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"QALVATION

FOR ALL. A

M E N,

Put out of ALL DISPU T E."

By TIMOZ’HT 4L LEN

A.M, &V D.M Gunulle, Maﬂ'aeln‘etto.

* Did I not believe abfolute Prcdemnatbu I could not
%:'believe a Providence ; for it would be moft abfurd to
. fup fe, that a Bemg of infinite Wifdora could 2&
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% another Name.”
King WILLIAM's Ant. s Kifls BURNET,

Topl.oched.p 11, .-

¢ Si non credu, m ﬁbl paﬁw QE C'bﬁﬂu. ‘Ambrofe.

My Counfel fhall ftand, and I will do all my Pleafure.”,
lfaxah XLVI. 1o,
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The Reader is delired to corredt the following Efeapes

Page. Line.
Y 3 19¢
dn. z:.
Ao o
do. 19.
S. 6.
do. 2.:0
. :o >
& 6
do. % fm. dot,
9. 26,
10. .
:3. 6. fm- boto
15, Y
do. 12. fm. bot,
_do. 2. fm. bot.
16. 20, and t1.
do. B $. fmo bot.
doo 4 fm. boto
170 12,
dOp 13,
do. Ig.
do. 8. fm. bot.
18, 17. fm. bot.
do. 8. &s. £ b.
do. 3. fmc bot.
20, 19. .
do. 9. fm. bot, \
do. 2. fm. bot,
do, ’o’fmo htn
2‘0 ",
‘age 7.
z:. 11, fm. bot,
M. 10, fm. bot,
23, 16.
29. 22,
0. 13- fm. Dot.
33. 6.
R 34. ;c \
Do .
?lov. 4. fm, Dbat.
e L ‘[’39 .
1
D S-S PV
2

of the Prefs, viz.

read
finful laffitude,
a colon, ‘after prefaces
lift up a fandard.
world are ¢come.
grofs error.
2nd fo tend, ..
‘has wrefted.
numerous avocations.
evéry high conceit.,
ufed even. .
fenfe of th= text in queftion.
femicolon, aftec God.
the whole context.
text is footerr.
Sesirums obferves in his evan, Exet.
we believe. L
world is Kefmes,
Critic. Sac.

_ it means only,

it.s ufed with,

peri 0oq, =
exprefsly excludes himlelf.
will keep thee.
wondered.

then, by drawing,

in this text. .
things in heaven. .
asa Kepbelaiojafibai, |
Zancay,

Beza,

fo that as all,

afd Cruamige,

Cedex Fatidicus

fignify ablolute,

alla snecher,

in eterme fure

#ir ton Topen, )
Chafma afierigmenon,
on the fuppofition.
itise )
indicative of the fame.
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* able Dr, Mather. “Alfoa printed letter to the do&tor
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EPISTLE
To all fuch Reiders as are not {o far poffefled by the
ftupifying Do&trine, of SALTATION. FOR ALL MEN,
" as to be quite infenfible of the Nature and Linportance
of SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE. | ‘ :

HE Author of the following Tra@, has lately feen an -
4  anonymous pamﬂhlet, ernntled, SALVATION FQR "
'y

ALL MEN. In which, though the author kept himfelf be-
hind the curtain;, he ventured toname feveral of his favorite
authors, and of them he gives great affurance to the public

that they were fkilful demagogues, and worthy of undoubte

confidence. And we muft be very fceptical if we don’t confi-
der this publifber, as their cordial devotee. He had alfo feen
a ferious anfwer to thatnamelefs pamphlet,done by the ve}x:‘exl-\
in whick
the author appears to difplay mimszrr, The author of- this
piece has alfo been favored with another reEly to the above
name lefs pamphlet ; filed THE DOCTRINE OF FUTURE
PUNISHMENT ILLUSTRATED. And was agreeably fti»
mulated by its kind, but juft reproof of ¢¢ finful latitude, and
fpiritual fleep.” p..4. Preface addrefled tosall who fee grofs
attacks ‘made on the revealed fyftem, profefs honor for it,
and yet with Meroz of old, come not foith to the help of the
Lord, againft the mighty. For though nothing great, has
been exhibited in the laft attack, except the unbelief, and
daring front, which it indicates. Yet s all oppofition to
the bible, is pauonized by the prince of darknefs; fo it be-
comes all who difavow his dominion, to take the alarm,
and ‘beat to arms. The leadeérs of this attack boaft of an-
tiquity ; yet they feem cautious of the true original, which
we have from authority yuite indifputable. Gen. iii. 4, in

" thefe words ““ ye fhall not furely die.’”” They boaft alfo of

the number and importance of their abettors; but they do
not care to fpeak out, and fay ** our name is Legion.” #nd

. yet all who tremble at the woid of the Lord, confider

them as a&ting the legionary part, and executing the im-
ort of that early delufion: no, no, * ye fhall net furely die.”
ut all may be admonithed, ' that this flattery, is not lefs

maligent, for making its appearance again, at fo late a

period: nor its circumvention, lefs certain ; or iis tragical -

tendency lefs tremendous in its nature, than at firft. But the
reigning Lord of the world, has pleged himfelf  to bruife
the ferpents head. And he never f{uffers this firft oppofe:.
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- IV Epifils to the Reader.
o his defigna, and corruptor of his truth to prevail, an
fiﬁh:t th',a:n he beth: k;::lps how, and is inflexibly Jetelz-
pined, te terminate in the accomplifhment of his purpofe.
nt in defiance of all oppefition, * he will do al} his alea-
fure, apd qothini fhall ftdy his hand.” ' Yea, though * the
enemy come in like a flood,” he will lift up 2 hundred 2-
ainf him. Ifaia lin. 19. Thie therefara gives fRrang cop-
gﬂa’tion to ail whe tremblo for the ark of , at this day.
He knew the council of the Syriams in_ their bed-cham-
ber. He heard the reproachful wards of Semacuzurs, a-
gainht the living Ged. ~ And he dares.all oppefition fill,
when he fays ‘“aflosiate youtfelves, O ye rcople, and yeo
fhall be broken in pieces; and 53:0 ear, all ye of far couns
trieg: gird yourfelves, and ye Thall be hrokenm in pieces;
ird yourfelves, and ye fhall be broken in 2. Take
géuheﬂ‘ and it Thall come %o nought; fgeah the werd, and
it thell mat fand: for God is with us.” Ifaia viii 9, 10,
Now all thefe things are written forour admionition,
whom the ends of the world ace 10 come. 1. Cos. ¥.12. x:d
there are mighty fwafives to induee all, who with pwpole of
Naart chufe te ferve the Lord,and te whom hig werd is precions,
to attend to it, oanfde in it, and do it ummfual honaee, in
this day of rebyke and blafphemy: viz.
_ 3. When the words of magy in Maracay’s tipe, were
floyt gg}iq& the Lord: and t ei frood “ﬁl their vindica-
tiop, iofitiag on it, that they have reaftm ta alledge 3-
%dwm ordinations; andscounted the proud who did
ﬁ: he. happy man; apd even celebrated and extolled thofe
who boldly wrought wickednafs, and tempted, God. Mal.
Yi. 13, 14, 35. Even then, thefe who feated the Lond,
did openly fpeak, appear, and 2@ v teftimony for him,
And it pleafed the Lord, he bearkened and heard their
.w_fhmomk and kept 3 xial thergof ip. their faveur,
- ia bay book of remenbrence. V. 16, .
. 2. He will render %0 every mam wtording ® his desda:
¥ vbah.ukan,wgammgb% eatl, enert
‘“@ﬁ."#m?k%*t honax and: glery é«\, ‘aad i -
. ma3maaig Rl o kix holy watds. be will, rendes o
“tetmak hife.” Which to all wha costentnuly oppele: bis ro-
mle&na.%qdwu.aé- "._.ﬁdnm olvay: *ha: trush.;. bup
‘E lm. » P. ¥ ‘“‘“}m‘nﬁb " w& ": wm
o and: praftice, cepya . the. Wil vt o B o>
. - Iy




Epiftle to the Reader, - v

ly word : to every foul of them © he will resider indigmae
t{on and wrath, tribulation and anguith.” Rom, il 6pgs
" 3o Another motive on all fuck as dearly love God’s law,
to efpoufe its quarrel, in fuch a day of infult upen it; 2¢
. we now behold is; there is a2 naturat conne&ion ammg he~
refies; one grafs war induees many: and when the fidode
gate is drawn, if it is not fpeedily fhut down, an inundati-
on may follow. The perfett canmeftion #nd uniformity of .
the divine fyfRem is fuch, that am avewed o iort to one
branch of it, infers a fironz neceffity of demying ait tke
reft. But seme rm fir pefimns. Heriticks don’r arrive ot
their full growth enly. The fhocking herefy of yhitd%y', :
begun without any fenfible deviztion from the fruth'at God ¢
viz. In avowing the grace of falvation, to Be ** free grace.”
Which is the doltrine of God. But the ringleader of fzlf-
hood always did, and always wifl employ his {abtiky ard-
power to mpgef;, ar corrupe the purity of this doftrine ; he’
welt knew, if he could induce his emiffaries to avow, and
maintain the notion of falvation for all men, and pet it
to the account of “free grace;™ it would bBe a cotruption
of that doftrine, and fo fand to its finak fuppreffiorr. Both
as it muft imro&lce various ather errore, of the fame fen-: |
dency ; and as its nature, being wnfupportzbie fromr the
fetiptures, is to difcredit, and fo ta extirpate thet radicaf
inciple of Chriftiunity. The doltrine of free grace, fr
juftificagion, and {alvation of finmers, according tv.the
bible, is the eye-fore of hell, as well z# the objet of en-
mity to. all wicked hearts. There isan affential difference
between the free grace of the bibie, and' the univerfal-
ace, now proclaimed. The fonmer fuppofeth moraf ruin ;
the Yatter, Auman exiftence. The former proceeds on the
merit of attensment, according t the Istter of tive Bible;:
“the Iatter on fuch a8 mren. pleaf® to forit. The fore
mer really makes new credtures; - the: Iatter has the word
of men to make Bappy ones. The former it by God' him-:
folf reffrained, to the feed of Aeeamanm; the latrer, in defiv
. ance of the word of God, is extended tb all the feed of
fallen Apaxw. The former powerfully: cultivates the fear off
God, andtrue: Rolihefs; the lutter evades Both, and invites
all' ficenciouses o
Befides, Thisdo@rihe of univerful falvation, neceffarify:
exchrdes that moft: merciful do@rine: of gracious ele@riow;:
which-iseflentisily neceffary to- the certainty of faivation for
: . ‘any
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VI : Epiftle to the Reader.

_any.at all; " For if falvdtion is certain to any, it muft: be:
in confequence of an unfruftrable gurpofe in Gud. And this,’
to fuch-as cant deferve it, muft be the effe®t of mere grace.
So that their falvation is wholly owing to ele&ion of grace..
Rom. xi, 5. They are cholen in Chrift, aceording to the

pod pleafure of his will. Eph.i. 3, 4, 5. Even the whole

fiem of the gofpel is feunded. in the  doftrine of eletion
by mere grace. But the notion of univeifal falvation, both
excludes this doftrine; and therein the firft principle of
1he chriftian fyftem. And yet this is not all, for if elec-
tion is excluded, the ablolute fovereignty of- God is alfe
excluded. And his ‘claim to do what he will with his own,

-

_ is alfo vacated. - And of couife, there is no certain monu-

ment of his inflexible righteousnefs. On this occafion e-.
very reader is defired to attend carefully to the bible, on
thefe points? and for his help, td*read candidly what the
very judicious Mr. Errsua Corzs, Mr. Coorer of Bofton,

. and Mr. Auvcustus TorLaDY, Vicar of Broad" Hembury,

Devon; and Chaplain to Lorp HoLranp; have written on
thefe points. . Whofe evidences for the truth of them were
never enervated, nor ever -will be. ~ And befides all the a-
bove aberrations from the  infallable ftandard; the free
will of man, as the immediate fpring and reafon of his fal-
vation, muft again be. atteffed. "And the pofhibilty of re- -
pentance in hell; or of final falvation without if; muft .be
palmed upon us. Credat ille guem Dieus demesiate  Or, which .
none ean believe, till bereft of unde.ftanding, . 'Nay the old
do@rine of purgatory muft be fubmitted to; and reafon is
as goxd, to fubmit to all the reft of that fyftem.. The. re-
ply above mentioned has a pertinent. remark on the cafe
of thofe, who for obvious reafons, are affigned to a tempo-
rary damnation, by the univetfal device, and then.to be
releafed and admitted to glory, wheén . they have fuffered.e-
qul to their fin. P. 25. ’Tis of this tenor, viz. Then
they are their own redeemers; they have fatisfied divine.
juftice by fuffering, and fo-are not obliged to. chriftian-
ity at all, for theic {alvation. ..And if they. take, .pofleffian
in their own right, they,-muft hold it fo forever. . Confe-.
quently theic fongs of praife. muft, be.to them(elves, not
redeeming love. Whereas we know, ‘for certainty, thatthe.
fong of all in heaven, -and their. multitude fhall be perfetly
innumerable, Will be ¢ {alvation to our God,and to the Lamb.”.
.Rev, vii, 9, 10. And that becaufe * he hath wa(he% us,
’ ’ ’ T : rom




Epiftle to the Reader. ol

from our fins in his own blood.” Indeed we need nothing
to fet us right, - ih our ?udgment of thefe matters,” but to
attend to the infallible oracles; "and no wefider, thofe
that fet them afide go aftray, . |~ L
The author of this piece has refted fome time from his
numerous vociations, to give forhe fcriptural light, to the
leading paffages of ‘feripture, by which fome impofe on,
and abufe thecredulity of thofe who attend'to them. Inde-
ing which, he was confined to brevity, but'has endeaver-
ed plainnefs. His abhorrence of fuch uf2 of the facred text,
as he thinks he difcerns in the namelefs pamphlet before-
mentioned, was very trying. He has endeavored however,
in his remarks to be governed by plain text, - And defires
his readers candid attention to whatever he may judge is
his main defign. He does indeed confider the matter be-
fore us, to be too high, importamt, and. interefting, to ad-
mit of foothing and lenieney. No trimming ! no daubing !
thould doubtlefs be the motto in fuch cafes; God once en-
joined on all his people, moft fearful feverities, againft fuch
as endeavored to feduce them from the purity of his com-
mandments, in which they were bound to walk, Deut. xiii.
in the 12th and following verfes, they were dire@ed in
this manner; if thou fhalt hear {ay, that certain men, the
children of Beliel, have withdrawn the inhabitants of their
city, to ferve other gods. i. e, are endeavoring to corrupt
their faith and manners, and thou find the thing certain,
that fuch abomination 1s wrought among you. Then the
higheft penal execution was to be made upon them. God -
in the mean time forbid his people to confent, or hearken
at all to their moft pernicious dgvice, or to exercife pity
or lenity towards them. 8. v. To all which the word of
God, as the fword of the Holy Spirit, now correfponds.
Which fhould excite every Chriftian to ftudy that word,
and be much in prayer, that he may be able to weild it
dexteroufly. The holy apoftle referring to it, fays, II. Cor.
X. 4, 5, * The weapons of our warfare are mighty through
God,’7 and he tells us to what purpales, viz. Td pulling
dewn the ftrong holds of Satan in the minds of men; and
_ Cafting down their imaginations. The word is legifmeus, rea-
Jonings, and very high conceit which exalts itfelf agninﬁ‘ the

knowledge of God. '
., The author has added in the clofe, a mifcellany of evi-
dential fentiments, to fhew his 1eader in the fhorteft w;r
, e
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. cempenfate this labour of their unwurthy

Gnnville, Mach §, 1783,

vir EgiAle to the Reader.

he sould, the effential abficdity of fome of thofe cortupt
notions,"which are appenda ?to thmnivtfal do&xine;

- snd would hays endeavor ainh them all, if his cir--

cumftances had allowed him. what is here exhibited,
may give fome light and refrefment to fuch as are feeking
for it; and the pleafure of reftoration and confirmation to
fuch as are opprefled with darknefs en thofe t'rp.oinu; it will

iend and fec-

vagt, | o N

The Authoi. |
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The Dotrine of uivash
~all Men put out < <1l Tiar
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~ HE firft pretended divine 2uthority, which has of Iate
been advanced in fuppo ¢+ of the doftzine of falvation

for all mem, is, I. Tim, ii. 4. The words are ** Whowill have
all men to chaved;’f he infpired word here rendered fav-
ed, is fieshapnel, and is_oftén rendered 1o b kesr, or prefe-wid.
It is ufed alfo, Matty v. 23. to fignify what Jaiavus wanted
for his daughter, vizito be healed, or preferved from dying.
1t is ufed alfo Matt. xiv. g0. and it is rendered /ave, 25 1n
"the text in queftion; but every’ bedy knows what Peter
meant by it,  viz  *‘ Lord preferve me frotn: drowning.
Again it is ufed Mark v. 28, where alfo it is plain, the
womah affli®ted with her bloody iffue-meant, that fhe fhould:
be healed, that fo her health and life might be preferv-
ed. The difciples alfo ufed it, when chiift told thiem La-
zanvs fleepeth.  They fay then he will do well.  Meane

ing it is a fign he is recovering. And it is-ufed ever in -

the fame form, as is the' text before us, viz. Seerbesnsio
A8&s xiv. 9. RefpeQing the impotent man of LxsTaa, his
Maving faith to be healed, i. e. reftored to the ufe of his.

limbs, And fo we gain enfy light ahout the fenfe of thie

word as ufed in Matt. xxiv. 28, Where it is rendessd
wed, 28 in the text in que&m?; fthewing that the fedi-
tious and: murderous FraQion of the Jews, were fo fin-
gularly fhocking and ruinous, that un
the time of their ravagings, they would have deRroyed e«
very man of their nation; but God to pteferve hia elel
~among them, brought the Romagyr army on_ themg which
brought the tragedy to a fpzedy Hlue; and fosaved i. e..
delivered and preferved his own eleft.

