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Connecticut,New-London, Nov. 5. 1742. -

E the Subſcribers having lately ſeen a little Book
w entitled, A Diſplay of GOD's ſpecial Grace,

atteſted by ſeven of theºf: in Boſton, omit

ting other. Things, can't but expreſs our utter Diſlike of

what is aſſerted towards the latter End, as contrary to the

Experience of the Generation ofGOD's Children; who

never find that GOD withdraws ſenſible joy and Comfort

- #: them while they live in a Courſe of vital & trueHo

ineſs, as is there ſuppoſed(Page 108) but only when there,

are great Breaches in that vitaland true Holineſs which

once they maintain'd.

We further teſtify, that thoſe Miniſters putting Per

ſons%# their Juſtification byſºÉ

fication (in ſuch a Manner as they have done) hath a direč

Tendency to make the many Thouſands of ſtriſt Phariſees

into whoſe Hands that Book may come, eaſy and quiet in

their Minds, and ſo ſpeak Peace to themſelves while GOD

hath no Peace for them. -

It would be grievous to us to bearTeſtimony againſt thoſe

Gentlemen who have atteſted to that Book, Jome of whom

have been very dear to ſome of us, didwe not think the Cauſe

of Chriſt*śus: And we expeč to be faulted by

ſome Miniſters who concur with us in our Sentiments about

the Book, but think it not prudent to declare themſelves

openly, Tet we out of Loveto Chriſt, and Pity to theim

mortal Souls of Men, do find our ſelves in Duty bound to .

take uponus this unwelving but very neceſſary Task.
- º
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The great Charaſter and Influence of any of thoſe ſeven

Miniſters is ſo far from being a Reaſon, why we ſhould

cauſe our Tongues and Pens to lie ſtill, as ſome may ima

gine, that it ought the rather to induce thoſe Miniſters who

are ſenſible they have publiſhed any Thing dangerous to

the Souls of Men, to bear open and publick Teſtimony a

gainſtit, which we thesº now ſolemnly do as in

the Sight of GOD, who ſearcheth the Heart and tri

eth the Reins, begging that his Bleſſing may accompany

what we have done, and leaving all the Events of it with

#. to the good or Ill-will ºf Mentous, intirelyin his
ands, ' ' ' ', " ": . . . . . . . . "

. ." º

t

. . .

- Timothy Allen

. . . . . . . . Andrew Croſſwell
- º * ~ *- : * ~ *-- * -- . . . . . . . . Timothy Symmes l

- - 3 ~ : : , , , 2- '-. ... John Curtis. º . }

-

1 tº : º, . . . . . . * - tº

N. B. The Rev. Mr. Wheelºck and the Rev. Mr.

Pomroy have alſo inConverſation highly con

demnedthe above-mentioned Book, as contain

ing Dočtrines that are moſt dangerous and de

sº. fligiº totheson's of Men. - ". . . . .
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A Reply, &c.
. . . . ~, Rep. 9. ČKC.
. . . . . . . . . . - ". . . . . . . . .

YrAVING lately ſeen a little Book unjuſly

º,
T atteſted by the ſeven following Mini.

... ſters in Boſton, viz. Dr. Colman, Dr.

Sewall, Mr. Prince, Mr. Webb, Mr. Coºper, Mr. Fox

croft, and Mr. Gee: Many Things init appear'd ex

ceptionable. Eſpecially the Dialogue between The

ophilus and Libertinus, and the Remarks which The

ophilus makes after Libertinus is withdrawn; almoſt

the whole of which is contrary to the Experience

of the Generation of God's Children, and the infallibleii i iT,

Oracles of Truth. o:

However I had no Thoughts of making any Re

ply to it for ſome Time; till God was pleas'd to give

me a clearer View of eternal Things and the Worth

of Souls: And then I thought there was a Neceſſity

laid upon me to do it, in Caſe, it was not ſpeedily

Wherefore having earneſtly befought the Lord, ,

to give me a ſingle Eye to his Glory, I now under

take this Work in full Aſſurance that his Bleſſing will

accompany it, and that it will be a Means of reco

}:s ſome Souls from the Snare that is laid for their

têt. -

Omitting all the reſt of the Book, I ſhall confine

my Obſervations to that Partonly which I have juſt

mentioned to be more eſpecially faulty and dange

rous. And in the firſt Place, we may take Notice

of the Charaćter of Libertinus. He is repreſented

as “one that holds nothing but Faith, and don't
& 6 rºo ra
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“ care how wickedly§** live, ſince they,

“ were juſtify’d from Eternity, and God will not.

“ be .#. at them for their Sins, Chriſt having ſa

“ tisfied for them already :” In a Word, He is

one that turns the Grace of God into Licentiouſneſs.

