Digitized by GOOS[G



1BiBbiBiblbleBBE BB EBEL
| Eonne&icut, N e‘w-Londqn,f Nov. 5. 17‘42; o

'E the Subfcribers. baving lately feen a kitle Book
' entitled, A Difplay of GOD’s fpecial Grace,
att%ed by fevenof the Minifters in Bofton, omit-
“ding other Things, can’t but exprefs our uster Diflike of
what i5 afferted towards the latter End, as contrary to the -
Experience of the Generation of GOD’s Children ; who
never findthat GOD withdratws [enfible Foy and Comfors
' {mm them while t hey live in a Courfe of vital & true Ho-
inefs, as is there fuppofed (Page 108) but only when there, .
are great Breaches in that vital and true Holinefs which
once theymaintain’d, .

- We further teftify, that thofe Minifters putting Per-
fons upon ﬁnding!‘iog their Juftification by 1t)beir én&i-
fication (in fuch a Manner as they have done) hath a direct
Tendency to make the many Thoufands of firiét Pharifees .
into whofe Hands that Book may come, eafy and quiet in
their Minds, and fo {peak Peace ro themfelves while GO

bath no Peace for them. -
It woild be grievous to us to bear Teflimony againft thofe
Gentletnenwho have attefted to that Book, fome of whom
bave been very dear to fome.of us, did we not think the Caufe
of Chrift confirainedus : . And we expelt to be faulted by
Jome Minifters who concur with us in our Senviments abous
the Book,, but think it net prudent to_declare them[elvés
openly.  Yer we out of Loveto Chrift, and Pity to theim-

mortal Seuls of Men, do find: our [elves in Duty bound te .

take upen usthis wnlconn A.;lm;‘wfy.n‘ecg(]'hr,y. ask.
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The great Charatterand Influence of any of thofe feven
Minifters is fo far from being a Reafon, why we [bould
caufe our Tongues and Pens tolie filky, as fome mayima-
" gine, that it ought the rather toinduce thofe Minifters who
are [enfible they have publifbed any Thing dangerous to
the Souls of Men, to bear epen and publick Teftimony a-.
gainftit, which we the Subferibers now folemnly do as in
the Sight of GOD, who fearchetl the Heart, and. tri-
. eththe Reins, begging that bis Ble{fing may dccompany
<vhat we bave done, and leaving all.the Events of it with-
ff’jﬁa tothe goodor Il-willof Merrous, invirelyin bis -
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“N. B. “The'Rev. Mr. Whetlyck and the Rev: Mr.
"~ Pomroy-have alfo inConverfation highly con-
- demned'the -above-mentioned Book, as contains
. ing Doftrines that are- ‘moft dangerous gud: de<
e ftxué}itiéifbtheSoulsof»iMén.-. S
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. NFAVING lately feena little Book upjuftly
B ftil'd Df/plzy of .GOD’s, fpecial ({rge{
i -atiefted by, the feven following Mini-
_ fters in' Boffom, wiz. Dr. Colman, Dr.
ewal, M. Mf_rgnqq, Mr.: Webp, M. : Coopery Mr. Fox-
¢roft, and Mr: Gee: Many Things init appear’d ex-
cepuonable,  Efpecially the Dialogue between Ths-
ophilus and Libertinus, and the Remarks which The- -
ophilus makes after Lébertinus is withdrawn ; almoft
the.whole of whichis contrary to the Experience

of the Generation of Ged's Children, and the infallible
Oracles of Truth, . . .
However I had no Thoughts of making any Re-
Ply to it for fome Time ; till God was pleas’d to gi ve
me 4 cleater View of eternal Things and the Worth
of Souls i And-then I thonght there was a Nece[firy
Jaid upon-me’ to doit, ‘in-Gafe, it wag et fpeedily
donebzy: fOHEBOdY.e\KCv R T SRR SR TR
Wherefore having earneflly befought -thé Lord, -
to give me a {(ingle Eye to his Glory, I now under-
take this Work in dfull Affurancé that his Blefling will
accompany it, and that 1t will be a Means of reco-
}rrering fome Soulsfrom the Snare that is laid for their
et :
Omisting all the reft of the Book, I fhal] canfipe -
my Obfervations to that Partonly whichI have juft
mentioned to be more efpecially faulty and dange- -
rous, And in the firft Place, we may take Notice
of the Charaéter of Libertinus. He is reprefented
is ¢ one that holds nothing but Faith, and don’t
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¢¢_care how, wickedly §1e§ o)r.other_s* live, fince they,
¢¢ . were juftify’d from Eternity, and God will not;
¢ -he angry at them for their Sins, Chrift having fa-.
¢ tisfied for them already :” Ina Word, He is
one that surns, the Grace of God into Licentioufnefs.
~_ And whois this #ntinomian defign’d to perfonate ? ,
A great Part of thofe who are zealous for the Work
~ of God without Comiroverfy. And is it applicable
to them ? No; (bleﬂ‘edy be God) I believe the,
Author could not to fave his Life, find one fingle
erfon ineach of our Colonies to.whom the Charac-

