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To the Dutch Proteftant Reformed
Church, oz tbe Hland of SABA.

T he Prefbytery of Ve efw-Tork fend Greetmg |

WH EN your Reque‘ﬁ Sfor an Englifh Prot’eﬂant Mini-‘

fter, was made known to us, we gladly embraced the
Opportunity of affy iing Jo difiant a Part of the Lord’s Vineyard.
And divine Providence Jeafonably pointed out the mgemau:.‘.
Author af the fallo'wmg szcom;/é, wbom we can tb:af[ull '
rewmmend asa Pe;;fon we judge well qual fied to fupply yaurt
defbitute Church, and to promote the Jm‘er jt qf tbe Redcemer:'
Kingdom among you. '

IT' was our unanimous Requeft, that this Difcourfe, which
be preached beforeas, .on bis FTrinls 10 fo good Aeceptanse, might
e publifbed, not only as *tis a fuitable Addref; to all of the facred
Order, but as it may ferve to acquaint you what Ser;/} be ba:‘
of the great Work be is called to engage in among you, and ﬁ)"
waturadly [uggeft the Mol in which; you ought to receive

‘and entertam bim. " He comes to JYou on the moft important
Errand, to ferve you and your moft valuable Intereft 5 receive
bim therefore as an Embqﬂ'ador of Chrifty who is fent to befeech
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you, in bis Stead, to be reconciled to God.  Honor -bim bighly
Sor bis Works Sake, and bold bim in Reputation. You fee,
Brethren, to wbat a difficult Station, to what an arduous Work
ke is called 5 labour therefore 1o frengtben bis Hands, and en-
courage bis Heart, by your kind and affeflionate Condust towards
bim 3. by your Jervent and confrant Prayers to the Throne of
Grace for bim. Regard the [acred Infirultions you bear from
bis Mouth, with fmvu; and diligent-Atention.  Subnmit to bis
<wholfome Exbortations, and Admonitions in the Lord with all
Meeknefs and Humility, We truft you will bave Reafon, with us,
10 blefs God, that lm inclined hbis Heart, to accept your Call ;
20 forfake the Sorzet;y qf bis dear Friends, andrisk the Danger of
the Sea, that be might carry the glad Tiding of Salvation, fa
the diftant Iles ,---T bat be may come to you in the Fullnefs of
ibe quﬂing: of the Gojj)el of Peace, and become the bappy
In/lmmmt, in the Hands of the great Head of the Church, of
building you up in Faith, Peace and Holmeﬁ, isy and will be
the Prayer o

2‘ oxr- Bnmkm ami Sawm in fbe Gojjvl of- Cnnrs*r.

ngned b’ Ordfr,

« -
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SERMON, &

: 2 Cor. ii. 16. .
Who is [uﬁz'cient Sor thefe Things?

*

@@@H E Apoftle Paul, in the fifth Chapter of the =
former Epiftle, had, by his apoftolical Authority,

% T @' commanded the Corinthians to excommunicate or
@@ expel from Church-Memberthip, 2n inceftuous
W ¥TTS0 Perfon 5 and to deliver bim unto Satan, for the
Defirution of the Flefh, that the Spirit might be faved in the Day
of the Lord Fefus.-~-That .is, by a folemn and public Procefs,
to declare him fubjeét to the Power and Kingdom of Satan,
and fo, no longer to be a Member of the Kingdom of Chritt ;
that, by being deeply affesied with fo awfula Sentence, com--
fnanded by the infpired Apoftle, and. ratified in Heaven ;
he might be brought to a fincere and_ hearty Repentance, and

thereupon received again into the Church’s Charity.

THe Reformation of the Delinquent, being one principal
End of ‘Excommunication; and this defirable End having
* been obtained with the inceftuous Perfon under Cenfure, as
appears by what the Apoftle fays about him, in this Chapter :
He enjoins them, by the fame Aurbority, and at the fame Time,
in the moft affeilionate Manner, to forgive dud comfors bim, and
confirm their Love towards bim leaft, {ays he, fuch a Perfon
Sbould be fwallowed up with over-much Sorrow 5 and Satan fbould
get an Advantage over us (either by driving the Perfon under
Cenfure, into Defpair, or by tempting our Enemies to repre-
{ent our Condué tyrannical and fevere, inconfiftent with the
Laws of Chriftianity, which admit the moft flagitious Perfons
into Charity and Church ;C%mﬁgunibp, upon fincere Repen-
Lo : * © fance
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“tance) and might thereby caufe the Name and Ordinances of
Chrift to be blafphemed. °
Tue Apoftle, further to exprefs his AffeCtion for the Co-
rinthians, lets them know at the 1oth Verfe, that altho’ a
Door was opened to him at Treas, to preach Chrift’s Gofpel,
yet he had no Reft in his Spirit, becaufe he had not feen his
Brother Titus there, to inform him of their State; fo that he
took his Leave of that Place, and went into Macedonia, in
Queft of Titus, where it feems he meet with him, and was
informed of the happy Succefs of his former Epiftle. Upon
mentioning of this, the Apoftle takes Occafion to exprefs
his hearty Thankfullnefs to God, who had hitherto fo gra-
~cioufly profpered him in his Miniftry, and had given him,
“and his Fellow-Apoftles fuch a Victory and Conqueft in
every Place where they preached the Word, by the Con-
veérfion of Sinners; and made them the happy Inftruments
of fpreading the fweet Odour ¢f his Gofpel up and down in
the World., -Then he comes in the r5th: Verle, to thew the
various Effeéts of their preaching, -with Refpect to Perfons of
different Charaers, ‘and its important Confequences. For,
fays the Apftle, we (as faithful Minifters) are unto God, a
JSweet Savour of Chrift, in them that are faved, and in them that
perifb 3---to the one (that is, the Impenitent and Unbelieving)
we are the Savour of Death unto Death, and to the other, the
Savour of Life unto Life. - - -
Tae faithful Labours of Gofpel Minifters, are'a fweet Sa-
vour to God (they, - as it were, {mell fweet in his Noftrils, in
Allufion to the Sacrifices and Infence of old) let their Succefs
with Sinners, be as it will.--- But,' Oh!- tremendous Confi-
deration! What various, what important ‘and intereftin
Effe@s, has ‘the Gofpel upon Sinners,’ when “faithifully dif-
penfed ? 1t is not liﬁz thofe innocent Medicines; which,
altho™ they may be of little Service to the Piatient, yet can do
him no hurt ;---far otherwife : It ‘either -certainly kills, or
éffeCtually curés; becomés cithér a’gloridus Life, or an
aggravated Death to Sinners. 7 ' S
*  WaaT Reafon then have Gofpel Mittiftérs to tremble under
“the awful Imiportance of thieir Office, when they confider, that
by every ‘public Adminiftrfation, they ‘are ‘¢ither {Ealidgl;up
‘ their
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. their Hearers under an aggravated Condemnation, or leading

them into the Paths of immortal Life, and endlefs Felicity ?
And what Care ought Sinners to take, how they hear and
entectain this. glorious Gofpel, which in the final Iflue - of
Things,and accordingto theirImprovement, or Mifimprove-
ment of it, will prove either a Savoyr of Life unto l.ite, or
elfe a Savour of Death unto Death, to every Soul that hears it.