- as
of fcripture thould be always underftood Conﬁﬁ'ennggnqi'

with another: and aa all judges of langpages know that
YN a_&e theme of the word xg qucﬁiot’x,gpgr_opgkly ﬁ‘ggi;
C o R 1]

t

lefs God had fhortened,



10 The Doctring of Satvarrow for all Mex

fies to kgp, prefirve, &e. And not always e fesy, 38 if.
means future bleflednefs. So the text in-queftion teach-
eth us that God will have all men, in common, provided
for, apd-preferved; that he may accompligh the defign of
his government and grace among them. ~And for this end,
he has himfelf made all neceflary natural provifign,

Chnllateral evidences for this fenfe of the queftion "are: ~

1. Tt is of To much impostance fo the accomplifhment of
divine purpofes among men, that in common, they fhould
be kept and preferved; that he himfelf has tas’:n,it. em-.
phatically for his ftile: ¥ ‘Fhe Preferver of men Job vige'
20. Pfalm xxxvi. 6. ST
JI. He has made jt poe of the principle lawa of his’
moral govemnment in this wo;f{l, by which men quﬁpd{
in all their condu@ eone towards amther. ﬂﬁ?\w}ﬁhs 6th
commandment. = S T
- IH{. The text itfelf in queftion indicates' this ende;
for it is allowéd on all hands, that * tha knowledgze of
the trath,*” is the qualification for final falvasion ; which gua-.
liication js fometimes expreficd as it is here, by “’know-.
iag truth;?’ often by # believing truth ;?’ ard by other-e-
quivalent expreffinns: yet ;-ﬂpefe -qualiﬁqﬁqn_a _are’ never
placed. after their objedt; viz. The falvation 10 which they
refate. Nn text of feripture fays & fewd, and beicwr. Bat
the reverfe univedfally. Ceonfequently, fo man who fonus
his notion of fériptural things,” By feriptursl. expraffions,
would fmagéne that final faivation is fo much as thought
of, in- the text in gub,ﬂion. What a folicifm is this! * Gad
will have sl men'tobe faved, and than ceme to the know-
'le'{f%:of “the truth.”- Or, “and fo come to the knowledge
of the truth.” ~ And no man wha holds faith of the divin- .
ity of the Bible will boldly cenfure "the form of its infpir-
. ed expreifions. x'!ut ‘fabrmfivly- allow the divine author
~ uhderftond the propriety of languige, - as well s the na-
tare of its-divine materiais. ~And.of courfe, conclude, that
26 the’ qUalification of * &nowing truth,” is in the infpir=
ed order of ‘this text, placed - sfter the  doftrine of - being
fowrd; thérefore -the nation-of fawed, in this text meane
fomething previois to the knowledge and belie of the
%‘uth,'and refers to it as itp obje®. And this gives clear
g‘l:n ' - T 1, Why




T put-out of all, PrsruTe. - - - In

‘I: Why thé ordér of expreflions were {o placed, V,lg-.; e<
" .caufe the nauture of their materjals were 1 this order, .in,
the nature of their cafes: and fo it is beautiful. =~ |
.11 Fhit théugh fome:form of this Greek word is often
ufed for final, falvation, yet it jsoften ufed otherwile; and
therefore we are never to conclude, that becaufe fomie form
of the word fogsm, is. uled In a text of fripture, it muft
thetefore intend final Happidefd; for 1heé comitidry is:ceér-
tain by the irftances abovementiohed, T
'HI: Fhat whenr we read the word fawe, of [aved, in the
tanflation, we are hever to conclude it neceffarily meansg
final heppmefs: Dbecaufé it is cestain it oftea means o<
therwife, as has been thewed. : -

IV. THaf # céffain tule by whick to judge of the im- .
phrt. of thid Gieék word, and of the Word séve of faved;
in the tanffation, ¥, L o o

1. Analogy, or agreement with the genéral run of forips:
ture, . for mipiration uféth words in m_raeft propriety §
keeping his eye on other texts where théy dré uféd, an
on the nature of the cafe. _ o
2, When the doéiring of the téxt, and fhe’pbt:\"iOi;'s‘ iz
lifications diQtaté the fenfé of thefé wprds fo, )
nefs, we muft underftand thém fo, and néver otherwife. B

Obj. 1. Butit is here faid that ‘ God our Savicur wills”,
thatt atl men fhoutd be féved. ' : B
" Af, ¢ God our Savicur wills every thing, which ha
bringetR o pafd in this world ; and 6 whatever is'tké ob
Je& of his éffiviency, it ig necéfMary he fhould will ity éxift«
ence. Co : ‘ e Ty

2. fh,e

> word tendered will id thielel, which in, 1. Cor.
vil. 7. fignhés o wip,  And in Mark, x. 35 it fignifiés +o
#fire. Eut.the defireablendfs of an obje&, of itfelf, in no'
cafe gives gertainty of its eXiftedce. An when this word:

¥ ufed of God, it is certain it can iniply n'o’ mofe necef-

farily, evep’ with refpet 1o the filvation of mén, thanf =
what he declarés Ezek. xviii. 32, that the perdition, even .

of the wicked, id itfe]f, and for itd own fake, never pleais
¢ fim ; Rig perfe@ benevolence, has no relith

jeix, on jt’?'qx‘vh account, bat the contrary, viz, That they'
fhould * turn and five”” Bt thid never affedtd the "dcﬁ'r;'
| A : A o neve : e

findl hap

for that ob=,

0



12 The Doctring of SarvaTion for all Mex

“ed objef; for this objeft never takes place bit in confe-
quenceof abfolute determination, and anfwerable a&ual
efficiency. ' ' .

- Obj 2. But I apprehend this- text means, that God wills
the knowledge of truth, in order to falvation, though it is
named afterward. Y ,

_Anf. This is natural enough; inferiors often have a vi-
cious pleafurs in diflating to, and corre&ing their fuperi-
erg; but it is quite Thocking when fuch as we are, have
fhe front to corre their law-giver ; implicitly faying, ** Lord
I conceive thou haft not fpnken the thing as it is; and as
] prefure thou didft really intend.” J:b indeed with e-
vident propriety accufeth Bruoao, for not having declared
the thing as it is. Job xxvi. 3. But after God had fpok-
en, he takes thame to himfelf, for *‘uttering that he un-
derflood not, and faying things too wondertul for him.*
Jos knew h= was neither .able nor wotthy to difpute a

soint with his Maker. Job ix. 14, &c. And when he un-

erftood the mind of God, his anfwer was, ‘I know it is
fo of a tuth” Job ix. 2.

_ Tt has been proved already, that the word rendered faord
in L. Tim. ii. 4. isufed for very different purpofes; and
ef enutfe, the hope of future happinefs, cannot be builton
the ufe of it in this texr, 1t has aifo been ptoved, that when-
“gver qualifications for future happinefs are named, in conne&li-
on with that end, as their obje&, the order of their nature
§s obferved ;. as, ** he that believeth fhall be faved, the
pute in heart fhall fee Gud, &.” And never the reverft,
erefore the * faved”” here exprefled, is not that falvation
which follows any knowl=dge of truth whatfoever.

Another- texton which fome have harped , as hopin
thereby toferve a turn. is I. Tim. ii. 6. ¢* %fho gave himfe
3 ranfom for -all.” Thefe men condut very ill, in catching
a2 bit fiom wifdoms table, and running, asif for fear of cor-.
re&tion ; nor do they pay ciuex ard to that maxim of mera%
ilofophy, viz. * Search and fee if thefe things are fn,
%he;wi{e they would eafily find a ¢lue, which would guide
fhem o a clear and confiftent underftanding of this divine
paffage, viz. That Paul, the writer of this epifile wasa Jew;
. daﬁ;’l been thoroughly verfed 2nd rooted in the Jewifh
potions of GOJ) and religion ; according to that furamary
which oar Saviour reafoning with the woman of Samu:hﬂ:a,
) couche
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couched in this aphorifim, ¢ Salvation is of the Jews.” which
the apoftle illuftrates, when hefays, ¢ Whofe are the Fathers,
and of whom as concerning the flefh, Chrift came, to whom
alfo belonzed the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
iving of the law, the fervice of GOD, and the promifes.
o, 1X, 4, §- Alf this the Jews knew, and alfo that from sbeir
Ziow, was the Iaw to go farth ; snd the word of the Lord from
thoir Joefelom, Ifa.ii. 3. In ennfequence of all this, the
Jews appropriated every favoura bleconfideration of God. Jefus.
Chrift, bible, religion, holy duties, and acceptible obedience.
to their own nation. ’I’.hig 12id the foundation of their prejudi-
ces and zeal againft chriftianity, and occafioned the primary
and arduous laboursof the apoftles, to convince them that
GOD was determined to fhew himfelf the GOD of other na-
“tions as well as of the Jews ; and this point labored extieme-
ly in the apoftolic age. It was a capital article with the
apoftle Paul, efpecially after he tumed to the Gentiles, ®»
7oot out this deep prenrdice of his nation; for he knew that
the gofpel and its blefings going to the Gentiles did not at
all prevent hope to the Jews. He is therefore often inculcat-
ing this great and glorious benevolehce of their GUD, to at-
trat and gain themover toa lik:rratholic & benevolent mind,
This is the obvious reafon of Paulsufing this univerfal mono-
fyllable ait, exceeding often. He knew alfo that his dear
fon Timothy wasnearly related to the'Jews, for his mother
wasa Jewefs; and it feems his father was a profelyte to them
and this fon had from a child, been brought up in the fzicte
obfervance of the Jewifh {yftem. Il Tim.iii. 15. Now in
view of this géneral ftate of things, obferve the tenor of this
contexte .
The apoftie affures Timothy what principles he was pofleft
of, viz. faith,asto what God had made him underftand of-
hisdefigns : and love, asof the fame kind with what God had
difplayed in convertinﬁ, and calling him ta the gofpel minif-
< try 5 and which muft therefore flow in the extenfive channel
of its original, the love of God, fo as by faith he believed Gods
mind revealed towaids poor Gentiles, fo his love drew him the -
fame way ; and all this he has in Chrift Jefus. 1 Tim. i, 24.fer
though Jefus Chrift was humanely of the Jews, yet his perfe&
merit was difplayed, and his bloodl}gd without thofe walls, as
giving hope, and being full of promife to other nations seweil

-
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% ‘The fodree dbﬂiefepﬁdeax}}es Wis-the grace 6f God;
which éould fisw tof Génitilod ad frdely av to Jews, becaufr
kie fitotibe dein himfEIX, -+ . ST
4. Hé&poimts vut his pdtterd and example; Jéfus Chrift whe
camie irnio elie world;no? Jéwry only, but the world, his bim .
finéfs thérefore Wadtofare fintwerd. 14, v. riot profefing Jews
enly, batfoch s ware nroft fotoriolifiy’ withaut defervini, puot
Géntiles.  huopiying ar the famé time all this was couched in
chifing e, whnis rib-defervihg exceeded all: and in this ha
gave patéech fo thafe, who by ther were judged to have no
claint 2¢ al}én rhe fountain of goodneft, viz. the Gentiles, 16,
¢, O thig he buiidy hi¢ éminepti celé bration of the only wife
G, thathe fhwuld difplay fiick exterfirnefe_of heatts 14, v,
a6id théh proceeds to his folemin charge 1o his fon Timothy,
18, v. that ke thould noeconde® him{e i dceerdinz to the par--
oW afdl conirall~d ptinciples in which he had been educasdd 3
but keEp the faith; 19; v. that ki confcience might be re-
duédd te the gotermment of what God fhewed wag_his will;
viz. that-Qeitiiles ffioutd e equally the fabjedts of Msmerey
asthé Juws. The apoftl€ knew it always wasthe defign of God

. skt Japheée thould dwell ity the tends of Shém Gens ix. 27.2nd

Gisll iatdd vade hitth fee avd know thar #t was now to be fulklled;
in Gatilas being hiduzht.inte the priviedges of . the vifibie
chiuich; hd thereivie miertkitom ﬁis foir Timothy by ¢ve-p
1hedits 15 the deretmined obpett of divine counfels: and there+
fore s fummary of whit he and Timothy had to do, and this is
the teéafln why he bégite ond prockédsin thisfecend chaptes,
with this matter of fks faith fullitr his eye ; infifting on it-thae
TFithoihy fhinild riot eonfre his prayerx td the Jews, either 29
anation, or asachurch; butthould extend them conflantly ty
afl e, 1o Geatiles as amch 23 Jevrs, and tok,fhgs_wh;?h could
niot be atniong the: Jews; at that time ; the reafonr he aflizns fon
all thid, is, far this pléafeth God, 3, vo whofd Will is; that all
thofe priviledges tafidind to falvation, (ould. ke, extended 1o
Gentiles, juk as (hey dfed io be indilged té the Jews; for he
nmw intdhds Gentites thattber fitvéd 05 weétk as Jews, 4, v. and
théteforetiey moft huv e tlreineams of knowing the tiuth,  And
theh-gownedliyc -+ L Lo
Cr 2 With & tighty aigtonént to b purpof€, dfawn from the -
ity of thm divivenniure, § v, ab if he Jud- frid; ther€ is but.
otieOcd ; theGentiles aré A< much his Creatres as the Jews, &
his futhiciency of power and grace ate as equal to_their cgfe,as
to thatof the Jews, according to Rom. iii, 2y. and they have
aémiich to attrall h'sgood will, 2. He
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2o . He aigueth equally drom the ongoefy of wisdintorfbip «
there is but one mediater, and he ajways propcfed bis abiedd-
19 be world; not Jewry only ; 12y the placaof e death. he-
ing withaut rhe walls.of Jerufalem,as well asthe ayowed de-
fign-of his miffion; had an eminaAnily peamifing 2{ped} to the
Gaémileum, R S O LA B AR i )

-3.: Fhe olyet « hisamedisrasihigsin. this world,' detqrmines
the {4me goint ;ithis was not:Jews, -but Men.. 5, v. now_ Gens»
tiles 318 men,.as well'as Jaws ; therefore for Gentilea hegave-
himfeli a ranfom, as wel3s fof Jemes, andfo'it sppears: Snog the:
tenor of the whalé conteft, that by giving himtelfa ranfm for:
atl 6, v. there is.ng defign tafhew the efficasy of hisdeath,asta
the number of its individual objeits; but that-its general oh-
jeft waras muchentiles asJaws; it will be proved tocertain-
ty, in the fequel, that evary individual apmng either Jews. s
Gentiles weie never aBiuadly favingly bensfitted by that ran-
fom nor everwill be,fut that: the-Gentfigshad equal ardvan-:
tages by it asthe Jews,'and 35 thisis £wdcntly. the defign ok
the text ; whatfolly, muft ¥ appear for 3ny 4o rifk his fmagi-'
maiy expeftation of eternal life, on this ALy ? which has no-
refpe@ to the individual objefds of the 1aniom ; hut only 3i-
firms an equal general refpelt 1o Geatiles, as fo Jews, te in-:
duce Fimothy to comport-with the revealeq will of God ia that-
cafe ;:and nodenger reftjainhis views, prayers and lahours to:
Jesurs only, as fuppofing they :were the only objedls of thas ran~
{om ; igtended equally for athess, asfor: them. IR

Another text of {fcripture which fome lean upon, who fegm.
to want more fuppart to thaic hops,than: the Godoof hope has
given them, is, 1 Tim. iv. 19, whichis thus rendeved, .~ the’
Lving God. who i the {iviour of all men¥. On whichwe.
fhouid obferve, = L o :
¢ & That the word . rendared faviour in this text is faffear,
which is commenly rendeied by fervater, i. £. keeper, or prev
ferver, and noY By falvater, which indeed-is. faviour. amnd that
God is eminently the preferver of men; znd therefore of all
men, in commen, is witseded by Job vii. 20, and by Neh. ix.
5. where the preferving: of gyery (thing in  hesvén eairth and
fea, iy equally aferibed to him, and the pfalmift alfo fays,
% thou preferveft man-and-heaft”, Pfal. xtuvi. 6. by whieh:
we smay ‘detcamine, the fayidutibip pamed.in .this, 1. Tim. iv.
%0, isequally difplayed on heafiedsmens yea, on the whele
maserial evéation, and as Seefrerm ohferves win his. war, Exer.
Lib. 1. .cag..52 be is equaljy employed. ip preferving ht:'l*:
Ce ek . : angei
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angels and devils, we fee them what groudd thofe build on
who exft& univerfal falvation from this text, ‘ '
©_ IL Tt is not the manner of the fcripture, to afcribe the
falvation of men, immediately to the [itft perfon in the fa-
cred Three. It is not confifteat with the revealed ordec
of operation, with thofe facred pecfonalities. But the file
¢¢ living Gad,*? of whom the Saviourfhip of this text is pre-
dicated, is known to be the emphatical diftinQion nf the
fitht &et(bmlit-y. By Mat. xvi, 16, * Thou art Chrif}, the
fon @ the living God.” Alfo by Joha vi. 69. * We be-
lief and are futre, thou art that Chnft the fon of the living .
God»* It thereiote- follows that fature falvation is not fo-
much as thouzht of in this text. - .