ter is adjufted. . . S ;
~ It muft be granted. that. Men naturally and com-
monly run fromone Extreaminto another: apdin-,
afmuch ds People have fo generally been arminigni-
~z¢d, though they did not know it 3 it would not -
be flrange if many thould exchange Arminianifin for
© Antinomianifm, which is equally fatal. However, .
tha;oplgh the tender Miercies of our God, that Souldam-,
mn§ rror. hathgot but little Ground among ys yet
.- Ged. grant that hereafter it may not prevail ameng
. slike a Flood ; and that' this Dialogue fnay never.
be any more to the Purpofe.than it is at prefent.
" But though the abovementioned Creed of Liber-
tigys is what I -would pray againft and warn. People
againft as faras thereappears Occafion : Theré are
¢ther Things in which he is more found in the Faith
than Theophilus, that is than the Author, and all the
- Reverend Gentleman who wireft his Performance.
- Very great Honouyr was certainly done him by ma-
- king ‘him difpute for Minifters calling Sinners to
come to Chrift smmediately : And Aflurance be-
ing (at fometimes ) the common Priviledge of all
Believers : How be it thefe Divines; meant not fo,
neither did their Hearts think fo. .. B
Thefe two Things which they make Libertinus
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contend earneftly for, are by a nick Name called 4z-
sinomian Conceits : Though Anii- Arminian Tenetsis _
the proper Name for them. As to Minifters call- .
ing Sinners to come to Chrift immediarely, without"
getting firft the cuflomary Preparations, -1 fhall en- -
deavour to fetthis Matter in a very ¢lear Light. .
That the great God calls, invites, and commands - -
poor perithing Sinners to come to Chrilt-(or believe -
on him ) for Life’and Happinefs, every -ome will’
own : And that he requires them to come immedi- -
ately, ought not to be doubted ; for not to require -
them to come immediately wouldin Effett be to give-
them Liberty to defpife Jefus Chrift a lictle longer,
which can’t be imagin’d without Blafphemy. The™"
divine Command and Invitation runs thus : To Day’
if ye will hear his. Poice. Accordingly the Apoftle’
having in the latter End of the fifth Chapter ofthe
2d Epiftle to the Corinthians, declar’d that God had-
commiflion’d and requir’d him and others his Fel+*
low-Labourers, to preach that God was reconciling the *
World unto himfelf, not impusing their Trefpaffes unto'
them ;5 he calls them immediately to accept of the’
great’ Salvation'; we pray-you in Chrift’s Stead be ye *
reconciled unto Ged. And prefently inthe next Chap-
ter, he tells them, &ow is the accepted Time,”  NOWW":
is the Day éﬁSdlmtion. As if he had faid, be ye re-
conciled ta God to Day ; If you will accept of Chrift
z'mmedia{e.’yig'e fhall be faved. And, 4¥s.16. 31.°
Heinvites the Jaylor immiediately to believe on Jefus .
Chrift, or to come to him : And doth not give him,

- any Directions how he muft do this - Which'is ds° _ -

 much Antinomianifm as what thefe Divines faultany.’
- Minifters for in this Day. To objett that wemuft -
- not call Sinners to come immediately, is more pro-"
. per for. Arminian Minifters than Calvinifts. Calvinif=*
. tlcal Minifters, always bid- Sinners- do, what l::nhey

‘ : ’ . ow



(X

_know they can’t do. §f gt be faid that though un.

“ converted Perfons can’t come to Chrift or believe -

on him ; yet they can pray and read, and the like,

" after a Manner . 1 anfwer they canbelieve on Chrift

too after a-Manner ; but in neither Cafe in fuch

Manner as is acceptable unto God. Befides, this is

what Sinners need tobe convinc’d of, thattho’ they
.muft come to Chrift, they are abjolutely unable to come
to him. And what is more likely to give them this
neceflary Conviétion than their being commanded
in the Name of the great God to come to Chrift

 immediately, and their being told that they deferve

Damnation for every Refufal 2 This puts them

upon doing their utmgft,; and convinces them that.

really they can do nothing': And fo is a Means of
humbling them to the Duft, and of caufing them
to come to Chrift to take the dreadful Burden off

~from their finking Souls. Whereas when Minifters

-give their Hearers a long Train of Dire&ions, this
naturally caufes them to imagine that if they obferve

- them carefully, God will thereby be inclin’d to fave.

thém, and this Imagination will leflen their Con-
viction, and lighten their Burden : And for Mjpif-

- ters to lighten the Burden of Sinners, is in Truth

only to ftop them from coming to Chrift.- Matth.
11. 28. Telling bow to come, however {pecious it
may look is indeed and in Truth, ftopping Sinners

from coming at all. The awakened Sinner muft -

have his #ay bedg’d up : He muft be loft in a Fil-

. dernefsbefore heis found of Chrift ; God brings fuch
* ihto the Wildernefs and{] eaks comfortably to them

there, and: only there. ’Tis this Way of Preaching,

-1 make n6 Doubt which hath been a great 'Caufe
* why Multitndes in Years paft, who wereunder ftrong -

