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“0Of the Chureh Session.”

and the Work and the Agencies of
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LIT. The Rewards of the Office of Ruling Elder.

" The Ruling Elder

According to the Bible

Take heed therefore into yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood. - . ‘

He that ruleth, with diligence.

A bishop-thgn must be blameless, the hus-

"band of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good be- .

havior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; not
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy
luere; but patient, not & hrawler, not covetous;
one that ruleth well his own house, having his
children in subjection with all gravity; (for if
& man know not how to rule hig own house, how
shall he take care of the church of God?) not
a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the devil.  Moreover
he must have a good report of them which are
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare
of the devil, '

For this cause left T thee [Titus] in Crete,
that thdu shouldest set in order the things
that are wanting, and ordain elders in every
city, as I had appointed thee: if any be blame-
less, the husband of one wife, having faithful

.children not accused of riot or unruly. For

a bishop must be blameless, as the steward
of God;not seifwilled, not soon angry, not given




to ‘wine, no striler, not given to filthy lucre;
but a lover of hogpitality, a lover of good men,

sober, just, holy, temperate; holding fast the

faithful word as he hath been taught, that he
may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort
and convince the gainsayers. :

The elders which are among you I exhort,
who am also an elder, and a witness of the
sufferings of Chrigt, and also a partaker of the
glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock
of God which ig among you, taking the over-
sight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly;
not for filthy lucre, but of aveady mind; neither
a8 being lords over God’s heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock. And when the chief
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall veceive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away.

Let the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honor.

Ye know that they which are acecunted to
rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over
them; and their great oneg exercise anthority
upon them. But so shall it not be among you:
but whosoever will be great among you, shall
be your minister [servant]: and whosoever of
yvou will be the chiefest, shall he sexvant of all,
For even the Son of man same nct to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and to give his life
a ransom for many.

—The Bible: Acts 20:28; Remans 12:§;
I Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:5-9; I
Peter 5:1-4; T Timothy 5:17; Mark
-10:42-45.

Elders That Rule Well

I. Tue Nature or THE OFFICE

* Where did this office come from? How does
a man come t0 be a ruling elder? It is not
enough to say that he is elected by the chureh
of which he is a member, and that he is ordained
by hig church session. The truth goes deeper.

1. Appointed by God. Paul reminded the
clders of Ephesua that they had been appointed
over the ehurch by the Holy Ghost. The
church ‘was the church of Ged, and they were
the elders of God’s owh choice and appointrnent.
What was true of the elders who met Paul at
Miletus is equally true of elders today. It
humbles & man and also steadies him, if he can
realize that he is chosen and appointed by
Almighty God to serve a church which is God’s
church. He may be thrilled if he can realize
also that the resources of God are his to use in
this service: the love of God, the patience of
God, the wisdom of (Glod, the zeal of God—
these and all ather resources of Gtod are at his
disposal, and he needs them if he is to rule
well. '

2. Elected by the People. But it is no less

- true that ruling elders are elected by the peo-

ple. The pecple are God’s agents. Through
their votes God expresses His choice and ealls
men to serve as ruling elders. This call is also
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expressed to the man himself through a definite
convigtion of duty. If, then; the people are
God’s agents in the important matter of select~
‘ing ruling elders, how careful and serious and

. "conscientious the people sheuld. be! Such

reasong for voting as pdpularity or wealth or
‘prestige or family eonnection look wery small
'and thin in the sight of God. The people must
needs be taught and must rigidly hold them-
‘selves bound to lcok at these things as God
looks at them, and God's views are clearly set
forth in the passages quoted from the Bible
under the heading, ““The Ruling Elder,” at the
begirning of this booklet,

* And when the ruling elder has been elected
“by the people and has the conviction that it

is his duty to serve, he is solemnly set apart .

publicly through ordination by his fellow elders,

" -who act jeintly as the agents of the people an

the agents of God. :

3. Ruling. Jesus said that the common idea
of ruling was in His day just the oppesite of
Hia idea. He cautioned the disciples about
thig and taught them elearly that ruling was
serving. So today in the church we follow
Jesug’ idea of ruling. A church office is a
chureh trust. A church officer is a church
servant. One who rules well is one who serves
well. He grows as a ruler just as he growe as
a servant, and becomes great as a ruler when
he ecan serve a- great number of people and
gerve them greatly. Jesus iz our ruler. The
elder who would rule well should look to Jesus
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for his ideal. What Jesus did, the elder is to
-do, go far as is humanly possible. As Jesus did,
so the elder is to do. Thus will he become an

elderthat rules well. Sohe becomes aprovider,
protector, restrainer, teacher, guide, example,
to the people of his ehurch. All this and muclh
more is mearnt by ruling as used of the elder.-