And who is this Antinomian deſign'd to perſonate?,

Agreat Part of thoſe who are zealous for the Work

of God without Controverſy. And is it applicable

to them 2 No; (bleſſed be God) I believe the

Author could not to ſave his Life, find one ſingle,

Perſon in each of our Colonies towhom the Charac

ter is adjuſted. ... " - -

It muſt be granted that Men naturally and com

monly run from one Extream into another: andin

aſmuch as People have ſo generally been arminiani

zed, though they did not know it ; it would not

be ſtrange if many ſhould exchange Arminianiſm for

Antinomianiſm, which is equally fatal. However,

through the tender Mercies of our God, that Souldam-,

ning Error hathgot but little Ground among us yet:

God grant that hereafter it may not prevail among

us like a Flood; and that this Dialogue may never

be any more to the Purpoſe than it is at preſent.

But though the abovementioned Creed of Liber

tinus is what I would pray againſt and warn People.

againſt as far as thereappears Occaſion: There are

other Things in which he is more ſound in the Faith,

than Theophilus, that is than the Author, and all the

Reverend Gentleman who atteſt his Performance.

Very great Honour was certainly done him by ma

king him diſpute for Miniſters calling Sinners to

come to Chriſt immediately : And Aſſurance be:

#: at ſometimes ) the common Priviledge of all

Believers : How be it theſe Divines; meant not ſo,

neither did their Hearts think ſo. . . -- - -

Theſe two Things which they make Libertinuſ

º,
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contend earneſtly for, are by a nick Name called An

tinomian Conceits : Though Anti-Arminian Tenets is º

the proper Name for them. As to Miniſters call

ing Sinners to come to Chriſt immediately, without

getting firſt the cuſtomary Preparations, I ſhall en

deavour to ſet this Matter in a very clear Light. .

That the great God calls, invites, and commands - -

poor periſhing Sinners to come to Chriſt (or believe

On*} for Life and Happineſs, every one will

own : And that he requires them to come immedi

ately, ought not to be doubted ; for not to require

them to come immediately would in Effect be togive

them Liberty to deſpiſe Jeſus Chriſt a little longer,

which can't be imagin'd without Blaſphemy. The

divine Command and Invitation runs thus: To Day:

if ye will hear his Voice. Accordingly the Apoſtle.

having in the latter End of the fifth Chapter of the

2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, declar'd that God had.

commiſſion'd and requir'd him and others his Fel

low-Labourers, to preach that God was reconciling the

World unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto'

them ; he calls them immediately to accept of the

great Salvation ; we pray you in Chriſt's Stead be ye *

reconciled unto God. And preſently in the next Chap

ter, he tells them, Now is the accepted Time, NOW’

is the Day of Salvation. As if he had ſaid, be ye re

conciled to God to Day; If you will accept of Chriſt

immediately, ye ſhall be ſaved. And, Atis I6. 31.

Heinvites the Jaylor immediately to believe on Jeſus

Chriſt, or to come to him : And doth not give him.

any Directions how he muſt do this : Which is as
; much Antinomianiſm as what theſe Divines faultany.

Miniſters for in this Day. To object that wenuſt:

not call Sinners to come immediately, is more pro

#. Miniſters always bid Sinners do, what they

er for Arminian Miniſters than Calviniſts. Calviniſ

* know



know they can't do. #i. be ſaid that though tin.

converted Perſons can't come to Chriſt or believe

on him ; yet they can pray and read, and the like,

after a Manner : I anſwer they can believe on Chriſt

too after a Manner ; , but in neither Caſe in ſuch a

Manner as is acceptable unto God. Beſides, this is

what Sinners need to be convinc'd of, that tho’ they

muſt come to Chriſt, they are abſolutely unable to come

to him. And what is more likely to give them this

neceſſary Convićtion than their being commanded

in the Name of the great God to come to Chriſt

immediately, and their being told that they deſerve

Damnation for every Refuſal 2 This puts them

upon doing their utmºſt, and convinces them that

really they can do nothing : . And ſo is a Means of

humbling them to the Duſt, and of cauſing them

to come to Chriſt to take the dreadful Burden off

from their ſinking Souls. Whereas when Miniſters

give their Hearers a long Train of Directions, this

naturally cauſes them to imagine that if they obſerve

them carefully, God will thereby be inclin'd to ſave.

them, and this Imagination will leſſen their Con

vićtion, and lighten their Burden : And for Miniſ

ters to lighten the Burden of Sinners, is in Truth

only to ſtop thern from coming to Chriſt. Matth.

II. 28. Telling bow to come, however ſpecious it

may look is indeed and in Truth, ſtopping Sinners

from coming at all. The awakened Sinner muſt

have his Way hedg’d up : He muſt be loſt in a Wil

* derneſs before he is found of Chriſt; God brings ſuch

into the Wilderneſs and ſpeaks comfortably to them

there, and only there. , 'Tis this Way of Preaching,

I make no Doubt which hath been a great Cauſe

why Multitudes in Years paſt, who wereunder ſtrong

Convićtions, never were converted, but turn'd out

Phariſees inſtead of true Chriſtians. Their Miniſters
never
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never hedg'dup theirw! 3 b. always kept the Way

to Chriſt, Ş. theyºit) open and clear before

them : And therefore inſtead of guiding them to

Chriſt they only led them from Chriſt to Ordinances,

which they (in Effect) made a Chriſt of. The Way

of Preaching which theſe learned Divines find Fault

with, is highly recommended by Dr. Franck : Mr.