" HI. Thofe who build their hope of univerfal falvation on
this text, muft {uppofe, either that fome are faved without be-
Reving, or thit the alvation of believers is ¢ differ=nt thing
in itfeli from that of others, becaufe this texe fayy & he is ’3«2
the Saviowr of all men, efpecially of thofe who believe™.
There is fomething in the falvation of belisvers, according to
thofe men, fpecially diftin&t from that of others, and itm

their having faith,which fome who aze faved have not;or in the
quality of their falvation, whereas in the true fenfe of this text,
there is no difizulty; for God is indeed the preferver of all
men ; but he efpzcially watcheth over, and cares for fuch, ae
by believing put their truftin him, fo it appears, thofe who
flatter themfelves about 2 @niverfal falvation, have no ground
at all in this text. . . -

- In thenext place our attsation iscalled to a text of ferip-
ture upon which fome ventuce their univerfal building, right
ot wrung ; & ahich they have forced into the fervice of their i-
magination, and it is, [ Johaii, 2. ¢ He- §» the propitiation
for aur {ins, and not for ours only, by alfe for the fins of the
whole world.” All we have to do hereis to indthe mind of
Gud, in thefe latt words, * the whale werld.” Now this
expreflin is ufed varioufly in the Bible; let us carefully at-
tend tu it. The word in this text rendered wirdd is rofmor.
But this word in Rom. xi. 12. means the Gantiles, exclu-
five of the Jews, asanynne may fee. But then we begin to
fee that this word in the text in queflion may not mean
every bady. And Mr. Leateu, Critc. Ver. Says it' meane
the Geatiles in oppofition te the Jews. It iscettainly ufed
in John, xv. 18.&:, Foronly a part of mankind ; which wilk
appaar by tuming te the paifage. . For it is ufed aa,.a.é :l.u

L. - ‘ LCllok
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ftinftion for fuch as.oppofed the. Apnftles. So we have an-
%ther evidence, ,it does not mean all men, in John xvi. 8.
he fame word is exprefsly  limited to unbelievers; excli-

“five of all wha believe in Chrift ;—f{o in John xiv. ry. It is

ufed for fuch as tannot receive the fpirit of truth ; exclufive of
thefe who receive him, and in the 17, v. of the fame chapter,
for all exgept the difciples, of courfe this word don’t neceffa-
rily mean all men, it is.ufed with like limitation, John xv, 19.
and xvii, 9, v. it means thofe for whom the faviour of man did
not fo much as afk for alvation, and in I. Cor. vi, 2. it means
only fuch as fhall be nnally judged by the faints, in Heb. xi,
7. he means only fuch as were condemned by Noah’s conduék
i building the ark, it is faid with like limitation, II. Pet. ii. 5.

But we fhall be told the expreffion in this, I. John ii, 2. 18
much more emphatical, it is peri coion ton Kofmon. For the wroie

. awerld. Yet we fhall foon fee to certainty, that other texts

of equal authority prove, that this phrafe is no foundation _
for the notion of univerfal falvation. We are told, Rom.
i. 8. that the faith of the Roman Chriftians was fpoken of

_ ¢¢ throughout the whole world.” And yet every brdy knows,

that thofe who fit in darknefs, and faw no gofpel-light ;
even Whole nations, who at_that day, had neither heard, or
thought of ‘the chriftian faith, are not included in this ex-
preflion. Of courfe,. it is rafh, -and dangerous, for creatures -
of yefterday, and going before an inflexible and righteous
judge, to build their hope of univetfal falvation on an ex-
preffion which the feriptures ufe in a limited fenfe, * Tha
whole world” through which the faith of a few believers
at Rome, was celebrated, at that time, could not likely be
more than the * Roman €émpire ;"> and it is p:obable that
feveral heathen nations within that menarchy, never heard,
thougzht, or concerned themfelves at all about the faith of
a few individuals at Rome. Yet in fuch a limited fenfe is
this phra’e ufed in the holy word. See I. John v. 19+
¢ The whole world lieth in wickednefs,”” and yet in the

“fame verfe he exprefles himfelf, the Parthian chriftians,
“and all who are of God. So far therefore is this expreflion

from ferving the purpofe of thofe who in a very miftaken
manner confide: in it. Many other fcriptures of the fame
fenfe which ufe the word o/ inftead of tbe awbele, are evi-
dently ufed, with like reftriftion. For as Termwiss, Jays,
par, all, and oles, the awbele, are indifferently ufed, the one
for the ‘other in the Bible. A(r:xd‘every body knows the whol%

r e Y
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of any thing, is all of that thing; -and all is the whole;
and are ufed fo, except where reftriCtion in their import
is fufficiently made manifeft. Of courfe, no confiderate ‘tnan
will draw conclufion, abfolutely univerfsl, from umiverfal
expreffions, till he finds whether the fame authority or the
nature of the cafe, has not reftrained their real import., We
may fee an inftance in Luke ii. 1. ‘ Fhere went out 2
. decree from Cazfar Auguftus, that all the world fhould be
taxed.” And yst it is obvious, that ho more can be meant
than fuch parts of the world, a8 were under Casar’s jurif-
diftion; which though it was extenfive, yet far, very far
from being abfolutely univerfal. Juft fo it is with regard
to the fubje@s of the chriftian propitiation. They fhall bhe
a number beyond the poffibility of numerical calculation.’
Rev. vii. 9. ~ Yet no more than were elefted to falvation
from among men, and were called, juftiied and fanétified,
4s will be proved hereafter. Another univerfal phrafe we
¢ have Mat. iv. 8. which is neceffarily reftrained, by a very
figurative meaning. It is faid theDevil thewed to cur Sa-
viour “all the kingdoms of the world.” But there is no
fpot in the univerfe which gives advantage to any corporea}
eye-fight to fee fo.much; nor any vifive faculty in nature
futhicient for it, . T
"~ Soit iscertain that none of thofe who try to confide in the
univerfal form of expreflion, in the text in queftion ; can give
themfelves any aflurance of fafety init, we find an inftance of
thiskind of expreffi>n in Rev, iii. fo.'* I will keep the from
the hour of temptation, which thall come on all the: world, ne
doubt this hour of temptation was that moft thocking fcene of
psrfecution, praifed by heathen Romans, againft chriftiaz
“ nity, for above two bundred years before Conftantine the great
in what a reftrained fenfe is every man obliged to underftanc
this expreffion ; when, long and bloody as it was, it could ex-
tend no further than the bounds of the Roman Empire ? ano-
ther inftance of a like limited fenfe, to a2 like unlimited
hrafe is in Rev. xiii, 3. and all the world, wandered after the
aft, but the vii, v. {ays he made war with the faints, did
the faints wander after the beaft ? no furely! or if they did, did
the beaftinake war with fuch as wandeted after him? then
this univerfal expreffisn, can’t be tnderftood univerfally, we -
can get nothing then, drawing conclufions in fuch cafes, which
the Bible itfelf, will not wamrant, northe common fenfe of
confiderate wen, fupports B B v .L"‘t
' ) e
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-Let upnow confine a. little more to the text in queftion.
He is the propitiation for the fins of the whole world. Let me
freely. afk. the reader, do you think he is fo for thofe liars
defcribed. in the 4. v. who donot his commandments; an

_ of whom he fays the truth is not in them ? is he the propitiation

for- the fins of thofe who walk notas he walked ? 6. v. is he
fo, for fuch as walk in darknefe, even untill now? g. v, is he
fo for fuch as hate their brethren, walk in darknefs, and know
not whither they go, 11. v. ? for fuch as love the world, and
have not the love of God in them ? 15. v. nay, for fuch as are
totaily governed by the lufts of the Hefh, the luft of the eye,
and by the pride of life, which the fame " apoftle fays are not
of the father, but are of the world in oppofition to the father ?
16, v. the very fuppofition that all thefe are yet the fubjeéls
of thatfaving propitiation, is to make the fcripture abfurd,
inconfiftant, and perfeflly uninteligible, and he who holds
this fentiment, would be afhamed to alledge any thing out of
the fame Bible in fupport of it. ,

The truthof the whole affair is this; this epiftle was written
o fuch Jaws, as had been driven out of their own country by

* fonmer perfecutions, and large numbers of them had found

fan&tuarty in Parthia, a country far from their 6wn land, in the
eaftern part of Afia, and having no communication with their
native cauntry, nor means to know how it fared with chriftians
there, fince they left that land, and their biethren diftreffed
with perfecution, infpiration dire@sthis apoftle, to write them
this epiftle to inform them what the father of light had taught
them, fince their expulfion, and how the chriftianintereft fuc-
ceeded, and among many documents, he t=11s them that chrifti-
anity was yet triumphant, not only among the Jews in a2 mea-
~fure, but alfo among the dentiles; infomuch that contrary to
all their old traditions, the true religion obtained, #nd
remiffion of fins wae granted equally tnthe Gentiles, as to the
Jews, fo that the propitiation was applied to, was evidently as -
effeQual for the reft of the world, as it was at firft for thofe Par-
thiansy and many others among the Jews, therafore he fays,
““ not for our fins only, but for thofe of the whole world,” that
is, juft fo for-others where ver ite do&rine comes,as it wasat firft
for us. The apoftie knew, that thofe Parthians knew that
enly fome of the Jews had faving benefits formerly by the pro-
pitiation; juft fo, fays he it isnow among the Gentiles. The
-world in common, whom we were wont 1o deem accurfed, and
caft of by Qad, have now the fame priviledge as we had at t'ig}f‘t.
) : . e
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The partition wall is now broken down, and to this fenfe of
Wor:é, whole #oria,all the #orld, &c. all the inftances above
quoted, and many others, perfefly agree, and in no other fénfe -
of this, and other fuch like paflages of fcripture, does the Bible
agree, either with itfelf, or with providential executions.
As furely therefore as the Bible isa fyftem, confiftent with
itfelf, or with its faithful and univerfal executor, divine pro-
dence; fo furely this and no more than this, isthe true con-
- ftru&tion of the text in queRion. R B
Another paffage which ‘has been wrefted out of ftsevi-
dent latitude to favor the defired univerfality, s, Tit. ii. 11.
¢ For the grace of God, which bringeth falvation hath ap-
ared 10 all men.”” Every man who reads the Bible, and
18 attentive to what he reads, may obferve this text refers to

time then paft, * hath appeared.”” PBut to all fuch readers, ~

it is evident enough, that at that time, the Bible 4nd fo its
contents, had appeared to but a very few of mankind. And -
fo it is certain at firft fight, that the device of falvation
for all men univerfally, has no fupportof thistext. It was
indeed tiue then, and fo it is ftill, that wherever the Bible
comes, it appears plainly enough to -all who are rational-
ly attentive to what they fee in it, that it is-a fcheme of
grace, very free grace ; and that eternal falvation is its ob-
Je&t.  And that by its grace, the worft of men, may happily -
attain to that obje&. But it is juft asevident from all parts
of this divine fyftem, that it never defigned every indivis
dual to that happinefs, as it is from the letter of this text,
gcmhpar:d with thofe times, that they had not attained to
it then. :

The next obje&t of our attention muft be 2 paflage inEph.
i. 10. ¢ That he might gather together in one, all things
in CArift, both which are in heaven, and which areon earth.
Alfo a pailfage of like import in Col. i. 20, * To reconcile
all things to himfelf, whether they be things on earth, or
in heaven.” Tt is natural for mankind to diftinguifh be-
tween men and things. Thefe texts of fcripture fpeak of
Things, tapanra, as if it was defigned to admonifh all readers, -
that they weie fo far from meaning &/ mes; that they did
not primarily and chielly defign any men at all. Howe-
ver a few remarks will fhew us their intention, .

The capital verb in the firft of thefe texts, rendered ga-
ther togarber, is anakepbailibafibai.  Signifiing to fum up all
into ope fumn. Zarcey, therefore renders it, qliigere smsia
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caTor render it in fummam ac compendinm redigere. o reduce' 1o
@ compendions fum.  The apoftle having fpoken of Jefus'in
the foregoing conteXt, pioceeds to delineate the defign of
divine wifdom refpe@ting him; which was fo to cider every
thingz, that all the numerous gx;ophecies, types and figures.
of Jefus Ghrift, even from the beginning of the world thould
all be fummed up, and center in him ; for the evident ful-’
filling of all fuch prophecies, the fupport of divine truth .
in them, and for the inconteftible demonftration of his be- . -
ing the real obje&t. o ot

2. Of courfe, it appears that a// mss cannot be the obs
Je& of defign-in thefe texts, both becaufe tbisgs only are
named, and not men at all, and alfo becaufe the univerf-
ality, even of things, is limited and reftrained, by the na-
ture of their cafes.” For, .