4. Names. The Bible is instructive in the
words it uses, and nowhere are these words
more interesting and instructive than in the
names by which this oificer is called. Tliree
words are used. :

Presbyler or Elder. He is called a presbyter,
and this Greek word is exuctly translated
elder. At first it referred to age or length of
days, including all the wisdom and pmdenéo
ard respect and commeon sense and piety and
faith and character that should aceompany age,
and often do accompany age, but not always.
But these qualities are often found in high
degree in men who have not attained great age,
and so an elder need not be a man of long lile,
but he must have these steady and dependable

marks of ftness for serviee if he is whnt_th(."

Bible ealls an elder.

" Bishop or Overseer. He 1s also called a
bishop, and this Greek word is. accurately
translated overseer. In the case of presbyter

the Greek word has come over into the English’

and is freely used alongside of its translation,
elder; but we rarely use overseer in referring
to an elder, and even the word bishop, which
is the Greek word come over into Ingligh with
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alight change, is now used mostly with a differ-
ent meaning. To ecall an elder a bighop is
usually to imply that he is getting to be a sort
of hoss. But it is mot to be forgotten that
elders are bishops in the Bible meaning of

bishop, and this word hag.much toteach about

the nature of the office of elder. Tn fruth it
comes nearer to the meaning of the office than
elder. Elder refers more particularly to the

- officer and his character and qualifications.

Bishop refers to his work. The bishop is one
who looks over the people and all that touches
their life. He is the watchman. ““He that
keepeth Tsrael shall neither slumber nor sleep.”
So we read in the Psalms with reference fo God.

In a real sense the elder or bishop represents’

God, and he must be like God. He must wateh
the pecple and he must wateh the enemies
of the people. The lions and bears and mad
dogs of sin are at lavge seeking the destruction
of God’s people. It may also be implied in
this word bishop that he who is a good hishop
should not only see but also warn, and not only
see and warn, but alse run to the help of, and
call others to the help of, those who are in
danger, whether the danger arise from their
own heedlessness or from somecne who secks
to harm them. But it is well to keep close to

" the first meaning of the word and to realize

that the Bible in ecalling this officer a bishop
is ‘telling him that he is tc be a watcher, a

“locker; in other words, ke is to be informed

thoroughly about his people. He must know
them by name and by nature, by oecupation and
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by circumstences, by families and by indi-
viduals, in successes and in failures, in weakness
and in strength, in hopes and aims and tempta-
tions. He may not know the number of the
hairs on their heads; but it would do him ue
harm if he did know. However, important as
it is for him to know the people in the cuter
things of their lives, it is more important to

know them in the inner things of their lives, to

know their souls. - There is nothing more
trenf'endously significant than those things in
the office of elder which are included in the
meaning of the word bishap. '

" Shepherd or Pastor. He is calied a shepherd.
The word itself is not used of the elder, but ke
is told to do the work of a shepherd and Peter
calls Chrigt the chief Shepherd in a passage
clearly implying that elders are shepherds
under Chrigt. It is hard for us to think into
the word shepherd all it means, We are mostly
ignorant of sheep and shepherds. Even when
we do kncw sheep and shepherds, the conditions
aof sheep-growing and shepherd life and work in
our country are so different from what they are
in the lands where the Bible was written, that
the shepherd we know may not be o shepherd
at all in the Bible sense of the word. Shepherd
is a great word in the Bible, both in the Old
Testament and in the New Testament. If we
fix attention on one or two familiar passages,

_we need not be at any loss to understand the

nature of the office of elder when he is called a
shepherd. What God is in the Twenty-third
Psalm, in all His love and protection and pains-
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taking and providential careof His psople, that
the shepherd elder is to be in his relation to his
people, so far as he can. And he is not to
exeuse himself from trying to do his duty. be-
cause the ideal is so high. What Jesns ia in the
tenth chapter of John's Gospel and in the
fifteentl: chapter of Luke, as He calls His own
sheep hy name and leads them out, and meets
the wolf and leaves the ninety and nine while
He goes after the one that is lost, and even
as He gives His life for the sheep—that the
good shepherd elder is to be.-to his flock. A
-thinking man grows dizzy as he looks to the
heights of this ideal, but a true mar who allows
himself to be put in the office. of elder dare not
let his gaze rest on any point short of these
heiphts, nor can he be satisfied with any life
short of a ceaseless struggle to attein them.