Whitefield every one knows is the moſt famous for

calling Sinners to come to Chriſt: And all thoſe Mi

niſters whoſe Labours have been ſignally bleſs'd,

have been much in the Pračtice of it. I freely own

it was a great while before I could with any Con

fidence call Sinners immediately to their Saviour ; it

being ſo contrary to the legal Way into which we

had all gone too far : And even ſince I have prac

tic'd it with ſome Succeſs $. God be all the Glory)

ſometimes when Iam in a Duller, and conſequently,

more legal Frame, it ſeems to be the Fooliſhneſs of

Preaching. But when the Love of God is ſhed abroad

in my Heart ; when Irealize that there is an Ocean

of Mercy for periſhing Sinners ; when I ſee apreci

ous Chriſt ſtanding with open Arms inviting, and

praying the worſt of Sinners to come to him, and wel

come : Oh then I am ſweetly conſtrained to cry out

to them, Come, come, come : And it ſeems as if I

could continue to call them till I breathed out my

very Soul.

I am notabſolutely againſtall Sorts of Directions.

Peterbid Simon Magus topray to God: And Iknow of no

Miniſter, who doth not ſometimes tell his Hearers to

cry to God NightandDay for anew Heart, and an In

tereſt in Chriſt, &c.---But ſince there is ſuch a vio

lent Propenſity in Sinners when awaken'd to reſt in

their Duties, ſuch Directions as theſe Miniſters plead

for, and are commonly practic'd, will be exceeding

likely to keep them from Chriſt, and to marry them
- -, - . - tº
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to the***3. When Miniſters

preach ſo, as Mr. Erskine expreſſeth it, -

Inſtead of courting Chriſt a Bride, . .

They harden Rebels in their native Pride. *.

. . . . . He goes on and ſaith : •

“ Much rather ought we in God's Name to place

“His great Artillery ſtraight againſt their Face;

“And throw hot Sinai Thunder-Bolts around,

“To burn their toweringHopes down to theGround.

“To make the Pillars of their Pride to ſhake,

“And damn their Doings to the burning Lake.

Inſtead of giving Sinners long and particular Di

rections how to cloſe with Chriſtin the Way of Duty,

it would certainly be much better, to be almoſt conti.

nually ſetting before them the Vengeance of the eter.

nal God, who is their Enemy; and to beſeech and

command them in his Name tocome to Chriſt for Re

fuge, and venture their Souls upon him, and thereby

tobe reconcil'd to this dreadfulEnemy before they go

but of the Houſe of Worſhip. Sinners are in Danger

of being devoured by the Wrath of God before Ser

mon is done: Why then ſhould they not be call'dim

mediately to get into the City of Refuge before the

Avenger of Blood overtakes them? We that are Cal:

viniſts need makeno Difficulty of believing, thatGod

39th in a Moment in the twinkling of an Eye reveal

his Sonto Sinners, and ſometimes in his Sanctuary ;

that while they have endeavour'd to ſtretchforth the

wither'd Hand, it hath been made whole, inſomuch that

they who came to the public; worſhip Enemies to

God, have went home reconciſed through a dear Re

deemer : Why then ſhould not Miniſters call upon

all the Priſoners of Hope who are inequal Danger, to

get into the ſtrong Hold immediately, and not to have

that God into whoſe Hands it is aº to fall,

for their Enemy oneDay#Hour, orMinutelongs;
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If it be ſaid thatºRams. tell their Peo

ple the Danger of reſting upon Duties, letthem give

never ſo many#j. canbe no Hazzard:

I anſwer by telling what an honeſtManin the Neigh

bourhood told me ſometime ago ; which I have of.

ten thoughton, and hopemy Readers will too. Our

Miniſter, (ſaid hº), ** ſettles his Hearers faſt down

“upon Works. He is forever urging unconverted

* Perſons to do a great Number of Duties: and ye

“ once in a while he tells us we muſt not depend

“ upon our Duties. It ſeems to me, (continued he

“ this is juſt as ifa Woman ſhould be rocking a Chil

** to Sleep and ſhould whiſper once in a while,

“Child you muſt not go to Sleep, and then go onrock

“ing again as faſt as ever.” -

It is tho’t upon it was, that ſuch a Woman could

not be more properly rocking her Child to Sleep;

than ſuch Miniſters might be ſaid to be ſetling their

People upon Works, who were perpetually driving

them to their Duties. . . . . . .

. Thus have Iſhewn very largely that poor Liber.

tinus's Divinity upon this Head, is better than our

Authors, and his Confederates. I can't help remark

ing that 'tis ſtrange, that though theſe Divines did

not ſee they were contradićting the Scriptures, they

did not at leaſt ſee that they contradićted themſelves;

particularly in Page 89. }. they there tell us that

“ they themſelves invite Sinners to come to Chriſt

“ immediately, but they would have them firſt pray

“ that the Hindrances might beremov’d out ofthe

“Way. They exhort to look to Chriſtinincáiate:

“ ly, but not with their Eyes ſhut ;. They would

“ have them give Chriſt immediate Entertainment,

* but, firſt get the Doors of their Hearts opened.”

