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o the READER.

EN CE inguiries about what is TRUTH, in matters of
S religion, are become more common than in fome paft times
the author of the follawing difcourfe bas been induced to attempt
@ delincation of truth itfelf, as that which glone. contains a [afe
enfwer to all fuck inquiries. But as every perfon in the world
bas an interclt of infinite importance in.the anfwer 1o the queftion, .
what is truth ? [0 it became ne,cef[ary, in a difcourfe of this
kind, 1o confult the circumfances of the lower rank, as much the
wmok numerous part of mankind; apd yet tach, equally with
others, interefied in the contents. Accordingly, as the utmoft
Dlainnefs, and the utmoft brevity; wereneceffary, to accommodate
2o the apprebenfions of the unlearned, and to the outward abi-
Lities of many who are not able to buy a large book ; fo, on every
branch. of this extenfive [ubjeit, the author, knowing of no trea-
tife on it but the bible, bas only endeavoured to, exhibit the
Jhocse, and moft friking feriptural light.  If bis defign of bre-
wity, in favour of fuch as may incline to purchafe. a book, has
prevented bis illufirating - fome- paflages, fo much as, perbaps,
would be agreeable ta fome; be only defires [uch readers to give a
kittle more careful attemtion to the genuine import of what is
written 5 and that every ome would fufpend. bis cenfure, till be is
Jure of the [entiment 5 for though the [entiments, if they are
contained in truth, need no. favour, nor fear a cenfure; yet, if
not, though they may find favoyr, na cenfure can. ke unjuft.
Truth, in. the fenfe of the bible, bas-an. almighty patron ; if the
Sollowing meditations are, as they are pretended- to be, illufra-
tious of that truth, and fo may be ufed to ferve its purpafe ; the
wiew of their publication is abyndantly anfwered.

PrainriELD, in CONNECTICUT,
September 1, 1765,
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ANswWER to PILATE’s QUESTION,

- Wuar 1s TruTH?

Joun xviii, 38,

H E Jews had two matters of capital inditment, againft Jesvs

of Nazareth, viz. that he held himfelf equal with Gop ; and that

he ftiled himfe f a king. The former they faid was blafphemy,

and fo a breach of their law, to be punithed with death. The

latter, they were now fond to hold for treafon againit Czfar.

‘They knew Cez/ar cared not for infults on their law, and they cared as little
for infults on his, only when it ferved their caprice to take notice of them.
So, their civil polity being yet entire, they arraign, try, and adjudge to death,
its divine author, on the firlt inditment ; but, perhaps, from confcioufnefs
of envy, as the fole reafon of the procefs, they felt too weak for execution ;
fo determined to drop that fuit, and arraign him on the other inditment,
before Pilate, the Roman governor ; not doubting but he would be zealous
to avenge the treafon capitally in favour of his mafter. And, though they
could not alledge overt afts in evidence, they prefumed that his verbal pre-
tenfions, with the -unanimity and weight of their clamoars, if they did not
fully fupport the charge, would oblige Pilare to judge, and proceed to exe-
cution ; either to quiet the tumults of his government, or to prevent their
accufing him to Cz/ar, on a point fo likely to embroil his character, and
endanger his commuffion: For where there is defign, which can’t be ferved
by truth, recourfe muit always be had to intrigue and ftratagem. However,
hoping to attain their defire, in the death of him, who was the occafional
fource’ of torture to their confcience, and fave themfelves the pain of being
felf-condemned executioners, they commence their fuit before Pilare ; who,
on finding it manifeft, that for envy only they had delivered him, declined im-
bruaing his hands in innocent blood ; declined alfo the difmiffion of the prifo-
ner, becaufe of the heat and weight of the national tumult ; fo delivered him
back again, to be judged by his accafers ; who replied, (311t verfe) that they
had no itatute. concerning treafon againft an earthly fovereign, on which to
round the procefs. This began to open the accomplithment of what Fe/us
ﬁad faid, fignifying to his difciples before hand, that the death he fhould
fuffer, was very different from any originally in ufé among the Jews, 32 wer/z;
hat the Jews thould condemn him to death; but that he fhould be delivered
up to the Geatiles, to be executed in the heathen manner, on a crofs, (Mar. xx.
17—19) that he might fully fuftain the charaler, and endure the punifhment
proper to the bafeft of men; for there was no other death fo notorioufly curfed,
_as that, of hanging on & tree chiefly in ufe among the heathen. And as the
bulk of thofe whofe character and punithment he bore, were heathen, or
Gentiles;
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Gentiles ; fo mercy defigned the manner ; and the place of his death belygs
without Ferujalem, fhould be full of promife to thefe of all nations. .Pilaze.
then reaflumed the affair; having firft afked his divine prifoner, if he really
was ¢ the king of the Fews”? In anfwer to which our Saviour intimates,
that if he afked it for the private fatisfattion of his confcience, it thould be
anfwered accordingly ; bur, if with reference to the. depending procefs, -he
fhould treat it differently, 34 werfe. Pilate, afitonted at- the low-lived hint
about his confcience, as a {pecimen of the hated religion profeffed among the
Fews, anfiwers in fcorn, ¢ am 12 Few,” thatl thould have teazy trials with.
my confcience ? 35 werfe.  Qur Saviour then, plainly emough, lets him know,
he was a king ; but of fuch fort,"and in fuch conneftion, as never need to
alarm his tears in regard to C#/zr ; for, as if he had faid, ¢« Cz/ar’s is a
¢ this-worid's kingdom ; mine is intirely of another nature; fo no way.
infringes on Car/ar’s claims ; this is evident to obfervation; for thefe my
difciples are the fubjects of my kingdom, and you fee they have no wea-
pons of biood ; they take no mcafares, privately or publickly, to avenr~
this ufage of their prince, 36 wer/e. No, Pi/are! my kingdom, is intirely
a kingdom of truth; and fo intirely of a difterent nature from that, for
whofe rights you may be jealous. The true ftate of the cafe is this ;
truth, which is characteriftic of me, and of the kingdom I hold, has been,
banifhed in its power and dominion, from men; fome difquieting hints,
about it only, remain in the confcience ; but under all difadvantage, to.
reafume its influence and dominion: Now I was born, and came into.
the world on this only defign, not to interrupt earthly ers in their.
proper {pheres, but to exemplify the nature, and affert the rights of bas
nifhed truth ; and in fpite of the oppofition of worlds, to reinflall it, in
its own native dominion and authority, in the hearts of my fubjefts: And:
this, inftead of injurjng, fhall infinitely ferve the true. interefts of men, and,
never interrupt them in thejr worldly rights. :
¢« As this is the nature and defign of my kingthip, fo all, who act on my.
principle, and are influenced by my views, i. e. are of the trurh, regard my.
inftru&icns, and obey my laws, without the leaft injury to earthly foves
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them, much cvery away. So. that, not the lealt reafon of your. jealoufy,

can be fixed on me, in fa&, os.defign.”
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mere enthufiafm of its author, can ftand to hear no more ; but turns off in &
pett, with only, tauntin’g]y, faying, ¢ What is truth?” By all this, Prlare
can’t be fuppofed to fuggeft a denial of truth, in every fenfe ; but to hear
talk of truth, under the notion of a kingdom, or, principle of human domi-.
nion, is abfurd to him. But why is his temper. roiled at naming it? only
bhecaufe ’tis a natural office of confcience, to feel and teftify of fuch uneafy.
conneion with it; it naturally makes men who hear of it, more difturbed
and unquiet, than they are at other things, which they view as equally foolith,
orimpoffible. Which fuggefts to us, )

1. TuaT there is an uneafy confcioufnefs about truth, natu:al; to. man~_
kind. The very fuft inftance of this kind, is hinted, Gen. iii. 7, in thefe.

words, ¢ and the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew—w ¢. &,
‘that moment they became confcious, of what was #rae, viz. ¢ that they-were.
naked :” That their garment of righteoufnefs, in which they were happy
‘before, and by mean of which, to behold divine glories was blifsful, is toa'ly
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reignties, or any fecular interefts, 37 wer/e. Nay, to the advantage of-

PiLATE, tcazed with the perfe nonfenfe of the fchéme,‘ and with the..
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gone.” Now, therefore, as confcious of deép and univerfal contrariety to ree-
titade, which they view as the only obje& of their dread ; the dreary fhade of
a lonely thicket, becomes confonant to their feeling, rather than the open
grounds of the garden ; only becaufe of what their confcience knows is al-
ready ¢rae, and of what may furthier in 2 dreadfal manner prove to be #rue, on
their being difcovered. The language of this uneafy confcioufnefs about
srath, then was, and exally the éme ftill is, conceal as much as poffible,
what is already trué, and bx ewery device, avoid what farther may prove fo.
Our firft parents alted out the di@ates of this unea{y principle; and every
individual of their natural defcendants, ever have, and #ill do, on all like occa-

fions of cenfcioufnefs about what is true, or may further prove o, by mean .

of divine light, which occafions are almoft continually occurring, copy ovar,
from the fame principle, that original condu&t of their firft parents. Only
this is at the bortom of all, lying, excufing, evading, done to conceal, or ex-
tenuate what is known to be true, or to avoid what is feared of the fame
kind. Only this, keeps multitudes from coming to the -light, and produces
the realons dailv alledged ‘in excufe for it. The whole bible has this flate
of all men, full in its eye; 4nd gonftant obfervation fupports the charge.
Efpecially whern, to .eafe’ this. inward unquietnefs, we fee perfons trying with
good will, to difprove or weaken the fenfe of their moral conne&ion with
thofe two perfons who firft ated it out. : C "

2. THAT truth, _about which there is fuch an uneafy confcioufnefs
among men, has no kindly entertainment with them; nor are they ever, from
mere choice, in heart or life, fubje to its genuine influence. Nay, that
habit of contrariety to it, which moved the firlt perfons of mankind, to hide
from Ganp, is-fuch, that to avoeid or oppofe it, as condemning them, they
naturally become worfe for hearing of it. To this habit, Jesus CarisT
efers directly, Fobn xv. 22—-25, and fays, ¢ if I had not come, and fpoken

0 them, they had not had fin.” For he {poke and exemplified truth to per> .

fettion, and indeed did nothing elfe +—and. the very eflence of fin, is aver-
fion,.or contrariety to truth. Such averfion they had, and maintained, while
the fon of Gop made truth fo manifeft, that they had no cloke at all for
averfion to it ; yet averfe they will be; which the judge of all things affirms
to be from mere -hatred of what he faid and did: For fays he, 4¢ if I had
not done among tiiem, the works which no other man did, they had not had
fin; bat now have they both feen and hated, both me and my father.”
And all this, he fays, they did, in front of what their own bible had forewarned
them was, and would be the nature of men againft-truth, wiz. that they
would hate it without a caufe : So this is the habit fill of every perfon born
intothe world ; but is moft remarkably verified in thofe, who by the gofpel,
have moft advantage to gain fome light to their confcience about srurh. Al
men readily ‘entertain, and yield to the -influence of all that they get any
notion @f,” as agreeable to them ; yet it was an old complaint, and is of
divine authority #ill, *-no man receiveth his teftimony.” See Yobn i. 11,
and iii. 13, 32. A% xxii. 18,

3. ’Tis evident then, that the proper habit and bias of every perfon in
the world, is the reverfe of truth. Men are fuch as [faiab fliles, ¢ chil-
dren of tranfgreffion, a feed of falthood”. To this charaiter the infpired

{almift bears witnefs, when he fays, * the Loxp looked down from heaven,
apon the children of men, to fee “if there were any that did underftand and
feek Gobo” ; and the refult of that divine inquifition, was, * no, not one”,
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Upon which the apoftle relies, Rom. iii, for evidence, that all men im the
world are concluded under fin, and fo all guilty before Gob.

4. THAT thedefizn of ChrisT’s coming into the world, was, to break
this empire of falthood, and to eftablifh a kingdom of truth among men.
‘The devil acquired the chara&ter of a liar, by not ftanding in the truth, but
falling from it, and fo became a proper inftrument to infpire human natwe
with the ealy principle 5/ Salfiocd 5 difpofing a creature to queftion, debatey
invalidate, and fet afidc what Gop {peaks, which mutt be true ; and when
*tis evident that Goo fpeaks, what he fpeaks is equally evident truth. This
is the only principle in the world, which obftruéts the word of Gob ; is the
only feed of unbelief, and root of all difobedience. The firt-born of this
principle, is fclf rightcoufnefs ; for exactly as much as is taken from the
authority of Goo, is always put to our own importance : And fo fin is com-

lete. The efte¢t thence arifing, always wears the motto of the father of
ies, Gen. iii, importing, ¢ has Gop indeed faid fo ?’ ¢ Can it be, that he
means fo?” And after confulting private views, the concluflon as certainly
turns out to be equivalent to this, ¢ ye fhall not furely die”, as the inquiry -
arofe from felf-love, or was ftimulated by the uneafy confcioufnefs abous
truth. This principle, which is notorioufly in all man, and by which the
relation of every perfon in the world to its infpirer, is determined, gave
occafion to the chriftian advent, and is dire&tly pointed at, 1 Fobn in. 8.
¢« For this purpofe was the fon of Gop manifefted, that he might deftroy the
works of the devil.” And, of courfe, they all who are governed by this
principle, and efpecially they who are induced by it flatly to deny revelation,
or againit light to corrupt it, muft perifh.

*T1s evident then, that the views of CHrisT, centre in two general
objedts, feil, ! '

1. To dete& and lay open to view, this univerfal dominion of the prin<
ciple of falthood, as giving fpring to fentiment and condu&, and fogiving
charatter to the whole world ; that fo it mayv be cortainly known, fooner or
later, to individuals, without exception, that Gop only is. true, and ewvery
man a liar 3 and fo, ¢ the glory of the Lorp, fhall be revealed.” S

‘2. To fhew forth, and difinguith the nature of truth, as it is the dire&
geverfe, in every point of view, to the principle of all men ; :and by making
deep inroads on. the empire of the univerfal principle, to eftablith a king«
dom pever to be moved, whofe nature, fpirit, charatter, and fruits, in pers
fet coufiftence with his own, fhall be truth itfelf. So getting a people to
his praife, a peculiar people, by delivering captives. Of this Dawiel bare

~ witnefs, when he faid, ¢ in the days of thefe kings, fhall the Gob of heaven
fet up a kingdom, which fhall never be deitroyed ;—it fhall break in pieces,
and confume all thefe kingdoms, and it fhall ftand forever.” . .

QuestioN. But why is trarh reprefented by a kingdom .?

Answer. 1. Falthoed can’t be an original principle; its notion is rela~
tive, and imports the reverfe of pre-exifting truth. But creatures, which
are the proper, yea, the only fubjefts of government, were.in being, and
fo a&vally fubjet to' government before ever truth was- perverted.. The
government. then, which all forts of creatures, were originally made fubjects
of, and for which fubjetion they were all ‘calculated, was a government, or
kingdom of truth. Truth, therefore, is:the original principle of all domi~
nion ; and all proper or confiftent dominion, derives from it, as its fountain, |
equally inexhauitible as the Deity. Falfhood, .naturally, is the perverfion of
o? this principle of dominion ; or, as to its influence, confifts in dominion,

deriving,
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ﬁériving from a principle which has me fruth init; confequently mo #ruzh;
kan be In any fubjet, part, branch, of effe, of its extenfive empire. In
this ftate of fubjection to perverted government, creatures were viewed, wheri
the fon of Gop was deﬁgncd to become their governor, The government,
then, to which he was defigned, as far as éver it takes place in this world;
nuft confift in reverfing the ftate of things in the perverted government.
And this ‘could only be done by making truth known again, and by it re-
ducing fubje@s to its allegiance ; which; as it is the defign and effe&, of the
proper operations of CHrisT, determines his whole fyftem to be, in the
ttriCteft propriety, a kingdom of truth. And, as this, in its general nature;
is the ftate of things; for fubjection to which, men were originally made ; {g
no one of them can be happy, ’till reduced to it, nor then, can fail to be
fo. For this realon, the relative charaltets, redeemer, and refforer of paths to
dwell in, are proper to him, whofe is the &ingdom of truth. , ,
Axswir. 2. Only trath, which is ever confiftent with itfelf, can beget;
or govern moral ftheé‘ts into confiftency with the authot, nature, and defignsa
of moril goverfiment. But thefe, being the unfailing virtues of trith, de-
termine its influence, to be, with perfe& propriety, defcribéd by & Aingdomk
¥ truth.” Thereforé, as abfolutely difcriminating its natare and virtuesy
Crrist himfelf fays, & tlhie trarh (hall make you free.” N
WHaT then, fhall we underftand, is zrazh ? . e o
AnswEir. Truth, is natural felf-confiftency :--:Or, it is that, which, from
jts own nature, in all cafes, times, and views, is confiftent with itfelf. °
Now if that which is true, in the moral fenfe, is always confiffent; an
that which is confiftent, in the fame fenfe, is always true, which is obvious }
*tis ealy to fee; that their refpetive abftrals, wiz. truth and confiftency, are
of equal import. Ifit be faid, that two villains, 4&ing in concert, are con=
fiftent one with the other, in their views and courfes ; it may alfo be faid, in,
the fime fenfe, they are true to each othér. But I alk, are they, or is either
of them confiftent ? or are they not each, moft inconfitent, even with hime
felf, with what he knows to be right, or, with the natural diGates of his con~
Kcience ? is hé not inconfiftent in his way, with his own happinefs, and with
every view of his diity and real intereft, publick and private, temporal and
eternal ? But then, furely, neither they both, in their way, or either of them,
in this connefion, can {e faid to be either true or confiftent, in a moral
fenfe. But it may be faid, "tis #re, that the old prophet lied fo the man of
Gopb, 1 Kings xiti. Was it therefore confiftent ?  In anfwer, 1 afk, was the
lye wue? No! Is the bible, then, only true, in faying that he lied—— 3
doubtlefs ; but then the hible is alfo, in the fame thing, very confiftent.
That which is #ue, is right and good ; why ? The anfwer is, becaufe it
agrees every way, with that by which ahy thihg can be determined to be
tightand good. But this is exally the idea of confiffens. The truenefs of
al] things, not dire@ly, & /fine mediis, produced by divine agency; is owing
to the Interventior of means, or fecond caufes ; but fo is not tI;e abftra&,
truth itfelf. 'Therefore, if truth itfelf is confiftency, it muft be natural con-
fiftency; or futh cohfiftency 4s is neceffary in cafe of an original. ’Tis as
eafy to fee, that if trath is natural confiftency, or coniiftency in original,
it muft alfo be natural felf-confiftency ; for “this pluin reafon, wiz. becaufe
there can be nothing to alter that which is abfolutely an original. Now
truth, or falfehood, muit claim title to the charaéter of fuch original, Falfhood
¢annot, as'is obvious from ifs evident nature, as has been obferved ; it be<
: o B coming
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eoming what it is, by its contrariety to fomething elfe, vz truth ; which
determines the pre-exifience of trath. Truth, therefore, muft be the only
atialute original 5 and fo, not only confiftency itflf, but the only natural
fuif-confiltency. Al which may be thus briefly reprefented :

1. Ir it 1s impcfiible that any thing fhould be inconfitent in its firft
original: Then every thing in its firft original, muft be confiitent, or true, in-
refpeét to itfelf and its conznedlion ; which canonly be with futurity. But ’tis
manifely impefible, that any’thing fhould be inconfiflent in its firft original ¢
‘Theicfore, cvery thing in its firlt original, muft be confiftent, or true, in the
fenfc above deicribed.

