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ANDDRISSS.

Tws s a0 wreat dav to the Amertean people—the
areatest in the history of this nation: not as the Fourth
of Julv stmply, bat as this partienlar Fourth of July.
This Fourth of July, (as some one has happily saul.)
correspotnds to the figst Fourth of July as the spiritual
birth of a1 man correspoteds to his naturnl birth—the
otte a birth to g spinitual, holv, oternal life, the other
o birth to o maturad, corrupt, temporal hife.  'This
Fourth of July svibolizes not only the life of the
nation, but also its pevenerated. enduring hite, Tt has
also been compared with three others of its predeces.
<urs : the Fourth tollowing the conclusion of the Revo-
ltionary War, the Fourth tollowing the adoption of
the Federal Constitution, and the Fourth following the
peace after the last war with England.  But a0 very
<hort compartson will show that it stands apart trom.
and 15 superior to vach ol these,  The Fourth follow-
ing the Revolutionary War commmemorated, indeed. our
national independence. hut the nation was suall, weak,
deeply o debt, and composed of discondant, separute
state <overengnties, aml 1its future was dark, uncertaim
el diseonraging. The Foarth following the adoption
of the Federal Constitation commemorated the consali-
dated sovereignty of the nation, but the adoption was
by a1 bare and reluctant nugority of the popular vote,



ad wis secured by compromtses that whoelly satistied
neither Federalists nor Democerats, The Fourth fol-
lowing the List war waith Engclind commemorated onr
prowess on the land, awd our vietortes on the <ea, huat
we Lad not seenved the dental of the > rieht of seaveh ™
(e which the war was begund, nor any other materinl
:lll\':lllt:lgi'. and we were :l;:':lill di<cordant and  bur-
dened by an ecnormons debt,  We have hat to ook at
those three davs, davs of rejoteing and thanksgivine,
we celmit, and then ot this dav, te <ee how mueh
wreater this is—how much fuller of jov, and life,
promise.  This dav commemorntes wany things, more
than 1 van speak ot the elose of war, the return of
peace, the consumnetion of the Unton, and thing< that
have been seenred by the wiee amd will bear fent an
the peace s and we should call them to mind to-day
for the Jdouble purpese of mving God  thanks, and

learmny from them what He would they should teach,

'l‘rmu llll‘l‘t‘ A Nl vilim-n:-a nr tllt! Ht‘ltlllllil‘. tlll‘
overtthrown and dethroned conspimtors apainst its hi,
and ther deluded and vavpuished followers, whe wall
not rejotee to-diay o but their sorvow and humihation s
the weasure of our jov and glory: amd the day wiil
come Whenoif pot they their ehildren and children's
children, widl join wrth our's in gving thanks te Al-
wughty God for the victories and defeats this day
comtemorates,

