the Credit of his Tefti-
mony, toreceive &efu& Chrift, asoffer’dinthe Gofpel. By the Effe& of
God’s A& on the Mind and Will, we confent to the Terms of Salvation,
we receive Chrift : He is not forced upon us, but accepted from aLight that
commends, and a Will that defires him: No Violence is offer’d te the Will,
we aré made the Lord’s willing Peaple in the Day of bis Pewer; and as call’d
to Glory and Virtue, are inclin’d, and enabled to walk in all God’s Com-
mandments, from a gracious Refpet unto him : For Holinefs of Heartand
Life, doth accompany and flow from Faith in Fefus. Chriff. Now, tho’"
the Word may beufed, as'a Mean inall this ; yetitis made effectual only
by almighty Power: Meer moral Suafion, with all its Charms, will not,
cannot be fufficient to. produce faving Faith in them that hear the Gofpel.
The Holy Ghoft makes Ufe of rational Difcourfes, and Defcriptions of
Chrift, in order to Faith in' him; and the more clearly and powerfully we -
make Report of Chrift, and the more weighty our Arguments and Motives,
to perfuade to Faith in him, fo much the better ; .yet the Succefs of all de-
pends intirely upon a divine Efficiency. The Heart .of Man .is naturally
wholly oppofite to Faith in Fefus Chrifl : Men hate the Light of Convic-
tion previeus “to ‘Faith, becaufe their Deeds are evil.” Men are fan&xfx{id

. * y
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by Faith in Jefius Chrift 5 -and the reigning Enmity of the Heart againft Ho-
linefs, renders it diametrically oppofite to Faith: Salvation by Faith in

‘Chrift, is in a Way of free and fovereign Grace, which is intirely oppofite

to the proud and afpiring Nature of Man ; prompting of him to be felf-fuf-
ficient and independent, to be his own Saviour, and an Enemy to the
Soul-humbling Terms of the Gofpel ;-~<as it is written, let him that glo-
rieth, glory in the Lord. .

The Mind of Man is naturally fet againft Faith in Chrift : Men are for
finding out fome other Way of Salvation, than that which the Gofpel pro-
pofes. The learned Rabbi muft crucify his Whys and Wherefores, that he
may believe the Gofpel. Faith that is faving, flands not in’ the Wifdem of
Man, but in the Power of God. o

The Will of Man is naturally fet againtt Faith in Chtit : There is not
only an Inability to, but a fixed Enmity in the Will againft Faith in Chrift
It was a heavy and juft Charge our Lord brought againft fome in his Day,
and now lies againft many ; 12 will not came unto me.~--The carnal Affec-
tions of the Heart, are all fet againft Faith. Not to multiply Words, fuch
is the Ignorance, Im ncy and Enmity of Man’s Heart ; fuch the Oppo-
fition of it, and of Satan, and the World to Faith; and fuch the Nature
of faving Faith, that nothing fhost of Almighty Power, can conquer thq
Oppofition, and produce evangelical Faith.. There muff be a Power join’d
by the Holy Ghoft, with Motives beyond the moral Force of them, or
there will be na Faith to Salvation, There never was an Inftance, from the
Maoarning of the World to this Day, nor will there be to the End of Time,
of a true Believer in Chrift, without fupernatural Illumination, and a power-
ful Work of the Holy Spirit upon the Heart, Agrecable hereto, the holy
Scriptures ever fpeak of faving Faith in Man,. as t%'e‘ Wark ‘of God. They.
declare that thofe who céme to the Son, are drawn by the Father 5 that Faith is
wrought by the exceeding Greatnafs of his Power, eyen by fuch Pawer as was,
wrought in Chrift when he was raifed from the Dead : They teftify that
Faith is the Gift of God; that he works in us to will, and to'da of his goed
Plafure: That ke fulfils the Work of Faith with Power. We find Faith
rank’d among evangelical Myfteries, and that ’tis emphatically call’d the
Work or GOD: The Power of God is then furely manifefted, when-
our Report of Fefus Chriff is truly believed, manifefted in the Work of
Faith, and revealed to them who believe, who have a #jtnefs hereof in
themfelves. But I muft pretermit many Things,---and praceed, . =~

- Thirdly, To fhew, that it affords a juft Foundation for aur lieg;et‘ and
Lementation, that fo few truly believe our Report concerning Yefus Ghriff. |
. When we fpeak thus, it muft be taken as granted, that we make our.
Report, according ta the Mind of God made kmawn in his Word: And

* ’tis here fuppofed, that we propofe and make Chxift known, as the Qbjed

of People’s Faith; and that ’tis their indifpenfable Duty to believe in him.
*Tis here fuppofed, that we eught to obferve, what Eruit and Succefs our
Miniftry hath among People, that we may duly adjuft our Prayers and Prai~
fes; our rejoicing and mourning, with Reference ta them. And ’tis fup.

poled, that there are fome who do‘Eﬁot believe our Report; {ome poffibly
: : de



do not fo much as yield an Affent to it; others have only an hiftorical’
Faith; and are under the Wrath and Curfe of God. Preaching the Gofpel,:
and faving Faith in them that hear, are far from being commenfurable, and
of equal extent: ’Tis the difmal Charalter of many, they make light of the -
Gofpel of Chrift; and thisis Matter of great Lamentation. The infpir’d
Penman was, doubtlefs, in the Right, when he complain’d, as in our Text,
of the Want of Faith in them that hear the Gofpel. He reported of the-
Blefled Redeemer, as tranfadling all our Concerns with God, in the Cove-
nant of Redemption, under the E‘hara&er of the great Mediator: The Love
of the Saviour reign’d in his Heart; the Law of Kindnefs dwelt on-his Lips ;.
the Gofpel of Peace flow’d from his Tongue: Yea, he lifted up his Voice
* like a Trumpet; he pour’d abroad the joyful, the melodious Sound, and-
proclaim’d’ the glad Tidings of free and eternal: Salvation by the Son of
God. But, alas | Who hath belicved the Report # He forefaw the Luftre and--
Efficacy of the Gofpel. would be under a-Vail, that Multitudes of Fews..
and Gentiles, would have no Eyes to difcern their fpiritual Interefts, and-
eternal Concerns ; no Inclinations to embrace the Gofpel of Peace :---.
Therefore his Paffions beat unalterable mourning Pity ; his Soul breathed-.
out the Tokens of exquifite Angu'th, Other Prophets, who made like
Complaints upon fimilar Occafions, were net impofed-upon, in apprehen-..
ding they had juft Grounds fo to do. , :
~‘Surely the Divine Redeemer did not err, when he was griev’d for the: .
Unbelief ‘of Sinners, and dropt his Tears over them. When the Report::
of the Gofpel istruly believed, tlfe excellent, the important-Defigns of the.
ancient, " the eternal Covenant, are accomplifhed ; all the Perte&tions ofr
God are declaratively glorified; his Laws obferved ; his Name fpiritually-
worfhipped:; His Praife celebrated’; his Grace admireds The Lord Re-.
deemer; the King of Glory, is lov’d; obey’d, adored, and fo honoured: Pre--
cious immortal Souls, who ‘wete alienated from the Life of Ged, are brought-
near to him, by the Blood of the Lamb, made fpiritually wife, truly holy,
really happy, .in communion with God now, and-firmly intituled to.future-
perfe&t Purity, inconceivable and etermal Glory. Blefled Confequences !
But woeful, when it’s the Reverfe:of all this ; and this is not all :--- For,:
by difobeying the Report of the Gofpel;: they caft the vileft Contempt on
God, who is our ultimate End; the fupremc»Good, the only Soul-fatisfying
Portion; and upon the great Redeemer, whofe Blosd they tread under their.
Feet ; * and upon the Holy Spirit, whofe Motions they refift They accufe.
the whole Trinity of Falthood; for there are three: that bear Record,---that .
eternal Life is to be obtain’d by Faith in Fefis Chriff.  They virtually pre—
fer the Service of the Devil, and the Gratification .of - their accurfed Lufts,
to the Service of God, and the Redeemer-; and.eternal Damnation to ever- .
lafting Salvation. They contraét immenfe Guilt ; which, if perfever’d in,
will plunge them into remedilefs, aggravated, and eternal Mifery. Thefe-
Things are truly deplorable, much'to-be lamented. How affelting it is,
that the Gofpel Miniftry thould be mifimproved by Sinners, thro’ their Infi-
delity ; that the Word of eternal  Life, fhou’d become.a Savioar of gcn})al;
) eath

* Hebr. x. 29.
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Death : That they fuck Poifon from the Flowers of Paradife, from the
Blofloms of the Tree of Life ? Lamps are light up, fed with frefh Oil, and
kept burning ; and from under the Light of them, unbelieving Sinners,
with mountainous Loads of Guilt upon them, go down to Blacknefs of
Doarknefs for ever. Our prefent Comfort, as Minifters of the Gofpel, and
our future additional Jsy in the Day of Chrift, by the Succefs of our Mini-
firations, amidft the foregoing great Profpets, feem fcarce to deferve a
Mention ; and I perceive itis Time, yea, more than Time to pafs on,
Fourthly, To conclude, with an Application, by Way of Addrefs.---

. I fhall take Occafion, from what has now been faid, to make an Ad-
drefs ; in the firft Place, to the Minifters of the Gofpc! here prefent :-

_ My Reverend Fathers and Brethren, .
I- Acknowledge my Unfitnefs, to. fpeak from this Place at this Time ; but
* in that you have affign’d me the Province of Preaching upon this folemn.
Occafion, you have intituled me.to the Liberty of an Addrefs. ;
. Permit me then. to affure. you, .that ’tis not from the leaft Shadow of
2 Sufpicion inmy Heart of a Deficiency in any one of you, with Reference.
to the fubject Matter of your Report, as Minifters of the Gofpel, that hath.
influenced me to treat upon the preceding Subjet, in your Audience ; nor
have I herein aimed at being -your Inftrutor ; I am but your Remembran-
cer. I rejoice, greatly rejoice,.. if your Minds are refrefh’d, by contemplating
once again, upon the Duty and Dignity of the Minifterial Office, as in the
Review of the fubje&t Matter of -our Report. . With Soul-humbling Plea-
fure, you are certainly. difpofed, often to revolve in your Minds, whofe
Minifters you are: Yes, my Brethren, you are willing every Hour, to re-
colle@, that we are not the. Minifters of Socrates, or F’Iata, or Seneca, but
the Minifters of Fefus Chrifl 5 and that as fuch, ’tis. our Bufinefs to promote.
his Honour, by makingdue Report.of him.

- As weare Stewards of his Myfleries, we are to endeavour, both to keep
and difpenfe them, with all good Fidelity : Surely, nothing can be more

- conducive to the Advantage of Chriftianity, and by Confcquence, to the

World, whofe Happinefs.is fo much concerned in its Support and Succefs.
Eow high, how excellent, important and .pleafurable, the. Work aflign’d
us.! To be ftudying and. preaching a.glorious Chrift, is a glorious Em-.
ployment ; for it bears an eminent Proportion to- the Excellence and Dig-
nity of him of whom we make Report; and the great Confequences thereof.
Happy and glorious the Station allotted us by Providence, which gives us fo
great an Opportunity of promoting the Honour of fo dear a Name, - as that
of Immanuel 5 and the fpiritual Good and eternal Happinefs of immortal Souls,
How arducus and difficult the Work ? It might even be dreaded by the
Angels of Heaven, while affign’d to us Worms of the Duft. What rich
Furniture is neceflary, what Knowledge, what Zeal, what-Affection, what
Application of Mind, to-be-fuited for the whole ; yea, to be fit for any
Part of this Work ! I am apprehenfive you have prevented me, in reflec-
ting on the-Reafon we have to humble ourfelves deeply, in the Prefence of
11.1<: Divine Majefty, while we this Day remember our Faults and Deficien-
cies. . In making our Report of the glorious Redeemer ; how far, alas! how

: : far
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far have we fell fhort of that Light,” Leve, Faith, Zeal, Skill,'Refolution,
Stability, Compaffion, A&ivity, Holinefs, and. fpiritual Elevation of Soul,
which is required of us ; and renders meet for fuch an Employ! What Self-
feeking, Self-Confidence, Infidelity, Formality, Carnality, inglorious Neu-
trality and Impurity, we find cleaving to us! If thou, Lord, fbou’df} mark-
Iniquities: O Lord, who fhall fland 2 Amidft innumerable Infirmities, I truft,
my Brethren, we are now in the Pofleflion of that fublime Pleafure, which
refults from a Conftioufnefs of Fidelity, in adhering inflexibly to our facred
Inftruétions, as to the Matter-of our Report ;- and from having -the Glary
of God, our primary View, andin Subordination thercto, the Salvation of
Souls. ‘But, Oh ! why have not our Prayers been more frequently prefen-
ted, and fervently made, for the Prefence of our Lord with us? How fhould
we tremble, left we fay, in his Name, what is unworthy of him ; -of in a-
Manner that becomes not our glorious Lord, who fpeaketh by us, when we
declare his real Will. "You will fuffer me to-drop-a Word of Exhertation,
wherein I fpeak (as Ihave done).as much to myfelf as to any: Inthe
View of the Nature, Importance, Difficulty, and Confequences of our:
Work, as call’d to Report of Chrift : Let us be-excited ‘to feek, importu-
nately and inceffantly to feck, the Aids and Affiftance of the Holy Spiris.
For our Encouragement, let us ever keep our Minds believingly attentive.
upon our Title to that blefled Promife, . Lo, f am with you always, even to the
Endof the World, * o~ ‘

Lo I am with you, to qualify and fucceed you in your Work ; to comfort, .
defend and aflift you., Which Promife, we believe, includes in it fome-
thing more, than meer common providential Influence and Protection. We
difcard the Thought, that fuch Promifes are given, with a Deﬁ&? to fuper~
feed, ftudy, and Preparation for the Service of the San&uary : We pretend-
not hereby. to.immediate Infpirations and Revelations of new Truths ; but.
we apprehend, that we have Warrant and Encouragement to feek and ex-
pect the Aids and Affiftances of the Holy Spirit, to lead and guide us into:
-all Truth ; to enlighten our Minds, that we may difcern the moral Beauty,
infinite Excellence and Importance of revealed Truths ; and to afford Affif-
tance in the Delivery of them, whereby we are enabled to preach with fuch’
Freedom and Enlargement of Heart ; with fuch Clearnefs, Power, and Pa~
thos, as we could not, left to ourfelves, deftitute of his fpecial Inflaence
-and powerful Affiftance. We eminently ftand in need of the gracious and
fpiritual Prefence of our Lord with us, to give us Experience and Wifdom
for our Work ; .to difpnft us to preach thofe Truths, that efpecially tend to
-do People Good ; toinflame our Hearts with Zeal, for the Glory of Gad,
and Salvation of Souls j to furnifh us with undaunted Courage, to help us.
to fpeak’ like "Boanerges ; to enable us to fet before our Hearers, in lively
Colours, their Sin and Danger, and to direct them in a right Manner to.
Chrift and eternal’Glory. I the Holy Spirit be poured forth on Miaifters,
’tis render’d hopeful, his Operations will net be loeng fufpended from the
People’s Hearts. It hath becn obferv’d, that Fersfalem is foon to be called
the Threne sf the Lord, after he gave them Paflors according ta bis own H{gﬁ,

% Mart. xxviil. zo. § Fer iii, 154 17.
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"When we preach in Dewmonfiration of the Spirit - and ¢f Power, it -has the.

greateft Aptitude and Tendency to go to the Hearts of People, and to do

Good ; but then, we ever remember, that there is no neceffary and infepe-.

rable Conne&lion between fuch Preaching, and the Salvation of them that

hear: For, who will believe our Report, unlefs the Arm of the Lord is re-

vealed ? Paul may plant, and Apollos water 3 but ’tis God, that giveth the
Increafe. :

. Let us then ftill view ourfelves in the interefting Light of fuccefsful Mini- .

fters of Jejus Chriff, and apply to the Throne of Grace for the Bleffing of
God upon our Report. Verily, of all Men in the World, e need the
Spirit poured out upon us, in" a Kind_ of celeftial Torrent, that we may
wreftle and prevail in Prayer.---But_if, after all Attempts ufed to become
fuccefsful, we find Occafion <o utter the ancient Complaint, Who hath be-
lieved our Report ?---on our Part, ’tis juft, ’tis generous * let us mourn
apart ; let us mourn together. Beholding the Glory of - God, as it fhines
in the Face of Fejus Chrif?, we teil Sinners, that inffnite Wifdom hath de-
vifed an adimirable Expedient for our Redemption; tha; when fovereign
Mercy hath its compleat Exercife, and infinite Love ftoops down even to
the Deeps of Hell, to fetch Rebels to Heaven : ’T'is confiftent with the
Rights and Honours of re¢torial Holinefs, that immenfe Depths of Wifdom,
uncxampled Truth and Faithfulnefs, inconceivable Power, immaculate.
and abfolute Purity and Holinefs, ‘awful and -inflexible Juftice, fit on the.
Throne, and are difplay’d in the greateft Glory ; while infinite - Mercy,
and ftupenduous Love and Grace triumph in infinite Honour, and reign
eternally. Butthey are regardlefs of the admirable Illuftrations of the Di-
vine Perfe@ions, and the inexpreflible Glories that are rcl.&@ant in the

Work of Man’sRedemption ; they rejet the eternal Counfels of God againft

themfelves ; they flight and contemn the Love, Grace, and- Mercy of God,
in the moft glorious Demonftrations thereof, thatever were made known
under or above the Sun: Whofe Soul can remain untouched under a View
of thefe Things ? We tell Sinners of Love and Compaffions of God our Sa-
viour ; wepeint out his Blood and Wounds, which faved us from ever-
lafting Death ;:the Crofs which he endured, and the Shame he defpifed to
inake.us happy: -But they refufe to behold the wonderful Scene on Calvary,
and to hear the expiring Sighs and Groans, the triumphant Grace of a
dying Redeemer! They trample under theic Feet his Blood, and all the