Anp while the Apoftle was yet labouring under this
weighty and affecting Yiew, of the mighty Difficulty, and
important Confequences of the Gofpel Miniftry, he burfts
out into the emphatical Exclamation in the ‘Text, /nd who.
is (uffcient for thefe Things! who is equal for Dignity, Ability,
Dexterity, or Faithfulnefs, to the Difcharge of fuch arduous

- and important Duty ?

InpeED this Queftion, from the Mouth of an infpired
Apoftle, would, at firft View, feem a little puzzling, did he
not himfelf, in other Places, and efpecially in the fifth and
fixth Verfes of the following Chapter, help us to. the true
Solution of it. Not, fays the Apotftle, that we pre fufficient
of our felves to think any Thing as of our felves: But our Suf-
Jiciencey is of God, who. alfo bath made us.able Minifters of the
New-Teftament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit.

WE know that Chrift hath appointed a Miniftry in his
Church, to ferve as his Inftruments, for accomplifhing the
great Defigns of dgis Grace ;---We know that this Miniftry
is, and always has been, committed to weak, frail Men, of

~ like Paffions and Infirmities with our felves. He gave fome

Apoftles; fome Prophets, and fome Evangelifts, &c. 4nd
bas promifed to be with.them, in order to fucceed their Miffion,
always, even to the End of the World. We alfo know, that
it is .an infeperable Property of divine Wifdom, always to
-adapt the Means to the End, which it is defigned to accom-
plif.  'Why then fhould an infpired Apoftle, who had more

~ than ordinary Meafures of Light, Strength, and divine

Affiftance, utter fuch ftrange Language as this, #ho is fuf-
Jicient for thefe Things 2 The Queftian implies the firongeft

- Negation: None, no Man, no Angel, is fufficient for the faith-
-ful and fruieful Difcharge of the Gofpel. Migiftry.  Might
:not this then be objetted, as a Reflection on. the Wifd,omf
. B2 L o of
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of God, chufing fuch weak and unworthy Inftruments, to ac-
complith Defigns fo arduous and important.--No, fays the A-
poftle, for tho’ we are worthlefs infignificant Creatures of our
felves, unable to convey one Ray of Lightinto a dark Under-
ftanding ; to melt down one ftubborn Heart, or, by all the
natural Force of Perfuafion, or Power of human Eloquence,
we are Matfters of, to convert one Sinner to God 5 yet our Suf-
Jiciency is of God, who has furnithed us with Materials fit to
work upon the Hearts of Sinners; infpired us with Zeal and
Dexterity in the Difcharge of our Miniftry, and (which crowns
all) who fecures our Suceefs by co-operating with us in our
great Work, by fealing the Truths we preach upon the Hearts
and Cenfciences of Men 3 and by the powerful Influences of
hisholy Spirit, makes them effectual to their eternal Salvation,

How naturally then does this Refletion lead Gofpel Mi-
nifters to God, from whom all their Sufficiency is derived.---
*Tis true, natural Powers, and acquired Accomplifhments,
are indifpenfably requifite ;- but even this Sufficiency is of God,
who is the Source of. natural, as well as fupernatural Excel-
lency. © And even where thefe Things obtain, how vain and
fruitlefs-are- they, unlefs directed and over-ruled by infinite
Wifdom and Power, to accomplith the-defirable End of the
Gofpel Miniftry, the Converfion of Sinners.----An infpired
Payl, may plant, and an eloquent Apollos, - water 3 but.God
alone.can give ¢bis Increafe.. How earne@ then ought Mini-
fters-to be with the great Head of divine Influences, that
they may have Grace, Wifdom and. Strength, to fullfil their
Miniftry ;. that they may obtain Favour of the Lord, to be
faithful, *fruitful, and fuccetsful ; and may be made wife to .

» win Souls to Chrit. .. .~ . .
- From-a View: of the whole Context, thus opened and- ex-
plained,” ’'m ready to conelude, * that-the DicNiTy, IMPOR-
TANCE and-DurricurTy, of the minifterial. Function, are
ftrongly implied in the Words of the Apoftle’s Exclamation,
Who is fufficient for thefe Things! 1 fhall therefore defcend to
abrief and general Survey of thefe Particulars, in their Order.

Ift; Tuen, I am to fpeak fomething of the Dignity of the
facred Qffice ; and this -will appear, jfir#, From the Reafun
and Natare of Things i And, Secondly, From the Cha'raéters;'
.. oo Q
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of Dignity which attend the Scripture Reprefentations of this
Employment. . -

A Minifter of God’s Word, is, by his very Office, fuppofed
to be feparated from the fecular:Affairs of Life 5 and devoted
to the immediate Service of God, and the Promotion of his
Kingdom and Intereft among Men.---He'is, in a peculiar -

" -Manner, the High-Prieft of the whole Creation, appointed

to ouffer up the Tribute of Praife and Thank(giving, due for

~ all the'Younties of Nature and Grace, difpenfed with a liberal

Hand, over the whole Univerfe. He s, on the other Hand,
fent by God, on Negotiations of the greatef Importance;
and employed as his Meffenger, to deliver Meflages ot the
bigheft Concernment to the guilty Sons of Men. In a Word,
(it the Metaphor may be allowed) he is the Mouth of Nature
to God ; and the Mouth of God to Men. From this Relation,
it is natural to fuppofe, that a more immediate Intercourfe thould
fubfift between him and the Deity, and a more intimate Cor-
refpondence be cultivated, than in other Cafes, and of Con-
fequence, a bigher Degree of FEriendfhip. .

Now Scripture Reprefentations amply fupport thefe dig-

‘nified Notions of the minifterial Fun&ion. In the Ante-mo-

Jaicel Times, the Patriarchs, or Heads of Families, venerable
for Age and Authority, were the Perfons employed in this.
facred Office. Under the Mofaic (Economy, Aaron was im-
mediately called by God hintfelf, to the Office of High-Prieft,
and all his Succeflors in that exalted Station, as well as a]l
the inferior Priefts defcending from him, were bonourably pro-
vided for by God, and had in the bigheft Efteem by the Jewifh

. Church, in all Ages of it; except when, by their unworthy

Behaviour, they difthonoured their facred Profeflion, and
rendered themfelves wi/e and contemptible in the Eyes of:"the
People. Alfo the Prophets, the extraordinary Minifters of
the Church, in that Period, were called by Way of Eminence,
MEen~ oF Gop; and.even the pious Princes themfelves paid
them an awful Veneration, on Account of the extraordinary
Marks of the divine Prefence and Commiffion, which vifibly
appeared in-all their public Adminiftrations. '

In the New-Teftament, Gofpel Minifters are diftingvithed
by the bigheft Marks of Honour; almeft all their Appel-
lation befpeak their Dignity.. THzY
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THuey ate called Prefbyters or Eldem, which either ﬁgmﬁes
a Seniority of Age or Chriftianity, in Oppofition to a Nes-
phite or new’ Convert to the Faith ; and this being ‘a Cha-
racter of Re/peét, dcnotcs the ngmty of the l?erfons to xwhom
it belongs. .

