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The STATE and the KINGDOM

“For he wmust oraign, B he hath put all his enenties
wnder his feet.'= -1 Cor. 15:25.

TTow must Christ reign? What s meant by sueh expres.
sions  as—"‘KWing of kings”—‘Lord of lords’ ““Governor
of the nations™ - Blessed and only Potentate’™ “*Prinee
and  Savior”’—*all authority on ecarth’  of rulers  bomg
S“anmisters of (od’s serviee,”” 11 the state is not a departiment

e r'1

of he Kingdom of Christ and God?™

Does it not seem nore appropriate to say " King of na-
tions’" than to say King of churches? When the Bible was
written. was it the eustom to have a king over the church;
or does it imply that, as FHead over all fhings, he as King s
over a united chureh and state? In the chureh, is ke not the
“CApostle and TTigh Priest of our confession’; and in the
state. is be not onr Savior King?  Is not caeli a departinent
in his Mediatorial activity?  Why should kinegs and ralers
take counsel against Jehoval’s Apointed to break his bonds
and cast away his eords. and need to be admonished to ““Kiss
the Son™’ if Chyist has no dominion over them in their fune-
tional duties?

Must conferences and  synods have respeet to his law
while parliaments and congresses are exempt from its M-
diatorial administration? Must people serve Christ in the

chureh while they may serve whom they will in the stafe? Is
S



him.  When true to our moral nature. we acknowledge the
true God only—we pay our homage to him as he directs—wa
revere his holy name—we keep his appointed holy day: and
have the natural right o to do; and have the right to he pro
tected hy eivil government in the enjoyment of the right to
do so.  We also have the right to be proteeted by civil gov
ernment o the enjoyment ol our vights under the last six
commandments.  ITn examining these commandments,
we  pereeive  that  the filth  only is  purely positive
in form.  and  causes the  state  through  the  govern
ment. o make chitdren take proper eave of their parents. An
other, the fourth, is partly positive; but the state confines it
self. or is lited to, the enforeement of the negative part to
prevent Sabbath deseeration—in Iine with the negative ehar
acter of the other eight comunandments: and leaves the on
foreement of the positive part {o the ehnreh to require  of
its members,

The whole decalogue s moral as it comprehends what s
naturally right in our personal relations to cither God or
Man. A lack of clearness of thought, or of preeiseness m no
menclature  has  cansed  some  confusion with refer
ence to the relation of the state to this law, and to the extent of
its duty to enforce. On account of the two objects concerned
~-Clod and man—the law is divided into two tables---the first
four in one and the last six in the other. Some hold that the
first table freats of religion. and the second table of morals
Some writers then plead that it i1s not only necessary to
teach morals in the public schools but that a certaimr amount
of religion must be taught by the state, meaning that the

idea of God and of obligation to him and of responsibility for
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meeting obligation should be inculeated: and so the Bible
should be taught. But how this is to be done on a firm foun
dation. and to what extent it is to be earried is left practica:
Iy an uncertain quantity. The terms, Christian religion, Mc
hammuedan religion, Mormon religion, and the names of oth
er heathen religions are in conimon use with definite mean-
ing: aud eitizens elaim that it would be an invasion ol their
rights to compel them Lo reeeive instruction in any of them
in whole or in part. This scems to he a tenable position, and
leads o ondless  disaussion and  explanation and  strife.
The Triends  of  the  Bible  are  confused  and  hesitate,
and its cnenties gain gronnd,

There ix also confusion of thought with regard 1o the
relation between  morals and religion,  Many  contend  that
morals are Founded upon  religion while they are Toreed o
admit that without a moral nature there conld be no relion.
Their philosophy ix at fanlt as o Faets. and  their state
ments of seienee consequently must he meorreet. 11 the moral
nature of man were taken as fundamental, with rehigion grow
ing out of hix moral duties to God; and ethies. as conmonly
understood,  founded upon  his woral dnties to man,  there
then would lie a clear field of operation.

The [fundamental truths of religion are found o the ne-
cessities of the moral natnre.  Religion and ethies are hoth
founded on the necessary practical operation of the prinet
ples of the moral law, and are determined  construetively
with reference to natural obligation in the activities of lile
religion to God. through its suitable forms and exercises, anl
civility to man. in its various expressions. The proper exerceise
of moral power i these specifie direetions  eultivates  and
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develops the whole moral nature unulb it s fitted for perfeed
fellowship with perfeet beings in the felieities of heaven i
self. Without religion, the moral nature is debased. With an
nomoral religio, it beeomes more debased. The tmie religion,
divinely appointed. alone  develops an elevated  Christian
maorality.  Morals s a condition religion is an ecconomy o
perfeet imperfeet morality and thus reunite the broken bond