5. Limitationand Joint Rule. Tt is worth while,

perhaps, to note that the ruling elder may not ~

officially preach and pronounce the apostolic
henediction and administer the sacraments of

baptism and the Lord's Supper. . These indi- -

vidual functions belong to the teaching elder or
nminister. i

It should also be earefully remembered that
the office of ruling elder is a shared office and
the authority of the office is o shared authority.
There ought not to be any church with only
one ruling elder, and when in the providence of

God the number of ruling elders in any chureh’

is reduced to only one, the church should take
steps to elect additionsal elders just as socn as
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possible;"and the sole elder sheuld be exceed-
ingly eareful in executing the dutbies of his office
lest he blunder into actions that he might have
been saved from through the counsel and advice
of fellow elders in the church session. The
ruling elder is not an auteerat,

6. Summary. The office of ruling elder, then,
is established by God in His own church, and
through the election by the peaple and the
ordination by the session God -selects and ap-.
points the men whom He wounld have to bear
rule in Hig church. Elders rule in the sense of

ruling as understood and taught by Christ,

where the primary purpose is service, and where
greatness is achieved through greatly helping
the most people possible; the elder or preshyter
is a man of character who by hig common sense
and faith in God and daily religious life wins
the respect and confidence of the people in his

- own church and also of the people in his com-

munity; he is & bishop in the original meaning
of the word and watches as one who is to give
ageount of his work to God; he is a shepherd
who takes heed to his floeck with the Good
Shepherd as his example, expesting some day
to meet the Chief Shepherd unashamed; he

~studies to keep inside hHis own field of service

and to work in harmeny and mutual love and
effort with his fellow elders in the church
session; and he serves without pay, the “double
honor’” of which he who rules well i3 counted
worthy being expressed in ssteem and apprecia-
tion and not in monev.
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II. Tue Duties or e OFFICE

. Naturally there is elose relation between
what a man is and what he does. And s0 what
an office iz determines what the officer who
fills that office does. This holds true of the
office of ruling elder. His duties rfay be put
into three general classes: Those he owes to
himself; those he owes to his people in the
chureh where he is an elder; and those he owes
to the Church at large. ‘

A. Duties to Himself

Over the entrance to an anelent temple was
the inscription; ‘“Know Thyself.”” In Shake-
speare’s Hamlet, Polonius counselled Laertes,
“This above all: to thine own self be true.”’
The Apostle Paul by the Holy Ghost ad-

- monished Timothy, his son in the faith, “Study

to show thyself approved unte God'’; and
likewise Paul urged the elders of Ephesus,
“Pale heed unto yourselves.” This advies,
50 fundamentally needed as shown by the ex-
perience of the human race, and stamped with
the full approval of God, is to be most carefully
heeded by the ruling elder. The casting of
votes by a chureh congregation camnot give
him either brains or character. The laying on
of hands and prayer on the part of his session
cannot give him salvation or that love of men
and women and little children which he needs
if he is to rule well. God will not hand over to
him such an experimental knowledge of the
principles of the Bible as he must Lave if he

[147]
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is to teach these principles to others. Pre-

-gumably God has given him certain so-called

natural endowments,-and he must use these
himself day by day. He cannot have the con-
fidence and affection of his people unless he has
lived and continues to Live as their every-day
friend. He cannot have a good name among all
the people of his commumity, including those
outside the church, unless he has lived before
them a just and generous and upright and
friendly life. He cannot know the Word of God
50 as o be apt to teach it, unless he has the
living habit of laying that Word up in his

" heart and practising it in his life. - He cannot

lay hold on the rescurces of God for use in his
work as elder unless he hag practiced the pres-
ence of God and repgularly called en God In

prayer. All this and much more is as true and

simple as A B C. Bo there are duties cf an
elder to himself which he must have been per-
forming before he is fit to be made an elder,
and whieh he must continue to perform with
increasing faithfulness to keep himself fit.

1. The ruling elder owes it as a duty to himsell
to cultivate real religion. Evervbody knows the
difference between real religion and unreal re-
ligion. Not everybody agrees about just what
goes to make up real religion. But perhaps

- there would be more or less agreement on two

things that ought to be in a religion entitled
to be called real.