1. Holy angels in heaven are not fo gathered into Chrift,
and made to center in him, as fome men, and all tipical
things are. :

2. An infinite multitude of things on-earth, befides all
beafts are neceflarily excluded from the meaning of both
thefe texts. Pefides, one charaler of devils, is, that they
¢ %o to and fro in the earth, and walk up and down init.
Job i. 7. Yet they are fo far from being included in the -

“import of thefe texts, that they do not defire it, their de-

ftiny will not admit of it, and divine juflice forbids it. . -

3. It is evident that all things abfolutely in heaven and
earth cannot be included in the defign of thefe texts; both
becaufe a great many are naturally incapable of it; and be-
caufe it is abfurd to be fuppofed of fome other. It is im-
poffible for inftance, that f\oly angels fhould be included
in this reconciliaton, becaufe they never hated any view
of the divine nature and will,

4. The above fentiments on the firft of thefe texts are
canfirmed by the fupplement in the 11th v. viz, TIn wham
-alfo we, the Ephefian faints, ** have obtained an inheritance,”
This «ifs fhews that the Ephefian chriftiAns were not in
the above cnlle@tion ; for the fuppcfition of it would make
this paffage tautologous, and abfurd. "And to fhew that by °
ail things-in the laft of thefe texts, is not meant all men; -
a like fupplement is alfo added including fome of the Co- -
loffians, in the following verfe. So it is evident that the

notion of falvation for all men, has po fupport at all from
o ' : either
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either of the(e texts. Thetnext portion of inflexible truth,
ip which fome are feeking room for their notion of falva-
tin for ail rpen, is in Rom. v. 18. “ The ire€ gift came,
upon all' men.” . - \ -

1. The affertors of univerfal falvation, ought to have been
very fure that the word «l/, certainly means every indivi-
dyal of the kind, bsfore they place fuch importance on it in
this. text, or any other. But in order to gain fuch certain-
ty, they muft make great alterations in the following fc:ig-
tuies, Wiz, Als xxil. 15.. Which fays that Paul fhould be
¢ Gad’s withefs to all men.”” But this is fully explained
by-the aift-verfe. ‘I will fend thee to the Gentiles.””
For when divine adminiftrations and’ miffions, which had
been peculiar to the Jews, became common to, Gentiles
with the Jews, then they were common to all men, becaufe
Jews and Gentiles, were all men. Although there were in-
numesable multitudes of both forts which Paul never faw;
and to whom his teftimony never did, nor ever will arrive.
Efpecially thofe who never faw him in life, and have fince
pafled into -etemnity, without' the advantage of it. So alfo
I. Thefl. ii. 15. * They are contrary to all men.’” "Yet

“ furely: not to tfnemfelvec,! nor in ipneral to their own nati-
on; butto the Gentiles, whom . the Jews difpifed and op-
pofed in general; hut not univerfally, for fome Gentiles:
were well accepted profelites, Alfo Eph. 1ii. 9. Paul wag
to make ** ali men fee the fellowfhip of the gofpel-myftery.’?
Vet furely, not fuch as he never faw,.nor who ever faw or
hcardrdfa-im ;. which is much the greateft part of human
nature, both before and fince, * But it is endlefs, a3 well as
needlefs,; to multiply inflances of the ufe of thefe univerfal
phrales in a very partial and limited fenfe. And is it the
part of any rational being to venture etemity on fo. preca-
rious a foundation ? R

2.. But the true key to. this text is the words ewen fo.
For this text contains a noted parity between the firft and
fecond. Adam; fhewing the medium thrmgh which juftifi-
"cation flowed. to fome by the facond, Adam, was of the.
fame kind, with that by which cnndemnation flowed to all
men, from the firk Adam, ,But what was that medium in
cafe of-the itk Adam ? The anfwer is federal beadfbip. Now
put-the wordsof equation, or correfpondency,. ewes fo; and
then: we fhall fee the truth of the text, viz, As all- who
weje in the firft federal headthip, fuffered- by the pﬂsenc? '

L2 O
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of one; rwin'fo. Juft fo, all who were 'in the fevond fét
deral headthip, live by the fecond Adam. -And:this sthe
plain fenfe of another text by which many threugh ina¥:
tention feem.to be feduced, viz. I. Cér. xv. 22° “ Foras in
Adam all .die, ewes fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive.”
For a federal headfhip was the only meun of imputation,
in the firk cafe;-srurm /6 it was in the laft. ‘So.that allthofe
who are’ in ‘the .covenant of werks are dead in ‘Adam: juR
fo, all 'who are in the covenant’'of grace are alive in Jefus
hrift. So it appears that thefe two @#r, are meafuwed
by the mredium of conn+&ion with their refpe@ive princi~
pal.:- And fo we fee that want of attention to the word of
truth, or a worfe caufe, has occafioned all the confidence
abBut univerfal falvation on this text of {cripume.
Another holy expreffion, which much againf its own-mind,
has been prefled into the fervice of univerfal falvation, is,
Luke ii, 1@, In which the angel faid ‘to ‘the fhepherd,
1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which fhall ‘be to
all people.”? e infpited expreflivn is panti 700 less. Which
is emni populs ; to every people. 'A very genersl exprefion.
Beza, fays in Mat. iv. It is not fimply univesfal, but in-

. definite. And fo this univerfal particle is ufed, 1. Cer.:x.

2 3. where the apofile fays, ¢ all things are Fawiul for me?*
Of which every body knows it is not meant -of abfolute
univerfality. It is feveral times ufed with like limitation,
1. Cor. ix, :22. and exceeding often elfewhere. So Chrift
is faid to ‘heal * all difeafes,” Mat. ix. 35, That is, fone
of all kinds ; to fhew that none exceeded him, either: by
beini; of lotig fanding, or great malignancy. Ina like ge=
neral fenfe, the angel’s tidings were matter of great oy, not
to the Jews only, among whom the holy ‘Babe was barn;
but to all people, to Gantiles as well as Jews, without oné
thought of refpe& to every individual of any people. ~ So
when any great good occurs to 2 country or psople, it is
matter of great joy, altheugh a thoufand individuals are not
Benefitted by it; as independence to America: though male-
contents count-it the =raof their ruin. Its being matter of
great joy to all people, that the Mefliah was bom in Beth-
lehem, is no evidence that every perfen will have fawing
benefit thereby; it was matter of great joy to the sngels

themfelves; but they had no thought of falvation therchy,
But it being- the very higheft inftance of benevolence, de-’

manded great joy from-all people, without regard to fo 13-

: e
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tle ‘an obje& as'perfonal benefit; though it were that ¢f
- falvation by it. In this view the Xa(’(ag:m-'queﬁiop agrees,

with all the:reft in the Bible; and with all the reft of the
Bible agrees to reje&t the crude imagination of falvation
for allmen. . = - .

Another portion of confiftent truth which has been ad-
duced to fupport the above antifcriptural notion 6f falvati-,
on for all men, is, I. Tim. vi. 13. “1I %ive thee charge
in the fight of God who quickneth all things.’’ Doubt-
lefs every judicious reader, will judge the abettors of this
notion. of falvation of men, are ftraightened for eacourage-
ment from the Bible, when they alledge fuch g paffage as
thisfor their fupport. But all who are taught of God to guard
- againft dangerous fubtilties; fhould be thankful that men ste

not able to bury fuch a f{nare deep, nor guard it with one
good divine evidence. The infpired expreffion in this text
18, mosopriounios-sa panta. Whe maketh all things ative. On which
obferve, - | : . . .

- I.: This text.relates not to men, but to things. At leaft,
no mote to mankind, than to_all other creatures, which re--
ceive life and quickning from God,’ the univetfai Q__t;ickner.
Therefore this fane ‘word is ufed Rom.: viii." 11. For ths.
efficatious caufe of the refurreQion; becaufe exerted on rhere
matter, to caufe life and motion to commence whkere it was
not. Again it is ufed, I. Cor. xv. 36. as having equal re-
fpe&t to the germination of wheat after fowing, 'as to the
raifing of dead bodies at the laft day. Tt'is ufed’ alfo,
Rom. iv. 17. As importing the efficacy by. which ability -
for coition was 1evived in Abraham ; and by which crea-
tion itfelf recieved .exiftence. : 4 o

IT. The word here rendered guickseth fignifies to mate alive,
And fo has,no_relation .to the cafe whiech it is named to
ferve.. And Cuawicer, ‘one of the ancients fays, there is
no place In the New 'i‘e{tament,' whete it does not fignify,
witam accipere, quasw quis nen babebar, Leigh in verh. i. e. to
recieve a life which the fubje& had not before. It isad. "
mirable therefore that this text fhhuld be thought of, as
a fupport to the above named doétrine. S v

Now we muft attend to what is naméd for the fame pur-
pofe in Rev. v. 13. The fum.of which is,  every crer-
ture in heaven, earth, and under the earth, and in the fea,
faid, bleffin and honor and glory and power,. be .to him
who fitteth on ‘the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and

. . : e . t eves., -




put out of all DisrvuTs.- . ag

sver.” And does the reader think that every great oele-
bration of Ged and the Lamb implies the falvation of all
men? But we have often been told, that the argument which
proves too much, doth in faft prove nothing atall, Now
if all the a&ors in this rotable triumph, are fuppofed to be
the fubjeQts of the great falvation; then not only all men,
but all the angels 11 heaven, nay all the beafts on earth,
and monRers of the deep, are as muok the fubjeéts of that
falvation as men. Some indeed have fo far difintangled
. themfelves from the reftraints of common fenfe; and alfo of
the word of God, as to pretend falvagion finally for devils;
but what have beafts, either by land or fea to do with‘inf
And it is as certain holy angels are not faved by the crofs
of Chrift. So that this argument engroffeth much more than
can be true; and comfequently anfwers no gutppfe at all;
except to difplay -a difpofition for trifling with facred things,
and to anticipate 2 cettain fhame and confufion of face,
Befides the word rendered’ Creatsre, in this text iy Ktifma,
.And 1. Tim. iv. 4. ufing the fame words, fays, * every creg=
ture of God is good.”” Where it evidently means our daily
food, or common means of nourifhment. By which it might
feem; the triumph of the text in queftian is forsehow a--
feribed to the material creation. And fo it is a figure of
fpeech called Astbrepopathy, by which the paffions and af-
&ions of men are aferibed to inanimate things; which isexe
ceedingly common in the Bible. The prophet Ifa. lv. c. 12.v.
having commemorated many great works of God to his peo-
ple in that ftate of the church, and given affurance that he
would fend the Mefliah 10 them ; firft defcribes their joy,
and then carries over their affe&ions to the material world,
and fays, ¢ the mountains and hills fhall break forth into
finging ; and all the trees of the field fh1ll clap their hands.”
jug fo the text in gueﬂion employs the material creation
in praife of the Lamb’s appeating toopen the Codex roralis,
or book of God’s dectees and purpofes refpefting his chureh.
And it is truely admirable that the followers of theirs own -
Jgwis farsus, . about {alvation for all inen, have never called
to mind that trees are a noted H er:giypbic for men; and o
confidently fupported their caufe by the laft text above-
- meptioned,becaufe itis there exprefsly {aid “that all the trees
~ fha?l clap their hands” on the news of the Meffiah’s under-
taking. 'ge rhaps this and a ‘thoufand other fuch like fizurative
expreflions, are in seferve, for T; pext fett of endex}s;s t«_)t
R L s S G buped NI » pO:
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fupport the caufe. And doubtlefs there will be time enough
to advance them all before God's fealed ones fhall be fe-
duced. This fame word is alfo ufed James i. 18, where the
apoftle draws a parallel between thofe among men, whom
Gud will accept-to falvation, and the fuift fruits under the
law. Now only the fisf fruits, under the law were offer-
ed to God; they were his poition of all the fruits of the
field. And this was the figure of thofe among men, who
fhould be faved. Therefore we read, Rev, xiv, 4. ¢ Thefe
are they which follow the Lamb whitherfoever he- goeth ;
thofe were redeemed from among men, being the firft fruits
to God and the Lamb.” Therefore, -

1. It appears, that the text in queftion is fo far from fup-
porting tﬁe dotrine of falvation for all men, that it fays
not one word diftin&tly about men at all. But in ‘order to
celebrate the dying love of Chrift, for his @ fraits amon
meri; the creation in general is animated with fongs, an
made to fecond the fhouts of thofe who are redeemed in praife
@b their redemption.

. 2. And the reafon of this form of triumph is 3. v. becaufe
inquifition had been made through all created nature, for
fome one, able to open the abovementioned book of God's
defigns, and execute its impors; but nene was found able
till the lion of the Tribe of Judah appeated. And as all
creatures are fome way interefted in the fovereign determ-
inations of God concerning this world ; fo the nature of
their cafe is reprefented, by this univerfal triumph; import-
ing now we fhall all know the true ftate of thinge, and the
whole of divine counfels about us: and as “ the Lord is
righteous in all his ways;” fo no fear of the confequence ;
for if our nature and tafte are not ferved, and fully fuited
by every execution ; yet two things are infallible ; and both
worthy of a God, and both worthy of higheft acclamations.

from us all: viz. His own honor, and the general good of -

the creatures, are both fecure. _
Another portion of feripture by which fome indeavor to
fuppnrt their notion of falvation, is, I. Cor. xv. 27. ‘ He
hath put all things under his feet.” On which ogferve,
1. The word of a@ion in this text is speraxes, Which fig-
nifies that God  put every thing im its proper place and or-
der, undaer the dominion of the Lerd feﬁu Chrift ; and ac-
vording to this appointment, he rules the world, fhe fea-
fons, the beufts of the field, the wildernefs, and the Kea‘
R . A n
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And fo this text is a comment on the words of Chrift. Mat.
xxviii. 18. ¢ All power is given me, in heaveén and earth.”
And can of courfe, no mote imply falvation for all men,
than for the brutal world, and holy angels. Eefides, .

2. This conftruftion of the text -is confirmed by what fol-

loweth ; which fhews that nothing was excluded from this
abfolute fubjeQion to Jefus Chrift, but the Father only,
- - 8. This text verifieth the royal prophecy, Pfalm vii. &,
 Thou madeft him,” viz. Jefus Chrift; * to have deminion
over the works of thy hands; thou haft gut all things un-
der his feet.” -Which confirms the objet of this text, to
be the material creation. And fo it is immediately exam.
plified by the Pfalmift ; 7 & 8.v. * All {heep and oxen, yea
and the beafis of the field ; fowls of the air, and fifkes of
the fea.”” Which may guard all people againft the abufe
of this text,

4. Therefore the ancients rendered this Greek word, not
be obedient, as of intelligent fubje&s; but b« ye futie8, as
implying mere abfolute dominion; and fome of them paffiv-
ly, be ge fukjeted. And Heb. ii. 8. fupports this conftiuion,
‘“Thou haft put all things in fubjeétion under his feet; and
haft left nothing that is not put under him.” Therefore fuch
as fupport their notion of falvation of men from this text,
muft either mean that the material creation is the fubjett
of chriftian falvation; or they ufe fcripture without confult-
g its import. Butfuch as fear God, will not tritle with
his word, nor carelefsly deceive their fellow men.

The Secapd P AR T

Containing a Mifcellany of evidential Sentiments, fh=wing
the Vanity of the Pretence, that all Men will be faved ;
as alfo the Abfurdity and Impoffibility of feveral other
Tenets involved with that of univerfal Salvation.

L THOSE who propogate the notion of an univerfal
falvation of men, find it neceflary to fludy an e-
vafion of that eftablifhalent of God. I. Thefl. i. 8, 9. Whish
affures us that all thofe *“ who know not God, nor obey the
gofpel of his Son, fhall be punithed with everlafing de-
firu&ion from the prefence of the Lord, and from the glo~
1y of his power.” : :
Now thefe men cagnot force themfelves into 2 confidence,
that all men, will in this life have the neceffary qmll:}ct;
© diom

-
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tions to pafs irahiediafely inro glory- after death; and.(o’
neceilarily muft take place among the damned. Biit rather
than their decree for the faving of all men fhould fiil,
they have it feems, agreed to fet afide the deereé of their
Maket ;- and proniifed the unbelieving, moft prophane, and
finally impenitent, = difcharge from that. place of torment,
to- which they allow they muft firft go: after they have
zndurcgl punifhment for a certain duration, according to their
emerit. : '

Now we fhsuld attend to a few Points, that we may
{ee if thefe Things are fo. .

1. They fay there is no text of fcripture which necefla-

rily implies eternal punifbment. And they infift that neither .

the -Gresk ejoew, or Hebrew gnolam doth fufficienly prove a-
gainft them. Now though it will foon be proved that thefe
words inconteftibly fiznifying abfolute etemity often in the
Bible; yet it is to be noted efpecially of the firft of them,
that it does not always fignify fo; but fignifieth the dura-
tivn of its fubje®t. be the fame longer or fhorter. There-
fore when the fubje@ of which this word is predicated,
is of interminable duration, either by its own nature, or
by appointment, in all fuch cafes the import of this word
is neceflarily etemity. This muft be further cleared by
inftances of ifs divine ufe.