And there are others, loval men and women, who have

been tade todrink sodeeply ot the cup of sorrow by
the cabiimities of the war, that they wall not find 1t easy
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to rejoice toeday.  Seltish zorvow will put in o strong
plea for itself, and say, ** 1 do well to sorrow ¢ what is
the nation’s gain to my less?™  And oven nnsellish
sorrow eannot <o deny nature as not to feel that the joy
of this dav has been bought at a fearful prive—at 2
price that impovernshes all the rest of this mortal hite.
Mrs. Browning's womanly tearful song of the patriot
Halian wmother, both whose boys  had  been  shot
lighting for the independence of United taly, and wha
could not sing her song of vietory in chorus with the
rejoteing nation, (thoush have it otherwise she would
not i she could), expresses the feelings of thousands
of unselfish loval Ameriean hearts tosday, The fathers
atd mothers whose wdolized sons have been saerified to
maintam, strengthen, and punify this heritage ot God—
the wives who wave their beloved husbands to see
them veturn no more : the brothers and sisters whuose
brothers sleep the sleep ot the slain : the maimed wond
woutded, the diseased and disabled—these cannot
rejotce with unalloyved rejoicing. And in the cups of
b who are worthy to be «ditizens of the Repablie,
thereis toada v one big drop of bitterest hitterness tor the
toul murder of the most magnaninous, kirge, and warm
hearted wan of his age. whom we had learned to love
as we love o personal friend, wiom we were proud to
call the peer of George Washington, whese genial hu-
mantty, common sense, and obedience to the will of
God, were our admiration, amd were hecoming the
world’s wonder.  We miss him to-dav : we miss his
prochamation mviting us to observe this day by natioual
thanksgving,  We teel that something is wauting—
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there s an ecmpty seat at our feast at the head of the
table, and we hardly dare ta ook towarnd at tor fear of
the tears that will come nto our eves. And vet it as
better wo,  God cave Abraham Lincolp—quant, honge-
v, wmandy, fathinl, reverentiuld, modest Alanbam Lans
codir-—the  noblest work to do of this mneteenth
century, chow many nobler have there heen e all the
mneteen centuries7) ad he dud it nobly—did at, have
the vowed to Gend i his eloset, on lns Knees, that he
wottld do ite—aned then was not. for God took hne We
miss L, but he s not Jost to us, only consecrded,
atd s death conseerntes s work,  We will then
<tll take onv eup o thanksaiving, with this g drop,
:IIIII “‘illl :l” atlr ||I‘n't-1 N lliul'l'"l‘.“‘* ill it. :ll!tl ‘:l“
upon the wae of the Lonld,

Awd s there not sowmething subline, ~amethiuye al-
maost divine, e the <sizht of @ people whe have sufs
fered as this people have, and who still sorrow, ol
st mast sorrow, spontancousiv, without ;L oclama.
tion, as i wmoves] by one comtnon unpulse, rising ap
to waive thanks to Mhmghty Godl and then sitting
down at his feet s .-~:1_\'ill”‘. “thur llv:n'vul}' l*':tll.u.-r.
teach us by this sore discipline to be wiser amd better
chitldren than we were before. Teach us to love truth,
merey, atd qustice. Teach us to tollow thee more
closelyv, to obey thee wore mipheitly, to zee thee more
clearty, to love thee more trulv. Teach us to teel and
tor Fevereiey oir common hr‘mlwrhmnl B th}‘ I'hililrl‘ll.
:lml o lmi]\' ot t'\'t‘l‘.\' o liet ol his W) tllill;::i_ liut

L R

') N'\‘ (e :1|-H Ol llll‘ lllill;:‘-i HI' ntllt'l'ﬁf 'l‘u e it



serttis wn And L thank God that e has T mto

!ll" lh"“l"" '“' tl“' .\llll'l’i!‘:lll l"'“l‘lt' o ”I:ILI‘ "Ii‘*
Fourth of July o cveat Feast Day o jov, eratitude
atnd thanksmiving @ not by Prestlential proclamation,
NOW fllflt OIYr t‘hit'fttlill ﬁll't'[lﬂ, hant h}' t hhes tltn!inn (v}

hiv own Spirit.

[ micht il up this hour with one subject, Peace,
And, doubtles the smmedinte and chief cladness of
the day to hundreds of thousands will be peace. "The

war s over. Oar heave @ hovs™ ane cominge homee,
The hospitals ane closine. The rebel prisons are
cmpty,  Swonds are beating into plowshares, and
spears into pruninge hook<. The votee of the tarthe s
heanlin the land, and the tione for the tsinge of hipds
has come, O, Peace ! this peace, after o longe, bloady,
ratracidal war, is 1 most blessed thine,  But of
peace 1 have nothing mone, dinetly, to say. 1 will
vo baek, and speak of other thines

Less than five years ago, this natien was in most
~ad state.  Sick unto death, though she knew it not;
leprous from the crown of the head to the sole of
the toot, tll(’i.lgll <hes -mspvrh'-tl it not. 1 will prove
the truth of this statentent under tour Jwends:

1. Sravery.  When, in 17587, the Constitution
of the United State was adopted, there was but one
npini(m in tht! tﬁilllltr}‘ 114 tht! mlhjt'ﬂl‘ ol slm'vr}: V17
that 1t was inguitons and unprofitable : unjust to the
slave, demoralizing to the master. intmical to free
labor, and antagonistic to free institutions.  No one
thought of detending 1t, either from the Scriptures
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or on the wround of political ceonomy. The slave
NI n--|u-ri:t|ly. were wenty of tt, and Lanentesd at
as i heavy curse, It was the Obl Man of the Sea
whom they had innocentiyv, or rather, nnsuspectingly,
taken on thetr shoulders and now could aot shake ol
The average price of able-bodied slaves was only
Mrom X250 to X300, Bat, in 1sos, Lontsana was
purchased, when the price of slaves went up to tiom
RO Lo R, ad some |n';.:‘:lll to say, that lnmwilnl}',
atter all, the institution might become profitable: but
still the moral sentiment of the country was against
it.  With the acquisition off Florda i 1819, the
I;rim- ol <hives rian e Loy $Mm atel Rl atuld ﬁl:l\'t'l‘}‘
i the Southern States began to be reganded with de
cided favor: 1t was clearly profitable, and  some
Chrisuan men wene found whe sand, bhut timidly,
could be proved trom the Seriptures that it was o
divine institutton. Then bewgan in the North the
anti-<lavery agitation, that has heen so misrepresented
and abnsed, in opposition to the proslavery change
of feelings and teachings in the South, ana to bring
back the sentiment of the conntry to what it was n
the beginning—the nataral, org it you will, unuatutal
tather of abolitionism was slavery.  But the leaven
of iniquity continued to work.  As new cotton, su-
var and rice fields were opened, slaves ereased 1o
value apd slavery beeame more and more protitable.
F:e the older northern slave States, where slave labor
was no onger profitable, it was profitable to breed
slaves to sell to the more southern States. The aver-
dge annual income to Virginia from this source, for
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more than o score of yeam preceding the rebwellion,
was from five to ten mitlions ot dollams; one year, it
in tvported, runnming up as high as twenty mlhons,
And as slaves wereased in value, and alavery beeame
increasingly  protitable, the evidenee inereased tn
clearnesa that the institution was not oniy beneticent
but divine.  In 1845 Texas was annexed.  The price
of slaves wentap to 1500 and §2,000, and it beeame
as clear as proofs tromn Holy Wt that the institu.
tion had the expecial favor and protection of Guod,
that to say myeht aginst it was to bea * troubler of
Ixrned,” and that to be an abolitionist waa to be an

infidel.

Theneeforward, for fifteen years, slavery ruled
the country. It had but to ask, or rather demand,
to reecive. It had but to threaten, to lﬁ:#nlﬂ')‘t‘il-
Aye, it had but to signify its wish, to obtain. [t
sithsidized the polities; the literature, the social cus.
toms, and, to a great extent, the religtows and theo
logneal taith of the country. [t was the one sacrva
thing that must net be doubted, under penalty of
heresy and outlwwry; and that must not be touched,
except to caress aud bless. When, O, when! sinee
the birth of the Son of man, did any other en.
hehtened Chrstian people humble themselves so ab
Jeetly before any other god so ugly and abomnable !
Bat, “ clear weather cometh out of the North A
spirit of formida” ‘e apposition to these monstrous as.
sumbtions of slavery was quietly aswuming shape.

The slavery propagandists wereaware of it, and laid
)

ol



their plans to anticipate it and frusteate it by oreak-
ing i twain the nation, establishing o great slave
cmpire with onedalt of it, and crndually absorbing
such portions of the other halt as were off most value
to them—the great Middle, Western, and North.
Western States. And. though these objects were
avowed openiy and boasttully, o skillfully had they
worked poisoning the publie mind at the north, that
at the commencement of the rebellion, and even after
cighteen months of fighting, no effective organiza.
tion could have been seeured in the loyal States,
having for its avowed objeet to strike down slavery
in striking down the rebellion.  Even so lately as
last November, we saw how deadly was this poison
and how subtly it lurked in the veins in the hun.
dreds of thousands of votes east in the loyal States
in opposition to the antislavery policy of the admin.
1stration.