to Gad by lkeness to his nature in bearimg his image,

The state apust protect man in his right to perform his
duties 1o God aecording (o his conselentious  convietions  in
1he practice of his religion ax long as s forms are not im-
moral; and must protect him against the invasion ol Tis
rights as hetween man and wan. I the government is faith-
! in domg this. it fulfils s sole ormginal  purpose:  for
“(tod ordained  e¢ivil governmeni to chaforce his moral  law
among men ihat they shall enjoy their rights.”  Breach of
he moral law necessitated the institution of ¢ivil government
by and with divine authovity ; and the state is constituted to
organize il. Bfficieney and continuity in this objeet s the
only warrant for other uses of the governmuental  power--
they are werely ineidental. Tt is the common natnre as intel
ligent heings that causes men to gather themselves together
into  commundties s frietion n social  nferconrse  that
neecessitates the political or governmental control of his com-
mereial activities. Tt all wonld do what is right. there wonld
be no need of justices of the peace. nor of constables. nor of
policemen, nor of charters to regulate corporations. No man
wonld have the right or anthority to supervise the moral econ-
duet of another for there would be no need of it w0 there
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would be no civil covernment. This Taet is evident from the
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1tendeney of faithtul adwinistration 1o fessen the need ot et
govermnent, as soen when Jails are empty and courts canveae
and adjonn without cases fo ad judicate. But as long as there s
<in n the world, there will he need of eivil government to en
foree the moral law,  Rights are ol o wmoeral nature and all
are under obligation to respeet them whether they think so
or not. Al anen exist i the same moral spheres Those win
purposely break the moral law may oppose its entoreement ;
but men  disregard Ahieir opinions and  overpower  their e
sistavec, They wake the necessary laws fo ineriminate the
offenders. and enforee with pains and penalties. Tu a Chris
tian nation. the basis of all law s moral law, and no law s
constdered  valid  that  contravenes i, Disregard ol
righteous law is anarvchy: disvegard of unrvighteous  law s
faithimlness to Chvist omr vighteous King, The moral Taw and
the Christian and lnnmane way ol enforeing it are  found
originally in the Bible. AN mnst come under the authority
of the laws: and should he taught the principles underlying
them. The specific laws must he studied in special institutions
because of the largeness of the study: but the principles an-
derlying thewm, contained in the fen precepts. can be learned
and shoudd he taught in our public schools to prepare Jaw-
abiding eitizens.  Our hest eitizens. with hittle  professional
fkmowledge of owr laws. are such through intentional  obedi
ence of the woral aw. The historical method of study s pro-
fessional ; hence. in the study of evil government. the nse of
the Bible is a seientific method. Tt 1s then only reasonable for
the government to iuntroduce its youth 1o the fountain of
governmental knowledge in the nse of the Bible for this pur-
pose, s use o the sehools shonld be understond clearly to he
11



for instruction in the morals which eontrol our legislation,
and not for the purpose of teaching religion. the means
be used to be restored to God’s favor.

The ehureh and the state are two departments of the
Kingdom of Christ. who is ITead over all. because they are
distinet institntions.  intended  for elearly  defined  separate
purposes with reference to his ohjeet in assimning mediatorial
government.  Both are  cconomic ——made  necessary by  the
change of the wmoral nafnre by the fall, The other depart-
went. the family, is the only natnral oife as originally 1n
stituted bofore the fall: but. being of a maoral natnre. must
continie  throngh the  whole period of man’s existence  on
cartl, The practice of what was moral before the fall must
be continned after the fall under speeifie moral regulations
be they religious or civil-governmental : through the chnreh
or 1he state. With reference to onr subject. however, it 1s
not, necessary to discuss  the subjeets of the family  and the
clmrel, as they are generally fairly understood by Christian
people. and their  relation to Christ’s sovercignty  aeknowl
cdged,

As eivil government is a divine institution.® originated

*NOTE --Because of immoral laws and governmental  wrongs,
sotne Christian reformers have concluded that civil government is
an engine of the devil, The ambition of wicked nien wmay cause
them to seize npon governmental power and prostitute it to use ia
the Kingdom of Satan. We need not be surprised at the designs of
the evil one with regard to the state when we know that he has
been able to transform the church into a synagogue of Satan. 1f
he cannot annihilate civil government, we may expect him to try
to turn it to his own account. Civil government as a burden
through sin may have the appearance of an evil; but its legitimate
use s mndispensable in present conditions. It fs worth the ex
pengo. The eurse of labor s a blessing in disguise.

1o meet conditions and  further the purposes of the media
torial dominion of Jesus Christ in controlling and finally
snbduing the powers of evil, it is uccessary that it be con-
ducted according to the divine intention in order to obtaia
the associated benefit to man, and the objeet of the divine
will to suppress wiekedness in the world, and provide free.
dom of operation for the chureh in its gospel mission ol sal-
vation. The relation of the state to the church is to produce
such civil eonditions in the world as will facilitate the work
of the chirel while not infringing upon the natural rights of
those who are not echureh members, It are still lovers of
good order in society. In a Christian countvy, ralers. person-
ally. should bhe members of the chureh and should use their
personal influence aud means to advance its inferests; hut,
officially, they have no more authority in the chureh  than
the  humblest eitizen: wor ean  they use the public funds
which belong in part to those who are not wembers of the
churcli to support its work financially.  The money  of the
Roman Catholic should not he used against his will to sup-
port the Protestant religion; and the money of the Protestant
should not be used against his will to support the Roman
Catholic or any other system of religion. But this prineiple
does not interfere with the right of the government to tax
all 1ts eitizens for the development of morals, nor of its duty
to do so, as the true foundation of good citizenship. l

How earefully civil rulers should examine their relations
to Christ, and consequent responsibilities; and endeavor faith.
fully to meet their obligations in ruling for him!

How carefully the nation should consider the govern-

mental authority of Christ, and constitute its government so
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as to acknowledge allegiance to hime and  make its laws .
harmonize with the principles of his moral administration!

How ecarefully  the people  should consider what  would
be to the hanor of Christ and tfavorable to the loyal execution
of his law by placing in power those only who are i sym-
pathy with his purposes in order to make effeetive his bene
ficient ordinanee  Yor securing to every  citizen s natural
rights and for the fmithrul suppression of all wrongs. Thus
honor will acerue o the Father through honor given to the-
Son. and the Holy Spirit will work effectually tor the estah.
lishing of the " Kingdon of Christ and God. ™
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