Now all theſe Buts ſhew that 'tis not immediately.

'Tis juſt as if a Man ſhould bid his Servant com.
--- 1II]
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him immediately, but {{..} bid him ſtay a little,

while, and do ſomething elſe firſt. The plain Eng

liſh of what they ſay is no better than this, viz. We

do invite Sinners to come to Chriſt immediately, but yet

we do not invite them to come immediately. I muſtób

ſerve further, that I never read any Thing morele

gal and dangerous ; than their ſuppoſing that Men.

muſt get the Hindrances out of the Way in Order

to their coming to Chriſt ; and that their Eyes and

Hearts ſome what open'd before they behold him, or

receive himinto their Hearts. It may be the Gen

tlemen will beconſtrained publickly to own the Dan

ger of thoſe Expreſſions : . For this, and only this

is pure Goſpel, ..Chriſt is both Righteouſneſs

and Strength ; and that poor Sinners muſt come to

him for all that they want. . . . . . . . . . .

- I come now toãº: Point diſputed between

Theophilus and Libertinus. And here I will venture

to ſay, that though Libertinus talks ſometimes very

weakly andwickedly (for’twasin the Author's Power

*:::::: him talk juſt as he would have him) he is

certainly on the right Side of the Queſtion.

: “What Theophilus makes him ſayis, that Mani

* feſtation or a Perſwaſion of our good Eſtate is of

* the Eſſence of ſaving Faith. Pag. 9o. But what

Libertinus meant, or rather, what thoſe mean and

ſay, whom Libertinus is deſigned to repreſent, is

this, and no further, viz. That Manifeſtation, or

a Perſwaſion of our juſtified Eſtate, is eſſential to

the Exerciſe of ſaving Faith. They know that Ma

nifeſtation is not neceſſary to the Being of it; for

Perſons may have the Hahit of Faith, and yet for

a Timei. in total# and think they are

cut off for their Parts, and that there is no Hope for them

in God. This Diſtinčtion well obſerved will make

eur Authors fine Reaſoning and boaſted Demonſtra

... • - B 2. tion,
/
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fon, appear to be of. Force nor Vertue. . . .”

And why ſhould it be thought a Thing incredi

ble that Manifeſtation ſhould be eſſential to the Ex

erciſe of ſaving Faith: Or that, when Men do Ex

erciſe true Faith, they are always ſenſible of it?

He ſeems to me on the contrary the greateſt Abſur

dity in the World to ſuppoſe that the Soul ſhould

truſt Jeſus Chriſt for Salvation, and love him, and

hot be ſenſible of it. Nay I could as eaſily believe

that the Saints now in Heaven don't know they are

there, as that the Saints on Earth ſhould have their

Souls drawn forth to Chriſtin Love& Reliance,and not

knowitatthe ſame Time. They that believe on the Son

of God, have the Witneſs in themſelves, 1 John 5.10.

i. e. While they believe, or exerciſe Faith, it is

in nifeſt to them that they do exerciſe Faith. And

this inward Witneſs or Manifeſtation, is abſolutely ne

ceſſary to convince any Perſon of his pardoned and

juſtified Eſtate ; all the Works of Righteouſneſs which

we do, without this, being but a rotton Foundation

to build our Hopes upon. . Though our Author,

and his ſeven Witneſſes are pleas'd to tell us “ that

“Men may be good Chriſtians, though they never

“ had any clear Manifeſtations of the Love of God;

“ and that Perſons muſt find out their Juſtification

“ by their Sančification.” This is what is incul

cated over and over again in Page 108, Io9. (The

two moſt horrible Pages in the whole Book.)

I can't forbearº here whata ſweet Har

mony there is between theſe Divines and Dočtor

Stebbing, that Doctor of Arminian Divinity in the

grand Article of Man's juſtification, or the Evidence

of it. Nay there is not one Diſciple of Şames Ar

minius, but will ſubſcribe their Dočtrine, with

Heart and Hand. - -

This puts me in Mind of what an Epiſcopal

ºrminian Miniſter told me triumphantly a little
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while ago, viz. “That ſetting aſide a few over

<< zealous Calviniſts who made ſuch Confuſion, the

* Reſt of the Presbyterian Miniſters preached al

“ moſt intirely as he did.” . His Meaning was,

that whereas he taught Men might know they were

good Chriſtians by their regular Lives, almoſt all the

Presbyterian Miniſters preached the ſame Dočtrine.