‘Procurements thereof : Blood worthy to be gather’d up in ‘g’olden Veflels by
-Angels, and procuring Favours immenfely great, and in
for Man! Hereby their own plaineft and immortal Intereft is oppofed ; our

nitely neceflary

Lord Chrift kept out. of his Right, as great Creator -and Redeemer : In
thefe Views, ah! what Grief, what Horror and Aftonithment feizes ppon
our Spirits | What wife Man, what good Man can reftain from Sorro w
and Lamentation, -while he beholdséontempt caft upon Divine Trutbs ?
e proclaim Truths that are beautified by the Luftre of an eternal Excel-
lency, and furrounded with the Chara&ers of ineffable Wifdom and bound-
lefs Love : Truthsthat are gazed at, and contemplated upon, with- Wonder
aad Delight, by numberlefs CioudsF of adorning admiringSeraphs ;‘ghdfwh’isy
CF o funit
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farnifh them with Matter for eternal Songs of Praife. T'ruthswhich are de=.
ltvered at’ the rich Expence of the Saviour’s Blood ; and which have en-
© wrapp’d inthem the Glory of Heaven, and the Terrors of Hell: Yet Sin-
ners deem them meer Words, - empty Sounds, infignificant Cyphers.
How affecting it is, that the old Serpent fhould be fo fuccefsful in his Ef
fays ‘to beguile and deftroy the Souls of Men, while he endeavours, with-
Mifts,and Darknefs from infernal Regions, to overcloud the Divine Ami-
ablenefs and Beauty of Truth. We report of the Light and Joy of a recen--
ciled God ; of the cxalted and eternal Pleafures of the SanGuary of Immor-
tality, and all the Fruits of the Redeemer’s Purchafe; and that God is
fincere in the Offer of them : But we cry to the Dead, and.labour with the:
blind inflaved Followers of Satan.. They feem determin’d to prefer that-
Darknefs, which leads te the fulphurious anc fiery Lake, to the Purity,.
Light and Felicity of Heaven; and to rufh on againft that glorious, that
dreadful Afm, which drove baek the devouring Flames, and pull’d us out
of Hell. ' They feem refolv’d to oppofe the Glory of God ; the Honour and-
Intereft of Chrift ; the End of the Law ; the'Delign of the Gofpel ; their
own prefent and eternal Happinefs, to contra® utmoft Guilt ; and to fink.
under redoubled Flames of Divie Vengeance for ever. When fo difmal a-
State of Things prefents itfelf to-our View, ¢ Surely it muft fetch up a-
¢ Groan from our Hearts, fwelled with Sorrow, and draw down Tears
¢ from our Eyes.”. T have enlarg’d upon the affefting Theme, beyond
what I defigh’d ; but it will be confider’d, I am really pleading the Caufe:
of fome Thoufands of Souls, under our paftoral Care and Charge, whilel
am exciting Compaflion toward them, whom, methinks, I behold around:
me, as with united Suffrage fpeakingby me: Yea, which is yet more weighty,.
*is the Caufe of our Lord and Savienr I am pleading. Unwilling to leave
you undet the Power of Ideas too gloomy, and.overwhelming Sorrows ; I
refuine Prolixity will mot intrench -upon your Patience, if I take the Li-
erty to add. Let us chear our Hearts with the lovely and glorious Profpedt-
of ‘that Day, that Day, when the Earth fhall be fillsd with the Knowledge of
Z‘f the Lovd, ai the Waters cover the Channel of the Ssa ; and the World fthall
xperimentally know the Power and Purity of the Gofpel of Chrift. Glo-
rious Period, “when thie: Peopte thall all be taught of Ged ; :when frem 1he
suttermiff Parts of the Eatth, Tacred Songs inftead .of mournful Sighs fhall be
keard! Isit'not pretty evident, that the fifth Vialhath long {fmce,. been pou-
red vut upon the Throre of the Beaft-? % May we not fuppofe, that Divine
Revelation doth warrant to conclude, that great and ‘mighty, and in fome
Refpes terrible Things, the Harbingersof Zion's King, are even now at
tire ‘Door ;---And that thelatter Day<Glory will foon dawn mereand more,.
till in Meridjan Splendor “tis ufher’d:into the Church of Chrift,. Whether
we Thafl five to fee this glorious long expeéted Time, we determine not 3
. mean while ‘our Work is before us, Apparent Succefs ‘would greatly tend
fo-animate us-; it would methinks ferve to blow up a Spark of Zeal into a
Flame ; bat we deem it not our Warrant for our Work, At the #ord of
Command from out Lord, we Jet down the Gofpel-Net,  Fumithed with an.
e L . Lo . _-cndkf&
Rey, xviS10: )
’ - R .




e e e ot o T

(23 }

“endle(s Train, and an irrefitible Force of Motives, let us go on, pro-

claiming Gofpel-Truths ; Truths furrounded with the Glories of our -
Saviour’s Death and Love, and worthy to be received with Efteem,
-Affeétion and Admiration in Heaven, while fo much undervalued on
-Earth. ’Tis inglorious to be feized by Cowardice and Sloth, to be

- vanquithed by Difcouragement, in fo noble 3 Work. Bebold yonder eur

.exalted Lord, looking dows from his Throne, to encourage and enkiven us, by ail
poffible Motives ; among which ’tis not inconfiderable, that the Day is
coming, when he will remember us, in full Proportion to our Fidelity
.and Diligence. S . :

In the next Place, 1 would make an Addrefs, in a few Words, to him

“who above all others, is concern’d in the Solemnity of this Day ; who is

now to be confecrated to the.immediate Service of Chrift, and. the Souls.
-of Men. . ‘ : P -
. Dear Sir, : . S ’ SR
. HE fet and folemn Time, for your being duly authorized to dif-
: charge the Office of 2 Gofpel Minifter, is now come ; the diftant
Profpect hereof, hath doubtlefs given: you Occafion for much exercife of
Mind, great Searchings of Heart, folemn Prayer;, and prefing Anxiety :.
The near View adds growing Weight.. You have, indeed, the higheft
Reafon to be affefted with the Greatnefs of the-Work you are engaging
$n. When you take an accurate View of the Importance, and Difficulty
of the minifterial Office, 1 am apt to believe you are ready to break out
in the Apoftle’s Exclamation, /#he is fufficiemt for thefe Things ? The
Reply is, ¢ None of themfelves are fufficient for it ; and the few who are
¢ {o, are indebted to the Grace %“ God, for that Sufficiency they have.”
‘We charitably hope, the great Head: of the Church hath furnifhed you
with fuitable Qualifications for the Work ;---that he hath adorned you
with the poble Gifts and Graces. of his Spirit. We truft the Love of
Chrift in its conftraining and energetical Influence, like a ftrong and
refiftlefs Torrent, bears your Heart away before it to this holy Calling :-
We . are therefore encouraged to hope you will be faithful in the Charge
thatis now to be committed to you. Suffer me, Dear Sir, to exhort you
to engage in this facred Work, with folemn Sentiments of the Nature and.
‘Importance of it ; with pious Views to the great Ends thercof: Abandon,
for cver - abandon, felfifh, ambitious and carnal Decfigns ; the Purfuit of
worldly Gain and vain Applaufe: Make the Glory of God, the Honour, and
Interelt of Chrift, the fpiritual Goed, and eternal Felicity of immortal
Souls, your great and governing Defign, in entering upon, and in profecu-
ting the Work of the Miniftry. Let it be your great Aim, carneft Care and
cenftant Endeaveur, to pleafe yourLeord and divine Mafter ; and to beaccep-~
ted and approv’d of him, in the Difcharge of the various Duties.of your facred
Fundion. As to the fubje&t Matterof your Preaching, you have had, Sir,
a fhort Defcription of what this muft be, (alas, that it hath been no better !).
fet before you. Fefus Chrifi is to be the glorious Theme of your publick Dif-
courfes ; theSum and Subftance of every Sermon, eitherdiresZlyor reductively.
Bome of the Reafons and Incentives hereto, have been glanc'd upon in the
. R S S . tr OO precediti



( 24 7)

~ - preceding Dicourfe : Are’ they not weighty, beyond the utmoft Verge of
“Conception ? Permit me to exhort and befeech you, by all the mighty
~ Powers of eterna! Loving-kindnefs, *-by all the Wonders of divine: Mércy
*2nd redecming Grace, by all the mighty Things of Heaven and Hell, ’ by
-every Thing facred and folemn, that you rever give juft Occafion to-have
itfaid, ¢ That you have reported too little of Chrift in yout Miniftry, and
“¢ have not been zealous for the Glory of his Name.” Youwill {urely-make
‘it your Bufinefs, to fpread the Knowledge of the ‘Blefled Jefus in the World;
as ever remembering - you-are a2 Minilter ofhis- Gofpel. - And in making Re-
* port of him, proceed in fome proper Order, and diftinét Methed ; ftudy to
*fhew jou‘r/elf a Workman, that needeth not Vo bé afbamed. ~ Caft your publick
Difcourfes into the muft regular and “becoming ’Scheme ; obferve a fteady
*Strain of Fhought,  good Cornelltion,-and natural-Tranfitions through the
- Whole of them; while you make Ufe of Art to conceal Art, and endeavour
" to avoid antiquated multiferious Divifions,and thedry Exaétnefsof metaphy-
“fical Accuracy of Diftin&ions :"Labotr alfo to aveid meer loofe Harangue,
- and a confiis’d Huddle of Words, fhuff’d together-in a wild and incoherent
“Manner. Let fo much of diftir€t Method be obfervable to your Auditory,
- (at leaft to the Judictous) asthat they may be able to committo the Memo-
“1y, ‘the main* Branches of your Difcourfe, or -the leading Point in View ;
leaft nothing be fix’d“in the Mind for after-Improvement, and the Sermon
be loft as foon as heard : Good Order hath Power and Beauty init. Let
your Stile and Dicion be corre®, mafculine, nervous and ftriking ; make
‘ufe of fuch Words:and Phrafes, as will exhibit the moft clear and bright
Ideas of Truth, and anfwer the beft Purpofes. Théte is a Plainefs, Simpli-
< city, and Majefty of Speech that is moft ufeful, beautiful, and moft accep-
'table alfo, to the Bulk of our Auditory. Drefs not up divine and glorious
“Truths,“in a coarfe and contemptible Garb ; nor give them fuch Polith
-and Ornament, as does not conduce to their Ufefulnefs : Remember you
-«are a Preachér of the Gofpel of him, who was the crucified Jefus ; and that
R {our Stile muft be fo far crucified as to be level to the Capacities of the Un-
“learned and Unfkilful : Letnot yourStile affeét the Pompand Magnificence
-of the Theatre, fince that is inconfiftent with that Gravity which becomes
~the Pulpit. ¢ Scholaftic Nicety of Method, the formal Regularity of Argu-
* ment, the conftant Glitter of fhining Phrafes, and the endlefs Stringof
¢ rounded Periods,---inftead of anfwering the Purpofes of genuine Elo-
¢ quence, only ferve to ftiffen a Difcourfe, carry too much the Appearance

¢ of Defign, betray too laboriousan Attention to Trifles, and depart too far

¢ from the Simplicity of Nature.---Let it appear, that you are too deepl{'inr‘x’

¢ prefled and awed with what you are about, to have any Leifure or Incli-
¢ nation for minding little Things. * Your Stile fhould ever be fuitable to
the Nature of the Subje&t you are handling. There is a golden Mean be-
. , - . . between
* See the Difeourfe on the Eloguence of the Pulpit, by Mr. James Fordyce, p. 5.6
affix’'dto the Art of Preaching, Zy Mr.” David Fordyce, late Profeffor of Philofophy,
in thé Marifchal College, Aberdeen ; both avhich Difcourfes, dn’ug Performances
but Intely publifp’d) appear to me, to be the beft of the Kind that 1have feen, and
~tich I wou'd bere bambly take the Liberty. to recommend the Perufal of te my younger

" onin the Minifiry. - L
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betweenalowFlatnels, and the Drefs of faife Rhetorick. Lt your Delivery
and outward Geflures be natural, unaffeCted, lively, grave and decent.t
Action fhould " be fignificant, and without Affeftation. When. you have
ftudied your Matter well, and made due Preparation for the Santuary ;
fhould youallow the written Papers to remain clofed in the Time of Deli-
very, there will be a peculiar Beauty, Excellency and Advantage,: in fuch
a.Manner' of Preaching, provided it be performed as - it ought. . You will
fometimes deliver 2 lively T'urn of Thought or pious Sentiment, which oc-
curs to your Mind in the Time of Preaching, when ’tis pertinent to your
Subj2ét, altho’ it was not penn’d down in your premeditated Notes. - While
you ftudy and make Ufe of the facred Oratory of .the Pulpit, ever have a
due Regard to the Information of the Mind; and hereupon, endeavour ta
firike the Paflions, which are the Springs of Actien. Labour to affe& the
Hearts of ozhers, and watch over your owr at the fame Time. Tndefatigas
bly labour, to be furnithed with the richeft Meafures of divine Knowledgey
and of minifterial Gifts and Abilities. ; feek after much Acquaintance:with
Divine Truth, Gofpel Myfteries, and Chriftian’ Do&rines; that you may’
be well accomplifh’d, to make your Report concerning the gloridus Jefus.
Look upon 1it, the Excellency of .a Gofpel Minitter, to be both & burning:
and fhining Light ; therefore be wife, be zealous.  Let the Love of Chrift,.
and. the Love of Souls, conftrain you moft gladly to f{pend, and be fpent,
in making Report of him. Be truly faithful, really humble, and folemnly -
chearful in your Work. Add Force to your Report of Chrift, by the pre-'
vailing Charms' of an .unfpotted Life and Converfation. Labour :to live-
daily by Faith* in"efus Chrift; and to keep up the Life.of Religion.in your.
own.Soul. Be much " in Prayer te God, for the Aids and Afliftapces’ of the: °
Haoly Spirit, and for his Blefling upon your Labours, that they mdy be fuc-. °
cefstul. Be much in Prayer; a Man of Prayer; have your Pulpit in Heaven,
if you would do much for Chrift and Souls on Earth. * When the Lord is..
with you, and works by you, give him all the Glory ; and blufh aty and
mourn over, your own.Defilements and Deficiencies. If yau find Octafion,
1o breath out the.genzrous Ardour of your Heart, in the mournful Language
of my T'ext ; Who bath believed our Report ? Rememberithath been the Lot :
of holy and wife Men before you. "Wherein are we comparable to our Lord ?
Your Time for deing ofitis but thort ; the Reward of your Deligence and -
Fidelity, glorious and eternal. But, I have almoft forgot myfelf, it is more
proper for Days to fpeak to you, and for Multitude of Yesrs to teach you
Wiidom. I only add, enter upon, and in the Strength .of ‘Chrift, igo on,
8ir, in the honourable, important, arduous; and pleafant Weork aflign’d -
you. Magnify the Redeemer, who this Day.calls you to report of Him, to ,
plead his Caufe, defend his Truth, and difplay his Glory.. Exert all your .
Powers, improve all your Talents, exercife all your Abilities, natural, ac- .
quir'd, and fupernatural. In purfuing your darling, your charming Theme, -
there will open to View, untarnith’d "Gloriesy inetfable Joys, Sabbaﬂ\gbf .

Reft, and Beatitudes too great for:the Tongue of Men and Angels to exprefs. | .

May the Holy Spirit {o-affit you in reporting, and others inhearing, as that '

You and they may joy and rejoice together, in the Prefence of our Lord
4 > ng 530’ . [ .

Jefus Chrift, avhis coming ;:to whog be Glory, -for eyerand ever .
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+ Lafly, ¥ thall now clofe, with an Addrefs to you thdt are to be Witneffes.
to the folemn Confecration foon to be attended. SV

. You will readily make the Conceflian, that it becoines him, who is now -
to be feparated to the Work of the Gofpel-Miniftry, to engage in it with -
awful Sentiments of the Nature and Importance of it ; this very Conceflion, . -
argues, that the Spectators of the Solemnity fhould -attend with correipondent -
Serioufnefs of Mind: : For that which eminently adds Weight to the Af=
fair,  is the Confequences hereof to the Souls of Men. ’Tis moft probable,
that the Report made by him, who is now to commence an authorized.
Preacher,~-- will be to forne immortal Souls, a Saviour of Life unto Life ;
to othérs.of Death unto Death eternal. The folemn Work before us, enters-
the eternal State.----

. You came hither at.this Time alfo, to heara Reportonce more, con-
cerning Fefus Chrifl.  From what you have heard, you are direéted, -how
to-make Choice of a Gofpel Minifter, when Divine Providence calleth you:
to aétin fuch an Election. Fefus Chrijt is the Sum and Subftance of a Gofpel- -
Minifter’s Report.--- . ‘

. You will eafily perceive, that we preach Chrift to you, not only when:
we preach about his:Nature, his Perfon, and his Offices ; but alfo, by de--
claring the whale Council of God, with a preper Reference to him. - ,

. You have heatd ’tis oar Work and: Bufinefs, to make a Report of Chrift:
toyou.” ‘The Theme is foglorious, the Tidings we bring to you fo éxcel-’
lent 'and important :* forely you will receive the fame with Joy and Grati-
tude ; jand: ¢/feesn Minifters of the Gofpel, very highly in Love for their Work's-
Sake; - Asiit isiwritten, How beautifud areths Feet of them that preach the Gof=-
peb-of Peace;” and bring. glad-Tidings. of good Things. * If any are othcrwife

" minded, let them remember “tis alfo written, He that beareth you, kearaihi

mey and: be that- difpifeth you, difpifeth me ; and be: that difpifeth me, dijpifeth
bimsthat font me. § : o :
‘ How much we need your Prayers, feeing our Work is fo arduous and-
difficule, as well as honourable and glorious | Finally, Brethren, pray for us. .
When -our Report is effeual to:faving Faith, give God the Glory; for.
’dis hethiat.makes it fo. . R -
. Letifuch as truly believe our Report, thankfully and. joyfully adore his~
Gracey and live to him, who has wrought Faith in thems | ’ '
How igreatly.does it concern us all, to be much in Prayer;. for. the-Influ--

ences ‘'of-the Holy Spirit; to accompany: the:Report Minifters-make of Fefus
Chrift; in as:much as Faith, and by Confequence, Salvatiordepends herc--
upon. You haveheard, and tisneedful you often hear, that moral Suafion

only will ot p:odu'ce‘fav’i;_i/g Faith ; the moft powerful and excellent Prea-
ching will' not-do. it, unlés the Influence of the Holy Spirit be aflociated”
therewith, What an admirable evangelical Preacher was Ifaiabh ; yet how .

he complains of the Unbelief of them that heard his Report, asin our Text.
What-a pathetical Preacher: was the Prophet Feremiah; yet how does he .
lament the U nfuccefsfulnefs of his Miniftry ! The Bellows is burnt, the Lead
is confumed of the Fire, the Founder melteth in vain.--- What a charming.
: s : ’ Preacher

7 Rom. X, 15. § Luke.x, 16. p
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Preacher-was the Prophet Ezcticl! Yet lo, he is only as a very lovely Song :
They hear. his Words, but will not do toem. Ta alcend higher,. what-a royal,
what an incomparable- Preacher vas the Divine. Redeemer! The Son of
(god preached the Do&rine of eternal Salvation by-himfelt: He was an Iti-
nerant Preacher, and preach’d the Gofpel to Multitudes: He was; abundant -
in Labours, full of Zeal, Courage and Prudence.: He fpake with a fuper-
human Light and Power ; never Afan fpake like him, fo that many- were!
aftonifbed at his Docirine : Yet what Complaints did he make of the Infidclity.
- and Hardnefs of the Hearts of tiiem who heard his Report'! The Confide~
~ ration of the Neceility of Divine Influences,. in order to make the Word
effc€tual-to faving Faith, in them that hear it,, fhould teach us to lie at the
Foot of Ged’s fovereign Grace, imploring the blefied Spiritto work Faith inus.
How deeply ought Sinners to be affelied with their Condition, under the:
reigning Power of Infidelity ! Did the Prophet [fziah fogreatly lament, and:
- that fo.long fince the Unbelicf of Sinners in. theferDays ? Do all faithful
Minifters of the Gofpel, (how difpaffionate foever their natural Temper,)-
and all the Godly not only apprehend juft Caufe of Grief, but -much lament:
the Infidelity of gnners, and their deplorable Condition, on Account here~
of? Oh, how ought Sinners to be affeéted, who, by their Infidelity, are un=:
der fo much Guilt, occafion fo much Grief, and are expofed every Moment”
te {0 great Mifery, as will be the Confequence thereof ! ,
. Is'it our Duty and Work, as Minifters of the Gofpel, to make Report-
of Chrift to you? *Tis then your indefpenfable Duty, as wellas In'tcrez'to;
believe- in Hinr. we report,.to the End. you may receive the Offer of;
Chriftinthe Gofpeli Ybu have'full Warrant, :and utmoft Encouragement:
ta:believe in-him 3 and ought to endeavour it.. God commands 'you. ta be-+-
lieve on the Name of. bis Son “Fefus Chrift 5 and he hath detlared, that whefo-
ever believetly in‘him; {Wall bave sverlafiing Life. You ought to endeavour’
to believe : The infinite Power of God in working Faith, and our ewn En«
deavours, are well confiftent together : *Tis God that. worketh in us to wil}
and to do of bis gcod Pleafure ;_thie:elore we fhouldwark out our own Salvation,
with Fear and Trembling.”. By Endeavours to believe, you acknowledge what
your Dutyis: You learn yourown Inability, fo neceffary a Leffon of Inftruc-
tion ; you-declare the Negeflity, of Dependence on' God to work Faith, fec-
ing in the Ufe of Means and Endeavours our God ufeth to come; Youw
hereby. profefs, to prize Faith and Salvation ;. and you will hereby be the:
better prepared to give-him the Glory, if he reveals his-Arm, and worketh,
Faith in you, SRR T
“Permit me then, to call upor you'to believethe Report of the Gofpel con--
cerning Fefus Chrift, ‘and to believe in him : *Tis of the laft: Importance’
that you believe. * If you believe not the Report of the Gofpel concerning”
Fefus Chrift, you will perifh inevitably, die incxcufably, be damn’d eter-
nally, moft aggravatedly. If you continue to reje& _'}E[us Chrifl, your Ruin
and Mifery forever, is fure and certaing ’tis againlt God’s Decree, to fave
Unbelicvers fo continuing: God hath * ftated the Method, wherein Le will
beftow Mercy, and never will recede from it; whoever believes on Chrift foall

bave everlafting Life. Without Faith in Chrift, there can(be no Salvation
; b

.
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by Chrift: There is no Mercy, no Salvation in God himfelf for Sirners, wichout
Faith in Chrift : - He that bclieveth not foall be damned. You wiil dié inexcufably ;
the grand Impediment of Faith, is intrinfical, it lies in your own Wills : The Im-
potency of a Sinner is his not willing: Ye will not come to Chrift that ye may
* have Life; ye-love Datknefs rader than Light. You will have none to blame at
the laft Day but yourfelves ; your Diitruttion is of yourizives ; you have no Cloke,
no Excufe for .your Sins. Your Damnation will be cternal: As the juft Demerit of
your Sin, it will be your unhappy Lot to die a living and immortal Death, under
the everlafling and infuppertable Curfe and Wrath of God : You will be punith’d
with everlafting Deftruction, from the Prefence of the Lord, and from the Glory
of his Power ; enwrapp'd in eaflefs, quenchlefs, and endlefs Flames of divine Ven-
eance, where the Smoke of your Torment will afcend for ever and ever. Your
Damnation will be moft aggravated ; it will be proportioned to your Sin and Guilt,
fo much increafed by Rebellion again®t evangelical Light. How amazingly great.is
your Sin and Guilt in rejeting Chrift ! You caft the utmoft Contempt upon the:

Wifdom, Love, Grace, and commanding Authority of God ; and deny to Jefus- -

Chrift, the Honour of his'mediatorial Office ; oppofe all Obedience to God ; con-
temn eternal Salvation, and a& contrary to your own immiortal Intereft; by ail
which your Iniquity abounds, and you are rendered obnoxious to, and continuing
in Unbelief, wiil fall under the forer Punifiments threatned in the Gofpel. Your
Obitinacy againft the Light of the Gofpel, and the Power " attending it, renders.
- Sodom’s Condition more tolerable than yeur Cafe, who reje@t the great Salvation -
offer’d in the Gofpel ; and for whom, fo continuing to do, isreferved Blacknefs of *
Darknefs for ever ; even this Heart-rending Accent upon your Mifery, that Light
came into the World, and ye loved Darknefs rather than Light. The only Way -
to efcape fuch Mifery, is to believe inthe Lord fefus. Chrift : ‘God hath promis’d
to fave thofe that believe on him. Though heavenly’ Glory is. great -beyond ali.
Conception, and you unworthy of it beyond Convi&tion : God will beftow it upon.
you, if you believe in his Son Fe/zs Chrift : He invites and urges you to come to~
Chrift. The Defign of the Gofpel is, to bring Sinners to Faith in Ch.riﬁ ;and to
this End is the Ordinance of the Miniftry appointed. As Minifters of the Gefpel,
we exhort and befecech you, by the Mercies of the living God ; by the dear and
glorious Name of our blefled Jefus; by the Riches of s Grace, and the incfii-
1hable Value of his Blood; by the eternal Joys of Heaven, and by the intzrmi- -
nable Torments of Hell ; even by the intolerable Weightof double Vesngeance and '
immortal Anguifh, to believe our Report concerning Fefus Chriff. How long fhall *
we lament and mourn your Unbelief? Belicve, and remove the Burden from our
Hearts ; turn our long continied Sorrows into endlefs Songsof Triumph: We
fhall have Occafion to rejoice withvyou, upon your believing ; Fefus Chriff will
greatly rejoice in the Day of Efpoufals : God himfelf will take Delight in it; Hell -
will repine ; but Heaven and Earth will rejoice. To add no more, hereupon you
will live in eternal Communion with Father, Son, and Holy. Spirit: For which
God, of his infinite Mercy, prepare us all, through Fefus Corift ; to whom be |
Glory and Dominion, World withaut End. AmeN and AmMEN:
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A DISCOURSE, &

Chriftian Bretbren and Friends,

BB 0r% N the Scrmon juft now deliver'd from this awful Defk, we have
g * HpPrélick  been entertaned, from the Word' of Ged, with many precicus
@] &G 'Truths, well adapted to- improve our Minds, and affeét our

L ©) 1 34 -Hearts, atfuch a Scafon as this.” And Duties of very great Im-:
g@@@@@ portance have been urged, both upon Minifters and People,
0rOp IS BHOMS  with an agreeable Pertinency and Pathos, fuited to the Solemnity-

before us : So that the Difcourfe we have heard at this Time, may
be confidered as a facred Prelude to the Ordination by and by to be attended, in- -
Cafe no Bar fhall appear to'be in the Way.- ST
- But, inafmuch as Ordinations to the Werk of the Gofiel Miniftry, are not fre-c-
quent in théfe Parts of the Country ; and, it may be prefumed, thatfew,.compara-
tively, even of this large Aflembly, have well ftudied the Point :- 1 conclude there-s
fore, that it will not be tho't improper nor unfeafonable,-and hope, not altogether
unprofitable, if I fhould introduce the folemn Tranfation -before ws, by openingt
the Nature of Ordination, with the Grounds and Reafcns of its Appendages ; and
then add fomething concerning the Right' and Poweér. of Ordination, pointing out
that Order of Men to whom it belongs, under the’Mew-Teflament. : g

In Purfuance of wliich-Purpofes, I would obferve, - that'the tree Minifters of thec
Lord Jefus Chrift,. are a facred Order ot Men, fépafated to the fpecial Service of:
God and his People, inthe Gofpel of his dear Son ; aecording to the Laws and
Orders of his Houfe, awhbich is 1he Church of the living God. + For it is undoubted-:
ly a Truth, That the Offide of the Gofpel Paftor, is as really a facred Inclosure.
under the Chriftian Difpenfition; asthe ‘Aaronical Priefthood was, under the Law;:
and doth not' lic open to thofe boldintruders,” who, in the enthufiaftick Heats of a: -
blind and intemperate. Zeal,. vainly and” prefumptuonfly imagine, that they havea
Call to the. W g:ﬁ of the Miniftty, from fome firong Impulfes or uncommon Impref-’
fions made upon their Mifids ; -which (confidering the Diforders and Exorbitances.
Men of this Sort of Spirit and Complexion runinto) are much more iikely to come.
from beneath than from above ; itvbeing certain, that no Man may take this Ho-
nour to himfelf, .but he that (in a- Senfe] f called of God'; as was Aaren: § And

Lo - o . - Ly e . . ] ) fO, )
F Heb.iii. 6. 1 Tim, iliJ15. - v ‘ o '

§ Heb. v. 4. Altho’ the Apoftle applics this Text, referred to akove, to oar?
bleffed Saviour’s being invéfted'with the Office of Mediator, as appears: ver: 5. and
has no fpecial or immediate Reference to the Ordination of Gofpel Minifters.: Yer,
if Jefus Chrift, "the great Minifter of -the- Sanctuary, and true Tabernacle, which:
God pitched and not Man,, (Heb. viii. z.) was {olemnly called, and intreduced into.
the Office of his Mediation, by God- the Father ; even in fome Senfe, as Aaron,
who was not only qualified 4nd fitted for the Office of the Priefthood, but confrcra.:
ted to the Dutics and Services of that Office, by a Compliance with thofe Ordinan-:
ces, and an Obfervation of thofe facred Rites, in that Cafe and. for that Purpofe
appointed by God to be obferved, under the Law, Exod. xxviii. xxix.-.-then, cer-
tainly, no Man riow, upon any Preténce ofan extraordinary Call, may venture up- =
on the Duties of the Paftoral Office, ‘undeér‘the Geofpel ; but even Perions doly quit-
Lified and reguiarly called, muft be feparated to thofe facred Services by Ordination,
according to Stripture Precedents, and Divine Inftitation; without which:they have
no Right to difcharge the Duties of that Oftice,
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{o, according 6 the Gofpel Conttitution,veniess v she. Dogr intg the Speeplold 5
“tor all thofe that ‘climh up-fome oshér Wag, are ThigvegandiRoklbiers. 1z )

This Door by which the true Minifters of Chwriit enter into the facred Inclofure,
is Ordination, performed according to the IDircétion of the Holy Scripture, by
thofe who are allowed of God, to be pit in 'Ivdft with the Gofpel, -and enjcined to
commit she fame to faithful Men, wha fhall be abic to teach others, § i this Way,
a Succeflion in the Gofpel Miniitry has been, and is kept up in the Chrittian Church 5.
-and will (no daubt) be continued to the End of the World 1| By migifterial Ordi--

-nation, of which you may take this Deferjption, in a few Wordsy as foflowptli; -
. That Ordination to the Work of the Goipel Minilliy, is the folémn Inaugbra-
‘tion, or Scriptural Introduion of a Wcll-qualiﬁcd'(}:andidute {or the Miniftry, into”
the publick Profefiion of that facred Calling, and regular Exercifeof thatmniniferial’
‘Pawer and Authority, which the Gofpel Paftor reccives from Jefus Chrift, the great
King, and fupr:ime Head of the Church ; to whom all Poiver in Heiven and Farth’
‘is given, by God the Father. * Sothat the Candidats, upon his Ordination, is in-’
veited with all the Powers of .a Gofpel-Minifter, according 0 the Conflitution of
-Chrift’s evangelical Kingdom in the World, Co L o

- This Power; in all the Bianches of, if, b'eihgI conveyed by 'Chrift’s Comriffion, ’
Ain the Gofpel, to all his Minifters, ecmes alone from him whom the "Father hath®
givento.be Fead over all Things to the Church; | and not frém Bau, no, nor’
.from amy Number or Order of Men -under Heaven, whetiié: King, Bithop, Pref-’
‘byter, or Laick. In this Senfg, every Gofpel Minifter may be faid tobe nof of Men,,
norby Man'; But, as Paul {ays, of himfelf, by Je/us Chvift ‘and God_ the Fatbery *
o raifedbim from the Dead. Gal. i, x. §. o o T
And yet, there is another Senfe in whichiall the ordingry Mitiifters of the Gofpc‘f
‘may be faid to be by Men ; inafmuch as their Inyeltiture (requifice:in brderté a re.’
gular Exercife of that Power which they recejve;from Jefus Cifl) isby Man, ing
their Ordination. Orie of the mot-folemn Tranfagtiens we arc concerned tith'in'
this prefent World! And accordingly, is is to0 begtcadsd 3nd foleinnized, with’
great Serioufuefs and Devotion, by, Faling; Prayer, and the'lafingon 6f Hands, !
Thes Pauland Barnabas were fcparated. to the Minily, ofthe Gentiles ' a3 St
Luke informs us, A8s xiii. 3. Aud wwhen they badifzfizd and prayed, and "Laid their
Hands on them, they fous them gway. . 0 . ¢ A

e

HE SN .

t Fobn.x. 1, 2. % 1 Thfoiiyg. 2z Fimy i 2. S v
N Mar. xxviii. 20.§ * Mat. xxvii. 18, Jobn F1: 350 '} Epb: Ii’ B
] Jefus Chrilt, as Mediator, being made Head over all Things to the Church,
by Delegation from the Father;~the-ordinary Mmjxﬁcf:r’s‘,‘of /Chsit derive all their
Powers from him, as really as the Apofiles did; tho™. théy cannot “exéreife thote,
Pawers in an orderly Way, as the Apoilles, did in taeir extraordinary ‘Charatter,
‘without Ordination by Men, -Butyet, as to the Soaree and Origiac of their Power,:
they are not-of Man, nor by Men. N R U D o
+ Altho’- the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy G]}oﬁ,”:i.nd'vaﬁ gm‘média’wfﬂf
from Heaven, were efieemed fufficient Qualiications, fo'juttify ‘fh’eAy‘?GMEs and
their Fellow Labourers, in performing all the Duiies of the mynifterial O :';é.“g.mbnfg

the Feavs and their Profelites : Yet; when the Genties were to be cilledl and arat

ted upon the. Fenwi/b Stock, the Holy Ghoft was, lgafed'-'tdl\gpgéuit\, a mediate Way,
of introducing God's Servants into the Office of, the Golpel Miniftry, by Ordination!
And as this was the-Ground and" Reafon,of  the Ordination of Pgul anid Barnsbas,
tho’ extraordinary Minifters- before ; {oitwas td be Eheﬂandm% Method of fepara-.
ting Men. to the, tacred Service of the Minifisy,, thro). all the fuccceding Ages of
the Church. R T oS [ PR
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As folemn Prayer, with Fafting, in this facred ‘Tranfaition, appears to beagree.
able to divine Inftitution, ithaving been praQifed in the Apoftolick and pureft Age
of Chritianity, fo it is hizhly reafonable ; in'as-much as thofe that are dovoted to
the important Services of the Goipel Miniftry, ‘need not enly thole divine Ixfluen.

" ces and Communications, which are.neceffary for Chriftians in a private Capacity,
-during their warfare State here below ; but thofe fpecial Aids of the Holy Ghoft,
and more plentiful Communications of Light, Life, Grace, and Power, requifite
to a faithful and fuccefsful Difcharge of the facred Truft committed to them, as
Minifters of Chrift, («) For the obtaining of which precious Bleflings; it is it we
fiould, upon fuch folemn Occafions, humbie ourfclves before God, and pray, with
Fagting. (4, o . T

: 'Im};goﬁc(iox)x,‘ or the laying on of Hands, is a facred Rité or ‘Cefemony, that Has
been ufed on various Occafions, and to diverfe Purpofes, in. Times pait.” Such as
the conferring the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghott; .(¢) and working mira=
culous Cures.” (4) Sometinies as a Token of an Execraiion or Curfe ; fuch wag
the Cafe of the Pricfls laying their Hands upon the Heads of the Bealts, that were

flain as Sin-Offering under the Law : () And yet, ‘moré frequently, asa Riteof .

Benedicion ; as might be fhewn in a Varigty of Inftances:  (f). Buy for the moft,
Part, it has been ufed as a facred Rite of Confecratiori; whereby the Perfon upon
whom Hands are impofed, is dedicated and devoted.to fome facred Funtion ; im-
mediately rclating ‘to the Service of God and his People. 'Thus BMofes laid his
Mands upon Fo/pua, when he fet him over the Congregation of Jf-ae/ ; then under
& Theocratical Government, and gavé him a Charge, Numb. xxvii. 23. And thus
(as has been already obferved) Pau/and Barrabai (though eéxtriordinary Minifters
before) were ordained to the Miniftry of the Gentiles, as Multitudés have becn’
Aince in thelike facred Form. ’ oo e
* Laying on of Hands in Ordination, feems to be defigned partly as'a Token of
the Candidate’s Confecration, or folemn Separation to the facred minifterial Func-’
. :tton ; and partly as.a facred Rite of Benediétion, pointing out the particular Perfon,
who, “in this{olemn Tranfation, is recammerded to'the divine Blefling, in Con-’
formity to ancient Patterns of this Kind, both under the Old-Teftament ‘and the”
Hew. Tnboth, the Minifters of Religion engaged in the Solemnities of an Ordi.
mation, obferve a divine Inftitution, and thereby exprefs “their "Dependance upon
God’s Prefence and Blefling, to fucceed the Perfon upan whom they lay their Hands,
in the great Work to which he is thus devoted. For which Purpafe, by folemn
Prayer, with Fafting, they offer up their Requefts to God, that he might be made
an able, faithful and fuccefsful Minifter of the New-Teftament, notof the Letter
bat of the Spirit ; (g) thereby recommending him to the Grace of God, ('5).that

by Help obtained from Heaven, he might fulfil the Miniftry he receives of the

Lord Jefus, to teflify the Gofpel of the Graceof God. [i) SR
- This facred Rite of laying on ‘of Hands in Ordination, tho’ it may -be look'd .
upon by fome, to be a Matter of little Weight and Confequence ; and, indeed, fet-"
tmg afide the Confideration of divine Inflitation, it is fmall, in comparifon .of the ,
cticr folemn A&s of Devotion, that go into the Conttitation of a regular and ferip-
taral Ordination : Yet, it cannot (as T ¢antcive) be negle&ed without Sin. For '

it is of fuch Importance, in the folemn Tranfattion, that the W hole of Ordinatian, .

is fometimes exprefs’d ‘by it ; ‘as may-be feen in St. Paul’s Cadtion 'to Tinotby, with’
Refpelt to the Perfons he fhould ordain, 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay Hands fuidenly. on xo

. . T " Man»
A2) 1 Tim i 31, viozo, (L) A2.xiv. 23. (c) viiil. 17. 18. 19, (d) Mark
vi.5. 47 xeviii, 8. (2) Exod. xxix. 10. () Gen. xlviii. 14, Mark %, i6. |
ey 2 Cor it 6. (b} d&. xiv, 25, (i) Celidv. 170 Ads sx. 24. 777 -
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‘Man :=.-And probably the Holy Spirit has feen fit to make Ufe of this facred Rite,
ay expreflive of the Whole of Ordination,  to put an Honour upon the Inftitution ;
‘and to add Force and Weight t6 it, as an Aét and Token of Office Power in the
Ordainers, B ‘
Thus much of the Nature of Ordination ; the Effence of which lies' principally.
in the Things I have mentioned. ' .
* “"But ther, as to the Appendages of Ordination, it may be added, That the Can-
didaté being thus folemnly feparated to the facred Funétion of the Gofpel Miniftry,
by F: aﬁing; Prayer,” and the laying on of Hands, is now to be confidered as one in-
vefted with 4ll the Powers of the Gofpel-Paftor and Teacher.” And, accordingly,
it is not only reafonable, but agresable to Scripture, that afolemn Charge fhould
be addrefled to him, in the Name of the Lord, - .
"The Work of the Miniftry is of vaft Weight and Importance ; the Difficalties,
Difcouragements and Temptations that Minifters meet with, in this arduous and,
difficalt Work, are many, very many, and very great: ‘And Minifters are Men of
like Paffions, Infirmities, and finful ImperfeQtions with other Men. § How expe-
dient then, and neceffary is it, that the great and important Duties of their facred
Calling, fhould be urged and inculcated upon them, by a folemn Charge, agree-
able to Scripture Precedents. Such as that of St. Pau/to Tinmotty, in his 2d Epift,
th Chap. at the Beginning : Which you may take as a Specimen, in thefe Words,
charge thee therefore, before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, awho fball judge botb’
1he Quick ard the Dead, at bis-appearing and bis Kingdom : Preach the Word, b,
MRant in Seafori, out of Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exbort, with all Long fuffering
and Doftrine. . . ' , o
“Confequent upon the Charge, ufually follows the Right Hand of Fellowthip, 1.
The Purport and Meaning of which (as I conceive) is this ; A publick Declaration”
ard' Acknowledgement of the minifterial Power and Authority of the Perfon or..
dained, as one regularly invefted with all the Office. Powers of the Gofpel-Paftor.
atid Teacher ; 'includi’ng in jt, an Admiffion into minifterial Fellowfhip and Com-
mbnion ; with an Engagenient of mutual Affiftance, both on the Part of the Or-
dainers, and on the Part of the Ordained, asthere fhall be Occafion, in the Ser-
vice of one common Lord,- and Advancement of one grand Intereft, even that of.
the'Redeemer’s Kingdom among” Men. For all the true Minifters of Chrift, are
Brethren and Companions, in the Labours and Tribulations of the Gofpel ; andin .
* the Kingdom and Patience of Jefus Chrift: || And accordingly fhould, with one’
Heart and with one Soul, purfue the important Defign of their facred Miffion,
“Now, whatever Diverfity of Pradice there may be, as to Form ; yet (asI humbly
conceive)' thefe Thingsincluded in the Right Hand_of Fellowfhip, may, without
. Impropriety;be exprefied in a fuitable Addrefs, dire€ted, efpecially and particularly
to the newly ordained Minifter; accompanied with a giving the Right Hand, asa
Token of fuch a Relation acknowledged, andfuch mutual Engagements ftipulated.
“This {I apprehend) was the Meaning of that friendly and fraternal Treatment,
which Paul and Barnabas met with from three of the Apoftles, after they were or-
dained to the Miniftry of the Gentiles ; of which St. Paa/ himfelf gives the fol-
lowing Account ; Gallii. 9. And awben Janies, Cephas ard John, avbo feemed to
be Pillars, perceived the Grace of God that avas given unto me, they gave to me and
' : ‘ : Barnabas
§ A2 xiv. 15, Gal. iv.13.i4." Fam.v.17. ;
:% Tho’ this Order has gene%ally,vobtained by Cuftom ,m humble Opi-
nion, there would be a greater Propriety in giving the Right Hand of Fellowthip
before the Charge. Forafimuch as the Candidate ordained, fhou!d be owned and
acknowledged to be'a Minifter of Chfift, beforc:a'Charge is addrefled to him as fuch,