One is 8 reasonable measure of &elf-control.
Note that it is said, “a rensonable measure.”’
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"No one is perfect in seli-control, just 28 no oné’
/is perfect in other matters. But the man who -
" has real religion ought to be able to say to him-

self, ““You must not do these things because for
various reasons I think they hinder my own
religious life and my religious influence on my

acquaintance’’; and to say this so as to com-
‘mand his own attention and his own obedience.
‘There is a more important side to self-control,
‘however, than simply leaving undone the
things that ought not to be done. A man with

real religion cught to be able to say to himself,

““You must do such and such things beeause I
" know they ought to be dene’’; and to say this
50 a8 to secure his own cbedience. How often.

it 1s heard from this persen or that, I lkmow I
ought to do this, but . .. .,”" and then various
supposed reagons are given why a man excuses

himgelf from doing what he admits to be his -

duty! The real trouble is lack of that self-
control which would make him able to do what.
he knows he ought to do.

Another thing in real religion is an active
zeal and interest in religious things. Religious
work tales time. A man with real religion is
willing and glad to spend some of his time in
the doing of religious work. He will not say

when asked to take partin thiswork, “Thaven’t

time.”” The writer once knew a ruling elder
who was always ready to give of his time to
religious things. Ore day it came out inciden-

tally in sonversation that this man tithed his

time, and in this way he had time to give.

[167

Religious work fakes bralns. A tnah with real

religion is willing to spend some of his brain

power for God's work. Religious work takes
money. A man with real religion is willing to
give of his money to get the work done. Re-
ligious work takes prayer. A man with real
religion is ready to wear holes in the knees of
his bresches and o burn up some of his nervous
energy for the work he knows is near to the
heart of God.

2. The ruling elder owes it as a duty to himself"

to acquire and keep a good reputation in his
community. He ought to be a man of dignity
and prudence. He ought to be aman of basiness
uprightness and integrity, just, straight, clean,
open, fair in all business desalings and relation-
ships, his word just ag goed as his bond. He
ought to be genercus snough so that all will

know he is master of his possessions and money

and not their servant. He ought t6 maintain
family religion and rule his own household well,
not as their boss with & big stick in his hand,

- hut as their provider, protector, teacher,

friend. He ought to be intelligently informed
about his office as elder, about the Bible, about

. the Church and the work of the Chureh, about

Lhow God deals with the souls and conseiences

of men. He ought to know how to adapt him-

self to others so that he could say truthfully
with the Apostle Paul: “For though I was free
from all men, I brought myself under bondage
to all, that I might gain the more. And to the
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain
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Jews: to them that aie under the law, as under

" the law, not being myself under the law, that

I might gain them that are under the law; to
themn that ave without law, as without law, not
being without law fc God, but under law to
Chrigt,that I might gain them that are without
law. To the weak I became weak, that Tmight
gain the weal: I am become all things o all
men, that I may by all means save some. And
I do all things for the gospel’s sake, that I may
be a joint parfaker thereof.”” - {I Corinthians
9:19-23, A. 8. V.}

B. Duties to His Own People

No atternpt is made to give a complete list
of these duties, and the things mentioned are
principles rather than rules in detail. A real
man wants to think out his own rules of action

in aceord with great principles of truth.

1. To inform himself zbout his people. He
wants to know the facts and all the facts, so
far as possible, about the Life of his people and
his community. If eenters of evil are sapping

. the moral life of the community, the ruling slder

ought to lmow it. I the civil authorities are
trying to put down the forces of evil, the ruling
elder ought to know it. He ought especially to
know the conditions of life under which his own
church people live—their problems, disap-
pointments, hopes, fears, temptations, failures,
successes. He ought particularly to know the
people, and especially. the children, by name. ‘
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2. To help his people. He iz their teacher
and he ought to teach. He is their guide and
he ought to guide. He is their defender and he
ought to defend, Heistheir friend and he ought

to sympathize. He ought to visit and he ought

to pray for his people and with them. He owes
special duties to the siek and to the shut-in.

3. To maintain religions weorship. He ought
to see that the church property is adequate and

‘well equipped for its purpose and comfortable

and convenient. = He ought to protect the
church property against improper uses and see
that it is awvailable for all the preper uses to
whicl it can be put. He ought to make pro-
vision for all the regular services of the church,
and see that there are preachers and teachers
and musicians and singers to do what is needed.