- . Pudet Hac opprobria nobis, &c. -

For my Part I think all our Zealagainſt Arminians

is ſcarce worth one Straw, if we coincide with them

here. Theſe Gentlemen have certainly put an Argu

mentum ad Verecundiam into the Mouths of all of that

Perſwaſion. Suppoſing they ſhould hereafter bear

Teſtimony againſt the Arminian Miniſters in Boſton

and elſewhere ; how miſerably muſt they come off

in the Engagement; might not the Arminian Mini

iters ſmartly reply, “You had better letus alone for

“your own Sakes : If we are legal and dangerous

“Preachers you yourſelves muſtcome under the ſame

“Condemnation. The ſame Sort of Perſons who

“think themſelves good Chriſtians according to our

“preaching will think themſelves ſuch according to

“yours. For however we may differ in other Matters

“there is a perfect Agreement in this mainPoint; that

“is, that a good Life,i.e.GoodWorks are a ſufficient

**Evidence of aMan's Juſtification. You ſay, That

“if Perſons maintain a Courſe of vitaland trueHolineſ,

“they need not doubt but they are the Children of

“God, tho' they don't feel the Love of Chriſt, nor e

“ver had any clear Manifeſtations of it: And this

“you know is a Doctrine according to our own Hearts,

“In one Word; youand we combine together in ſet

“ting our People to find out their Juſtification by their

“Sančification. We are glad to ſee you do ſo much

“Honour to Morality in ſuch a Day as this, as to make

*ita good Evidence of a Man's Title to the heavenly

- - Inheritance,
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“Inheritance, when hea‘*elſe. Where

“fore dearly Beloved, letus notweaken one another's

“Hands; but rather letus take ſweet Counſel together

“againſt thoſe that are of the contrary Mind; ſuch as

“Whitefield, Tennant, Davenport, and others of the

“Enthuſiaſtick Tribe; Men who turn the World upſide

“down, and have come hither alſo.” - - -

Thustartly Iſay might the Arminian Miniſters re

tort, in Caſe they ſhould ever be ſo zealous for the

Lord of Hoſts, as to charge them with the Bloodef

damned Souls by fixing their Hearers upon Works,

and not ſuffering them to be eſpouſed to a glorious

Chriſt. Nor do I ſee how they could wipe away the

Reproach ſince the Publication of that little Book, un

leſs it be by owning that when they put their Names

§ they did it in their Haſte, and knew not what

ey did. - - - • * . . . . . .

}. former, or future Zeal againſt the Chriſt-de

ſpiſing and Soul-murdering Dotirines of Arminius, will

do them but little Good : For if they ſay a Confede

racy in this one Article of agood Life's being a ſuf

ficient Evidence of a juſtified Eſtate, they will belia

ble to be tax'd with coming into their Secret, and join

ing with them in the ſame dreadful Work of ſtopping

Souls from coming to Chriſt. . . . . . . . . .

I ſay the ſame dreadful Work of ſtopping Souls

from coming to Chriſt : For there is Death in that

Doctrine: It leads right downtotheregions of Dark

neſs and the Habitations of Deſpair. There are now

without Doubt, many Thouſands of poor Creatures

groaning under the intolerable Wrath of the great

God, whoſe Belief of this Dočtrine, was the Means

ofº them from Chriſt, and ſo of their going

down to that Place of Torment, . , - 2

If any think that my Zealis not according to Know

ledge ; and that I make more ado about thisT.
tflan
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than is needful ; I deſire* to produce my Cauſe and

bring forth my ſtrong Reaſons againſt it,by which thoſe

who realize the Worth of immortal Souls maybe con

vinc'd that my Zealon this Occaſion is rather within

Bounds, than beyond ; and that’tis impoſſible for the

Pen of a Man, or the Tongue of an Angel to go too

far in ſetting forth the Danger of this Doctrine: The

plain and ſtrong Tendency of which is to ſettle alſ

Ítrićt Phariſees upon the damnable Foundation of their

own Works; to keep thoſe who are but little, from

being much concern’d about their Souls; to make

thoſe who are much concern'd to looſe their Convic

tions, and ſtop ſhortof Chriſtand the New-Creature;

to fill the World full of Oppoſers to the Work of

God in the Land ; and, as a Conſequence, upon the

whole, to chaſe pure, and undefil’d Religion from

the Earth, leaving nothing in the Room of it, but the

Religion of Nature & Arminius. All which Charges

it is adeplorably eaſyThing to make good. And

I. I ſay it is adapted to ſettle all ſtrićt Phariſees

upon the damnable Foundation of their own Works.

Among the many Thouſands of ſtrictº into

whoſe Hands that little Book may come, is there one

but may think himſelf a good Chriſtian according to

it 2 No ; not one. Every cloſe Hypocrite under

Heaven, lives an holy Life as he thinks, though he

doubts of his Faith conſider'd abſtraćtly from Works,

and as for the Love of God he never had any clear

Manifeſtations of it. Theſe are allow'd to be true Be

i. ; Page 108,109. And ſince cloſe Hypocrites

ave got ſo far,theſeGentlemen doin Effect tell them

that they are travellingapace to Heaven,though God

knows theyiš ſwiftly down to Hell. And

oh how glad will Multitudes of them be, to ſee that

Dočtrine ſo wellatteſted which hath made their Con

ſciences eaſy,and kept them from JeſusChriſtall their

Days! 2. It
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2. It tends to keepº* but little concern'd,