2. State Soveretanty. The articles of confedern-
tion, adopted in 1778, ufter trinl of nearly ten years,
were found defective, mainly from causes originating
in the assumed independent sovereignty of the indi-
vidual states, forbidding such a coalescence as would
innke one sovereign organic whole. The convention to
frame 2 constitution for the United States, had for one
of its prime ohjects to remedy this defect. Its aim
wis to frame a constitution for the Umted States, (now
muking one nation,) that should secure the individuality
and independence of the separate States. and their
union and dependence as one State—us the members
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of tho body are separate and mdependent members,
and are united m the body and make one man.  The
eye sees for itself, the ear hears for itself, the hand
handles for itsoll’: in this sense, each iz sovereign nnd
independent.  But,in o larger sense, each is dependent
on the body from which it takes its hife, and all are
united to make one perfect whole.  The constitution
of the man governs the whole man as a unit, and gov-

erns each amd all the members, that, united, make the
man. The aim ef the convention was to frame such a
constitution for the United States.  In its judgment, it
was as monstrous in polities to have independent State
soverelgnty in the Uniton, as it would be in physiology
to have independent member sovereignty in the body.
That a State had no wmore right or power to secede of
its own mation from the union, tha an eye had to

secede of its own motion trom the body. The consti-
fution framed by the convention was of this sort,
after mature deliberation, and a thorough discussion
of the mooted points of State and national sover-
eignty. It was then submitted to the States for
adoption or rejection s when, in each of them. these
mooted questions were amun discussed with all the
carnestuess, eloquence and learning the best minds of
the day could bring to bear upon them. And, when
all was <aid that could be said against the constitution,
it was adopted by the States in 1757, and became by
solemn covenant and agreement the constitution of the
United States. Of course simultaneously with this
adoption, the independent sovereignty of the States,
by thetr own act of surrender, ceased to exist.
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But, nari passu, with the change of public opinion in
the South touching slavery, beginning with the acquisi-
tion of Louisinna in 1804, increasing with the purchase
of Florida in 1S1Y, and culininating with the annexation
of Texas in 184, was a change tonching the doctrine
of State sovereignty @ it was, in fact, part of the deep
policy of tho slavery propagandists to secure their
ends with that stitution by means of this heresy.
Independent State sovercignty wasg simply the mason’s
trowel wherewith to build up the tower slavery:
then to be thrown aside: but of this the people
were not told.  Sullicient unto the day is the evil
thereof.  Why damage the reputation of your tool till
it has done your work?  Wise master builders, after
their kind, were those <lavery architeets,  Aecordingly,
in and out of season. they magnified state pride above
national pride—that it was more honorable to be a
Georgian, a Virginian, a South Carolinian than an
American :  and, as sedulously, taught the people the
heresy of State sovereignty—that their first allegnance
was to their State, their second to the United States ;
and that in a conthiet of authorities, they must be
loyal to their State, disloyal to the United States.