As to the Greek 4ieen, and its derivatives, the reader may
fee the divine ufe of them in the following inftances. Mat.
vi. 13. ufeth it thus * for thine is the kingdom and tke

power, and the glory Eiflew aiconar, ferever.”> Now ff the tea-

der judgeth that the fubj=&, of which this word is predicated
kere, viz. The kingdom, power and glory of God is of
quite endlefs duration, then K: will allow that fuch is the
import of this word in this cafe. - .
It is alfo ufed Mat. xii. 32. . defcribing the natuie and
confequence of the fin againft the Holy Gheft; concerning:
which, this text faith, * it fhall not be forgiven him, viz.
The finning petfon, exte en toxtos too aiooni, okta an 100 Mellonti,
Meitoer sm 1his world, nor in that to come.”” Here cur adverfaries
triumph, becaufe aiooni is rendered this world. But it is ea-
fy enough to underftand the mind of the text, it fhall not
be forgiven him as long as this world lafts, nor as lo
as the next lafts. And doe« not this fenfe extend to eter-
nity ? For this is plainly a Peripbrefis, of the itremifibility

of thig fins This
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“This word'is alfo ufed Mat. xxi. 19. about the eutfed
figstree, ¢ Let mo fruit grow on thee henceforward, eis rom
sioona, forever. Does the reader think that fig-tree has ever.
come to lifé again ? Or is he not fufficiently fatisfied it_ne-
ver will ? But then the duration of this fentence is quite
interminable. . I

Another inftance of thé ufe of this word is Mark iii, 29,
“ He who blafphemeth the Holy Ghoft, batb sewer forgioin-
we/s, ¢is ton aivema,  This prohibition of forgivenefs extends
through all duration. And does not this neceflarily point
the idea of eternity ? Thi¢ fenfe is confirmed by the next
words alls exetbes eftin aioenien Krifvass. Butis bild foft by ths ater-
naijucgment. Brza faith temebitur judicio, ks will be belden 4y
the judgement.  As long therefore as that judgment of the un-
changini God lafts, fo long that tranfgreflor will be holden..
And 13 there any alteration in the judgment of Ged? The
jdgment of God is neceflarily according to truth, Rom. ii.
2, And it muft ftand as long as power and right attend it;
but the power and right of God aie coeval with his nature,
So therefore is this {entence. :

This wotd is again ufed Johniv. 14. ‘“He who drink-
eth of the water I thall give him, fhall never thirtt ;” i, e..
thirfing is excluded, or prevented t0 him, #s tes aleene, for-
ewer,  And is not this a deliverance quite interminable ?
This fenfe is confirmed by what follows. ‘¢ But the wates
that I fhail give him, fhall be a well of water fpringing up,
¢is zovaenm aivonian, 16 enrnal life. 1f then the water of life is.
of eéetnal eficacy, eternity is certainly. the import of this
word. . o

So alfo, in John vi, sx. If any man eat of the living bread .
which came down from heaven he fhall live ¢ir 1on dicuna, :
JSorever. “And if there is no end to ferewer, then eternity is:
the import of the word here alfo.

So Johnvi. §8. He that eateth of this bread which came
down from heaven fhall live 4is rox gisena, forever, 1If then
the bread of life has eternity in its virtue, fuch import is in
this Wm‘d.’ .

It is alfo ufed John viii. s1. and confirmed with * verily -
verily, if any man keeps my fayings he fhall never fee death.’’
The infpired expreflion is #is tox aisoma,and if to never fee death ; -
neceflarily implies etemity of life: then fo this word means. .

It is twice ufed in John x. 28. ‘¢ And I give them zesnesn
aisemian, siernallife ;'* and it is confitmed by ldging, ‘ and ﬁtf‘ag

~
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fhallnever perith;”’ the words are als tos aisma. Apd if this
:‘ett'-imyhu etemal exiftenge, then that is the import of
sena, :

Alfo John xi, 26. ‘* Whofoever liveth and believeth in
me fhall never die.”’ The words are &is tom ajoena. And if
never to die neceflarily implies eternity of life, then this
wotd implies eternity. e T

Once more John xii. 34. “ We have heard that Chrift a-
bideth ais tem aisene, forewer, . As plainly then as etemity is
afcribed to Chrift; fo plainly it 18 imported in this word.
Lswen’s Crit. Sac.in Verb, fays itfignifies Erermity. And
that the ancients held that punifhment eternal,” on which
this woird was predicated. d this is evidently the fenfe
of the word in the abovementioned. Mat. xii. 22. and Mark
iii, 2 9.

And as to the Hebrew woid Gaslam, the critick above-
named fays it defigus ‘“ abfolute perpetuity, etemity ;> when
it afficms of God, or things in their own nature eternal ; and it
will be fill further proved in the fequel, that future punifh-
ment isfo.. The abovenamed Reply obferves that the import
of thofe words ismeafured by the fubje& to which they ap-

- ply; if to the Jewifh ftate of the church, or itsordinances;
the mountains, &c. The durability imported in thefe words
is equal to that of their fubje®. So when they apply to
God, his gracious covenant, or the future ftate of exift-
ence, they import durition equal to their fubje®. And it
has been proved by plain texts, that the above Greek word
often neceflarily means eternity. Therefore the {choolmen
fay, that wicked men are juftly punifhed ia aterso Dei, who
- have finned in aterse Des. i. e. They fhall be punithed through
eternity, as meafured by God, who have finned through
their whole life here. And this Hebrew word certainly
means eternity in the moft abfolute fenfe in Pfalm x. 16.
“The Lord is king for ever and ever.’” And in Exod. xv,
18, ‘‘ The Lord fhall reign for sver and ever.” Befides, -

IT. Sinful men are of a totally depraved nature,and a to-
tally morally depraved nature; asfuch, cannot poflibly be
happy; happinefs muft be aceording to confcioufnefs. - If

cenfcience witnefl=th only of moral evil, it can only ac--

eufe without ceflation; and fo give fenfe of mifery. Be-
fides, fuch fubje& can 1eceive nothing but penalty in a
righteous government. And fu both from itfelf, and from
the government over it, muft be miferable, And this czl;;:
- : mu

\
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muft be as durable, as the internal propenfities of man.- If
then his time of probation is fpent in finning, the nature
1ofﬂhis cafe will make him miferable as long as his nature

afts. , ‘ .

1I1. Such a nafure, retaining its predominant propenfi-
ties, cannot ceafe from finning; its own propenfities will
a&t out their own nature; andof courfe, fins will, and muft
encreafe during e xiftence. "And fo there will-be the fame
fort of reafon for inflition of punifhment, as at firft; and
this is the natural fubje@ive reafon, for punifhment at all,
and for_the eternity of it. .

_TIV. The demerit of fin, is meafured by its objeQ, the
dire&t obje& of fin, is the holy law, its ultimate obje& is
the divine nature; both are of Tfe&, unlimitable, and fo
eternal reftitude and goodnefs, Exallly an{werable thereto,
is the demerit of their contempt. But the finning fubjedt is
very finite; conféquently punifhment cannot be adequately
endured, but by duration equal to its obje&. And this is
the natural objeétive reafon for the neceflarily endlefs dur-
ation of future punifhment. . ‘

V. Of fome Em\en it is faid Heb, vi. that it is ispefble
to renew them to repentance. And will any dare tohold,
that it is not only pofible, but certain, that falvation fhail
be had, where God theig Maker, has faid it is impoffbie? -

VI, They talk of fome making atonement for their own
fins, by fuffering an anfwerable fpace in hell. It will be no
honor to Jefus Chrift, for fuch to arrive at, and dwell in
heaven; for thereby tf-ey get only what they have earned,
and deferved. They do not arrive there by Jefus Chrift’s
merit, but by their own. They have ballanced the account
with divine juftice, by their own fufferings. Perhaps the -
reader will judge this is another inftance of the devils fcheme
- aQted over again. *“ Ye fhall not furely die, but ye fhall
yourfelves be 4 Gods,*’

VII. The following fetiptures abfelutely fix the eternity

of future punithment, viz. Mat. xxv. 46. * Thefe fhall io
-away into Keafis sisonien, everiafling punifpmint. But the yight-

tons tis mooten aivemian, into ifs sversel, The antithefis fizeththe
equality of thefe two reprefentations of eternity. The fama
word, which generally fignifies eternity, as has been pro-
ved, is equally ufed for them both. ’thoxcfote they are
both of equal duration. :

5
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- 8o Jude vii. % The people of Sodom and Gomorrhi are
fetforth an example, fuffering the vengeance pare/ aismion,
of eterml fire.”” They could not be an Exampie, unlefs o-
thers in like cafe were to copy it out. This text there-
fore fixes certainty te eternal punifthment,

Alfe I. Peter i. 25. *‘ The waid of the Lord endureth
< #lstow siosma, forever.”. And doubtles his word of fentence
“on veflels of wrath, as well as on any other word.

Again, TI. Peter 1i. 14,~17. The apoftle {peaks of fome
as ““ eurfed childeen, for whom is referved the mift of dark-
nefs ¢is ainna, forever.” Now the woml called rur/ed here
is ketarss. But this word is the meafure of the import of
Chrif’s death, in Gal. .iii. 13. He was made acurfe. If
that was infinite, the idea of infinitenefs is contained in this
curfednefs; which for a mere cteatute to endure, necefla-
rily requires eternity. = . -

And Rev. xiv. 11. {peaking of the worthippers of thebeaft,
faith, ¢ The fmoke of their torment afcendeth, ¢ir sivsas
aisongs, forever and ever;* as.if eternity was multiplyed in-
to itfelf, to denote am abfolute incomprzhenfible dusatien,.
which muf be abfolute etemity. But fome may imagine the
aflertgrs of univerfal falvation do not mcgn toinglude Papifts.
But pray why not ? are not Papifts men ? And many of them
far from being the greateft finners, for want of the cleareft
light. Pefides, thefe Univerfalifs:have adopted fome badges
ot Popery, befides their acknowledgement of purgataiy ;
which fhiuld induce them to be tender of their brethren
the worhippers of the beaft ; however terrible the l1aft men-
tioned text ie to all who fimbolize with them..

And Rev. xix. 3. fpeaking of the fame fort of men, un-
der the charaQler of a great Whore who corrupted the earth,
by cerrupting the word of God, and feducing men; faith,
“And her fmoke rofe up s toss aioonas togw aisenses, forever

_and ever.” A like emphatical defcription of duration quite
endlefs, as before. o : o

Though there are innumerable paffages of fcriptute, where-
in God, who can net lie or deceive, has determined
the ‘poiat of ths eternity of future punifhment, yet the latt
to-be named now is Rev. xx.10. faying, ‘ Andthe devil who
deceived them,” viz. The innumaerable multitade from all
quarters of the earth,. which fhall conftitute.the army of Gog
and Magog; ** was caft into the lake of fire aad brimftone,
whe:e the beaft and the falfe prophet are, and be toer(;
‘ mented

——e e et
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]
mented day and night, eis ma aioones 1een aiaompm, forever
and ever.” Boubtlefs thefe thezefore will not he faved,
And the reafon of the cafe, concludes againft all their a-
bettors. And fuch as have any mark of the beaft, ar falfe
prophet about them, had need be ware. For the durati-
on of their punifhment is quite interminable. -

III. The third of thefe mifcellaneous fentiments is, God
fwore in his wrath, that fome fhould not enter into the reft
of Canaan. Pfalm 95. 11, But he has told us Heb. iv. 11.
that their failute was example to us, by which to take heed
leaft we enter not the heavenly fate, which was the an-
titype of Canaan’s reft. If then ‘that affair was all type of
this; then the oath.of God barrs entrance now. to the fume
fort of men ; and fo ’tis as impoffible all fhould be faved, as
the q@ath of God be broken.:

IV, Judas went eis :or Jooss ten ition, te bis eavn place. The
awords import properdy, he went where he belonged. Pro-
perty is founded in right. God 18 the vindicator, never
the viplator of right. If then Judas’s right is there, he muft
remajp there, for “far be it from Gnd, that he hould do
iniquity.’’ Job xxxiv.. 10. But then all men cannot be
faved; nor can Jud s be releafed from his poffeffion ; but of
courfe it muft be eternal. - - - _

V. The foulsof the Antideluvians ace faid to be in prifon,
I. Pet. iii. 19. i. e. in infirns, Leighs, crit. Sac. in Hell,

The wo:d is, Phulak.¢, a place of cuftrdy, not a place of 1e-
leafe and difcharge; it is rendeted by Carcer, a prifon; and
it isfuch a burning prifon, as the breath of the Lotd, like a
ftream of brimftone doth kindle, Ifa. xxx. 33. and this breath
of the £Qld-i,qnot lizble to ceflation ; it is neceflary breath,
and therzfore muft be eternal. From this prifon none can
«come forth, till they have paid the utter,mox farthing. Mat.
v. 25 - But for a finite being as man, to pay the uttermoft
fanhini,pf an infinite debt, ameceflarily employs eternity,
as has been thewed. Therefore all men are not faved; nor
<an thofe who penfh be difcharged. : :

VI. Mat. xxvi. 24. Says of Judas. * it had been goed for
him, if he had n~t been born.”’> "But if in any future period
of duration,  he fhould be difcharged from his own place,
and.enjoy the happinefs of the heavenly ftate thencefor-
ward forever ; then this text would be evidently not true;
for a perfed ﬁleﬂednefs, for a thoufandth part of that hag~
y duration, muft be in fome {gnfe, infinitely better than ::;

’ -~
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ver to be born. So the Univerfalifts have the choice now, to
charge themifelves, or the author of the Bible, witha wrong
view of this matter. = o v

VIL In Luke xvi. 26. it is faid, ‘“there is a great gulph
fixed between the happy and the miferable.” And it isa
gulph which is unpaffable. The infpired words are Mg
Chafma efermignenos, i, €. firmifinum Dei Starutum, ot o fatue
of Ged moft firmly ¢fabifbed o firmly that it is quite inviol:
able. PBut how then fhall any foul come from among the
‘miferable, as long as divine fufficiency for maintaining this
gulph continues? ' '

VIIL. In Mat. xxv. 41. the final fentence of banifhment
from the prefence and enjoyment of God is in thefe words :
““Depart from me ye curcfed, into everlafting fire prepaied
for the devil and his angels.”” On which we may note,

1. The word in this fentence rendered everlafing, -is o/-
wias, which has been proved already to fignify eternal, in
ite utmoft fenfe. ' . _

2. And this notion of the word, is confirmed by its al-
lowed derivation, from aei, always, and ees, being, ‘natur-
ally therefore implying te b¢ siways. -And furely alevays is
forever.

3 The word rendered curfed is Kateeramenoi, which is 4¢- .
weted ; finally and forever given up.

4+ This devotion is to the ftate, portion, and punifhment
of the devil and his angels. Of couife, while that ftate of
runifhment is the portion of the devil and his angels, thefe
devoted fouls muft inhabit with them. Either therefore
the-damnatien of devils js limited, or thatof wicked men is

. unlimited. For the latter aré given up to the very fame
place and portion as the former. :

5+ The very notion of barming in thefe figurative defcrip-
tions of hell, implies fenfible hopeleffnefs, “or knowledge
of interminability of fuffering. If there was a poflible hope
of efcape, or terminability, the eflence of this idea of
durning, would ceafe.. Thofe fufferings would be very great,
but not sursizg. That the notion of burning implies abfo-
lute defparation, appears, . '

1t By the parity between the burming fire, and the knaw-
ing worm. Mark ix. 44. Ifai. lxvi. 24. They are of e~
qual efficacy and duration. Make the fire quenchable, and
the worm 1aftantly ceafes to knaw. This worm is confci~

. : . . S - ence’
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ence fenfible of guilt and punifhment. - But the remon-
firances of confcience are always aecording to light from
God. The wicked in this life have the fire and the worm,
but not uraing Fire, nor mewer ding Werm. Eut when the
worm gets to be Outeleuta mewer 10 be fisifbsd ; then the fire
alfo becomes burning fire. _

~ 2. It appears from the corrofivenefs of burning fire, that fire
exifts in a thoufand .inftances, wheie it is not burning fire.
But as foon as it is burning fire, it corrodes. ’Tis abfo-
lute defperation, or knowledge of interminability of fuffer-
ing, that corrodes and totally deftroys all felf enjoyment
or hope ; and this is abfolutely burning. Theréfore the
Eible fpeaks the thing as it is, everlafting burningt

So the Univerfalifts have not only devifed an efcape finally
from the fufferings to which GUD has atfigned the wicked
hereafter, but they have quenched the bsrning fire while they
are in punifhment, and alfo prevented the preying worm.
But .is not all this a daring oppofition to divine eftablifh-
ment? And as penalty is the fupport of all law, fo they
have by this means enervated, and made void the lawsof
GO'DD). And we know ‘what is the portion of fuch—they
fhall have their part taken out of the book of life, out of
the holy city, and out of the bleffings written in the gofpel.
And they who add their own imaginations to things wiit-
ten in the Bible, God fhall add to them the plagues writ-
ten in the holy book. Rev. xxii 18—19. ay,

GOD has exprefsly and repeatedly declared, That
_ this burning fire sewver /bail be guenched. Mark, X, 43, 44,
ss, 48. alfo, Ifaiah lxvi. 24.  In all which paffages the
unmortality of the worm, and the unquenchablenefs of 1he
fire, are exa& parrellels, whichis inconfiftent with falvati~
on for all, and with any difcharge from punifhment. .