2. Ifany thing, truein the zbove fenfe, can be confidered as a firft original §
that original muft alfo be feen to be felf-confiftent.  But fuch a'true thing;

may be confidered as a firlt criginal 5 for indeed nothing elfe can be fo con- -

fidered : Therefore, that fime thing, muft be feen at the fame time, to be
feif-confiftent, For there can be nothing to marr, or mend, a firft original.

3. SucH original, or natural felf-coufiitency, muft be rruth itfelf. ~ For,

1. Ir not, there could be #0 fruth, in the origination of any thing. And
of confequence,

2. THERE can be m truthat all now, in any thing or being whatfoever,
Nawm tontrarium & contrario ex furgere min potcff.  Truth, then, is natural
felf-confiflency.

Lzt us now enquire what inftru&tion the point thus proved affords us.

1. Doks it not evidently follow, that rruth can be found only in Gop. For
Gob only is abfolute original to all things. ¢ Thou hait created all things!’
Rew. iv. 11, Again, be only is perfely confiftent in every point of view.
¢ Thou art good, and doeit good,” and tho’ *¢ there is none good but oney
that is Gop ;" ’tis as true, that ¢ there is no unrighteoufnefs” in him. Of
confequence, He only is naturally felf-confiftent; or fcIf-confiftency, and fo
truth in the abfira. Therefore Mecfes fays, ¢ He is a rock, his work is

erfet ; all his ways are judginent ;” and as defcribing his effence, fays, < A4
GOD of truth, and without iniquity, juft and right is he.” The Pfalmift
confefles him, in the fame point of light, ¢ Into thy hand I commit m
fpirit—O Lord Gop of Truth.” Therefore his word, which is the expref-

on of himfelf, is truth in the abftra&, ¢ Thy word is truth.” 1.Jobn xvii.
17. Andthe fon of Gob could fay, ¢ Iam the Truth.” and yet he was the
exprefs image of his father. Butif Gop only, is the being of truth, then
truth is not in man, but every man is aliar; and as a fubje&t of government,
is nothing elfe. Which thews the pride, felf-ignorance, and atheifm, of all
men, as heartily difowning this, their true charaéter, and habitually arrogating
that of Gop; It fhews alfo, that only they are of the truth, who own their

roper Jpot, which is that of liars; for only by knowledge of Gop can we
Enow ourfelves. ¢ In thy light we fee light.” Whereas they who walk in
darknefs,~lye, and donot the truth at all. 1 Fobni. 6. .

2. AnD as a confequence from what is above inferred; where felf-confi-
fency, or truth, as in its own original, is found, there muft of neceflity be
every divine perfetion. For if itis srue, that wifdom, power, juflice, love,
&c. attually are atall; then thefe true things muft be coutained in truth
ftfelf. Here it may be faid, ’tis alfo true, that there are many falthoods, and
by the fame way of reafoning, thefe alfo muft be contained in truth. To
this any one may anfwer and fay, tho’ ’tis blafphemous to fuppofe falthoods
in Gob; yet ’tis eafily reducible to the fame high crime, to fupp;aiicﬂl ani
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falhood does net, equally to its evident degree of falfenefs, ‘as evidently
pre-fuppofe, and fo in' firifeft fenfe neceffurily imply the pre-exiftence of
truth, as chara@eriftick of Gon. Forthere cdn be no idea of falthood, but
in referrence to truth ; its felf, confifting totally. in the want of, or contrariety
to truth in that cafe. So that falfhood, in the fenfe of morality, in every
café and degree, yields, . by impliation, equal evidence of the pra-exiftence
of thofe particular truths denied by it, and to which, fuch denial gives both
nature and name. But the reality or truenefs of things, good in themfeivea, i
muft belong to natural truth, as evidently as their atual exifterice. For,
from what fhould the zarural virtues of truth derive, fuch as wifdom,
power, righteoufnefs, &c. but from truth itfelf? Nay, if ’tis true, that all
fuch afcriptions, as the works of nature,-or the words of the bible, 'give to
Gob, are really and truly exifting; - then ’tis as evident, they are {fo many
real truths ; and as evident, they are derivatives from, and fo certain evidence
of nataral or original truth. Indeed, if Gon'is felf-confiftent, and thc,on}x
natural fubje@® of that charafter, and the only notion of natural feif-confi-
ftency, and fo of truth, neceflarily implies all forts and degrees of nataral and
moral excellency; then all thefe belong to the nature of trush itfelf, and muft
be where that is. RN

3. By what has been faid, we fee clearly what is the appropriate charafter of
Gob, viz. Truth itfelf in its own perfet original ; and that he, exclafively
€laims every natural virtue and property of truth, with the execution of allits
rights. And accordingly condués, withoat exception of the leaft initance,
holding’ Aimfelf, for his only rule, in creating, governing, and difpofing of
every thing; from the higheft feraph to the loweft emmit ; Eom the (hining fup
to the minuteft duft. Of confequence, neceflurily holding it for an inftance,
for the greateft pofiible injury, wrong and moral evil, to pay. the leaft regard
In thought, word, or deed, to the inclination, convenience, or. defire, of
any, or of all the creatures, as fuch ; or as a motive, out of himfelf; as to
do fo, would be adenial, of pure, perfe&, and everlaﬁing truth, in that cafe,
and fo an inftance of the very highett kind of lying., So we fee Le has
made all the creatures, without paying th¢ leaft regard to their defire, or
notion of convenience. Juft fo he rules them in the kingdom of providence;
and it can’t but be fo, for thereafon of his nature, above alledged. For this
yeafon, we fee {overeignty, and uncontroulablenefs, exemplified, in exally -

. every thing which occurs, The fame Gop, acting on the fame principle,
and for the fame reafon, has plann’d redemption, and conftantly executes all
its defigns. So we fea the bible, every where fpeaking with the fame air of
felf-refglvednefs, as we fee was exemplified in nature, and takes place.in
providence. every day. In the light of thefe remarks, we fee plain enough
what falthood is, viz, The want of complacent correfpondence, in heart and
life, with fuch a Gop, and fuch a government. We fee alfo, by the evident
want of fuch complacence, what every perfon in the world is, viz. liar, We
fee alfo what pride is, viz. that fpring of thought, feeling, or life, which,
.in the heart, takes the place of fuch complacence ; and proves to be the fource
‘of felf-efteem and felf-feeking, and equally of Gon-defpifing; and fo of
All wickednefs and difobedience, atheifm and damnation. Laftly, we fee
exaltly what Teligion is, as it is that very complacent correfpondence above-
imentjoned ; together with a natural reafon for all its happinefs, and its
duration, And that to beget this complacence, is the grand immediate obj=@,
-of redemption, and the bible ; and that, fioin'the nature of the cafe, it ca:llt
: take



take place, but by means of fuch faith, as, to the mind, can't but be the
fubftance of its obje, and fo the evidence of things concerning him. And
fo, that he who has it fhall be faved without failure, and he who has it not, as
peceflarily damned. 1

4. The nature of this fubje&, feems to furnith fome eafy light about three

perfonsin the Godhead. For,
* 1. TRUTH may be confidered abfolutely, as it is initfelf; or, as being jult
what it is; and fo it prefents to our view, the firft perfon of the facred three,
as poflefling himfelf, in all his perfeGtions. And as being what he is; according
to his revealed charater, Jehovah.

2. TRUTH muft alfo be confidered relatively, as naturally difpofed to
exprefs itfelf; to come out, fo as to be feen, and known, and underftood,
and enjoyed. Something like this is very common ; a piece of news, viewed
to be true, as it were, prefies the mind to communicate it. So when we fee
a point labouring in a difpute, for want-of a plain hint, which we know we
can give of our own knowledge, and which would dire&ly determine the
point in debate, tho’, in the cafe, we are among ftrangers, and have no fort
of intereft in the controverfy.—Yet, what we know to be true in the cafe,

,Pprefles impetuoufly, to be fpoken out. So with a chriftian, not naturally
I:)quacious, in fome views of divine truth, how his mouth is opened, and it
comes out, as from a fountain. The cafe is, truth, & natura ipfu, from igs
«wery natyre, or becaufe it is what it is, loves the light, wants to come out ;
the difpofition arifing out of its very mature, is to exprefs irfelf. But then,
.this dig)oﬁtion is in original truth; is in Gop, equal to his nature. But if
Gopb, ahfwerable to this, his natural difpofition, expreffes, or fpeaks himfelf
out, what muft be the manifeftation itfelf,—or the thing exprefled ? In anfwer,
I afk, what was * GOD manifeff in the flefh i Or who was, ¢ the exprefs
image of the father ?” Or, to the fame purpofe, What was that avord, whicl
was with Gop, and which was GOD #~ As plain, as the anfwer to thefe
gnﬂguiries, is, fo plain is this propofition, viz. That TRUTH, which is the
firft charater of the divine nature, confidcred, as fully expreffed and froced
putto men, juft exatly as jt is in its own felf, prefents to us the fecond perfon
in the facred three. '

A blundering thinker, might fay, ¢ this confounds, inftead of eftablifhin
the diftin@ion: For it makes the fuppofed firft perfon, fo exprefs bimfclf,
to make a fecond, as to leave nothing in the place of the firt.” Ianfwer;
no more, than yonr exprefling a truth to me, fo as equally to poflefs me of

it, leaves you deftitute ‘of it, which is never the cafe. . '

" 3. TRUTH, hasa peculiar influence rifing out of its nature, and which is
as con-natural to it, as the aforementioned manifeftative difpofition. ’Tis
@hways torturing to the guilty, always firengthens fuch, as in relation to it,
may be confidered as inpocent, with almightinefs. Col i. 11. It always,
‘Yike the wind, makes fomething ftir, as foon as it appears. And this prefents
‘tous the third perfon in the facred three; for it is that fpirit, which is in truth.
Tis the holy ghoft, which proceeds frem truth ; 7. . from the father and the
.fon. Fobn xv. 26. And fo our way is paved on this head, to draw feveral
conclufions. . As, ,

" 1. WaaT has been faid of the two firft facred perfonalities, fets in an eafy

Jight feveral paflages of fcripture, perhaps not otherwife firictly intelligible,

yiz. < Jamthe truth” emphatically fpoken by the fecond perfon, and applied
- g0 himfelf; while ’tis evident, this charadter is equally trug of the firff, And
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if the fecond perfon is the exprefs manifeftation, proceeding from the nature
of truth, as chara&eriftic of Gop, there is the ampleft ground for the above
application. Again, Jesus CurasT fays, ¢ I and my father areone.” And
if they are, alike #ruth itfelf, as above apprehended, it mu/f be fo. He fays
alfo, ¢ I am in the father, and the father inme.” Which in the view of the
above meditations, can’t but be fo: This alfo gives eafy light to his word,
wherein he fays, <« He that hath feen me, hathi feen the father.” In the fame
. view, nao wongder remains, that Jesys CrrisT claimed every charafter,
proper to original truth, or pure divinity. .

2. As fuch manifefation, which has been fuppofed to prefent to us the
fecond facred perfon, derives from the very nature of truth, and fo muft there-
fore be coeval withit, we fee plain enaugh, that fatherbood in that cafe, can’t
imply any pre-exifterce atall. , '

3. As Trath itfelf, sogether with this, its own nataral manifeftative difpo-
fition, are equally and neceffarily eternal; fo, in this difpofition, we fee

lainly enough the eternal procedure of the fon, from the father, commonly
galled his eternal generation. ' ,

ALso, 4. From what has been faid, of the influence of truth, as pre-
fenting to us that holy ghoft, who is the fpirit of all divine truth, and fo of
coarfe, the third perfon in the facred three; we conclude, that the word of
Gob, as a literal defcription of all divine truth, and that holy fpirit, are in
the moft abfolute fenfe, infeparable; that the word ie never prodative of any
divine effed, but by that fpirit ; nor that {pirit, but by that word.

5. From fuch a view of this fubje€t, aswe have taken, it feems to appear, -
that truth, as chara@awittic of the deity, could not be truth, or natural felf-
confiftency, without fuch feveral perfonalities. For, as it is impoflible to
sonceive of original felf-confiftency, or truth, without all poffible, natural,
and moral powers, and virtues ; and all thefe in abfolute perfe&tion ; fo’tis
equally impoflible, to conceive how fuch truth could be ever known, and fo.
acknowledgcd, as what it is, the only ultimate obje of fupream love, wor-"
thip, fervice and adoration for ever and ever, without equal manifeftation ;
or that any manifeftation could be equal, but juft fuch as this fubje& fuppofes,
and the bible affirms, the fecond perfon made; and, at leaft, equally impof-
fible, that fuch manifeitation, could effet its eternal defigns, but by the
third. We fee alfo the certainty of their onenefs, in the moft fimple fenfe,
as entirely exprefled in #rath; we fee alfo, they can’t but be abfolutely coéval,
and their equality and famenefs are juft as evident, And does not the fame
notion of confiftency, indicate a like neceflity of fuch divine perfonalities, for
the difcharge of fuch feveral parts in creation, and providence, as the ferip-
tures afcribe to them? $o that, by all the works of him, who is truth itfelf, .
may be clearly feen, his eternal power and Godhead, in fuch a point of plain
.and ftriking light, as to leave every unbelieving, and fo unfan&tified
abferver of them, totally withoutexcufe. On the whole, feveral things may
now be remarked. - As, - '

1. THen ’tis impoflible there fhould be any fuch being, as GOD out of
CHRIST. Such a being could not be truth, or natural felf-confiftency, for
_reafons already given. And indeed, the bible gives not the remoteft hint
about fuch a being. It fpeaks of Gob as a confuming fire, but lets us know
jn every. inftance, of ufing the chara&er, that Gop in CHRr1sT, or a cove-
nant Gob, as fuch is meant, and that it points tq vifible faints. Deus. iv.
#4-—rix. 3. Heb. xii. 29. ‘

' . : 3. THEN
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2. Trexn the bible, is a literal defcription of the facred perfonalities,
implied in natural f2lf-confiltency, as alfo, of their works and defigns ;
together with that of the flate of men, as imported in falthood, as occafional
of their works, and of the manifeftation of their defigns. And,

3. TraT it was written, to make its contents the obje&s of our fenfes,

while our fpirits are under tuition, and Gobp is taking trial of them, by means
of thoft fenfes.
" 6. Burt nothing can be & more natural, or evident inference, from what
has been faid of truth, and its natural attributes, than of the following, viz,
That every thing, of which itever could, now can, or hercafter ever may be
£aid, thatittraly is 5 was in trath, and natural felf-confiftency ; or, which is the
fame, was in the divine mind from eternity.  And fo, that there never was a
fpot, or period of mere duration, in which they had not an aCtual exiftence
in perfect knowledge, juft fuch as they have had, or fhall have in fa®. For
whatcver is true, did certainly always, fome how or other, belong to truth,
*Tis impoflible to conceive of truth in perfzZion, not containing all of its
kind. On which obfcrve, .

1. ALL things being planned in the mind of Goo, without beginning,
muf? be fimply nataral; refulting from what the deity can’t but be, . ¢. from
natural truth, or confiftency to every intent and purpofe. And fo, °

2. Tue avlele of the plan, muft be as infinitcly far frem fallible, and in
every point as fure to be fact, as a firft principle can be from circumvention;
or perfection from difappeintment.  Daa, iv. 35. ¢ He doeth according to
his will, in the army of Hcaven, and amona the inhabitants of the earth ; and
moze can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, what doeft thoa

3. THe truthof the being of fin, is no objection to all this. For,

1. THERE is evidently no evil at all, in the truth of in’s exiftence ; or, in
knowing it to exill,

2. T'uo’ fin is exadtly the reverfe of all thatis right and good; yetif every
inttance of it, that cver was, is, or fhall be, bas already iffued, or is infal-
Jibly fecured toiffue, in gocd of thebeft fort, of which there can be no debate;
then felf-confiflency may necefiarily imply the certainty of its exiftence.

3. IF pueh, or the divine nature, never could appear glorious, equally ta
itfelf, without fin’s aétual exilence ; which will doubtlefs be allowed ; becaufe
ncthing can illufivate goodnsfs, like its contrary,—or power, like conqueft;
then felf-confifency cannst be, without the certainty of fuch exiflence of fin.

4. THE curtainty of fin’s exiltence, being in truth; no way implies the
ageacy of Gop, in producinf it. For any created intelligence, confidered
only in that charafter, can devife and practice the reverfe of what is righe,
which only is fin, as fpontaneoufly as the earth produces muthrooms. Gob,
indeed forefaw, and knew it would be fo. Nay,

5. His making creatures, which could not_long exift, at beft, withoug
finning, unlels pontively prevented, which is evidently the cafe of all fuch
as are intelligent; they having none of the original principle, none of the
_felf-maintaining faculty, in them; and being—all fubje@—fo all expofed,
always a&tinz—and no fufficient guide within—can no more keep right, than a
fiiip in the midit of a ftorm, without a helm. I fay, creatures being made
fuch; and other than fuch, intelligent creatures could not be made by felf-
confiftency ; determines beyond controverfy, the maker difigned the confe-
vuence fhould take place, entirely by the creature’s choice, which is always
the determining meaas, right or wrong, in all intelligent actions. Dcﬁg:l?d
e ) 2
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allo, and very well knew how, to ferve himfelf, and even all-the creatures
by it. Therefore, ’

6. Ir Gopb, andall the creatures are ferved by the exiftence of fin, as is
pbvious enough, by only faying, what brought CurisT and the Brsik, into
this world ? Then it is downright neceflary in a plan of trath, and every demur
to the fuppofition of fuch neceflity, as along with other fins, contained in the
plan of truth, fhallin its place, equally with them, ferve its purpefes.

But 7. Gob never defigned finning creatures, as finning creatures defign
their fins. ‘Therefore Gob 1s true, tho’ swery man a liar.

7. In the next place then may be deduced, fome light about what ie
‘called, the doGrine of divine decrees. As, h ! .

1. THAT every thing, which Gop has done, or as fe!f-confifeney ever
will do, muft derive from one only original decree: whichvas, and equally
fill is, to thew forthy and exalt him/elf as truth itlelf, of ahe only exccllenc'y[ .
in original; by manifefling him{clf in and throuph Lim, who, equally as
ever, {till is in perfon and government, his expresi imaze; which neceffarily
implies, what that central flatute of divine rcveintion fpeaks; and which
therefore is the bust of all {orts of oppofition to truth; viz. ¢ The lord alone
Jball be exalted. o . -

2. Tuar exallly every thing, ferves the purpofe of this only decree, and
can ultimately ferve notning elfe; which is the plain fenfe of Rew. iv. 11:
¢ Thou hatt created &/l things, and for thy pleajure,” as charaleriftick of what
he did, and 1l does, in whom Gob is well pleafed, tiey are .and were

created. v : .

3. Anp thercfore, as was faid before, that this decree; and all its miriads
of confequences in time and eternity, derive, and by evidence of numberlefs
fats already following it, can’t but derive from truth or natural felf-con-
fiftency, as fuch; and {0 not from mere awill, as the vulgar prejudice fugoefts.

4. 'AnD fo, of conicquence, every creature, thing, and occurrence, as
Howing from, and a fultilment of ihe only decree, mull be juft as excellent
and amiable, in its place, meafure and conne&tion, as the pure excellency of
everlafting confifiency itielf. So inviting our love, and all its fruits, as con-
ftantly and univerfaiiv, as Gop and bis operations, by Curist, filleth alt
things, _places and times. Egée/. i. 19—23. : :

5. Awp as flowing from the whole; thatthe grand defign of original felf-
vonfiftency in all this, is, that con/ffency fiall {o be maintained every moment,
throuch the whole of its dominion, as, in the iflue of things, to thine forth in
the moft perfect beauties of the godhead, for ever and ever. ~And fo equally
furnith matter for the pleafure of heaven, and the pain of hell, without any
end. } .