THEY are alfo called Bt/bops, orOverfeers, Whlch xmphcs a
Power of Infpection, or JurifdiCtion over the Church, whr w1
imports great Honour, as well as Labour and Clrcumipea ug,
---Another Appellation of Gofpel Minifters, is Pafror ..
Shepherd ; and this, however it may be degraded now, was
neverthelefs in former Ages, a very bonourable Employment.
The greateft Men of Antiquity, thought it no Difparage-
ment, to.tend their own Folks, and be called Shepherds ;-
and when they intrufted this Care with others, it was a fignal
Mark of that Confidence they repoled in them, as may be
feen in the Cafe of Facob and Laban ;---and under this Cha-
racter, we find the blefled God, and his only Son, frequently
reprefented, J/z. xl. 11. He exprefies his Care of his People,
by feeding them as a Shepherd, carrying the Lambs in bis Bofom,
and gently leading them that are with Young. - Chrift alfo calls
himfelf, the good Shepherd, tbat knew hs Sbeep, and laid down
bis Life for. them, John x. 11.

Agcain, they are called Stcwards, 1 Cor. iv. 5. Let a
Man Account of us as the Minillers of Chrift, c.:d Stewards of
the Mifteries of God.---Now, Stewards are the mott honourable
‘Dometticks:in-a Houthald, who appoint-io every one his

-due Portion of Labour and Provifion, and have the L are and
Infpettion over all the other Servants, Hence it may be
inferred, of how much ngmty this Poft is, in thc Family of
.Chrift, and) Houthold of God.- Again, .

- Tuev.are termed Ambafadors : Now then, fays the Apoﬁle,
e are Embaffadors. for Chrift 5 and thié, every Body knows,
is a Station of the bighet Honour. and Dignity. © An Em-
baffador reprefents the Perfon of his Prince, and is accor-
dingly treated at foreign Courts, with.almoft the fameRefpe&t
as the Prince his Mafter, . Sa the blefléd:Jefus, when he fent
out his Apoltles, to'whonihe hasd commiittedithe:-Miniftry of
Reécenciliation, exprefsly lowns them .as his: Repreientatives,

~and ﬂnews how far heiis mtcref’ced in thextCaufe and Honour,
B Lo S T Mat,
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Mat. x. 40, He that receiveth you, receiveth me, and be that
receiveth me, receiveth bim that font me. He that receiveth a
Prophet in the Name of .a Propbet, fball bave a Prophet’s Re-
o] ¢ Lyame o ‘ ‘ :
“ Ir therefore the Officé of an Embaflador, among earthly
Monarchs, be attended with fo much Dignity, how much
more ftill muft await thofe who reprefent the King of Kings,
and Lord of Lords ;---who dwell in his Courts, and carry
his Meflages of Pcace and Reconciliation, to guilty, but
immortal Souls;---who are employ’d to befeech Men, in
Chrift’s Stead, to be reconciled to God.----Whoare Fellow- -
Labourers, or, asit is emphatically exprefled, 1 Cor. iii. 9.
Leabourers together with God, in effe€tuatng the grand Defign
of reconciling Sinrners to the offended Majefty of Heaven.---
Surely, fucha Work ; a Work fo noble and important, re-
flects a relative Dignity upon the Order of Men employed in it.
~ AxotHer Title which greatly aggrandizes the miniftérial
Character, and befpeaks its' Dignity, is that of Angel.----
Minifters are called, Angels of the Churches,---and Stars in
God’s right Hand.----In Allufion to thefe pure and fublime
Intelligences, who always behold the Face of our heavenly
Father, and who are themfelves miniftring Spirits, fent forth
to minifter to thofe, who are appointed to be Heirs of Salva-
tion ; and in Allufion ‘to- thofe refplendent Luminaries of
Heaven, which move with Dignity and Regularity in their
refpective Orbits, and impart Light ‘and Direction to tae
Inhabitants of this lower World. And in another Place, they
are not only called the Minifters and Angels of the Churches,
but alfo the Glory of Chrif. . - : - -
" BuT, another Circumftance which greatly magnifies the
facred Office, is, That Chrift himfelf, the great Shepherd and
Bifhop of Souls, did not difdain to fuftain it in the Days of
his Flefh: For this End he left the joyous Realms ot Light,
that he might preach good Tidings to the Meck 5 that be might
bind up the broken-bearted, proclaim Liberty to the Captives, and

~ the openting of the Prifon to them that are bound, and that be

might préach the acceptable Year of the Lord, 1fa. 1xi. '1.---For
this Caufe did God give him the Tongue of the Learned, « T baf

And
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And Chrift is exprefsly declared to be 4 Minifter of the Circurm-
cifion, Rom. xv. 8. And what can be a higher Honour, than
to ferve God in the fame Office with his own Son ?

It was no Doubt from fuch Confiderations as thefe, that
Solomon, that great and illuftrious Prince, triumph’d in-no
Chara&er, fo much as in thatof being a Preacher 3--of finding
out acceptableWords, and teaching the World Iwowledge Hence
Paul alfo glories in i, that Chrift had counted him faithful,
putting bim into the Miniftry, 1 Tim. i. 12. And becaufe
Grace or Favour was given bim, that be [bould preach among
the Gentiles, theunfearchable Riches of Chrift, Eph. iii. 8. He
calls it, the glorious Gofpel of the bleffed God, and commands,
that the faithful Difpenfers of it, e counted worthy. of double
Honour 5 and that they thould be ¢fecmed very bighly in Love,
Sor tbezr Work’s Sake. :

AnD altho’ they may, in this Life, be perfecuted and evily
intreated for the Caufe of Cluift 5 altho’ they may be vilified
and condemned, by the Sons of Belial 5 traduced in their
Charatters, and abufed in their Perfons, and meet with fuch
Treatment, even in maintaining the Teftimony of a good
Confcience, as is very difficult tor human Nature to fupport
Yet they are the peculiar Care of a good Providence, which
upports them under all their Difficulties, according to the
Apoftle’s Teftimony, #e are troubled on every Side, yet not
diftreffed 5 we are perplesed, but not in dijpeiry perfecuted, but
not fo;;[aleen caft down, but not defircyed. Lie fuffereth ne Man
20 do them wrong ; yea, be reproveth Kings, for their Sakes,
Jaying, Touch not mine ancinted, and domy Prophbets no Harm,
1 Chron. xvi. 22. And be their outward Cjrcumftances here
below ever fo diftrefling,;, which may be permitted for wife
Ends ¢ yet, when they have Sfought the good Fight of Fuith,
and finifhed their Courfe, in a Series of Duty and fruitful Obe.-
dience ; and when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, they fhall
receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away ; and. as a
Reward for turning many to Righteoufnefs, fhall /l:mea: the
Stars, for ever and ever. Yea, altho’ Urael Should not be g atberea'
by their aﬂ1duous and faithful Endeavours, yet fhal
glorious-in the Eyes of the Lord, And rcccwc t,hc R;warc{
lus fa,xt,hful Scrvants, .

s
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Tuus we fee, from the Nature and Delign of . the Gofpel
Miniftry ;---from' the Viajue fet upon.it in the Scriptures of
Truth ;--<from the great Pasern and Precedent of it, exliibited
ip the Lord Jefus Chrift ; from:the Opinion of the greateft.
and beft of Men about it ;---and from the Rewards which.
attend a faithful Difcharge of it, both in the prefent and future
Worlds :---From all thefe Confiderations, . we plainly fiee,
how bigh an Honour it is to bear the Veflels of the Lord, and
be Stewards of the manifold Grace of God.----#ho then is
Jufficient for thefe Things? What Man, what Angel, fit to fuf-
tain this Chara&er, or waorthy to be. prometed to thisDignity ?
I come now,
a I1dly, To fpeak of the IMporTANCE of the. Golpcl Mini-
ry.
YALL the natural Dcfcendents of Aa'am, are becomc Enemies
0 God, by wicked Works ; they have altogether gone aftray, and
walked after Vanity. This general Revolt and Apoftacy,
having been forefeen by God, from the Ages of Eternity, -
his Bowels yearn’d with. Rity, upon the View of 'a Cataftro-
phe fa deftru@ive in its Confequences, to the whole human
Radce. Hence the Motives of Mercy from,within himfelf,
gave Occafion tb the Covenant of Redemptwn between the
facred thrée, for opening a Way of Recovery.. No fooner
had Man been erected and fallen, as divine' Omnifcience: fore-
faw he would,:but (in Confequence of his éternal Council of
Peace) a Treaty of Reconciliation' was fet on Faot, between the
offended Majefty of Heaven, and his guilty Creature, Man
and for many wife Reafons, feveral of which, were it necef-
fary, might be mentioned, he has thought fit.in all" Periods