XI. If {in in veflels of wrath fitted to deftrution, is quite.
connaturalto them, then either they muf be convertedin
Hell, or never be difchaiged frem it: but converfion is a
- work of grace my where, and nofuch difplay of grace, can

- atall be expe@ed, but according to the words of grace, in
‘the Bible ; but theré is not one word in the Bible, about dif- -
playing fuch grace in Hell. , Therefore theié never will be
any difcharge from that ftate of punifhment. ° :

X.~If it 1smeceffary for the glory of God that any fhould
be punithed with deftru@ion from the prefence of thé Lord,
according to 11, Thefl. i, r9. then it is at leaft, equally

. . : neceflary,
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neceffary, tha* fuch defrultion fhould be everlafting: Bee ie

isneceflary that fomts fhould be punified with deffruftion

ffom the preferics of the Ldtd, this our adverfaries confefs.
"Chéreforé it is at leaft, e'qually neceffary, that fuch defruce
tion thhuld be everlaffing. For, :

3. The word of infpiration in this text is aisewiow, which,
as has been proved, is zenune evidence, thar the judgment
of God is, that it fhould Be evérlafting. - ' :

2. Every reafon for punifhing any with defiruflién fromd the

prefence of the Lord at all, makes it at leaft, as rieceffuy
ta continue the fame execution forever, if the execution of
this punithmént at firft, was neceffary as 2 réward of evil
deeds, then as long asevil deeds continue, the reafon of this
execution continues. But there ¢an heé none dut evil deeds
in Hell ; therefore the redfon of that puniflihert dan never
ceafe. If thi¢ punifhmerit wag inflifted at fitfl, in hwnor to
divine juftice, then as lorig as diviné juftice remains the
fame, f{olong thereafon for this puninifbment rewains.. If
this execution wasmadé€at firft, to teftify Gods abhorrence of
fin, then as lmg as that abhorrence remains, this execution
muft remain. Ged, right, dnd the moral nature of things
never charige: whatéver theréfore, in the nature of God, o
right, or 6f mhorality, iriduced and juhified the firft executi-
on in this cafe, will at Feaf¥, juftify it foreves. Js Jifaem Cafbus
eadem off Rats, in like cafes the fame reafon obtdins. No eva.
fion ean be made from fhis arzument, but that the damned,
will in fome periéd of their mifery ceafe fromrfinning, and fo
may Bé difcharged.  Againft which fuppofition the following
thinge lie, viz. oL

1. Such fuppofed ¢eflition from finning. muf be from a
motive ab intta, ot ab extra, from avithin, or from avithowt ; fiom
within, it cannot defive withouf a wew heart, apd there is

——————wot opgindicaiiod in the ward of God, or nature of things,

that a pew heart wili e @iven in hell, if théie was, the neareft
profpet of gond to fome nferi, Woird e their fpeedy arrival
among the damned ; and from without, this uppofed ceffation
from finning. cannot derivé: both becauf¢ the applicati-
ons nof redem ption are peculidr to this life, dccording té the
Bible; and becaife the wrath of God, and nothing elfé is re-
vealed refpe&ing ;the damned ; and Iaftly; becaufe the oath
of an unchanging God barrs all hope, Heb. iii. 11, i

2. Another _thini;l which lies againft the. above fuppofiticn
is, their old finful habits having full poifeflion of their mtur’eﬁ,‘
mu;
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muft cantinve, while thst endures; alfo their old fine, having’ -

in théir nature eternal demerit neceffarily bind to an eternity
of fuffering. The intrinfic malignity of all fin is meafi
by the revealed dignity of its objeQl. An offence committed.
ainft the known authority, and dignity of a prince, by his
?gbjea, differs vafkly in its” intrinfic malignity and &emerit,
from that of the fame altion msterially agamft a peafant. As
much groffer is the cafe before us, as God is above 2 fellow.
finmer ; now this difference is in all views quite infinite. . Such
therefore is the demerit of all fins againft God, and how fhould
the fubje@ poffibly open 2 new account, while the old re-
mains peceflarily unballanced. ) :

3. The very nature of all difappninted, difpleafed and tor-
mented fpitite, is felf-vindication, felf-excuting, and to cen-
ceive accufing allegations againft the fourceof their trouble.
This iz obvicus, both to nbfervation and fenfation ; but all this
is effentially fin, and wickednefs againft God ; yet fuch fin
and wickednefs mufl from the nature of the cafe, eternally’
employ the damned,. withcut exception of one fenfation, or
a&t of volition; till they become cordially pleafed with the
pains of damnation, and if this is perfeétly impoffible, them it
18 equally fo, that fuch fin and wickednefs thould ceafe, or
their confequently deferved punifhme nt. .

. XI. 1f eternity of punifhment,on fuppofition of its certainty,
is an infinite Zood in the intelligent fyftem ; then to deny the

" eternity of pUni{hmeméis to demy what is an infinite good in the .

intelligent fyftem. But an eternity of punifhment, fuppof-
ing it to be certain, is an infinite good in the intelligent
{fyftem. Therefore to deny the eternity of future punifhment
is to deny what is an infinite good in the intelligent fyfiem
Now that future eternal punifhment is fuch infinite goed,
thall be proved.

1. If for thinking beings, fubjefls of a fupreme perfe&
government,to be made circumftantially acquainted with, and
well affured of the mind of their Supreme, and the defigns
of his government. is an infinite priviledge; and an infinite

iviledze is an infinite good ; then the confequence avails :
gut for fuch {ubje&s to be fo iniormed and aflured of the mind
and defigns of their Supreme, is an infinite priviledge, and
fuch ptiviledge is an infinite good : Therefore future eternal
punithment is an infinite good in the intelligent fyftem.
So that if it was not made certain, ’tis moft defirable that
it fhould be fo. Buta bslief of divine perfe&ions, and tlit\a.t
: : is
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his government, and whole plan, are juft like himfelf, in
propiiety and nighteoufnefs, implies a belief, that every de-

~firable and pe:fe® good for his fyttem is contained in it;

and that for fuch fubie&ts to be. fo made acquainted with
and aflured of the mind and defigns of their Supreme, an
of his univerfal dominion, is a priviledge, will not be de-
nied; nor will any deny it to be aih infinite priviledge
who believe fuch Supieme to be infinite in all views, an
who believe the nature and defign of his government to be
of infinite importance to the fubjefls of it. Anda doubtlefs
the fame light will determine all who have it, that fuch
an infinite priviledge is an infinite good. Eut then it fol-
lqws, that iyture eternal punifhment is an infiniie good, in
the intelligent fyftem, as plainiy as either the nature and
reafon of the cafe, make it evident to be true; or as the
word of GOD fhews it to be certainly a part of his plan.
Both which have been proved already.

2. That which has infinite weight, from its own nature,

" to prevent infinite evil, both moral and penal, and to com-

mend and urge infinite good, both fubje¢tavly and objefliv-

‘ly, to enteiligent creatures, 18 itfelf an infinite good to them :

But the confideration of future eternal pumifhment, is from

"its own narure, of fuch infinite weight; thereiore it isan

infinite good to fuch creatures. For it is an argument of
infinite weight againft all fin and its confequence ; 2nd for
all good and happinefs forever. Confequently thofe who
deny it, remove a mean of infinite weight, for the good of
mankind and the glay of Ged. .
. 3. If futare eternal punifbment has influence to the honor
of God, and of all divine objeQs: it is an infinite goad ;
but the former is true; therefere fuch punifhment is an infi-
nite good in the fyftem. _

1. It is an everlifting monumental evidence, that there
is no unrizhteoufnefs in God. And that.which fupports the

" honor of infinite rightecusnefs, truth, and goodnefs, is itfelf,

for that reafon, infinitely good. God has well informed imen
of the nature and demerit of fin ; and has given aflurance
that in cafe of difebedience, he would aflign them, to this
very punithment ;; which is therefore the proof in faQ, that
 juft and right is 4¢”> Whereas the denial, and removal of
this evidence, cafts the reproach of falfhood, 2nd delufion
en the nature, name and word of God. . . '

%. Everlafting
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2. Everlafting punifhment refle@s honor on the laws of
God. It is pemalty fupports the honor of all Jaws. Divine
laws being infinite 1 all views, their honor can be fup-
ported by nothing lefs than punithment anfwerable to their

nature. . . .

3. It reflefts light on the nature, and fhews the reafon,
of fuch chriftian atonement as the Bible diferibes,. The -
atoner being of infinite dignity, could not be fubje&ted tq
fuch fufferings, but on that fuppofition of the infinite demes
rit of fin, which is the neceflary implication of eternal pu-
nithment; That one who was God-man muft endure as
Jefus Ghrift did, has the felf-fame occafional reafon, ase-
ternal punithment has. They refle@t light on each other,
and doubtlefs muft ftand and fall together. - - . :

4. Eternal punifhment refie@s fuch an honor on that ho-
ly law, whofe penaity is there executed, as it is not pof-
fible it thou'd have on any other {uppofition. It fpeaks
that law, whofe penalty it is, to be infinite in excellency.
Whereas a fmall or temporary punifhment, degrades the law,
whofe penalty it is, Therefore we fee every mitigation
of future punifiment, relaxeth moral bonds.

. Therefore without this. doftrine of future eternal pu-
nilfu-nent; the honor of all divine attributes, the value of
the atonement, the dignity of the holy law, the truth of
the Bible; all fail, and are depreciated. And if themean
of all thefe infinite honors is an infinite geod, in the mo-
ral fyftem; then eternal punifhment is an infinite good in
the moral fyftem.

. €. The feriptural notion of future punifhment, juftifies,
and honors the faith, hope and conduét of all true believ-
ers. Their faith was founded in what they faw in the Bi-
ble; this gave fpring to their hope, and holy lives, and
fufferings. If the Bible is never honored with this future
execution; it infinitely weakens and difhonors all their re=
ligion. For one reafon of their religion was a refuge from
- that eternal florm. Heb, vi. 18. Ifaiah xxv. 4. . '

7. The honor of Jefus Chrift’s faviourthip in part depends
on the reallity of eternal punifhment. For falvation always
refpe&ls the evil from which, as well as the good to which
it is affefted. Confequently as much as is taken from the
eternity of future punifhment, juft fo mach is taken from the
glory of falvation by Jefus Chrift. For only by him are a«
ny {aved from ti® wrath to come. I, Thefl. i. xo.

. _ 8. Future <
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8 Futare mmithment is the foil to fet of off diRinguithing
greoe to thofe who are faved: Zives reafon for, and anis
mntes the fongs of fuch, in praife of God and the Lamb;
and it will be as neceflary in all future periods of eternity,
as it was at firft.

9. It is the truth and certsinty of eternal punifhment,
wihich emphatically gives charalter to God, as a righteous
mdge ; and Zives weight, to and fupparts his revealed judsg-
ment, about the nature and difference of fin and holinefs.
Canfequently, : '

1®. Asit will be equally neceflary, thatall thefe purpoles
fbould be ferved in.all periods of eternity, 23 atany of them;
foithe fame reafon which‘juftifies damnation at all, will equal-
ly prove the neceflity of its eternity. ‘

g 1. And as.each, and every one of thefe purpofes ferved by
etermal futuce punifhment, isa gond of intinite value; foit is
revident that{uture eternal punifhment is -an infinite good ; i
the intsiligent fyflem.

12. Nay more, for as.innumerable infinite goods, mnft be
of more worth and value than all theilofes fuftained by a finite
. numbet of finite creatuses, in that future punithment ; {o that
future punifhment, muft on the whole, ‘be a pure, and abfiralt
good, 2 moft rational and worthy obje& of joy and praife, for
the intelligent {y&em, and fo we ave arrived exallly at thedi-
. vine teftimony. Rev. xvi. 5. * thou 2rt tighteous O Lord,
who art and waft and fhall be, becaufe thou haf judged thus’.
And now we may underftand the cxxxvi Pfulm, 10. 14. 37.
18. 19. 20. as a fong of praife for pendl execution, and
each afcribed to'mercy, and that asa reafon which endures
forever, 10 which therefore atl muft concur who love mércy.

And therefore refpe@ing fuch as do not o consur, God will
‘be uftified when he fpeaks, and clear when he judgeth,
Pfalm, lvii, 4. k

XI(I. The twelfth (entiment evidential of eterpal punifh~
.ment i3, it is prabable the damned wouid rather chufe, on

their own .principles, continuance .in their -ftate,than the
-company and employmentsof the beatific vifian, if they -had
_opportunity of {ree.choice. This in fome meafure appears,

1 Becule-the devil, why loves eafe, honor and ‘happinefs,
:as well asany ; when he had oppartunity of free eonve:fation
- wwith his gudze,asin the cafe of Jrb. Job, i, 6. &%:. And aHoin

-the -affair of Ahab, I. Kings, xxii. 2r. 22. And of Jefus
Chrift, whom {atan knew torbe-his fuzereigms Mat, iv. 3. %c-
e
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He never moved one word, for 2 reverfion of the decres of
his punifhment.

2. The natural averfionof finful mento ail holy ohieQls,
which in the Bible is called enmity; is fuch, as doubtlefs
tender the ftate of the damned, more confonant 16 the feel-
ings, of thefe who are in it ; than the immediate glory of
God, and the holy world would be; death and damnation,
make no moral alterationsin the fubjefs; and the f.me difpo-
fition of heart ; which makes avetfion to all holy obje&s here,
no doubt aperates accerding to its nature there.

3. When Dives, one of the damned, had opportunity of free
converfation with Abraham, a fellow man; he off#red not cne
word, for a place in Abraham’s bofom; he only wanted fome
mitigation of mifery, in his own fituation. , ,
" But as the device of falvation for all men, excludes the
noted dofrine of ele&tion; itis neceflary a teftimony fhould
here be given to the truth of this do&rine of God. There-

fore
X{II. If God has chofen 2 number of perfons out of the body
of mankind, to be faved, then ail mankind will not be faved:
But God has chofen a number out of mankind to be faved ;
therefore all men will not be faved, :
Ele&ion is thus defcribed, ex omnibas Edeftio a/ [alutem, i. e.
2 ¢ hoofing fome out of all, Yo falvaticn. So Peter writing to the
believing firangers, 1. Pet. i. 2. fays ** they were eleQ, ac-
cording to. the foreknowledge of God”. And Paul faith,
Rom. xi. 5. ‘“ there w1sa remnant in his time, anfwerable
to Elijah’s feven thoufand, according to the ele€tion of zrace’’,
and he faith of the Theflalonian church, ¢ God hath fiom the
beginning chofen you to falvation,’’ Jefus Chrift faith of his
followets, ¢ T have chofen you out of the world.”> There-
fore Rom. xi. 5. hefaith, ¢ tlge ele@ion hathobtained it, and
the reft were blinded,’”” but ** asmany as were ordained to
eternal life believed,” A&s xiii. 48. bat though itis a pro-
fitution of fuch evidence, to urce it vn fuch as are not infiu-
enced by {criptural authority ; yet for the fake of fuch as re-
verence the judgment of God, a few more evidences may be
given to this eflential article in the divin= fyftem. ,
1. If the fcriptuies are the infallible word of God, and
do affim the dc&trine of eleQion, in the fenfe above ex-
gﬁined, then thisdo&rine muft be believed at infinite peril ;
ut that the feriptiures are the word of God, is eenerally oon-
faff=d, and thatthey do afﬁmi: this do&rine, of Gud's choofing

fome # -
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fome of mankind to falvation, and that therefore all men
cannot befaved, has already been proved, and thall be made
further evident; therefore this doflrine muft be believed, at
the peril of ziving the lieto God and the Bible, and that in
a multitude of inftances. So at the period of this world,
when’ thofe who are heirs of glory, are to be received to th:t
poflefli>n, the accountof ity which is perfetly right, faith
Mat. xxiv. 3t. ¢ Hefhall fend his angels, and they thaif.
gather together hiselect, from the four winds.” And of
thefe God hasdeclared, I. Theil. v ix. * That he has not
appuinted us to wrath, but to obtain falvation by our Lord
éefus Chrift.” And there are about a fcore of inftances in the
ible wherein fome form of the word£LecT is ufed to the fame
purpofe ; and confequently fomany evidences, quite incon-
teftible againtt the device of Salvation for all men. And
twice that number of texts, wherein fome form ef the word:
cHoseN is ufed to the fame purpofe ; each determining the
tiuth and right of the doftrine of elefion in the above
fenfe. Befidesa number of inftances, wherein the word ae-
PoInT in fome of its forms, is ufed, as indicative of the fo-
vereignty, and to the fame purpofe. Alfo a2 number of texts
might be named, wherein the word osrdsised is ufed to the _
famne purpofe. As AQs xiii. 48. forenamed, ¢‘ as many as
weie ordained to eternal life believed.” And about fifty

. pailagesof feripture, indicate the fame fovereignty, and to

the faine purpofe, by the expreffion I awill and the like, as
to the difplay of diftinguithing Zrace among men, refpeQ-
ing final falvation. As Exod. xxxiii. 19. ¢TI will begra-
cious to whom I will be gracious; and I will thew mercy,
on whom I will fhew mercy.’’ So'lfaiahlviii. 8. “ With
everlafting Kindnefs will T have mercy on thee, faith the
Lord thy redeemer.”” And Rom. ix. 16, “ It is notof him
who willeth, nor of hitn who runeth, but of God who thew-

. eth mercy.”