8. Bur then, we may certainly conclude, that thedecree, and the plan of
all proceedures upon it, weie conceived in view of the fall of man, as a fafh
certainly to take place.  Otherwife, what confiftency can be in a faviour,
¢ fore-ordained, before the foundation of the werld.” 1 Peter 1. 20. BRut a
further reafon is, truth can rejecdt nothing in its natural flate. 'The work of the
priginal as fuch muft be geod.

9. Burt then, with equal certainty we may infer, that if any are faved;
as it {eems a plan, deriving from felf-confitency or truth itfelf, makes it
neceflary for us to fuppoie, becaufe in the nature of fuch truth, there is every
kind of perfettion; then there muft be an election, and it muft be perfonal;
becaufe all are viewed as ingrofled in the charalter of falthopd.

8. ANOTHER



[ 5]

_ 16. AnoTHer confequence from what has been obferved, is, that fuch elec:
tion does not proceed from mere will, in the fenfe of prophane prejudice; but
from the nature of the deity, i. e. from the nature of eterral truth i and is
therefore equally excellent and amiable in'its nature, as the deity. And
accordingly our pleafure, or difpleafure in it, is always juft as our knowledgé
or ignorance of Gop is. : -

1t. Such elettion, which, as has been fhewn; proceeds from the felf cons
fiftency of natural truth, mui} be known, where Gobp is known. Gon forefaw
that in the days of Efau and Jacob, the knowledge of himfelf would be teftrained
chiefly to their houfes. On them thercfore, muft this difplay of natural
trath be made; and that could not be, but by chufing one; and refuling
the other. , .

QuesTion. Bat why was not Efau chofen; fince he was oldeft, and—
pride fays, ought to be confidered firft.

Answir. 1. *Tis agreeable to the method dictated by truth itfelf, to
anfwer, by faying, ¢ Who art theu, O man, who replieft againft Gob.”
‘Who dareft to awerd st with thy maker; and in a cafe, wherein ’tis confefled;
that perfection of truth has made manifeft; by avord and deed, what is per-
fe&ion of right? .

2. YBT other anfwers may be given, dire@ly to the point, but as dif-
pleafing.  As that ’tis impofiible, for the Gop of truth, to fee ditincticns of
worthinefs among finners. But if the queftion was to be confidered, its
folution is in its bowels ; for the oldeft in fin; may be confidered as the worft:
But the cafe is, 3. Gob is truth, and cannot lie ; we are childreh of falfhood;
and cannot butlie; {o when he fpeaks, or acts out himfelf, as he always does,
and efpecially in ele@ting fome condemned finners to falvation; and he neves
did elet any other : He and we, being contrary, muft differ; and this gives
the fole reafon of all the chagrin in the world; at the bible account of this me/f
merciful difplay of 2 Gop of perfe® felf-confiftency. Bt wifdomn, in 2his;
is juttified by her children; and that is as much as'can be faid of any difplay
of pure divinity, among men. t

12. Bur, if, as has been thewn, Gob only fpeaks and a&s but, perfet .
felf-confitting trath § as the diftinguithing thara&ter of himfelf, we fee in
what light to view every expreflion of his holy word ; we fee alfo in what light
to view fuch as can’t comport with it We fee alfo, what efteem is to be had,
of every operation of his hand, and whatjuft wrath is out againft the world;
for the want of it. P/al. xxviii. 4. 5. Laftly, we fee the diftinguithing cha-
radter of as many as are of the truth; for to fuch, his word is precious, and in
their efteem, all his works are done in truth. But with all others, neither his
words nor his works, even of nature or providence, are pleafing, unlefs they
‘aire conceived to favour the lying, i. e. the felf-loving and felf-preferring prin-
ciple. For they are, every one juft fuch as truth has pointed out, to belovers
of themfelves, more than lovers of Gob. :

13. WE learn then, a very determinate fenfe, to a paffage of feripture §
which has been treated in a very eonfufed manner: viz. Epbe/. iv. 21— The
truth, as it is in JEsus;” as defcriptive of all he faid, and all he did in thé
fleth ; and fo as alike defcriptive, of all he does executively, in his providences:
by which the divine {fyftem, contained in the holy book, is conftantly illuft=
rated, fulfilled,> and confirmed. The work of Jesus CurisT, in the flefh,
was to make Gop fully manifzff; what therefore he fhewed the divine natare
and will to be, is, * the trush as it isin Jofus” Confequently, what Jes ‘{JS

, id
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#id in the flefh; a3 it wis 2 fall manifeftation,of Gob; who is truth itieif;
and which couttitutes the matter of the bible, muft be the only perfe& fyftem,
and teit of truth. ~ And all his providential conduét ever fince, to all who
have the bible, is precifely; conftantly, and only executive of that manifefta-
tion. So ’tis impoflible that the work of providence; and the word of the
book, fhould not always perfetly agree; the word fummarily containing, and
- the work by facls, explaining what is zruth, in its own natural felf-confis

ftency. ... | P C
. 14. Bur if the bible; which is the hiftory of CurisT, 28 taking Gop
manifeft; is continually exemplified by providence, as the correfpondent work
of Gop; then Gob with all fuch glories on, as the bible afcribes to him, and
thofz correfponding works befpeak to be in him, ‘muft be infallibly, and uni-
verfally there, whére fuch works are done. If then there is no man or beaft}
ftarr, bird or ftorm, or fith, infe&, or fand, either made, or maintained, or
any .ufe ferved by them, or natural fun&ion difcharged in them, butis awork
of that providence; ’tis juft equally certain that GOD is there. And as fuch -
works are exaltly every where, fo they make equal evidence that Goo is fo §
. and 4s all perfections are in his natare ; fo wheréver Gob is, all thefe alfo are.
But then, there is no place where thefe can be faid to be, more than elfet
where. " Dire@ly counter to the religious rubbith; which abourids. in the
empire of falthood. But exaétly agreeable to the teftimony of the hiftory of
Gop; which leads us to view the divine being as alike, near, and afar off.
{Jer. xxiii. 23, &c. 8o that there is no place fo fecret, as to hide any from
him ; “for he alike fills the Heaven and the carth. Therefore no thought can
be hidden from him. Foé xlii. 2. Yea, all thinps are naked and bare before
im. Heb.iv. 13, Which opens the way to feveral remarks.

1. Trer no wonder, the promifes; by which all the perfe@ions of felf-
confifting trath, are holden; to moit pun&ual fulfilment, are fo peremptory.
. They fay without hefitancy, ¢ AH things thall work together for good.”

¢« Afk what ye will, and it fhall be done.” The reafon is, < He is a very
prefent help,” , o . o

z. No wonder then, that fubjets of his favour, be they who they will,
and in whatever cafe, have equal relief at hand, as néar as that Gov, in
whom they live and move. For as flying fowls in the air, and fith in the
watery deep; o all men have their being in Gob. And when they fee truth,
let their fituation be what it will, they know there can be no want to them
who fear hidi; and accordingly, fuch, when they pafs through the fire, or
through the water, find, in %a& that Gop is there; and fo are joyful in
tribulation.

3. Twuis fhews; why no perfon naturally, ¢an violate a known diftate of
this univerfal trath, in any degree of fecrecy, and avoid the_uneafy confe-
quence in that cafe. For guilt is only the witnefs of confcience concerning
truth, the charaler of Gop, as violated in that cafe. We fee then, how

. univerfal and inevitable the fentence, and on what deep foundations laid,
*¢ There is no peace to the wicked.” :

4. W fee the infallible fitnefs of one of the three books, out of which
John faw the. wotld to be judged; even prefent knoawledge of truth itfelf, as -
to every thing done by men, whether good of evil, while correfponding cone
{cioufnefs, and the holy law, are the other two. Rew. xx. 12.

5. From the above meditations, concerning Gop, as alike every where,
as well as from every view of felf-confiting truth, we may gain fome eafy
light, about the ubiety or wherenefs, é,f heaven and hell. For if the free,

. open,
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dren, immeediate, and wralterable enjoyment of Jmiling perfefion, muft make

heaven; toall intents; and fuch enjoyment of a Gop, whocan’t bat be alike

prefent every where, may be had, yea can’t but be had, the inftant that

fucceeds the mortal diffolution; then there is heaven; the glorious heaven;
the beatifick vifion. And if confcioufnefs of the prefence of the fame divine
excellencies, always fet at nought by the wicked, and of the unalterablenefs
of it, can’t but, to fuch, make a perfe hell, from fenfe of contrariety,
never to be altered, and of punifhment juftly inflited; then the fame fuc-
eceding moment to natural death, maft make it quite compleat. And fo
there 1s no need for thoie who have their comfort and joy, from rruth, which
is the diltinguithing character of fuch as are united to Gob, to expett the
vaft carcer of a fudden flight, for many athoufand leagues from a dying bed
to fome region beyond the ftarrs, in which to enjoy the blefied vifion: For

whatever 1s true of the fon of man, and others, corporally glorified as to

gl)a;e, whofe bodies, are neverthelefs fach as the {cripture ftiles, fpiritual
ies ; ’tis evident enough, that others find, as the apoftle jntimates, thatto
be abfent from the body, is to be prefent with the Loro.
6. This enables us to underftand divers pafiages of fcripture, not other-
wife intelligible. As,

1. Epb. iii. 10. Importing that principalities and powers in heavenly
places, learn the manifold wif{dom of Gob, 7. e. redemption, and its effeits,
of thofe who are the fubjes of it, ¢. e. the church of Gop. The words arey
Tais archais, haitais exoufiais en tois epouranicis. i. e. To principalities, and
powers in fuperceleflibus, in the upper heavenlies. Now archai, and exoufiai,
evidently mean fpirits of the angelic kind; but the feripture gives thofe
‘titles, equally to holy angels and to devils. For Cel ii. 10. fays, that
CarisT is “ head of all principality and power.” The words are archees
rai exoufias. In which, it will be allowed, that holy angels are at leaft ine
‘cluded; of whom it is faid, < let all the angels of Gop worfhip him.” It
will be allowed alfo, that holy angels are included in the text in queftion.
Epb. iii. 10. And yet Col. ii. 15. fays, that when CurisT nailed the hand-
‘writing, which was againft us, to his crofs, he ¢ {poiled principalities and
powers;” and we know then and there he deftroyed the works of the devil;
the words are, Tasarchas, rai tasexoufias. And Eph. vi~12. fays, « We
~wreftle againft principalities, againft powers;” the words are, Pres tas archas,
pros tas exoufias; and then prcceeds explaining thefe principalities, and
powers, and calls them ¢ the rulers of the darknefs of this world,—{piritual
wickednefs in high places.” And here the word is, en tois epouraniois. 1. e.
We wreftle againft thofe principalities and powers, which are, the fpiritual
wickednefs in heavenly places; orin the upper heavenlics. All which, and
other paflages of like import, fhew, that holy angels and devils are alike m
heavenly places. And if, as we have fhewn, Gop is alike every where;
where then fhould either angels or devils be, that they might be away from

, the divine prefence. ’Tis as well then, for them to be in heavenly places,
as any where. Indeed ’tis certain, if diwine prefence makesa heavenly place,

they can’t be oat of it. And if, by upper-heavenlies; high and holy places;

the third heavens; and fuch like fcriptural expreflions, be- underflood the
dignity of the divine prefence, as to fit at Gop’s right hand certainly does;
we fhall then have no other difficulty, than to conceive of evil fpirits, in that
holy 'prefence. And he who can devife any other fituation for devils, or
wicked men, in this world, or any other, may advance his objetion to this
view of the cafe, to all the bible fays in fupport of it. R
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3. Tuis alfo admits us to an eafy view, of Fs. i. 6. Implying, that
when the holy angels affembled on a certain occafion in the prefence of Gon,
fatan was alfo among them. . In which, and the confequent difcourfe, there

is no difficalty at all, on fuppofition of what has been abferved. Indeed ’tis

reprefented as common for fatan to be thus prefent in heavenly affemblies.
See the like 7obii. 1. and which can’t be accounted for any other way. And
if it is evidently impofiible for evil {pirits, or any other, to be out of divine
prefence ; yea the immediate divine prefence ; then we may receive the literal
conftruction of the paflages laft mentioned. .
3. In the fome pointof view, ftands that remarkable account of the hoft
of heaven, given by the prophet Micasah. 1 Kings'xxii. 19.'and forward.
He faw all the hoft of heaven ftanding by the throne of Gop, when the pro-
pofition was made to them in common, by him who fat on the throne, who
of them would undertake to feduce Ababd, to go to Ramoth Gilead to batile,
that he might die there : On which various differing fentiments were given,,
- for the hoft did not agree; till one of them ftood forth, and offered o be a
lying {pirit, in the prophets of Baa/; on which he reccived orders, with
affurance of fuccefs. >Tis eafy to determine of which fort this lying fpirit
was; but then, ’tis juft fo evident, that both foxts together compofe the hoft
of heaven, So that, asthere can be no diftance of place between Gop and
all wicked men, in this world; fo neither can there be any between the fame
divine being, and all forts of fpirits in the other.world. C
4- TH1s makes the ftory of Abrabam and Dives,in Luke xvi. natural enough.
And if it be alleged, that according to the text, there was a great gulph
between them; it may be .anfwered, by authority of the fame facred texy,
that the gulph was no greater than to admit the. parties to free converfation.
So Leigh’s facred Critica, cites Fanfenius, faying, the gulph. is firmiftimum,
DEI fatutum, &3c. Thatis, it is the decreeof Gop, fixing each unalterably
in his refpe@tive ftate. Or as Cajetan, is, in the fame place reprefented,
faying, immutabilitas utriufque fatu, fabilita’s firmata, ’Tis the unchang-

aplenefs of the ftate, not the place, of each, internally fixed by Gop himfelf.

So that the happy and the miferable, beholding, without ceffation, the divine
glories, and each others unalterable relation to them, are affeéted with
pleafure and pain, anfwerable to their confcjoufne(s of love and hate. And
as to certain knowledge, they can’t avoid the caufe, fo the refpettiye effeés
can’t but take place; and illuftrated by their contrariety muft encreafe for
ever and ever. - , .
5. Anp fo we fee an eafy propriety in-Epb. ii. 2. in which fatan is filed
the prince of the power of the air ; the word for power, is.exoufas. . And this
power is faid to rule in the children of difobedience. For having no pleafure
in the miriads of fpirits which inhabit that ftate, and having tortare from
- fight of the happinefs which koly ones enjoy, he feekyto allay his pain, by
indulging his nature, and diverting his milery among men, as natural fub-
Jje&ks of his temper, and all of them, while in this world, infefted with hjs
mifery, in exaét proportion to their relith for what is wrong, or their mea-
fare of contrariety to felf-confiting right. . - : S
6. TuEese views of the ubiquity, or every-wherenefs, which muft he
" peace to all fuch as are of the truth; and for equal fupport to the hearts of
: ae:h’ in whatever fituation; and for as neceffary guilt and mifery to all others.
- Hence we alfo {ee in a moft familiar point oflight, haw perfons in_heathenith

darknefs, and habitations of cruelty; or in countries fubjeCed to popith fuper-
ftirions

effential to natural Telf-confiftency, leads us to a moft obvious reafon for divine.
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fiition ; may be faved ; 'viz. becaufe the fame #rysh, which is. the fource of.
falvation, to fuch as believe the revelation, is in évery wiew of i1felf, equally
there, as here. For as our cafe would be now the fame with theirs, but for
the advantages which diftinguith it, which advantages have in every point,
totally derived from the felf-moved good will, that is effential to natural truth;
{o there can be nothing wanting to diftinguifh their cafe, from what it now
is, but for the fountain of truth alike to exemplify its own natural- good
will there alfo. And fo we are lead to an eafy underitanding of the bible, on
all thefe heads. ' ' '

" 15. In the next place, we may contlude, that, as the hiftory of truth is
quite perfe&, and all the operations of Gop have :ftherto correfponded with it
to a point, we may determine the certainty of the|remaining unfulfilled parts
of the hiftory, equally as the paft; becaufe they are equally parts of felf-cone
fiting wuth, and fo can’t be fubjett to any cafualty : Self-confifing truth,
never did confult, or ever can pay the leaft regard to any thing, but itfelfo

" And fo we fee reafon, why all who are of the truth, thould be equally certain’

of future things contained in the promifes, as of any paft fatt; alfo, why
all who are not of the truth, thould, asfuch, confider the remaining part of
the wages of their fins, alike certain. - And fo we fee thie only reafon of the
peremptory form of a// the promifes, and a// the threatnings of the book of.
truth, viz. becaufe they are in their refpetive cafes, cerzainties; and the only
reafon why they don’t appear fo, is, we do not believe trash. * .

" 16. WHAT has been faid of Jesus CurisT, aswholly employed, while
in the flefh, in making Gob manif7f, thews clearly, that he was indeed juft
what he pretended to be; that he was confined in every word and aion, by
the moft perfe moral neceffity, to do as he did; this muft be evident, if he

was GOD manififted; orif in every thing he bad to thew forth the Godhead,
or natural felf-conftency, as equally chara&tereflic of his father, and himfelf,
And fo we fee what fupported ‘him fo perfeitly, under pain, reproach, and

mocking, equally confumate ; or as being each inits hipheft and laft pofiible

degree. It was only this, viz. he knew him/elf, and all be faid and did, to
be perfeftion of original, uniwerfal, and everlafing truth; be knew this to he
the occafion of his reproach; and that the extremity of malice againft him,
fupported his chara&ter in its perfeftion, by pradtifing the utmoft degree of
its own, againft him, This reconciles the feeming contradition, that he
fhould die of grief, according to Ma#t. xxvi. 38. And yet, that to all he
endured, he fhould be animated by pure joy, according to Heb. xii. 2. which
equally thews, that he died of purelove; and fo'cofnpleated the mgrififiation
of Gob, “ for Gop is love.” : ; .

QuEsTioN. But how could it be confiftent with truth, to put perfe& inno-
cence to the greateft pain and reproach ?

Answgr. The fuffering nature of the fon of Gop, tho’ it 'was the necef~
fary inftrument of delineating violated truth to men, wasyet, itfelf, the yery
image and likenefs of thofe, whofe true charalter is, ¢ afeed of falfhood.”