* of the Church, to carry on this Treaty by Men of like Paffions

and Infirmities with their guilty Brethren. - The Patriarchs,
Priefts and Prophets, were invefted with this facred Office in
Times .of old; and when the. Fullnefs of Time was come,
and the promifed Mefliah, the great Prophet, Prieft and
King of his Church, appeared in our Nature, and made the
laft and tulleft Revelation of the Divine. Will 5 whenhe had
made his Soul an Offering for Sin, and brought in an everlafting
- Righteoufnefs ;---and when he had afcended up on bigh, and led
Captz'wty captive; then, asa Reward of his Merit, he received
L C . - Gifts
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Gifts forthe Rebellious, and difpenfed them untoMen. He gave -

Jeme, Apoftles s and fome, Evangelifis 3 and fome, Prophets ; and
Jeme, Paftorsy and Teackers, for the perfeéting of the Saintsy for
- the Work of the Minisiry, for the Edifying of the Body of Chrift,
Eph. iv. 11. : : o

pH enck therefore appears the grand Importance of the Gofpel
Miniftry 5 in as much as it is the Miniftry, or Word of Recon-
ciliation; between God and Man. . Minifters are Embaffadors
Sfor Chrift, as tho® God did befeech Sinners by them, they are. to
pray, and perfuade them, in Chriff’s Stead, to be reconciled 10God.,
An Office then, of-what awfu/ andtremendous Imporiance, is
this, upon the proper Execution of which, the Eficacy of the

Father’s Love, the Son’s Merit, and the Spirit’s Application, -

may be faid in fome Meafure to depend ¢ And in the Exer-.
«cife of which, Minifters become either -a Savour of Life unto
Life, or a Savour of Death unto Death, both to themfelves, and
thofe that bear them. THis facred Office is concerned about
the moft momentous Affairs in the:Univerfe. God promifed
to give his Son: a Seed to ferve bim, which foould be counted unto
bim. for & Generation, Pf. xxii. 30. It is promifed him as a
Reward of his Sufferings, that he fball fec bis Seed, and that
the Pleafure ‘of the Lord [ball profper in bis' Hand :--- That he
fhall fee the Travil of his Soul, and be fatisfied, becaufe he
hath poured out his:Soul unto Death.--- He is- promifed zbe

Heathen for bis Inberitance, and the uttermoft. Parts of the Earth

for bis Poffeffion. " The Church is faid to be built upon. a Rock,
and it is predicted, that the Gates of Hell fhall never prevail
againft it.--- It is the Father’s Will, that of all which be bath

given to bis Son, be fhould lofe nothing, but raife it up in im-

mortal Youth and Beauty, a# tbe laf Day ; and it is the Son’s
Will, that thofe which the Fatber bath given bim, may be with
him where he is to behold his Glory to allEternity. Thathe
may prefent the whole Ele& to bimfelf, a glorious Church not
baving Spot or Wrinkle, or any fuch Thing ; and to be able to
fay (upon giving an Account of his mediatorial Kingdom)
Bebold! I, and the Children which Ged bath given me: Thefe
are GRAND and 1MpORTANT EvENTs, which the Truth and
Fidelity of the ever blefled Trinity, are nearly coneerned in :
And Gofpel Minifters are, at leaft, inffrumental in carrying on
this great Work. - Jesus

———— . e
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Jesus (after having declar’d, that 2/ Poeder- -as given to
l'zm in Heaven and cn Earth, gives this general Commiffion
to his Apoftles, and in them, to all fucceeding Mibifters.
Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, Laptizing. “then in the
Name of the Father, and cf the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.---
Teacking them to obferve cll Things, wkatfoever I kaove com-
manded you, and lo I am with you elways, even unto the End of the
Werld; Mat. xxviii. 19,.20. Or as it is in. another Gofpel,
 Go ye into all the World, and preach the Gofpel unto every
Creatures be that believeth, and is baptized, Jball be faved; but
be that belzewth oty fhall be damned” Now, as the Apoftle
juftly argues, bow fball Sinnets believe in bim, of whom they
have not beardy and.bow yhall they bear without u Preacher :---

- Hence it is evident, that the Gofpel Miniftry, is a neceffary

Means of  accomplithing thc gracxous Dcﬁgns of God toa
guilty World.

MinNisTERS are fald to beWcrkerJ tagetbm with bzw, tbcy‘
reprefent him, > and tmnfa& with Sinners:in his Name and
Authority (as Embaffadors fortheir Prin¢esat fofeignCourts.)
Of.what vaft Importance, thereforé is it, that they be faithful
in their Negonauons, when the Glory of God, and the Intereft of
Cbhrift, is atStake, -and liable to fuffer by the fmaile[’cNegle& ?

It was the divine Comniiffion to St. Pax/, and in him, to
every Gofpel Minifter :--~ That he fhould labour, to opes
the Eyes of the Fews and Geiitiles, to turn them from Dark-
uefs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, -+hat they
might receive Pardon of Sin; and an Inberitance among thofe that
are [anitified, AGsxxvi, 17, 18. It is alfo given as a Chatatter
of the Servant of the Lord,+-< that he muft not ftrive, but be

 gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient in Meeknefs, in-

ftrutting: thofe that oppofe themfclvcs, that they may recover
themfelves ot of the Snaté of the Devil wbo are taken mptrue
by bim at-bis Will, % Tim. ii. 26,

. WHAT thcreforc, ¢an be-of, greater Impqrt‘am, than that
Office, npon the due Exercife &f which,:not only the Honour-
and Veracity of Gods 3 but alfo the Sakvation of  Souls, (afet of

eings more precious than the whole material Univerfe)
depends ?- .An-Officer defign’d to extricate thefe immortal
chgs from.the gloomy Ma%es of Ignorance and Error; and