§ Péilem. 7. Rew.ig. -

.
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Barnabas the Right Hands of Felloarsbip, that ave fould go anwto the Gentiles, and
they unto the Circumcifion.--- Accordingly, whatever Part of Chrift’s Vineyard his
Ambaffadors are employed in, whetker as fix'd Paftors, itinerant Minifters, they
ought to own, efteem, "and treat one another as Fellow-Labourers, § Fellow-Hel-
pers, * and Brethren beloved ; + and fhould be received by all the Churches of
Chrift, wherever they are called to labour, whether ftatedly or occafionally, as
Meflengers of God, || and Minifters of Chrift. §

- Futhermore, in-as-much as there are Duties of very great Importance, incumbent
upon a People towards their Paftor, and upon the Churches of Chrift, towards the
Minifters of Religion ; it is tho’t proper by many, that as a folemn Charge is given "
to the Minifter upon his Ordination ; {o a particular Exhortation fhould be addref-
fed unto the People, overand above what may have been oftered to thefe Purpofes
in the Ordination Sermon. And I perfuade “myfelf, that none will think fuch an
Exhortation unfuitable or unfeafonable upon an Ordination Day. '

. Thus I have given you fome Account of the Nature of Ordination, with its Ap~
pendages: The various Articles of which, you may fee exemplified, in the Ordina--
tjon before us. . :

I fhall now (with as much Brevity as is confiftent with any gcod Degree of Perfpi-
cuity and Evidence) fay fomething concerning the Office and Chara&ter of thofe’
that have a Right, atcording to the Gofpel Conflitution, to feparate others to the
facred Service of the evangelical Miniftry, by fuch an Ordination as I have deferi-
bed, or fLew who have Power from Chrift to ordain others to that facred Service.
And T hope youwill afford me an attentive Ear, with an unprejudiced Mind, while
T endavour to thew you how this important Point is fettled in the Holy Scriptures ;
which fhould be our dernier Refort in all Matters of religious Contoverfy : Thofe’
efiecia_lly, that relate to pofitive Inftitutions, which ought to be determined by a
Fbus Jaith the Lord, or what is equivalent thereunto ; and not by the Suffrage of’

" Antiquity, or Judgment of Men, be they of never fo great Fame. N

And here, being perfuaded that I have good Ground, not only from Reafon but

Scripture, Ifcruple not to affert and declare, negatively, ' o
* That the Right and Power of Ordination does not belong to'the Laity, fo called,’
by Way of Diftin@ion from the Clergy, who are invefted with the Powers of the

Gofpel Paftor and Teacher. For, altho’ Prayer be a moral Duty incumbent upon .
all Men, according to the Di€tates of the Light of Nature ; and exprefsly enjoined”
in Holy Scripture, upon thofe that enjoy the Light of divinc Revelation, even
félemn Prayer, with Fafting, upen fome fpecial Occafions : Yet, fuch folemn Prayer,’
with the Impofition of Hands ih Ordination, has fomething in it of pofitive Right;’
and is an A& and Exercife of Oflice-Power in the Church of Chrift : Confequently,
cannot belong to Laymen, who have neither Part nor Lot in this Office-Power.
All the Pleas therefore that have been or can be made in Favour of Lai-Ordination,
will net juftify thofe Laymen, nor clear them from a profane and prefsmptuous In-,
vafion of the minifterial Office, who venture upon the folemn Formalities of Ordi-
nation ; fince there is not fo much as one Precept or Precedent forit, in all the)
Seriptures of the New.-Teftament : Bat itis plair enough limitted to thofe that are
invefted with the Office of the Go@el-,l?aﬁdr, as one {pecial Article or Branch of
their Oftice-Power. (2) = ' I

§ Thef iii. 2. Philem. i. 24. * 2 Cor. viii. 23. t 2 Pet. iii. 15.
[l 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. " Mal. ii. 7. 1 1 Cor. iv. 1.

-(a) As Mofes was admonithed of God, when he was about to make the Taber- -
necle, to make all Things according to the Pattern fhewed to him in the Mount, *
Heb,viii. 5. compare Exod. xxv, 4. nothing was.left to his own Invention, nor’
to the Fancy of the Workmen, or to the People’s Humour: But the Will of God, .

was

-



{ 36 )

T go on therefore-to fhew you, pofitively, who the'Right and Power ‘of Ordina-
:tion does belong to ; or who are invefted with Power from Chrift to ordain othexjs
-to the facred Service of the Gofpel Miniftry. And

-was to be religionfly obferved.in every Article and Pun&ilio: So, undoubtedly, it
is the Duty ot the Gofpel Church, and her Minitters, exaély to obferve and firik-.
1y to adhere to all the Inftitations of Chrift made.known, either by himfelf or his
.infpired Apoftles, under the New-Teftament. All his Orders ‘'mult ‘be obferved,’
and Ordinances adminiftred according to his Appointment ; which'is to.be learned,
.€ither from Precepts or Examples, or both. That fnfiruftion of Chrift.to his Mini-
fters and Churches, Mat. xxviii. zo. to obferve dll Things whatfover he has com -’
.manded us, is of the fame Import withthat Admonition to Mofes,menticned above ;
and is folemnly enforced by thofe zawfil Words wherewith nor only the Book of
.St. Fobn’s Revelation, but the facred Canon of Holy Scripture is clofed, Rew. xxii.
18, -19. For Iteftity unto every Man that beareth the Words of the Prophecy of this
Book, if any Man fhall add unto thefe Things, God foall add unto ‘him the Plagues
.2hat are cwritten iri this Book. ' And if any Man fball take aviay from the Words of
the Book of this Prophecy, God./ball take away bis Partout of the Book ‘of Life, and
eut of the Holy City, and from th: Thixgs awkich are awritten in this Bosk.

Now it is certain, that Gofpel Churches, and the Office of Gofpel Minifters, as’

.well as the publick Ordinances they ‘adminitter, are Matters of Divine Inftitution ;
and tho’ in them the Dauties of natural Worthip are attended and performed, yet that
which relates to Modes, Orders and Ordinances; is principally, if not wholly,

Matter of pofitive Right ; being founded in, and fpringing from the fovereign -

Pleafure of the great Head and King of the Church.

This is the Cafe with Refpe& to Gofpel Minifters, whether ordinary or extraor- ’

.dinary ; they are Chrift's Afcenfion Gifts, Epb. iv. 8, 11, 12. God, by him,

hath fet them in the Church, 1 Cor. xii. 28. Now how fhoild we have known

-what Officers Chrift hath fet in his Church, had not he reveilzd it ? Or that any”
one, as well as another, might not have been a Teacher, contrary to that of the

Apoftle, ver. 29, 30. dre all Apofiles 2 Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers ? & c.

And then, tho’ Reafon may diftate fome Things, with Refpel to their neceflary -
Qualifications, as divine Revelation has more fully done : Yet, how fhould we

have known in what Way and Manner, and by whom, they are to be introduced

.into the facred Funétion, if the Mind of Chrift herein, was not, made known to us

in the New-Teftamient ? Surely we muft'have been at a Lofs. But as Mofes was
faithful to him that appointed him, in all his Houfe, -as a Servant, fo Chrift being
more fo, asa Son over his own Houfe, (Heb. iii. 2, 5,6.) hath given us fufficicnt

BireQion, not only as to the Manner of, but alfo, as to the Order of Men that are
to tranfaét this folemn Affair,

* And if we fhould examine all the Ordinations of which there is any Accaunt in
the New-Teftament, we fhall -find that they were performed by Gofpel Minifters, .
either ordinary or extraordinary, and,not the leaft Intimation ot one Layman con-
cerned in them as an Ordiiner. Even the firft Seven Deacons chefen by the .
Church were ordained by the Apoitles, #&.vi. 6. And they (the Apcftles) no
doubt, ordained many others to the Miniftry of the Word and Sacraments, 35c.

until the Church was furnithed with a fufficient Number of Minifters, to manage .

this Branch of the minifterial Office ; and then we find the ordinary Minifters of
the Gofpel, engaged in the folemn Work of Ordination, accarding to divine Di-
rection. -For thus St. Pau/, under the Infpiration of the Holy Ghott, writes to Time-
thy, as one allowed of God, to be put in Fiuft-with the Golpel; and direts him to -
commit thefame to faithful Men, whofhould be iible to teach others alfo, 2 Tim.ii 2.

: ' : compared .
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- And here, let it be.remembred, that the whole of Ordination is fometimes ex-
prefled by the facred Rite of laying on of Hands, as has been already obferved from
1 Zinm. v. 22. to which may beadded, Heb. vi. 2. = =~

Now the laying on of Hands in the folemn Bufinefs of Ordination, is exprefsly
Ipoken of,as belonging to, and an A& ofthe Prefbytery; as is plain in St. Paals
cantionary ‘Admonition to Timothy, with Refpe to his own Ordination, in thefe
Words, Neglet not the Gift which is in thee, avbich aas given thee by Propbecy,
awith the laying on’ of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; 1 Tim. iv. 14. Not a Word
kere, nor elfewheré in the Holy Bible, of the laying'on” of the Hands of Laity :-. -
No, nor of the laying on of the Hands of the Epifcopacy, or Confiftory of Bithops,
as fuperior to the Prefbyterian Order., . St.

compared, 1 Thef.i. 1. ii. 4. And he tells Tizas, that this was one End for which
he left him in Crete, to ordain Elders in every City, Tit. i. 5. or rather in every
Church.---- Now, whatNeed of this, if the Right and Power of Ordination is in
the Church, .or-belongs to Laymen. The Church mjght have ordained their own -
Miniftcrs, and there had been no Occafion of St. Pax/’s leaving Tétus at Crete tpon
this Account ; nor giving thofe Diretions to Timothy, which carry. in them’the
Farce.of a Precept being given by divine Infpiration.

* Moreover Paul and Barnabas, when deftined to the Miniftry of the Gentiles, tho®
extraordinary Minifters before, were ordained not by the Church at Aafioch, but
by the Miniiter; of that Church, according to the Dire@ion of the Holy Ghoft
A& xiii. 1, 2, 3. Now there avere in the Ci{ﬂb that was at Antioch, certain Pro-'

phets and Teachers.--- ds they minifired to ‘the Lord and fafted, the Holy Ghoft faid,

JSeparate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Work abereunto I have called them.  And
awhen they bad fafled and prayed, and laid their Hands on them, they fent them away.

Here is an exprefs Commiffion to thofe Prefbyters in the Church of Antioch, to or-

dain Barnabas and Saul, alias Paul, but not a Word to the Church or Laity : And
here is an Example of Prefbyters ordaining according to the Diretion of the Holy
Ghoft ; and confequently (as St. Pau/s Direétions and Orders to T imtz and Titus,
mentioned above) carrying with them  the Forcg of a Precept, is a fufficient War-
rant for the Minitters of the Gofpel, in every Age of the Chriftian' Church, to or-
dain others to the Work of the Miniftry, when duly called to it. But a plain impli-’
cit Difapprobation of Lai-Ordination, fince there is neither Precept nor Precident
for it in the New-Teftament ; nor fo much as the leaft Hint of any Layman’s being
concerned in any of the Ordinations, we have an Account of in the Gofpel, as an

Ordainer.

It was a celebrated Saying of Dr. Ufber, that Ordinis eff Ordinare: And T think
it is evident, from what has been faid, that it belongs to the minifterial Office, as
an infeparable Branch of it. And if we examine the principal Pleas made in Favour
of Lai-Ordination, and lay them in the Ballance againft what has been offered
above, we fhall find them to belight and trivial,

" If the Church’s Right of Election, be pleaded in Favour of Lai-Ordination,
againft what has been faid above, as it is by fome, who fay, If the Church or Peo-
ple have a Right to chufe their own Minifter, which is the Greater, then they have
a'Power toordain him which is the Leffer : I anfwer, '

Tho’ it be allowed that the Chyrch or People have a Right to chufe their own
Paftor, under proper Limitations ; fuch in particular, asfubmitting the Qualifica-
tions of the Candidate, to the Examination, Judgment, and Approbation of the
Pretbytery, or proper Minifters of Religion, who muft be allowed to be the moft
proper Judges: Yet, it is aMatter of Difpute, whether Ele&ion be, in every Refpest,
greater than Ordination ; I trow nc;ta.---But yet, allowing it to be fo, It wtihe not
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" ftrengthens the Doubt is this, that Jefus Chrift,.. who not only knew what the State
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. St. Paul, itis true; fpeaks of the Gift of God which was in Timotky, by the put-
ting on‘of his Hands. ‘His Words are thefe, Whersfore 1put thee in remembrance,.
that thou fir up the. Ggft.;f God awbhich is in thee, by the putting on of my Hands,
2 Tim, i. 6. If by the Gift of God here, be meant the Gift or Office of the Mini-
ftry, (which undoubtedly is the Gift fpoken of in the forecited Text) then either
Timothy was ordained twice, once by the Prefbytery, and another Time by St. Pau/,.
or elfe the Apoftle and the Prefbytery were united, and aéed ini concert in his Or-
dination, - But the former, i.e. Timothy’s being ordained twice, (I think) can, by

v

thence follow, that the Laity have a Right and Power to ordain, fince (a3 I have
fhown) this Work is peculiarly limitted to the Minifters-of the Gofpel, as belonging
to their Office-Power : And not the leaft Countenanee, either by Precept or Prece-
dent, given to Ordination by Laymen. So that the Comparifon between chufing

. and ordaining, little affects the prefent Argument.

- Ifany object againft what has been offered, and in Favour of Lai-Ordination.
fay, that in Cafe of Trefpaffes or Offences, we are direéted by Chrift, to deal with
an offénding Brother privately in the firft Place; and if the End of fraternal Admo-
nition is notanfwered by this Method, then to tell it unto the Church, Mat.xviii. 1 5,.
16, 17.---If be negleft to bear thee, tell it unto the Church.--- And from hence con -
¢lude the Authority of the Church or Laity, to be fo great, that they are invefted:
with the Power of Ordination. To fuch I would fay,

" Thatas there is a Diverfity of Opinions about the Quality of the Church here-
seationed ; fo it may be fomewhat difficult to determine who, or what Church ic-
is that Chrift refers to here.” If by the Church here be meant (as fomz would have -
it) only Certus Fidelium, or the Church diftinét from her Officers ; it cannot be fup-
pofed thiat there is any Thing more than a Power of Judgment allowed unto them ;.

furely not an Office-Power: For this would bea blending the Clerk and the Laick.

together ; and a confounding the Diftintion between Paftors and People, thofe that.
rule, and thofe that ought to bein Sybjection, who are plainly diftinguithed in 1 T4/
v. 12,13. Heb. xiii. 7,17 et alib%.-ﬁenc’e Ithink it is evident, that the Church-
to which Chrift refers here, is the Church to whom he has commitied the Keys,
and a Power of exercifing them ; and this cannot be meant of a Church without
her Officers : For the Keys both of Dotrine and Difcipline, are committed to the.
Church as organized, and fo capable of exercifing them, as is evident from Mas..
xviii. 18. or rather to the Minifters and Officers of the Church, fee Mar. xvi. 19.
And if this be the Cafe (as undoubtedly it is) the objected Text will be fo far from
favouring, that it will militate againft Lai-Ordination : For it is the Minitters and
not the People that are to exercife the Power of the Keys. As in other Inftances, .
fo in this of opening the Door, and introducing well-qualified Candidates into the |
facred Inclofure of the Gofpel Miniftry by Ordination. . )

But fome may further obje&, and plead the Neceflity of Lai-Ordination in fome.
Inftances ; as particularly, in the Cafe of a Number of Chriftians being caft on a
defolate Ifland, or providentially removed from the Reft of the Chriflian World, at
fuch a Diftance, that Ordination by Minifters cannot be obtained, tho’ they have
one among them otherwife qualified to be their Teacher. To which I anfwer,