Convittions, never were converted, but turn’d out
Pharifees inftoad of true Chriftians, Their Minifters
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never hedg’dup their W::({y th always kept the Wag
%o Chrift, (as they call'd it) open and clear before
them : And therefore inftead of guiding them to
Chrift they only led them from Chrit to Ordinances,
which they (in Effett) made aChrift of. The Wa
.of Preaching which thefe learned Divines find Faule
with, is highly recommended by Dr. Franck : Mr.
Whitefield every one knows is the moft famous for
calling Sinners to come to Chrift : And all thofe Mi-
nifters whofe Labours have been fignally blefs’d,
~have beenmuch in thePratice of it. "I freelyown
it was ‘2 great while before I could with any Con-
fidence call Sinners immediately to their Saviour ; it
being fo contrary to the legal Way into which we .
had all gone too far : And even fmce I have prac-
tic’d it with fome Succefs (to God be all the Glory)
fometimes when Iam ina Duller, and confequently,
* ‘more legal Frame, it feems to be the Foolifbnefs of -
- Preaching. Butwhen the Love of God is fbed abroad
in my Heart ; when Irealize thatthere isan Ocean
‘of Mercy for perithing Sinners ; when I feeapreci-
-ous Chrif} ftanding with open Arms inviting, and
praying the worft of Sinners to come to him,and wel- -
come : Oh thenI am fweetly conftrained to cry out
to them, Come, come, come : And it feems as.if I
could continue to call themtill I breathed ‘out my
very Soul. . , ’
I'am notabfolutely againftall Sorts of Direétions.
© Peterbid Simon Magus to‘I_zray t0 God : And Tknow of no .
Minifter, who doth not fometimes tell his Hearers to
crytoGod Niéht andDay for anew Heart, and anIn=-
tereft in Chrift, 9c.---But fince there is fuch a vio-
lent Propenfity in Sinners when awaken’d toreft in
‘their Duties, fuch Dire€tions asthefe Minifters plead
for, and are commonly praétic’d, willbe exceeding,
Tikely to keep‘them from Chrift, and tommarrythem
e d T
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to the Law-their ~natur£l Sp_)oufes - When Miniteis

preach fo, as Mr. Erskine exprefleth it,

) Ijvt/tmdéof coursing .Chrift @ Bride;

" They barden Rebels in their native Pride.
o~ Hegoeson and faith : -

.~ ¢ Muchrather oughtwein Ged’s Nameto place
#¢ His great Artillery ftraight againft their Face;

* ¢¢'And throw .ot Sinai Thunder-Bolts around, .
- %¢ To burn their toweringHopes down to theGreund.

¢¢ To make the Pillars of their Pride-to fhake,. -
~#¢ And damn their Doings to the burning Lake.
- Inftead of giving Sinners long and particular Di~ -
re€tions how to clofe with Chriftin the Way of Duty,

- fewould certainly be much better, to be almoft conti

nually fetting before them theVengearice of the eters
nalGod, whois their Enemy; and to befeech and
command them in hisName to come to Chrift for Re-
fuge, and venture their Souls upon him, and thereby

" tobereconcil’d to this dreadful Enemy before they go

~dut of the Houfe of Worthip. ~ Sinners arein Danger

- of being devoured by the Wrath of God before Ser-

monisdone: Why then fhould they notbe call'dims .
mediately to get into the Ciry of Refuge before the

- Avenger of Blood overtakesthem? We thatare Cal-

vinifts need make no Difficulty of believing, that God
doth ina Moment in the twinkling of an Eye reveal
his Sonto Sinners, and fometimes in his Sanétuary 3
that while they have endeayour’d to ftretch forth the
awither'd Hand, it hath been made whole, infomuch that
theg who came to the, publick Woiﬁ(ﬁip" Enemies to
God, have went home reconciled throughadear Re~

. deemer # 'Why. then thould not Minifters-call upon.-
- all the Prifoners of Hope who are in equal Danger,to