- Rom. viii. 3. And when he, who in this nature, adopted its hated chara&ter,

< that be m‘gbg bring to GOD,” his ele&t, who were fubjeés of it, put him-

- felf in their place, as touching trath, ¢ the juf? for the unjuft;” 1 Peteriii. 18. -
'Then he became not only obnoxious to the treatment of the unjuft; but
-either to drink the dregs of their cup, or not effettaate truth, and bring
.them to Gop. For as natural truth is exa&ly inflexible, fo no falvation for

fuch as have finned, acd falvation ¢an be for no other, but in perfe&t confi-

fency »
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ftency with its utmoft rights, Therefore no falvation for thofe who deny, or
curtail rights of truth, or the equal extent of the attonement. v
" 17. As in CurisT we fee the whole divine charaCter afted out ; {o in the
oppofition made to'him, we fee the who'e charatter of falthaod, as including
all men and deils, equally to its utmoft extent ated out therein, Which leads
us to draw feveral conclufions. ‘
" 1. Then no lover of righteous truth, can ever, in following its dictates,
orferving Goo, whichis the fame, fuffer any thing, but what has been borne
already, -by him, whofe cffice was to thew Gop to men. Forif he pratticed
t1e whole of truth, and waked the whole empire of falthood thereby, and’
yet carried his poing, ‘and has ¢ fpailed principalities and powers, &c.” then
the road is glear, and nothing can ever meet his followers but vanquithed
mifchiefs. So that, the’ ¢ we wreftle againft the fame. principalities and
powers, the rulers of the darknefs of this world, the fpiritual wickednefs in
bigh places,” and, of courfe, againft whatever elfe, we fhall be more than
conquerors.  ° .
" 2. THeRE can be nefort of thing, in any mannerof fenfe, comfortable or
profitable to a'follower of CurisT, achild of truth, but what is already
ftored in the magazing of the kingdom, on purpofe for all fuch as may be
viewed i that charafer.” Accordingly the word of the kingdom can fay
without hefitation, ¢ they that feek the Lor b fhall not want any good thing.”
P/al. xxxiv. 10. And as perfe truth has the ditating of the time and manner
of beltowment, as well as of the thing to be beftowed, fo, as faft as he prepares
their heart, “he will caufe his ear to hear.  For, pa/a duofis, every good manner
.of giving, as well as pan’ dogreemg, every good gift itfelf, is from above.
am. 1. 17. . : ' , :
'7 3. So alfo can no temptation befal a chriftian, but what was contained in
.one of the three with which truth’s grand champion was exercifed ; but he
-mace his way through the flrongeft feducements, deepeft difguifes, and moit
.glluring charms of falthood’s power and policy ; juft fo certain is a way of
efcape for every after combatant. 1 Cor. x. ;f,
. 18. Tue~ Jesus CurisT  was indeed all he pretended to be, and, as
being charged with no lefs a trult, than intelligibly to reprefent perfection;
"tis evident, he would have been infinitely abfurd, and inconfiftent with truth,
and fo with himfelf, in any lower pretenfions. For ’tis felf evident, that
nothing lefs than pure divinity can reprefent the Godhead ; nor any eqnal
reprefentation be made in that cafe, but by claiming and maintaining eve
chara&ter of Gop. And ewvery exception, taken to him who did fo, doth
equally imply and prove, both the title on which his claims were founded,
and thag the grand-defign of bis known pretenfions was anfwered in his
making Gob manifeft to the confciences of men: For ’tis obvious, that ah
uneafy confcioufnefs of the truth of all he pretended to, has given birth to alf
the clamours, and moft fincere quarrels againft any and every divine claim
of him wha profeffed to be the ?on of Gob. Litde, very little ditturbance
- has been conceived at fuch 2s falfcly made like pretenfions. Very little. are
.men in general provoked at heart, at evidently prophane arrogations of
divine charafters and afcriptions. But so ee fails to be difluited with thofe
which were made in flriCteft propriety., Infome it is manifeft by the natural
and common tokens; in others by more explicit, barefaced, and publick
evidence. And fo what Jesus ﬁ\i! is fulfilled, and his chara@®er mairitained.
Fobn v. 43. “Iam’come in my father’s name, and ye receive me not; if
another fhall come in his own name, him ye will receive,”
: 19. ConsipsriNe
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19. ConsIDERING what men really are, and what is the manner in
which divine glories can be effeCtually made manifz/? amohg men, viz. In fuch
falvation to his ele@t, as fhall infallibly fecure the honours of the deity among
them; it very plainly appears, what ipecial offices muit be executed by a faviour
of man, and that to execute them, muft be the conftant work of power. For
nothing can root up the adverfe principles, which the fcriptures, and common
life prove, to occupy and animate the hearts of men, in order to plant there
the grand principle of the kingdom of truth, bat the difplay of conquering or
kingly power ; nor any thing, reduce and afreth fubdue deferters to allegi-
ance; or reftrain, and prevent inimical defigns againit the children of the
kingdom, which are always forming againtt them, within and without; but,
the fame power.  So every experiment of fuch operations, is ftill in fulfilment
of [/ai. xxxii. 1. * Behold a king fhall reign in righteoufnefs.” This moft
therefore be the leading office, 1n fetting up the kingdom of truth in the
hearts of men; and the fuppofition of it, is full of the terrors of the wrath of

~“Gonp, to every perfon in the world, not experienced in its conquering virtues.

For as this kingly ofice is difcharged only by -the natural power of truth, fo

fuch as fhill retain their natural principle of inconfitency with it, are all in-
cluded in the fentence of P/al. i. g. < thall not fland in the judgment ;” and
are open to the execation defcribed, P/al. ii. 9. * Thou fhalt break them with
arod of iron, thou fhalt dafh them in pieces, like a potters veflel.” Again;
as every confcienceis defiled, or guiity, exaltly according to its relith of what
isevil, or contrary to truth; and as there is no relith of any thing elfe, natural
to men; fo, in order to inftate the kingdom of trutb in the heart, its purifying
virtue mutt be difplayed there; this is done, when the knowledge of trath.
is given, and fo the confcience fenfible of its nature, on which delight in it
naturally rifes, at the willing expence of all former relithes and delights,
fuch as is the genuine fpring of living -according to truth; and to fuch as
- conftitutes the principle of fanification; here the priefthood of CurisT
begins to be difplayed, by which he purifies the heart, and fprinkles from

", dead works, the confciences of all his fubjeéts, to walk before him in love,
.and of courfe, in all holy converfation and godlice. Lattly, as all who
know not the truth, muft neceflarily walk in darknefs; fo truth made known,
naturally begets all divine affeCtions to it, and thefe, as naturally, are the
fpring of all obedience, which can’t take place, but in confequence of fuch
knowledge of the truth, as is the third and lait office of the redeemer to exe-
cute. And fo as contrariety, guilt, and ignorance, are the three principles
of the dominion of falthood ; accordingly, to fpoil that dominion, *is evi-
dently requifite, that truth, as chara&eriftic of the fpoiler, fhould do it, by
conquering, , purifying, and teaching virtue; in which alone, his fubjects are.
Bappy; and by which alone, diftinguithed from all othere.,

20. NoTHinG can be more evident, from what we have found of truth,
as fully exprefled by Jesus CHrisT, than that attonement made by him,
maft be, in its own nature compleat, to the laft degree, in every point of'
view. Thatdivine perfon, by whom it was made, being in the higheft fenfe
of the phrafe, < the truth,” could do no lefs, in all he did do, than what was
of itfelf, perfel? righteounefs ; fo relating to Gop, muft be juft as equal to his
nature, as equality in any cafe can be. ~And as touching the law, in which

. Gob is literally defcribed to perfzfion, and which is all trampled by the
_mature of falthood, or fin, fuch doing of the ATTONER, muft inevery article,
aét out its nature, and be to its laft degree of fatisfaltion, for the fubjeéts of
fuch attonement. And, in referrence to the proper flate of fuch fubjeds,
attoncment
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attonement made by‘ him, whofe charaer is natural felf-confiffency, muft be
furnithed with every degree of kindnefs, freenefs, power, and every virtue
requifite to their attual redemption, g{erfeverancc, and glory. So, in right
of his attonement, Jesus could fay, Mart. xi. 27. ¢ Al things are delivered
to me of my father.” And Fobn xvii. 4. I have finithed the work which
thou gaveft me to do,” and {o acquired the charaéter of « able to ‘fave, unto
the uttermoft.” Which leads us to affirm, with peremptorinefs, feveral
things: as, ' ,
1. THER it is juft fo certain, thateven the ele&t themfelves, are perfetly
deftitute of every degree of power, truth, righteoufnefs, and every thing,
whereby they might pleafe Gop, or do any the leaft thing, whereby to deliver
themfelves, or pave their way to divine aéceptance, as that Gob does nothin

~in vain; or, as that natural truth is felf-confiftent; neither of which could

be true, if there was not a mott indifpenfible neceflity for every part of what
the attoner did, 'in manifefting Gop to man;, in order to fave thofe for whom.
he died, .

2. AnD of confequence, ‘all books, preaching, converfation, and private
Tentiment, which import the leaft confideration’ for good life, reformation,
duties, good difpofitions of the heart, as they are called, religious concern,
or any thing ‘in the affair of a finner’s acceptance with Gob, befide the mere
virtue of what the attoner did; do, by evident implication charge Gop with
foolifhnefs, and origival truth with inconfiftency. For, if Jesus Cgrist
did not enough to make up a perfedt righteoufnefs, for the juttification of
finners, he did not accomplith the work he-came for; he did not finith the
work: which was given him to finith, and fo is become like one of us, chaf-
peable with falfhood ; but if he did enough, perfeétly enough, for the ac-
ceptance of finners, into the love of Gop, on that fole confideration, as has
been fhewn, and as the nature of the cafe, and the bible, determine he did,
then let Gop be true, and all who debate, curtail, (or by their additions,
propofe to forward, promote and facilitate, afinner’s acceptance more- cer«
tainly, or commodioufly, than they think can be, -by) the bare work of at-
torement, done by Crurist in the flefh; let thofe be viewed, as hereby
tharging Gop with falfhood, denying the lord in the perfection of his faving
work, and fo fupporting their chara&ter, as lyars. : /

g. ANOTHER thing, we may boldly affirm on-this head, is, that we then
fee, an explanatory and confirming reafon of that remarkable paffage of
{cripture, doubtlefs as rarely underflood, as it is believed, Mars. xvii. 5.
% This is my beloved fon, in whom I am awell pleafed.” Importing, that
Gop was perfetly fuited with the righteoufnefs he was then compleating, and
the attonement he whs then making, as being full equal to the nature of Gop,
his law, and the cafe for which it was defigned ; and as fufficient of itfelf for
the purpofe of faving finners, as Gop defired any thing fhould be. Import-
ing alfo, that there is ot one thing among men Who have ever finned, ‘with
which Gop is well pleafed, only what is there pointed at. 'That Gob is well
pleafed with the. medium of acceptance perfe&ted by his own fon, is an infal-
lible confequence of his being GOD manifzfled; for in that view he could not
but be perfetly pleafing to Gop, in every part of his work of righteoufnefs
for the guilty; but that Gop cannot be pleafed with any thing, as a work of

. righteoufnefs, more or lefs, not included in that finifhed by his fon, isjuft as

evident, as that there cn be no work of righteoufnefs equal to Gop but

‘ 4. WhiLe
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. 4. Wnire then, veTee a certainty of open acceptante for 4y, in the virtue

of that work: We alfo fee the height of falthood, and damning iniquity, il
what is often palmed on readers and hearers for well pleafing things, in the
fightof. Gop. He that hath an ear to hear let him hear.

21. WE fee then on the whole, what the bible means by a finner’s being
converted.  Falthood, as a charafter including every perfon who has ever
finned, always keeps the confcience under hondage by giiit, and in danger
of punithment; and this defcribes the ftate of every unconverted perfoni
But as.foon as truth, which is the charaler of Gop, and which was fully
exprefled by what Curist did in behalf of finners, is underflond by a

nner, and fo feen in its own Gop-pleafing fufficiency, for a finner’s acquit-
tance and open admiffion mto favour, the confcience perceives, as clearly
as fuch truth is feen, that it need not defpair under its own bondage; for Gop
the judge is fatisfied from another quarters and that there is a avide door of

ope, and fure falvation for it, ip the feen truth of what Jezus Carist did
for finners;; fy this therefore the con{cience is relieved ; in thisit refts, fenfibly
delivered from its old bondage, and danger. And of this impott is every
account of converfion in the bible.  On which we may make feveral
remarks. . .

1. THEN eonverfion, effentially confifls in the confcience being delivered
from the bondage of guilt, which made defpair exaétly anfwerable to the
fenfe of bondage ; and in its finding a broad out-let fror its former mifery, in
the ﬁg‘ht of what the Savtour did tojuttice, for helplefs offenders.  Beholding
in the reprefentation which the bible gives, the glorious fufliciency of what
the Lorp did ; we are changed. 2 Cor. iii. 18,

. 2. THEN, as every one 1n refpet of felf-enjoyment; is as his conftience
is, converfion is a finner’s ftate being changed from bondage to freedom;
from darknefs, or being without hope, to lig%t and hope; which are marvel-
ous, and fure in every degree of them. *Tis alfo called a being turned from
fin to Gov; for as before, the heart relithed no one thing that was right, ar
~ which belonged to truth; and was accordingly ail guilty ; fo the perfon’s
flate, was totally a fare of fin; but now; as he difgufts all fin, and fois
prepared to ftruggle againft it, which none unconverted ever do; as being
what it is; and 1s pleafed with the reverfe, as he beholds it fhining through
the divine teftimony, and fn-his heart takes part for Gob againft all his former
Toves, and prefent felf; fo he may be fairly faid to be converted from fin to
Gop. Converfion is alfo a receiving CrirrsT, and what elfe is the import
of all that has been faid? For Curi1sT is received, when that which is charac-
tereftic of him isreceived. And this reconciles the 32 and 36 verfes of the
8th of Fobn: In oneof which the fon is faid to make free; in-the otherit is
afcribed to the truth. : : :

3. WE find an eafy fenfe to the feripture phrafe, <€ bring of the truth.”
For it evidently diftingaithes fuch as know the nature and divine value of what
Jesus Curist did, in behalf of finners; while he was manifeting Gop im
the world ; now this is the {ubftance of what is recorded in the bible, and is
#be truth in literal defcription. He therefore who cometh to the knowlege of
this, has the record or teftimony itfei“in himfelf, even in that truth which he
has knowlege of; but they who receive not; and fo have not knowlege of
this teftimony, make Gobp a liar, by treating the reprefentation or teftimony,
or truth of Gop, which are all one, juit as if it was not true. .1 Fobx v. 10.

Now they who have fuch knowlege of the truth, and fo therein have the
teftimony within them, from knowlege of its import, are inviolably attached

to
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t0 it, and governed by it} fo mayin every view bé juftly fiid to be of thg
truth. :

. 4. As.then, converfion is folely afcribed to the power of truth, as feen
and known; “tis evident enough, that fuch change can’t begin, till fuchtruth
is known. This explains the text; Fobn xi. 25. « Tam the refurrettion and
the fife; he that believeth in me, though he awere dead, yet fhall he live.”
AJd this equally expofes to view, the deteftable ftuff, which multitudes are
taught, and many are willing to believe ; that perfons can make advances in
the afiair of falvation—~do grow better, by certain confiderations; before
converfion.  Diretly in front of the whole bible, a fummary of which, in
2d of Ephefrans, teaches us, that before converfion, we a// have our conver-
fation in the lufts of the fleth; and do sorhing but fulfil the defires of the
fleth; till Gop, of the riches of his mercy, even when we are dead in fing
quickens as; as he raifed CHzisT from the dead. N

. QuuisTion 1. Is there no fuch thing as convition then to antecede con«
verfion? In anfwer; Iafk again; do convitions alter any perfon’s moral ftate ?
Or does the querift fuppofe that a change of manners, which convitions will
quickly effedt,. is itfelt a change of moral ftate ! Is there attonement, equal
to Gov, to injured juttice and the law; in conviGtiotis? In fhort, isany perfon
poftefled of faving truth, by feeing that he is heartily at enmity with'it, and
totally dettitute of it? If not, he is yet dead in fin, wholly governed by
falthood, and-alt hisendeavours are to maintain it, and to which his convic-
tions ttimulate him, according to their degree. For they wake felf-love to
exert itfelf for felf-fecurity; and fo iniquity is added to fin. / =

QuesTion z. Is it wicked then to be under convittion? Let the bible
anfwer ; ¢ without faith it is impeffible to pleafe Gop.” ¢ They that are in
the fleth, cannot pleafe Gop.” ¢ He is angry with the wicked every day.”
4 The wrath of Gob is revealed from heaven; againtt 2ll ungodlinefs and
unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs.” Now what
makes convi&tions, but a confcioufnefs of contrariety to truth; and 'of the
import of fuch contrariety ? Or convitions are a fenfe of the heart’s holding,
truth in unrighteoufnefs, and of the wrath that is pointed diretly atit therefor.
No wonder then, if vaft multitudes of every charater in what is called the,
vifible church, thould be under the greateft eonvictions; but the wonder is;
that thofe multitudes thould be fo far from convittions; and fo ignorant of
their natare, as to fuppofe, teach, and believe, that they are a /gr?fuf the
bear?’s bolding truth in RIGHT EQUSNESS; and that the LOVE of GOD i
revealed from Heawen therefor. Asfoon as perfons experience genuine convic~
tions, they will know, be they learned or uhlearned, teachers or their people,
that every patt of their inward and outward life, to whith they aré impelled

y their convitions, is fin; and that they can no more refrain from fuch
meafures as nature is flimulated to by fenfe of danger, than they can controul
nature ; nor any more make what they do to be right, or alter their own ftate
thereby, or thereby contratt a degree of good hope; or begin to defign that
which is good, than they can poffefs themfelves of falvation.

‘QuesTion 3. What then fhould perfons do under convictions ? In reply:
to fuch a queftion, it may with great propriety be atked, and what fhould,
perfons do in‘any other cafe ? To which no man or angel can fay any thing
more properly, than what was faid in a like cafe, by him who-alwavs {poke:
confillently to perfe@ion; fee Matz. xix. 16, 17.—¢ One came and faid unto-
him, good mater, what good thing fhall I do, that I may have eternal life 2,
And he {aid unto him,~if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandmg,”,;

: - or

i



[ 6]

For the Lord well knew, that it isa never-failirig tule, 7 keep the comimand-
ments and thou fhalt live.” He alfo knew, that mozbing lefs is of any avail
tothatend. For the foul that fins, /ball die.” If it be afked, ¢ who then
can be faved,” fince we all fin, and come fhortof the glory of Gon? The
anfwer is abfolute, *¢ He that believeth fhall be faved, and he that believeth
hot, fhall be damned. Maré xvi. If it be afked, ¢ is a perfon right to
believe, and yet do nothing in religion ?” It may bé anfwered, there can be
no fuch cafe; for who fo believeth, is alfo obedient; faith always works.
‘Therefore he that believeth fhall infallibly have that falvation, which noné
tan have without holincfs. On the whole; no one who fees himfelf, will
ceafe to 4o, according to his fenfe of danger. ’Tis alfo as true, that all fuch
Waing, is both the effc@ and proof of unhumbled pride; and felf-righteouf-
nefs. The {fame malignant root, is always difcovered and proved, by all the
bickering and clamour, in fupport of the goodnefs and value of fuch dbing}
and is made equally evident by the furly chagrin, or fhamelefs banter excited
by evidences againtt it.

- 22, WE next infer what muft be the fcripture notion of faith; and fo we
fhall be led to a diftinct view of Heb. xi. 1. in which we have a definition
of it from infallibility. Two things, about believing in any fort of cafe, are
obvious to fuch as will think, and are not wholly engrofifed by the tyranny
of cuftom, viz. .

t. Taat believing a common report, 2nd believing the divine report, no
otherwife differ, than as one is common, and the other divine. Thatis, faith
in thofe cafes, differs juft as the things delieved differ; and no otherwife.
This is felf-evident. v :
- 3. THAT as when a common report is believed, the matter of that report,
or the thing believed, is, by the report, conveyed into the mind, and there
femains; fo, when the divine report is believed, the very thing reported, is
conveyed into the mind in the report, and there remainsas a feen and known
teriainty. This is the very thing which Heb. xi. 1: fpeaks; ¢ Faith is zbe
JSubpance of things hoped for.” And as in divine reports believed, there is
mot one thing grievous, but joyous: So the thing believed in that cafe, is
always a matter of agreable pofleflion, and comfortable enjoyment. Hence;
they who believe, always thereby enter into the fame fort of joy, as their
Lorp has. This leads us into Fohm xv. 11. ¢ Thefe things have I fpoken
anto you, that,” being believed, ““my joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.” Which determines feveral things vety evidently, viz.