He ought to be present at ali the services,

especially Sunday school and prayer meeting,
imless God keeps him away.

. 4. To control the members of his church. He
receives members into the church. He dis-
misses them to another church. He disciplines
them when they need it, so far as he can by
friendly conference and counse! and warning
and pleading and prayer, and in some cases he
deals with them jointly with the other elders.
He should see that parents give their children
the rights and privileges that are their due.

5. To care for the young people. If there is

“one duty more important than any other or

perhaps than all others, it is this. Here are
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the future church members, the future church
officers. These young people are bundles of
energy and they need to-lsarn how to control
it for wise uses. Who but the elders are re-
sponsible for this? Who is to spealk a word
calling attention to better education and to the
ways of getting it, to the need for ministers and
missionaries, and the gualifications necessary
for those who go into this work? Who is to see
that these young people are taught line upon

- ling, line upon line, precept upon precept, here

a little, there a little? Who but God’s own ap-
pointed man, the ruling elder? He can't do it
all but he can work through others and see that
it is done.

6. To promote church benevolence. The
church needs a lot of money to-do its work.
This money must nearly all come from the free-
will gifts of the people. If the work is to go on

‘without hindrance there will be need of more

and move money.: If this money is to be forth-
coming, the people of the church must not only
multiply in number but must grow in the grace
of giving. The ruling elder ought to lead in
giving, and in informing the people and teaching
them to give.

7. To conneet pastor and people. The ruling
alder stands in a special relation between pastor
and people. He ought to refrain from criticizing
the pastor. He cught to be thia pastor’s special
friepd. He should correct wrong impressions
the psople have and report to the pastor facts

- e needs to know. He ought to live what the
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pastor preaches. Thus he reflects from the
pastor to the people and reports from the people
to the pastor. He should be first to know who
are sick and who are asking the way of life, and
should report these faects to the pastor. He
should sense the need for a revivel of religion
and report the signs that determine the time to
hegin special effort. He is the pastor’s coun-
sellor and as such is an agent of God.

8. To be a shepherd to his people. This duty
covers all that have been mentioned and more;
Dir. Charles E. Jefferson, in his book The Min-
ister as a Shepherd, analyzes the work of a
shepherd into seven activities, as follows:

(1) The shepherd watches the sheep.
(2) The shepherd guards the sheep.
{3} The shepherd guides the shesp.
{4) The shepherd heals the sheep.
{5) The shepherd rescues the sheep.
(8) The shepherd feeds the sheep.
{7} The shepherd loves the sheep.

Suppose we exchange words and see how this
applies to the ruling elder:

1) The ruling elder watches the people.
{(2) The ruling elder guards the people.
3} The ruling elder guides the people.

) The ruling elder heals the people.
(5) The ruling elder rescues the people.
(6} The ruling elder feeds the people.
(7} The ruling elder loves the pecple.

S0 we may sum up all the duties of the
{211




ruling elder in one; namely, to be a faithful
shepherd to the flock over which God has
appointed him.

" Twery chureh session might well include in
its plans some definite form of training to in-

. form newly elected elders and to inciteall elders

to strive for excellence in knowing and doing
their duty.

C. Duties to the Church at Large

Each church session sends a ruling elder to
the mestings of Presbytery and to the meetings
of Synod. Presbytery sends ruling elders to

“the Clenera! Assembly. Bo it comes about that

every ruling elder has duties to the church at
large as well as to the people of his own congre-
gation.

i. Tt is the duty of the ruling elder to inform
himself abont the things the. Church believes
and about the work the Church does and about
the agencies through which the Church does its
work. How else can he be an intelligent and
faithful member of the Presbytery or Synod or
Creneral Assembly? A Church paper and the
Presbyterian Survey should come regularly te
his home and be carefully and systematically
read by him. He should think through honestly
and painstakingly the problems &f the Church.
He should pray earnestly for all the enterprises
of the Church. And he should support the in-

stitutions of the Church,

" 5 ftis the duty of the ruling elder to be a real
[22]

mexmber of the church courts to which he is sent.
He ought to ge when he is appointed and not
excuse himself and let some one member of the
church session go practically every time as is
the custom in some churches. He ought to be
at the meeting on time and stay until it closes.