> 2 place
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place them under the refrefhing Beams of marvelous Light
and divine Lovej---to refcue them from the #yramnical
Eondege of Satan, and the ignominious Slavery of their own
Lufts, and reftore them to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of
God ; for be who converteth a Sinner from the Error of bis
Way, [aveth a Soul from Death.--- For this Caufe, the Gofpel
(which is the Arm of the Lord, and the Power of God unto Sal-
wvation) is committed to Minifters .as a facred Treafure, or
Depofi.um, of which they are made Stewards or Difpenfers,
Ser the Work of ibe Miniftry, for-the perfeiliug of the Saints,
and for edifying the Body of Chbriff.--- Hence they are to preach
aniong the Gentiles; the unfearchable Riches of Chrift :--- That
as Friends of the Bridegroom, they may betroth. Souls to the
great Head and Hufband of the Church ; and that they may
the more effeCtually ‘maintain theit Authority, and keep the
Church pure, as far as human Precaution can Effe¢t it. "The
Keys of Church Difcipline, »are put into their Hands, with
folemn Promife, that théir upright Decifions fhall beratified
© m:Heaven, Matixvh 1y, 70Ul T s
. Wro-then. s fufficient for thefe Thing ? Things, upon the
Succefs of ‘which, the Accomplithment of the many gresr,
and precious Promifes of God depends:---T bings, by the Succefs
of which, the Purchafe of the Redeemer’s Bloed, the Trevail
of his Saul, the Fruits of his Agony and bloody Sweat, and a
great Part of the Glary of his mediatorial:Exaltation, are alone
{ecured.--- Things, upon the Succefs of which, the greateft
Revenues of Glory, and Afcriptions ef Gratitude, and:
Praife muft eternally redound to the faaedTbree.--- Things, by
' the proper Management of which, with the Concurrence of
divine Influences; Millions of God'’s rational Creatures, are re--
fcued from the Tyrannical Ufurpation of Sawah, and the Tor-
ments of an etexnal Hell ; reinftatedsinto the Favour of God;:
and qualified for the endlefs Fruition of the.greateft Good.----
“Fruely, thevaft Jmportance of the minifirialOffice, is fufficient
upon due Confideration, .to dathp the:Spirivof an Angel of
Light, and oblige him .to Cry out, ‘with the great Apoftle, .
Who is fufficient for thefe Things? I new proceed to the
- Illd. ‘Tuing propofed, which was, to fay:a few Things
of the DirercuLTIEs, which attend the faithful Difcharge-
of this Office. ST TsE
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muft be. well acquainted with the Will of their Mafter, and

[ 1] :
Tur minifterial Function, is not only very honourable and
important, but alfo very difficult.--This is a Subjet fo copious,
that it will be neceflary at prefent, to pafs over a great many
Topicks, which might ferve to fetitin a very c/ecr Light, and

touch oniy on a tew Particulars, in a very general Manner,
THe Difficulty of the minifterial Office, may be argued
from < the Seripture, Titles of the Officers.--- The Defign
¢« of the Office,--- Its various Branches,--- and the Opinion,
¢ which the beft and ableft Men, have always entertain’d
¢ about it.” ‘
Tue Scripture Titles of Minifters, imply, great Lalour
and Difficulty.--- They are called, Watchmen, Ez. iii. 17. Men-
placed upon high Towers, to give the: Alarm upon the Ap--
pearance of Dangers from the Approach of an Enemy.--Thefe
are obliged, to keep their Station Day and Night, and ftrictly
obferve all the Motions-of the Enemies Camp :-- S6 Minifters-
are fet as Watckmen, upon the Walls of the Golpel- Sion:
They are to bear the Word at God’s Mouth, and give Sinners:
warning from -him :--- They are to found the Silver Trumpcr
ot the Gofpel,---to ery aloud,. and not [pare, to lift up their
Voices kike Trumpets, and fbew bis People their Tranfgreffions.----
To be inflant in Seafon, and cut of Seafon 5--- to reprove, rebuke,
exbort with all Long-(uffering and Doéirine =--- To watch and’
counteraét all the Schemes and Stratagems of the Churches
Enemies ;--- and to A& in every Refpe&, as good Soldiers of
Fefus Chrift, who are refolutely determin’d, under his Aufpi-
cious Banner, to fack the ftrong Holds of the Powers of
Darknefs, and eftablifh Chrift’s Kingdom, on the Ruins of
Satan’s. Thefe Things they are to do, with Faithfulne(s and
Diligence, as they hope to fave their own Souls, and the Souls
of thofe that hear them ; and, (tremendous Thought!) if
the Souls committed to their Charge, fhiould perith througl:
their Negligence, and Remiffnefs, God has declared, that he

will require the Blood of fuch at their Hands, Ezck. xxxiii. 8.
- Acarn, The Title of Embaffador, as it implies great Dig-
nity and Importance, fo alfo- it imports great Labour and

" Diffculty. :

EMBASSADORS, in order to negociate with Advantage,
the
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the Interefts of his Kingdom; they muft be thoroughly
verfed in the Laws, Conflitution and Conne&lions of the State for
which they tranfalt, as alfo with the political Views and Defigns
of the Court where they refide and officiate. They muft be
likewife well qualified to reprefent their Prince’s Affairs in
the moft advantageous Manner,--- affiduous to maintain a
good Harmony between the two Courts in Time of Peace,
and watchful, that their Mafters Honour or Intereft do not.
fuffer in Time of War, by their Negligence or unworthy
Behaviour. :

How /aborious, how difficult, therefore muft be the Tafk
of the Embaffadors of Jefus Chrift, who reprefent the great
God, and are carrying on fuch a momentous Treaty of Peace
with the moft obftinate Rebels ?--- In what Danget is their
great Matter’s Name, of fuffering by the prophane and indecent
Behaviour of thofe who reprefent his Perfon ? '

How is the-Name of God blafphemed among the Heathen,
and reprobate Part of Mankind, by the immoral Lives of
Gofpel Minifters? And how does his Intereft fuffer, in the
World, by the Ignorance, Negligence, and Unwatchfulnefs of
his pretended Embaffadors ?  But, .

adly, Turs will further appear from the Defign of the
Office ; and this, (as has been obferved under a former Head)
is to convert Sinners to God; to open their Eyes, and turn them
Jrem Darknefs to Light 3 yea to raife them from the Death of
Sin, and help them to walk in Newnefs of Life, until at
Length they arrive at the Stature of perfet Men and Women
in Chrift Jefus, and a compleat Meetnefs for the Inheritance
of the Saints in Light; and I prefume there need be little
faid, to prove that this is a difficule Tafk, :

Hap. Minifters only to do with the external Manners and,
Deportment of Men; had they only to perfuade the Drunkard,
to become zemperate the Debauchee, jger. and chafle ; the ex-
travagant, mederate and frugal ; or, the Rude and Boilloreous,
calm and Jedate; in which Cafes, they would have the powerful
Motives of Self-Love, and prefent Advantage,. on their Side,
Yet, fuch is the Head-ftrong Irregularity of the inferior
Appetites, and fuch the Inveteracy, of vicious Habits, in the
prefent degenerate State of human Nature, thag they wou{)¢