from being much concern’d about the Things that belon

to their Peace. While they believe that a good#

(as itisi. a ſufficientevidence of the Divine Fa

vour this will put them upon ſeeking after a good Life

inſtead ofconverting Grace. The Favour of Godwill

alſo appear to them as what may eaſily be obtained,

which willkeep the Burden from being heavy enough

to make them wanta Chriſt to take it.#

. It tends alſo to make thoſe who are in the Bitter

neſsof their Souls enquiring what they ſhall do to be

Javed, looſe their Convictions, and ſo ſtop ſhort of

Chriſt and the new Creature. Such Dočtrine is more

dangerous to ſuch Perſons than the rankeſt Arminian

iſin itſelf. For they wou'd avoid reading or hearing

a Diſcourſe in Favour of groſs free Will and juſtifica

tion by Works as they would ſhun a Viper or a Rattle

Snake: Whereas the other Dočtrine of Men'sfinding

out their juſtification by their Sančification would be

likely to fix them upon a ſandy Foundation before

they were aware of it; eſpecially if the Writer or

Preacher of ſuch palatable Doctrine, is look'dupon as a

ſtrict Calviniſt, and a Man of experimental Piety. ..

4. Fire doth not more naturally aſcend upwards

than this Dočtrine tends to fill the World withOppoſ

ers to the glorious Work which God is now carrying

on in the Multitude of his tender Mercies. Men are

every where ſtrongly and vehemently prejudic'd and

enrag'd againſt the Inſtruments and Subjects of the

divine Work for this Reaſon, viz. Becauſe they tell

them continually of theLanger of that Fleſh and Blood

Doãrine inſtilled into them by their Teachers as well

as taught them by corrupt Nature, viz.That they muſt

lookinto theGoodneſs of their Lives in order to know,

whether Godbe at Peace with them or not, 'Tis ow

ing to this that the Great City Niniveh ſwarms with
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thoſe who take Counſeltogether againſt the Lord and his

Anointed. For had their Miniſters never ſhut ſuch

*.out of theirº:who were zealous for the

work of God; and had they neverinvited thoſe Mi
niſters intº their Pulpits who were zealous§ the

Work of God; nor prejudic'd the Minds of their Hear

ers any otherWay; it could not have been difficult

to account for the dreadful Oppoſition there, ſo long as

their Miniſtersgive it under their Hands, that Men'

may conclude they are good Chriſtians from theGood:

neſs of their Lives, even tho' they don't feel the Love

of God nor ever had any clear Manifeſtations of it. By
all which Reaſons put together, it isº as the

Meridian Sun, that this Dočtrine hath a ſtrong Ten

dency to deſtroy pure and undefil dreligion;&the Power

of Godlineſs, from under the whole Heavens; leaving us

nothing in theRoom but theReligion of Deiſts andAr

minians; and conſequently that 'tis the Duty of thoſe

whom Godhath plac'd as Watchmen upon jeruſalem's

Walls, to cry aloud and ſpare not, but to lift up their Voices

likeTrumpets againſtit, witneſſing both to ſmall& great in

Seaſon and out of Seaſon the everlaſting Miſery and De

Jiručion that are in the Ways of it. . . . -

Iamſure it hurts me to bear this Teſtimony again

what thoſe Divines have ſo publickly and zealou

born Teſtimony for. Ihave not the leaſt Ill-will to.

wards any of them; but feel a Tenderneſs for them

all; and know that I love ſome of them for their Kind

neſs tome when ſick atCharleſtown. I ſpeak the Truth;

my Conſcience bearing me hitneſ; I am now puniſhing

myſelf ſo that Icanhardly ſuffer my Pen to run on :

and if they knew how much I have ſmarted at the

Tho’ts of putting them to Pain, they would very eaſi

ly forgive me... if I had an own Father in the Miniſtry

who had put his Hand to that Book, I am perſuaded I

sould not be eaſywidoº.declaring againſt it in the
Face

---
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Face of the World: Forwemuſt not know our Relati

ons nor Friends in the Cauſe of Chriſt. Toſay all in a

Word: I would gladly have letthem alone, if my Con

ſcience had butlet me alone------But how can Ibe'dumh.

and not open my Mouth when theyhave done what will

be a Means ofſºmany'Thouſands of Souls uni

e
leſs the infinite Mercy of God prevent. If the Goſ:

pel be of any Value ; if the Soul of a Manis worth

more than the Spirit of a Beaſt; Now is a Time to ſpeak,

and not to keep Silence. Now, God blows the Trumpet in

Zion: My Soul hath heard the Alarm of War; and the

Queſtionis, Who willariſe ºn the Lord's Side; Who?

Who willcome to the Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty?

... Here I expectitwill beask'd, Whether Holineſs in

general, and ſometimes particular Branches of Holi

neſs are notin the Scriptures made the Marks ofa juſ

tified Eſtate? To which Ireply, Undoubtedly : but not

ſeperately from the Witneſs ;the Spirit, and the di

vineSealings which the Scripture makes the common

Priviledge of all Believers. Eph. I. 13. "

. As joyful Diſcoveries ºf Chriſt are avain Hope with

out Holineſ, ſois Holineſs without theſe. Neither will

do alone; but both together may give a Perſon ſtrong

Conſolation and Evidence thathé hath fled for Refuge

to the Hope ſet before him. To bring that of the Poet

to a ſacred Uſe : . . . . .