1. As the divine report brings news of obedience, perfect enough, made
to the law, for fuch as are a# condemned breakers of it; fo, fuch report
being believed, and accordingly its matter, which is fuch obedience itfelf;
being pofleffed and enjoyed by the believer ; and that obedience, or perfeét
righteoufnefs, of which he is now poflefled, being egual to the law, thould
not this perfon be juftified? And can he fail to be juftified according to the
law that condemns him ? And muft ot fiich juttification be &y faith? And
muft not falvation in fuch a way be grace ? How evidently then, does it befpeak
iﬁnorance of every thing effential to chriftianity, to fuppofe that a finner can

juftified by any thing, but mere faith of mere truth ?

2. As every thing thatis believed, always affets the heart, juft according
to the nature of the thing believed, and the degree of belief; fo ’tis eafy to
fee how belief of falvation fuited to fuch as are perithing, fhould anfwerably
affe@t the heart; and fo produce correfpondent life ; as belief alfo produces
sorrefpondent conidu i all other cafes. And fo we fee reafon for the ferip-

] ture’s
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ture's afuribing all holy affeGions, and all hely Jiving 16 fhith ; sad far ita
denying the whole of both, to fuch as have not faving faith. B
3. WE learn the diftinguithing charatter of believers. They are fuchas
have their hearts affeCted, and their lives gonduéted, juft -as if the bible was
truth. For ¢ faith works by love;” and ¢ he that hath this hope, purifieth
bimfelf, even as-he is pure.” - S ‘
4. WE fee then that fanitificaion, # the influence which truth has on
beart and life. For truth, when ’tis underftood, and fo pofieffled, becomes
the center of delight, according to its feen excellency, and fo gives {pring 10
all holy converfation and Godlinefs, , : ’
23. THEN we have fouad a precife fenfe to 1 Cor. xi. 29. 7. . what is meant
by the Lorp’s body; .t6 difcern which is a difinguithing qualification for
commurion in the Lowp’s fupper. This willappear, if we confider, - :
1. TuaT, from what has been faid, Church, is a chara@er inclufiveenly -
of all fuch, who, by believing. truth, are poffeffed of it; and fo led and
governed by the fpirit of Gop, as that which makes truth efficatious to all
divine purpofes, in heart and life, This is the plain fenfe of feveral fcriptares,
as Mast. xvi, 16—18. <¢Onthis rock,” 7. ¢. on this principle of truth; vik.
¢ thou art CHRIST, the fon of the living Gop;” « I will build my church,
and the gates of hell fhall not prevail againftit.” ~But this implies, that as
many as know this fammary of truth, as Peter did; fo view it in the fume
light, and are accordingly governed by it; are of the church, or body of
CurisT, and that no others are fo. Therefore thofe are faid to be of the
¢hurch of Gop, who are purchafed by the blood of Curist. 4&s xx. 28,
Hence alfo, Eph. i. 23. thofe who are firk flled by him with truth, and its
proper influence, become thereby the fullngfs ofhis body, which is the church.
Full to this purpofe is.1 Tiniii. 15. the church is « the pillar and groynd of
the truth.”  The church is made gy the truth believed; and the fame truth is
held np, and fhewed forth by herin its efficacies; and in her only amongft men
does it find a fure and fixed dwelling place. ' ;
2. Anp. of confequence, thofe who are of the church, heing made and
kept fo only by truth, muft be, in that point of view, one with the father and
the fon, as the father and the fon are with each other, juft-as the text {peaks,
Jobn xvii. 21.  So this union which takes place by trath, includes the facred
perfonalities, the whole church, and the holy book as chiradteriftic of both,
and the exprefs medium of all mutual communications. Jobn xvii. 22, 23.
The truth, therefore, is the glory which flows from Gon. to men, and which
CurisT has given to his charch, asin laft mentiened 22 v. And by which,
as made evident to the confcience of others, the world can’t but know, tha
‘he who gives this glory, is of Gop. z1 v. fup, %
3. But the natural confequence of thewhole is, that what was charade-
gittic. of him who was crucified, is fo alfo. of .all thefe who are crucified with
him; which is the peculiar cafe of all the members of his body the church.
-How then fhould the import of that mlerisorious crucifixion be feen, without
deeing alfo, the peculiar ftate, charaler, and divine connetion, of thofe, who
dn their place and meafure, ftand in the felf fame fort of light, as being of
the truth? But then we bave full licence to fay, that the difcerning the
:Logp’s body, in the text in queftion, can’t be underftood according’to the
bible, to have any .meaning which excludes a diftin& knowlege of the
charafter and conneion of thofe who'in truth have right to eat and drink
the facred {ymbols. . .
Quastion. Bathow'will this dete& the ugworthy eating -and drinkin:
Jqamed iq the text ? Avswsrl -
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" Answzr. We have feen how truth gives chara&terto him who was erucified
for finners; and to thofe, who in confequence of it, are crucjfed to them-
felves and the world, for his fake. On which, ’tis eafy to fee, (ﬁat for perfons

. to eat and drink the appointed memorials of that crucifixion 4nd its nnport,

. who are not of the truth, have not the fpirit of the truth; are not in the
views of the inflitution, or of the inflitutor ;. fo are not of the church, as the
body of CHRisT, muft be unqualified, 7. . unworthy communicants. “i'is
alfo juft as eafy to fee, that what conftitutes this unworthinef:, is, bein

« deftitute of the chara@er and fpirit of the communing family; the father aﬂﬁ
children ; the head and members of the church, or body of Curisr. Tis

-equally eafy, then to fee, that this unworthinefs confifts whoily in a perfon’s

- being fuch, in ftate and frame, as that he don’t fee the family, the father
and the children, as making the body; and fo eats and drinks unworthily,
becaufe he is ane, who not being “of the truth, don’t know, nor can’t fee,
what is the charaéter, ftate, and conne&tion of that body, which is compofed of
CHr1sT and his people. But there is another common perplexity in this text.

. QuesTion. Does the damnation then, which feen:s to be threatned to the
_unworthy receiver turn on this hinge, viz. that he don’t know who are
. ¢hriftians ? ' ) : D

Answer 1. Difcerning the body of CkrisT, na moreimplies what oftea
ftimulates the proud, {elf-righteous quarrels about knowing who are chritians,
than it implies the feeing of that body which was tortured at Gelgorba, at
every facrament.  The faviour did not fav it was adifcrimination of his fheep,
. that they knew every voice made by each other; but that they all knew Ais
woice, and are difpofed to follow it. And juft fo often, and fo far, as one
who is following that voice, can obferve another aéting on a like principle,
and dpurfuing the fame end; he will as naturally conceive delight; as appie-
hended likenefs terds to excite delight in many other cafts. And when
apprehenfions of the prefence, and influence of truth in anothcr, begets
delight, ’tis evidential of the love of Gob in him who conceives the delight,
juit as the text fays, ¢ we know we are paffed from death to life, becaufe we
love the brethren.” Bt the difcerning of the body of CHR1sT, here con-
tended for, is having fuch knowlege of truth, as, while it gives underttanding,
of the import of the death of CHRr1sT, it alfo at the time gives diftinct
_knowlege what the fubje&s of the kingdom of truth muft be, and how they
ftand diftinguifh’d from all the world; let who will be the perfons. And
this always mmplies complacent delight in all who appear to be fuch, without
_reftraint by any other circumftance by which they may differ. And'as this
. complacence among communicants, or any who appear to be of the truth,
yields mutual refrefhment to their minds, and they herein are a fweet favour
.to him, by whom they became fuch; fo in this love of the brethren, lies
- their fellowfhip with each other ; and by this they become ane bread. 1 Cor,
X 17, -

2. Aj to the damnation mention’d in this text, which has given occafion to

* numberlefs inventions, to fober down the bugbear to a confiltency with the
kingdom of falthced, and the comfortable gratification of the religious lufts
of its fubjeéis, there needs only to be faid, .

1. THaT every perfon in the world, not already poflefling falvation in the
truth, is intitled to damnation ; and by fo much the more, as his religious
.charalter and profeflions diftinguith him.

_ 2. Itisin general well known, among fuch, under the gofpel, that there

18 no way for their deliverance, bug that reprefented in the figns of the holy
facrament. 3. WHEN
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3 WaEn perfons with this thr.ef's in their confcxences, that there 1s o
way for their fAlthlon, but through the attonement there ﬁgured out; do yet
hold faft iniquity, and only ufe the facred figns, as a help and furtherance to
“the hoyes ‘they have already conceived; what is the implication of fuch
“conduct ? When their con{ciences mtnefs a difagreement with revealed truth ;

- and that condemnation lies agzintt all that are not of the truth; and yet
-they proceed to ufe the figns of that only faving truth in un«odlmc{&, and
.even as a quieting fur-port againft a [enfe q/‘tﬁsn unoodhnefs> Why the
lan'ruaue of this condud, in every fuch communicant is, < Iknow damnation
awaits m e, if Iam not delivered by the attonemert here reprefented ; but'l
car’t give up all: I can’t he all at mere mercy at prefent; the good Lorp fors
‘giveme, while 1 honour my profeffion before the peogle,’ an(’ put as favour-
able a conftru&tion as ever thou ean'ft on the thort comings of a poor creature ;*
and fo eats and drinks. The word, and his confcience tell him, thatall
befide the fulvation here reprefented is damnation; the fame word, 'amd
confciende witnefs plain enough, that he is befide it; yet he eats and dnﬂks.
Though he has'means enough of knowlege, that the judgment of Gob is -
aoa.m[t all who are not of the trath; yet though he is not of the truth, he
eats and drinks. And fuch muft hxs cafe continue to be, until his contempt
of the only falvation fthall ceafe to witnefs and feal his damnation.

T 4. Sin<E ‘the bible fuﬁxcxemly cxpl:zmc its awn words, fuch as pleafe, may
-confult Rom. ii. 2. with that context, where the word rendered damnation in
orinthiang, is rendered judgment, fuch as Gobp execatesagainft tranfgreflors.

- Ao in Rom. v. 16. it'is rendered judgmm', even that which is to condcm-

nation.

5. It will doubtleﬁ be allowed, that the fame thmg is meant by damnation
in the text before us, as is mednt by being ¢ gupilty of the bodv and blood
“of the Lonn,” inv.27. Now the Gre% word thexe, is mac/:o:, and the
“uofe of it in other places of feripture may be feen, in Mar#iii. 29. ¢ He that
fhall bia fphem" againit the holy ghoﬂ hath never forgivenefs, butis in danger
of eternal damuation.” ~ 8o ]’ame: ii. 10. ¢ Whofoever fhall keep the whole
law, and yetoffend in one point, is guiky of all.” Letany one judge what
1s the i import and yonfcquen"c, of being found gty of all. From thefe
remarks, it is evident enough, what every fubje@ of the dominien of falf-
‘hood muit eat and diink, when he eats the bread, and drinks the cup,
which are the memorials of the kingdom of trath, and appropriated to the
members of the body of Curist.

Anp fo we fee what is the diftinguithing charaer of fuch, all fuck,
and onlv fuch, as are of the church, or body of Curist; viz. they are

*fuch perfons, in whatever other chara&ter, or circumftances, as, by know-
‘lege, and influence of felfi confifting truth, are delivered from their natural
mconﬁﬂeut, and“abfurd dominion of fal{hood and are brought into a fate
‘of habitual and practical confiftency with Gop and all his perfe@tions,—with
“the fpirit, and example of the fon of Gon,—and fo with the bible ;—and
fuch charaters and relations, as Gop in his providence has placed them in.
8o the operations of truth difcover its nature, by begetting and maintaining
confiffency, juft as far, and as faft, as they are felt. Therefore, * in this the
children of Gop are manireft, and the children of the Devil; whofoever
doth not righteoufnefs, is notof Gopb ; neither he thatloveth not hxs brother.”

1 Jobniii. 1o0.

25. IT may then be determined peremptorily, that fuch fpecial ordinances
as derive their authority through the niew. teftament,  are proper fummaries Zf

rutop
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truth; and are appointed to memorialize all its contents. And fo are exprefs
five of all the faviour was of, and all he did; and of confequence, imply what
is the ftate of men without him; and the falvation thatis in him. And fo
are fignificantly diltinguifhed by the frequent fcriptural phrafe, ¢ the mew
sefament.” 1 Cor. xi. 25. Becaufe they are witnefling monuments of the
fcheme , which, though quite natural to zruth, and fo eternal; yet has been
by truth itfelf, in thefe laft days, made manifeft for {aving men, who can
"otherwife have no degree of hope. gth and 10th chap. of Heé. .

Question. Can any then, confiftently, be fuppofed to be fubjeéts of thefe
ordinances, who are not of the wrath; are not poflelled of the truth figured
_in thofe ordinances, by the only way of poflefling truth, in any cafe, via.
by believing it? Can it be confittent, for fuch as do not underitand, have sa
&nowlege of truth; but are of courfe heartily averfe to it, in every view; are
cordial fubje@ts of the dominion of fallhood; to be fuppofed the fubjeéts,
for whom ordinances, whofe o} defign is to memorialize truth, fhould be
intended by the inflitutor?

Answer 1. If the flate of men, to be memorialized by appointment of
natural felf-confiftency, is, as has been thewm, and as truth has every where
affirmed, a// deftitute of goodnefs, ftrength, and worthinefs of acceptance;
as unable to every divine purpafe, as an infant to natural ones; then ’tis
evident, that confillency itlfélf can’t be more confiftent than in appointing
one of thofe memorials for infants, as a conftant publick fpeaking example,
of the maral ftate of all men. In this view, when litle obildrem were
brought to him, whofe only bufinefs was to manifeft the mind of Gop, and
exprefs the whole of trath; Matt. xix. 13, &c. and when fome, who con-
ceived there could be none of thofe qualifications in infants which they
fuppofed needful, in order to benefit by CHr1sT, forbad them ; truth itfelf;
with all the authority of the univerfe, iflues an edi&, as unrepealable, as
his will, < fufer listle children, and forbid them wot to come unto me.” The
reafon, headds, ¢ for of fuch is the kingdom of beaven.” Intimating thereby,
that as all thofe, for whofe fake the kingdom of heaven is revealed, are as
helplef; to their own falvation, as thefe infants; fo infants are as neceffary a
fymbol, or fpeaking fign and reprefentation, as any fuch thing can be needful,
plainly to fhew to men what they dre, relative to acceptance with Gobp ; or,
to the work of perfec righteoufnefs. And fo the fame ordingnee is equally.

roper for all, of whatever age, who by truth are brought to fee all tbas,
m their own helplefs ftate, which infants are defigned to teach. And if it is.
objefted, that infants can be no otherwife of the trath, than adults; and fo
can no more than thefe, without holinefs, be confiftent fubjects of an ordi-
nance, whofe whole defign is to memorialize truth; it would be proper to
anfwer; let the difpute be commenced with him who made the ordinance,
appointed its import and its ufe in the church. ‘

YxT it may be faid, that as truth had ever but one thing in view immedi~
ately, viz. to make known its own original to finners, as the only poflible
means of their falvation ; fo its various diftates agree and meet, in this one
defign. And fo the dedication of infants being long aga exprefsly com=
“manded to. Abrabam, the great example of faith and obedience, is of equal
force to this day; having never been revoked: The form has been altered,

-not. the thing itfelf. For trath is the fame, and of the felf fame mind now;, -

as four thoufand years ago. So this leading act of publick religion, is
-il.!uﬂ:ated by many things. Children are our firft, and beft fruits, and are
+#ill to be publickly offered to Gop, on the;reafon of the moft andmt.P.recqz_

~
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of truth, of that tenor. They are the firft and beft theaf, of all the field of
our common enjoyments; which by original law whs to be waved, for a wave’
offering to the lord; and then, and not till then, was thereft ‘of the field to
be enjoyed. For, by waving the firft fheaf, the divine property in the whole'
field was acknowledged ; there was no holinefs in the firft fruits, or beft fheaf;’
any more than in the veflels of the fanftuary; except as they were openly:
avowed to be the lord’s. But every perfon who would be viewed as on the
lord’s fide, and fo of the truth, muft obferve and do his will, in all thefe
things. Trath never had but one kingdom, and of that'kingdom, the famé
trath has declared little children to be. And-as to know our moral ftate, is
neceffary, in order to falvation, for ¢ the whole need not a phyfician.” Sa
one of the two fymbolical fummaries of trath, in order to perfe& felf con-
fiftency, ought, in the fubje@, as well as its' purifying quality, to reprefent
s, juft as redemption views and finds us. *Tis doubtlefs effentially neceflary
that the party in whofe name and right, and by whofe means thefe fubjects
aré exhigited, thould be viewed as of the truth. For the .
- Second anfwer, is on all confiderations abfolute ; chriffian ordinances weré
made for chriftians. Inftitations which have nothing in them, but truth to be -
believed; were made for fuch as believe the truth of them. Confequently, all
fuch as really do fo believe, have right to them 5 and ’tis as evident no others can
have fuch right. Heb. x. 19.—~22. Herein, the natural confiftency of the
whole kingdom of truth appears. So the firft of thefe ordinances, are fof
.fuch adults as fee their fateof pollution and helplefnefs, properly reprefented
by fallen infants; and for the children of fuch adults; for the language of
trath is, 4&s ii. 38. 39. That the promife imported in this ordinance, is to
fuch; and to their children. And all thofe who underftand the ftate of men,
in refpe& of ability to make foms progrefs towards Gop, to be compleatly
reprefented by fallen infantss and thatin fuch view of them, the promife, of
good news of falvation, is proclaimed among them; and as it finds them in ity
propofes their deliverance from it; will be prepared to.acknowledge the
matter, meaning, and fubje® of this ordinance, juft as confiftent truth has
planned them. For fuch, being taught the truth asitisin Jesus, do alt
of them know, thatas the falvation reprefented in this ordinance, is as fuitable
and fufficient for their children, as it was for themfelves; fo the fign of it
mutft be as properly applied to them, when they are offered by helievers, asit
tould be applied to fuch believers themfelvess The other ordinance is for
nourithing life when it is begotten ; for no one can remember what he never
knew. Yet the lord’s fupperis the memorial of, and incentive to that divine
principle, which, in man, was {fupplanted. by hatred to every holy obje&t;
and which therefore can’t be commemorated, but by - thofe in whom “this
enmity has again been fuperceeded by the native principle of truth ; which
is love. 1 Jobniv. 7, &c. .
- 26. It muft then appear, that the only qualification for communion with
Gob, in any, and €very cafe, is truth; which only can make likenefs to
Gop, in conftience, fentiment, and love; and fo qualify for divine
fellowthip. 1 Jobn i. 3.—8. .
Where the truth is known, and fo of courfe becomes the objet of choice
and delight, it muft naturally form the foul and life into confiffency with Gob,
Juft as he is made manifeft by Jesus CurisT; and {0 as likenefs takes place,
fellowthip muft follow. 2 Cor. vi. 14.—~18. And by confequence, no one
tan have any communion with Gob, in-any cafe whatever, who has not
received the kingdom of truthh For ¢ what concord hath-CurisT with
Belial?” - 27, Just

|
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* 27."JusT fo evidently does it appear, what is the anly qualificatjon for
vifible communion; viz. afppcarance of truth. So that, juft fo far as any
perfon appears to be taught, and governed by trusb, as equally the character
of Goo, of Jesus CurisT, and the bible; jutt fo far is he qualified for
vifible communion. For ¢¢ whofcever tranfgreifeth, and abideth not in the
doGirine - of CHRisT, bath not GON.” ‘Therefore, it there come any unto
you, and bring not this do¢trine, receive him not. 2 Jobr 9. 10.” . The fame
therefore is the only ground of feriptural charity, 2 Johai.2. And as this
makes vifible likenefs in the church, {o it equally begers union in tne body.
So Jobn xvii. 17. 21. fpeaks thus; ¢ fanflity them through thy truth, thy
word is trath—that they all may be one.” &c.  So we fee there is the {elt-fame
reafon of union in the part of the church; which is yet militant; asin that
which is triamphant. For as-the appearance of truth; is the glory which
ChrisT puts on his people, fo he fays, * the glory which thou hait given
me, I have given them, that they may be one, even as we are one.”  Jchr
xvii. 22. And {o as was obferved hefore, trath is a character inclufive of the
divine nature of both parts of the church, viz. militant and triumphant, and
of the holy book, as containing in a perfect manner, the flory ot both Gop
and the church; and which therefore is the medium of all matual tranfattions
between the two. ,

8. IT now appears, what conftitutes morzl obligations; viz a fenfibility
of eonfcience about what is trurb, in any cafc; of, which is the fame thing s
it is confcience being feniible what is the mind of Gon in that cafe. Ftar
confcience mewer can pay any regard acall, in any cafe, to any thing, but its
own notion ef truth; or which is always the fame thing, its own feule of the
miad of Gop. Brates have evidently fome reafoning faculty, but they have
no confcience ; therefore no moral obligations. The work ot conference; is
to teflify about truth, or right, or the mind of Gop; and how its contrary
ftacds related to it, in natare and demerit.  Confequently, moral obligations
muft be equally extenfive, in ¢very view, with conlcioufnefs.  So we bnd the
bible, is an addrefs to confcience. 2 Car. iv. 2. ¢ By maniteitation of the
truth, commending onrfelves to every man's confeience, in the fight of Gon.””