" ThatI very much Queftion, whether any fuch Cafe ever has been or ever will be -
true in Fa&, of 2 Number of Chriftians, fo feparated from the Reft of the Chrittian.
World (in a Place where they might have the Liberty of attending the Ordinances
of Chriftianity) that Ordination by the Hands of Prefbyters, might not be cbtained.
in due Time, tho’ not fo foon as might be with'd. And that which very much

of
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no Means, be allowed as trae in Fa& ; for this plain Reafon, becaufe'a Peffon or-
dained once, according to the Golpel Conftitution, is, by Vistue of that Ordina-
tion, invefted with all the Powers of a Gofpel Minifter. It would therefore be ab-:
furd and unredfonable to repeat the Solemnity, if not wretched trifling, and an.
impious Profanation of the facred Ordinance, there being no Occafion for it. And
if the latter be admitted, as fome would have it, that the Apoftle and Prefbytery
were united, and alted in Conjun&ion in Timorky’s Ordination ;. then, fince we
find no Marks of Diftin&ion between the Apoftle’s Power, and the Power of the
Prefbytery in this Ordination, there is good Ground to conclude, that St. Paal
aé&ted in his ordinary Capacity, as a Prefbyter or Elder ; for fo the Apoftles, (and
St. Paul among the Reft) fometimes did, as might be made evident from fundry
Paffages in the A&s of the Apoftles. § It iy indeed evident, beyond Difpute, tt&mt

of the Chriftian Church in all its Branches, from its firftEretion, and of all theChil--
dren of God, even to the End of the World, would be, but was faithful in all his
Houfe asa Son ; has made no Provifion for any fuch Cafe. Butif fuch a Cafe is, or.
fhould be, (in my Humble Opinion) it is the Duty of a People, under fach Circum-
flances, to wait upon and worfhip God, infuch Duties of Religion as they may and
cught to attend without a Paftor, and not to profane a facred Inftitution, that they
might enjoy fpecial Ordinances ; which would be doing Evil that Good might.
come of it. - .
~ But then, there is another Cafe jn which fome plead a Sort .of Neceflity : It is.
this, There are not a few in the late tumultuous Seafons of Separation and Divi-
fion, who fay the ftanding Miniftry is corrupt, dead, formal, conformed to the
World, immioral, &Fc. And therefore, they muft come out from among them;, be.
feparate, and fet up the Miniftry among themfelves. 'Fo fuch as thofe would fay,
That Corruption in Principle, a dead Formality, Conformity to the World, and-
Immorality, are much to be lamented, in profefling Chriftians of a private Charac-'
ter; but much more fo in thofe that fuftain the {acred Chara&er of Gofpel Minifters..
And indeed, Herefy and grofs Immorality, wilj difqualify them for the facred-
Fun&ion ; and a Separation from them may be juftified, if they are not fufpended ;-
which ought to be done. But then, is this the Cafe of all? No, bleffed be God, there'’
is a goodly Number of orthodox, pious, zealous and judicious Minifters of Chrift in*
the Land, even in this corrupt Age. And it is very evident, that thofe who make-
this Plea, to juftify their finful Separations, and impious Invafions of the minifterfal
Office, not only run into fuch wild Extravigancies as are_a Reproach to Reafon
and haman Natare ; but fome of them into grofs Immoralities, And it eertainly
ccncerfis them, to confider how they fhall be able to account to the Judge of all, for
their upjuftifiable Separations, and unfcriptural Ordinations, when this Enquiry
fhall be'made, By what Authority doft thou thefe Things ? And who gave “thee:
this Authority ? ' " '
" § Asitis indifputibly evident, that the Apoftles, as Minifters of Chrift, fuftai.-
ned a two-fold Chara&ter, the onc extraordinary, which was that of an Apoftle
m the Scripture Senfe of that Office, and the other ordinary, namely, -that
of a Prefbyter or Elder ; fo it may be made fufficiently plain, by a Variety of In-
fances, that they a@ed in both thefe different Capacities, fometimes in the one,
and fometiries in the other. One or two Inftances in both Cafes may be mention-
ed here. The firft is that of St. Pezer, who, in the Cafe of Aranias and Sapphira,*
alting in the extraordinary Capacity of an Apoftle, under the immediate Direction.
of the-Holy Ghoft, difcovered their Sacrilegious Fa&, and wretched Falfhood,’
difcerned the Wickednefs of their Hearts, and, by the apoftotick Rod, ;punifired”

them
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they fuitained the Chara&er of Elders or Prefbyters : St. Peter, that eminent Apo-
ftle of the Circumcifion, exprefsly calling himfelf fo in his firft Epiftle, sth Chap.
at the Beginning ; and St. Jobn, -the favourite Difciple too, in his 2d and 3d Epif-
tles. And itismore than probable, that they frequently acted in-that Capacity.
And if this was the Cafe of St. Paw/ in Timothy’s Ordination, it was no ‘more than
a Prefbyterian Ordination : For tho’ St. Pax/was an Apoftle, yet his Hand, in the
fuppofed Cafe, is to be confidered as that of a Prefbyter. , ,

But the Gift of God, which Timothy received by the putting on of the Apoftle’s

Hands, was (as I humbly conceive) fomething diftiné: from his Ordination. I fay
quite diftin& from his Ordination ; which, according-to the Prophecies that went
before of him, || was performed by the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery. {
But he received the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, by the putting on of
the Apoftle’s Hands ; and this I conclude, is the Giftintended in the laft cited Text
to Timothy. + Andif this was the Cafe, (which is moft propable) then St. Puu/ had .
no Hand atall in Timothy’s Ordination, as an Ordainer. But the whole Solemnity,
was managed and performed.by the Prefbytery ; and fo (frictly fpcaking) -it was,
wholly a Prefbyterian Ordination. .

- And accordingly, all the Ordinations we have an Account of in the New-Tefta-
ment, wcre.perérmed by Prefbyters, or Men ating in that Charadter and Ca-
pacity. By-fuch were Paw/ and Barnabas ordained, tho’ extraordinary Minifters
before, as I have already obferved, 4&. xiii. r, 2, 3. § Andas fuch they ordained
others, 4&. xiv. 23. By fuch was Timothy ordained, as is abundantly evident from
‘what has been already faid. Sach were Timozhy and Titus, and as {uch they were
«direted to ordain others ; See 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit. 1. 5. .

Now

‘them with immediate Death, 4&. v. 1.---10. Of the fame Kind, tho’ different in
Degree, was the Punifhment inflited by St. Pau/ upon Elymas the Sorcerer, for
perverting the right Ways of the Lord, 4#. xiii. 8,---11. To which [ may add,
that the Apoftles a&ted in their extraordinary Charaéter, when they conferred the
miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghof, it being 2 Power and Honour peculiar to them,
AZ. viii. 14,----z1. But then, at 6ther Times, we find the Apoftles a&ing in their
ordinary Capacity, as Prefbyters. Thisis clear in that famous Synod or Council,
held at Ferwfalem, to decide the Controverfy that had rifen in the Church of
Antioch, concerning Circumcifion, and the Obfervation of the ceremonial Law :’
Of which we have an Account, 4&. xv. The Members of this Council, were the
Apoftles and Elders of the Church of Ferufalem,ver. 6. TheMatter of Controverfy
(itfeems) was largely debated in this Synod ; and to ripen Things for a Determi-
nation, we find fundry of the Apoftles, firft Peter, then Paul/ and Barnabas, after
that Fasmes, reafoning upon the Cafe, and after that giving their Judgment, ver.
Pymmnnn 29. Whereas, had they ated in their extraordinary Charater, they might,
as infallible Guides of the Church, have determined the Cafe by their apoftolick
Authority, under the immediate Direction of the Holy Ghoft ; and added fome

_extraordinary Confirmation of their Determination, if needful.

il 1 Tim. i. 18. It feems there had been Prophefies before of Timothy, that he
fhould be taken into the Miniftry, and prove eminent in the facred Calling ; and
for this Reafon, I conceive, the Gift of the Miniftry is faid to be given to him by
Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery. 1 1 Tim. iv. 14.
t 2 Tim.i. 6.

§ They were not Apoftles nor Diocefan Bifhops, but ftated Minifters in the
Church at Antioch, of equal Authority, tho’ fome, if not all of them, might be’
endued with extraordinary Gifts, in that Age of Miracles,

Py
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- Now, from thefe Scripture Precedents, without the Addition of any more, it is
‘evident, that the Right and Power of Ordination does belong to Prefbyters as fuch;
or to the ordindry ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel ;- fuch as are called Paftors and
Teachers, Epb. iv. 11, But moft frequently defcribed by the Chara&er of Pref-
byters or Elders; 1 and fometimes called Bithops : * For the fame Perfons that
are called Elders in one Place, are called Bifhops in another ; they being anly
-two diftin® Names or Charaéters for one and the fame Officer, in the Church of
Chrift ; as may befeen in 42. xx. ver. 17, compared with the 28th, Tir.i. §. .
withthe 7th, and elfewhere. + - v - i
" And thefe are the Officers to whom the Right and Power of Ordination does be-
long, as I obferv’d but juft now. C .
.gnd, indeed, it muft belong to them, or to none. For altho’ human and civil
Fonﬁitutions have multiplied, and made a great Diftinttion of Officers, withwhich
ome Churches are burdened, if not corrupted ; § and which the Holy Scriptures
know nothingof: Yet, bydivine Inftitution, there are no Officers in the New Tefta-
ment Church, invefted with the Powers of the Gofpel Paftor, fuperior ‘to Prefby-
ters or Elders ; -nor have there been any fince the apoftolick Age.  For the apofto- -
lick Ofiice expired with the Perfons of the Apoftles ; and they have no Succeflors
in their extraordinary Charafter, as Apoftles, but in their ordinary Capacity as
Prefbyters only. ' '
- This being a Point of no {mall Importance in the prefent Subje of Enquiry,
deferves fome particular Attention : And it might be argued, with a fatisfying De-
gree of Clearnefs, from the Way and Manner 1n which the Apofties were fent forth
ypon their extraordinary Ambafly, as Apoftles; there having been none from
that Time to this, that ever received the fame Miffion immediately from Chritt, in:
that extraordinary Way and Manner as the Apoftles did ; of which we have an:
Accountin Joba xx. 21, 22. ' L
. But left I offend by too great a Degree of Prolixity, I fhall wave this Argument
bare, and put the Evidence of the Point upon a Confideration of two extraordinary
R e RN sl . - coes Qxaliﬁcatious,»’

< 1o Tim v.r, 17, 19. AZ0xiv. 23, Xv. 6. v Pat.v. 1. et alibi. * Pilip, i, 1.
1 Tim. iii. 1, 2. . ) S . i
"+ As the Namesof Bithop ‘and Prefbyter are promifcaoufly ufed in the New
Teftament, as defcriptive of the Gofpel Paftor and Teacher, or the ordinary ftan-.
ding Minifters of Chrift 5 fo from an Identity of Names, may be argued an Identity
of Offices. Phus in 4&. xx. St.-Pai/ having fent to Epbefus, and called the Elders.
of that Charchto Miletas, where he then was, ver..r7. .gives them this Charge,
ver. 28, Take Heed therefore unto yourfelves, and to all the Flock. over avbich the
Holy Ghoff bath made you OverseErs (Bithops in the Original)- 4 feed the Church
of God, &Fc. From which it is evident, that the Government of the Church of Epbe-
Jus was committed to a Plurality of Elders, or Prefbytery, and not -to a fingle Per-
fon, or Diocefar Bithop ; and confequently, that Prefbyters have aPower of Ordina-
tion, fince the Powers of Ordination and Goverament go together. Yea, that they
have a Right by Scriptate to all-thofs Powers which Chrift has granted to any of
his ftanding Minifters, by what Charater foever they are defcribed. ) .

. And the Apofile having (in'7i2. i. 3, 6.7 laid down fome-of-the Qualifications of
the Elders, whom he left Titus to ordain in every City or Church st Crete, gives this
Recfon (ver. 7.) forinfifting on thofe Qualifications, For @ Bifbop muft be: blame-.
Iefs, as the Steward of God, &c. which would be no Reafon at all, unlefs the Apo-
file intended the fame Officer by the Bifhop; ver. 7. as he did by the Elders, ver. .
and invelicd with the fame Powers ; .both of Ordination and- Jurifdiftion, . "~
_ § Archbifhops, Diocefun Biliops, Deans, ‘Chapters;” Piebends, Archdeacons,
Parfons, Vicars, Curates, &ee = 78 =7 -+ b - o0




‘ (42 )
valifications, eflentially neceffary to conftitute an Apoftlé, inthe Scripture: Senfe -
of that Charaller ; which have long fince ceafed, and are not to be found among7
any Order of Men upon Earth. ' S
One of which Qualifications,. was a Sight of Jefus Chrift, with the Eyes of the -
Body after. his Refurretion: Not that all thofe who thus faw Chrift were Apoftles: **
No, they muft have an apoflolick. Miffion, with other effential Qualifications be- .
longing to an Apoftle. - But without this.none could be Apoftlés, in the true Serip-.
ture Senfe of that Charadter and Office. For one main Article of that Bufinefs, ,
which the Apoftles wete fent forth. upon, was. to be Witneffes of the Death and’,
Refurre@tion of Jefus Chrift. Important Fa&s, upon whick the Truth, the Hopes,..
and the Comforts of our. Holy Religion eminently depends!” Now it being requi-*
fite that Witneffes fhould be able to teftify to a Truth or Matter of ‘Fa&, from their. -
own perfonal Knowledge; it was. therefore one neceffary Qualification of an:
Apoftle, that he had feen Jefus after his Refurrection, that fo he might be 2 good:
Evidence of his having declared himfelf to be the Son.of God, with Power, by his'.
Refurrection from the Dead. ' v
Hence, when thg Vacancy in the Collége of the Apoftles, made by the Treafon.
of Fudas, + was to b filled up, _ it was required as a neceffary Qualification in the.
Perfon that fhould fupply it, that he was one who had accompanied with the Apof-:
tles, all the. Time that the Lord Jefus went in_and out among them ; beginning
from the Baptifim of Jobn, unto that fame Day that he was taken up from them ; .
that he might be a Witnefs with them of Chrift’s Refurrection: See 4#. i. 21, z2.’
Upon this Account, the Apoftle Pau/ had an extraordinary Vifion of Chiift, af-
ter his Refurretion ; not only in his Journey, to Damafius, || but when he was
caught .up into: the third Heaven, § where we may fuppofe”his Sight of Chrift,”
was more immediate and full. And he, as a Witnefs of Chrift’s Refurrection,
could fay; lattof all, He avas feen of me alfo, as _one born (i.e. to the. apoftolick .
Office) out of due Time, 1 Cor, xv. 8. And upon this Footing, challenged thofe that.
difputed his Apoftlethip, in fiich Language as this, Zn" I'not an Apofile.? Hawe T
not een Fefus Chrift-our Lord:? 1 Cor. ix. 1: - '
Thus much for the prefent, of the firf} extraordinary Qualification of an Apoftle,”.
in his peculiar and diftinguifthed Charatter. o P
Moteover, that-tlie Apofiles might: be enabled to produce.inconteftible Creden- -
tials of their extraordinary Miffion. and Authority ; angther pre-requifite Qualifi-
cation, was their being furnithed. with the extraordinary Giffs of the Holy Ghot,
that o they might have Power to. confirm the new and f{ublime Doglrines. they
thould preach, and the furprifing Fadls; thay. thould declare by miraculous Opera- .
tions and Effe@®s. ... . . | - . o
That Branch therefore of their Commifion, by which . they atted in their ex.
traordinary Charaéter, as Apoftles, feems to be the moft plainly and fuily expreffed, .
by our Lord Redeemer, in the forecited xxth of Foba, ver. 21. where, fpeaking
to the Apoftles, he faid, s the Father bath fent me, even fo fend 1 you. For it tol-
Tows, ver. 22. And awben be bad faid this, be breatbed.on them, and faid, receive ye.
2he Holy Ghoff. § Which muft be meant of the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, .
: : - ' " and

* Chrift was fegn after his Refurrection, by many that were not Apoftles, Maz.
xxviils 9. 1 Cor. xx.6. f Rom..i. 4. + A&. 1. 25. || 4&. ix. 3,---8. § 2 Cor. xix
14---7.- And as St. Pau/had an extraordinary Vifion of Chrift at both thofe Seafons,
fe he had an extraordinary Miffion.: See 4&. xxvi. 16, 17, 18. correfpondent to
that Fohn xx. 21, 22. . -

€ In the firicteft Senfe (fays Mr. Henry ‘} this is afpecial Commiffion to the

t

\poftles themfelves, and the firft Preachers of the' Gofpel; who (being endued wi}t“h
- N : . the
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and not of his fanifying Influences ; for they had received the Holy Ghot, as a
Spirit of Santtification before this : But now had a Specimen and Earneft of the
more plentiful Effufions of the Holy Ghoft, in his extraordinary Gifts and Powers
after Chrift’s Afcenfion.

Accordingly, we. find that they were not allowed to enter upon their extraor-
dinary Miniftry, until they had received thofe extraordinary Gifts, in a more plenti-
full and fuperabundant Meafure. Our Blefled Lord, therefore, (a little before his
Afcenfion) faid unto them, Behold I fend the Promife of my Fatber uponyou : But
tarry ye in the City of Jerufalem, until ye be endued with Poswer fromon bigh'; as
$t. Luke informs us in the xxivth, Chap. of his Gofpel, at the 4g9th Verfe. And
refering (I fuppofe) to the fame Time, in 4&.i. 4, 5. tells us, that He (Jefus being
affembled «with them (the Apoftles whom he had chofen) commanded them that they
Jbould not depart frem Jerufalem, but avait for the Promije of the Father, avbich,
Jaid be, ye bave beard of me. For, John truly éaftizea’ aith Water 3 but ye foall be
baptized with the boly Ghoft, mot many Days bence. * And then adds, ver. 8. 7e
Jball receivve Power, after the boly Ghaft is come upon you ; and ye fball be Witnefles
xnto me, both in Jerufalem, andin all Judea, and in Samaria, and unta the uttermoft
Part of the Earth.

In Obedience, therefore, to their divine Mafter’s Command, the Apoftles waited
in the City of Ferufalem, till the Day of Pentecoff.; and then entered upon their
publick Miniftry, as may be feen in the 4&s of the Apoftles + ; being plentifully
furnithed with the miraculous Gifts of the holy Ghof-; fuch as are enumerated by
St. Paulin 1 Cor. xii. 8; g, 10. For to one is giwen by the Spirit the Word of Wifdem ;
to anotber the Word-of Knoavledge by ths fame Spirit 5 to another Faith by the fame
Spirit 3 to another the Gifts of Healing by the fame Spirit ; to another the Working
of Miracles ; to another Prophecy 5 to amother the Difcerning of Spirits ; to another -
divers Kinds of Tongues ; to another the Interpretation of- Tongues.

*. . Thus, I have fet before you, two-of ‘the extraordinary, but yet effential Quali.
fications of an Apoftle (confidered -in-his proper and diftinguithing Chara&er) as
appears: from what has been -faid ; with -this View, to thow you that they, as
Apottles, have no Succeflors in the Chriftian Church ; but that their apoftolick
Office being extraordinary was temporary, and expired with their Perfons, as was
obferved betore. )

For, as it is not confiftent with'the Wifdom-of God, to continue .an extraordinary
Office in the Church of which there is no fpecial Occafion, fo it.is not agreeable to
the.good Pleafure.of God’s Willthat any Perfon fhould be employedin fuch an Of.
fice, orindéed in any other, inthe Church, who wants the effential Qualifications, .
refpectively: belonging - thereunto.: By Confequence there can be no juft Claim
made, by any, to a Succeflion in - the apoftolick Office, who are deflitute of thofe
extraordinary- but effential apoftolick Qualifications, that have been und:lr Confi-

eration

theextraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft) could diftinguith who were in the Gall .
of Bitternefs and Bond of Iniquity, and who were not. By Virtue of this Power,
Peter ftruck Ananias 2nd Sapphira dead, and Paul ftruck Elymas blind. )

* As the Promife of.she Mefliah’s coming in the Flefh, was the great Promife of
the Old Teftament : So the Promife of the holy Ghoft, in a greater Meafure of his
extraordinary aé well as fan&ifying Influences than had been known before, is
the great Promiféspf the New. And as the Spirit comes from the F a‘ther‘m' the .
Name anid by-thic Mediation. of the Son, fo Chrift had frequently put his Difciples
in Mind of this Blefiing as the Promife of the Fathex:, Fobn xiv. 12,16, 17, 26.
xv. 26. xvi. 7,.---14. therein refering to fuch Pronyqu of th,e Father as thofe,
s, xliv, 3. Foel ii.. 28,--30. confirmed by the PrediGtion.and I‘ef't.xmony of _‘70{:.::

Baptift with Reference to Chrift, Mat. iii. 11. and by St. Peter, 42. ii.33. % {ﬂ. i,
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“Beration, § whoeverthereforeputsin a Claim to fuch a Siccefion, is bat a Pretender;
-boafting” of a falfe Gift, like Clouds and Wind -without Rain, unle(s he can juftify
the Clam, by being able, with Truth, to declare, that he has feen Chrift fince

his Refurrection, as the Apoftles did;---that he has the Gift of Tongues; Healing;

working Miracles, {fc. But where are the Men that can juftify a Pretence to any

of thefe Extraordinaries ! Hence (I think) it appears evident, beyond any rational

Difpute, that a Succeflion to the Apoftles, in their extraordinary Charatter has

Jong fince ceafed ; or to fpeak more properly, there never was inReality any fuch
Succeflion, in an ordinary Way. q Lo ¥
But, altho’ the the Apottles have no Succeflors, in their extraordinary Chara&er,

-as Apoftles, yet all the true Minifters of Chrift are Succeflors to them in their
ordinary Capacity, as Prefbyters, or Gofpel Paftors. And, upon their Ordination

are inveited with the fame, yea, and all the Powers granted to the Apottles, as ordi..
nary- Minifters -of Chrift, by his Commiflion, in Ma¢. xxviii. which he introduces.

with - this Preface, ver. 18. A/ Poaver is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth,

And then follows the Commiflion, ver. 19,20. in thefe Words, Goye therefore and.

teach all Nations, baptixing them in the Name of the Fatber, and of theSon, and of
-the boly Ghoft : Teaching them to obferve all Things whatfoever Ihave commanded you.