: o
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be apt to find their moft vigorus Attempts mocked and
baffled with Difappointment.- .
Bur,---to change the Heast ;---to deftroy its inbred En-
mity againft God ;---to conquer its inveterate Prejudices
againft a Life of Self-Denial and Mortification ; to bring the
buman Will into a habitual and complacential Subjetion, and
a fubmiffive Refignation to the Divine.- - To regulate the
Affettions, and fet them on Things above ; and, in a Word,
to renew the whole Man, into the Image of God, and a
Fitnefs for his Enjoyment, is a Work fo properly divine and
fupernatural, that the Apoftle might well Cry out, #ho is
Sufficient for thefe Things!--- And altho’ Minifters are but In-
~ftruments in effectuating this Work, and their Sufficiency
for accomplifhing it, is only of God; yet, they ought to be
‘unwearied in their Endeavours, till Chrift is found in the
Heart of their Hearers, and #bey be made the Subje&ts of their
thorough Change.  This Diligence, and nothing fhort of it,
can difcharge a Minifter’s Confcience in the Perfarmance of
his Duty. Again, .
3dly, Tue Difficulty of the minifterial Function, may be
further argued, from the feveral Branches, or Duties of it.---
And here I muft but juft meation Things. And,
1, MINisTERS are to be Enfamples to the Flock, 1 Peter
v. 3. Orasit is elfe where ; Examples of the Believers in Word,
in Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faitb, in Purity,
‘1-Tim. iv. 11. The Expreflion is, Typoi Pifton, Copies
which the Flock thould imizate and follow.--- So the Apoftle
admonifhes the Corinthians, Be ye Followers of me, even as I
alfo am of Chrift, 1 Cor. xi. 1. And he appeals to Timothy
in another Place, Thou baft fully known my Manner of Life,
Purpofe, Faith, Long-fuffering, Charity, Patience, &c.
MinisTERs are the Light of thelWorld, who are to enlighten
it, not only by theirDoétrines, but alfo by theirLives:--- And
it is of vaft Importance to Religion, that they let their Light
(o fbine before Men, that others [eeing their good Works, may
glorify their beavenly Father.--- They are as a City fet on a
Hill ; the Eyes of the World are upon them. Every Punétilio
of their Behaviour, is critically obferved; by fome, with a
 Jealous ; by others, with an invidious, and by others, with an
‘ : ; ignorant
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ignorant Eye.--- How difficult a Thingmuft it therefore be, to
walk unblameable andirreprovable, betore fuch a mixed, and
cenforious Cloud of Witnelfes, fo as to give no plaufable Ground
of Offence, even to Envy or Malevolence itfelf. The Profane,
frequently graft Abufes upon the moft innocent Recreations,
indulged to by Minifters; for the Generality of People
are of Opinion, that they are fafe enough, altho’ they do not
.come quite up to the Strictnefs, and Circumipe@ion of
their {piritual Guides, who, they think, afe under Obliga-
tions to much greater Degrees of Holinefs, than they.----How
much then, does it behove Minifters to take Heed, left by
any Means, their Liberty /bould become a frumbling-Block to
2hem that are weak ;-or prone to abufe it unto Licentioufnefs-?
odly, Minifters are Stewards of the Myleries of God 5 ap-
-pointed o feed the Church of God, which be hath purchafed
-awith bis-ewn Blood 3 and to give every one bis Portion; Terror,
-to whom Terror, and Comtort to whom Comfort is due.---
“To pronounce the Terrors.of Sinai, in feven fold Thunder,
againft the obftinate Sinner ; and revive the humble doubs-
ing Chriftian, by the Gofpel Cordial ; ‘thus to feparte between
‘the Precious, and the Vile, and commend themfelves to the Con-
Seiences of all in the Sight of God.----And need I fay any Thing
“to magnify the Difficulties attending this Part of 2 Minifter’s
Duty, . ' ' S
What a previous Courfe of hard Study does it require, to
-make the Man of God perfet, thro’ly furnifbed unto this goad
'Work, that he may be able, out of bis Treafure of ufeful Know-
ledge, to bring forth Things both new and old.--- And when he
has fought for Wifdom, as for Silver, and digged for ber, as for -
bidden Treafure, what Prudence, and Skill is requifite, rightly
to divide the Word of Truth, and commuicate with Clearnefs,
and Advantage to others, the Things he has treafured up in
his own Mind ?----What an Infight into human Nature, and
PDexterity of Addrefs,--to touch the fecret Movements of the
“Soul, aroufe the fleepy Conicience, and purfue the o/d Man,
‘in all his arzful Daubings, and thro' all the winding Mazes of
‘a deceitful- Heart.----To ftand in the Prefence of God, and
~deliver his Meflages to his People, with that Plainefs, and Per-
picuity, that Gravity and Solemnity, that. Zeal and Fervﬁyrﬁ
- ' whic
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which Matters of fuch infinite: Importaonce require,-2-to alarm
the Carele/s and Unconcerned,in fuch.a Manner, as'not to caft the
Mourners of Zion into Defpondency, and fo to comfort the
Weary,. and Heavy-laden, the difconfolate and. difireffed Soul, as
not to cherifh. the falfe Peace and Security. of Self-deceiving
Hypocrites. It were endlefs to enumerate all the Difficulties -
which attend thé faithful Miniftry of the Word, and Admini--
ftration of the Sacraments. S

Bur this is not all ; the greater Half of a Miinifter’s Labour, .
and the moft importans Part of his Office, confifts in Teaching
Jrem Houfe to Houfe, and feeding the Lambs of bis Flock.

In order that his publick Performances may. become uni-
verfally beneficial to his Hearers, it is neceflary he be particu-~
larly acquainted with every Perfon under his Care ; that he
ftudy their Tempers and Difpofitions, and know their princi-
pal Weakneflefs and Dangers. He fhould be acquainted with
the Government of Families; fee that the publick O«dinances,
and the Duties of the Family and Clofet, are confcientiou(ly
attended upon ;----take Care, that Children, who are the
Hope of the next Generation, be brought up in the Nurture,
andAdmonition of the Lord: He is to warn, exbort, and reprove,
in private and in fecret, as the Cafes of Families and Indivi-
duals require. Without fome fuch Courfe as this, it feems

‘morally impoflible for Minifters to calculate -their public
Difcourfes, for the beft Edification of their Flocks, or apply
divine Truths with Advantage, to their Confciences. And
who does not fee, what Patiepce, what Mecknefs, what diving
8kill, and more tban buman Prudence, is neceffary, in difcharg- -
ing this Part of the minifterial Funétion? -

3dly. DISCIPLINE is another very difficult Branch of
the facred Office. In the Exercife of this, is required all the
Fifdom of the Serpent, and all the Innocence of the Dove. Go-
vernment ig the moft difficult Art,and efpeciallywhen-exerci-

. fed upon fo-warsous end manifold a Crenture as Man, and that
too, without the Affiftance of a coercive Penalty. Cenfure
has a patural Tendency to raife angry Refentments in the

Subjects of it, and exafperate their Spirits ; and,. if not judi-
" cioufly and prudently laid on, may be attended hy the worf
. Qonfequenpes: . By tav much Lenity, and for want of proper

R T - D . durbarity,

. % e
»
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Autbority, the guilty Perfons may be ‘tempted to.de/pife: ‘the -
Ordinance, and repeat his Crime : Whereas by an Excefs of :
Rigour, and Severity, he is in Danger, either of being driven
into abfolute Defpasr, or elfe fo incurably irritated andinflamed, -
as to burft the Bands of Government, and becorne a defperate :
Out-Law.” Buta - -=..0» o0, oo 0 e

44k Parrt of the: minifterial Fun&iony and which; would
Time permit, deferves tobe particularly infifted on, is'ari”
Ability By found:Dosirine, to convince the Gainfayers.” -

H ap. Minifters.no mofe o ‘do, than lay -down: the plain -
Truths of Chriftianity-before their Hearers, as they occur in'",
the facred Scriptures, their Work would be delightful,: and
comparatively eafy :---But as there were ‘many vain. T alkers,”
and Deceivers, in the Days of the Apottles, Turning the Grace
of God into Wantonne[s, and denying the Lord that bought them,
fo in thefe Dregs of Zime, .their Numbers, inftead of being
diminifhed, are greatly increafed..--What Swarms of Errdrs,
~ and dangerous Herefies, at prefent infeft the ChriftianChurch?
‘How many under the Mafk of Chriftianity, preach up a mere
7¢fined Pagan Niorality, and draw a Veil of Obfcurity over the
peculiar and diftinguithing Glor, iESHOf the blefled Gofpel ;-
while others deny the Neceflity of ‘z’foiiiiqﬁgv-witﬁmt whick ne -
Man can fee the Lord; -and-open a Door for’ all Manner of
Licentiotifnefs; tnder'a Ptetence ¢“that Grace may abonnd:* -
And, alas ! how many in the moft /iteral Senfe, DENY THE
Lokp THAT BOUGHT “FHEM, and fay, not only -in ther
Hearts,"but: alfo in théir Mouths, THAT THERE 1s N0 Gop1”