29. But there can be nothing interred from the fubjeét thus illuftrated,
more evidently thansthe reafon of guilt and peace to men. For the former
muit be confcioufnefs of incondiltency with ingexible truth; and the latter of
cordial acquiefcence with it. Thercfore in the former cafe, no creature can
pacify ; in the lattcr none can dcﬂmy peace. In this view, the pfalmiit fays,
¢ great peace have they who love thy law, and nothing thall offend them.”
This ofens the reafon of hell and heaven. For in hell, there is not only
nothing to affwage a confcioufwefs of inconfiftency with the divine nature and
dominicn; butevery thing to increafe, fix, and perpetuate it; therefore truth
has faid, ¢¢ their worm dieth not.” But in heaven, there is nothing to give
difquiet ; but every-fatisfying and pacifick circamitanee which can exift there.
Therefore tears are wiped away, the wicked ceafe from troubling and the
weary are at reft, Of confequence, the prefent vifion of Gon, asperfection of
© truth, with agreeable or difagrecable confcioufnefs, muft make and maintain

- the nature and differenceof heaven and hell. . ‘ )

30. This opens the truth of the infinite privilege, of what is called & day

‘grace. It fhews alfo the incomprehenfible mercy of attonement mades;
ible given, and of all the works, and all the inftitutions of Gop. Since all
thefe meafures have been concerted, only to make the truth, or the nature and
will of Gop, manifeft to the confciences of men ; and according to the treat-
. v ’ - . HCRly
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“meint; which each perfon’s heart yields to thefe evident figns-and tokens of.
Gow, which conftantly attend him, the great judge is as conftantly taking,
trial of him for eternity. And fuch only, who in this time of trial, are
found to be brought into an hearty agreement, and acquiefcence. with - Goo, .
or truth, as made manifeft in the attonement, or work of CurisT; and fo.
with all his other meafures, for effeuating the defign-of that work, fhall -
have thejr love and joy perfefled and fixed, with unfailing and .growin
enjoyments forever and ever. While the crowds of thofe who always found.
means to. maintain their averfion and oppofition, to all thefe tokens of that.
loving kindmels which flows from the nature of eternal truth, fhall fill poflefs.
their owa averfions, in unavoidable vifion of the fame Gop, whom they.
always oppefed, which the bible calls ¢¢ unquenchable fire.” o,
" 31. Bur then, the moral flate, in which chriftianity finds every perfon,
in the warld, is the direct reverfe of truth. Itisa ftate of hearty inconfiftency,
with Gob, with the whole work of Curist, with the bible, and natural
diQates of conicience. In this view. of all men, the tender mercies of the,
truth provided redemption; and determifed: all his meafures of condu&
towards themt: So we fe¢ they are all exprefsly calculated to creaturep
thoroughly averfe to Gop, and their own intereit; <« I have called, and yg
refufed.” Prow. i. 30-=27. And fo find alfo, that the way of falvation for
men, always was, and always muft be heartily oppofed by every perfon in
the world; till the trath of it -takes poffeflion of bis heart, and makes it free.
Which whileit yields reafon of pity, patience, and much prayer toall, eithex -
publickly or privately engaged in the labours of the truth, with affuranc
that its purpofe thall fland. It alfo expefes to-open view, the ignorance an
deep enmity of all, in both publick and private life, who heastily try to fit
‘better charalter to.men, and make fome natural coalition between darknefs
and light; between Curist and Belial. . - B
~32. THER the firft degree of alteration, in any perfon’s moral Rate, is by
his being pofleffed of -truth; or by his receiving the knowlege of Gob.; by
aneans of which alone, converfion is wrought. ¢ Ye thall #zow the truth,
and the truth thall make you free.” JYobs viii. 32. -Which detefts numbery
lefs delufions.on which men rifque their eternal ftate, and fhews. that no aéts
of the fopl, no frames of the mind, no motions of affeftians, no terrors,

* fears, orreaching of defires, no purpofes, or performances of duty; be they

-ever fo many, or ever fo,good. can begin to effet the moral change.. : For 'tis
.oore impofiible that a fubje of the kingdom of falthood, fhould cantribute
to his own falvation, who hasnot a fufficiency for one good thaught; 2 Cor.

_ iii. g. than that one convi& of treafon, ‘fhould procure his difcharge, while his

-eftate and life are equally forfeited. On which feveral enquiries arife; as,
QuestioN 1. Does not this doftrine render ufelefs, if not finful, all
religious exhortations, duties, and ufe of means? How then can thefe be
-according to truth; though injoined in the bible ? o
Answer 1. The phrafe, means of grace, as meaning things of any fors,
as done, or attended on by us, by which to obtain favour and acceptance
with-Gop ; to prevail with Gop for fuch acceptance; or to furnith reafon
and motive forit; is not to be found, in either the expreflion, or meaning of
any ;text in thebible ; and fo may be confidered as a favourite expreflion,
only in the empire of falthood. The bil.e indged teaches, that beholdi
his glory, we are changed ; alfo that fuch glory can be feen, only in bible
truth ; which is the glafs in avbich we behold it. 2 Cor. iii. 18. Therefore,
¢ the truth fhal make you free.” é'\nd_’tis.oertain, from the nature il?f
, ! ¢
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the cale, and frém the wotd of Gob, that nothing elfe can pm&ude that
effe&®. .

* 2. THoucH obligations to all forts of duty, are, in their feveral cafes,
indifpenfably of force on the confcience; yet, as men naturally don’t view
themfelves inconfiftent with a// thefe obligations, which ’tis neceffary they
fhould, in order o falvation; becaufe the whole don’t need a phyfician ; and
becaufe, ’tis in fa& true, that in as dwells no good thing ; fo it is of great
neceffity for every one to know the relation he itands in to the original of all
thefe obligations; or to the precepts of the holy book. For, till we know
this, ‘as we find all duties of ufe in fociety; fo we fhall judge them to be of
fome anfwerable availance towards our acceptance with Gop, till we find the
contrary by experiment. But when we know, that what we fo-muth naturally
depend Gn as means of hope, are of no coniideration with Gob; except as
évidences of pride, and reafons for damnation; then, and never till them,
will the account of attonement, contaired in the bible, appear to be fufficient
of itfelf; by our being enabled to believe it, and fo of courfe to find refl, and
falvation in it.  Saul was always dlive in hope, by his duties, till in perform«
ing them, according to his views, he fourd he had never done one according
to the: commandment, then his hope died; but his foul found life from
another quarter.  Therefore he allowed the commandment good; but he was
wrong. Rom. vii. 7—14 -

QussTion 2. Bat how ean it be according to truth, for perfons to pe
faved in fuch a promifcueus maaner, without regard to charaéters, or worldly
circumftances ? _

Awswer 1. Such diftinionsamong men, as arife from the authority or
tuftoms of men, are exaétly of no account with Gob; nor can He, in con-
fitency with himfelf, pay any regard to them, in difpenfing the mercies of
falvation. Afs x. 34, 35. For he views men of all diftinttions in the fame

int of light; they are all alike included in the feriptural charaers of proud,
ignorant of Gop, enemies to the crofs of CHElsT, without hope, &c.
Nothing begins to make any agreeable difference among them, but receiving
that truth, in which is falvation.

2. OxnLy fuch perfons, among mien, as know, and heartily admit their
own charalters, as drawn in the word of truth, will ever believe the divine
account of compleat and certain falvation, by mere grate of Gop; and fo
with all theit firength, do honour to its original fonntain; which is the thing
the whole fcheme aims at, and wherewith Gop iswell pleafed. Heb. xiii. 15,
6. " And as the point which original truth is at, and can't but be at, is to
procure fuch honours to itfelf ; fo no ‘matter, who or what is the fubjeét, in
-othér refpe@s. No matter of what diftinftion; no matter of what nation he
is, who thus fears Gon, and anfwerably works righteoufnefs, as evidertial
of the truth of his divine.principle, he ¢ is accepteﬁ of him.” A& x. g5

QuisTioN 3. BuTis it not evidently inconfiftent with the natural freedom

-¢f the will, for it to be changed by mere power ? .
Answsr 1. Butif it is evidently an impoflibility in the nature of things,
“for any will of a finner to change itfelf ; then there remains only this choice
to be made, piz. to agree that it fhall be changed by the power of Goo; or
go unchanged to eternity. Now the will of one, who is altogether in a ftate
of fin, maft be altogether a finful will. But what modification can a will
:all finful, put itfelf into, which fhall be holy ? Or how fhall that which has
-no holinefs, begin to poffefs itfelf of holinels? Many who are not ufed to
thinking, would be quite willing %o fay of the will, in fuch cafe, that it m\‘{ﬂ
- S choofe
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shoofe to be holy, and thenit will be holy; for it mu/-be 4s it.choofes to bee.
But it may as eafily be faid, how can the will, which is already engroffed by
a finful choice make a holy one? Or how can it exercife what it has not got?
So from its nature it mu/# remain as it dbes choofe to be. Therefore they
who are without CHRr1sT, are without hdpe. Eph. ii. 12. ;
. 2. BuTt the will’s freedom really lies in ating according to choice; fo it
exercifes all its freedom in the way of finning, and has none to exeicife in any
other way. So if it is not delivered, by a power without itfelf, there can be
no poffibility of efcaping damnation. Bat if the power which changes it}
and gives it a new choice to att from, is inftantaneous, and fo can’t interrapt
its free action, then there can be no pretence of inconfiftency. _And that it is
fo, the nature of the cafe and the word of Gop determine.. For frf appre-
benfions, in all cafes, are inftantaneous. Every thing which moves « awilly
moves itinftantaneoully, be it more or lefs moved. So our willsare changed
by the will of Gob, making ufe of itruth,; the inflnence n all cafes is inftan-
taneous ; for it always moves choice or averfion in all cafes, the inftant of its
apprehenfion. Fem.i. 18. Fobu xv. 24, laft claufe. * 5 ;
33. From all that has been faid, there arifes to. view, a very natural
nzafon for feveral obfervable occurrences, among profeflars of chriftianity.
RS, : g
1. We may fay with freedom, that the veafon why the churches in general
confift of fo many members, who are ignérant of Gab, of the chriftian
attonement, of converiion, and fan&ification, and do accordingly fhew their
difgutt at fuch plain truths as Cur1st and his apoftles preacied, and fligma-
tize the preachers of fuch traths with marks of reproach ;. I fay the realon of
this remark, fo generally to be made, mpft be ignorance of truth, as the
charaler of Gobp, of the work of CHr1sT, ofthe bible, and {o of the church
“or body of Craist, as born of .that truth, believed, built upon it, and
living by it; and the ignorance which produces the things above rgmarked,
muflt be charged on thofe perfons who were employed in conduéting fuch
members into communion. For if they knew fuch truth, and were tiemfelves
accordingly governed by it, they could not find approbation,, fatisfying agree-
ment, and fellowthip with fuch as do not difcover any fcriptural evidence of
.kike acquaintance withit; and fo for fake of truth, would be jealous of incor-
poratiag traitors in the body of Carist; for, z Cor. vi. 14, 15. fays,
«. what fellowfhip hath righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs; qr what commu-
pion hath light with darknefs >—or what part hath he that believeth, meta
gpiffax, with an unbeliever ?” Therefore in the {ame paflage, the apottle
forbids believers to be. yoked with unbelievers;. and evidently enough therein
points at charch-fellowthip. But by reafon of amazing corruption in thefe
_ affairs of the houfe of Gob, they who find their comfort in divine truth, are
led to. join themourning' prophet, Feremiab 23 chap. And to fay with the
evangelical one, //a. iii, 12. * O my people, they which lead thee,” viz. in
matters of religion, ¢ caufe.thee to.err, and deftroy the way of thy paths.”.
. 2. ToovoH it can never be expeited, that men in this prefent- flate,
_bowever experienced in the truth, fhould in every point agree in fentiment,
which will always call forth, the exercife of hegevolence, and love for the truth
fake that is in them, along with their other various peculiar notions of lefs
importance. Yet infallible truth.has fecured concurrence, exat concurrence
of fentiment’in the main point, efpecially among teachers, viz. in viewing
. and preaching CHRIST, as the ﬁIE and fufficient relief for finnersy and that
-in his merit alone, s eyerlafing falvation; which is called their feeing eye to
: , : eye.

~
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¢ye. Ifa. li. 8. 8o the fingle point wherein they fhall be united, is, that
Jesus Curist is the truth, refpelting Gop, whom he compleatly revealed,
and made manifeft; and ¢be truth, refpe@ing men, whofe charatter and fate,
as helplefs and hopelefs, he afcertained inconteftibly ; ¢be truth alfo, as exhi-
biting the only and moft perfe& medium, by which thof> of them who
believe, and fo become pofiefied of truth, as chara&erittic of him, fl:ll infal
libly live forever. And fo this ftands for the fole article of union and unifor-
mity in the church, at her beft eftate. The grand article of chiiflian agree-
ment, in which the people of Gop fhall fee eye to eye, is ¢ the Lorp our
.vighteoufnefs,” as the only medium of acceptance, and fo of faivation; to the
exprefs exclufion of every other confideration.

3. Wk fee a common teafon of religious diffentions, and queralous debates
among thofc who hold the bible for their religious fyftem, viz. ignorance of
felf-confiting truth. For as knowlege of it, alavays meceflarily fixes every
one’s nation of what is effential in religion, and fo makes agrcement and
love; fo the want of fuch knowlege, leaves perfuns ignorant of the only
mean of acceptance; the only evidence of likenels and partnerfhip in one
common caufe; and fo of the only incertive to mutual love, inviclable by
every other power. Want of knowlege in the fame cafe, neceflarily induces
eve? perfon to fubftitute fomethirg elfe, asa mean of acceptance, evidence
of divine rights, and reafon of love, and fo of obedierce: and every one
muft from the nature of the cafe, as matter of eternal importance, hold what
he fo fubftitates inftead of the truth, to be effential in s fyitem. Now as
_men’s fentiments, or religions comglexions, are naturaily as various as their
features; fo the fubftituted effentials, muft be about as numerous as the '
perfon’s fubftituting ; and about as different as the lines of their faces. Every
one alfo obliged to fupport his own fubftituted eflential as the pillar, and
reafon of hiseternal hopes. So every one’s religion, muft make him quarret
- for it, with zeal exaltly proportioned to the firength of his hope. And as
every one’s fubftituted effential, fiils his eye, and engages all his zeal; fo
every one muft in exact proportion to his religion be ﬁlleg with felf-love, ard
hatred of his brother. Exadtly from this point, arife all thofe religions
averfions, oppofitions, perfecutions, envies, and evil fpeakings, which felfs

fufficient truth alone can prevent, and which it exprefsly forbids, and natu-
rally fets afide. 1 Peter ii, 1, 2, &c. )
~_ 34. WE next fee a reafon why the word of Gop, as the only compleat
defcription of truth, that ever can reach any of our fenfes, has fo little
. influence on mankind; and why it has no place in any perfon at all, till the
ftrong man armed is difpoffeffed by it; and why it muft till that, be oppofed
in one way or other without exception, by every one of mankind; viz,
becaufe no one knows it; no one underftands it; and fo no one can believeit;
for none can believe what he does not know, or khow what he does not
underftand. So when he who was trath itfelf, would defcribe and diftinguith
thofe who are of the truth, hefays, Mart. xiii. 23. He that received feed inta
g:d tiround,. is he that heareth the word, and underfandeth it, and fo
reth fruit. This opens to our view, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 15. Pfuckicos, the
fgu]ly man, or the'man who is governed by his own heart, and the imagina-
tions of it; inftead of truth, he receiveth not the things of the fpirit of Gob,
for they are foolithnefs to him, he don’t underftand them; he apprehends
‘ god reafon in what he fubftitutes inftead of tbe #rarh, in matters of-religion 3
he lholds to that, and rejets the truth, as feing no confiftency, reafon-
ablenefs, or- beauty in it, -that it fhoyld be deﬁmi- Whereas 'Pmmatf;;.r,
‘ . c
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the fpiritnal man, is farnifhed to judge of bath, having himfelf been in the
former ftate, and by light of truth_learned the natureand danger of it ; and
being delivered from the dark and blind delufions of it, has found life and
liberty to his foul in the truth, fo is judge of both, To this purpofe the Loz
himfelf {peaks, Fohm xviii. 37. ¢ every one that is of the truth, heareth my
voice,” i. ¢, underitandeth the word of the kingdom, is prepared to attend to
it, and receive it; whereasevery other perfon in hearing of the gofpel, bein
on another plan for acceptance with Gop, and having already {ubftituted the
fuppofed neceflary means for it, receives not the plan the gofpel exhibits;
and_in proportion as it is urged on him, muft have his foreign attachments
and views irritated, rifingin the fame proportion towards the height of oppo-
fition and moral malice, until the native power of ‘truth break down the
ftrength of pride within him, by knowledge of itfelf, asitis in Jesus, '

35. I the light of what was remarked concerning truth, in the two laft

inferrences, we may clearly underftand, Ma#. x. 39. ¢ He that findeth his . ,

life, thall lofe #t;” j. ¢. He who devifeth any manner of way to hope for
falvation, and foto get a little prefent comfort to his uneafy confcience, fhail
as furely lofe his hope, and all the comfort arifing from it, as he devifed it}
or as he took comfort in it; or as it was devifed and nfed in oppofition to, and
contempt of, the plan which trath exhibits for hope and comfort to finners.
- The fame paflage of fcri_p’tm-g. alfo aflures us, that ¢ He who lofeth his life,
fhall find it.® Thatis, he who from aknewledge of the alone fufficiency of
truth, -to give hope and comfort to a guilty confcience, lofeth, moft gladly
lofeth, all that, which before gave him hope and comfort, and fo was his life;
fha'l afluredly find both hope and confolation, fuch as rifeth from experience
of infallible truth, and which therefore fhall be eternal.  And fo we find that
truth is the hinge of all real hope, foul reft, and falvation, to fuch as have
knowledge of it; and is the reafon of prefent guilt, and eternal hell, to all
who find their habitval pleafurebefide it.
36. Axp fo we fee the only medium of communion between Gop, and
fome among tranfgreflors ; it is divine truth. For only by trath, is Gop
expreiled to men ; and only as it is underftood can we Know Genpn, only by
its own proper influence cag we be like him; fo only truth is the medium of
all divine communion. Hence it appears, that there can beno divine fellow-
fhip for fuch, as not underftanding and fo not believing divine truth, or the
‘ftory of Gop, as contained in the bible, are not poflefled of it, or governed
by it; are not of the truth. In the fame view it alfo appears, that no perfon
‘has more communion, or fellowthip with Gop, than he has of the trath, in
his underflanding and alual knowledge. This thews the reafon of the im-
portance of faith, which is our poffeflion of the truth. Eph. iii. 17. 18. 19.
This alfo thews the reafon of the pecaliar freedoms, which evidently take place
between Gob and thofe who are of the truth; for they are juft fo far partakets
of the divine natare. From this arifes every divine qualification and chara&ter
afcribed to men in the bible; and on this depends every divine enjoyment in
this life, and that which is to come. Indeed truth, as chara&eriflic of Goo,
. and of all that was done by CurisT in the fleth, and fo as farnifhing the
revealed hiftory of Gop, is the only medium of free communion, or com-
fortable fellowthip among men. Eph. ii. 14. 17. 18. For the fame which
makes peace, union, and fellowthip with Gop, produces the fame effe@s
among thofe who are fubjefts of it. Here we may remark, '
" 1. AvrL charity both to Gop and man, arifes from pofieflion, and fo from
genuine influence of truth 5 fecond epiftle of. Jvbn, - And there can be noneto
either, from any other caufe. ‘ - 2. THIRE
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-2, TuErz appears a natural reafon, why faith fhould always work
by love, and never by any thing elfe; viz. becaufeas foon as truth is believed,
or a perfon is poflefled of its reality, he not only perceives the amiable excel-
Jencies of divine obje@s believed, but by the poffeflion and influence of them,,
heis made likethem; and fo love and delight arife as frcely, yea, as nece-
farily, as any effectin nature, 2 Jobn i. 2,

3. THEN fuch as do not fo delight in the truth, are as much fallen to the.

love of man, as they he to the love of Gop; and are as deeply, and from the

_ fame original poficiled of enuy to men, as of ewmity to Gon. Thefe are the
principles of all human life, till belicfof truth gives birth to love in its two.
branches, viz. to Gon and man; and then the two natural principles are juit
fo far fupplanted. 8o the charity which arifes in knowledge of truth, is
equally the cure of enmity and envy; and alike takes place of them as to its
own two objects, OUn thefe two hang all the law, andall the prophets.
Mare. xxii. 40.