I have had Occafion, more than once, to mention that divine Miffion, by Virtue
«of which the Apoftles afted in their extraordinary Charafter, as is recorded in

‘Tobn:

§ There was undoubtedly Occafion for thofe extraordinary Gitfts and miraculoas
Powers, wherewith the Apoftles and firft Minifters of Religion, under the Gofpel,
were furnithed in that Age; they being neceffary to quality and fit them for the
important Service of ereting and building up the Chriftian Church, . in the tender
Age and critical Period of an infant State, when violently oppofed by the united
Torce of Jeais and Pagans ; and the Mind of Chrift, with refpe to his Church
was pot, as yet, fully made known. Butwhen the Canon of Scripture was com-
pleated, the Do&rines of. the Gofpel fufficiently attefted by Miracles, and the.
Chriftian Religion eftablifhed in the World, there was no further need of continving
thofe extraotdinary Giftsand Powers.. It was therefore the Will of God, according
to the Ditates of his infinite Wifdom, to withdraw them. And as it is probable
that the faperior Authority, which the Apoftlesexercifed over other Minifters of

the Gofpel in their Day, was founded, it not wholly, yet more, in shofe extraor-.

dinary Gifts of Infallibiiity, difcerning Spirits, and other miraculovs Powers where-
with they were furnifhed, thanin any fpecial Superiority inherient in their Office,
or coming from any other Quarter ; fo thofe extraordinary Gifts ceafing, that
Superiority of Power ceafes too. ‘And it is a'vain Thing for any to pretend to a
Succeffion to the Apoftles, in their extraordinary Character, who are deftitute of
thofe extraordinary Gifts and Powers. ‘ :

€ Tcis'true Marthias did, ia a Senfe, fucceed Fudas in the Apoftolate, inafmuch-

as-he took Part of the Miniftry and Apoftlefhip, from which Fudas by Trenfgreffion
tell, 4. 1. 25. But then as Matthias was qualified to be 2 Witnefs of Chrift’s Refur-
re€tion, having accompanied with the Brethren and Apoftles all the Time that the
Lord Jefus went in and out among them, Ver. z1, 22. fo he was chofen by Ler,
{a divine Determination) and not ordained by the Impofition of Men’s Iiands, but
..by the holy Ghoft, as they all were not many|Days after, Ver. 23, 24, 26. compare
AA&. ii. 1,---.4. Thus the Number of the I'welve was made up ; as afterwards
Wwhen Fames, another of the Apc files was martyr'd, 44. ®ii. 2. Pawl wa$ made an
Apoftle, not by human, but divine Ordination, in a very extraordinary Way, of
which he gives us an Account, 4. xxvi. 13,---18, and therefore calls himf!
an Apoftle, nit of Men, neither by Mad)bur by Foful aud 'Gol the Father, avko raifid
Sir uthe Dead, Guloi 1. . - . D
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zoh:x. 21, .22. Which Miffion they received from our Lord Redeemer, the.
Night after his Refurre@ion. But the Commiffion jufk now recited, it feams, wae
given fome Time' after this, probably but: a' little before Chrift’s Afcenfion into -
geavea'-t, it being the Magna Charta-of all minifterial Power, in his Gofpel.
Charch, Iadeed, as itwas primarily given, and perfonally direted to the Apofiles,,
4o, there feems to be fomething in it peculiar to them, as they had the World: for
their Diocefs, and’all Nations committed to them as their Cure 1 : Whereas upon
the Introdué&ion and Settlement of Chriftanity in a:Couatry, or Land, it appears to
be agreeable to the Gofpel Conflitution, that particular Paftors: fhould be fet oven:
articular Churches therein: ere@led upon. the Gofpel Plaw, as their fpecial:
harge. * Neverthelefs, inafmuach as there are many Nations in -the World:
Strangers to the Gofpel;, and even in-Chriftian-Countries there may be, as there’
ate at this Day, many Churches and Congregations defitute of fixt Paftors, I can.
fee mo Inconfiftency with-the Gofpel Contflitution in ordaining Minifters at large, .
and" fending them forth to difciple Heathen Nations ; or to preach the Gofpel, -

+St. Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. §,--8. reckons.up five feveral Appearances of Chrift after
kiis Refurreftion, befides that to himfelf after his Afcenfion, Thefirftwas toCepbasor
Peter, thento the Twelve, called {0, tho’ Fwdas was no longer among them, becaufe -
this was.their firft' conftituted and ufoal Number : Then to five hundred Brethren.
atonce. Afier that he was feen of Fames fingly, and then of all.the Apottles to
whom he appeared more than dnce. Now it.is evident they received their extraor-
dinary Miflion, recordedin Jobs xx. 21, 22. the Night after Chrift's Refurre&tion,
Luke xxiv. 33,---36, compare Yabn xx. 19,5+-21. But I think it is more tham.
probable, that.the grand Commiffion in Ma¢. xwviii. 19, z0. was not given till:
fome Time after this: For it was given to' the Eleven together, Mar. xxviii..
16,~--20. But Themar was not ent, at the firft Interview, and when his
Brethren gave ‘him . an Account of his Appéarance to them the Night after his:
Refurrettion, he would not receive it for Truth, being under the Power of Unbelief,
as to the important Faé of Chrift’s Refurreftion, Fobs xx. 24, 25. And therefore;.
cight Days after this,'Chrift appearsto his Dikiplesagain, Thomasbeing with them;:
and gives him the moit fenfible Broofs. of his Refurrettion, ver. 26, 27. After this.
Interview,. Chrift difcdvered. himfelf: to Peser-and fundsy. other Apoftles at the Sea:
of Tiberias, Jobnxxi. 1, ----14, This was the third Time that Jefns thewed him-,
felf to his Difciples after that he was:rifen from the Dead, After this he appeared
to the whole Body of: his Difciples at the Mountain, where he had appoimem’m,
to meethim in Galilee, Mat. xxviii. 16. Mark xvi, 7. And, after this he met them,
feveral Times.at Yersfalem, and :difcourfed with them concerning the Affairs of
his Kingdom, #&. i. 1,-----8. And laft ofall, he was feen of them on Mount.
Oliwvet : But awbile they bebeld, be wwas takin up, and a bright Clond receivsed bim'
Yut of their Sight,. A8. 1. 9,---,12,: Luke xxiv. 50, 51. Now [ think there is good,
Ground to conclude, thatat fome of thefe laft Seafons of Chrift's Appearance, ang
converfing with his Difciples, a little, if not immedijately before his Afcenfion,,
he charged them with this grand Commiffion, which from hence appears to be the .
ftanding Bafis of all minifterial Power in-the Church ; whergas the former, in Fobs
. XX. 21, 22. was temporary and peculiar to the Apofiles. .. oL
- 1 But this has nothing in it pecaliar to_them; unlefs it be the Extenfivenefs of
their Charge, being fent through the World to predch the Gcii:pel.,to every Creatwre,,
Mark xvi.- 15. or to difciple all Nations, Mar. xxviii. 1. For in all* other Ref-
" pells, it belongs to all the ordinary ftanding Minifters,of Chriftin all the fucceflive
Ages of the'Church ; and there may be Cafes in which: the ordinary Minifters -of
the Gofpel bave a juf and loud Call ta.diftiple the ungofpelized Nations of the
Worlds  * Tiz. i. 5. e M S E
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‘. . -

even in a Chriftian Country, and do the Work of aﬁ Evangeliﬁ.} in fupplyi;ag .

deftitute Churches and Con tions, as there fhall be Occafion. For, emergent’
- Circumftances may be a juft Ground of varying from the general Rules of any -
Contftitution.: : : ‘ )
But whatever circumftantial Variations, in fuch like Matters of Liberty may be
made by chriftian and minifterial Prudence, which is profitable to dire& : Yet the’
Commiflion under Corfideration, being the grand Bafis of all minifterial Power
in theChurch, therefore as the Apottles did, fo allftheir Succeflors do receive théir
Office-Power and Authority from Chrift by this Grant ; as is apparent from the
FPromife annexed to this Commiffion, by our divine Mafter, in thefe Words, And-
Uo 1 am with you alwway, ewen unto the End of the World, Amen.* A plain Evidence
that this Commiffion was not given only to the Apoftles perfonally confidered ;
becaufe they are long fince dead. And therefore, fince (as I have fhown you)
they have no Succeflors in their extraordinary Charater, as Apoftles, it muft
belong to their Succeffors in their ordinary Capaci?' as Elders or Prefbyters ; that

s, to the ordinary ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel who receive their Oftice- |

FPower and Authority, from Chrift by this Commiffion.

" And indeed they muft receive their Power from Chrift by this Commiffion, or
by none at all ; for there is no other divine Conflitution in this Cafe provided by
him, who is the only fupream Head, King, Lord and Lawgiver of the Church.

Now if this, which 1s the only ftanding Commiflion, belongs to Prefbyters, or
the ordinary ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel (as it evidently does) then it muft
belong'to them in the full Extent of it, -unlefs Chrift has limited it, and given all
the Powers to fome, and Part only - to others. Bat no fuch Limitation or Divifion.
is to be found in the holy Scriptutes of the New-Teftament, wherein Chrift has

iven us the Pattern and Orders of his Houfe. And if Jefus Ch:ift, to whom all.’

ower is given in Heaven and in Earth, § has not made any fuch Limitation or
Divifion ofg the Powers granted in his Commiffion, then certainly no Man, or
Order of Men under Heaven have a Right to do it, unlefs Chrift has given them
this limiting and dividing Power, But no fuch Grant of a limiting apd dividing;
Power made to- any Man, orOrder of Men, is to be found in the holy Bible.,
Confequently all the ‘ordinary Powers granted by this Commiffion, muft belong to
Prefbyters, as fuch, "or to the ordinary ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel, invefted
with the paftoral Office. -~ = . = S .
- And accordingly, if every true Minifter of the Gofpel has all the Powers
ted by Chrift’s Commiffion to the Apoftles, confidered.in their. ordinary
Charadter as Prefbyters, then certainly they have the Power. of Ordination com-
mitted to them ; becaufe Ordination belongs to the minifterial Power, as aninfe-
parable Branch of it. - : . e L -
Andindeed they efther have -all the Powers granted by Chrift’s Commifion under

Confideration, or they have none of thofe Powers.' If the former, then they have, '

no Superiors under Chrift in the minifterial Office ; and fo cannot be exempted or
bared from exercifing any Part or Branch of the minifterial Pqwer. If the latter, then
they have no minifterial Authority at all, but only an empty Title, without the
leaft Branch or t‘[Z«:igree of Office-Power ; which is an Abfurdity that can by no,
Means be_admitted of. For a Commiffion. from the fupreme Head, or Source of.
Power, always derives Authority with it, peculiar to the Office wherewith any one
is invefted by it: Yea, all the Branches of Power belonging to that Office. §
: o .  Therefore,

. §2Tim. iv. 5. * Mar. xxviii. 20. § Ver. 18,
|| As itisevident beyond any rational Controverfy, that Prefbyters receive their
minifterial Power from Chrift by that Commiffion, Mat; xxviii. 19, zo. given pr i-
. : . } marily
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Therefore, either Prefbyters have no Power to baptize and admiaifter the Lord’s
Sapper, or they have Power to ordain. For as the Power of an Officer is derived
from the proper Source of Power, by that Commiffion which impowers him to dif-
charge the Duties of his Office, anc{ can tome in no other Way, nor from any other -

uarter ; fo the Powers granted, by Chrift’s Commiffion, to all the true Minifters
of the Gofpel, are full, undivided, and may not be curtail’d or abridged.

- Hear then theConclufion ofthe wholeMaxter : If Prefbyters,or the ftanding ordi
Minifters of the Gofpel, have not a Right and Pewer to ordain others to the Wor
of the Miniftry, none have : For as there is no ftanding Order of Minifters in the
Church of Chrift, fuperior to Prefbyters by divine Inftitution ; fo there is but one
undivided Commiflion, by which all the Minifters of the Gofpel are impowered ta
a& in the Difcharge of their Office. And if none have Power to ordain, (which ap.
pears to be the Confequence of denying this Power to Prefbyters) then the Miniftry
of Recouciliation muft fink and ceafe under the New Teftament : Nay, it would
long fince, have terminated and come to an.End. But as it has been continued thro®
pait Ages, ever fince the Death of the Apoftles, and their immediate Succeflors, by
a Succeffion to them, not in their Apoftolick but Prefbyterian” Chara&ter ; fo the
i}:at Head of the Church, (‘wbe bolds the Stars in bis Right Hand, and walks in the

dft of bis golden Candleflicks, § ) has aflured us that it fhall continue to the End

of the World. + .

And therefore, as we are perfuaded, on the one Hand, byfuch Reafons as have
been afligned, that the Right and Power of Ordination does not belongto Laymen ;
{o on the other, we are fatisfied by fuch Scripture Arguments as have been offered,
that we, who as Prefbyters have the facred Truft of the Gofpel Miniftry committed
to us, are invefted with a Right ; and when duly called to that {olemn Service, are .
in Duty bound to commit the fame, by Ordination, to faithful Men, who fhall be
able to teach others alfo.  And may in this, as well as other Inftances of our Mi.
niftrations, rely upon that gracious Word of Promife , upon which our divine Ma-

-fter has caufed his Servants to hope : + Lo Jam awith you alway, even snto the
End of the World, Amex. § - o , :

- Accordingly a Number of us, fuftaining the facred Charater, being called to
attend the Solemnities of an Ordination this Day, we (with a Dependance upon the

acious Prefence of the glorious Head of the Church) purpofe to proceed to that

_{olemn Service, in cafe no Barr fhall appear to be in the Way, when the proper pub-
lick Preliminaries fhall have been attended. ’ N. B,

marily to the Apofties, confidered principally in their ordinary Character of Pref-
byters ;---a Characer they feem to take Pleafure in diftinguifhing themfelves by, as
tho’ it were on purpofe to anticipate all Pretences to Preheminence among the Mi-
nifters of the Gofpel, by Virtue of a Succeflionto them : So there is nothing more
evident, than that the fame Commiffion muft give the fame Powers to "all that are
truly authorized by it ; and confequently, that both the Apoftles, in their ordinary
Capacity, and all other Gofpel Paftors, muft be, in all Refpeéts, co-ordinate ; and
a'l of them vefted with all and the fame Powers, fince they are all of them autho-

rized by the very fame'‘Commiffion, if they have any Power at all, as Minifters of

Chrift, . .
I cannot therefore fee how a Subordination, as to Order and an Imparity of
Power, among thofe invefted with the Office of the Gofpel Paftor, can be eftablifhed
upon any Scripture Foundation, or defended by any plaufible Arguments, from the
New-Teftament. I think our blefled Saviour condemns it, Luk. xxii. 25, 26, 27.
And it feems to be derived rather from the Spirit of Dsotrephes, than from the In.
fructions of Chrift or his Apoftles, -
. § Rew.ii 1. t+:Mar. xxviii. z0. : ’ . .
T T i 4. 2Tim B, 2 1 P/l cxIx. 49. § Mat, xxviil.'33¢ & |
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S WB5 Priminasies beving brenw attonded, and ma Bare W » z. ¥
£5¢ Way, vbe Ordination was then: #kmnzed b Prayer, awith the Iaymg on of t;b
 Héadiof the Prgﬂm s ufual. -Day kmfordcrd te-be hept as a Day y'w.
&gxw Fpﬁmg.

THE

CHARGE

. Givey T0

;'I%eRw. BENJ’AMIN TALLMADGE,

- - e~ -

Uronmc Ll

. : .2

ORDINATIGM

Dear Bko'rnm,, o

AP S Pawl and Barnabiss, when cailed to the meﬁry of the Gentﬂes, were "
A % bythePrefbyters. in the Church of Antioch, feparated to that fpecial.
4F Servjoe, by Fafting; Prayer, and the«laymg on of Hands, tho’extra-.
#@-@-ﬁ- ordinary Minifters before ; and ‘T imothy, » Perfon of carly Piety, and’
& young Miniftér of eminent Zeal in the Caufe of Chrift, according
‘to the Prophecies which went before of him; received the Gift and Office of the,
meﬁry, by the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery : So with the like Solem...
nities of Devetion, you haveatahis Time, been eiarated to the fpecial Service of
. God and his People, in the Gofpel of lns dear Son,_by.the laying on of the Hands;
of this Prefbytery. And beingmow regularly maoduced into the facred Inclofure of
the Gofpcl Miniftry, and invefted with all the Office-Powers and Authority.of the:
Gofpel Paftor and Teacher, ws are, in the next Place,  to'addrefs a folemn Charge:
'to you, in.the Name of the' Lord.. Aud furely, it concernsyou to attend to it, not:
4s & formal Addefs from a Number of our Fellow-Servants, frail finful:Men! buu
as the Cuarce of the Great God, his Son Jefas Chrift:our Lord. ’
For, as God the Father is the Fountam of all Dominion.and Power, fo he hath
-feen fit to put the Scepter of univerfal Government into the Hands of his dearSon; '
confidedre as God-Man, or Mediator ; and to- conﬁmwe, make, and ordain hinr:
‘Head over all Things to the Church. Hence, although it-is by.ug that:you have.
been introduced into the Miniftry at this Time, and you now have the Difpenfation-
of the glorioys Gofpel, as a facred Depofitum, comimiitted to!your Truft, by Virtue
of your Inauguration, which we have folemnly attended, according to0 Scripturel
Precedents,and divine Inftitution : Yet, your minifterial Power and Authority 18 not
from us, but from him, to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given, and all
Judgment committed by God the Father.: And he being both Lord and Chrift, to.
him you muft, ¢'er it be long, gnve an Account of your tewardfhip.
_ Ta&c
. &
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. Take Heed therefore yato the Miniftry which yow have received in the Lord, to
fulfd it; remembring that folemn Admonition of our bleffed Lord and divine Ma-
fer, recorded in the Gofpel ; and now fpeaking to you in fuch Language as this,
éVn Man baving put bis Hand to the Plough, and gmh'ng back is it for the Kingdom of

od. ) i

The Work which you have now undertaken, isnot only a good, but an exceed-

ing great Work; it being even of infinite Moment and Confequence. For the Care
not of the mortal Bodies, and temporal Interefts of dying Men, but that of their
greciom and immortal Souls, with Reference to a never-ending Eternity, is now

evolved upon you. And, O'l with what Weight fhould this bear upon your Mind,
and abide upon your Confcience ! o

And, as your Work is great, fo your Charge is very extenfive, being invefted

With a Power to exercife the Gift which is in you, and which has been given you,
by the Laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery, wherefoever you fhall be regu-
larly called toit, As a Token of which, I now put into your Hands, this blefled
Book, the haly Bible, * containing not only facred Hiftories, Prophecies and Types;
but Chrift's Commiffion to his Minifters, the Charter of the Churches Privi{el;es;
and her Laws of Government ; the Dorines of Faith once delivergd to she Sain
the {acred Rites of inftituted Worfhip, and the moft excellent Syflem of Chriftian
Morality : Which, according to their Nature, Quality and Degree of Importance,
and your own and People’s correfpondent State and Circumflances, muft be the
l(l_:lail:l S&lbje&s of your Preaching, and Rules of your chriftian and minifterial

ondudt. . : : '
~ But although your Charge is very extenfive, and your Miniftry not confined tq
this Place, yet your ftated Labours (at leaft for the Prefent) are limited to the
fpecial Service of the Prefbyterian Church and Congregation of the Lord, in this
‘Town of Brook-Hawen ; the Souls of which we commit to your fpecial Paforal
Watch, Over-fight, and Charge, fo long as it fhall appear to be for the Glory of
God, and the Good of his Church, to continue you in the Miniftry here : And
{uch Provifion for your Subfiftance as to Temporals, fhall be made, as to render
you capable of attending upon the Lord, in your great Work, without Diftradtion
from worldly Cares and Avocations. '
. And 2s you watch for Souls, as one that muft give an Account, fo remembef
that the Soul of the meaneft and moft contemptibleSlave, is of more value than all
the material and vifible World. ' s
. How dreadful an Account then will you have to give in the great Audit. Day,
if any fhould perih through your carelefs Negle&, or allow’d Mifcandué 5 the Guilt
of the Blood of Souls being laid to your Charge ! And you expofed at the tremen-
dous Barr of the incarnate God, and univerfal Judge, to that awful Reprimand,
Thou nwicked and flothful Serwant | What can be expeéted, under fuch dreadful
Circumftances of crimfon Guilt, but the amazing Execution of that Soul-rending
Sentence, Caff ye the unprofitable Serqjant into onter Darknefs, there fball be weeping
wnd goafbing of Teeth! o '
" But on the other Hand, how comfortable, how refrefhing and joyful will your
Account be, if, as a faithful Servant and wife Steward, you improve all your
Talents to the beft Purpofes ; and give to every one their Portjorr of Meat, in due
Seafon ? Surely, blefled fhall that Servant be, whom his Lord, when he cometh
fhall find fo doing : For he fhall find Acceptance, and be favoured with the Appro-
bation of his blefled Mafler, -in fuch Language of Love and divine Grace as this,
Well doxe good and faithful Servanty enter thow into the Joy of thy Lord.