get into the firong Hold immediately, and hot to haves °
that God .into whgfe Hands itisa, f{:z,rful‘Tbing to fally
for their Enemy one Day & Hour, or Mxmtﬁlotr_sﬁ?;'
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- If itbe faid that provided Minifters tell their Pe6-
ple the Danger of refting upon Daties, letthem givé
never fomany Dire&idns_tgeré, -canbe no'Hazzard :/
1 anfwer by télling what an honeft Man in the Neigh-
bourhood told me fometime ago 5 which I have of-
‘ten thought on, and hope my Readers will too. Ou
Minifter, (faid he}{"‘ 'Fe‘t:tles his Hearers faft down
" € upon Works. He is forever mfing unconverted
4¢ Perfons todo a great Number of Duties : and ye
. ¢ once in a while he tells us we muft not dégeq .
¢¢ uponour Duties. Itf{eemsto me, (continued he
¢ thisis juftasifa Woman thould be rockinga Chilc
#¢ to' Sleep and fhould whifper once in a while; -
< Child youmuft not goto Sleep, and then go onrock-
“ €€ ing again as faft as ever.” o
It 1s tho’t upon it was, that-fuch.a Wonman could
not be more properly tockinghet Child to Sieep, -
than: fuch Minifters might be fdid tobe fetlingtheir
People upon Works, who wete perpetually ¢ m”’é
them to their Duties. -, *--+ - = "
- Thus have Ithewn very largely that poat Liber
tinus's Divinity upon this Head, is better thah out
Authors, and his Confederates. Tcan’t help remark-
ing that ’tis ftrange, that though thefe Divines did
hot fee they were contradicting the Scriptures; they
did not at leaft fee that they contradifted themfelves ;
particularly in Page 89. %or‘théy' there téll us that
¢ they themfelves invite Sinnersto come to Chrift
€¢ immediately, but they would have them firft pray
& that the ﬁindrances might be remov’d éut of the
¢ Way. They exhort to look to, Chrif} #Hhihcdiate-
“ ly, but not with their Eyes fhut';; They would
¢ have them give Chrift-immediage Entertainment,’
€ but, firlt get the Doors of their Hearts openéd.”.
Now all fhe%e_ Buts thejy that tis not immediately.
T3 juft as if 4Man {yould bid his Servant com;é:
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him immpdiately, but_&lithal? bid him flay a litde,
whiley-and do fomeshing ¢ife firlt. The p{ain' Eng-
lith of. what they fay- is hobetter than this, viz. We
do-invise - Sinners to come vo.Chrifs immediatoly, but. yes.
e do.not invite them ta-come. immediately. I muftob-
ferve further, that I neverread any Thing mare Je«
gal and dangerous. ; ‘than their fuppafing that Men,
muft get the Hindrances out.of the ' Way in Order
%o their coming to Chrift ; ‘and.that their Eyesand
Hegrts fome what dpen'd beford they bebold bim, or
receive himinto’their Hearts. . It may be.the Gen-
tlemen will be conftrained publickly to own the Dan-
ger of thofe Expreffions. : . For this, and only thig
1 .pyre Gofpel, Em efus Chrift ishoth. Righteoufnsfs
ahd Str 3 and poor _Sinnets.mu(f come to
him forall that theywant. -~ .~ ..
" . 1.come now to the next Point difputed between
- Yheophilus and_Libertinus. And here I will venture
to fay, that though Libertinus talks fometimes very
- weakly and wickedly (for ’twasip the Author’s Power
~ tomake him talk juft as he wonld have him) he is
certamvzly. on the right Side of the Queftion. = -
- ¢ What Theaphilus makes him fay.ds, that Mani-
&< feftation or a Perfwafion of our good Eftate is of
¢¢ the Effence of faving Fajth. Pag.go. But what
© Libertinds meant, or:rather, what thofe mean and
fay, whom Libertinus is defigned to reprefent, is
this, and no further, viz. That Manifeftation, or
a- Perfwafion of our juftified Eftate, is ¢ffential to
the Egercife of faving Faith. They kaow that Ma-
nifeftation is not neceflary to the Being of it ; for
Perfons may have [the Hghit of Faith, and vet for
a Time walk in total Dar}b:eﬁ, and think they are
' qu, off for sheir Parts, and thas.thereis no Hope for them
in God. This Diftinction well obferved will make
#ur Authors fine Rea;fo];ﬁng and boalbed Dymonfira-
- ny B2 . tian,.
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' flon, appear to be of ncg Force nor Vertue, %
- And why fhould it be thought a Thing' in¢redi~
ble that ‘Manifsftarion fhould be gffential to the Ex-
ércife of faving Faith': Or-that, when Men'do Ez--
‘ gc}[e true Faith; they are always fenfible of it 2
- Joiecms to me on the contrary the greateft-Abfur-
dity in the World to fuppefe that the Soul ‘fhould
traft Jefus Chrift for Salvation, and love him, and
* meot be fenfible of it, Nay I'conld as eafily believe
that the Saintsnow in Heaven don’t knowthéy are

there, as that the Saints on Earth fhould have their-

Souls drawn forth to Chrift in Love & Reliance,and not

* knowtit at the fame Time. : They that believe on the Son.
of God, have the Witnefs in: themfelves, 1 %ohn 5.10.

i. . While they believe; or- exercife ‘Faith, it 1§
mnifeft to them that they do exercife Faith. And
this inward Witnefs or Manifeftation, 18 abfolutely ne-
cellary. to’ convince any Perfon.of. his pardoned and
juttified Eftate § all the Works of Rightéoufnefs which
we do, -without thisi;, being but a rotten ‘Foundation’
to build our Hopes upon, - Though :our Author,
and his feden Witnefos are pleas’d to,tell us ¢ that
¢¢-Men may, be good Chriftians, though they never
¢¢ had any clear Manifeftations of the Love of God;

¢¢ and that Perfons muft find out their Juftification

¢ by their San&ification.” . This.is what is incul-

cated overand over again in Page 108, 109. (The

two moft horrible Pages in the whole Book.) =~ -

v« I'can’t forbearobferving here whata fweet Har-
meny there is between thefe Divines and Doftor
Stebbing, that Dottor of Arminian. Divinity in the

grand Article of Man’s Fuftification, or the Evidence

" of it. .Nay there is not one Diftiple of Fames Ar-
minius, but will fubforibe their Doétrine. with
Hears and Hand. : " e
This puts me in Mind of what an Epifcopal
“rminian Minifter told me triumphantly a little’
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while ago, viz. ¢ That fetting afide a few over.
. %¢ . zealous Calvinifts who made fuch Confufion, the
¢ Reft of the Presbyterian -Minifters preached al-
€ moft ‘intirely as he did.” - His Meaning: was,
~ that whereas he taught Men might know they were