. Alterius ſic altera%. oftem res et conjurat Amice."

: Weritas (aque acº; poſita.

The Antinomians and the -

The Antinomians dream, thatif they havebutDiſco

veries of Chriſt, it is no Matter how they live; they

can't fail of Heaven. But theſe filthy Dreamers are as

far from the Truth as Hellis from Heaven. Theſe Di

vines on the otherHand,imagine that if Men live ve

ry ſtrict Lives, they may conclude themſelves God's

adopted

* ** * * a * eLearned Divines have on

both Sides run into Extreams, and ſo miſs'd the Truth.
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ãºdº, don't feel the Love of

iriſt, nor ever, had any clear Manifeſtations of it :

whereas if they had only ſaid, Thatan holy Life, and

ſenſible Communion were the only ſure Foundati

on of Hope, this would have been ſound Speech that

could not be condemned.

... Without Doubtit will be enquired next, what ſhall

poor deſerted Believers do when their Joy and Com

munionis allgone? And, whither they may not con

clude that they are ſincere from the Holineſs oftheir

Lives 2 I anſwer that when a Child of God is in ſuch

dreadful Darkneſ; he muſt not be ſent to the Law for

Comfort, butto Chriſt the Hope of Iſrael andthe Con

Jolation thereof. The Way for ſuch an one to know

that he really is juſtified, is by finding in himſelf that

, which doth juſtify; and not by finding in himſelfthat

which don't juſtify, as theſe Gentlemen ſuppoſe. A

deſerted Believer can have no further Ground to be

lieve he is juſtify'd, than he can realize that he hath

aćtually#ºthe Love of Chriſt, or believed on

him : Nor will he take Comfort in any Thing ſhort

of this. All his Righteouſneſ, which he hath dome he

will not ſuffer to be mention'd to him. If any tell him

how holily and unblameably he hath walk'd, he will ſay,

miſèrable Comforters are ye all. A Chriſt is what he

wants ; a Chriſt is what he muſt have : A Chriſt is

what he will have : None but Chriſt : None but

Chriſt ; is the Language of his Soul. And when God

hath humbledhim to theDuſt,and madeChriſtprecious

to him by the Want of him, he reveals his Son, to

him again, and cauſes him to taſte and ſee again that

the Lord jeſus is good, and that bleſſed and happy are all

, they who put their Truſt in him. . Thus it is that all Be

lievers have theirEvidences cleared up to them when

they have been deſerted, and not by conſidering that

they maintain a Courſe of vital and true Holineſ, as

- theſe
-
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theſe Gentlemen tell us. Nay, I will undertake tº

prove that a Believer thus deſerted can as eaſily make

a Horld, as maintain a Cºurſe of vital and true Holineſs:

Which becauſe it is a Thingof the utmoſt Importance,

and ſo contrary to the Belief of moſt Miniſters, I ſhall

be very particular in the Proof of it. And here if

we weigh his Obedience or Holineſ; in the Ballance of

the Sanctuary, we ſhall find . . .

1. That it will bevery ſlaviſh and ſelfiſh. Like Doeg,

he will only be detained before the Lord. HisDuty muſt

be a Drudgery, and his Religion a Burden while he is

not influenc'd by that Faith which works by Love, Gal.

5. 6. A prevailing and ſenſible Love to Jeſus Chriſt.

upon it for want of a Chriſt to depend upon. -

2. Such a dark and deſerted Believer, will alſo be

very unthankful: And we know who hath joined un

And tho' his Obedience be ſo bad, yet he will depend.

thankful and unholy together. If a Man can't call Chriſt

his own, and realize that 'tis God who hath given his

Son to him, that freely gives him all Things elſe, he

can't be thankful for them. He that is not thankful

for that Mercy of Mercies, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,

can't be thankful for leſſer Mercies : And no Man

can be thankful for jeſus Chriſt, who doth not feel a

Love to him. . . * . -

3. His Obedience will be full of ſpiritual Pride,

I have heard much of your humble doubting Chriſti

ins but I never ſaw one yet ; nor did any one elſe e

wer ſee one. They are meer Chimara's in Religi

on, certain imaginary Monſters that never were, nor

indeed can be. Such as are full of Doubts, are ei.

ther no Chriſtians at all or very proud ones. 'Tis

Pride and Self-ſufficiency that keep Believers from

an Heaven of Comfort which otherwiſe they could

not fail of, - -

The
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The high and lofty one }. inhabits Eternity, will

always dwell with, revive, and comfort thoſe that

are of an humble and contrite Spirit. Say---every

Believer, into whoſe Hands this Paper may come,

did you ever feel your Souls humbled to the Duſt,

and not taſte of Heaven at the ſame Time 2

- ſ". ſo much true Humility as any one exerciſes,

juſt ſo much joy will he have in the Holy Ghoſt. .