- WAt o Compafs,therefore, of reading, - wharSolidity - of

Judgment, and Acutenefs of Parts, does it require; to “fearth -
out Truth] 'frothiall that Mift of Error,- with which, it
is beclouded, and:defend it againtt all the falacious Sophifms, -
fubtile Attacks, and artful Evafions, of the Adverfary? What
Diligence: dnd: Watchfulnefs -is: neceffary, ito  préférvé the
Ignorant and Unwary froe sfalling tnto: Errory - ibé Shight-
of Meny and’ thai cunmtisng: Craftinefs:tDbsreby ‘they lie'in Wait:
to deceive? Informucli; that “Gofpel Minifters have Need ‘to!
ufe that Precaution-of the Buildersj who wrought under Ne'
bemiab, vpon the Walls of Ferufilem s who, with, onéiof théir
Fonds, 'wiaughritn bbev Worbey” while:with ss otherstishey bl . -
« Weapon. S " Awp ]

»
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Anp, who is fufficient for thefe Things 2 The holy Men
of old, laboured under fuch an overwbe/ming Senfe of the
DicniTy, IMPORTANCE, and Dirricurty, of this Office,
that they fhrunk under the véry Apprehenfions of under-
taking it. Mofes engages to earry the divine Meflage to
Pharoab, with the greatet Relutiancy : .He multiplies Ob-
jections and Excufes, and would have fondly declin!d the
-arduous’ Employment.  Feremiab, -altho® fer apart from. the
Womb,- and appointed a Prophet to the Nations, yet com-
plains, < Ab! Lord, bebold I cannot fpeak for I am a Child.™

EZEKIEL, notwithftanding he was appointed by God,
-and - ftrengthened: for the Difcharge of his Office,. yet went
‘unwillingly 5 yea, -in #hé: Bitternefs .and Heat of bis Spirit's
-Words expreflive of a great Reluttance, from a Senfibility of
his own Unfitnefs, and the Greatnefs of the Werk upon which
he was fenti-----And the Apoftle Paul, notwithftanding his
-patural Magnanimity, and the large Degrees of Divine Aid,
-which he conftantly derived from the glorious Head of In-
fluences ¢ “yet,' declares to-the Carinthians, ;S that bhe was
%< qyith them in Weaknefs, and in Fear, and in much Trem-
“ bling.”--+--- Again, S :

Ir we confult the Writings of the Fathers for the three
~or four firft Centuries, we fhall frequently find thefe Holy
Men of God, exprefling the fame Faintings and Djfcourage-
ments, under an affecting Senfe -of ‘their great Unworthine/s
-to fuftain this facred and laborious Employment. Gregory
Nozianzene was ordain’d a Prefbyter by his Father, much
“againft his own Inclination, and was afterwards fo opprefs’d
with- a Senfe of the Importance and Difficulty of the Office,
“that he retir'd to the Wildernefs, in order to obtain a greater
Nearnefs to God, and greater Degrees of Purity, and there
-wrote his excellent Opologetic Oration, wherein he beauti-
fully defcribes the great Weight and Difficulty of the Mini-
fterial Funétion. : Cbrifofiom and Bafil- alfo, fuffered a Aboly
Violence, before they would undertake that .important Charge.
St." Ambrofe is faid to have fled thrice from Milan, to avoid
Ordination. - §2. Auftin was taken by Force, and-ordain’d by
“the Bithop Valerius, in the Church ot Hippos; altho’he pled
to be excufed, in:the moft importunate Manner, even r}vith
= cars
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Tears in his ‘Eyes. 'Hence we fee what awfel Apprehen-
fions, the greateftand beft of Men, have entertain’d concerning
this tremendous Chargg. ,
Tuus ¢my very reverend -and much bomeured Fathers)
I have laid down before you, in-as plain -and. unornamented
a Marifer - as-poffible, ‘what ‘I -conccive to be ‘the Senfe of
-the Text. ’ .
.Tre. Difcourfe lays a Foundation for a.great many im-
portant Inferences, but as it has been drawn out already to
fuch a tedious Length, . I muft corfine myfelf to a-very: few
briet Refle€ions-on what Has béen faid. (And, = ..
1%, Is-the Miniftry fo honourable an Employntent?:-aen
Hence we may learn, in the firft Place, : that Munifters have
need to watch againft being proud or inflated, under a
Senfe of the Dignity of their Office. The Apoftle -warns
Timothy againft promoting a Novice to the Miniftry, Z&#,
fays he; being lifted up with Pride, be fall ivto: the Condemnua~
tion of the Devil.-----And the Apoftle himfelf feems to' have
had a natural Propenfion to that Kind of Fanity, -to fup-~
prefs which, he tells us, that a Meffenger of Satan was fent
to buffet bim, left be fbowld be exalted above Meafure, 2 Cor.
Xii. 7.----Nothing lefs' becomes the Difciples, and more
efpecially the Minifters of ¢ meek and lowly Fefus, than to be
-proud, haughey, felf-wil’d, impatient of afront, and lord-
‘ing it over God’s Heritage ?
2dly, How watchful ought Gofpel' Minjfters: to be, that
they do not flgin and fully the Dignity of their Office, by
unworthy Lives, and Unfaithfulnefs in the Difcharge of their
Dauty. There is an eafy Tranfition fram Pezfons to Things;
“and it'is almoft impoffible that an:Office fhould continue
long in' Reputation, when its Officers are univerfally corrupt
-and degemerate. It’s too evident-to be denied, - that the Pre-
fitution of  the facred - Office to. Men of corrupt Principles
and debauch’d Morals, has done-more 'prejudice. to the' Re-
-ligion of Jefus, and the trué Digity of <the Church, -than all
the “Arbesfm and #ufidelity in Chriftendom ;. nay,: it has been
evidently the” mof fertile Sowmrce of that awful Deluge of
Deifm and Emmerality, which, at prefent, threatens to bear
-down alt Virtue andferious Piety befard.it.: And how juftly
o : ) T have
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have a great Part of the Chriftian Clergy, deferv’d to
"meet with that comiemptuous Treatment from the People,
which the Fewifb Priefts met with in the Times of general
Deteltion 2 Malacki ii. 8. 2e bave caufed many to flumble
‘at the Law 5 Ye kave ccrrupled the Covenant of Levi, faith
the Lord of Heftsy Therefore have I alfo made you contemp-
tible and bafe befere all the People, according as ye bave not
 kept my Ways, but have been Partial in the Law. On the
~other Hand, Minifters ought to ufe their utmoff Endea-
vours, by a meek and bumble Walk, by boly and edifying Con-
verfations, and by Diligence and Fidelity in the Dilcharge of
their Duty, to maintain the Dignity of their Calling, glerify
God, and magnify their Office. This, and this alone, can
ftop the Mouths of Gainfayers, and refcue the holy Func-
tion from that Infamyand Calumny, it labours under, by the
Scoffs and Reproaches of Infidels ; this too would have a
-wonderful Tendency to reform the Age, and redtify uni-
verfal and national Diforders. Even an abandoned Herod
Seared Joun, becaufe be knew be was a juft Man, and an
Holyy and he obferved bimy and when be bear’d bim, be did