vad Chriftians by their regular Lives, almoft all the
esbyterian Minifters preached the fame Doétrine.’
S Pudet Hac. opprobria nobis, &f¢. - -
- For my Part I think all our Zeal againft drminians
is fcarce worth ome Straw, if we coincids with them
.- hers... . Thefe Gentlemen have ‘certainly put an-4rgu~
* mentum adVerecundiam into the Mouths of all of that
Perfwafion, - Suppofing they fhould hereafter bear
- Teftimony againft the Arminian Minifters in Boffon
- and elfewhere ; how miferably muft they come off
- in the Engagement ; might not the Arminian Mini-
fters fmartly reply, ¢¢ Yowhad better let us alone for
- $fyour own Sakes : If we are legal and dangerous
. $“Preachers you yourfelves muft come under the fame
¢“Condemnation. "The fame Sort of Perfons who
$cthink themfelves good Chriftians according to o1
¢¢preaching will think themfelves fuchaccording to
¢“yours. For however we-may differ in other -Matters
¢‘there jsa perfeét Agreement in-this mainPoint; that
€¢js, that a good Life,i.e.Good Works are a fufficient
¢¢Evidence of aMan’s Juftification. Youfay, That
 ¢¢if Perfons maintain a Courfe of vital and true Holine s,
¢they need not doubt but they are the Children of
¢¢God, tho’ they don’t feel the Love of Chrift, nor e-
#¢yer had any clear Manifeflations of iit : And this .
¢¢you know is a Dotrine according to our own Hearts.
#Inone Word; yowand we combine together in fet-
¢fting our People to find out their Juftification by their
¢¢ Sandification. We are glad to fee youdo fo much
«¢Honour to Moralityin fuch a Day as this, asto make
f6jta good Evidence of a Man’s Titleto the heavenly
S ' Inheritance,
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<< Inberitance, when he Cars ﬁnd,r_?pthingclfe‘ -Where-
¢‘fore dearly Beloved, let us not weaken one another’s
¢‘Hands ; but rather let us take fweet Counfel together
¢‘againft thofe that are of the contrary Mind ; fuchas
$“IVbhitefield, Tennans, Davenpert, and others of the
¢ Enthufiaftick Tribe ; Men who purn the Worldupfide
‘‘down, and have come hither alfo.” . =
Thustartly Ifay might the Arminian Minifters re-
tort, in Cafe they fhould ever be fo zealoys for the
Lord of Hofls, as ;o_char%e them with the Blood:ef:
damned Souls by fixing their Hearers upon Waosks,
and not fuffering them to be efpoufed to a glorious
Chrift. Nor do IHee how :they could wipe away the
Reproach fince the Publication of that little Book, un+
lefs itbe by owning that when they put their Names
Ezit, dt:%ey did it in their Hafte, and knew not wbek
ey did. . S
: '%‘heir former, or future Zeal againftthe Chrifhdes
Jpifing and Soul-murdering: Doftrines of Armigius, will
do thembut little:Gopd 2 For if they fay & Confedes
racy inthis one Article of agood Life’s being a fuf+
cient Evidence of -ajuftified Eftate, they will bedia?
ble to be tax’d with coming -inso their Secret,and join=
ing with them in the fame dreadful Work of fasping
Souls from coming to Chrift. Ty
- I fay the fame dreadful Work: of flopping Souls
from coming to Chrift : For there is Degth in thae
Doétrine; It leads right down to theRegions of Darks
nefs and the Habigations of Defpair. There are now
without Doubt, many Thoufands of poar Creatuxes
groaning -under the intolerable Wrath of the great
God, whofe Belief of this Doétrine, was the Means
of ﬂoPpinnE them from Chrift, and /o of their going
down to that Place of Torment, RN
If any think that my Zealis not arcording to Know-
ledge 5 - and thatI make more ﬁdo;abounhis’;fﬂn:;



than is neédful ; Idefire bn?y to produce my Caufe and
bring forthmy ftrong Reafons againft i’s""j’?” ich thofe
s

;

i

who realize the Worth of immortal Souls may be con-

- yin¢’d-thatmy Zeal on this Occafion israther within
Bounds, thanbeyond ; and that’tis impoffible for the
Pen of aMan, or the Tongueof an ;
far in fetting forth the Danger of this Doétrine: The
‘plain and firong Tendency of which is to fettle al
ftrict Pharifees upon the damnable Foundation of their
own Works; to keep thofe who arebut little, from
being much concern’d about their Souls ; to make
thofe who are such concern’d toloofe their Convic-:
tions, and {top fhort of 'Chrift and the New-Creature §
to fill the World full of Oppofers to the Work of
God inthe Land ; and, asa Confequence, upon the
whole, to chafe pure and undefi’d Religion from
the Earth, leaving nothing in the Room of it, but the
Religion of Nature & Arminius.  All which Charges
itisadeplotably eafy Thing tomake good.  And

1. 1lfay if is adapted to fettle all ftri€t Pharifees
iiponthe damnable Foundation of their own Works.
Among the many Thoufands of ftrict Pbari{ees into
whofé¢ Hands that little Book may come, is there one
But may think himfelf a good Chriftian according to
it ? No ; not one. Every clofe Hypocrite under
Heaven, lives an holy Lifeas he thinks, though he
dolibts of his Faith confider’d abftraétly from Works,
anid s for the Love of God he never had any clear