_He cught to be a real working member of any

committee on which he is appointed. If this
committee holds over hetween meefings. of
Presbytery or Synod or General Assembly he
ought still to be a real member of the com-
mittee. He ought to cultivate the ability to
work with others on committees and in chureh

courts, respecting their motives and sincerity -

and at the same time speaking out his own
opinions and convictions. To sum up, the rul-
ing elder in his relation to the ehurch courts
of which he is made a member, is in duty and
honer bound to be there, to stay there, to work,
and to work with others.

3. It is the duiy of the ruling elder to keep
the purity of the Church and to defend the truth.
This duty is in part discharged as a member
of the chureh courts, but it does not stop
there. Fvery ruling elder is bound as an indi-
vidual to use his utmost effort to see that the
Church is kept free from those opinions and
practices that would spoil her purity. His life,
his speech, his influence, and all that he is and
ean do must sount toward this result. And
he must stand up for the truth. Jesus said, “Ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall male

 youfree.”” What asplendidfact! But the truth
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. is often attacked and misrepresented and ob- .

seured. It is every man’s duty to defsnd the
truth, but this duty is especially binding on the
ruling elder. )

4. It is the duty of the ru}ing'eider to extend

‘the Kingdom of Ged throughout the-whole earth.

Here, too, the duty covers his work in the
church courts and in his own eongregation, but
Lbeyond these as a man and as an officer’in the

Church of God it is a binding duty of the ruling -

elder to see to it that God’s rule in the world
is increaged and spread abroad as far and as
fast as may be possible. It is not for him to sit
by and bemoan the fact that men forget and
ignore and disobey and defy God. It is his
business to work hard to change these things.
Jesus must be made King and the ruling elder
must help to make Him King. )

III. TeHe REwaRDS OF THE OFFICE

It is worth notice that the Bible does not
spealk of the office of ruling elder as being a
reward in itself. The people have no right to
use this office te reward a man of whom they
think well. The elders that rule well are to be
counted worthy of double honor. The rewards
of this office should and do come with and. after
work on the part of the ruling elder.

God is not afraid of rewards. The Bible is
full of references to rewards. It is perfectly
proper to think of the rewards that the ruling
elder may surely count on as coming to him in
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the faithful performance of the duties of his
office. . ' '

1. There is the reward of being helpful tq-_

people. The opportunities of helpfulness in this
office are numerous and great. And this help-
{ulnesg is in the deepest and highest things.of

JYife. God made man to be helpful te others

and there is no other reward that surpasses the
sense of satisfaction which comes to a man as
he realizes that he has been helping pecple.

2. There is the reward of friendship. God has
no finer gift than the gift of friendship. As the
ruling eider goes about the duties of his office
there comes to him the friendship of the people.
They love him as God’s servant and they love
him for his own sake, if he is faithful and de-
gerves their love, and he will deserve it if he
rules well. ‘ :

3. There is the reward of fellowship in service.

The joy and satisfaction that come to .a man

ag he serves with other menin a church sesgion

are great. And in the Preshytery, in the.

Synod, and in the General Assembly; this fel-
lowship in service riges higher and higher and
becomes more and more something to be prized
And when men have not only worked together
in the fine service of man and God but have seen
their work result in achievement, then comes
supreme joy and satisfaction.

4. There is the reward of the companionship
of Jesus. This is a'veal thing, though hard to
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describe in words. ‘Lo, I am with you al-
ways.”” My presence shall go with thee, and

T will give thee rest.’”” These sure words of

promise have been found true in the experience

of many of God’speople. None has proved their

precious truth more than God’s faithful servant,
the elder that rules well. All who will obey the
words of Jesus and do the service of Jesus may
claim the companionship of Jesus all the days,
and this is the crown of life on sarth and & bit
of heaver brought down ameng men. Ruling
elder, covet earnestly this reward.

1261

Why This Booklet Was Written

Tn & smali chureh with no pastor and only
one ruling elder, two more ruling- elders were
elected. They were good men with high re-
spect for duty, but they needed to know. The
minister who presided at their election felt a
strong desire to show them something of the
nature, the duties, and the rewards of the
office of ruling elder. There wasno timeto talk
with them. There was no printed matter in
hrief and clear form to put in their hands. So
he wrote them a letter. Out of the writing of
that letter this booklet has come.