it was an insidious principal of evil; fuir to look
upon, beguiling in speech, and appealing strougly to
the exclusiveness and pride of the human heart ; but
in character disurganizing and disintegrating—sap-
ping the power, marring the beauty, destroying the
life of the fairest and strongest State.  Fortunately
for the people of Kurope, it 18 one of those deviis
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their governments long sinee east out. Franee, as she
18, 18 0 power in the world. But Franee disintegrated
to her twenty or thirty original Ganlish Provinees,
ench an independent sovervignty, each claiming an
independent and supertor allegiance from its citizens,
were nothiing, [t s something grand to be an kng.
lishman.  Buat. kogland disintegrated to her onginal
Saxon States, it were not grand to e a0 Sussex,
[lssex, or Kentish man.  France s a united, absolute
sovervignty; =o I8 kKngland: hence thetr grandeur
and power. Ax a matter of merely personal pride and
pleasure, it may be something to the citizen himselt to
h:ve been horn in Normandy, or Brittany. or Provence,
i Essex, Sussex,or Kent; but to the world it isuothing,
To the world, France comprehends all her provinees,
atd s greater than them all: and kngland compre.
hends all her counties, and is greater than them all.
These are obvious truths touching  England  and
France : they <hould he just as obvious touching
America. It 19 something grand to be an Ameriean.
But, Aweriea disinteerated to her individoal States,
cach an independent sovereignty, each claiming an
imdependent and supertor allestance from ats eitizens,
it were not grand to be a Pennsylvanian or Virgin.
tan, an Hlinotxan or a South Carohintan.  The Repub.
ltie of the linited States is a power i the world. But
a Republie of these disunited States were nothing.
Ntate pride within its lemitimate bounds 15 both a
good and a pleasant thing.  But when (as i the
southern States, and in the interests of slavery, it did)
State pride becomes State sovervignty, and State
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«overecipnty i+ magnified above National sovereignty,
and the citizen is taught that his fimt and supreme
allegianee ir to his State, even to rebellion against
the United States; then it becomes a monstrous tolly,
or a monstrous erime, or both,  And this very erime
atud folly was perpeteated against the Republie, in
definnee of the Constitution, when eleven States
seceded trom the Union, and tormed the socalled
Southern Contederaey.

3. SECTIONAL ALIRNATIONS,  What these aliena.
tions were, you know, and you know it was both the
policy amd the practice of the leaders of public opin-
~ion in the Sonth to foster, aye, to create them., It is
of the natere of slavery to be exclusive, arrogant,
domineering, supercthous.  In their papem, i public
harangues, trom the rostrum, frota the palpit, by all
manter of ways, the southern people were taught that
they were a superior race; that the grace, heauty,
womanliness, bravery, chivalry, manliness of the na.
tion were with them.  And that the people of the tree
States (by blood, birth, edueation, assoctation, labors)
were cotnmon, vulgar, cowandly, meanspirited ; that
they could be insulted and trampled on with impu.
nity : that association with them was degrading and
contannnating, ete., ote., ad nausewm. These were
appeals to human pride that could not easily be with.
stoadd by a people who, for the most part, staid at
home, had tew schools, and read but tew hooks or
newspapers.  And, it I may judge from what has
heen reported to me, from what I saw and heard in &
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somewhat extensive acquaintanee in the Sonth previ.
ous to the rebellion, and from what has appeared in
divers torms during the rebellion, these tulse glorifiea.
tions of self, and these lving slanders of others; had
ripened to a bountiful harvest.

1. Commenrcian Connuveriox, By this [ do not
mean fraud, nor dishonesty, but the worship of' the
God Mammon. This worship was confined to o wee.
tion, but was common to the whole country. The
country was prusperous beyond example.  Evervthing
that was touched (in the fleld, in the shop, in the
warchouse, in the manufactory, on the land and on
the sea) turned to gold. The very varth was tull of
gold, or of things that could be converted to gold.
Congequently Mammon was the popular God: he had
his temples, his altars. his fragrant incense, his costly
ofterings, everywhere. Nothing was too good tor him,
nothing was too costly to sacrifice to him.  Of course
this was corrupting, and in many ways little suspect.
ed.  Truth, justice, mercy, righteousness, were com
modities bought and sold in the market places; aye,
were openly hawked about the streets.  Great was
God Mammon, and commerce was his prophet.

| repeat, less than five years ago this nation was
in & most sad condition. Sick unto death, though she
knew it not; leprous from the crown of her nead to
the sole of her foot, though she suspected it not. Four
fatal diseases had fastened upon her: slavery, independ-
ent State sovereignty, sectional alienation, and com.

mercial corruption.
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But how i< it todday touching these tour things ¢
Slavery I what i< shavery todday ¢ Where is slavery
now £ Who among us are so poor as to do it rever-
ciuee ! We have broken the shackles of caste, pre-
judice and dominion, and say of slavery in all the
States of the Union s Cast 1t oit, cast it ot and
let its brtal be the burial of an ass.”