. Maniféftations of it. ‘Thefeare allow’d to be true Be-

lk::Vers 5 Pafg'e‘ros,'iopz And fince clofe Hypocrites
have got fo far,thefeGentlemen do in Effeét tell them
that they are travelling apace to Heaven,though God
knows they are going {wiftly down to Hell. And
‘oh how glad will Multitudes of thembe, to fee that
Dottrine fo wellattéfted which hath made their Con-
, feienceés eafy;andkept them from JefusChrift all their
Days! - ’ ' 2. It

|
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. 2. Ittendsto keep thofe(who a)re but fittle concein’d,
from being much concern’d about theThings that b
totheir Peace. While they believe that a good Life
(asitis call'df)is afufficientEvidence of the Divine Fa-
vour this will put them upon feeking aftera %ood Life
infiead of converting Grace. The Favour of God will
alfo appear to themas what may eafily be obtained,
which will keep the Burden'from beiné heavy enough
to make them wanta Chrifttotakeitoff. =

g. It tends alfo to make thofe who are in the Bitter-,
nefsof their Souls enquiring what they fball do to-be
Javed, loofe their Conviétions, and Jo ftop thort of
Chrift and the new Creature. Such Dottrine is more’
dangerous to /uch Perfons than the rankeft Arminian-
ifm 1tfelf. Yorthey wou'davoid reading or hearing
a Difcourfe in Favour of grofs free Will and Fuftifica-
tion by Works as they would {hun a #iper or a Rattle
Snake : Whereas the other Dottrine of Men’s finding
out their Fufiification by their San&ification would be
likely to fix them upon a fandy Foundation before
they were aware of it ; efpecially if the Writer or
Preacher of fuch palatable Do€trine, islook’dupon asa
ftriét Calvinift, anda Man of experimental Piety.

4. Fire doth not more naturally afcend upwards
than this Doétrine tends to fill the World withOppof-
ers to the glorious Work which God is now carrying
on in the Multitude of his tender Mercies. Men are
every where ftrongly and vehemently prejudic’d and.
enrag'd againft the Inftruments and Subjeéts of the -
divine Work for this Reafon, viz. Becaufe they tell

them continually of theDanger of that Flefband Blood ‘

Doétrine inftilled into them by their Teachers as well
as taught them by corrupt Nature,viz. That they muft

look into theGoodnefs of their Livesin order to know, =

whether God be at Peace with them or not, "T'is ow
- ingtothisthat the Great City Niniveh fwarms with: -
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shefe who take Counfelsogerher againft the Lord and his
Anointed: . For had their Minifters never’ thut' fuch’
Minifters put Of their Pulpits who were zealous for thé?
Work of God ' “and had they never invited thofe Mi-

- nifters into their Pulpits who were zealous ch'rair‘t{iI the’

Work of God; nor prejudic’d theMinds of their Hear
érs any other Way ; it could. not have been difhcule
to account for the-dreadful Oppofition there, 16 long as’
their Miniftérs give it utider their Hands, thdr -Men’
ay conclude they are goodChriftiansfrom theGood?
nefs of theirLives, even tha' they dor’t feel thié “Love

" of God nor ever had any clear Manifeftations of it; By-

all which Reafons put together, it is és;lain ds the'

* Meridian Sun, that this Doérine hath a firong Tens

dency to deftroy pure and undefil dReligion,&:the Power
&f Godline/s, from under the whole Heavens ; leaving us
nothing in theRoom but theReligion of Deifts and Ar-
minians ; and confequently that ’tis the Duty of thofe
whom Godhath plac’d as Watchmen upon _‘;‘emj&flem’s
Walls, tocry aloud and fpare not, bus to lift up their Voices
likeTrumpe,tmgai?it, awitne(fing both to [mall £ great in
Seafon and out of Seafon the everlafting Mifery and De-

Jtrultion that areinthe Ways of it.:

Iam fure it hurts me to bear this Teﬁim‘oﬁy againf{f

. what thofe Divifies have fo publickly and zealoufly

born Teftimony for. Ihavenotthe leaft Nll-will to-
wardsany of them; but fee/ a Tendernefs for them
all; and know that I love fome of them for theiiKind-
nefsto me when fick atCharleftomn. T{peak the'Truth;,
oy Confcience bearing me Witnefs ;"I ath now punithing
my felf fo thatI can hardly fuffer my Pen to rum on's
andif they knew how much T have {marted at the

- Tho’ts of putting them to Pain, they would vety eafi-

ly forgive me. -If1hadanows Father inthe Miniftry |
who had put his Hand to that Book, I am perfuaded I

' .Gould_notbeea.fy“withouz; declaring againt it in the

.~~Faee>‘



 TFaceofthe World : For we)nmﬁnotknam.c‘)urRei_atigr‘ :

\ ons nor Friendsin the Caufe of Chrift. -Tofay allin a™
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Word: Iwouldgladly have let zhem alone, if my Con~;
fcience had but let me along------But how ¢an1 be.dumibs
and not openmy Mouth when they have done-what will

be a Means of Damning many Thoufands of Soulsuri<’ -

lefs the infinite Mercy of God prevent. . If the Gof*
pel be of any. Value ; if the Soul of a Manis worth
sworethan the Spirit of a Beaft ; Nowisa Timeto fpeak,
andnot to keep Silence.  Now, God blows the Trumpet in.
Zion : My Soul hath heardthe Alarm of War ; and the
%Jbeﬁiqn 15y, Whoavillarife gn the Lord's Side ; Who 2

WWho will come to the Help of the Lord againft the Mighty 2
. HerelIexpeétit will be ask’d, Whether Holinefs in’

~ general, and fometimes particular Branches of Holi-

pefsare notin the Scripturés made the Marks of a juf-
tified Eftate ? To which kreply, Undoubtedly : butnot
feperately from the Witnefs of the Spirit, and the di-
vine Sealings which the Scripture makes the common
Priviledge of all Believers. = Eph. 1. 13. "

. As joyful Difcoveries of Chrift are a vain Hope with:
- out Holinefs, fo is Holinefs without thefe.. "Neither will -

doalone ; butboth together may give a Perfon firong
Gonfolation and Evidence that he hath ﬁ?

t0the Hope: fet before him. ‘To bring that of the Poeg
to a facred Ufe ;. T,
.. Abterius fic altera ﬁqfc_it apem res et confurat Amice.’
. Veritas (.que ac Virtus ) eft in Medio pofita.