; . , Have
_ ® Tbe Bible deliwered io the Candidate wréddined, &s. N -
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Have you then any due Senfe of the Weight, and vaff Importance of your greas
Work ; any Regard to the Honour of Chrift, who has commitred unto you the -
Miniftry of Reconciliation ; any Compaflion for the Souls of perithing Sinners,.
- and Defire of the Edification of Saints; any Dread of the Wrath of the Lamb, and
Defire of appearing with Comfort at the awful Barr of your great Judge, where-
your Fidelity in the Miniftry will have a mott ftri& and impartial Trial, before an
affembled Woild of Angels and Men ! It certainly concerns you to addrefs yourfelf
to your folemn Work with great Serioufiiefs, and to purfue it with the clofeft Ap-
%lisation, aflidious Labours, ardent Zeal, unwearied Dilligence. and. inviolable .

idelity.. - o o : D
- As, therefore, our Hearts Defire, and Prayer to God, for you has been, is, and
(by divine Grace) fhall be this, That you might come:to the Churches of Clirift,
and to perithing Sinners, wherever you fhall be. called to labour:;-amd in particu-
lar, to this Church and Congregation of the Lord; in.the Fulnefs of the Blefling
of the Gofpel of Chrift :- So letit be your conftant Study and'Endeavour, (as an In-
ftrument in God’s Hand) to impart to them fpiritual Gifts, to the End they may
be eftablithed.  And in all Things, behave yourfelf in' the Houfe of God, as be-
tometh a Minifter.of Chrift, and faithful Steward of the Myfteries of God. '

Take Heed therefore, take Heed unto- yourfelf, and to all the Flock over whicH.
the Holy Ghoft hath made youan Overfeer, to feed the Church of God; which ke.
hath purchafed with his own Blood ; taking the Overfight thereof, not by Con-
ftraint, but willingly ; not for- filthy Lucre, bat of a ready Mind ; not lording it
over God’s Heritage, as.though you had a Dominion over. their Faith, but as be-
ing an Enfample unto the Flock, and an Helper of their Joy. '

And fince NPeceﬂity is now laid uponyou woe unto you, if you- do- not preach
the Gofpel ; a Difpenfation thereof heing committed unto you. - And look to it;-
that the Gofpel you difpenfe, be the pure Gofpel of Chrift: Not adulterated by.
Philofophy and vain Deceit, the carnal Reafonings, and unfcriptural Impofitions of
Men of cornipt Minds, who teach for Dolrines the Commendments of Men ;
which Things may have a Shew of Wifdom in Will-Worthip, though vainin the
Sight of Goi But [et it be the fincere Milk of the Word, and the pure. fpiritual
Food of divine Ordinances, that Men may grow thereby. : o .

We charge you therefore, before God and'the Lord Jefus Chrift, wha thall judge
Both the Quick and the Dead, at his appearing and hisKingdom, preach the Word,
be inflantin $eafon, out of Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long-fuffering
and Doétrine’; negle@ not the Gift which is in'you, and which has been given to.
you by folemn Prayer, with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; bur
give Attendance to Reading, to Exhortdtion, to DoGtrine: Meditate apon’ thefe
Things ; give thyfelf wholly to them, that'thy Profiting may appear to all.-..Hold'
faft the faithful Word as you have been taught, even that Form of {found Words
which you have learned from the Holy Scriptures, in Faith and Love, which is.
in Chrift Jefus : That you may be a ‘Teacher of others in Faith and Verity ; and
be able, by found Doétrire, both to. exhort and convince. the Gainfayers. -And let
the Doctrine you preach be always wholefome Words; agreeable to the Words
of our Lord Jefus ph'riﬁ, and the Doétrine which is according to Godlinefs ; there-
in fhewing Uncorruptnefs, Gravity, Sihcerity, -found: Speech that cannot be con.-
demned, that he that is of the contrary Part. may be afltamed,, having no Evil
fo fay of you. C '
* And being allowed.of God to be put in- Truft: with the Gofpel, fo fpeak not as

leafing the vain Fancies and carnal Humoars of Men, but God, who fearcheth the
%ieaﬂ: and tricth the Reins. Ufe not flattering Words, nor a Cloak of Covetoufnefs;

: ’ : ' neither.
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neither fiun to declare to them the whole -Counfel of God. Xecp bagk nothing
from them that may be profitable to them ; butteach them publickly, and from
Houfe to Houfe, (as there fhall be Occafion,.and you fhall be able) teftifying unto
. all, Repentance toward God, and Faith to our Lord Jefus Chrift. And let your Ex~
hortations be not of Deceit, nor of Uncleannefs, nor in Guile. Indure Hardnefs as.
a good Soldier of Jefus Chrift, and keep yourfelf pure from the Blood ofall Men. ;
Study to thew thyfelf approved unto God, a Workman that needeth not to be
afhamed, - rightly dividing the Word of Truth ; and as a faithful and wife Steward,
give-to every One tlieir Portion of Mcat in due Seafon. . : :
-+ Be wife even as a Serpent, but harmlefs as a Dove: And labour with all poffible
Prudence and Fidelity, to make a Diftinction between the Clean and the Unclean,
the Precious and the Vile. Give not that which is holy unto Dogs, neither catyour.
Pearls before Swine: But let the Members of Chrift's Family, who are of Age, and”
have their Senfes exercifed to difcern fpiritual Things, be fed and feafted with that
Bread and that Cup which is the Communion of the Body and Blood of our deat
Lord. And be not only ready to- baptize adult Perfons, who have lived without
that Seal of the Righteoufnefs of Faith, upon their making a fuitable Profeflion of
Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jefus Chritt; bat let the
Lambs of his Flock be folemnly wathed in the Laver of Chriftian Baptifm, as is fit :
And then, as becomes a Paftor of Chrift’s Flock,. take Carc that they be trained up,
as the Difciples of the compagionate Shepherd of Ifrac/, who gathers the Lambs
with his Arms, carries them in his Bofom, and gently leads thofe that are with
Young. If thou loveit Chrift, feed his Sheep, and if thou loveft Chrift feed his
"Lambs. And for this Purpofe, Prccept muft be upon Precept, Precept upon Pre-
cept, Line-upon.Line, Line upon Linc; here a little, and. there a little P that thou
mayeft teach them Knowledge, and make them to underftand Doétrine, who are
weaned from the Milk, and drawn from the Breafts, . .
Be bold, even as a Lion, in the Caufe-of God; though meek as a Lamb in
yourown: And labour with an holy Fortitude and unfhaken Refolusion, as becomes
an Embafladour of the King of Kings; to maintain the Honour of Chtift's Autho-
rity, as the great Lawgiver of the Church, by a regular Government of his Houfe,
which is the Church of the living God : For unto you are committed the Keys not
ouly of Doétrine but of Difcipiine. Whatfoever therefore you thall bind on Earth
(according to the Laws of Chrift's Kingdom) fhall be, bound in Heaven; and
whatfoever you fhall loofe on. Earth (by the fame Rules) fhall be loofed in Heaven.
But take Heed and ufe this Power, which is given.you for Edification and not for
Deftru@ion. . - . . )
Warn the Unruly, that they "tirn from ‘their evil. Ways and live. Comfort the
Feeble-minded ; {upport the Weak : Be patient towards all Men ; in Meeknefs
inftrufting thofe that oppofe themfelves ; if God, peradventure, will give them
Repentance, to the:acknowledging of the Truth, that they may recover themfelves
out of the Snare of the Devil, who are taken, Captive by him at his Will. On fome
have Compaftion, making a Difference, (according to their Tempers and Circum,
flances.) Others {aye with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire, Them that fin be:
fere all, rebuke before all, that others alfo may. hear and fear, and do no more
fo wickedly. And thofe.that duly exprefs and evidence their Repentance, reftore in-
the Spirit of Meeknefs : Let that which is lame be turned out of the Way, . .
We charge you before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the elect Angels,
that you obferve thefc Things, without preferring onc before another, doing no-
thing by Partiality. . R
. U Give
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U Give'yourlelf alfo comtinually to Prayer, aswell as to the Miniftry of the Word
-and Ordmances of the Lord’s Houfe ; confidering your own Infufficiency, not being
4ble of yourfelf to think any Thing that is good as of yourfelf, much lefs to per-
form the great Daties of the evangelical Miniftry : ‘But your Sufficierey is of God,
who can make you able Minifter of the NewTeftament, not of the Leiter, but of the
Spirit. As it is good and-acceptable “in the Sight of Geod our Saviour, that Suppli,
¢ations, Prayers, arid Interceflions {hould be made for all Mea, fo it is your Doty
and Intereft to be much in Prayer, efpecially for the ‘Church of God ; that ‘hia
Kingdom might come, and that you yourfelf might ‘be'made an happy Infiryment
-of promoting the Intereft not only of his vifible, butefpecially of his {piritnal King-
‘dom among Men. Pray therefore for yourfelf, and pray for the Flock : Pray ovet
“your Studies, and pray over your Labours ; remembring that Succefs depends in-
tirely upon the divine Bleffing. For, neither is he that planteth any Thing, nor he
that watereth, but God that giveth the Increafe. For he that planteth, and he_that
‘watereth art one ; and every Man fhall receive his own. Reward, according. to his
8wn Labour. How full theh will your Joy be, and how bright and weighty your
‘€rown of Rejoicing, in the Prefence of the Lord Jefus at his coming, if being found
faithful, ‘you fhall alfo be fuccefsful in winning Souls to Chrift ? But if you meke
full Proof of your-Miniftry, waiting upon God by fervent perfevering Prayer for
Succefs, though you fhould labour in vain, and fpend your Strength for nought ;
et furely your Judgment fhall be with the Lord, and your Work with your God.
ea, though /frae/ thould not be gathered, yet, ifin Chrift, thou fhall be glorious
“‘in the Eyes of the Lord, and thy God fhall be thy Strength. .
* ‘But be admonifhed and quickened to take Heed unto yourfelf, as well 215 t3
‘your Do&trine and the Duties of your Miniftry. And whilft you teach -others, neg-
Je& not to teach and be inftructed yourfelf. Content not yourfelf with Probabilities
and Hopes, but make fure of a vital Union to Jefus Chrift, the glorous Head of all
divine and faving Influences ; that you may be able, with an holy, humble Confis
-dence, to fay of yourfelf, as St. Pau/ once did of himfelf, 1 kweaw a Man in Chrifiz
For how dreadful will the Cafe be, if after you have preached to others, you
yourfelt fhould be a Caftaway.! , ' , .
° Nay, be zealous of fpiritual Gifts and Graces ; abide not in any of the lower
Forms in the School of Chrift, but with an holy Emulation labour to excel; that
beingtaller by the Head and Shoulders than your Chriftian Brethren, you might
be as a Fackin and a Boag, in the Houfe of your God here below ; and atlaft be
-eternally fix’d as a monumental Pillar of rich fovereign Grace, in the Temple of
‘God gbove, and go no more out. : :
¢ - Look welllikewife to your Converfation, that it be ordered aright in all Things ;
not only as becomes a Chriftian, but a Minifter of the Gofpel ; who fhould bé
blamelefs, vigilant, fober, of good Behaviout, given to Hofpitakity ; not given to
‘Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lucre, but patient ; not a Brawler, not
covetous, but one that ruleth well his own Houfe, having his Children in Sub-
jection, with.all Gravity. ,
" Let your Speech be always feafoned with the Salt of Grace, and let no corrupt
‘Commuinication proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good to the Ufe of
edifying ; ' that it may minifter Grace unto the Hearers, as well as manifeft Grace
in the Speaker. .
* Flee E::k Thing therefore that becometh not a Man of God and Minifter of
Chrift; and follow after Righteoufneds, Godlinefs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meek.
hefs, and Peace, with them that call on the Lord out of pure Heast. L ;
PN e
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Letno Man defpife thee, but be thou an Example of the Believers, in Word, in
Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, that thou mayeft both fave
thyfelf, and them that thall hear thee. .

And as thou art allowed of God to be put in Truft with the Gofpel, the fame
facred Truft commit thou to faithful Men, who fhall be able to teach others alfo, as
there fhall be Occafion and Opportunity : But let it be with this Caution, Lay
Hands fuddenly on no Man, neither be Partaker of ether Men's Sins, keep thyjelf pure.

And now having engaged in an holy Warfare, intangle notyourfelf with the Af.
fairs of this Life, unlefs upon inevitable Neceflity ; but as a good Soldicr of Jefus
Chrift, fight the good Fight of Faith, lay Hold on eternal Life, whereunto thou art
alfo called, and ﬁuﬁ proteffed a good Profeflion before many Witnefles,

Finally, We givethee Charge in the Sight of God, who quickencth all Things ; -
and before Chrity Jefus, who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a good Confeflion,
that thou keep this Commandment without Spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; which in his T'imes, he fhall fhew who is the blefled and
on'y Potentate ; having on his Vefture, and on his Thi%h a Name writtea, Kinc
oF Kings avp Lorp oF Lorps, to whom we muft all give an Account of our
Stewardthip, when the Son of Man fhall fit in the Throne of his Glory, and with
}:im the Twelve Apoftles, upon twelve Thrones, judging the Twelve Tribes of
Vrael. )

O Berjamin! keep that which is committed to thy Truft, avoiding profane and
vain Babolings, and Oppofition of Science, falfely fo called ; which fome profeffing,
haveetred. concerning the Faith, and made Shipwreck of a good Confcience. .

Watch therefore in all Things, endure Afflictions, do the Work of an Evangelift, .
make full Proof of thy Miniftry ; be willing to fpend, and be {pent in the Service
of your divine Mafter, and the Souls of his dear People, fo that you might finith
your Courfe with Joy, and the Miniftry you have reccived of the Lord Jefus, to
teftify the Gofpel of the Grace of God. :

Then may you, in the happy Clofe of a ufeful and exemplary Life, of Service
and Suffering for Chrift’s Sake ; (ay, with an holy Serenity of Mind, 1 hawe fought
a good Fight, 1 bawe fiuifbed my Courfe, Ibave kept the Faith : Henceforth there is
laid up for me a Crown of Righteoufuefs, awbhich the Lord, the righteous Fudge fball
give me at that Day 5 and not to me only, but unto all them alfo that love bis appear- .
ing: For,if thou art faithful unto the Death, awhen the chief Shepherd fhall appear,
thou fhall receive a Croswwn of Righteou/nefs; Life ard Glory that fadeth not away.

In that folemn and glorious Day of Chrift’s appearing and Kingdom, #bey thar
be aife fhall fhine as the Brightnefs of. the Firmament ; and they that turn many to.
Righteoufnefs, as the Stars for ever and eer. : -

Grace be wvith thee; may the Lord Fefus Chrift be avith thy Spirit, Awmen,

shils-
e
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I .

A» EXHORTATION, &-.

[EGEH T camnot bue be thought reafonable, -that our Minds fhould be
a8 I & ferioufly affefted with the folemn Tranfactions of this Day, which
L > £ fo immediately relate to the Difpenfation of Grace by the Gofpel :
L3 #% Thefe Things naturally lead us to refiett upon our Duty, as Minifters
B S 88riar  or Hearers of the Word.