But becaufe a number.of obje&tions, againft this hated dif-
play of the divine nature, feem plaufible to the inconfi-
derste. A very gorief hint of reply may be given to fome
of them. L . . - '

Obj. 1. But thisdoes not agree with thatlove which Ged
has for men in commen. -

Anf. ‘No feripture implies that God has /favimg Lewe for
mankind in common. Many fcriptures which are perverted
to fuppo:t that diftate of pride have been proved already

DR - to
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to have no fuch import. But God, as the God of all na-.
ture, doth fp leve men in common, 73-to fend his own fon
in their nature, to fet an example for them all; and to make .
altual and perfe. atonement, for fuch of them, as it pleaf-
ed God to give him, in the covenant of reademption. He
doth fo love them in common, as to give t}‘,em bring, life,
breath, and all the mercies they enjoy. ‘‘He maketh his
fun to rife on the ‘evil and on the good ; 4nd fendeth rain
on the juft, and on the unjuft. And fo his tender mercies
are on them all. - ‘

Obj. 2. This ‘makes God a refpe@ar of perfone, which
is contrary to Afts x. 34.

Anf. No perfonal confideration at all, commends any per-
fon to the grace of God; he -neither loves or hates any,
becaufe they are black or white, Jew or Greek, rich or
poor, of for any thing elfe merely perfonal. ‘¢ Notfor your
fakes, do I this, faith the Lerd God, be it known to you.”
Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Saving grace is all for Chrift’s fake, not

- for ours.

Obj. 3. Then there ‘is need of good works.

Anf. And art thou one of thofe who expe® to be faved
by good works? No works of ours are the means, or rea-
fons of eleQion, or confequent falvation. Thofe who are
faved are ele@ed to do guod works, 2s much as to falva-
tion, and as an evidence of their title to it, and qualifi-
cation for it. ‘‘ They are chofen to falvation through fane-
tification of the fpirit, and belief of the truths’ II. Thefl.
ii. 13.

Obj. 4. But the threatnings of the law are made in com-
mon to all.

Anf. They be fo, as a mean to make them fee their dan-
ger, and need of a {aviour, and ‘‘ they that hear fhall live.”
John v. 25. Thisis a mean eftablifhed to bring 3about
the end and defizn of eleCtion.

hObj. 5. Then God made multitudes on purpofe to damn
t €. . N .

Anf. Tt is not true, The firft obje& of defign with Ged,
in all his woiks is, ** to make his name known in all the
earth,””  Rom. ix. 16.,i. e, to fhew to all, who heis, and
what he can do. That he may be feared, obeyed, and
tiufted. Indeed he always knew’ who would regax\& him,
and who not : and italways waz his decree, *“the foul that
fing fhall die.” Ezek.xviii. 20, Wickednefs chofen, ansg\

: hel
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held faft is acertzin mean of defru®ion. ¢ The ways of
{in are deith.” Rom. vi. 23. But damnation of men never
was the leading nhjedt of defign with God. He canuot have
talte for that objedt in itfelf. Yet he delights te glorify
his juRiee, on thofe who have abufed his meafures. ¢ Je-
fus knew from the beginning who they were that believed
not, 3nd who fhould betray him.” John vi. 64.

Qbj. 6. But the doétrine of eleftion tends to relax the
bonds of morality. ) L

Anf. All men aie bound to helinefs, both in principle’
and pra&ice; and thefe bonds rcannot be relaxed, but by
choice of their fubje@, And what fuch fubje&t knows not
can zive no juft caufe to fuch choice ; but no man knows the
obje& of elettion ; till he finds Jefus Chrift is the objeét of his
own ele@icn. And that his ¢wn principle prevents remiff-
nefs to holinefs.

robj. 7. But abfolute eleftion renders means of grace ufe-
lels. : ;

Anf. If by means of grace ismeant any thing in this world,
fufficient of itfelf to give grace; it is as wide from the Bi-
bie, as the denial of eletion. But if the obje&ion defigns
means appointed and ufed-by God 1o beget zrace; it ismoft
injudicius. How fhould God’s chufing fome to falvation,
hinder his beftowing grace on them? No man ever was chof-
en immediately to falvation ; eleflion is immediately to the
priviledge of divine inftitutions; and fs to the bleffing of
God attending them, and fo tn falvation following there-
upon. II. Thefl. ii. 13. * God hath chofen you to falva-
non;\ ”fhrough fan&tification of the fpirit, and belief of the
tuth,

1. I the do&@riie of eleflicn is neceffary to the honcur
of all divine perfeftions, then it ought to have a place a-
mong eternal truths, Lut the former is true, therefore the
Jatter muft be allowed. A few things muft be premifed to
clear the truth of this hypothefis. . :

1. That Jefus Chrift was defigred from eternity to the:
office of redeemer of finners, this will be allowed, and this
is the reafon why ‘he is called * the Lemb flain from
the foundation of the word.”” Rev. xiii. 8. To this end
was he ‘‘foreordained, before the foundation of the world.™
I. Peteri. zo. :

2. That the price of redemption intentiopally paid by
him- then, was infinitely great -and valuable. This alfo:
will be allowed. 3. That
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3. That the moving reafon of all this was Tax Wit on
Gop. Therefore faid Pfalm x1. 7, 8. ¥ Lo I come, .1 de-
light todo thy will) O my God.”> And Johnx. 18. I lay
gow‘? my life, this commandment have 1 received of my

ather. ¥

4. Then it became neceflary for the honor of ‘all diving
perfe@ions, that his reward fhould be affigned him, by the
fame fove:eign will, and made infallibly fecure,that he might
know certainly what he fhould have, for the travail of his foul .

1. The honor of divine juftice became interefted, in Chrift’s

having a reward affigned him, and this made infallibly cers
., nain, For itisarule of natural righteoufnefs, ¢ the la{oute'z
. s worthy of his hire,” Luke x. 7. but how this coftly attone-
ment fhould fucceed, or whether it fhould certainly fucceed at
all, could not be made quite certain to Jefus Chrift, but by an
abfoluie determination or decree, wherein God pled ge th him-
felf to the redeems=r, to caufe to be effeQuated fuch fuccefs and
reward infallibly. There is nothing in all exiftence abfo-
lutely infallible biut God. The reafon of this cafe deminded
infallibzlity of fecurity to Jefus Chrift. Therefore Rom. v, viii.
29. fpeaksin this manner, he did Predeftinate, or abfolutely
decree and appoint, thofe whom ke foreknew, to be conform«
ed to'the im2ge of his fon ; that he, i. e, Chrift, might be
quite fure that he thould be the firft boin among many bre~
thren. thereforeitisfaid,in Gal. iii. 17. that the law cotld
not difannul the covenant which was confimed before of God
in Chrift, and Ifaiah defcribes this righteous fettlement thus,
Ifa, liii. 10. * when thou fhalt make his foul an offering for
fin, he fhall fee his feed”, and when all this is fulfilled jn
1a&k, then juftice is honored, for God the father has dealtjutly
by his fuffering fon. '

Obj. But wemake this reward the greater,and mote he-
norable, by excluding ele&ion ; and allowing the whole hy-~
mane race to Chrift, inftead of an ele& number.

Anf. Thatis no honor at all, but an infinite reproach, whi¢h
advancerh one attribute of God, atthe expence, and infinite
difhonor of another. Righteoufnefs and juftice are attributes
of God, immediately difhonored by fin, and they have a prima«
- 1y demand for reparation of honors; but in the device of f?-‘-

vation for all men no equal monument of honer, to thefe di-
vine attributes is allowed at all. v L

It is indeed faid, that Jefus Chrift fupplied this defe&t, by
equal honors. te thofe divine attributes, but we all know thyt
. I 1
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o man knows any thing at all abnut this affair, but what
11:? findsin the Bihle, we alfo equally know not only that the
Bible fays no fuch thing, but afhirms, and uniformly maintains
thereverfe, viz. that Jefus Chrift did not make his foul an of-.
fering for all finners, aa haa heen proved, but for thofe only.
whom Gad had chofen, or ele&ted in Chnift, according toEph-
i. 4. therefore Rev. xiv. 4. faith, ¢ thele are they which
follow the Lamb ; thefe were redeemed from among men,’’ -
confequently noattonement was a&lually made for the reft of
mankind ; thereforeunappeafed wrath impends him ftill ; and
eternal punifhment is prepared for them, as has been proved
already..

So that the denial of the dofirine of eletion,.implies infi-
nite difhanor to the righteoufne(s of God ; which can be folv-
ed noway but on the avowed principle of the Bible, viz.. that
Jefus Ghrift did perfe& honor to injured juftice, by an equal
attonement, for all who were given him, by the fatherin the
covenant of redemption ; and the fame divine attribute is ho-
nored, as to all others by infli€tion of the penalty always fuf-
fered to the breach of the law. , :

2. So alfo the mercy of God is honored by the doftrine of e~
leQion. Thereigre on the plan of the Bible, which always
implies this doftrine ; the Ixxxv Pfalm, 10, v. fays, ‘* mer-
cy and tiuth are ‘met together: ri:hteoufnefs and peace have
kiffed each other.”” And this in confequence of the falvation
wrought out by Chrift, named in the foregcing 9. v. And on
the fame account the Apoftie faith, Eph. i. 4. 5. 5. that
God's having predeftinated thofe whom he had chofen, or e- -
le@ed in Chrift, to the adoption of children, by Jefus Chrift to
himfeX, according to the gond pleafure of his will, isto the

raife of the glory of his grace, and thefame Apoftle teacheth

om. ix. 23. that * the riches of hisglory are made known,
cn the veffels of mercy afore prepared unto glory,”” Nay mer-
cy is eminently honored by eleftion, two ways,

I. Becaufe mercy, love, and goodwill to men, are the

fource ofit. Therefore the Apoftle afcribes ele&tion, which
is according to the fore-knowledge of God the father, to the
abundance of hismercy, I, Pet. 1. 2. 3. foit is calle& elefti-
on of grace, or mere mercy, Rom. xi. §.
. 2. Becaule abounding meicy is the effe® and confequence
of eleftion, “ hz hath chofen you to falvation;”’ and to holi-
nefs and faith, as the only way to that falvation. II. Thefl.
ii, 13. they who areelelted, ** have grace and peace multi-.

S : plied
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plied to them,” I Pet.i. 2. ele&ion infallibly ‘iffues in ¢ 5
ively hope, of the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, referved in heaven for them,” 1. Pet.
i. 4. and they are furely ““ kept by the power of God, through
fait‘t to that falvation,” 5. v. but for men to afcibe to me;~
¢y, the falvation of all men,. without any wartrant from
God, is fuch a dithonor to the mercy of Ged, as weakens the

-feriptural teftimony about it;.and deftroys the gtound and
“reafnn of chriftian confidence init; becaufe of courfe;‘thc Bi-

ble is not to be depended on about it, The like mig
ledzed of every other attribute of God. -
~ So it appears that it was neceflary there fhould be an
ele@tion of fome to eternal life, that Jefus Chrit mighe
have infallible. affurance of feeing the travail of his feul,
and of being fatisfied, that as many as were given him, in
that intlexible decree, fhould cerrainly be with him, to
behold his glory, and fhout his praife forever and ever. And
it was neceffary as an infallible ground of affurance and
certainty, that every attribute of God, fliould be feen and
held, honorable and gloricus forever. TFor nothing at-all
in a fcheme of favor to finners, can be an infallible groun
of certainty, but a decree of God, Nor any thing make
the import of fuch decree publickly certain, but proper af-
furance that it derives from the inflexible, and rightfully
fovereizn WiiL of Goeo: having in view the glory of all
his attributes, and the infallible difplay of infinite mercy in
the falvation of fome finners; which indeed, as the cafe is,
is a pumber paft all numbering,«¢ which no mancan aum-
ber. Rev. vii. 9. ‘
XIV. If the do&rine of falvation for all men, and fo of
‘coutfe, the exclufion of the divine doftrine of gracious e-
leftion, imports a fuppofition of the natural fufficiency of the
will of man, to any good work ; then that do&lrine of falvation
for allmen, with its confequent implications,is to be avoided,
with moft ferious deteftation. Some reafon for this conclufion

t be al-

" fhall be given.

1. The do&rine of falvation for all men, implying as is a-
bove fuppofed, is certainly incenfiftent withthe evidences of
the mind and will of God, abcve-cited ; and with innume-
rable others; a fpecimen of which now follows, II. John, ix.
10. 11, * whofoever tranfgrefleth, and abideth not in the -

" doftrine of Chrift, hath not God: he that abideth in the doc-

trine of Chrift, hath both the Father and the ‘Son. If there
come
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gome any o you and bring not this do@rine, receive him 'not,
fnto your houfe; neither bid him God fpeed, for he that bid-
deth him Geod fpeed, is partaket of his evil deeds.” The4ca-
pital idea in this paflage of fcripture, isin the word ¢ tranf-
grefleth.”)  Some evidence of its fenfe and pertineney in this
¢afe, muft be added. o :
.. 1. Thisword int the original is Parebsinson, Era/mus 1enders -
its theme hy Praswaricor, but this word fignifies to betray g caufe,
to pieadfakfe ; 1o take the fide of am adverfary. Confequently fueh is
the meaning of * tranfgrefleth,” in this text, add fuch ia the
matter we are warned dgainft in it. .Beza,renders the greek
gord,‘ by aberrs, which fignifies re goafray from am oft 1blfbed rule,
ch therefore is. the meaning of ** tianfgrefleth” in the text,

and againft-all who do fo we are warned in it.

2. The word of infpicationrendered ¢ abideth’ in this text
is mesoon, Leigh's cfit. fac. {ays it fignifieth, Confactiam; et
penitifsimam Inbsfionen. a conftant and moft deep inhefion in the
doQrine of Chrift, implying that all who do not fo, are to be a- -
yoided, by this command of Ged, 6n its own fearful penalty.

‘3. The above menticned word rendered * tranfgrefleth,” is
ufed Mat. xv. 3. to fignify making ®oid, or fetting afide, the
doftrine, or commndments of God, by. mere devices of men,
fuch therefore asdo fo, we are warned againftin this text,

- 4+ Theniargin of the Bible refers the reader to 1.Cot. v. 11,
asof 3 parrellel nature and importance, butthere the counfel
fubjoimed is; ¢¢ with fuch an one no not to eat.’”” It alfe re-
fere toI. Cor. xvi. 22. Which is, ** if any man love not the
Lord Jefus Chrift;*" of which. his peinciples and pra&tice
muft bz evidence , ¢‘ let him be ani1thema maranatha,” he alfo
tefers to Gal.i. 8.°“if we, or an aigel from heaven, preach any
other gofpel to you.than that we have preached to you, let him
be accurfed,”” and to thew how much God himifelf infifted on
keeping theentire {yftem of the gofpel uncorrupted : it is re-
peated again inthe next vere,  let him be ac¢curfed.”
: Indeed the author of the Bible, fo well knew its pérfeftion
asa fyftzm; and the moft inpsrtant necefliry, of it, being pre-
ferved pure, and confidered as a perfect teft of Right ; both in
1hings to'be belicted, andin thinysto beden=; that though
. he approved the Church of Pergamss,in moft points, yet she
charged them, With having among them fuch as held the doc-
trine of Balaan, the crimeof which was, cafting 2 ftumbling
block before the children of Ifrael, They had alfo thofe
who held the doftrine of the Niche/artans, which God&\;(eg.
S : : ic
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which admonifheth all people, as they fear God, and would be
conformed to his perfe&t fyftem, and fo be acceptable to him ;
that they avoid, and oppofe a fett of notions, fo palpably in-
confiftent with the whole Bible as thisof falvation for all
men, with its appendages, have been proved to be.