4. WE may next fee eafy light on fome pafiages, in Heb. vi. 4 —6. and
Heb. x. 26, 27. commonly underftaod of the unpardonable fin. To which
purpole obferve; .

1. THat as Jesus CurisT was indeed GOP maniftfed, in human
nature ; and as his defign was to make fuch manifetation compleat ; fo the

fummary and teft of faith, in him is exprefled in thefe words,—¢¢ If ye believe

not that Jam be, ye thall die in your fins.® Fobn viik 24, .

2. THaT accordingly all his difcourfes, and miraculous werks were, with
infinite wifdom, and perfect pertinency and propriety, calculated to give evi-
dence to the confciences of all men; that he was what he claimed to be, rhe
Cbrif}, the fon of Gon, and fo to communicate infailibly to natural confcience,
the evidence of faith in that cafe; that all who are made acquaisted with thefe
credentials may be {clf-condemned, for rejecting a known way of falvation,
if after fuch light about CrrisT, as the divine Saviour, they ftill are. found,
not to believe to fin&ification, and the faving of their fouls,

3. THar thefe evidences do always fupport to natural confcience, that he.
is the only Sawiour of finners. So that the natural confcience of all who hear.
the gofpel ftory, fhall always know there is falvation by him, and confequently
that there can be none in any other way or name. Therefore, Fobn x.37,,
&c. gives us this view of his difcourfe with the Jews, who fought to kill him,
viz. if I dofuch works as in their own navure prove all my higheft pretenfions,
though ye will not believe me, in my verbal affertions, yet believe.what my,
works evidence to you, for they alone are fuflicient to make even, you. who,
hate me, know and believe that the father is in me, and kin him. That is,_
they aloae, if you will fuffer yourfelves to attend to them, ave fufficient to,
make you know and believe, that Iam indeed be who was to come; the true.
CHRrisT.

4. Tuar all perfons have a natural ability to attend, or not, to the evi-.
dence they are confcious of in moral affairs, juft as in ‘thofe of a natural
‘kind. Or men can naturally attend to the difates of their own confcience,
about divine matters, as well as thofe which concern their condu& among
men. This is obvious to common fenfe. *T'is evident, the natural effe&t of
fuch attention to the evidence of confcience about divine matters, would be
a proportionably greater fenfe of guilt and danger; and apprehenfions of it
are a common reafon why fuch attention is no more given; but men may
attend to any dictate of their own confcience, as they pleafe; and when by
fuch attention, they, like the prodigal, are come to themfelves; theytbwill
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then, as he, be glad to underftand by the fpecial light, and powerful teach.
ing of truth; that the truth, which their confcience witneffed of, is the’
bread of heaven. That there is falvation in the fame truth, concerning
which their confcience bore witnefs. As ¢onfcience diftinguithes men from
brutes; foitis the immediate objeft of addrefs ip the name of Gop. By
‘wmanifeflation of the truth, fays the apoftle, commending our felves to every
man’s confcience. 2 Cor. iv, 2. ) o

5. SucH as do reject the evidence by which CurisT is proved to be the
enly Saviour; and. fo fin wilfully after they have received fuch evidence;
which, with refpe& to fuch evidence, tan only bein rejeting it,—as to do
right inrefpe& of it, isto receive or believe it; fuch I fay, jult as far as they’
:’?c&, or refift and oppofe fuch evidence, do manifeftly put themfelves out
of pofiible reach of ‘falvation; and this muft be juft as plain, as that there is
no other way of falvation, than that the evidence of which they refufe.

6. SucH refufers therefore are the adwerfaries, upenantious, who inwardly
and refolvedly refift the knowlege of truth, which they have received. Heb.'
x. 27. For whom ‘thefefore nothing remains but fiery indignation$ becaufe
there can be no other {alvation than that of which, in a determined manrner,
they refufe the plain intimations. Of courfe, ’tis eafy to fee, that there is
not fo great diference, as is often fuppofed, between the cafe of thofe who
perith by what is called the unpardonable fin, and thofe under the gofpel
who are fuppofed to perith by other means. On which, one might only afk,
do any pertth under the gofpel, who believe to fan&ification, the evidence of
‘the only poffible falvation, exhibited to their confciences in the new teftament ?
Surely not.  Again; is. there any one who peritheth from under clear gofpel
advantages, but only in confequence of conftant fixed oppofition to the evi-
dence of his -own confcience about the only faving defigns of the gofpel ?
What can the perithing of fuch be afcribed to, if not to a conftant oppofition
to the way of falvation, ‘as revealed in the bible ; to the knowledge of natural
confcience ! Let no man fay, when he is tempted, that he is tempted of Gob,
but that againft light and knowledge, in his own confcience, he of choice
confents to be drawn away and enticed. In this light the apoftle proceeds to
illuftrate what is called the unpardonable fin, in the foregoing verfes, by
thewing 2gth verfe of this xth. of Heb. what is the cafe of all who perith
from under the light of the gofpel; and fays, ¢ of how much forer punith-
'ment,” than what finners reccived, who perithed from under the firft
covenant, ¢ fuppofe ye” that fuch as perifh, muft receive now, ¢ who have
trodden under foot the fon of Gop; and counted the blood of the covenant”
by fhedding which, that fon of Gop * was fanétified, an unholx thing,” and
fo have done defpite to the fpiritof grace?” ,

7. ANY one who confiders what bible truthis; and what do&rine it con-
tains, about fin, death, and deliverance by the.blood of a faviour; and how
confcience muft be affeCted, with evidence of fuch things; and that fuch
impreflions on the confcience, can only be made by the {pirit, which is in
that truth; may find an eafy fenfe to all the pafiazes ahout being enlightened,
and tafting, of feeling, and perceiving the heavenly gift, /.. having light in
the confcience, . about deliverance come down from heaven, for fuch as are
guilty. Heb. vi. 4. &c. And may find them abundantly fulfilled in the
operations of truth, on the natural confcience, Now faith the apofile, if
fuch fhall fall away, it isimpoflible to renew them again to repentance.

1. BEcause their confcience has had evidence, that there is falvation for
fuch as they, in what CurisT has done ;. they have been enlightencd to that

purpofe.- 2 Because
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4. Brtause their confcience has perceived plainly, by evidence of truthy
that fuch falvation was finithed, amr offered freely; they have tafted thé
heavenly gift. o ,

3. BEcause their confcience has felt the influence of truth, .convincing
them of the fufficiency and frecnefs of the falvation wrought by CHrisw,
and witneffed of in the bible; which influence was made by the {pirit, which
is in that truth ; and fo they have partook of the holy ghott. .

AN as the holy ghoit made this influcnce by the word of truth, teflifying
the merciful defign of redemption, fo they have tafled the good word of Gona

§. AND as all this was citecied on their conicience enurely by divine.
power, fo herein they have felt the powers of the world te coize. .
6. Becausk, as the greck word for falling away, whichis parapefontas,
Sgnifies to fall headlong, and is of the fime import as the word ufed for the,
firft fall, by rufhing againft light, to eat the forbidden fruits fo it implies
oaly a little more of the fame kind, which is found in all who oppofe the
evidence of the faving truth under the gofpel.

7. Becausk, as there is no other mean of repentance, than this trath,
the light and evidence of which, the confcicnce forepels; fo this being deter-
mined againft, fhuts the only poflible door of repentance.

Thris lays epen to view Luke xii. 10. as faying, whofcever fhall talk againft
CHRrisT, it may be pardoned, as proceeding from ignorance, the confciencé
wot having diftin& evidence cf him at that time, as the oxly and ccrtain Savi-
ouwr of the wicked. But whofoever, having fuch evidence of the truth in his
confcience, indalges his natural hatred of it, to a contemptuous puth againft
it, and exclufion of it, as what embitters his enjoyments, interrupts his joysy
and is the provoking trouble of his confcience, does truly blafpheme the holy

oft, who is the author of this fenfible evidence of truth; and fo does as to

imfelf crucify and put to death the fon of Gobp in the court of his own heart;
and make an example of him, as we fay in reproach of one who provokes
ws; whichis rendered puhing him to fhame.

A fo this whole affair about the unpardonable fin, is reprefented, Heb. vi,

Z. 8. by a fimilitude taken from the earth, which reccives rain in common,
ut fome fpots are made to bring forth wholefome food ; other fpots from
reafons within themfelves, will only fo much the readier bring forth thorns
and briars ; and therefore muft be rejetted, curfed, and burned. '

This whole affair is alfé reprefented do&rinally, by the parable of the
fower, in Luke viii. and pradtically by the different treatment, which the fame

‘truth met with from chrijlians and jews, when Gob was manifeft in our’

fleth.  And confequently is atted over in fa&, by all who have the gofpel
now. ‘ :
37. WE learn from the whele, the oxly reafon, and unfailing certainty of
.chriftian perfeverance ; it entirely confifts in truth, being engaged for that
purpofe. Gop made manifeft to the guilty in what CarisTdid, which muft
.mply belief, in the fenfe of the bible, is the otly poflible means of converfion
of a finner; and he whofe true charatter is God made manifeft, has faid, of
fuch, < 1bey fballnever perifp.” Jobhn x. 28. Andashe faid, reipe&ing Peter’s
.confeffion of him, ¢ on this rock will I build my church;” fo chriftians Inay
fay in the belief of this his own averment, concerning them ; on this impreg-
pable rock is built the infallibility of our everlafing hope ; which gives
occafion to remark a few things. : .
1. TrRuTH’s engagements for the eternal prefervation of its fubje&s, capnot
in confftency with itfelf, hold any involuntarily, or influence them a:hﬁene
MACHIRES
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Jfnachines; for though of his own will he begat them, which muft be. fo; if
truth i the begetter; yet as to progreflion, they being now made alive, hé
woiks in them daily to will, and fo to do. So he has none but a willing
people.. And thisinfluence on the will, being from him, is fo far from fixin
the vy'gar notion of mechanifm in this cafe, as that tis certain, every willo!
ail men moved to good, ‘muit be tutally from that only caufe, inafmuch as
it is obvioufly a felf-contradi&ion, to fuppofe the will of any miafi, in any
cafe, to be its own mover; fince it can’t but imply, that the will in that cafe
always moves, before it begins to move. For if the will is fuppofed to move
- upon defign, or in confequence of choice, then it muft defign or choofe, ift
order to move; but.for the will to defign, or choofe to move, is an a& or
motion of the willj fo it muft move, before it begins to move. Therefore
no feif-determining power in the will of man. . .
2/.HE who moves his people to will, and to do, isabfolute Lorp of all
things; and as to fave finners with an everlafting filvation; and fo effe@uatp
the will of his father, or the good pleafure of truth, is his grand defign ; fo
as {urely as abfolute lordfhip can always do its will; and as infallibility can’t
be difappointed ; fo furely all his onZs, all his words, all his worlds, are as
much and as infallibly in every view, made fubfervient to this one immediate
defign, as the deity can be fixed in his governing view. So hé is wniver/al
tonfifiency. . Inthis view we fhould always read, < it is your father’s good plea~
fure to give you the kingdom, and ¢ my council fhall ftand, and I will do
all my pleafure,” ¢ none fhall ever pluck them out of my hand,” ¢ all things
are yours,” and “ ali things work tegether for good, to them that love Gop.”
3. Ir it fhould be faid, that faith of divine truth, is allowed to devils; and
it has been faid on this fubje@®; that wicked men do believe; and indeed one
may be aliowed as well as the other’; the faith of both being of the fame fori:
differing only as the degree of their light and. knowlege differs; in whic
refpet, the father of lies exceeds, vaftly exceedsall bis children ; but in what
then does faving faith differ from theirs? ’ ‘ N

Answer 1. Their faith is natural, and confifts on}y ‘of the diftates of
natural confcience, enlightened by revelation; whereas faving faith; confiffs
all of thingsrevealed. Heb.xi. 1.. Even of the heathen the apofile fays, the
knew Gob, tho’ they glorified him notas Gop. Rom.i.z1. Butbythe gofpel,
men ace exalted to heaven; and yet are thereby naturally only expofed to 2

roportionably more dreadful hell; for they who know the mafter’s will, and
do it not, fhall be beaten with many ftripes.

2. THEeir natural faith, even in cafes where it receives much advantage
from the fcriptures, as in all unconverted perfons under the gofpel, is flill
employed only about things known to natural confcience; whereas true faith
efpecially confifts of fuch things in the divine hiftory, as natural confcience
has no knowlege of : As moral beauty; *or the amiablenefs of divine objects:
The pleafure of fubje@ion toinflexible fovereignty : Seeing with delight, thatin
us dwells no good thing, and knowing that a// fullrefs is in Curist: Se'nﬁbie
pofleffion of the white-ftone with a new name: Evidence of an anchor within
the vail, &c. As natural confcience in no cafe has any knowlege of thefe, fo
thefe conftitute the difference between the taith of unfan&ified men, and of
devils, on. one fide; and the faith of chriftians on the other. Hence two
things arife to view; viz. - v L

1. THx univerfal reafon of falfe hopes; which is, perfons judging of their
moral ftate, by what their natural confciences know of bible things. Men fiid
they know, and do many things,thich are according to the %@blc, as th:;i‘_

' naty
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natnral confciences view the bible in thofe cafes. And the fame confcienices
teftify thefe things are certainly right and good; fo in that proportion exatly
Rhey are rich, and encreafed in 5. ,

_2. A~ univerfal rule for felf-examination’; viz. that enquiry fhould bealways
made, in examining our moral flate, not whether we have fuch knowlege or
experietice, as natural confcience has commonly of bible things, or fuch prac-
gice as may arife therefrom;_for this is the ‘common mean of religious delu-
fion: But whether we know fuch bible things, as natural confcience never can
know ; fome of which have been mentioned above; and whether our manners
are fuch as the bible affures us will always arife from fuch knowlege. The
command therefore is, ¢ let every man prove his own work, and then fhall
he have rejoicing in himfelf alone,” and fot in the good efteem which he
thinke is had of him, either in heaven or earth. Gal. vi. 3.’

3. THx1r natural faith never works by love; and fo never makes holinefs ;
whereas chriftian faith never works otherwife; it never fail< of as much lavé,
@s there is belief of the truth asin JEsus; or of as much holinefs, as of ¢ither.
And fo thefe two forts of faith are enough diftinguithable. ] ‘
 38. Bur if truth is chara&eriftic of the divine kingdom; andif the defign
of that kingdom is to make known, and maintain univerfally and forever, its
own uniformity, and perfet confiftency, then the fubjects of that kingdom
are immortal. Whatever reafons determine the divine council, and give %eing
Yo the Kingdom of truth, the fame reafons, with equal ferce, muit take place,
to prove the eternity of that kingdom; for there can be no thadow of turning
with-Gop. So whatever reafons determine the defign of that kingdom as to
men, mauftequally prove them immortally fubje@s of it; and that « this mortal
muft put on immortality.” 1 Cor.xv. §3. Which brings feveral things to
‘view ; as,

1. TrEN the nature of the kingdom of truth is invariably the fame from
eternity to eternity. Goo is the fame from everlaiting to everlafting ; and the
fon of Gob fays, I and my father are one; therefore of his kingdom there
can be noend. Dan. vii. 14. , .

2. THEN truth as delineated in the {criptures, and explained in the new-
teftament, is in every pojnt, of equally binding force now, as when it firft

‘ame the ftandard for fuith 2nd pra@tice. Heavenand earth may pafs away,
but the words of truth fhall not pafs away ; they have no alteration. La. xxi. 33.