“The utinomiais angt thefé Learned Divines have ofi - .

both Sides run into Extreams, and /o mifs’d the Truth. -
The Antinomians dream, that if they have butDifco-

~ veriesof Chrift, it isno Matter how they live ;. they-

can’t fail of Heaven. - But thefe filthy Dreamers are as
far fronvthe Truth as Hellis from Heaven. Thefe Di-
vines on the otherHand,imagine that if, Men live ve:
ry {trik Lives, tiiey may conclude themfelves: God’s

‘adopted -

ted for Refuge

J
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ggpted..(;lﬁldren,. tho’(the‘y don’t feel the Love of
anift, nor ever, had any ckar Maniff{lations of it :
whereasifthey had only faid, Thatan holy Life, and
fenfible Communion were the only fure Foundati-
on of Hope, this would have béen found Speech that
_ ¢€auld not be cqndemned. R

-~ Without Douabt it will be enquired next, what fhall
poor deferted Believers do when théir Joy and Com-
munionis s/gone? And whither they may not con-
clude that theyare fincere from the Holinefs of their
Lives ? Ianfwer thatwhen a Child of Godisin fuch
dreadful Darknefs he muft notbe fent to the Law for
Comfort, butto Chriftthe Hopeof Ifrael andthe Con-
Jolation thereof. The Way for fuch an one to know
that he really is juftified, is by findingin himfelf that
, Which doth juftify; andnot by findingin himfelfthat
which don’t juftify, as thefe Gentlemen fuppofe. A
deferted Believer canhave no further Ground to be-
lieve heis juftify’d, than"he can realize that he hath
attually tafted ofy the Love of Chrift, or believed on
him : Nor wil!l hetake Comfort in any Thing fhort
of this. ' All his Righteoufnefs which he hath done he
will not fuffer to be mention’d tohim. If any tell him
how bolily and unblameably be hath walk'd, he will fay,
miferable Comforters are ye all. A Chrift is what he
- wants ; a Chrift is what he muft have : A Chrift is
what he ‘will have : None but Chrift : None but
Chrift ; isthe Language ofhisSoul. "And when God
hath humbled him to theDuft,and madeChrift precious
tohim by.the Want of him, he reveals his Son* to
“him again, and caufes himto tafteand fee againthat

the Lord Fefusis good, and that h!f‘ﬂ'ed and happy are all

. they who put their Truft inbim, Thus it is that all Bé-

Jievers have theirEvidences cleared up to them when
theyhave been deferted, and not by confidering that
they maintain a Courfe of witel and true I;(olimﬁil ‘a;:
. ' . thele
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thefe Genileémen téll us< . Nay, I will undértake t¢"
prove that a Believer. thusdeferted can 4s eafily make'
a /orld, as maintain a'Cour/e of vital and true Holinefs =
Whighbecaufeit isa Thingof the utthoff Imporiance, -
and fo contrary te the Belief of moft Minifters, I fhail
be very Eartic_ular in the Proof of it. And here if*
we weigh liis Obedience or” Holinefs in the Ballance' of
the Santtuary, we thall find o -

1. That it will be very flavifb and felfifb. Like Doeg,
he will only be detairied before the' Lord.” HisDuty muft
bea Drudgery, and his Relfgion a Burden while he is
notinfluenc’d bythat Faith which works by Love, Gal.
5. 6. Aprevailing and fenfible Love to Jefus Chrift.

+ - And tho’ his Obedience be fo bad, yet he willdepend.

upon it for want of a Chrift to depend jupon, N
2. Such adark and deferted Believer, will alfobe
very. unthankful: And we know who hath joined un<

_ thankful and unboly rogether. 1f a Man can’tcall Chrift .

his owp, and realize that ’tis God who hath’ given his’
Son to him, that fresly gives bim all Things'elfe, he
can’t be thankful for them. He that isnot thankful
for that Mercy of Mercies, the Lord Jefus Chrift,
can’t be thankful for lefler Mercies : And no Man
can be thankful for Fefus Chrift, whodoth not feel a
Love to him. N ‘

3. His Obedience will be full of fpiritual Pride,
I have heard ‘much of your humble doubting Chrifti-
¢nsbutI never faw one yet ; nordid any oneelfee-
ver fee one. They are meer Chimera's in Religi-
-on, certain imaginary Monfters that never awere, nor
indeed cqn be. ~ Such as are full of Doubts, are ei-
ther no Chriftigns at all or wery proud ones. ’Tis
Pride and Self-fufficiency that keep Believers from
an Heaven of Comfort which otber'wg/é they could
not fail of, ‘ : ' ’

The




1
i

P € 5 D

" “The bigh and lofty ene that inbabits Eternity, will
always dwell with, revive, and' comfort thofe -that:
axe of an_humble and contrité Spirit. Say---every
Believer, 'igto whofe Hands this Paper may come ,.
did you ever feel your Souls humbled to the Duft;
and not tafte of Heaven at the fame Time ? .