They therefore that don't feel any joy in the Holy

Ghoſt don't exerciſe Humility. Naya Chriſtian that

hath loſt all his Joys, however demure and humble
he may appearin the Eyes of Men, is always proud,

fullen, and obſtinate in the Sight of God. Which brings

Ine to ſº .* * * - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4. and laſtly, that ſuch a Believer can't poſſibly

repent of one of his Sins, and how a Perſon can

maintain a Courſe of vital and true Holineſs, without

daily Repentance, is what I can't ſee through. Fie.

may feel uneaſy within himſelf, when he hath done

or omitted any#. inconſiſtent with Duty; he

may ask God Forgiveneſs for Chriſt's Sake, and

Strength againſt ſuch Sins ; he may be afraid to do

any more ſo wickedly : But is this Repentance 2

No ; God knows, and every Believer knows that

this is not evangelical, but only Arminian or legal

Repentance. The Man feels a Stubborneſs and En

mity to God all the while, but doth not loath and ab

... hor himſelf, without which Abaſement of Soul there

can be no ſuch Thing as true Repentance. As he

could not repent at firſt without a Diſcovery of a

precious Chriſt, ſo neither can he renew his Repen

tance without a renewed Diſcovery of him.

But when God enables him to look again to him

whom he hath been piercing ; when he realizes that

God loves him for Chriſt's Sake through all his Vile

meſ; as well as if he had never committed one Sin

- againſt
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againſt him inTºšwº, or Deed; “Oh then

fº Sorrow begins to work; he loaths himſelf when

ees God is pacified, and can't forgive himſelf be.

cauſe God hath forgiven him. Thenhe is filled with

an holy Self-revenge ; he is ready to call himſelf a

Beaſt, or a Devil for his Ingratitude ; and trembles

at the Thoughts ofº; again that God who is

ſo ready to pardon all his A j. Thoſethat know,

all that know what Repentance unto Life means,

know that theſe Thing muſt needs beſ) : And ſome

I truſt will perceive their Hearts burn within them.

when they read over what they have ſo often felt

in their own Souls, Wherefore, ſince the Diſco

very of a pardoning God, and a precious Chriſt is abſo

lutely neceſſary to Repentance, it is abundantly e

vident that a Believer in the Dark can't truly repent

of one of the Sins which he daily commits, but only

goes on heaping Tranſgreſſion upon Sin. . . . . . .

Buttoſum up the Argument. Thus ſlaviſ , and -

ſelfiſh, proud, unthankful, harden'd and unrelenting is

the Courſe of Life which the beſt of Menlive when

their Comfortis all gone; when they go forward but it is

not there; and backward, but they cannot perceive it. An

yet theſe Guides of Souls call this a Courſe of vital and

true Holineſ; 1 The great God who ſaid on another

Occaſion, Wilt thou call this a Faſt 3 might juſtly

ſay to each of them on this Occaſion, Wilt thou call

this an holy Life 2. And Oh that God would cauſe

theſe Divines and others that are like minded to ſee .

the Force of the Arguments I have been offering

to the contraryl Would they then tellus any more

of Perſons living boly Lives in the Dark; and put Peo

ple upon depending on ſuch Lives as an Evidence of

the Divine Favour, though they never had any clear

Manifeſtations of the Love of God unto their Souls :

Öhno! they would ſooner burn their Hands in the#:
, - tºlàll

-
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thanfºſ,fuchſº#} any more, and there.

by cauſe poor deluded Sinners to bleſs themſelves in

their Hearts, while they are curſed of their Maker.

Thus have Ifiniſhed my Remarks upon the above

mentioned Book, which in the Opinion of good

Judges is more adapted to deſtroy the Power of God

}; than the worſt Arminian Performance that ever

was written. . . As I began them in full Aſſurance,

that God would bleſs them to ſome of my Readers,

formy Faith hath held out to the End. Bleſs themO

Lord God, not only to Miniſters, but alſo and more

eſpecially to their Hearers. Since Ihave ſhewn that

the moſtexperienc'd Chriſtians can't live holy Lives,

when they have no divine Manifeſtations, let thoſe

who never had any clear divine Manifeſtations, be

convinc'd that they are but ſtrict Phariſees, and don't

know what true Holineſs means. And let others be

convinc'd, that whatever divine Manifeſtations they

have had (or think they have had) yet if they never

were made humbleand holy, and like Chriſt, by them,

they are but rotten-hearted Hypocrites. Leta Num

ber of thoſe who build upon Holineſs without Diſco

veries of Chriſt, andupon Diſcoveries of Chriſt, with

out a thorough Work of Sanétification, be beaten off

from the Sand, and ſettled upon the Rock Jeſus

Chriſt, by Meansof what I have written, and the

Glory ſhall be thine for ever and ever, Amen.

Connetticut, Groton,

Oćtob. Io. 1742.

A. CROSSWELL.

N. B. If any Oneispleas'dto make any manner of

Reply to what I have written, withoutº:
hisName,he may expečttobetaken no Notice of.

s

f - . . --~~~~
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