“Therefore he who receiveth not thefe words of truth, rejeéteth CurisT, and
_fhall be accordingly judged in the laft day. Fobx xii. 48.
3. THEN the nature of all men is fuch, that tho’ heaven and earth ceafe in
“the prefent vifible ftate of them, they cannot ceafe; there can be no end to
human nature. 'The whole prefent world is nothing for duration, to each
perfon who lives upon it., *Tis not in the will of Gop, norin the power of
all creation, to putan end to any one perfon’s exiftence. Each perfon in' the
world, godly or wicked; friend or foe, old or young, will continue in being
as long as angels, as long as being lafts, i. . forever. There can be no end
to any perfon. For men muft continue as Jong as the kingdom of which they
- are fubjects. Therefore expreflions importing endlefs exiftence, are ufed of
men throughout the bible. . t
4. Tren, though ’tis appointed to all men once to die; yet there is no
_appointment, nor can beany, to bring them to an end. Death is only the end
of prefence, not of exiftence, to any perfon atall.
. 5. TuEN a future flate of exiftence is juft as evident, as that thereis a
kingdom of truth, or that men are fubjected to its laws. -~ 6 T )
’ : , ' . TREN
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€. Tuzn as certainly as men are not all conformed tp thofe laws, and pare
takers ef the tryth, to the faving purpofes of its kingdom; juft fo certain i
the dotrine of future rewards a_ncf punithments; by which thofe who are o;
the truth, fhall be glorified for ever, while the reft endure unquenchable fire,

7. THEN we fee the reafon of the difference of fuch future retributions,
- wiz. Not barely that the fubje@s were in a _fate of truth, or of falthood ; but
thatthey have deliberately found their delight in the one or the other, Love
or delight, is what gives charater to the children of truth, and the children
of falthood, Every perfonis, as he finds delight. He who finds his pleafure
in the trath, is'of the trath; and he who finds his pleafure in falthood, is a
¢hild of falthood; and this neverthelefs for his way of falthood bearing 3
high refemblance to the way of holinefs. For we muft'not love in word, or
in tongue, butin dsed, and ia fruth; and hereby we know that we are of the.
truth, and thall affure our hearts before him. 1 Fobriii, 18, 19. Bat whofo-
ever loveth, and maketh a lie, fhall not enter the heavenly city. Rev. xxii.
34 15. :
H 39.S,Bxg'r then, on the whole, there muft be a refurre@ion; and that refar-
reftion muft be univerfal.  For 'tis obvious, that truth and confifténcy do not,
cannot perfetly take place in shis ftate of things; and ’tis asevident, that they
can’t in any other ftate without a refurre&tiog. And of courfe, whatfoever
injuries, or. inequalitigs take place in this prefent ftate of things, which is
evidently imperfe&, they fhall be recompenced at the refurretion, Luke xiv.14,
and fet in order when the Lord.returns.  And as this will naturally require the
aétual compleat prefence of all individuals, who were ever fubjected to the laws
of the kingdom of truth; fo truth has aflured all¥nen, that even though they
are in their graves, or ih the depths of the fea, oy wherever, they fhall come
forth, thofe who have done good, unmto the refurreftion of life; and thofe
who have done evil, 0 the refurrection of damnation. Jobx v. 29. On
which obferve, R '

1. THAT as felf confiftent truth isalike prefent every where; and as every
particle of ‘matter is dire&tly before the eyes of, that truth; {o frem the nature
of the cafe, it is impofiible that divine power fhould be at any lofs to find the

fame bodies which died, whatever changes thefe bodies pafs thro® after death, .

and before.the refurretion; if he defigns the raifed body thall confift of the
fame particles of matter. And as he can be at nq lofs where they be, having
been eye witnefs of their places, changes, and ufes, every moment fince the
death of the numberlefs bodies they compofed; fo he can be at no lofs how to

_briag them together. He who by a word, can make the earth and fea give yp
their dead; can by the fame means, with equal eafe, make the parts neceflary
to conflitute the fame body, affemble each’to other, throughout the whole
globe, inftantly to. compofe the rifing bod!. Why therefore thould any think
it a thing impoffible for Gob to raife the dead ? A&sxxvi. 8.

2. BuT as every human body continuing a number of years in this life, fhifts
and changes its conftituting parts; as is evident not only by the quantities of
aliment received, and the numérous very different difcharges made, efpecially
that by perfpiration ; but by the vifible alterations of countenance, fize and
thapes, and various ftages of life: So any of thofe fetts of particles, as truly
may conflitute the fame body in the refurretion, as it did in its ewn flage of
life. But,

3. Way all thefe inventions, fince truth, both in word and fa®, has made
the whole affair plain enough. 1 Cor. xv. 3§, and onward to 49. The que-
ftion is propofed ; ** how are the dead rai 3.” or ¢ with what body do thc:’y'

come ™,
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come?” And inftantly charges the queftion to the account of. ftupid igrorance,
ip the following manner; viz. Thou fool! Does not the fame grain of wheat
which thou foweft, fpring up and grow ? Yet that which grows, is a very
different thing from the grain which was fowed; and to produce fuch growth, the
prain which was fowed muft die. So in the refurretion, the fame bodv which
ied fhall rife, although it fhall have very different qualities, ¢ it was fown a
atural body, it thall be raifed a fpiritual body, &c.” ~ All this is alfo illuirrzed
gy the body of CurisT, before and after his refurretion ; orin a more it:iking
pointof light, by the body of the firft Adam, whofe ?]ualitics we now poflefs ti
and by that of CurisT after his refurreétion, like which the raifzd bodies o
his people fhall be.” So that ’tis as eafy te know what body fhallyife, asto
know with what body Christ arofe, who was the firf} fiuit of them who
fleep. 1 Cor.xv. 20. ' o ‘ '
40. But'then, in ordér that the rights of truth fhould be vindicated, and
perfe& and univerfal confiftency take place, there muit be a general judgment:
A refurrection is of neceflity, in order to a univerfal adjuftment, which ’tis
evident is not obtained in' the prefent ftate; and which ’tis as evident muit
take place, in a kingdom, whofe chara&erittic is natural felf-confiftency. Buf
a refurreion only furnifhes attendants on that grand {nal court of righteouf-
nefs; the only immediate reafon for a refurreiion, is, to open the way for
the following judgment. Concerning the Jaft julgment, truth has given us 4
moft circumftantial account, in the divine hiftory; as that all men, beth”
living and dead, fhall be brought before that judoment feat, 2 Tim. iv, 17
‘and not only their open copdu&, but the fecrets of their Learts fhail then be
judged, Rgm. ii. 16. and thefe notina private manner; for they fhall be pub-
lithed as on the houfe top; for the words of the truth are, ¢ whatfoever yé
have fpoken in darknefs, fhall be heardin the light ; and that which yé
have fpoken in the ear, in clofets, fha'l be proclaimed on the houfe tops.™
Luke xii. 3. neither will there be any exception of things fuppoied ro be ‘well
done; or of things fuppofed too grofs for publick light. ¢ For Go fhall
. bring every work 1nto judgment, with every fecret thing, whether it be goed,
or whether it be evil.” Eccl. xii. 14. And juft as each perfon’s love, and its
influence on his life, fhall be then found to have been, fo fhall he be judged.
Rev. xxii. 12, The place of this judgment, will be th¢ vaft expanfe of the
. airy heavens. 1 The/ iv. 15.—17. The method of colleéting this aflembly,
will be the conduét of angels, Mart. xxiv. 31. Pfal. 1. And as the dead in )
Curist will rife firft, and be direé@ly caught up to be with the Lorp, and -
be openly acquitted, and admitted into their judge’s joy; fo they thall be
affeflors with him of all others to be judged, 1 Cor. vi. z. The three publick
regifters, by which the world will be judged, are the books of confcience,
omnifcience, and the law ; as referred to, togéther with the book in which'
the ele&t are enrolled. Res. xx. 12. The iffues of judgment will be ; to thofe
- who were "of the truth, come ye blefled inherit the kingdom, which your
dear loved truth has prepared for you ; and to all others, depart ye curfed ta
the chains, in fire and brimftone, which felf-confiftency always affured you
of. Mazst. xxv. 31, &c. The fame paffage alfo intimates, the reafon of thefe
. different jffues to be love, and hatred to the truth, fo natural and genuine,
* that the refpective fubje@s are pointed out, as not having diftinétly remarked
thefe as the true fprings of their paft lives; fothey fay, ‘“when faw we thes”
in fuch circumftances, and did, or did not, thus and thus unto thee? The

' . confequence of the judgment, isa never ending eftablithment in the love and

Joy of the truth; or in fuch an unalterable fenfe of confirmed averfion to t‘h;t
. , - © truth,
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truth, which can’t but.be ftill, and always immediately prefent; as muft
forever maiatain torture in the confcience. See Mart. xxv. 14.~—30. Then, |
* 1. *Tis not of fo much importanceto us, how temporal matters determing
at prefent; for there is a day coming, when that which is right fhall be ap-
proved, and crowned before all the world, however it was treated among
men; acd when that which was wrong, however fupported by open violence
or {ly deceit, fhall be overhaled, and receive its juft reward. And all this
it juft as certain, ‘as that Jesus Cur'isT arofe from the dead. Aés xvii. 31,
For thereby affirance of ‘that day’s work is now given to all men, by truth
Rfelf. o ‘
2. Let thofz who now fuffer unjuftly, and can’t ohtain right, believe ta

" fatisfaction, tie teitimony of truth concerning that day, when he will judge
the world in righteoufliefs ; and row] their burtlien on the Lorp, till that day.
And efpeciaily let fuch as fuffer for the fake of truth, beaflured, that when he
makezh inqoifition for blond, he will remember them; for he forgerteth not
the cry of tie humble. P/al. ix. 12. and let them comfort one another with,
thefe words. . Y T N ’

3.-Then let oppreflors and proad hoafters fear, for their day is coming ;-
and though they cover themifelves with reafons, excufes, and the firength of:

power, it fhall notavail them. ~ For the wicked carnot ftand in the judgment.

41. As we have feen, that trath is the only fountain of happinefs; and that
the fame’truth, by means of contraricty in the fubject, proves the fource of alf
the torture of the guilty ; fo we find reafon for feveral important conclufions.

} 1. Thatas from the natare of things, and from common fact, itis evident,’
that nothing can be more diftrefling o the guilty, than the truth; fo this being
the charaler of Gop, and of 4ll ﬁis kingdom; there needs nothing to confli-
tute a perfect hell, but for a guilty coufcience to be fenfibly confirmed in its
$uilt, and confined to the immediate bgholding of that Gop, whofe known
charater is oriziral truth.  Hence that moft remarkable defcription of Lell,
as taking its finifhin.; ingredient from the prefence of Cur1sT, who as makin
Gep narifelt, was truth idfelf. viz. Rev. Xiv. 10. ¢ tormented with fire an

rim®*cuc, in the prefence of the holy angels, and in' the prefence of the
famb.” : ' C '

2. W fce a rexfon for all the fery emblems ufed in &ripture to defcribe the
ftate of torment.” Truth is the moft tormenting thing, that guilt can meet
with; foa confiioufnefs of the knowledge and unavoidable prefence of trath,
dnd ir that fame pcintof view, in which if'was always defpifed, viz. as exem-
plified in Crris'm, mult make and maintain the fharpefl fenfe of torture,
which 4 confcience can feel. This is therefore figured by burning with fire ;
which is mcft terrible to nature, efpecially when kindled by brimfione.

" 3. Therctore all ftriptural metaphors of departing, being banifed, and fuch
like, refer, not to real prefence, for that can’t ¢ avoided, but to {miling

. prefence, and open acceptauce ; fuch as ‘the lovers of the truth fhall enjo
for ever. So. we find the moft emphatical account of the happinefs of the
‘blefled, in Rew. vii. 15.—17. as dcriving from the {ame divine prefence,
which is the fource of torment in Rew. xiv. 10.

. 4 Wg§ fee then areafon, why divine obje@s are in the bible reprefented’

by fire; viz. Becaufe of that truth by which they are divine: And as the truth
6f Gop, which i« the reafon of torment to the guilty, is alfo equally the
fource of Aeawen it/elf, to fuch as can’t find lifé out of the truth; fo we fee
" the native import of that facred motive on chriftians, to love and ferve the
Lorp, viz, Becaufe their Gop is a confuming fire, Heb. xif. 28. 2g.
SN TS v - 42.Bur
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42. But if Gop is truth, and his univerfal kingdom is juftlike himfelf;
then divine providence is truth put in practice, by the LorDp of all things ;
acc?rding to Pjal, xxxiii. 4. ¢¢ All his works.are dene in truth,” ang fo
we fee, ’ ’
1. A reafon why no perfon in the world is pleafed naturally, with any,
thing done by divine providence, unlefs fomething befide the mere expreflion
of truth, or the will of Gop, can be feen in it; as that it has fome favourable,
afpedt to felf.intereft, or private views; then indeed we can naturally take
pleafure in providences, becaufe we confider them partial in our favour. Se.
that the providential works of Gop, do naturally no further appear beau-
tiful and lovely, than we can diveft them of truth, their only native beauty.
And this will be manifeft’ to all who underftand, that inen are lovers of
them(elves more than lovers of Gop. 2 Tim. iii. 2, 4.

4. WE fee alfo the heinous nature of this offence at providence, chargeable
on the nature of all men; ’cs offence at the condu&t of truth, and equally,
Froves the fubject to be the feed of falthood ; and that wrath is coming out.

or itis the exprefs doétrine of the bible, that the Lorn cometh to execute
judgment on murmurrers, complainers, &c. againft him. Fude 14.—16,
This fault-finding and difpleafure at the mere work of truth, throughout the,
kingdom of providence, is fo natural, fo common and fathionable; that it
feems to be little more diftinétly perceived, and biamed, among men; than’
fpeaking or breathing. Therefore, we find the meafure and tett of truth
taking place among men, is, the deaf (ha!l hear the words of zbe book; the
fcorner thull be confumed; Jacob fhall fear the Gop of I/rac/; and they that.
murmured thall learn do&rine. I/a/. xxix. 18.—24. - o

_ 3. Wi fee reafon why all who are pleafed with mere providence, do always

feel the fame fort of peace, pleafure and happinefs, as in the enjoyment of
Gop. Therefore the nature, and the works of Gop, are alike the matter of
‘joy and praife.  P/al. cvii. 8. 15. &c. ' ' ’ S

Lasriy. Wk fee the fum of the an{wer to Pilate’s queftion, in thefe par-
ticulars, viz, !

1. Gop, his nature, and all his attributes and perfeCtions, are trath, in its
firt and mott important fenfe. His proper dittinétion is, GOD of truth,
Deut. xxxii. 4.

" 2. Jesus CHrisT as a divine perfon, and as perfeétly exprefling Gob to,
men, is in equal fenfe, the truth. Jobn xiv. 6. v

3 The holy ghott, as the great cfficient of all divine purrofcs, and as
reprefented in the genuine influence of all the words, and all the works of
Goo, on the confciences of men, is truth. 1 Fobrxv. 6. And for this reafon
Riled, the fpirit of the truth. Fobn. xiv. 17.

4 Tue work which Jesus CHrisT came to do, and which is the only
obedience of merit, in which therefore all b bape of finners lies, itfelf being
the only perfect practical righteoufnefs, is #rutb, in fal, through which only
we are faved. 2 The/ii. 13. -

- g Tae feriptures, as the only perfet literal defcription of the Godhead,
ami the only hiftory of his kingdom, and its righteoufnefs, is in the fame
fenfe, trush itlelf. Jobn xvii. 17. .

6. THe faving work of the fpirit of Gop, through beh.ef. of the word of
Gon, and by which finners are made partakers of the divine nature, and
bave fellowthip with Goo, és truth, 1 Yobn ii. 27, .

7. Tre whole kingdom of Gop, as.including the creation and government
of all things, is arigizal trush, exemplifiedin faéts. Al his works are dose
i trush. Pfa. xxxill. 4 : . 8. Narurab
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"8, NaturaL felf confiting truth, in the laft and moft finifhed reprefen-
tation of it to men, is the diftinguithing charater of that kingdom, of whick

esus CurisT was born lord and king. It was all reprefented in types, in
the Jewith ftate of the church; and the whole of that flate of the church was
type, or typical. But now the #rush is come, which was all ulong meant by
thofe types. To be partifular,

1. TuarT flate of the church was national, equally extenfive as Abrabam’s
blood; and is mimicked ftill by feveral ecclefiattical conftitutions, who like thé
Jews, hold to the type, and believe not that the truth meant by it; is come,
Others arc only longing forit, buat are unhappy in that, after extending theit
views of church ftate, and crowding into ir as many, and thofe of the earth’s
great ones, as they can, are left to wait the want of the typical, 7. ¢. national
‘glory to the church. Inttead of which we have now a-charch ftate, equally
extenfive as Abrabam’s faith; confifting only of fuch as appear to have that
faith, which is the truth meant by that typical ftate of the church. Heb. xii,
48—29. <

2. ’Ig‘t-xs covenant, by which that flate of the church was diftinguithed from
other nations, asa type, with its temple, altar, holy place, and facrifices, aré
all now fupplanted by the zr45 meant in all thofe cafes; 7 ¢. by the new
covenant, and the true temple, altar, and facrifice of JEsus CurisT. 8 and
'y chap. of Heb. . - :

3. Twuey had the typical Jeryfalem, a feat of worthip; chriftians have the
¢ruth which anfwers to that type; in which Gob, by the gofpel is now feeking
worthippers. Fobn iv. 20—24. i

4. THEY had the three great church offices, of king, prieft and prophet}
of all which we have now thesrathin Jrsus CurisT. Heb. ix. 23, 2z4. and
elfewhere. For the prefent ftate of the kingdom of Curis7, is exaétly the
truth of thofe types and patterns, which conftituted that ftate of the charch,
and fo his kingdom is a kingdom of truth. '

5. As in that flate of the church, only thof¢who were ceremonially clean,
had accefs to the types of holy fellowfhip; fo now, only faints or holy ones,
have true fellowthip with the boly one.

. 6. Bur as the lait {cene of truth, 7. & heaven itfelf, is not yet fully come;
fo divers things aré as inftituted figns of what truth has faid and done referring
to that laft {cene, -are of divine obligation now, and to be viewed as fumma-~
ries, and memorials of truth; and as fure prefages of the laft and blifsful
fcene approaching. Such are the fabbath, facraments, &c.

7. BuT truth will never be known, and enjoyed in a perfeét manner, till
that laft fcene opens; and then that which is perfe& being come, that which
is part (hall be done away, for ever more. ‘

8. THEN ’tis very evident on the whole, and fafe to be determined,

1. WHo are chriftians, and who are not, viz. fuch as from knowlege and
pofieflion “of trath, are governed in heart and life, jult as love always
governs to its objets, are chriftians, and ’tisas evident no others are fo. ¢ He
that loveth, is of Gop.” .

2. WHo areto he confidered and treated by others as being chriftians,
and who not, viz. fuch as own thetruth, and walk as if they were influenced
by it, will always appear to be chriftians, and muft be treated accordingly;
but none who are defiitute of either, can fo appear, or confequently be juftly
fo treated. ‘This is exa@ly that confefling of Cre1sT, which determines this

. affae, 1 Jobuiv, 1—6.

\ 3. Wao
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3. Wno are to be admitted to vifible communion: and who not, viz. fach
as appear to-be delivered from that natural felf-eieem which governs all meny
while fubjects of falthood, and to have found their fupream delightin divine
trath, let’ all other things be as they will, muft be received, and no other.
This principie will dittinguith and crown the Philadelpbiar thare of the church
defcribed Rew. iii. 7—13. into which perhaps \e are now entering.

4. WE may abfolutely determine row the charaéter of every perfon who
will finally pofiefs the Jait and alorious fcene of truth’s dominien, and who
cannot, viz. fuch asare fo poflefled of truth as to be engroficd by its demi-
nion now in this life, thall infailibly continue in its glory for cver and ever:
~=—All the reft of mankind, though tliey fay, Lord, Lord! with cver fo
much devotion, yet as the fiveet pleafure of their hearts here is not in the
trath, fo on the fame account they will with certainty Be excluded the gloricus,
delightful, and interminable fcenes; which truth has prepared for all who
delight in them. ‘

So eternity depends on this fhort life, and that which fixes the iffues is
heart’s delight. Nor will the leaft regard be paid to appearances of any fxt,
orin any degree, againit the determining evidence of genuine Jove. FYor
the language of truth fill is, 7ehn xiv. 21. ¢ He that Aats my command-
ments aud keepeth them, he it is thatlovcth me; and he that loveth me, thall
be loved of my father, .and I will love him, and will manifc:t myfelf to him.”
For 1 Jobaiv. 7, &c. ¢ Love is of Gop, and every on¢ that loveth is bora
of Gob, and knoweth Gop,~—for Gobp is love.” Whereas the multitudes
of all diftin&tions, who receive not the love ot the truth, tut haie pleafure in
unrighteoufnefs, are giver up to ftrong dejufions, to bzlieve that which is
falfe, that they may be damned. 2 74/ ii. 1c—12. Butevery perfon who
has the truth dwelling in him, thali be kepc in the love of Gen, looking
for the mercy of cur Lord Jrsus CHRIsT to cternal life, whoonly is able to
keep them from falling, and 0 preseut them faultlcts before the prefence of his
glory, with exceeding jov ; (0 whom, as the anly wife Gev, our fuviour, be
glory and majetty, doiinion and power, tuti now and ever. AMaN.
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