Independent State sovervignty ! where is it to-day?
Whoe will ever hear ot it again, now that the rebellion
s put down ¢ Shallow, flimsy, sophistical, treacher-
ous, when it had done its wicked work, the rebels
themselves treated it with scorn. It worked well
to disintegrate the old Republie; but it did not work
well to consolidate the new Confederney : and the
rebel leaders would none of it. [t worlzed well as a
lever to hift the seceding States out of the Union into
the Confederney; bt then it was openly disgraced;
sl the deluded men who had followed the phantom
so far were told, *‘no State may touch that lever
now, to hft itself out of the L'nnﬁ'tlernu_}‘. cither to
independencee, or back again into the old Union.”
Yes, tindependent State sovervignty amonyg the States
of this Union (and with it the right of secession) is
dead and burted 3 and let all the people say, Amen!
Hencetorth the Republie is a unit, an organie whole,
# body with its living zoul, a sovereign State with
absolute powers; our brave hoys in blue have settled
that question beyond all further controversy. And
henceforth the proud bhoast of the citizens of the
United States will not be some State name, but the
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one nane that comprehends, and includes, and gives
thetr chief worth to all the States—American,

SecTioNAL ArigxatioN. Jefferson Davis, beinge then
in power at Richmond, said:  “'This war has duge o

cult, broad and deep, and tilled it with blood, between
the North and the South, that ean never he erossed,
nt least not by us to come to you.” I do not bhelieve
it. [ have read too much history, too much of the
history of the fratracidal wars of other nations, Jews,
(rreeks, Romans, Germans, Frenchmen, Enghishmen,
when brother plundered a bhrother's heritage and shed
a brother’s blood, and then forgot, and forgave, aud
loved as betore, to have any taith in declarations of
eternal hatred and separation by alienated brethreen
of the same nation.  And the facts in this history of
onms are, that the alienations existed betore the war,
and that the war hroke them down, or at least under-
mined them. Studied, malignant, persevering misee.
presentation had  embittered the southern people
against the people of the north. But the war brought
them together, and then it «ot to be known through.
out the rebel States that they were not tichting with
mean-spirited  wretches, coarse, vulgar, cruel; and
cowardly; but with a brave, intelhigent, magnanimouns
people, who harbored no malice, but who knew their
rights, and knowing, dared maintain them.  And as
we are one people, (in blood and birth.) and were
made to differ so far as we do by an acenr=&d mstitu-
tion and malignant misrepresentation, it will be clear

contrary to nature (now that institution is destroyed.

3
?
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Jow we Know ench other as we arve, now the war is
over, amd when the makers of the mischiet are hunye,
or imprioned, or transported, or put under ban,) af
the ln'uplt' tlli'lllﬁt'l\'t'ﬂ o hot cotne tngt'tlll'l‘. to wnlk
and work, to praise and pray as brethren.

Coumenrcian Corrvierion.  Mammon still has his
temples, altams, saeritices, worshippers. But Mammon
1s not (as five vears ago he wag) the God of this na
tton.  We have learned that there is romething hetter
than money, and something to do hetter than to make
money,  Look at the men, of her best men, this na.
tion wave to maintain the Union.  [ook at the blowd
so cheerfully shed in that behalf. Look at the fathers
and mothers who gave their darling sons, and the
wives who gave their beloved husbands, and the
strongs nite-loving men who gave themselves, Look at
the money viven in ways alimost without number, and
in amounts alimost bevond computation.  And look
at the steadtast, untlinching determination, in many a
dark hour, that looked the worst in the face and
simply said: “cost yet what 1t may, this work must
be done, and thoroughly done”  Aye, the war wiped
the reproach of this form of commereial corruption
away from this nation.