many Things, and bedrd bim gladly. But,
3dly, Is the Office of the Miniftry fo honourable and
dignified an Employment?---This ferves as an Inftruttion to
People, #o receive their Minifters in the Lord, with all Gladnefs,
 ahd bold Juch in Reputation fo to account of them, as of the
Minifters of Chrift, and Stewards of the Mifteries of Gods to
Account the Feet of thofe beautiful, who preach the Gofpel of
Peace, and bring glad Tydings of good Things, and to efteem
them wery bighly for their Works Sake.-- How oppolite to this
is the Conduct of fome who attend publick Worthip, for no
other apparent Reafon, than to cenfure the Preacher; and
if they can find no particular Objetion againft his Doétrine
-or Manner, yet feem pleafed to befpatter him with. general
Refle€tions, and fully his Charaéter, by the carroding Breath
of Slander: Such are fi; far from attending upon Ordinances
with a fuitable Temper, or paying that Deference to the facred
Order, which their Office, undoubtedly claims, that they
make @ Merit of firiving with the Pricfts, and a Crime pretty
feverely ftigmatiz’d, Hofea iv, But I myft pafs on to ab R
4t Re-
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4th REFLECTION Is the Work of the Miniftry fo'im-
portant? Does the Honour of God ; the Intereft of Chrift, and
the Salvation of Souls; yea, of ]‘/Imzﬂers cwn Souls, fo much
depend upon the faithful Difcharge of it? How much there-
fore does it concern, the *Candidate for this hely Office, ta
labour after {uitable Qualifications for fuch mzportantWork
and always to retain fuch a due Senfe of its Importance, upon
their Spirits, as may engage them to a diligent Application
to the Throne of Grace, that God might make them able
Minifiers of the New Teftamemt, not of the latter only, but alfo
of the Spmt ; that he would make them polifbed Shafts-in bis
Quiver, Sons of Thunder! to fecure Smners, and Som af Confo-
- lation to the wounded in Spirit. : IR

Acamx, what has been faid under this Head may infer
the Obligation, which thofe, who are initiated into the facred
Office, lie’under, to toke beed to the Miniftry, whickh they bave
veceived in the Lord, that they fulfill it 5 that they give Atten-
dance to Recding, to Exhertation, to Dectri ine; [eir up the Gift
thet is in them s meditate upon divine 7 hings, and give themfelves
wholly to them, that their prefiting may appear unito all y and that
they may be made happily inftrumental, both ix fn" ving them-
Sfelves, and thofe that bear them y--- well. conﬁdenng the awful

“Cendemnation, which awaits fuch as corrupt the IVard of God
~or bandle it deceitfully.

BuT I haften to another Remark,---and that is, If thc
Work of the Miniftry is fo difficult,--- an Enterance upon fo
arducus, 1o laborious a Tafk, ought certainly to be- the Refult
of mature Confideration, and fervent Prayer.--- Candidates for

“the Gofpel Miniftry, ought to fee well to it, that their Aims
and Metives, be fincere and upright.--- That the Glory of God,
and Salvation of Seuls, be their leading Views in this folemn

Undertaking.-- That the Love of God, of Chriff, and of
immortal Souls, reign fupremely in their Hearts, and actuate
and influence all their Defigns in a Work /o important
this alone can give them: Support and Stabilisy under all

“the (otherwife infurmountable) Djfficulties that attend it;--can
brmg them to fincere Refolutions, to /pend, and be jjoent in
promoting fo gloricus a Caule, as the Redeemer’s Intereft
among Men y---to take up their Crofs, and follow the bleffed

. Felus,
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Fefus, sbrough good and bad Report y Exercife a bumble depen- .
dapice upon him, for Strength, Support, and Direftion, in every
Time ofp need 3-- - and look to him for a Blefling upon all their

dertakings. Again, thisConfideration ought to prevail with
People to fhare the Burthen of Government, and Difcipline
with their Minifters, and thereby render their Lives and Admi-
niftrations as comfortable and eafy ‘as poffible.-- Government
is an invidious as well as difficult Tafk, and when the angry
Reflections of unreafonable Perfons terminate on the Miniiter
alone, they have a manifeft Tendency to riffle and difcompofe
his Spirits, and ot Confequence, to weaken his Hands, and
ooftruét his Ufefulnefs.--- Hence appears the great Expe-
_diency of a Council of raling Elders, to afiilt the Minifter in
confulding the Affairs of the Church, and to bear a part with
him in penal Decifions. '

Frowm the difficult Nature of the Gofpel Miniftry, People
thould be further admonifhegl to put the moft candid Con-
ftruction on all their Minifter’s Deportment, knowing with
what a Multiplicity of Concerns they are embarrafs’d ;---and
to caft a Veil of Charity, over their natural Frailties and In-
firmities, confidering that they are Men of like Peffiviis, and
expos’d to the fame Temptations with themfelves, and that
they have the Gofpel Treafure in Earthen VefJels, that the Ex-
* cellency of the Power, may appear to be of God, and not of Man.
Chriftian Charity, plainly points out fuch a Conduct as this,
and inconfiderate Men little think, what Damage they do+to

- Religion, by tearing to Pieces the Charatters of Gofpel Mini-

fters, and as much as in them lies, deftroying their Ulefulnefs,
" upon the flendereft Surmife, or moft groundlefs Prejudice.---
Thisis to act like Solomon’s Madman, who cfteth Firebrands,
Arrows and Death, and faith, am I not in Sport? But it is
undoubtedly, the Spert of Fools to do Mifckief.

To conclude, is the Work of the Miniftry, fo important,
laborious, and difficult.--- Tt is evidently, both the Duty and
Intereft of People, to keep their Minifters as much difen-
gaged from the fecular Affairs of Life, as poflible, by ren-
dering their Temperalities a fufficient Support, that they may
give themjelves wholly to Prayer, and to the Miniftry of the Word ,
and may not, by fecular Incumbrances, be deverted iromcthe

: are
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Care of immortal Souls,” which is the grind ‘Defign of their-
Office.. In the Profecution of this' great End, thé People
fhould give them all poffible Encouragemment,” by a diligent.
and' ferious Attendance on their Miniftry’; hearkéning to their
Councils ; fympathizing with them under their Di calties ;-
and efpecially, by fupplicating the Throrie of Graceon their
Behalf, "that they. may obtain_Fatiour of the Lord td.be faithful.
and fuccéfifuly that they may open their Mouths boldly; to make:
known the Myferies of the Gofpel; and that all their Miniftera--
tions may be blefs’d with divine Succefs.--- This is the repeated’
. Requeft of the infpir'd Apofle.  Finally, Bretlirm,;pmy for us,
that the Word of the Lord may bave free Courfe, and be glorified,

TuaT Minifters therefore, and Peoplé, may fo att in their’
various Relations, as to refle¢t an Honour on the Religion.
of Jefus, and become Fellow-heirs of the fame Inheritance,’

with the Saints in Light,“May-God, of his infinite Mercy,,

grant, through Jefus Chrift, our only Lord." dmen.

. TheEnd v
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