~ Juft fo much true Humility as any one éxercifes,
juft fo much- Foy will he have in the Holy Ghofi.
They therefore that don’t feel any Foy in the' Holy
- Ghoft don’t exercife Humiility. Nay-a Chriftian that
hath 1t ‘alt bis Joys, however demure and humble
he "m’ay appearin the Eyes of Men, is dlways proud,
Sullen, 'and'optiriate in the Sight of God. Which brings’
me to fajy, T S DO . B RN

~ 4. and liftly, that ficch’ a Believer can’t poflibly
repent of ane of his Sins, and how a Perfon can
maintain @ Courfe of vital and trie Holinefs, withoyt
daily Repentance, is what I can’t fee through. e
may feel uneafy within- himfelf, when he hath done
or omitted any )I"hing inconfiftent with Duty 5 he
may ask' God Forgivenefs for Chrift's Sake, and
Strength againft fuch Sins ; "he may be afraid-todo -
any more fo wickedly s But is this Repentance 2
No ; God knows, and every Believer knows that
this is not-evangelical, but only Arminian or legal
Repentance, ‘The Man feels a Stubbornefs and En-

- mity to Godall the while, but doth not lath and ab-

. hor himfe'f, without which Abafement of Soul there
can be no fuch Thing as true Repentance. As he
could not repent at Erft without a Difcovery of a
precious Cbrz:/F,: fo neither can he renew his Repen-
tance without a renewed Difcovery of him.

But when God enables him to ook again to him
~'whom he hath been piercing ; when he realizes that
God loves him for Chrift’s Sake through all 'bis Vile-
nefs as well as if he'had never committed one Sin
. : againtt
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again{t him in Thought, Word, or Deed;:Oh then
ﬁeol? Sarrom beginsto work ; he; loaghs himfelf when,

(oes -God if pacified, and can’t forgive himfelf se.. -
cafe God hath forgiven him, Then pe is flled with
ap holy Self-revenge 5 he is ready to call himfelf 2
Beaft, or. a Devil for his Ingratitude ;" and trembles.
at the Thoughts of qbuﬁ%] 2gain that God who is
Jo ready to pardon all his 4 u;es. T.!gofa that know,
all that kaow what Repentance utto Life means,
know:that shefe Things muft needs be fo : And fome,
I truft will perceive their Hearts burn within them:
when they-read over what they have fo often felt_
in their own Souls, Wherefore, fince. the. Dilcos
- very of a pardoning Gody and a precious Chrift is abfo-"

hutely necellary to Repentance, it is sbudaadly e-
vident that a Befiever in'the Dark can’t truly repént
of one -og the .SinT's w;ict;oﬁlc.daﬂy g?mmit.s, but only

oes on heaping Tranfgreffion upan Sim, . . . .
g; But'to fum up the Argument. ~ Thus flavifb, and
felfifb, proud, unibankful, bardew'd and unrelenting is
the Courfe of Life which the beff of \Menjiye_;wien
their Comfortis «ll gone 5 - when they go forward but it is

not there : and backward, but thdy cannot perceiveit. A

yet thefe Guidesof Souls call this & Courfe of vital and

true Holingfs ! The.great God who faid on another
- Qcxafion, Wil theu call this a Faft ? might juftl

faytoeach of them on this Occafion, #ils theu mg

ghis an bely Life 2. And Oh that God wauld caufe

thefe Divines and others that are fike minded to fee .

the Farce of the Argaments I have been offering
‘tothe contrary! Would they then tellusany more
of Perfons living boly Lives in the Dark ; and put Peo-
ple npon depending on fuch Lives as an Evidence of
the Divine Favour, though they neverhad any clear
Manifeftations of the Love of God unto théir Seuls 3
‘©hno! theywould fooner burn their Hands in tbggx:g
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than prophefy fuch {mootb Tbingr any more, and ‘there-
by caufe poor delyded Sinners to blefs themfelves in
their Hearts, while they are curfed of their Maker.
Thus have Ifinifhed my Remarks upon the above-
mentioned Book, which in the Opinion of good
]ucf/ges is more adapted to deftroy the Power of God-

~ Iinefs than the worft Arminian Performancethatever

was written.  As I began. them in ‘full Affurance,
that God would blefs them to fome of my Readers,
{omy Faith hath held out'to the End. BYefs them O
Lord God, not only to Minifters, but alfo and more
efpecially to their Hearers. ' SinceIhave fhewn that

~ themoftexperienc’d Chriftians can’tlive holy Lives,

when they haveno divine Manifeftations, let thofe
who never had any clear divine Manifeftations, be
convinc’d that they are but ftri¢t Pharifees, and don’t
know what true Holinefs means. And let others be
convinc’d, that whatever divine Manifeftations they

RS L8 1

have had (or think they havehad) yet if theynever - -

were made humble and holy, and like Chrift, by them,

- they are but rotten-hearted Hypocrites. Leta Num-

ber of thofe who build upon Holinefs without Difco-
veries of Chrift, andupon Difcoveries of Chrift, with-
out a thorough Work of Santtification, bebeaten off
from the Sand, and fettled upon the Rock Jefus
Chrift, by Meansof what I have written, and the
Glory fhall be thine for ever and ever,’ Amen.

Connelticut, Groton,
O¢tob. 10. 1742. x
o ' 4. ‘CROSSWELL'.

N. B. Ifany Oneis pleas’d to make any manner of .

ly to what I have written," without telli
ame,he may expett to be taken no Negice of.
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