‘To-day, then, as on no previous fourth of July,
we are a tree people; four millions of colored people,
aud twenty-seven millions of white peopls are stripped
of their Shackles and stand up together before the
world freemen. And the nation is one; oneand indi.
visible in its majestic sovereignty. Aud we do now,

\
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more than ever hefore, and shall vet, more and more,
respect and love one another as brethren, And we
have learned in the fturnnce of aflliction to hold the
finest yellow gold but as dross in comparison with
patriotism, philanthropy, benevolenee, hberty, and
duty to God aud man. These things mnke this a high
day, the fitst and greatest of all days to this nation.
And these are not all,

The nation 18 stronger than she was betore the
war.  The wastage of the war in men in the loyal
States has been made up by emigration,  The wastage
in material has been more than made up by the in-
creased energies aind developed industriesof the people.

She 18 more respected by other nations; Europe
has looked in wonder and alarm at the resources and
powers of the nation brought into use i awd by the
war.  There is not in all Europe so effective an army
or navy as we had when the war ended; and both
were improvised in less than four years, and could be
called together again and put upon a fresh war foot.
ing, 1f necessary, with magnical celerity.

She has tested and proved her republican institu.
tions—tested them to carry on a war, tested them
during a war, tested them by elections, State and N
tional, in time of war, tested them by disbanding her
forees at the close of the war, tested them, in these
and other ways, more severely than any monarchy ot
modern times has been tested or could stand testing,
and triumphantly proved them. What was theory,
18 now demonstrated truth,
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Slli‘ i"‘ HHOW ﬁ'l'l‘ o lll'\'i'lllll Ili‘l' Iihll.ﬂru“l'li'tl ﬂ"ll
magnificent  resources. . When 1 look at Viregin
(deesolate and poor), and think off what God made
hier, (of her noble bays and rivers, her vich valleys
ad uplands, her heautitul mountaing, her extensive
forests, her unrivalled water powers, her inexhaostible
mines of coal and ron) and then compare her with
Pennsyivania, or New York, so rich; so populous, so
prosperos—when 1 look at Kentueky, by nature
the warden of the West, and compare her as she s,
(her cities, her population, her schools, her agreul
ture, hier manutactures)) with Ohio or Hlinots, and
scettiyg the marvellous and hamiliating contrasts, ask,
' \\'lll'}llt't' i-‘i tlliﬁ f“ [ 43} :lllsu"t'l‘t'tl. M \\'Hl‘ll.
slavery, will tell vou the whole tale,”  While 1 lived
i Georgetown, I loved to chimb the Heights and
look down upon that scene of alimost magical heauty
spreading away from my teet. But 1 wondered to
see so Dittle litec < Why” T asked, “are not these
undulating hills covered with  cottages  and  vil-
acd Why ts not the old town slumbering below a
city of a hundred thousand souls?  Why 15 not
that mapid  river ol to my right crowded for
miles and miles up toward the coal tields with
manutiactories £ Why s not that broad beauti
ful sweep off water bhefore me swarming  with
merchant vessels trom all parts of the world !
Why do I not hear the shriek ot the locomotive and
sce the swiftly-moving trains of cars coming from
the North, the South, the East, and the West 7 |
asked these (uestions, and got for my answer, Slavery.
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Ave, slavery, wherever it has ite home, blasts like
the mildew, paralyses like the palsy, kills hike the
plague,  But slavery ix dead. The bloody hand of
war, striking down the slave holders’ rebellion, struck
down alse slavery.,  And the country, the whole
conntry, I vl tor the llt'\‘t'lnpllll'llt, ll}‘ free, l'“i'l'
joytul Iabor, of her unparalleled and magnifizent e
sources,  Standing in this day, as in a gate-way, and
looking torward into the future, east and west, north
and south, over the domain of (his regenerated Re
public, trom the Atlantie to the Pactfie, trom the
Lakes to the Gulfy @ vision of beauty, prospenty,
wealth, power, intelligence, happiness, rises betore
e such as the sun shines apon nowhere else in the
workl,  Such as is possible, perhaps, only here, and
in these conditions i all the world. I seeat, ] he
lieve it. | have faith to believe it both possible and
tirue,

But what of our duties! They are many. |
will speak of” hut two; hoth so obvious and so great
that I dare not pass them by, and also so comprehen-
sive that they include o multitude of others.