' We have already, in the Sermon and Difcourfe deliver'd, and
Solemnities of the Ordination now attended, had reprefented to our View, the
weighty Truft, the folemn Charge and Duties incambent on the Minifters of
the Gofpel. And thefe Things virtually teach, and filently fuggeft, fundry Duties
that belong to the Hearers otg the Word, which may be briefly touch’d upon with
Propriety on this Occafion. -

- None of this numerous Audience thould be as idle and anconcern’d Spetators 3
but the Solemnities of this Day, demand the moft ferious Attention of this Church
and Congregation efpecially ; to which I fhall more particularly addre(s myfelf.
And it may nét be improper, My dear Brethern and Friends, to remind you of paft
Difpenfations of divine Providence towards you, in Refpeét of the Gofpel Miniftry
and Ordinances among you. Thefe Privileges have (I conclude with, in the Memos
1y of many, if' net the moft of you) been interrupted, and for a Seafon removed, by
the Death of one Minifter after another, who have labour'd in the Gofpel among
you : Your late pious and worthy Paftor, 1 whofe Praife is fiill in the Churches, +
you enjoy’d but a few Years ;- he was remov’din the Midft of his Ufefulnefs : His
Death did undoubtédly! caft a dark Gloom upon many Minds; and by Means of
that-dark and awful Providence, you have for fome Time, been deftitute of the
Rated -Miniftry of the Word and Gofpel Sacraments. We therefore now congratu-
I;?e )iou » ‘on the pleafing and happy Profpe& you have of again enjoying thofe

rivileges. :

: Andgthough our Reverend and dear Brother, who is now fet apart to the Service
of Chriftin the Gofpel, is not ordained with fuch a particular Relation to you, as-
s commeon in Ordinations; yet we are well fatisfied, that (in thus fetting him apart
to the Work of the Miniftry) we have done nothing inconfiftent with the Nature and
Defign of this facred Inftitution, and nothing but what is virtually implied in ali
Ordinations. Thofe that are ordained over particular Congregations, are not o
confin’d and reftricted, but that, when Providence and Duty dire&, they ought to
remove. The Opinion that has prevailed among many, that the Relation between
& Minifter and a particalar Church, is as unvio%able as the conjugal Relation, has
no Foundation in Scripture and Reafon : however, the Obligations to mutual Du-
ties between a-Minifter and a People are not the lefs binding while they comtinue
together in that Relation. And therefore we conclude concerning our Dear Brotber,
now fetapart to the Work of the Gofpel Miniftry, that while he continues among
you in’ that facred Service, (as we hope and pray he may for a long Time ; Yea, if
God in his Providence fhall fo order it, to the End of his Life,) the fame mutual
Duties are incumbent on him and you, as in all other Cafes, between Mimi-
fier and People. A few of thofe general Duties, on your'l; I would remind y?f

1 The Rewd. My, David Youngs. <t 2 Corimth. viii. 1
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of, though we would hope you are not ignorant of ‘them ; yet it may not be amifs.
on this Occafion, to ftir up your Minds to a freth Remembrance. o
Inthe firft Place, as a neceffary Foundation to thofe Daties, eficem a preach’d.
Gofpel, and the Adminiftration of Gefpel-Ordinances and Sacraments, as moft
precous and valuable Bleflings ; .and remember that they are of diving Inftitution,
the Means which infinite Wifdom has appointed, for the Recovery of an apoftate
and perithing World, and the Salvation of them that " believe. When our blefled
Redeemer had finifh’d his Work here on Earth, he afcended on high, far gbowe-
all Heavens, and gave Gifts unto Men, Apofiles, Propbets, Evangelifts, Paflors and.
Teachers, for the edifying and perfeting his myflical Body. * Thefe Gifts and Blef-
fings of our afcended Saviour thould be highly eftcemed: Itis then a provoking Sin.
in the Sight of God, to treat the Gofpel and Ordinances thereof as mean and con-.
temprable, or'to be aweary of, andfuuff at them: This is a Sin feverely animadver-.
ted upon by the infpired Prophet ; Mal. i. 13. - ' o
+ * Again, you fhould receive him,who is now fet apart to the Work ofthe Gofpel-.
Miniftry, as'a Mefenger of the Lord of Hoffs, || and treat him with proper Efteem
and Refpeét.: Minifters of the. Gofpel come upon a moit important Errand ; are fent,
to negotiate in Affairs of eternal Confequence, and to treat with Mankind in Matters
of Life and Death’; to propofe a Treaty of Peace between an offended Deity and
guilty perithing Sinners ; to offer eternal Lifeand Salvation through Chrift the Re,,
deemer ;- They fhould therefore Lereceived with Refpe@t and Efteem, on the Ac-
count of their Office; and the weighty Meflage they bring. Conlider ,bow beaussfil
are the Feet of them that preach the Gofpel of Peace, and,, bring glad Tidjngs of gaod,
Things: + And obey that apoftolick Exhortation, 1 Thef. v. 12, 13. We befeech.
you gretlum, t0 knoaw them which labour among you, axd are over you i the Lord,
and admenifb you, and to effrem them wery bigbly in Lowve for their Works Sake.
» Itis your DAty to encourage, afiift and comfort your Minifter, by a kind, friendly,
and :chriftian Condu@t towards bim., Many are the Tryals and, Temptations,
anxious Cares and -difcouraging Difliculties, that attend thofe who are fajthfully’
engag’d in the Wark of the Miniftry ; and if People: (efpecially thofe to whom
they minifter) condut towards them, in 2n unchrifiian Manner, it will greatly
add to their Burden, degrefs their Spirits, and obftru¢t their Ufefulnefs ; you fhould
thercfore endeavour to firengthen your Minifter’sHands, and encourage his Heart,
in’his- great and arduous Work; by- a" chrifian and friendly Deporunent towards
him. Be always ready to vindigate his Charadter and good Name, when Occafion,
calls for it, ‘againft all umjuft Reproaches, and malevolent Slanders. - The bett of
Menare liable to the Abufe of evil Tongues, and to have all manner of Evil fpoken
againlt them falfely. = Minifters of the Gofpel are as much expos'd as any Men
they ‘are fet as. a SpeQacle to the Woild, they are often made the Contempt
and Scorn of a wicked World, being. reproach’d by Men of corrupt Prin-
ciples, and licentions Manners : You fliou’d therefore defend them againtt all
abufive:.Caluminies. - Nothing that is finful in a Gofpel Minifter, fhou'd be juftified
or wink'd at:; Sin, in thofe of that facred Order, appears more qdious, and is a
greater Here and Scandal to. Religion, than in Men.of a common Station ; and
therefore theirgood Names are of great Importance : Common human Impe:fe@ions
thould be treated with much Candour and Moderation ; we are ferbidden even to
‘receive an Accufation againft an Elder, but pefore two or three Witnefles. | :
Again, you fhould encourage your Minifter, by con{gliing and providing for his
temporal Interet, his comfortable and decent Support in the World. Itisa ralie
and corrupt Principle, that has prevail'd among fome, that they are not under
Otligation to contribute any Thing to the Support of the Go'vel Minifiry ; it is
indeed an Opinion, thae fuirs'the feliia and vavetous Temper of carnal and worldly
3 Men,

“Egh.iv. 9, 12, | Malii. 7. + Rom.x.15. 11 Tim. v. 19.
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" Men, but dire®tly repugnant to fundry plain Texts of holy Scripture. +. But Bre?
threrr we hope better Things of you, though we thus fpeak ; yea, you have made.
it manifeft, by your Pradtice, that you are better principled. Thoagh your Ability,
s to Number and Opulence, is not equal to that of the Generality of Congrega-
tions ; yet we hope you will perfevere and continue tp exert yourfelves, as far as
Reafon and Duty require. Labour to be chearfully unanimous, in bearing your
equal Proportion, for the Support of the Gofpel. If fome will not do their Pro~
portion, others muft exceed ; and if you a& from a good Principle, it will be an
acceptable Offering to God, and you fhall not lofe your Reward. It is highly-
reafonable, that thofe who ftatedly labour among you in the Gofpel, and fow to.
you fpiritual Things, fhould reap of your carnal Things.. A Gofpel-Minifter is-
obliged, by his Office, to give himfelf wholly to his Work ; to devote the Subftance
of his Time to.Reading, %’leditation and Prayer, with other Duties of the Miniftry ;3
And a Bifbop mufl be giwen to Hofpitality. T But how can he difcharge thefe Duties,
unlefs his People give him a comfortable and decent Support ? The Nature of the-
Duty of a Gofpel-Minifter, teaches the Obligations his People are under, to pro-
vide for his comfortable Maintenance : This is not meerly an A& of Charity, but:
what they are bound to, by the Law of God, and they who are delinquent, roé:
God in Tythes and Offerings. || L

It is your Duty to contribute to theComfort and Encouragement of your Minifter,,
by chriftian and friendly Vifits. This is a Duty incumbent both on Minifters and
People, ‘but principally on the People ; except in extraordinary and difficult Cafes..
If any be fick, let them fend for the Eldess of the Church. § Itisa common Com-.
plaint, that Minifters are not frequent enough in their Vifits, (and there may be.
teo much Ground for the Complaint, but thoie who are moft forward in complain-.
ing, .are, in general, leaft defirous of minifterial Vifits ;) not confidering, that it is.
their Duty chiefly to vifit their Minifter, and to converfe freely wich him about:
their {piritual Concerns : both Scripture and Reafon teach this to be the Duty of a.
People; For the Prieft's Lips fhould keep Knowledge, and they fbould feek the Law at
bis Mouth. § And how much more convenient and eafy is it, for an whole Con-.
gregation to vifit their Minifter, than for him to vifit every particular Perfon ? This:
would ordinarily take up fuch a great Part of his Time, as to interfere with. other
Duties ; they who are ferioufly concern’d about the World to come, and defirous
to converfe about the everlafting Concerns of their Souls, will geadily repair to
their Minifter, to whom they fhould freely communicate their fpiritual Concerns ;.
and this would be very grateful and acceptable to every faithful Minifter, and
would add frefh Life, Vigour, and Encouragement to him in his Labours: And.
thofe Vifits fhould be ordinarily of this Kind, and with this View. While you
remember, that it is your Duty, frequently to vifit your Minifter, you fhould take

- Care, that you don't burden him with unneceflary, tedious, and frivolous Vifits ;
fo s to caufe him a fruitlefs Expence of his precious Time : His Calling and Office
oblige him to be much in Study and Retirement, that he may fulfil the Miniftry
that he has receiv’d of the Lord, and exercife the Gift that is in him, gnd bring.
out of his Treafure Things new and old * :- Your Vifits then fhould be always with
religious Views ; cither to get good, or to do good ;. to encourage and comfort your:
Minifter, by maniiefting your hearty Regard to Religion, in {ecking his Help and.
Direction for the Good of your Souls ; or to be helpful to.him in his great Work,
and in Things that are for his temporal Comfort and Support. How happy and

beautiful would fuch a Temper and Pradtice be, it it generally pre_vqil‘dpamong;
: . cople !
-t 1 Corinth, iX. 6,----14. Gal. vi. 6,-:8. 1 Tim.v. 17,18, Luke x. 7. "fr1
Tim. jil. 2. || Mal..iii. 8. § Fames v.14.. § Mal.ii. 7. *:Coliff. iv. 17... 2 Lim.
1. 6. Nath. xui. §2. .. R @ TP LGN
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People ! but the great Backwardnefs, that many difcover, te “converfing” fregly .

about their Souls, manifefts that they have no Defires or Notions of munifterial
Vifits, but for a meer Compliment.

Again, you fhou’d remember your Minifter in your Prayers. The Work of the.
Miniftry, is an hard and difficult Work : How importunate then fhould you be at
the Throne of Grace, that your Minifter may have the Divine Prefence and
Afliftance ; that a Door of Utterance t+ and fpiritual Freedom may be given him ;
that he may be enabled to preach the Word in Demonfiration of the Spirit and
with Powes ; 1 and that his Labours may be accompanied with a Blefling, for the
effetual and faving Benefit of many ? The infpir'd Apoftle exprefles his Defire of
the united Prayers of his Hearers, in the Language of an earneft Supplicant;
Noaw I befeech you, Bretbren, for the Lord Fefus Chrif's Sake, and for the Lowve of.
2be Sﬁigit, that ye fivive together iz your Prayers to Ged for me. § And let me addrefs
and befeech you, in the Language of the fame Apofle, Brethres pray for us; |
pray ia your Families, and bow the Knee in fecret before God, forus.

Apgain, I would charge and exhort you, that you give your confiant, ferious,
and devout Attendance on the publick Worfhip of God, and fubmit to.the Gavern-
ment and Dilcipline of his Houfe ; eftcem it a Privilege, and rejoice when you
have Opportunity, to go up te the Houfe of God ; Let the Tabernacles of the Lord of

!'gb s be amiable, and the Gates of Zion beautiful t in your Eyes ; rejoice at the
pproach and Return of every Sabbath, and all ather convenient Opportunities’

of attending publick Worfhip, and hearing the Word ; attend on the Minifry of
the Word and Gofpel-Ordinances, with ferious and {piritual Devotion ; fubmit to.
the Minifterial Initru@ions of your Paftor, as your fpiritual Guide ; Obey them that.
bawe the Rule over you, and fuibmit yourfelves ; far they watch for your Souls, as
thiey that maf give Account s that they may ds it avith Joy and not with Grigf. §.

Submit to that fpiritual Government, which Chrift hath appoiated in his Church ; °

and ferioufly attend all Gofpel-Difpenfations and Ordinances : And when yau.
hear the Words ofGod preach’d, take Heed haw you hear ; T bear it as the Word .
of God, and not as the Word of Men ; * hear it with diligent Attention and Sel{-.
application ;. with an hearty Concern, that it may enlighten your Underftandings, .
and affe¢t your Hearts; fo that it may be the Means of making ycu wifer and
better : Take Heed, that you are not difturb’d or offended at the Word, becaufe

it firikes at your beloved Lufts, or contradi@s and deteéls your favourite Principles.
and fond Opinions ; but give yourfelves Time, impartially and calmly, to examine

what you hear ; you are not obliged, to receive every Thing you hear from the
Palpit, with a blind and implicit Faith ; but you fhould, like the noble Beregus,
receive the Word with all Readinefs of Mind, and fearch theScriptures daily, evhether

thefe Things are fo : 1 remember, it is at your Peril that you reject or diflike any -
‘Thing, that is agreeable to the Divine Word.

- Again, I would recommend to you, and earnefly befeech you, to ftudy the
Things that tend to Peace ; labour for Peace and Unanimity among yourfelves ;
waintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Band of Peace ; T fludy the Peace of the:
Church of Chrift in general, and of this Church and Congregation (of which you
are Members) in particular ; Pray for the Peace of Jerufalem, tbat Peace may be
withis: ber Walls, and Profperity witbin ber Palaces. || Shun and avoid all feparate
Principles and Praétices. We can’t but commend you, for the Peace and good
Order you have maintain'd, during your broken and unfecttled State. We would
animate you, to perfevere in the Faith and Order of the Gofpel ; abide by rée .

) Footfieps

t Coloff. iv. 3. T 1 Corinth. ii24. § Rom. xv.30. |1 Theff. v. 25. t P/al,
lxxxiv. 1.. € Heb, xiii. 17. 1 Luke. viit, 18, *1Thef il 13, T 4&s xvil, 11.°
1 Eph.iv. 3. || Plal, exxii. 7. T . oo
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“Footfleps of the Flock ; || Kearken to no Temptations that may lead you aftray ; five -

no Countenance to thofe pretended Preachers who attempt to break and deffroy
the Peace, and fubvertthe Miniftry of the Generality of the Chriftian Churches in

this Land. Whatever plaufible Pretence. they may make, of being fent by God, .

&c. ar of extraordinary San&ity and Purity ; they are to be efteem’d and treated
as Wolwes in Sheeps-cloathing. § Let me adopt the. Words of the infpir'd Apoftle,
as pertinent to the Purpofe, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Noav I befeech you, Brethren, mark
--them awhich caufe Divifiors and Offences, contrary to the Dolirine awhich ye bave
learned, and avoid them ; for they that are fueh, ferve not our Lord JFefus Chrifl,
but their cavn Belly 5 and by gocd Words and fair Speecbes, deceive the Hearts of the
Simple. ‘There is fcarcely any one Thing, more frequently enjoin'd upon Chrif.

tians in the New-Teflamert, than Peace and Unanimity ; and fcarcely any Thing

{o often forbidden, as Divifion, Strife, Emulation and Contention s Therefore fol-
low after the Things awhich make for Peace, and Things awbereavith one may edify
another. § Ard we befeech you, Brethren, to know tkem avbich labour among you,

and are over you in the Lord, and admonifb you ; and to cfiecm wery bighly in Love -

Sor their Works Sake, and be at Peace among yourfelves. + )
And now, as a weighty Motive to enforce thefe Exhortations, let me remind
you, ferioufly to confider, that all our Thoughts and Ations have a Relation to a

future Judgment ; and that, efpecially our mutual Ccncerns, ard the Duties that"

belong to us as Minifters and People, have a dire& Relation to the Bufinefs of the
latt Day ; avhen God fhall judge the Secrets of Min's Hearts by Felus Chrijt. T We
muft all appear at the Judgment-Seat of Chrift : We, who fuftain the Office of
the Goipel-Miriftry, mutt then give an dccount of our Steavardfiip: * And you
muft be refponfible for your Condu&; hpw you treat the Minifters of Chrift,

and what Reception you give to the Gofpel of Peace, and how you improve the .

Day ard Means of Grace. ) S S

" Dear Brsthren and Friends: Maiatain in your Minds, a ferions Senfe of the
Certainty of a future and approaching Judgment ; and’let this influence your
Hearts and Prattice, to the faithfal Diicharge of every Duaty : Andlet me add,

that you take Heed that you do notrcft in the Externals of Religion ; and content -

yourfelves, becaufe youattend a preach’d Gofpel, and the Sacraments and Ordi.-
nances of the Chritian Church. Remember that the Defizn and End of thefe
Inflitutions are to lead you to Chrift; withcut whefe Righteoufnefs, you cannot
appear in Safety at his Judgment-Seat':’ Make™it then your great and chief
Concern, that the Means of Grace be favingly applied to you, fo asto bea
Saviiur of Lifz unto Life. :

Are there not many of you, who have no fufficient Reafon to conclude, that -

the Means of Grace have been thus applied to you, for your thorough and faving
Ccnverfion ? But you are yet ina State of Unregeneracy and Guilt. We pity you,
ard carncftly beleech you, to confider your Mifery and Danger. What an awful
Accovnt will you havé to render at the Day of Judgment, if you die in your Sins!
How many foleinn Warnings, 'and gracious Invitations have you lad, by a preach’d
Gofpel ! And thall all thefe be Labour befloaved on you in' wain + 2 Mutt all thefe
precions Opportunities, and gracious Difpenfations rife up in Judgment againft
yeu, in the lalt Day ; when Chrit (hall appear in _flaming Fire to take Vengeance
cn theme that knosv not Gody and cbey not th: Gofpel ? || Yea, Iaflure you, 1t you
finally perfilt, in hardening your Hearts agaiaft Chrift, and refufing a Compliance
with "the Gofpel ; all the Scrmons you have ever heard from thofe that are now
dead and gone, and from thofe that zu;e{ now lividg, and all that yoa ever lfihall

| Cant.i. 8. § Math. vii 15. € Rom. xiv. 19. +1 Thfiv.12,13. 1 Rom.
H.16. * Lude xvi- 2.t Galiiv, 11, |2 Thef1.8,
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Sieat 5 yea, all your Naglecls of hiearing, and atténding the Mear of Grage; wid
4l the precious ‘Opportunities and’ Privileges -beftow’d -upon you; fhall rife dp-in
Judgment -againft you, to your aggravated Condemnation : A it fall be -more

tolerable for Sodom and ‘Gomorrah, in the Day of Fudgment, than for you. "l

Therefore I exhort and Beféech you, yea, I chirge you, now te improve the Day
and Means of Grace ; embrace all ‘Oppertunities.of attentling the appointed Means
ofSulvation, and Earneflly 'pray, that the Difteafations‘ ‘of ‘the-Gofpel, may (by
the concurrent Influences of the Holy Spirit) be nvade the happy Means of your -
thorough Convittion, and faving Converfiqn. o Co

" Ywould add 2" Word: t you, who have had the happy Expsrience of the good -

Effe@ of the'Gofpel and its Ordindnces, by -the co-operating, fupernatural, and.
Eiving Influence of the Divine Spirit in: your Hearts, ‘whereby you. have been
ade willing in the Day-of God's Power.§4 Surely you cannot but highly prize
andefteem Gofpel Difpenfations, ‘in-which ‘you have dedeld ths Glory 5f°"God as in
% Glafi, &. ¥ Dear Brethren, while you thankfally remember God’s-diftinguifhing
Grace'and Mersy to you, be earneft in Prayer, that the fame Bleflings may be con-
ferr'd on others; that the ‘Gofpel-Miniftry among you, may. be the Means of
tarning ‘many to Righteoufnefs ; that yopr Minifter may have many Seals of-bis-
Miriflry as Crowwns of his Rejoicing in the Day of Chbrifi.+ My Brethren, ftrive t6.
“¢row in'Grace ; feed on the fincere Milkof the Word, 1 and' Ordinances ; libour -
to tecommend Religion, by a Converfation as becomes the Gojpel ; | Strive 10 ‘excel,
3n ‘Humility, Meeknefs, and -Condefcention, one to ‘another ; -w-alkvtogether -as
Bréthren 4nd Companions in the Kingdom and Patience-of Chrift. § Finally Brethrer,
_’fanew‘él,' be perfelt, be of good Comifort, be of one Mind,:live in Peace, and'the
'God of Lowe and Peace fball be avith you.§: AMEN. ot

3

§ Plabms cx. 3. 9 2 Corinth. i, 18. + 1.Thefl, if. 1gs

|| Math, x. 15, . §
11 Pe.ii. 2. i Phil'i. 27.§ Rew."i. 9. * € 2 Corinth. xiii. 11.-
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