2. The dofrine of falvation for all men isan open affront to
the letter, as well as evidént meaning of plain fcripture. " The
Pible affurés us, that God of his abounding grace, defigned

me, yea, many of the fallen race of men to falvation, by Je-
us Chrift, and gave them to himfor that purpofe ; and thefle
are they for whom he made fatisfaftion ; which is the plain -
fm_{:e of the following expreffios of the mind of God, viz. John
xvii, 6. &c. I have manifefted thy name to theman whom
thou gaveft me out of the world, thine they were and thou ga-
vett them me, I pray for them, 1 pray not for the wotld, but for
them which thou haft given me. They are not of the world,
éven as I amnotof the world. Fortheir fakes I fan&ify my-
felf; that they alfo may be fan&ified through the -truth.”
John xviii. 9. * Of them which thou gaveft me, I have loft
none.” Johni. 12. * Toas many asreceived him, to them
gave he power to be fons of G>d.” Johniii. 16. “ That who-
foever bzlieveth in him fhould not perith.”> Johnx, 2 ?‘ ‘ My
Father who gave them me, is greater than all.”  John vi 3?;
% And hiswill is, thatof all which he hath givenme. Ifhould
lofe nothing.” The apoftle’s objet was ‘¢ to fave fome." *“ All
men have not faith.” II. Thefl iii. 2. The flock of God is.

$alitile flock.” Yet itis * the pleafure of God to give them

the kingdom.” Luke xii, 32. Unly they who have partin
the firft refurre@ion, ace written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Rev. xiii. 8. 20. 6. Only thofe ¢ whom he fore-knew did he
predeftinate to be conformed to the image of his fon.”” Rom.
viii.29. Spiritual bleffings are peculiar to fuch as are chofen
in Chrift; they only being predeftinated to the adoption of
children. Eph.i. 3. 4.5. Thefe are the eleQed, or chofen

" generation ; the purchafed people. 1. Pet. ii. 9. * Innowife

thall any ente: into the kingdom of heaven, but they who are

" written in the Lainb’s book of life.” Rev.-xxi. 27.

‘5. The do&rine of falvaiion for all men, tends to deceive

multitudes with hopss of falvation, to whom God has given

no hopes of it._ ¥or only fuch éa believe and are conformed
.. ’ . 1Q
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to the Bible, can have falvation. Matk xvi. 16 * Toevery
foul of them who obey unrighteoufnefs, fhall be rendered in-
dignation and wrath.” Rem.ii.$,9. * The wicked fhall
be turned into hell, with all the nations who forget God.
Pfal. ix. 17. Be not deceived, the unrighteous fhall not in-
herit the kingdom of God. I. Cor. vi: 9. And the holy book
abounds with fuch fentences. To all which, the device of fal-
vation for all men, is amoft daring oppofition ; and the faireft
way to fupport a pretence of thisdevice, is to deny the divini«
ty of- Jefus Chrift, and the Bible. And after Deifm, the 10ad
is open to Atheifm, and either of thefe will decide the point,
wh thall be faved and whe not,  But ’tis affefting to confider
multitudes, without any qualificatinns for future happinefs.
. pacifying their confeiences with this, that fome men, an
perhaps, becaufe of advantage, they call them great and
good, affirm that Chrift died for all, and of courfe that all
fhali be faved. So becaufe this better glcafeth a flothful wick-
ed heart, they turn a deaf ear to the bible, and to all who urge
its contents, for they cannot hold both to be true, fince:they
are dire&iy oppofite to each other. And as God will not
beftow falvation ina way difhonorable to Jefus Chrift and the
Bible, fo all fuch muft perith,

Hoping what has been offered on the foregoing topics, may
excite fome hand more at leifure, and better furnithed to do
them juftice; a few corollaries will conclude the whole,

1. The do&rine of eleftion has divine authotity, i.’e. abfo-
lute affurance was given to the redeemer, for whom, and
how many, he flbuld make fatisf»&ion to divine juftice, which
number of rnankind being as has been thewn quite numberlefs ;
isin the feripture called the Lord’s inheritance ; his people,
his partion, heritage &c. which being chofen for his part, he
will never leave nor forfake. Heb, xiii. 5. to thefe the king-
dom of heaven is fecured by covenant, Heb. ix. 15. and it
muft be high arrogance to affign to that kingdom any among
* men, not quallified according to charter, and who cannot be
named in the Lams’s bock of life.

2. Thenthe zreat God is abfolute fovereign ; and it is law-
ful for him to do what he will with his own. Mat. xx. I, all
mankind wers his fole property : “and he dealt bountifully with
them. The have gone aftray, and wafted his goods; thoui*é‘
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he had given them 2 fummary of hislaw, by which they knew,
thedemeritof fin was death in all fenfes. Now all their,
goodsare forfeited ; and they have no claim, but execution
of penalty. Yet thiswas the time of love, he paffed by, and
f2id to his Jerufalem, as a type of his ele, Live, Ezek. xvi.
€. and when he faw there was none to fave them, his own arm
brought falvation, he faid, ¢ I will redeem them from death,””
Hof. xiii. 14. and as the fource of this hope, was the mere
benevolence of God, fo when he had gloriﬁe& him{felf in fuch
a purpofe ; he held himfelf obliged to glorify himfelf again in
an anfwerable accomplifhment. John xii. 28,

3. Towhat purpofe then can it be, to palmon him, a more
extenfive inheritance, among men, than he wha is Lord of
all, chofe for that purpofe ? Efpecially as no manner of title
can begiven, for want of authority, Will he thank them for
it? furely no. Will he not rather reprove them, and fet thefe
things in dreadful order before their eyes? Pfalm 1. 21. 22.

3. Then perfe&t righteoufnefs may be affirmed of every word,
and every work of God. " *‘ He is a rock, his work is perfeét,
all hisways are judgment, a God of truth, and witheut ini-
qQuity juft and right is he.” Deut. xxxii. 4. Therefore he curf-
eth them who pervert judgment. Deut, xxvii. 19. - And will
furely reprove them whodeal deceitfully for him. Jub xiii,
7, 8, 9, 10, 11,

5. Then it certainly becomes us, to regulate our fenti-
ments and condu&t, exaltly according to the determinitions
of his moft perfe& fyftem; for every deviation from it, wiil
receive a juft recompenfe of reward. Heb. ii. 2. Befides,
by this wo.d fhall we all be judged at the laft day. For
when the three books, which are the spublick regifters of
the’ kingdom, Thall be opened, of which the Bible isone;
while ifcience and confcience, are the other two; 41
men will be judged out of the things written in thefe books ;
Jjuft as they have treated them. Rev. xx. 12. So it is the
higheft intereft, as well as duty, of all men to govern them-
felves entitely, by the moft legible of thefe books; the Bi-
ble. For ‘it is a quick difcerner of the thoughts, and in-
tents of the heart,”’ Heb, iv. 12, .

[} §, By
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€. Pyatténtion to the Bible we gain the tgafons, .which in-
fluenced the divine mind, in concertin his plan, efpecially ag
to his chufing fome of mankind, and not all to falvation,
viZe .
1. That he might thereby eftablifha witnefling monument,
“of the righteous fovereignty, of which he knew himfelf well
pofilef; and which he knew it was beft for men to know
and revere, For he lnew all men weré his abfolute property ;
and that they were all bankiupts; having totally foifeited
all good, and loft all ground of claim to a reftoration. He knew
alfo that his juftice was as honorable ashis mercy ; yea that
both were alike honerable, And though he was under no
bonds to fiew mercy at all; yetfuch is his benevolent nature,
that mercy pleafed him. Eutfome of men, were due to his ju- -
ftice, a3 a monument of its righteoufnefs. And the judge of
- all the earth muft do right. Somie ancient evidences of his
righteous fovereignty, aré not to be difputed. He defeated the
councel of ¢ ARIThoPuEL, to the intent that he might bting e~
vel upon Assorom.”? II. Sam. xvii. 14. And did in fa&t give
order in fuch manner, as fhould iflue in the final blindnefs of
many. lfsithvi. 9, 70.. To this end he fent firong delufions
to fome, that they might be damned. Il Thefl. ii. 11,12. So
his righteoufnels appears, in making the wicked for the day
of evil. Prov. xvi. 4. And difobedient ones were appointed
to ftumble at the word. I Pet.ii. 8. And fome as natural
brute beafts made to be deftroyed, fhall utterly perifh, I1. Pet.
i, 12,

2. That he might make his graece appear ae felf-fuficient,
in making falvation infallible fure to fome, wh» deferved it
nn more than thofe who were befare ordained to damnation.
Jud.iv. And to bind them, by the firongeft bonds to hcnor
hislaws, and praife his grace forever. And they will forever
‘*“fing unto the Loid, becaufe he hath dane marvelous things.”
Pfaim xcviii. 1. . ‘ -

3. That he might furnith the Lapir hdinr, ot effefual touch-
ftone; by which te try the fpirits of mankind. Meén often fay,
© Igofir.” _But when they find the evident drift of the Bible,
1= to exalt the Lord alone, and to humble the pride-of all flefh; .
then they turn back, and walk no more with it, They fay
thefe ai¢ hard fayings; and they are offended. For * they are

: lovers



put out of all Diseurse. ‘ 53
Iovets of their own felves.” 1I. Tim. iii. 2. And cannot en-
dure what God hag given for found do&iine. Il Tim.iv.3.
And fometimes they ‘¢ thoot their arrcws, even bijtter words”
againft chriftianity, 2nd turn Deifts. And fomake their fol-
ly manifeft to all men. II. Tim. iii.9. But God * willren-
der to every man accoirding to his deeds.” Rom. ii. 6.

7. Then to hold the falvation of all men, is no evidence of
love either to God or man. It is no evidence of love to God,
for love to God, always coincides with his written word,
Therefore Chrift fays, ¢ If ye love me, keep my command-
ments.” John xiv, 1g. And ** if any man love me, he will
keep my wards.” John xiv. 23. Whereas the noticn of fal-
vation for all mep, is not only no ﬁart of the word of God ;
but moft. palpably inconfiftent with it, as has been proved,

Nor doth this notion indicate love to man. For love to
man never flattera them in fin, never leads into fnares in-
dulgently ; nor leaves them in evident danger. All which
is true of enccuragements of falvation to any, in a way di-
 re&ly coatrary to the word of God. For the cenftant man-

ner of the word of God, isto urge faith and holinefs, as the
only fupport of a hope ef falvation, and 10 denounce dam-
nation to all deftitute of thefs qualifications. Love feeks
the good, not the harm of its obje&®. Faith and holinefs
are the henor, as well as happinefs of their fubje©®. Thefe
therefore are the firft defign of the Bible ; and it givesaf-
furance to the fubje&ls of them, be they otherwife who, and
what they may ; that they fhall be happy forever. And there
i3 no hope to any other; for ¢ the wicked {hall be turned
into hell, with all the nations that forget God.” Pfalm
ix, 17, :

8. Then it is the part of inhuman cruelty to flatter men
with the hopes of heaven, in a way utterly inconfiftent .
with the determined-counfel of the God of heaven. And
fo in a way which muft neceflarily terminate in eternal
mifery ; from the nature of the cafe, as well as from the word
- of God. For fin and guilt are the natural cunftituents of
mifery. * Deceive not with thy lips,’’ is an exprefs law
of God. Prov. xxiv. 28, There is a word of do&rine by
the f{light and craftinefs of men, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive. Eph. iv. 14. There can be no peace to fuchas
‘take meafures to defiroy men. What peace had Zimar

i« flew his mafter? The
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The author therefore bezs the liberty of a few words in
friendly freedom with thefe men, who fuppert the do&trine
of falvation for all men.

‘Dear Sirs, You allow the Bible is the word of God;
you make ufe of it as fuch; you allow its authority is well
eftablifbed. How can you fail to fee the importance of its
analogy, i. e. the confiftency of one part with annther?
God is one; and his fyfem is like himfelf. It is like the
coat which Chrift wore, without feam, woven throughout,
You muft have fome difficulty to reconcile your views, with
many parts of the fcripture.  How much faier would it be
for you to fufpe@ a fcheme of fentiments, of which youm uft
have the trouble of doubting whether it will be owned, or
not, in the buming day? Than to run a prefumptious ven-
ture, of the final difpleafure of your judge, for perverting
his word, and for teaching men {6, - It is moft certain that
they who lave his word in its moft manifeftly confiftent
fenfe, muft have peace, the peace of God which paflethun-
derftanding. ‘Their confcioufnefs muft happify them. But

refumers in divine mattere, cannot have the witnefs with-
in them, that in uprightnefs and godly fincerity, they hold
their religious converfation. It wi.l not do, to1un rifques
in matters of eternity. - When our hearts are found in God’s
ftatutes, they will feel bleflednefs. And God will love
them who unfeignedly love his holy laws. God has cer-
tainly communicated his mind to us in the feriptures as he
thought beft, Why ate you not willing he fhould judge
for you in that matter: Since you allow the divinity of the
fyftem ? Our Saviour fays, ** if it were not fo, I would have

told you.” John xiv. 2. His kindnefs and wifdem certain-

1y concerted the whole fcheme of the Bible, Can you fup-
pof= on ferious confideration, that if hereally intended the .
falvation of all men; he would not have told us fo, plain-
1y enough? What could be his motive to conceal that mat-
ter; when doubtlefs, if it was his mind, he could have made
it quite indifputable ? He was certainly at liberty to fay
what he pleafed about it. Why did he not fay it, and fay
it always; that fo important a matter, might be out of all

~ doubt? But you fee he has not. Was he uncertain- about

the mind of God, in that affair, himfelf ? Surely not. Vghé'
. 1
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did he not fpeak out then? And not leave us fo embarraf:
fed. Whereas he has given us one. concife emphatical
counfel ; which if duly attended to, would relieve us en-
tirely, viz. Johnv. 39. * Seaich the fcriptures they are they
which teflify of me.”> The word rendered fearcd is sresnage
its theme is rendeied by Seruror ; pleafe to admit a few words
from the noted Mr. Perxins on the import of this worg,
Leigh’s Crit. Sac. in Verb, He fays, ““the word is Meta-
phorical, taken from fuch as fearch in mines, for filver and
gold. - They will dig deep, they will break the feveral clods
of earth to pieces, to find the golden ore. Thus muft we
dedl with the feripture. Search as we would for gold,-or
fome precious thing, which we would fain find.”” Prov. ji.
4. ‘“ Search,i. e, thake and lift them, as the word figni-
fies. Search narrowly, till the true force and meaning, of
every fentence; yea of every word and fyllable, nay of e-
very letter and iota therein, is known and underftood ; com-.
})are place with place, the fcope of one place, with the
cope of another. Things going before, with what comes
after, yea compare word wit word, letter with letter; and
fofearch it throughly.” Thus he, And is not divine coun-
fel worth this pain ? Ts not out own information, peace, and
€ternal intereft worth it? Would not all this labour be well
repaid, if by that mean, we got evidence of the mind of
God ? Well, he has faid “ then fhall we know, when we
follow on to know the Lord.” Hof. vi. 3. And doubtlefs
giving good heed to thefe counfels, would prevent much
darknefs and trouble; and fecure us from many dangerous
fentiments and praftices. Befides, you are fenfible, my
friends ; that you ace fomewhat unhappy, not only by the
diffention of many from you; but for want of fome more
clear and convincing fcripture-light, in your favor. And
becaufe you are fenfible there is fome appearance of evi-
dence againft you in the Bible. Now what if through im-
. perfefion, or fomething; for you know you are not infal-
lible: it fhould appear at the laft day, that you was utter-
ly miftaken; for God will have his own way, for all you,
orme? And it is certainly reafonable to call itin queftion.
If- fu, he will probably fay, fomething like this; I told you,
en the whole plainly enough; my people in generations be-
fore you, underfiood it well. But you precipitately made

T your
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your dwn cinclufions; you faid, I would {ave all men,
7 did not tell you. fo; and you know I told you m;)‘v
things in my word, quite inconfiftent with it but you wil-
lingly kept your own fentiment about it. And now fee
the crouds yonder, who were made fecure -in fin, by your
.do&rine; pleafing themfelves.that all would be faved, and
fo they were fafe. . And moWw -their day is over; I have
dealt with them, juft asI told.you, sud them, that I would.
- They came here in theit finy, and I haye bapithed themto
hopelefls chains fotever and .ever: according to the plain
woid of the Bible. : And now as_judge, -and righteous a-.-
venger, I require the blood of all that multitude, at your.
hands, who were the means -of their deftrution. The ve-
1y thought is fhocking! And it is no mask of an henefi
heart, to flight-a hint of fuch importancs. It is abfolute-
ly peceffary that this matter.be fettled happily 3 3 find-
ing time; before difpair fhall render it ufelefs. .
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