Many elders are being elected every year.
They are good men. They want to know.
They will respect and obey the voice of duty.
But they need to know. This booklet may
come into their hands and help them to magnify
their office. by the wise understanding of its
nature, and to adorn their .ffiee by the loyal
doing of its duties, and ic rejoice in thewr office
by deserving and recsiving the double honor of
which those are worthy who rule well.

The bocklet may serve & purpose also for

"ruling elders who know all these things, if it

stir up their pure minds by way of remem-
brance, that they may be mindful of their office.
Rev. F. W. Phillips and Rev. F. P. Syden-
stricker, of Greenbrier Presbytery, have given
encouragement and helpful suggestions.
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“Of the Ruling Elder”

As there were in the Church, under the law,

Elders of the people for the government thereof,

0 in the gospel Church, Chkrist hag furnished
others besides the ministers of the Word with
gifts and commission to govern when called
thereunto, which officers are entitled Ruling
Elders.

- These Ruling Elders possess the same au-
thority and eligibility to office in the courts of
the Church as the Ministers of the Word, or
Teaching Blders. They should, moreover,
cultivate zealously their aptness to teach the
Bible and should improve every opportunity of
doing so, to the end that destitute places, mis-
sion points, and churehes without Pastors may
ke supplied with religious serviees.

- Those who fill this office ought to be blame-
less in life and sound in the faith; they shounld
be men of wisdom and discretion; and by the
holiress of their wallc and conversation should
be examples to the Aock. )

Ruling Elders, the immediate representatives
of the people, are chosen by them, that, in con-
junction with the Pastors or Ministers, they
may exercise government and discipline, and
take the oversight of the spiritual interests of
the particular church, and algo of the Church
generally, when called thereunto. I appertains
to their office, both severally and jointly, to
wateh diligently over the flock. commitied to
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their charge, that no corruption of doetrine or
. of morals enter therein. Bwvils which they can-

net corfeet by private admonition they should
bring to the notice of the Seasion. They should
visit the pecple at their homes, especially the
sicl; they should instruet the ignorant, ecmfort
the mourner, nourish and guard the chi]dren_of
the Church; and all those duties which private
Christians are bound.to discharge by the law.
of love dre especially incumbent upon them

- (Ruling Elders) by divine vocation, and are to

be discharged as official duties; they should
pray with and for the people; they sheuld he
careful and diligent in seeking the fruit of the

. preached Word among the Aock; and should in-

form the pastor of cases of sickness, affliction,
and awakening, and of all others which may
need his special attention.

—TrE Beok oF Cavrcr ORDER.
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«Of the Church Session”

‘The Bession is charged with majntaining the
spiritual goverpment of the chureh, for which
purpose it has power to inquire into the knowl-
edge, principles, and Christian conduct of the
church members under its care; to censure those
found delinguent; to see that parents do not
negleot to present their children for baptism;
to receive merfnbers into the communion of the
Church; to grant letters of dismission to other
churches, which, when given to parents, shall

abways include the names of their baptized

children; to examine, ordain, and install Ruling
Elders and Deaccns on their election by the
church, and to require these officers to devote
themselves to their work; to. examine the
records of the proceedings of the Deacons; to
establish and control Sabbath schools and Bible
classes, with special veference to the ehildren
of the church; to order collections for Christian’
purposes; to take the oversight of the singing
in the publie worship of God; to assemble the
people for worship when there is no minister;
to concert the best measures for promoting the
spiritual interests of the Church and of the
congregation; to observe and earry out the Inw-
ful injunctions of the higher (church) courts;
and to appoint representatives to the Presby-
tery and the Synod, who shall, on their return,

"make report of their diligence. All organiza-

tiong within the local church shall be subject to
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the review and control of the Session. Each
organization shall, if requested, render stated
reports to the Session.

The Session shall hold stated meetings at
least quarterly. Moreover, the Pastor has

powsy to convene the Session when he may

judge it requisite; and he shall always convene
it when requested to do so by any two of the

Ruling Blders; and when there is no Pastor, it

may be convened by two Ruling Elders. The
Session shall also convene when duected so to
do by the Preshytery.

Every Session shall keep an accurate record
of its proceedings, which record shall be at least
once in every yvear submitted to the inspecpion

“of the Presbytery.

Every Session shall keep an accurate record
of baptisms, of those admitted to the Lord's
table, of non-communing mermbers, and of the
deaths and dismissions of church members.

Meetings of the Session shall mdmarily he
opened and closed with prayer.

—Tge Boox or Caurcr ORDER.
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