One of these i3, to seek to attain to some true
apprehension of our position and responsibilities as
citizens of this regenerated Christian nation, [ am
not consetous of anv  inclination to van-glortous
hoasting concerning this thing, or any disposition to
magnify the Republiec above what she s, But ax |
see her, she occupies the proudest and most command-

ing position of any nation in the world, and has in
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her possession, to he dispensed, more gifts and bless.
inges than all the combined Christian nations of the
carth,  In these respects she stands alone in the midse
ot the nations as the almoner of God's great bounty,
in things temporal and things spivitual. 1 know ef
nothing, ean coneetve nothing, that man ean have
to use, tor himselt, tor others, for God, that he ny
not have here. Home, position, edueation, influence,
relicton s every door to every voad thing, to every
hest thing, stands wide open. And we, the eitizens
of the Republie, are the possessors, and must be the
conservatom and llcrlwtuntum of these tllillgﬂ. N
we see this? Do we feelit? Do we agpreciate it ?
Time was, more than two thousand years ago, in
Palestine, when the Jew, in a restricted sense, stood
toward all the rest ot the world where we stand now,
Did he understand his position? - Perhaps not. Was
he taithtul ¢ Perhaps not.  But shall not we under-
staned, and be tamthtul ¢ 1 Jove my country, and | see
such a tuture betore her, it her children are wise,
taithiul and Goddearing, as makes me well nigh sick
with mtense joy.

The other 1s, to deal justly by the people whom
(el has brought out of bondage.  The cause of the
oppressed 1s Gud's eause, always, aud everywhere.
[t at thns time we would have God on our side, we
must be on the side of these for whom He has bared
His richt arm. They are His echildren—1lis, hecause
He s the common Father of all men, and His, he
cause an unusually large portion of them are of the
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redeemed by Jesus Christ, When it was darkest
with us durieg our feartul struwwele, they had light
always in their dwellings,  When we handly knew
where to look for help, thete faith had Lold of the
arm that rales the world,  And T cannot doubt that
our trinmph was largely due to the taith and prayers
of those who were ever true as steel to us, and who
trusterl God with the unquestioning trust of' a child
in it father.  And vou will remember how God held
us back from victory, and chastened us, and demanded
of us sacrtfice atter sacnfice, till we were willing to

™

say, “The enslaved shall be free”  But we must do
more than this.  We must do for them and give to
them all that is ineluded in beind freemen in such a
Republie. T know they are degraded. [know they are
ignorant. I know them asthev arve from actual contact
and assoetation with them. But I know, also, that they
are true, honest,taithful,eapable, and that every breath
they breathe s instinet with the very spirit of our re-
publican institutions,  Can we stawd in doubt of such
men?  Can we be unjust tosuch men ! Betore God,
no. We must take them by the hand, and hft them

up, and lead themon, and ¢ive them whatever we
clatin of right for vurselves.  Till we du this we our-
selves are slaves, to caste, to color, to prejudice, as tive
years ago we were slaves to slavery itself. These tour
millions of colored people are not, as a whole, more iy-
norant or degraded than were the two mililons of
Hebrews who tollowed Moses out of Egypt into the
desert, and they are tar more docile and tractable,
and far less opinionated :.nd rebellious ; but they, by
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the exercise of freedom, bevame worthy to he free.
men, Fhese are worthy now, have made tull proof
of their worthiness by uncommon sagaeity, untlinel-
iy fidelity, amd unsurpassed hravery, It g their
right, then, to be prut in pumw&-iinn of all thewr
rights as freemen; and we cannot deny them thas
without  tramphng  upon  the  fundamental prin
l'il'll'H of the Rf'pll!ulitr and of the (;H?-IIH"I of Jdesus

Christ.



